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career: for Paris sees (Enone, and expires with her (m_,ih-()]:;‘i] 1@1;
ing pile; Menelaus recovers Helen, with whom hkl\il-“.l\\]w-lwr
the fl:n' west ; Agamemnon rejoins (_"1}'[;(:;11_1&%1a':]., ;mt C 115{ ) 5
hand in a bloody bath; while Achilles, after a pcru‘ul _‘:,i]:: .
oloom, meets with an untimely death shortly after recovenng

autiful Briseis. . ‘ 3
l)(?l,ii'iiull‘ic:muls and (Edipus, Paris is exposed in (ull\n:!f\fm:l:L
and lives to fulfill his destiny, and cause, though indirectly,

eath of his parents. -3
'1“1‘:] this mfcth, Helen (the beautiful dawn n‘r t.\_ni_l;;h1),i)‘r.\wl:=;t;
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whom some mythologists identify with tl].l' ‘II‘"}( T:{.jr]‘:_ ol
“night demons ') instead of the sun. In t.hl:i « I\li-lllcl!i{l‘: e
;1\\-.-;\- the fickle twilight (Helen) during her hus m{l : ‘ leu;mlin:,
:lbsu-nre, and bears her off to the far east, where, after strugghing
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L treasures, he is
» and she returns to her hushand

for a while to retain possession of her and he
finally forced to relinquish her.
and her allegiance.

The siege of Troy has thus been interpreted to signify “a
repetition of the daily siege of the east by the solar ]10‘.\;'€:r5,- that
every evening are robbed of their brightest treasures in the west.”

Achilles, like several of his brother heroes,

“fights in no
quarrel of his own:

his wrath is the sun hiding his face behind
the elouds; the Myrmidons are |

s attendant beams, who no
longer appear when the sun

is hidden; Patroclus is the feeble
reflection of the sun’s splendor, and stands to him in precisely
the same relation as Phaeton to Helios.”
with an early death.

In the story of Ulysses we find
Hercules and Perseus : for Ul

and, like him, meets

a reproduction of the story of
ysses, early in life, after wedding
Penelope, is forced to leave her to fight for an-

X R lesses.
other; and on his return, although longing to re-
join his morning bride, he cannot turn aside from the c

olrse
marked out for him.

He is detained by Circe (the

moon ),
who weaves airy tissues, and by C

alypso (the nymph of dark-
ness); but neither can keep him forever, and he re
enveloped in an impenetrable disguise, after having visited the
Phzacian land (the land of clouds or mists).
he has slain the suitors of Penelope (the

turns home

It is only after
weaver of bright even-
ing clouds) that he casts aside his beggar’s g
short time beside her ere he vanishes in the west.

The greater part of the dawn myths have been explained
simultaneously with the sun

arb to linger for a

myths, with which they are inex-
tricably interwoven, One personification of the
dawn, however, stands apart. [Itis Minerva, whose
Greck name, Athene.

Minerva,

is derived, like Daphne, from the Sanskrit
Dakana, or ahana (meaning ““ the light of daybreak )

, and we
are thus enabled to underst

and why the Greeks described her as
Sprung from the forehead of Zeus (the heavens). She gradually
became the impersonation of the illuminating and knowledge-
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giving light of the sky ; for in Sanskrit the same word also means
“to wake ” and ““ to know,” while the Latins connected hername
of Minerva with mens, the same as the Greek menos and the

English mind.
MOON MVTHS.

In the moon myths the most important personification is first
Diana, the horned huntress, “ for to the ancients the moon was
Diana, To,ana Ot 2 lifeless ball of stones and clods.” Diana,

Cices like Apollo, her twin brother, was also a child of
the sky (Jupiter) and of night (Latona), and, like him, was born
in the “bright land” (Delos). She also possessed bright and un-

erring arrows, and in the course of her nightly journey she looked

lovingly down upon the sleeping face of the setting sun (En-
dymion).

Io and Circe, already mentioned, are also personifications of
the moon, and Io’s wanderings represent its journeys across
the sky.

EARTH MYTHS.
In the earth myths, beside those already mentioned in con-
Gaaand nection with the sun myths, we have Geza and
Rbice Rhea, the mothers and consorts of the Sky and of
Time, who swallows his own children, “the Days, as they come
each in order.” :

We have also Ceres or Demeter, “the mother of all things,”
and more particularly of *‘the maiden” Cora (or Proserpina),
whose loss she grievously mourned; for she had
been carried away by Pluto to the underworld,
only emerge at the command of Jupiter.

Ceres and
Proserpina.

whence she could
During the time of Ceres’ mourning, the earth remained barren,
and it seemed as though all mortal things must die. But when
Proserpina (the spring or vegetation) returned from her sojourn
under the ground, people said “that the daughter of the earth
was returning in all her beauty; and when summer faded into

winter, they said that the beautiful child had been stolen away
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from her mother by i
her by dark beings, who ke impri
Ty ark beings, who kept her imprisoned be-
ath I]{_ earth, I'he sorrow of Ceres was therefore merely a
oetics rav of exm casl % z - 2
P (Fu'—t Way ol expressing “the gloom which falls on the earth
during the cheerless months of winter.” :
II] tnac, as a personification of the earth, was quickened by the
golden shower, the light of the morning, which streamed in 1
the darkness of the ni . = g
1ess of the night. Semele has also been
5, ¢ £ SS I Danae and
Interpreted as the earth. the chosen bride of the  Semele.
sky, \_vim brings forth her offspring in the midst of the thunder
and lightning of a summer storm.

SEA MVTHS.

The myths of the sea comprise, of course, Oceanus and Ne
tune (the earth-shaker), whose name is connected with ‘~;urh. \mr(Pl]:
;L‘s"'putcnt"’ and “despot,” and whose “ green ~-I :
hair circles all the earth.” We are further informed O‘;‘f::?‘j“t‘?d
that !1@. loves the earth (Ceres), whom he embraces, and that he
marries the graceful undulating Amphitrite, whose wl’idin;f t:.htnrm-:
appeal to him, Neptune’s palace is beneath ihg d{.‘t'rl W'llt‘f‘;
near Greece, and he is said to ride about his realm in a ;\\'if;
chariot drawn by golden or white maned steeds. .

. Nereus, another personification of the sea, whose name is de-
rived from za0 (“to flow ™), is quite inseparable from his n"uive
element, even in the Greeks’ conception of him :

as are also the Tritons,, Oceanides, Nereides, am‘i g
the alluring Sirens : who. however, have also been viewed as pe
sonifications of the winds. | i

CLOUD MYTHS.

The cloud myths, to which frequent allusion has already been
n}a(Ic, comprise not only the cattle of the sun. the ('c;lzaur.wl
Nephele, Phryxus, Helle, and Pegasus, but as, “in <
primitive Aryan lore, the sky itself was a blue
sea, and the clouds were ships sailing over it,” so Charon’s boat

Charon.

¥as supposed to be one of these vessels, and the gilded shallop
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i . = mythologists,
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= o i y » sunbeams
I ‘ represented the thaw occasioned by the sunbe:
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(Apollo’s arr WS).
FIRE MYTHS.
; 1 arce class, ¢ comprise the
The fire myths also form quite a large class, mq = I e
- ‘ i 1 -hildre €avern <
elopes (the thunder and lizhtning), children of _
e I 1 :.n fle blazing eve has been consid-
Earth, whose sing azing eye

Cyclopes. Ihey forge the te

ered an emblem of the sun. ) i 4
f 2 sky: ( ter), by means
ible thunderbolts, the weapons of the sky (Jupite ) by i
. ; 5 1 J€T IS eNemies, an
f which he is enabled to triumph over all his ene
[§) H S
SUpreme. : s S H'll;' ol
]'1‘] Titans are emblems of the subterranean fives and :
1e ans < . - = lerocround, occa-
ic forces of nature, which, hidden deep undergr Ao
canic : ; P! N
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‘ 7 5 Aath an ac animent ©
Ko and hurl them about with an accompal } '
: : ] S 7 -auses the very
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> yeneath them to s .
e also find Prometheus, whose name has 1

]

In this group we [.earned men

| i “fire drill 7).
traced to the Sanskrif pramantha (or  fire dri ) i
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the lightning (“ the eelestial ‘drill which churns fire out of the
clouds ”) - but the Greeks had so entirely forgotten this etymo-
logical meaning, that they interpreted his name as the “-forv-
thinker.” and considered him endowed with extraordinary pro-
lth‘El't‘ powers.

Vulcan (or Hephastus), strictly “ the

brightness of the flame.
another fire hero, is represented

4s very puny at birth, because the
flame comes from a tiny spark.  His name is de-

5 - 5 Vulcan.
rived from the Hindoo aeni,

whence come the

Latin zgzis and the English verb zgnite.  Vulean dwells by

of voleanoes, where the intense heat
keeps the metals in fusion, and so malleable that he ¢

preference in the heart

an mold
them at will: and. as “the association of (he he

avenly fire with
the life-giving forces of nature

IS very common,” the Hindoo
Agnl was considered the patron of marriage as well as of fire :
out this idea, united their
Hephwstus, to the goddess of marriage, Aphrodite.

and the Greeks, to carry fire god,

The Greek Hestia (or Latin Vesta) was also a personification
of fire; and, her name having retained its primitive meaning to
4 great extent, “she continued to the end. as she

- = Vesta.
had been from the beginning, the household altar.

the sanctuary of peace and equity, and the source of all hap-

piness and wealth.” Her office was not limited merely to the
hearths of households and cities. for it was supposed “that in
the center of the earth there was a hearth which answered to the
hearth placed in the center of the universe.”

WIND MYTHS.

In the myths of the wind, Mercury (or Hermes) was one of
the principal personifications, According to the ancients, he was
- ., .
born of the sky (Jupiter) and the plains (Maia),

= % 3 = e Mercury.
and after a very few hours’ existence assumed

gi-
gantic proportions, stole away the cattle of the sun (the clouds),
and, after fanning up a great fire in which he consumed some of
the herd, glided back into his cradle at dawn. With a low,
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mocking chuckle at the recollection of the pranks he had played,
he sank finally into rest. His name, derived from the Sanskrit
Surameias, means * the breeze of a summer morning; 7 and it is
in his capacity of god of the wind that he is supposed to waft
away the souls of the dead; for ‘“the ancients held that in the
wind were the souls of the dead.” Mercury is the © lying, trick-
some wind god who invented music,” for his music is but “the
melody of the winds, which can awaken feelings of joy and sor-
row, of regret and yearning, of fear and hope, of vehement glad-
ness and utter despair.”

Another personification of the wind was Mars (or Ares), born
of the sky (Jupiter) and of the heavenly light (Juno) in the bleak
land of Thrace, rejoicing in din and in the noise of

el warfare. His nature is further revealed by his in-
constancy and capriciousness ; and whenever he is overcome,
he is noted for his great roar. His name comes from the same

53

root as Maruts, the Indian god, and means the < grinder” or
«crusher.” It was first applied “to the storms which throw
heaven and earth into confusion, and hence the idea of Ares is
confined to mere disorder and tumult.”
Otus and Ephialtes, the gigantic sons of Neptune, were also
at first merely personifications of the wind and hurricanes. The
Otus and name of the latter indicates “one who leaps.”
Ephialtes.  Although very short-lived, these giants were sup-
posed to increase rapidly in size. and assnme colossal proportions,
which inspired the hearts of men and gods with terror, until they
saw them finally slain by the unfailing arrows of the sun.
Pan, Alolus, his numerous progeny, and the Harpies, were also
Pan, Aolus,and Wind divinities who never entirely lost their origi-
the Harpies. pal character with the Greeks, and were there-

. . R
fore worshiped merely as personifications of the elements.

UNDERWORLD MYTHS.

The myths of drought, darkness, and of the underworld have
sufficiently been dwelt upon as personified by Python, the Hydra,

ANALYSIS OF pr VTHS.
Geryones, the Gorgons, Grez, Mj
but their main personific
headed gu
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. notaur, Sphinx, Chimzara, etc. -
el ations were Cerberus (th , -
: ardian of the nether world) and Plute
Aides), whose name means “the -

e grim three-

{

- = wealth-giver ”(;::: a(‘:‘:}rl‘)’?::s
1€ unseen,” who greedily drew all - = ¢

never to relinquish his gr:n;p upon
Such is the : ‘

things down into his realm
: them. ,
2 physical explanation of the
which form the staple of classic |
fount of inspiration for pe

. various poetical myths
iterature, and which haye br:r;n

ets and artists of all ages

a




_Double vertical lines indicate
[eryene.

NoOTE
that several generations i

IZia Cron

1 1 = ) ]
setus— Hyperion— Crius Thenis—
i Jupiter

i
Coeus-Phabe |
¥ Gea

Oceanus-Tkefss
Clymene
[ Mars Latoma-]upiter i
‘ {urora-Bolus  Parce Hore
Apollo-Diana -
- Corus
Eurus
N

Dia-Ixion Coronis
Asculapius Boreas-Orithyia
i

Machaon Hygeia e i Flora

rs Pirthous-Hippodamia Zetus

Calais Cleopatra Chione I
us Epimetheus-Pandora Prometheus

Pyrrka _Deucalion

Hellen

Menetius Atlas Hesp

Hesperides

— :
Aolus Dorus Xuthus
= Anter
Salmoneus Sisyphus fon Achzus

Sol Tyro-Neptune Glaucus

Bellerophon-
7 L

et lirnoe

i
Pasiphe: Circe Aetes /Eson Pelias Neleus

Medea-)ason Nestor

Absyrtus

Melis-
Jupiter

Winerva

Doris
Nereus

Achelous—
Callioge
I

Sirens

Inachus Proteus ;

Pencus-
Gea

Daphne fa

= = - .
hitrite-Neptune Dit Jupiter A rotheusa Galatea A is Peleus-

Venus

I'mton Achilles

Jurpiter—A nizpe l.ycus-Dirce Tantalus

Zethus Amphion-Niobe Pelops
[
Jupiter—Z.ed: Tyndarens Atreus

munon Menelaus-Feles
Hermione-Pyrrhus

—T T )
Felen Castor Pollux Ciytaemn

fs!rrl—Agzuhc
I

Iphigenia Elec tra-Pylades Orestes

-
-

40

Phryxus 4

Ch

Thetis Clymene-Apollo

GENEALOGICAL TA BLE.

Chaos—Vyx ;
Pontus

Frebus-Vyr
Phorcys

Hemera-Ftker haron: s Somnus Mors
Sello e N -
Bellona Medusa-Neptune

Morpheus
Gea Eros Polyphemus
Uranus-
1s=RAex ! o= Brontes Steropes Arges Briareus Cottus Gyes Typhaus Enceladas \vf'q.-‘; Harpics ']“E.I\ & \‘7
3 ¥I lad:x us flarpies yus Nerens

Callispe Hydra Cerberus  Chimzera

Org lieus-
Eurydice

Nemean Liwon S

Urania Melpor

st er Neptune—A mphit pite T Sy
esia Neptune— A mphs piter FPluto Proserpina Aripateaaly
Trnton Proserpina 2

~ Epaphus
Mars—Verus Vulen-Medusa  febe- Hercules Neptune-Libya
Cacus Periphetes Cercyon Agenor-Telephassa Belus

I L SF

os C .,;;;.-]J’g;-\--ﬁr Harmouia-Cadmus Cilix Ph opa-] upiter Pygmalion [rdo-Sychaus Danaus Egyptus

% - - - 3 Pencaides—5e :\‘.; s

Semele— Polyd Rhadamanthus Minos aIes E0RO0DS
i Acricius  Celens—Cassioperd

Minos-£asi sarfeLs

Fpave
Jupiter
1

=S,

P,
Pentheus Labdacus

) acchus— . - Panas—Jupite

. P Lams—Jocasta eus—Aitlira q Jupztes

sens—A sdromeda

Palemon  Learchss ¢ L Sl
Jocasta—Fdipus Higpolyle—Theseus Pledre
Hippolytus

Tsmrene
Alczus Fle Sthenelus

Amphitryon-Alcmene- Jupiter Eurystheus
i

Admete
Tt En n'\‘— 1 lthaa

ynt -
ipeius Iphicles

5 Dardanus-Batea
AMaz-Jopiter I

Laomedon .\iclv;-.i“:'ﬂl

Mercury-Fes - Ulysses Verameira
Pan  Telemachus "enis Hyllus-fole
Aneas-Creusa

Iu

Phaeton
= Larimnia

Pranfaubae  Hesione—Telamon Tithonus—Azrora Hneas Silvia lus

i
Numitor
lia-Mars
1

Remus Romulus

~ -'- 1 4 - 1
Cassandra Polites Polyxena Deiphobus—FHelex

——
che ‘Panis-Helen

Hector—A #drona




