





i







DEDICATED

TO MY KIND FRIENDS

MISS MACKIE AND MISS MASTERS

IN WHOSE SCHOOLS MY LECTURES WERE FIRST GIVEN




MYTHS OF GREECE AND ROME

NARRATED WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
LITERATURE AND ART

BY

H. A. GUERBER

LECTURER ON MYTHOLOGY

NEW YORK «2+ CINCINNATI - % - CHICAGO
AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY

= s GE d. .
HOMER.—Frangais GEmr ) 1893

STHTE




Copyright, 1893,.by

\’ E}k‘ 4 YooK oM ANY.
AN Book €O
b, A 7

Printed at
The Eclectic Prees
Gincinnati,. WS- B

PREFEACE;

’I‘H}i aim of this book is to present a complete and entertain-

ing account of Grecian and Roman mythology in such a
manner that the student will appreciate its great influence upon
literature and art.

These myths,; an inexhaustible fund of inspiration for the poets
and artists of the past, have also inspired many noted modern
works. To impress this faet forcibly upon the student, appropri-
ate quotations from the poetical writings of all ages, from Hesiod’s
*“Works and Days,” to Tennyson’s *“ (Enone,” have been insested
in the text, while reproductions of ancient masterpieces and
noted examples of modern painting and sculpture are plentifully
used asillustrations:

The myths are told as graphically and accurately as possible,
great care being taken, however,/to avoid the more repulsive
features of heathen mythology; and when two or more versions
of the same myth occur, the preference has invariably been given
to-the most popular, that is-to say, to.the one which has inspired
the greafest works,

Both the Latin and the Greek forms of proper names are given,
but the Latin names are usually retained throughout the narrative,
because more frequently used in poetry and art.
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CHAPTER I

THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS.

\ JYTHOLOGY is the science which treats of the early tradi-
l f

tions, or myths, relating to the religion of the ancients, and

mncludes; besides a full account of the origin of their gods, their
. ARBIone:? theory concerning the beginning of all things.
Venus de Milo e : 43 A Al heos - oS 3
e 4| Chimzra. .. Among all the nations scattered over the face of the earth, the

f the h
Fourth Hocr ol the Night ;

Vertumnus and Ponona

Cloonme Tove Hebrews-alone weresinstructed by God;who' gave them niot only
b S | ot = 3 y - o o P

Hero and 14 a full account of the creation of the world and of Myths of

all living ereatures, but also.a code of laws to reg creatpon.

» ulate their conduct. “All the guestions they fam would ask were
e A\}_i}.,.';;;u'i Ma : . : f-ll”_\' ;U]\\\'t"h‘<l. -.’!Htl 1o reom !",'I:i(lih(}tl 1'-4‘!' (,n’.'rj("“!ll'(‘.

'1’;.’.~”l'n1'1..'.x’ SEVal ) A . : 332 A he other nations. The Greeks
Fountain of Nept I-\xi‘d!"'g hiof Galated. . L&
Father Nile X 1iGalatea (Bvening) A e ! we obfain from the Seriptures, and still anxious to know every-

As they

and Romans, for instance) Iacking the definite knowledge which

The F urzv\] : ce and the Fr 2 24 | thing, were forced to constrict. in part, their own theory.
The Three I'mie = ’ L : g
1 o ‘ ren -- A6 looked about them for some clue fo serve as guide, they could
Jacchus 5 b
- ) 11
Marriaoe of Bacchu < ¢
duction of Proserpin? X . cession of day and night, summer and winter, rain and sunshine :

I

not help but observe and admire the wonders of nature. The suc-
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no light by which he could be seen. He shared his throne
with his wife, the dark goddess of Night, named  chaosand
Nyx or Nox, whose black robes, and still blacker Nya.
countenance, did not tend to enliven the surrounding gloom.

These two divinities wearied of their power in the course of
time, and called their son Erebus (Darkness) to their assistance.
His first act was to dethrone and supplant Chaos; Erebus, Zther,
and then, thinking he would be happier with a and temeras
helpmeet, he married his own mother, Nyx. Of course, with
our present views, this marriage was a heinous sin; but the an-
cients, who at first had no fixed laws, did not consider this union
unsuitable, and recounted how Erebus and Nyx ruled over the
chaotic world together, until their two beautiful children, Ather
(Light) and Hemera (Day), acting in concert, dethroned them,
and seized the supreme power.

Space, illumined for the first time by their radiance, revealed
itself in all its uncouthness. Ather and Hemera carefully ex-
amined the confusion, saw its innumerable POSSI- creationof Gea
bilities, and decided to evolve from it a “ thing of 2and Uranus.
beauty ;" but quite conscious of the magnitude of such an under-
taking, and feeling that some assistance would be desirable, they
summoned Eros (Amor or Love), their own child, to their aid.
By their combined efforts, Pontus (the Sea) and Gaza (Ge, Tel-
lus, Terra), as the Earth was first called, were created.

In the beginning, the Earth did not present the beautiful ap-
pearance that it doesnow. No trees waved their leafy branches
on the hillsides; no flowers bloomed in the valleys; no grass
grew on the plains; no birds flew through the air. All was silent,
bare, and motionless. Eros, the first to perceive these deficien-
cies, seized his life-giving arrows and pierced the cold bosom
of the Earth., Immediately the brown surface was covered with
luxuriant verdure; birds of many colors flitted through the foli-

age of the new-born forest trees; animals of all kinds gamboled

over the grassy plains; and swift-darting fishes swam in the lim-
pid streams. All was now life, joy, and motion.
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Gea, roused from her apathy, admired all that had already
been done for her embellishment, and, resolving to crown and
complete the work so well begun, created Uranus (Heaven).

““Her first-born Earth produc’d,
Of like immensity, the starry Heaven:
That he might sheltering compass her around
On every side.”
Hesop (Elton's tr.).

This version of the creation of the world, although but one
of the many current with the Greeks and Romans, was the one
most generally adopted; but another, also very
7 R S ST = *.  The egg myth.
popular, stated that the first divinities, Erebus and
Nyx, produced a gigantic egg, from which Eros, the god of love,

emerged to create the Earth.

‘“In the dreary chaotical closet
Of Erebus old, was a privy deposit,
By Night the primayal in secrecy laid;
A Mystical Egg, thatin silence and shade
‘Was brooded and hatched; till time came about:
And Love, the delightful, in glory. flew out.”
ArisTorHANES (Free's ta):

The Earth thus ereated was suppesed by the ancients to be
a disk, instead of a sphere as science has proved. The Greeks
fancied that their country occupied a central posi-
\ i & Mount Olympus
tion, and that Monnt Olympus, a very high moun-. and the river
tain, the mythological abode of their gods, was o oo
placed in the exact center. Their Earth was divided into two
equal parts by Pontus (the Sea,— equivalent to our Mediter-
ranean, and* Black ‘Seas); and all around it flowed the great

river Oceanus in a ‘“steady, equable current,” undisturbed by

storm, from which the Sea and all the rivers were supposed to
derive their waters.

The Greeks also imagined that the portion of the Earth directly
north of their country was inhabited by a fortunate race of men,
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(Cybele, Ops) for his consort, and assigned to each of the others
some portion of the world to govern at will. To Oceanus and
Thetis, for example, he gave charge Over the ocean

Cronus.and
while to Hyperion

Rhee and all the rivers upon earth;
and Pheebe he intrusted the direction of the sun and moon, which
{he ancients supposed were daily driven across the sky in brilliant
golden chariofs.

Peace and security nOw reigned, on and around Mount Olym-
pus; and Cronus, with great satisfaction, (-ungramlatcd himself
on the result of his enterprise. One fine morning, however, his
equanimity Was disturbed by the announcement thata son was
The memory of his father’s curse then suddenly re-

Anxious to avert so great a calamity as the
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loss of his power, he hastened to his wife, determined to devour
the child, and thus prevent him from causing further annoyance.
Wholly unsuspicious, Rhea heard him inquire for his son. Gladly
she placed him in his extended. arms; but imagine her SUrprise
and horror when she beheld her husband swallow the babe!
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of the supreme power, and aided by Rhea’s counsels, and by
a nauseous potion prepared by Metis, a daughter of Oceanus,

Jupiter’s compelled Cronus to produce the unfortunate chil-

supremacy. —dren he-had swallowed ; i.e., Neptune, Pluto, Ves-
ta, Ceres, and Juno.

Following the example of his predecessor, Jupiter gave his
brothers and sisters a fair share of his new kingdom. The wis-
est among the Titans— Mnemosyne, Themis, Oceanus, and Hy-
ptriun—snl)miu('d to. the new sovereign without murmur, but
the others refused their allegiance ; which refusal, of course, occa-
sioned a deadly conilict,

<“When gods began with wrath,
And war rose up between their starry brows,
Some choosing to cast: Cronus from his throne
That Zeus might king it there, and some in haste
With opposite oaths that they would have no Zeus
To rule the gods forever.”
E. B. BROWHEING.
Jupiter, from the top of Mount Olympus, discerned the SUperior
nitmber of his foes; and, quiteraware of their might, eoncluded
that reénforcements to his party would not be su-

The giants'
War. perfluous. In haste. therefore, he released the Cy-

clopes from "Tartarus, where they had-languished so long, stipu-

lating that in exchange for their freedom they should supply him
with: fhunderbolts,— weapons| which only they knew how to
forge. ‘This new engine cansed great terror and dismay in the
ranks of the enemy, who, nevertheless, soon rallied, and
1 win back the soyereignty

struggled
valiantly to overthrow the usurper an(

of the world.
During ten long years the war raged incessantly,meitheriparty
{0 the dominion of the other, but at the end

wishing to submit
Some

of that time the rebellious Titans were obliged to yield.
of them were hurled into Tartarus once more, where they were
carefully secured by Neptune, ] upiter’s brother, while the young
conqueror joyfully proclaimed his victory.

THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS.

L ng:gut all your forces then, ye powers above,
Join all, and try th’® omnipotence of Jove:
Let down our golden everlasting chain,
Whose strong embrace holds heaven and earth and main -
Strive all, of mortal and imimortal birth, .
To drag, by this, the Thunderer down to earth,
Ye strive in vain! if T but stretch this hand,
I heave the gods, the ocean, and the land;
I fix the chain to great Olympnus’ height, (
And the vast world hangs trembling in my sight!
For such I reign, unbounded and above ; =
And such are men and gods, compar’d to Jove.”

Houmeg (Pope's tr.).
: The scene of this mighty conflict was supposed to have been
in Thessaly, where.the country bears:the imprintof some great
natural convulsion; for \the ancients imagined that the ‘L'(uﬁ
making the most of their gigantic Strength and stature, hixrk:(i
huge n‘}(:ks at each other, and\ piled mountain upon muux'ltain to
reach the abode of Jupiter, the Thunderer.

““Mountain on mountain, as the Titans erst,
My brethren, scaling the high seat of Jove,
Heaved Pelion upon Ossa’s shoulders broad
In vain emprise.”

LowELr.

Saturn, or Cronus, the leader and instizator of the revolt
weary at last of bloedshed and strife,/withdrew to Italy, or Hcsf
peria, where he' founded-a’ prosperous kingdom, and reigned in
peace for many long years. ' ’ :

Jupiter, having disposed of all the Titans, now fancied he
'\\nuh.l enjoy the power so-unlawfully obtained; but Gza, to pun-
l.\-h him for depriving her children ‘of their |birth- Deatt
nglrlf,crcatul a terrible monster, called Typhceus, “fT";’:;.‘;“s'
U.r I‘\'I‘.;}mn, which she sent to attack him. ' This Typheeus was a
glant, from whose trunk one hundred dragon heads arose ; flames
shot from his eyes, nostrils, and muurhé: while he incessantly
uttered such-blood-curdling screams, that the gods, in terror, fled
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MINERVA AND PROMETHEUS.— Thorwaldsen.
o ( Copenhagen.)
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and none remained for the endowment of man. Although they
had not the remotest idea how to overcome this difficulty, they
proceeded to fashion man from clay.

““ Prometheus first fransmuted
Atoms culled for human clay.”
Hograce.

They first molded an image similar in form to the gods; bade
Eros breathe into its nostrils the spirit of life, and Minerva (Pal-
las) endow it with a soul ; whereupon man lived, and moved, and
viewed his new domain.

Justly proud of his handiwork, Prometheus observed man, and
longed to bestow upon him some great power, unshared by any
other creature of mortal birth, which would raise him far aboyve
all other living beings, and bring him nearer to the perfection of
the immortal gods.  Fire alone, in his estimation, could effect
this; hut fire was the special possession and prerogative of the
gods, and. Prometheus knew they would never willingly share it
with man, and that, should any one obtain it by stealth, they
would never forgive the thief. Long he pondered the matter. and
finally determined to obtain fire; or die in the attempt.

One dark night; therefore, he set out for Olympus, entered
unperceived into the gods’ abode, seized a lighted brand, hid it
i his bosom, and departed unseen, exulting in the success of his
enterprise.  Arrived upon_earth once more, he consigned the
stolen treasure to the care of man, who immediately adapted ‘it to
various. purposes, and eloquently expressed his gratitude to the

benevolent deity who had risked his own life to obtain it for him.

““Of Prometheus, how undaunted
On Olympus’ shininz bastions
His audacious foot he planted,
Myths are told and songs are chanted,
Eull of promptings and suggestions.
* Beautiful is the tradition
Of that flight through heavenly portals,
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The old classic superstition

Of the theft and the transmission
Of the fire of the Tmmortals.”

LLONGE

From his Jofty throne on the topmost peak of Mount Olympus
Jupiter beheld an unuspal light down upon earth. Anxious to
ascertain its exact nature, he watched it closely, and before long
discovered the Tarceny. ' |His anger then burst forth, terrible to
beholds-and-the gods all \1uznlr.-x1 when they heard him solemnly
vow he would punish-the lunhappy Prometheus without mercy.
To seize the offender in his mighty grasp, bear him off to the
Caucasian Mauntains; and bind him fast to a great rock, was but
+ moment’s work. | Therea voracioussvalture was summoned to
feast upon his liver, the tearing of which from his side by the
bird's cruel beak and talons caused | the sufferer intense anguish.
All day long the vulture, gorged himself; but during the cool
night, while the bird slept, Promethens’ suffering abated, and the
Jiver grew agai thus prolonging the torture, which bade fair to
have no. end:

Disheartened by |the\ prospect of long years of anremifting
pain, Promethets at times could not refrain from pitiful com-
plaints; but generation. after generation of men lived on earth,
and died, blessing him for the gift-he had obtained for them at
such a terrible cost. After many centuries of woe, Hercules, son
of | Jupiter and ‘Alcmene, fotnd Prometheus, kilted the viltire;
broke the adamantine ¢hains. and liberated the long-suffering

:_’\'( I‘i.

[he first mortals lived on earth in a state of perfect innocence
and bliss! fThe ait was pure and balmy ;. the sun shone brightly
all “the - vear > the earth brought forth delicions

Story of -
Epimetheus
and Pandora.

fruit in abundance | and beautiful, fragrant flowers
bloomed everywhere. Man was content. Extreme

cold. hunger, cickness, and death were unknown. Jupiter, who
justly ascribed a g yod part of this beatific condition to the gaift
conferred by Prometheus, was greatly displeased, and tried to
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PANDORA.— Sichel.
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Mercury, Jupiter's messenger, coming towards them. His step
was slow and weary, his garments dusty and travel-stained, and
he seemed almost to stagger beneath the weight of a huge hox
which rested upon his shoulders. Pandora immediately ceased
dancing, to speculate with feminine curiosity upon the contents
of the chest. She nudged Epimetheus, and in a-whisper begged
him to ask Mercury what brought him thither. Epimetheus
complied with her request; but Mercury evaded the question,
asked permission to deposit his burden in their dwelling for safe-
keeping, professing himself too weary to convey it to its destina-
tion that day, and promised to call for it shortly. The permis-
sion was promptly granted. Mercury, with a sigh of relief, placed
the box in one corner, and then departed, refusing all hospitable
offers of rest and refreshment.

He had scarcely crossed the threshold, when Pandora expressed
a strong desire to have a peep at the contents of the mysterious
box; but Epimetheus, surprised and shocked, told her that her
curiosity was unseemly, and. then, to dispel the frown and pout
seen for the first time on the fair face of his beloved, he entreated
her'to/come out into the fresh air and join in the merry games of
their companions. For the first time, also, Pandora refused to
comply with'his request.  Dismayed, and very much discotraged,
Epimetheus sauntered out alone, thinking she would soon join
him, and perhaps by some caress atone for her present willfulness.

Left alone with the mysterious casket, Pandora became more
and more inquisitive. | Stealthily she drew near, and examined it
with great interest, for it was curiously wrought of dark wood,
and surmounted by a delicately carved head, of such fine work-
manship that it seemed to smile and encourage her. Around
the box a glittering, golden cord was:wound :and fastened on top
in an intricate knot. | Pandora, who prided’ herself specially on
her deft fingers, felt sure she could unfasten it and, reasoning
that it would not be indiscreet to untie it if she did not raise the
lid, she set to work. Long she strove, but all in vain. BEver
and anon the laughing voices of Epimetheus and his companions,
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midst of his vituperation he suddenly heard a sweet little voice
entreat for freedom. The sound proceeded from the unforto-
nate box; whose cover Pandora had dropped again, in the first
moment of her surprise and pain. “Open, open, and T will heal
your wounds!  Please let me out!” it pleaded.
The tearful couple viewed each other mquiringly, and listened
again. Once more they heard the same pitiful accents: and
Epimetheus bade his wife open the box and set the speaker free,
adding very amiably, that she had already done so much harm
by her ill-fated curiosity, that it would be difficult to add
materially to its evil consequences, and that, perchance, the box
contained some good spirit, whose ministrations might prove
beneficial.

It was well for Pandora that she opened the box a se¢ond time,
for the gods, with.a sudden impulse of compassion, had concealed

among the eyil spirits one kindly creature, Hope, whose mission
was to heal the wounds inflicted by her fellow-prisoners:

*“ Hope sole remain’d within, nor took her fight,
Beneath the vessel's verge conceal’d from light.”

Hrsion (Elton's tr.).

Lightly fluttering hither and thither on her Snowy pinions,

Hope touched the punctured places on"Pandora’s and ST

theus' creamy skin, and relieved their suff ring; then quickly flew
out of the open window, to perform the same gentle office for the
other victims, and cheer their downeast Spirits.

Thus, faccording tol the lancients, evil entered into the world,
bringing untold misery ; but Hope followed closely in its foot
Steps, to aid struggling humanity, and point to a happier future.
“Hope rules a land forever green :

All powers that sérve the bright-eyed Queen

Are confident and gay ;
Clouds at her bidding disappear;
Points she to aught? —the bliss draws near,
And Fancy smooths the way.”

WorDSWORTH.
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During many centuries, therefore, Hope continued to be re-
vered, although the other divinities had ceased to be worshiped.

According to another version, Pandora was sent down to man,
bearing a vase 1 which the evil spirits were imprisoned, and on
the \\'.17\', seized by a fit of curiosity, raised the cover, and allowed
them all to escape.

Little by little the world was peopled; and the first years of
man’s. existence upon earth were, as we have seen, years of
unalloyed i\:lp]:éz!vc.\. There was no oceasion for
labor, -l'nr the earth brought forth spontaneously acEorrAres
all that was necessary for man’s subsistence.: Innocence, vir-
tue, and truth prevailed ; neither were there any laws to restrict
men, nor judges to punish.” This time of bliss has justly borne
the title of Golden Age, and the people in Ttaly then throve
under the wise rule of good old Saturn; or Cronis.

Unfortunately. nothing i this world is lasting ; and the Golden
Age was followed by another, not quite so prosperous, hence
called the Silver Age, when the year was first divided into seasons,
and men were obliged to toil for their daily bread.

*Succeeding times a silver age behold,
Excelling brass, but more excell’d by gold.
Thensummer, autumn, winter, did appénr,
And spring was but a season of the year;
The sun his annual course obliquely made,
Good days contracted, and enlarg’d the bad.
The air with sultry heats began to glow,
The wings of winds were cloga’d with ice and SNOwW ;
And shivering mortals into houses driven.
Sought shelter from the inclemency of heaven.
Those houses, then, were caves or homely sheds,
With twining osiers fenc'd, and moss their beds.
Then plows, for seed, the fruitful furrows broke,
And oxen labor'd first beneath the yoke.”

Ovin (Dryden’s tr).

Yet, in spite of these few hardships, the people were happy,

far happier than their descendants during the Age of Brass, which
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been so happy, and drowned their last despairing cries in their
seething depths;

“Now hills and vales no more distinction know,
And level’d nature lies oppress’d below ;
The most of mortals perish in the flood.”
Ovib (Dryden's tr.).

The rain continued

to fall, until, after many days, the waves
covered all the surface of the earth except the summit of Mount
Parnassus, the highest peak in Greece. On this Stossol
mountain, surrounded by the ever-rising flood, Deucalion
stood the son of Prometheus, Deucalion, with his o0 F¥rrha.
faithful wife Pyrrha, a daughter of Epimetheus and Pandora.
From thence they, the sole survivors, viewed the universal deso-
lation with tear-dimmed eyes.

In spite of the general depravity, the lives of this couple had
alyyays been pure and virtuous; and when Jupiter saw them there
alone, and remembered their piety, he decided not to include them
in the general destruction, but to Save their lives. He therefore
bade the swinds return to their cave, and the rain to cease. Nep-

tune, inaceordance with his deeree, blew a resounding blast upon

his conch shell to recall the wandering waves, which immediately
returned. within. their usual bounds,

““ At length the world was all restor’d to view;
But desolate, and of a sickly hue;
Nature beheld herself, and stoodiaghast,
A dismal desert and a silent waste.”

Ovib (Dryden’s tr.).

Deuealion and Pyrrha followed the receding waves step by
step down, the  steep monntain side; wondering how they should
repeople the desolate earth. As they \talked, they came to the
shrine of Delphi, which alone had been able to resist the force of

the waves. There they entered to consult the wishes of the gods.

Their surprise and horror were unbounded, however, when a

voice exclaimed, *“ Depart from hence with veiled heads, and
3
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cast your mother's bones behind you!” To obey such a com-
mand seemed sacrilegious in the extreme; for the dead had

always been held in-deej

p veneration by the Greeks,and the des-

ecration of a grave was considered a heinous crime, and punished
accordingly. ~But] they réasoned, the gods’ oracles can seldom be
accepted \in-a literal sense; and Deucalion, after due thought,
exnlained to Pyrrha what he coneeived to be the meaning of this -

il - ‘ g CHAPTER II.
mysterious command.

. S el s AN S - s vy

¢ "The Barth,® said he, “is the mother of all, and the stones JUPITER.
may bé considered her bones.” Husband and wife speedily

decided t6 act upon-this premise, and ‘ ontinued their descent, JuPITER, Jove, or Zeus, king of the gods, supreme ruler of i
‘ (SHALE T - er of the

casting stones behind them. |All those thrown by Deucalion universe, the special deity of mankind, the personification of the
were immediately changed intg men, ¥ hile those cast by Pyrrha sky zn?«l of all the phenomena of the air, and the S
became wormern. ""’““rd'm“ of political order and peace, was the most Iopitecs titles,

Thus the earth was peopled for the se ond time withra blame- prunnmgm of all the Olympian divinities: the others were oblized
less race of memn, sent to replace the wicked beings slain by to submit to his will, and trembled at his all-powerful nf',;j s

Tupiter. « Deucalion and Pyrrha shortly after became the happy C e whae .
Ju : ’ 2 '111; whose all-conscious eyes the world behold
e S s
. : ‘ : : ; . he eternal Thunderer sat, enthroned in gold.
Hellenic or. Greek race; while his sons Aolus and Dorus, and High heaven the footstool of his feet he nbl\
~ - na '(‘,SJ

parents of a.son named Hellen, who/ gave his name to all the

urandsons lon and’ Acha:us, becanie the ancestors of the Aolian, And wide beneath him all Olympus shakes.”
Dorian, Tonian, and| Achaian nations. b
= L L : 3 - - . B ~ . € Spoke, ¢ ; - QT
Other mythelogists, 1n- freating of the deluyian myths;state Sh ]\p 1;:" ind awful bends his sable brows,
. > . ] L Shakes his ambrosial curls, 2 -
that Deucalion and Pvrrha took refuge in an ark, which, alter The stam osial curls, and gives the nod,
; = th amp of fate and sanction of the god:
ioh heaven wi = 504
A gh'heaven with trembling the dread signal took
- = ~ 2 o S ’3
nd all Olympus to the center shook.”

sailing about for many davs. was stranded on the top of Mount
Parnassus: Fhis-version was far less popular with the Greeks,

! 1 1 i ~ ‘nirce whence
although it beyaysstill more plainly the/common SOUICt whence T
all these myths are derived.

The Fates astl
ates and Destiny alone d: [ 1
Stiny:. 2 » dare se Jupiter’s soverei
3 ed oppose Jupiter’s sovereign

<« Who does not see in drown Deucalion’s name, will, and they continued to issue their irrevocable d
‘ K | L able decrees, even
W henEarth her men and Sea had Jost her shore, after he supplanted his father anc ) y

P d his father and began to rule over all.

Old Noah 1”7

\J | ”ml-!:},; rr}lrl]llllx];:ilrt\\ ;th _:,‘” mh(:r Greekiand Roman divinities, Jupiter,
: al;was subject to: pleasure, pain, grief, and anger.

amll(q prey to all the passions which rule the hca\rls of men. e

) umn\:j—”;c:\;e(\]vlg; ']vl'L‘Sl-d'L“d at the councils held on the top of

LA s ympus, and summoned the gods whenever he
to discuss with them any matter of importance, or to in-
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dulge in a sumptuous repast, when they ate the celestial am-
brosia and quaffed the fragrant nectar.

He is generally represented as a fine majestic figure, with long
curling hair and beard, clad in fowing drapery, his redoubt-
able thunderbolts or scepter in one hand, and a statue of Vie-

tory in the other. The world is his footstool: and the eagle,

emblem of strength and power, is generally seen close beside him.

Jupiter had his own special attendants, such as Victoria, or
Nice, the goddess of victory, who was ever ready Jupiter's
to obey his slightest behest, and it is said her mas. attendants.
ter loved her so dearly, that he generally held an image of her in
his hand.

The hundred-tongued goddess of fame, Fama. trumpet in hand,
proclaimed, at his bidding, anything he wished, never question-
ing whether it"were true or false:

“Fame than who never plague that runs

Its way more swiftly wins:

Her very motion lends her power;

She flics and waxes every hour.

Al firsti she shrinks, and cowers for dread:
Ere'long she soars on high:

Upen the ground she plants her tread,
Her forchead in the sky.”

Varei (Conington’s tr.);

Close by Jupiter’s side was sometimes:seen Forfuna, goddess
of fortune, poised.on a constantly ‘revolying wheel, whereon she
jonrneyed throughout the world, scattering with careless hands
her numerous gifts, and layishing with indifference her choicest
smiles ; while Hebe, or Juventas, the zoddess of youth, was ever
ready st hisawish to{pour out thé nectar, ‘i which the gods were

wont to pledge each other.

*“Hebe, honored of them all,
Ministered nectar, and from cups of gold
They pledged each other.”

Hosmeg (Bryant's tr.).




GANYMEDE AND THE EAGLE.
( National Museum, Naples.)
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But this fair goddess awkwardly tripped and fell on a solemn oe-

easion, and was forced to resign her office. To replace her, the

father of the gods was obliged to go in quest of dnother cup-
bearer.

To facilitate his search, he assumed the form of an eagle, and
winged his flight over the earth. He had not lown far, before
he beheld a youth of marvelous beauty, alone on a neighboring
hill. To swoop down, catch him up in his mighty talons, and
bear him safely off to Olympus, was but a moment’s work : and
there the kidnapped youth Ganymede, the son of a kingrof Troy,
was carefully instructed in the duties he was called upon to per-
form in the future.

‘€ And godlike Ganymede, most beautiful
Of men; the gods beheld and caught him up
To heaven, so beautiful was he, to pour
The wineto Jove, and ever dwell with them.”

HoMER (Bryant’s ir.)

Selicitous for the welfare of mankind, Jupiter often visited the
earth, taking great care to assume some disguise which would
enable him to ascertain all he wished without any

- Story of
nisk of deteetion, Ons day he and Mercury, his. . Philémon
special messenger and fayorite among the gods, L
took the forms of needy; belated travelers,“and entered the'lowly
hut of a worthy old couple, Philemon and Baugis.

Eager to offer their best to the Strangers. these poor people
decided to kil their sole remaining goose; but their efforts to
secure it were vain, and finally the persecuted fowl took refuge
between Jupiter’s knees. Touched with their zeal, vel anxious: to
prevent thie death of the. confiding goose, (Jupiter revealed him-
self to his faithful wershipers, and in gratitude for their intended
sacrifice bade them ask any beon, promising by the great river
Styx — the most binding and solemn oath a god could utter—
to grant their request.

Contrary to the custom current in similar cases, Philemon
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and Baucis made a modest and judicious choice, and proffered

a timid request that they might serve the gods as long as life
and strength endured, and finally die together. This most rea-
sonable wish was immediately granted; and Jupiter, moreover,
changed their humble abode. into a superb temple, where they

conld offer daily sacnfices on his altars.

¢c Their little shed, scarce large enough for two,
Seems, from the ground increased, in height and bulk to grow.
A stately tcmpl-c shoots within the skies,
The crotches of their cot in columns rise;
The pavement polish’d marble they behold,

The gates with sculpture grac’d, the spires and tiles of gold.”
Ovip (Pryden’s tr.).

faithful service,.when age had made

After many years of
aucis were transformed into

them long for death, Philemon and B
which stood for many.a century in front of the

majestic oaks,
nts of the love and faith which had bound the

temple, monume
pair through life.

Although married to Juno,
with.other goddesses, and even with morta
themselves.did not practice polygamy, but their gods were sup-
all their passions with impunity. As

Jupiteroften indulged in love affairs
1 maidens. Theancients

posed to be able to indulge I
the “personification of the sky,. Jupiter, therefore, consorted at
times with Juno (the Atmosphere), with Dione ( Moisture), with
Themis (Justice), etc., without Ancurring any reproachs; for these
in their estimation; were all symbolical:

marriages,
Jupiter was forced to

But Juno being of a jealous disposition,
great secrecy and cirt‘nmspertinn. and

conduct his courtships with
To win

therefore generally adopted the precaution of a disguise.
Europa, the fair daughterof Agener, for instance, he became a bulls
< The gods themselves,
Humbling their deities to love, haye taken
The shapes of beasts upon them. Jupiter

Became a bull, and bellow’d.”
SHAKESPEARE.

JUPITER. 4

One L]Zl_\|‘ Europa was playing in her father’s meadows with her
three brothers, Cadmus, Pheenix, and Cilix, when she sudde T
saw a white bull coming towards her; nn’t with : .‘\U( o
fiery eyes and lowered horns, but gently, as if 1'0 Jupl‘gl‘;rzizfﬂf’s
express a mute request to be petted. “The maiden delighted
stroked the beast, and decked him with bright garlands .(‘xf y { U' :
blossoms. Then, seeing him kneel, as it"tn ;l\‘ilt' 1;('r t'(mm ot
she lightly sprang upon his broad back, calling to her cc ; I‘“‘"’f‘.“t-
to follow her example ; but, before they ruul?l do as \.]‘:2‘1‘::““‘?;“
the bull had risen to his feet, and L";llin]ntll oft lm;'ql rds lﬂU 4
with his fair burden on his back. - e

Instead of turning when he saw the foam-crested waves. he

lunged i > midst of i1 i
plunged into the midst of them, and in a few minutes disap

I}mr_u.l from view, so rapidly did he swim away. To reassure
the 1r.1;hI.chd girl, the bull now.speke in gentle accents, bidding

r dismiss ¢ AT, e was the gre: yiter 1 ISEl -
her dismiss all fear, for h s the great Jupiter in disguise

““Take courage, gentle maid! nor fear the tide:
I, though near-seen a bull, am heayeanly jo\"c'.

I change my shape at will.” : .
Moscaus (Elton's ).

P‘leascd with the novelty of her situation, and flattered by the
god’s evident admiration; Europa ceased to struggle, wr.mn:! h(‘rv
arms. more closely around the bull’s neck to ]:r;'.;'('ll[ the w;n-@
fl(?ll.l washing her off her perilous seat, and allowed herself to 'h.e
carried away.

Jupiter finally deposited his fair burden upon-the shores of a
néw land, to which he gallantly gave her name, I“.lirupcx H::
then resumed his wonted form, explained at length his n-.ﬂ.s:;ns for
SO un('.(‘rcnn.mi(msl_\-' kidnapping her; and finally won her ('tmst'!‘lt
to th<.-1r union, Their three sons were. Minos, Rhadamanthus
fmd .\;n.jwdnn. The two former were subsequently .'qr]minte;i
judges in the Infernal Regions, while the third found an early
but glorious death during the Trojan war. '

All unconscious
mconscious of their sister’s fate, the young princes had
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JUPITER. 47

returned in haste to their father's palace to announce her sudden
involuntary departure, Agenor, whose favorite she had always
been, rent his garments for gricf, and bade his sons Ssarch

go forth and seck her, and not to return till they  for Europa.

had found her. Accompanied by their mother, ‘Telephassa, they

immediately set out on their journey, inguiring of all they met if
they had seen their sister.

Search and inquiry proved equally
fruitless.

At last, weary of this hopeless quest, Pheenix refused his fur-
ther aid, and allowed his sorrowing relatives to continue without
him, remaining in a land which from him was called Pheenieia.
Cilix, too, soon followed his example, and settled in a fertile
country which they had reached, hence called Cilicia; and
finally Telephassa, worn out with grief and fatigue, lay down to
die, charging her oldest son to go on alone:

Cadmus wandered on till he came to Delphi, where he con-
sulted'the oracle; but, to his great dismay, the only reply he re-
ceived was, © Follow the cow, and settle where she rests”

In deep perplexity he left the temple, and, from force of habit,
journeyed on, patiently questioning all he met. Soon he per-
ceived a cow leisurely walking in front of him, and, mindful of
the oracle, he eeased his search and followed her.. Urged by
curiosity, many adventurers joined him on the way, and, when
the cowrat last lay down in the ‘land since called Beeotia; they
all promised to aid Cadmus, their chosen leader, to found their
future capital,;which was to be called Thebes.

Parched with thirst after their long walk, the men then has-
tened to a neighboring spring, but, to Cadmus’ surprise, time

passed and still they did not return. Armed with  pounding

histrusty sword, he finally went down to/thespring  ©f Thebes:

to discover the cause of their delay, and found that they had
all been devoured by a huge dragon, which lived in the hollow.
The prince raised his sword to avenge their death, and dealt

the dragon such a deadly blow upon the head, that he put an
immediate end to its existence.
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While Cadmus stood there contemplating his lifeless ffn‘. a
voice bade him extract the dragon’s teeth, and sow thcn? in the
ground already broken for his future city. No human being was
within sight: so—Cadmus knew the order proceeded from the
fmmortal gods, and immediate ly. prepared to obey it. 'The ‘!1‘.1g—
oi'swteetl were no sooner planted, than a crop of ;-‘jl:-l!)lf;
sprang from the <oil. full grown, and armed to the t}u:th. lhf:_\’
were about to fall upon{ :ulnm.\. when the same voice lmﬂdc_- him
¢ast a stone in' the Taidst of their close-drawn phalanx. admus,
seeing the gianisywere almost upon him.and that no time was to be
lost, quickly threw a‘stone. The effect pr-'nhn ed was almost ml
stantaneous : for the gants, eac hifancying it had been tlx‘x'uwn ?)_\
his neighbor, began fighting among themselves. In a few min-
utes the number of giants was reduced fto five, who sheathe d their
bloodstained -weapons, and humbly tendered lhm'r SEEVIC es. to
Cadmus. With their aid, the foundations of the city Were laid ;
but their labor was not.very arduouss.as the gods caused N‘IHI\,‘
of the public buildings to rise, up out of.the cround, all complete,
and ready foruse. : )

4 Toréward Cadmus for ‘his loving and ;r:x-}n.\l_ukm;.: search tf.;r
Europa, Jupiter'gave him lht"‘h;“'ld of the fair princess H.un‘u »min._
a daughter of Mars and Venus, in marrage. { admus, the
fnun(l(lr ofiEhebessisssupposed. to have in\'cn.tu‘. the alphabet,
and introduced its use into ¢ ireece.  Although his eareer was \'vr_v'
prosperous at first, he [finally incurred, the av rath of the gods }.)
f »r::\l!m;. oft ' Solemn occasion, to offer them a suitable'sacrifice
;mtA‘L in anger at his dereliction, they changed him and ILumnm )
imto huge serpents. -
“x"lllr-‘l‘l'fr Wi 1 . of conrse; very widely and _:i)!h:.]'a‘i].‘..‘ \\'(.wrs‘hu'»ml
by the ancients; ‘and.his principal temples—ithe (.IHPHAU‘ at lu‘xmf‘:
: and the shrine of Jupiter Ammon in Iibya— have

Worship . v ‘ s

of Jupiter.  peen world-renowned. He also had a noted tem

le at Dodona, where an oak tree gave forth mysterious proph-

o ‘ : : ing of
ecies, which were supposed to have been inspired by the k

5 been dmn\'crul
gods; this long lost shrine has recently

JUPITER.

““Oh, where, Dodona! is thine aged grove,
Prophetic fount, and oracle divine ?
What valley echoed the response of Jove?
What trace remaineth of the Thunderer’s shrine ?
All, all forgotten!”

Byron.

A magnificent temple at Olympia, on the Peloponnesns; was
also dedicated to Jupiter; and here every fifth year the people of

(GGreece were wont to assemble to ecelebrate games, in honor of

Jupiter's great victory over the Titans. ‘These festivals were
knoyn as the Olympian Games; and the Greeks generally reck
oned time by olympiads, that is to say, by the space of time be-

tween the celebrations. Within the temple at Olympia stood a

wonderful statue of gold and ivory, the work of Phidias. Tts pro-
eauty were such, that it was counted one of
Seven Wonders of the ancient world.

portions and 1

the
It is said, too, that the
arfist, hayving completed this masterpiece, longed for some sign

of approyal from iu":l\'vn. and fervently prayed for a teken that
the god accepted his laber.  Jupiter, in answer to this prayer,
senta vivid lL\>ll of lightning, which played about the colossal
image, illuminating it, but leaving 1t quite unharmed.

The Greeks were indebted to Phidias for many of their most
exquisite statues of the gods; but none of the others equaled
this figure of Jupiter in size, dignity of attitude, or

elaborate
finish.

< Wise Phidias, thushis skill to prove,
Through many a god advane’d to Jove,
And taught the polish’d rocks to shine
With airs and lineaments divine;
Till Greece, amaz'd, and half afraid,
Th’ assembled deities survey'd.”

ADDISON.
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CHAPTER IIL
JUNO.

Juno (Hera, Here), queen of heaven, and goddess of the
atmosphere and of marriage, was the daughter of Cronus and
Rhea, and consequently the sister of Jupiter; but, Tunos
as soon as the latter had dethroned his parents and  marriage.
seized the scepter, he began to look about him for a suitable help-
mate. Juno won his affections by her great beauty; and he im-
mediately began his courtship, which he earried on in the guise
of a cuckoo, to mfuse a little romance into it.  He evidently
fonnd favor in her sight, and won her consent to share his throne :
for shortly afterward their wedding was celebrated with great
pomp on Mount Olympus. It was on this solemn occasion that
the immortal conelave of the gods declared that Juno should be
heneeforth honored as goddess of marriage.

¢ Juno, who presides
Supreme o'er bridegrooms and o’er brides.”
o

Virgir (Conington’s tr.).

But although in the beginning this union seemed very happy,
there soon arose subjects for contention; for unfortunately Jupiter
was inclined to be faithless, and Juno jealous, and, like the ele-
ment she personified, exceedingly variable in her moods. On such

occasions she gave way to her violent .temper,;and bitterly re-

proached her husband, who, impatient of her censure; punished

her severely, and, instead of reforming, merely continued his nu-
merous intrigues with renewed zest.
On one occasion he fell deeply in loye with a2 maidenr named
51
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Callisto, @entle, fair, and dlender: but, in spite of all the precau-
tions which he took when visiting her, Juno discovered the ob-
Storyof Callisto ject of his affections, Night and day she thought

and Arcas.  apd plunm'«\. until she devised a .\pc(‘in-s of re-

yenge which seemedradequateé:~ The graceful girl was suddenly

bereft of speech, changed into a rough, ungainly bear, and driven
outsinto the solitudes of the great forests, which were from that
time. forth te be her home. Jupiter vainly sought his missing
ladylove, and it was ‘only long Afterward that he discovered her
and her little bear son Arcas. ~Tn pity for all they had suffered,
he transferred them. both to the sky, where they are still known
2s the constellations of the Great and Little Bear.
Juno, like her busband, had also her spectal attendant, ITis
(the Rainbow), whom she frequently employed as messenger, —4a
Jund's task which this, deity accomphshed with-as much
attendant. | celerity as~ Mercury. Her fight through the air
was so rapid, that she was seldom seen and no one would have
known she had passed, had" it not been for the brilliant trail her

many-colored robe leff behind her in the sky.

&1 ike fiery clouds, that flush with ruddy glare,
Or Iris, ghding through the purple air;
When loosely girt her dazzling mantle flows,
And’gainst the.sun.in arching colors glows.”
Fraccus (Elton’s tr).

Juno is/the mother of Mars, Hebe, and Vulean, and is always
described and represented as a beautiful, majestic woman, clad
in fowing robes; with a diadem and scepter. ‘The peacock and
cuckoo were both sacred to her. and are therefore often seen at
her side.

Her principal places of worship were at Mycen®, Sparta, Argos,
Rome, and Hereum. She had also numerous other sanctuaries

Worship seattered throughout the an ient world, and was
of Judo. worshiped in the same temples as | upiter. Many

fine statues of this:goddess were found in Greece and Italy, some

IRTS, —Tito Contl
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of which are still extant, and serve to show the ancients’ exalted
conception of the (Queen of Hl-zl\-'rn; e
Juno’s festivals, the Matronaha, 1n Rtm.\rj were a \\‘('\].\AH '
br:’m—w! with great pomp.  Less important feasts ‘\\L'rtl G <h;:
Slolrv of Cleobis each t'ﬂy where a (umpln: was (i('«hllf,.lrfl( 'Irn 5 .'
and Biton: < (On one of these occasions an old l)!’]l,‘.\[(;?.\ .\\‘L\ Very
anxionsto go to the temple at Argos, .\‘.'h(,‘l'l;‘ she had mnns‘uir:‘d ;:),
the ;;m!(lcs;\: for many; years, and .\\'hu'h she had lr.\'ft ,””lf\ (:Vh:,
In-'JI'\I'il:LL The way was longjand dusty - /50 x‘ln- age \H\{I?L\ﬂ?, o
could no longer walk sucha distance, bade 1}«‘.1‘ SORS, ( (-n’n‘x v‘m‘ 1
iiikk'xrl. harness her white heifers to huf car. The \ml"h\' L]:;nniui:‘
to-do her bidding; buf, although they m-.u'."hcd (:.1;1“1.‘ _\,w :
hci(c!.'s could not _be found: Rather than A'h.\.'lpprmvn, .i')T‘:lr ”h:(
mother, who had set hier heart upon attending the servic m‘, l.l“.\\:
kin'l-lu;nrlul <ons harnessed themselves| to 'thu (Va,r‘l., .]l'n:m:i;n\
her through the city to the temple gates, :_m.u.\\ the m‘-( an; :
nt: all i.ln-l[."’“}"h‘. who admired this trait ni.hhv;ll ,[‘i;‘.\"”:‘)”,‘; N
The motherswas S0 touched by her sons affection, tha 5 I.
knelt hefore the altar, she feryently pmyml Juno to l'(',\.[()\\ ‘ufp;‘;:‘
them the greatest boonsn | her Power. At ll.lc rmn'!tT.\ulunl.“-' mn\.
cervices the ex-priestess went into llu: lf\-rncn, \'.hu{x‘ \Am‘;,ﬂ.mi
;n'ui thrown themselves to rest after ;hrn‘ un\\'}‘»111(1‘;.?}“’({ \_il;
S ad.of finding them merely asleep, as she CXpPe ed,
}s')("rl'tl‘ltlimt‘;lz'lxlxl dead. The Queen of Heaven had ”:I.ml‘m;lhjll
lh;';n while asleep to)the Fiysian Fields, the place of endless

1 r O ‘l.’t',,
i i h 2y € :d eternal hife.
bliss, where such as they enjoye

CHAPTER IV.
MINERVA.

ALrHOUGH immoital, the gods werée not exempt from physical
pain. One day Jupiter suffered intensely from a sudden head-
ache, and, in hopes that some mode of alleviation Birth of

would be devised, he summoned all the gods to Minerva.

Olympus. Their tnited. efforts were vain, however; and even
the rémedies suggested by Apollo, god of medieine, proved ineffi-
cacious. Unwilling, or perchance unable; to endure the racking
pam any longer, Jupiter bade one of his sons, Vulcan, cleave

his head ‘open-with an ax. “With cheerful alaerity the dutiful

god obeyed: and np sooner was the operation performed, than
Minerva (Pallas, Athene) sprang out of her father’s head, full-
grown, clad in glittering armor, with poised.spear;andichanting
a triumphant song of victory.

“ From his awful head
Whom Jovébrought forth, in warlike armor drest,
Golden, all radiant. ”

SHELLEY.

The assembled gods recoiled in fear before this unexpected
appantion, while at the same time a mighty' commotion over
land and sea proclaimed the advent of a/great divinity.

The ;;«~ul'.h->.\-, who had thus joined the inhabitants of Olympus,

was destined to preside: over peace, defensive war, and needle-
work, to be'the incarnation of wisdom, and to put to flight the
obscure deity called Dullness, who until then had ruled the world.
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MINERVA.

‘“Ere Pallas issu’'d from the Thund’rer’s head,
Dullness o'er all possess’d her ancient right,
Daughter of Chaos and eternal Night.”

POFE

Minerva, having forced her unattractive predecessor to beatan
ignominious retreat, quickly seized the scepter, and immediately

began to rule in her stead.

Not long after her birth, Cecrops, a Pheenician, came to
Greece, where he founded a beautiful city in the province since
called Attica. All the gods watched his iindertak- Nati
ing with great interest; and finally, seeing the town of Athens.
promised to become a thriving place, each wished the privilege
of naming it. -A general council was held, and after some de-
liberation most of the gods withdrew their claims. Soon none
but Minerva and-Neptune were left to-contend for the coveted
honor.

To settle the quarrel without evincing any partiality, Jupiter
announced that the eity would be intrusted to the protection of
the deity-who would create the most useful object for the use of
man. Raising his trident, Neptune struck the ground, from which
a noble horse sprang forth, amid the exclamations of wonder and
admiration ‘of all the spectators. " His qualities were duly ex-
plained by his proud creator, and all thought it quite impossible
for Minerva to surpass him.  Loudly they laughed; and scorn-
fully too, when she, in her turn, produced an olive tree; but
when she had, told\them the manifold uses to which' wood, fruit,
foliage, twigs, etc., could be applied; and explained that the
olive was a sign of peace and presperity, and therefore far more
desirable than the horse, the emblem of war and wretchedness,

they could but acknowledge her gift the most serviceable, and

award her the prize.

To commemorate this victory over her rival, Minerva gave
her own name of Athene to the city, whose inhabitants, from
that time forth, were taught to honor her as their tutelary

goddess.
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Ever at Jupiters side, Minerva often aided him by her wise
counsels, and in times of war borrowed his terrible shield, the
Agis, which she flung over her shoulder when she sallied forth
to i,_:i\'u her support to those whose cause was just.

‘*Her shoulder bore
The dreadful Zgis with its shaggy brim
Bordered with Terror. There was'Strife, and there
Was Fortitude, and. there was fierce Pursuit,
And there the Gorgon’s head,a ghastly sight,
Deformed-and d'rcadful, and.a sign of woe.”
Homex (Bryant's tr.).

The din of battle had/no terrors for this deughty goddess,
nd on every occasion she was wont, to plunge into the thickest
of ithe fray with the ntmost valor.

These virile tastes were, however. fully counterbalanced" by
some exclusively feminine, for Minerva was /asydeft with her
Story of needle as with her sword: | In Gregce there lived

Atashac in those. olden times a maiden by the name of
Arachne. Pretty, woung, and winsome, she would have been
loved by all had it not been for her iordinate pride, not in her
}xcrsunai advantages, but in her skill as=a needlewoman.

Arachne, in her coneeit;-fancied that no one could equal the
work done by her deft fingers, so she boasted far and wide that
she wonld have no fear to match her skill with Minerva’s. She
made this remark so Joudly and.so frequently, that the goddessavas
finally annoyed, and 1eft herseat in high\ Olympus te come down
u}um‘ n:;irih';m_:.'l punish the maiden. In the guifc of an old
crone. she entered Arachne’s house, seated herself, and began
a conversation. In a few minutes the maiden had resumed
her usnal strain, and:renewed her rash boast. Minerva gently
advised her to be more modest, lest she should ineur the wrath
of the gods by her presumptuous words; but Arachne was so
Mindml‘i-\' lwr‘ conceit, that she.scorned the well-meant syarn-

ine. saucily tossed her head. and declared she wished the god-

dess would hear her, and propesea contest, 1n which she would

MINERVA. 59

surely be able to prove the truth of her assertions. This insolent
speech so incensed Minerva, that she cast aside her disguise and
aceepted the challenge.

Both set up their looms, and began to weave exquisite designs
in tapestry: Minerva choosing as her subject her contest with
Neptune; and Arachne, the kidnapping of Europa. Insilence
the fair weavers worked, and their webs grew apace under their
practiced fingers. The assembled gods, the horse, the olive tree,
seemed to live and move under Minerva’s flashing shuttle.

““Emongst these leaves she made a Butterflie,
With excellent device and wondrous slight,
Fluttring among the Olives wantonly,

That seem’d to live, so like it was in sight:

The velvet nap which on his wings doth lie,
The silkentdowne with which his'backeiis dight,
His broad outstretched hornes; his hayrie thies,
His glorious colours, and his glistering eies.”

SPENSER.

Arachne, in the mean while; was intent upon her swimming
bull, against whose broad breast the waves splashed, and upon a
half-laughing, half-frichtened girl, who clung to the bull’s horns,

while the wind played with her flowing tresses and garments.

“Sweet: Europa’s mantle blew unclasp’d;
From off her shoulder backward borne :
From one hand droop’d a crocus: one hand'grasp’d
The mild bull’s golden horn.”

TeExNysON.

The finishing touches all given, each turned to view her
rival’s work, and at the very first glanice Arachne was forced to
acknowleduze her failure. ~To be thus outstripped, after all her
proud boasts, was humiliating indeed. Bitterly did Arachne now
repent of her folly; and in her despair she bound a rope about
her neck, and hung herself. Minerva saw her discomfited rival
was about to escape: so she quickly changed her dangling body
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into a spider, and condemned her to weave and spin without
ceasing,—a warning to all conceited mortals.

Minerva, the goddess-of wisdom, was widely worshiped. Tem
ples and altars without number were dedicated to her ser-
Worship of -~ VICE, tlie most celebrated of all being the Parthenon

Minerva. | ¢ Athens. Naught but the ruins of this mighty
pile now: exist; but they suffice [to testify, to the beauty of the
edifice. which seryed, in turn,, as temple, churgh, mosque, and

finally as|powder magazine.

¢ Fair Parthenon/! yet still must Fancyaweep
For thee, thou work of nobler spirits flown.
Bright, as of old, the sunbeams o’er thee sleéep
In all their beauty still—and thine is gone!
Empires havesunk since thou wert first revered,
And varying rites have sanctificd thy shrine.
The dust is round thee of the race that rear'd
12

Thy walls; and thou—their fate must'soon be thine !
HeMANS.

Statues of Minerva—a beantiful, majestic woman, fully clothed
and armed ~— were very-numerous. . I'hemost celebrated of all; by
the renownied Greek sculptor: Phidias, measured full forty feetin
height. Festivals were celebrated in honor of Minerva wherever
her, worship was_held,—some, the Greek Panathenw®a, for in-
stance, only every four years; others, such as the Minervalia
and Quinql'm:ri.l. every year. At these festivals; the Palladium; a
statue of the goddess, said tol have fallen from-heaven, wasicar-
ried in procession through the city, where the people hailed its

appearance with joyful cries and sopgs of praise.

CHAPTER V.
APOLLO.

I'HE most glorious and beautiful among all the gods was Apolla

(Pheebus, Sol, Helios, Cynthius, Pytheus), god of the sun, of medi-

cine, music, poetry, and all fine arts.

* Bright-hair'd Apollo! — thou who ever art
A blessing to thé world — whose mighty heart
Forever pours out love, and light, and life;
Thou, at whose glance, all things of earth are rife
With happiness; to whom, in early spring,
Bright flowers raise up their heads, whereler they cling
On the steep mountain side, orin the vale
Are nestled calmly. Thou at whom the pale
And weary earth looks up, when winter fiees,
With patient gaze: thou for whom wind-stripped trees
Put on fresh leaves, and drink deep of the light
That glitters in thine eye: thow:in whose bright
And hottest rays the eagle fills his eye
With quenchless fire, and far, far up on high
Screams out his joy to thee, by all the names
That thou dost bear — whether thy godhead claims
Pheebus or Sol, or golden-hair’d Apollo,
Cynthian or Pythian, if thou dost follow
The fleeing night, oh, hear
Our hymn to thee, and willingly draw near!” ]
IKE.
Apollo was the son of Jupiter and Latona, or Leto, the god-
dess of dark nights. Juno’s' jealousy had been aroused by
Jupiter’s preference for her rival. To avenge herself, she banished
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T.atona to earth, and declared that if any one, mortal or immor-
tal, showed her any pity or gave her any assistance, he would
incur her lasting resentment.

After long, painful wanderings on earth, poor Latona, weary
and parched with: thirst, drew near.a small pool by the wayside
to refresh-herselfi; ‘but, nrged by Junoy some reapers bade her
pass on, and" then, seeing she paid no heed to their commands,
they sprang into the shallow waters; and stirred up the mud at
the bottom until it was quite unpalatable,” With tear-dimmed
eyes, Latona prayed these cruel men might never, leave the spot
whereon they now stoad; ‘and Jupiter, in answer to her prayer,
immediately transformed them into huge green frogs, which crea-
fures have since them showed great preference for muddy pools.

Driven on once more by Juno’s unrelenting hatred, ILatona
finally came to the seashore; where she stretched' out imploring
hands to Neptune, who sent a dolphin to bear her in safety to
the floatingiisland of Delos, raised.in her behalf from the depths
of the sea. The rocking motion, however, proving disagreeable
to the goddess, Neptuné chained the island/fast in the Ageéan
Sea: and there in that delightful climate, justly praised by poets,
were born to Jupiter and Latona twin ehildren, Apollo and Diana,
the divinities of the sun-and-moon.

Apollo, having attained manhood, could not avoid the usual
lot of the gods, as well as of mortal men, — the pangs of love.

Story/of They:were first inspired by Coronis, a fair maiden,

Corhghis, who 'kindled' within his \breast an ardent flame.
The sun god wooed the girl warmly and persistently, andat length
had the deep satisfaction of seeing his affections returned. His
bliss, however, proved but fleeting; for Coronis, reasoning, that,
if one lover were so, delightful, fwo would be donbly so, secretly

encouraged another suitor.

¢ Flirted with another lover
(So at least the story goes)
And was wont to meet him slyly,

Underneath the blushing rose.”
SAXE.

APOLLO. ()3

} ~ - {1 arr, |y
Although so cleverly managed, these trysts could not escape
the brght eyes of Apollo’s favorite bird, the snowy raven.—
for such was his hue in those early times,—so /% flew off in
haste to' his master to report the discovery he had made. Des-
perate with loye and jealousy, Apollo did not hesitate, but, seiz-

mg his bow and deadly arrows, shot Coronis through the heart

I'he deed was no sooner accomplished, than all his love re-
turned with tenfold power; and, hastening to Coronis’ side, he
vainly tried all his remedies (he was god of medicine) to recall
her to life,

“The god of Physic
Had no antidote; alack!
He who took her off so deftly
Couldn’t bring the maiden back !”

SAXE.

o {8 ) i =

Bending over the lifeless body of his beloved one, he bewailed
his fatal has'ty, and cursed the bird which had brought him the
unwelcome tidings of her faithlessness.

“Then he turned upon the Raven,
“Wanton babbler! see thy fatel
Messenger of mine no lenger,
Go to Hades with thy prate?

“““Weary Pluto with thy tattle!
Hither, mouster, come not back;
And — to match thy.disposition —
Henceforth be thy plumage black 17

SAXE.

The only reminder of this unfortunate episode was a young
son of Apelle and! Coronis; Asculapius (Asklepios), who was
carefully instructed by Apollo in' the healing art.
e (Res b - s Asculapius,

1e disciple’s talent was so great, that he soon
rivaled his master, and even, it is said, recalled the dead to life.
Of course, these miracles did not long remain concealed from
Jupiter’s all-seeing eye; and he, fearing lest the people would
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forget him and worship their physician, seized one of his thun-
derbolts, hurled it at thé clever youth, and thus brought to an
untimely end his brilliant medical career.
¢ Then. Jove, incensed that man should rise
From darkness to the upper skies,
The leech that wrought such healing hurled

With lightning down to Pluto’s world.”

VirciL (Conington’s tr).

Aisculapius’ race was not entirely extinet, however, for he left

two sons— Maehaon ‘and Podalirius, who inherited his medical
skill — and a daughter, Hygeia, who watched.over the health of
man.

Maddened with grief at the unexpected loss of his son, Apollo
would fain have wreaked his vengeance upon.the Cyclopes, the
Admetus and authors of the fatal thunderbolt ; but ere he could

Aleestis. | execute his purpose, Jupiter interfered, and, to pun-
ih him, banished him to earth, where he ‘entered the service of
Admetus, King of Thessaly. One consolation alone now remained
to the exiled god,— his music. « His dulcet tones soon won the
admiration/ of/ his/ companions, and-€ven that of the king, who
listened to his‘songs with pleasure, and to reward him gave him

the position of head shepherd.

¢ Then King Admetus, one who had
Pure faste by right divine,
Decreed his singing not too bad
T'o hear between the cups of wine:

¢ And so, well pleased with being soothed
Into a sweet halfisleep
Three times his kingly beard he smoothed
And made him viceroy o’er his sheep.”
LowELL.
‘Time passed. Apollo, touched by his master’s kindness, wished

to bestow some favor in his turn, and asked the gods te grant

Admetus eternal life. His request was complied with, but only on
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condition, that, when the time came which had previously been
appointed for the good king’s death, some one should be found
willing to die in his stead. “This. divine decree was reported to
Alcestis, Admetus’ beautiful young wife, who in a passion of self-
sacrifice offered herself as substitute, and cheerfully gave her
life for her husband. But immortality was too du‘n‘l.\’ bought at
such a price; and Admetus mourned until Hcr('ulcs; pil\'i;]_; his
grief, descended into. Hades, and brought her back l'r:t,nﬁ the
tomb.
*“Did not Hercules by force

Wrest from the guardian Monster of thie tomb

Alcestis, a reanimated Corse,

Given back to dwell on earth in vernal bloom ?”

WORDSWORTH

Apolio, after endowing Admetus with immortality, left his ser-
vice, and went to assist Neptune, who had alse been banished
to earth, to build the walls of Troy. Scorning to phe wallsof
perform any menial tasks, the God of Music seated R
himself near by, and played such inspiring tunes that the Stones
waltzed into place of their own accord.

Then, his term of exile being ended, he returned to heayen,
and there resumed his wonted duties. From his exalted posi-
tion he often cast loving glances down upon men,  apeiio siays
whose life he had shared for a short time, whose Fopiens
every privation he had endured; and, in answer to their prayers,
he graciously extended his protection over them, and ‘lvli\"cnz(l
them from misfortunes too numerous to mention. Among other
deeds done for men was the slaying of the monster serpent
Python, born from the slime and stagnant waters which remained
upon the surface of the earth after the Deluge. None had dared
approach the monster; but Apollo fearlessly drew near, and
slew him with his golden shafts. The victory over the temble
Python won for Apollo the surname of Pytheus (the Slayer), by
which appellation he was frequently invoked.

This annihilation of Python is, of course, nothing but an alle-
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gory, illustrating the sun’s power to dry up marshes and stag-

nant pools, thus preventing the lurking fiend malaria from making

further inroads.

Apollo has always been a favorite subject for painters and

sculptors. The most beautiful statue of him is the Apollo Belye-
dere; which represents him at the moment of his conquest of the
Python.

Although successful in war, Apollo was very unfortunate indeed
in friendship. One day he came down to earth to enjoy the
society of a youth of mortal birth, named Hya- Avoiloing
cinthus. To pass the time agreeably, the friends Hyacinthus.
began a game of quoits, but had not played long, before Zephy-
rus, god of the south wind, passing by, saw them thus ocen-
pied. Jealous of Apollo, for he too loved Hyacinthus, Zephy-
rus. blew. Apollo’s. quoit aside so violently that it struck his
playmate, and felled him to the ground. Vainly Apollo strove
to check the stream of bleod which flowed from the ghastly
wound. ‘Hyacinthus was already beyond aid, and in a few sec-
onds breathed his last in his friend’s arms. To keep some re-

minder of the departed, Apollo changed the fallen blood drops

into clusters of flowers, ever since called, from the youth’s nanie,
hyvacinths; while Zephyrus, perceiving too Jate the fatal effect
of his jealousy, hovered inconsolable over the sad spot, and
tenderly caressed the damty fowers which had sprung from his
friend’s lifeblood.
¢ Zephyr penitent,
Who now, ere Phcbus mounts the firmament,

Fondles the flower.”
Keats

Ta diyert his nind from the moumful fate of Hyacinthus,
Apollo sought the company of Cyparissus, a clever young hunter;
but this friendship was also doomed to a sad end,  aponioand
for Cyparissus, having aceidentally killed Apollo’s =~ Cyparissus,

y \FLVEDERE pet stag, grieved so sorely over this mischance, that he pined away,
:\m,l\l-'_t:..,\l,:\: Ron .)J and finally died. Apollo then changed his lifeless clay into a
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cypress tree, which he declared should henceforth be wused

to shade the graves of those who had been greatly beloved

through life.
Some time after-this-episode, Apollo encountered in the for-
est a heautiful' symph! by Jthe name of Daphne; the daughter of

Apollgrand the tiver. god  Peseus. “Loye at first sight was the

Daphbie: immediate consequence: oix Apolle’s: part, and he
longed! to. speak: to: the maid \and win her affections.  He frst
tried to approach her gently, so.asnot to frighten her; but, hefore
he could reach herside, she fled, and he, {l'T_‘:i_L‘(fUl of all else,
pursued. her flying - footsteps. As he ran, he called aloud to
Daphne, enlreating hee to pause were it only for a moment, and
promising to do her o hann.

< Abafe, fair fugitive, abate thy speed;
Dismiss thy fears, and turn thy beauteous head;
With kind regard a panting loverview;
Lessswiftly fly, lessSwiftly Pll'pursue:
Pathlessyalastand rugged is the ground,

Somestone .may hurt thee. or some thorn may wound.

You fly, alas!| not knewing whom you fly;
Noill-bred swain, nor rustic clown, am 1.
PRIOR.
The “terrified -girl paid-no heed to. promises.or entreaties, but
sped on until” her strength began to fail, and she perceived, that,
notwithstauding her'utmost: efforts, her pIISUEHWAS gaining upen
her. Panting and trembling, she sy erved-aside, and rushed down
to the edge of her father’s stream, calling out loudly for his pro-
tection. No sooner had she reached the water 's edge, than her
feet seemed rooted to the Zr yunds Arough bark rapidly inclosed
her quivering limbs, while her tremblinghhands) were| fillegd with
leaves. Her father had granted her prayer by changing her into
a laurel free.
Apollo, coming up just then with outstretched arms, clasped
nothing but a rugged tree trunk. At first he could not realize

that the fair maiden had vanished from his sight forever; but,

APOLLO AND DAPHNE.— Bemini.
( Villa Borghese, Rome.)
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when the truth dawned upon him, he declared that from hence-
forth the laurel would be considered his favorite tree, and that
prizes awarded to poets, musicians, etc.; should consist of a
wreath of its glossy foliage.
¢ I éspouse theefor my tree:

Be thou the prize of honor and tenown;

The deathless poet, and the poent; crown ;

Thou shalt the Roman festivals adorn,

And, after poets, be by victors worn.”

Ovin (Dryden’s tr.).

This' story of Apollo’and Daphne was an illustration of the
effect produced by the san (Apollo) upon the~dew (Kl)i-l])hllk‘l.
The sun is captivated, by its beauty, and longs'ta view 1t Inore
closely : the dew; afraid of its ardent lover, flies, and, whenats
fiery breath fouches it, vanishes, leaving nothing but verdure in
thv' selfsame spot where but a mement before it sparkled inall
its pumty. - _

The ancients had many analegous storiesyallegories of the sun
and dew. amongst others<the oft-quoted”tale of Cephalus and

Cephalus and Procrs.. Cephalus was a h}m(vr. who fell l()\"f'
Procris. with-and:married one of Diana’s nymphs, Procris.
She brought him as dowry a hunting dog, Lelaps, and a _j:u'clm
warranted never to miss its mark.  Thenewly married par were
perfectly happy ;- but their content was viewed with grcci.l dis-
lblt,'ilhll]l: by Eos (Aurora)ygoddess of ‘dawn, who had previously
tried, but without success, to win Cephalus’ affections, and who
now resolved to put an end to the bliss she eny ied.

All day long Cephalus hunted in the forest, and, when th.(*
evening shadows hecan, to fall, joined) his loying wifenin their
COzZY (1.\\‘(:111'11;;. Her marnage gifts [:rfr\'wl invaluable; as Lda!‘fs
\\';15: swift of foot, and tireless in the chase. One day, to test his
powers, the gods from Olympus watched him course a fox, a
sl;cri:d c n_*:nﬂ:n of theirs: and so well were both i-ll.iim.'lls matched
in speed and endurance, that the chase l»:}uh’ fair .[“-, end nn!)
with the death of one or both of the participants. The gods, In
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their admiration for the fine run, declared the animals deserved
to be remembered forever, and changed them into statues. which
retained all the spirited action of the living creatures.

In the warm season, when the sun became oppressive, Cepha-

lus was wont to rest during the noon hour in some shady spot

and as he flung himself down upon the short grass he often called
for a breeze, bidding it cool his heated brow.

““A hunter once in that grove reclin’d,

To shun the noon’s bright eye,
And oft he woo’d the wandering wind,
To cool his brow with its sigh.
While mute lay ev’n the wild bee’s-hum,
Nor breath could stir the aspen’s hair,
His song was still, € Sweet air, oh come !’
While Echo answer'd, ¢Come, sweet air!’”

. Moore.

Los heard of this habit, and was fully aware that he merely
addressed the passing wind ; nevertheless she sought Procris, and
mformed her that her husband was faithless, and paid court to a
fair maid, who daily met him at neenday in the forest solitudes.
Proeris, blinded by ‘sudden jealousy, gave credit to the false
story, and immediately resolved to follow her husband.

‘The morning had.well-nigh- passed; and-the sun wassdarting
its perpendicular rays upon the earth, when Cephalus.came to
his‘usual résort, near which Procris was concealed.

“Sweet air, oh come ' the hunter cred; and Procrs, cut to
the heart by what she considered an infallible proof of his infi-
delity, sank fainting to the ground. The rustle caused by her
swoon attracted Cephalus’ rattention. | Under the mistaken im-
pression that some wild 'beast was lurking there, ready to pounce
upon him, he cast his unerring javelin into the very midst of
the thicket, and pierced the faithful bosom of his wife. Her dying
moan brought him with one hound to her side; ere she breathed
her last, an explanation was given and received; and Pro-
eris died with the blissful conviction that her husband had not
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deserved her unjust suspicions, and that his heart was all her
owI.

There are, of course, many other versions of these selfsame
myths; but one and-allareintended to illustrate the same natural
phenomena, and are Subject to/ the-same interpretation.

*  Apollo’s principal duty was to drive-the sun chariot. Day after
day he rode across the azure sky, wor paused on lis way fill
he reached the golden boat awaiting him-at the end of his long

day’s journey,to-bear him:in safety back to his eastern palace.

¢¢ Helios all day long his-allotted labor pursues;
No rest to his passionate heart and his panting horses given,
From the moment when roseate-fingered Eos kindles the dews
And spurns the salt sea-floors, ascendingsilvery the heaven,
Until from the hand of Eos Hesperos, trembling, receiyes

His fragrant lamp, and faint in: the twihght'hangs it up.?
Owex MeEREDITE.

A fair\young.maiden, named Glytie,watched Apollo’s daily
journey with strange persisteney ; and from’ the moment when he
) left his palace in the morping until he came to the
SR fAT lwestern \sea\in\the evening, she followed. his
course with Toving eyes, thought of the g Iden-haired god; and
longed for his love. But, in spite of all this fervor, she never won
favor in Apollo’s eyes, and languished -until- the gods; i pity,
changed her into a sunflower.

Even in/ this| altered, gaise, Glytie could not forget the ‘abject
of her love : and now, a fit emblem of constancy; she still follows
with upturned face the clowing orb in its daily journey across
the .\k}'.

t No.lthe heart that has truly loy'dinever forgets,
But as truly loves on to'the closes
As the sunflower turns on her ood when he sets

The same look which she turn’d when he rose.
MOORE.

»

in the cool grass one summer after-

A young shepherd, lying
of a distant sound of music, so Sweet, SO

noon, became aware
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lhn'llm;:. that he fairly held his breath to listen. These weird
delightful tones were produced by Minerva, who, seated by lh"
= - . ) d, Jy HEJ )y e
banks of a small stream, was trying her skill on
the flute. As she | \ i et e
ite. As she bent over the Iimpid waters,she  Marsyas.
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