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C H A P T E R I. 

T I I E B R O T H E R S . 

Their Devotedness. 

France , so prosperous in peace, so tr iumphant in war , for-

g o t to w h o m she o w e d her greatness. 

C o n t e m p l a t i n g her exalted position a m o n g the nations, she 

exclaimed : " Is not t h i s - t h e g r e a t B a b y l o n w h i c h I have 

built to be the seat of the K i n g d o m , by the strength of my 

p o w e r , and in the g l o r y of m y e x c e l l e n c e ? " * H e r pride and 

ingrat i tude exci ted-the anger of the L o r d against her, and 

like N a b u c h o d o n o s o r she was made to k n o w her own nothing-

ness. T h e brightness of her intel lect was obscured, an un-

warranted sense of secur i ty possessed her. 

Prussia was about t o attack h e r ; let Prussia come ; she 

did not fear ; she was r e a d y to fight; her arsenals were full, 

her soldiers armed to the teeth, only anxious t o be led to 

battle. N o t h i n g was lacking. 

S t r a n g e delusion ! N e v e r was a nation less prepared. A r m s , 

ammunition, and provisions were w a n t i n g ; officers-, soldiers, 

muskets, cannon, horses, carr iages, ambulances—al l were 

lacking. 

Prussia had careful ly prepared for the confl ict . H e r sol-

diers were numerous, well armed and d isc ip l ined; her artil-

lery and c a v a l r y unequalled. F r a n c e was to be punished ; 

Prussia was G o d ' s instrument. 

A l l credit must be g i v e n to the French soldiers. T h o u g h 

* Dan. iv. 27. 



called upon to confront fearful odds, three and even four to 

one, t h e y f o u g h t with a heroism never surpassed. T h e i r 

deep l o v e of country u r g e d them to put forth e v e r y e f f o r t ; 

but vain their intrepidity ! futile their life-blood so freely 

poured o u t D e f e a t fo l lowed d e f e a t ; the battle-fields were 

covered w i t h the dead and the dying. France , that had late-

ly been so confident, was now appal led; destruction threaten-

ed her on all sides. H e r dead lay unburied, her w o u n d e d unat-

tended. Desolation and mourning filled the land ; a c r y of 

agony went up. 

F r a n c e was not lost. S h e had pure, holy souls whose l ives 

were devoted to G o d . A m o n g these were the sons of the 

Venerable D e L a Salle, k n o w n as Brothers of the Christ ian 

Schools . In their country 's need they-hastened to proffer 

their assistance. T h e i r chari ty and patriotism k n e w no 

bounds. T h e i r boarding and their parish schools were gen-

erously placed at the disposal of the authorit ies,to be convert-

ed into hospitals, while they offered their services to act as 

nurses. T h e fo l lowing letter, dated A u g u s t 15th, 1870, from 

the v e r y revered B r o t h e r Phi l ippe, Super ior-Genera l of the 

B r o t h e r s of the Christian Schools , to the Minister of W a r , 

s h o w s how t h o r o u g h l y in earnest they w e r e : 

" M O N S I E U R L E M I N I S T R E : 

" N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the labors ot the scholastic year , in-

creased by the heat of the summer months, our Brothers wish 

to avai l of the t ime of vacation to pay a new tr ibute of de-

votedness to their country . 

" Consequent ly , Monsieur le Ministre, I now place at y o u r 

disposal all o u r B o a r d i n g S c h o o l s and A c a d e m i e s ; such as 

those in Passy, Saint O m e r , Thionvi l le , Dijon, B e a u v a i s , 

D r e u x , Li l le, R h e i m s , L y o n s , C h a m b e r y , L e P u y , Beziers , 

Toulouse , Marseilles, C lermont , R o d e z , Nantes, Q u i m p e r , 

T o u r s , Orléans, Moulins, A v i g n o n , our M o t h e r H o u s e , O u -

dinot street, Paris, etc. ; and, as far as w e are concerned, the 

houses and parish schools d i rected by us t h r o u g h o u t the 

whole Empire , to be used as hospitals. 

" A l l the B r o t h e r s w h o c o n d u c t those establishments offer 

to take care of the sick and wounded. 

" T h e soldiers love our Brothers , and our B r o t h e r s love 

them ; a g r e a t number of them, hav ing been b r o u g h t up in 

our schools, will be h a p p y to receive care and attention in-

spired by the zeal and devotedness of their former teachers. 

" T h e members of my Counci l , our B r o t h e r Vis i tors , and 

myself, forget t ing o u r fat igue, and the many y e a r s w e have 

consecrated to the education of the w o r k i n g classes, will 

make it o u r d u t y to superintend this service, and to encour-

a g e our B r o t h e r s in this act of chari ty and devotedness. 

" I have the honor to be," etc. 

B r o t h e r Phi l ippe 's generous offer was but an expression of 

the feel ings of the whole O r d e r . Its a c c e p t a n c e would entail 

painful sacrifices and heavy e x p e n s e s ; but w h a t of t h a t ? 

T h e y w e r e called : that will suffice. T h e y could tend the 

sick, soothe and c o m f o r t the p a r t i n g soul, and help to bury 

the dead. T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r s of Dijon, Thionvi l le , 

Rouen, Chalon-sur-Saône, Gisors , Sarreguemines , A v i g n o n , 

B a y eux, etc., w r o t e similar letters to the authorit ies. In each 

establishment ambulances and e v e r y preparat ion w e r e made 

to receive the sick. Severa l of the houses were disappointed 

because neither sick nor w o u n d e d came, and said this was a 

subject of deep r e g r e t A m o n g s t those thus disappointed 

- as the flourishing establishment of Beauregard-Thionvi l le , 

ose Brother D i r e c t o r wrote to the Super ior-Genera l : " A s 

soon as war had been declared, w e asked ourselves what w e 



could d o to rel ieve our sick and wounded. T h i n k i n g that 

the eastern provinces would be the theatre of the g r e a t scenes 

of the terrible drama, dear Brother Vis i tor and myself 

t h o u g h t the best w e could d o was to offer the Government our 

several houses to serve as hospitals, and ourselves to assist 

as infirmarians or nurses. H e n c e w e went to the civil au-

thorities on the 20th of July to make k n o w n o u r intentions. 

T h a t there should be no mistake as to the object of this pro-

ceeding, the fo l lowing note was sent some clays later, at one 

and the same time to the S u b - P r e f e c t , G e n e r a l d e L a d m i r a u l t , 

commanding t h e A r m y C o r p s , and to the s u b - i n s p e c t o r , — 

' " T h e Super ior of the Christ ian Schools of B e a u r e g a r d 

again offers,with the greatest pleasure, the several class-rooms 

of his establishment to serve as a hospital. 

" ' B R O T H E R E U T H Y M E , 

" ' Superior.' 

" T h r e e d a y s after w e r e c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g letter in 
r e p l y : — 

" ' H E A D Q U A R T E R S , T H I O N V I I . L E , July 20th, 1 8 7 0 . 

M O N S I E U R L E S U P E R I E U R : 

" ' I desire to thank you for the charitable eagerness w i t h 

which y o u have offered the army the class-rooms of y o u r 

establishment to s e r v e as a hospital for the wounded. T h e y 

are not as y e t required ; but when the t ime comes, y o u r kind 

offer wil l not be forgot ten, and w e will thankful ly avail our-

selves of the generous devotedness of the Super ior of the 

Christ ian B r o t h e r s in B e a u r e g a r d . 

' " A c c e p t , etc. 
' " D E L A D M I R A U L T , 

" ' General Commanding 4th Corps' 

" P h y s i c i a n s sent by the minister of w a r , " continues the 

B r o t h e r Director , " visited the house and declared it offered 

every a d v a n t a g e for such purposes, and w e soon received 

f rom the W a r D e p a r t m e n t the requisite material for a mili-

tary hospital to a c c o m m o d a t e five hundred patients. 

" Neverthe less , the reverses of France soon convinced the 

authorit ies of the d a n g e r of hav ing hospitals in an undefend-

ed place, liable t o be surrounded at any time. Orders were 

a c c o r d i n g l y g i v e n to r e m o v e the materials be longing t o the 

State . H e n c e w e have only been able to show our g o o d will, 

and h a v e been prevented by c ircumstances f rom r e n d e r i n g 

any service for the present. A f t e r t h e battles of the 14th, the 

16th and 18th of A u g u s t , f o u g h t around Metz, several trains 

of wounded were sent to Ardennes and the north, b y w a y of 

Thionvi l le . W e w e n t to the r a i l w a y station with eatables, 

th inking, perhaps, some of the v ict ims of war m i g h t not have 

r e c e i v e d the nourishment they required. Alas , o u r appre-

hensions w e r e but too well founded, and we saw at once it 

was necessary to organize a r e g u l a r serv ice for the express 

purpose of s u p p l y i n g the w o u n d e d with p r o p e r nourishment. 

A private commit tee was formed, and established in our house 

a d é p ô t f o r bread, meat and other provisions ; and hav ing 

prepared this food, w e w e n t to the station and distr ibuted 

soup, meat, bread and wine to the five hundred w o u n d e d 

b r o u g h t by e v e r y train, and numbering, in all, nearly four 

thousand." 

A c t u a t e d by the purest spirit of benevolence, w e see the 

B r o t h e r s did not a l low the disappointment t h e y exper ienced 

in s o m e of their houses not be ing accepted as ambulances, or 

hospitals , to deaden their chari ty . T h e y q u i c k l y devised 

other means of g i v i n g relief. H o w the poor, fainting sol-

d i e r s must have blessed them ! H o w many valuable l ives, 

t h r o u g h their t h o u g h t f u l kindness, w e r e saved to their coun-



try ! Still not satisfied, several of the B r o t h e r s b e g g e d to 
be permitted to make part of the ambulances of the R h i n e ; 
others opened subscriptions a m o n g their pupils, to raise 
means to send to the relief of the wounded. Furthermore , 
they became collectors. A t Laurac , f o r instance, they w e n t 
about the country col lect ing half-worn linen, which they con-
verted into bandages and lint. T h e y also obtained sheets, 
shirts, and medicines, that they m i g h t assist the nearest 
ambulances, and provide f o r each soldier sent from that dis-
trict a certain number of bandages and some indispensable 
medicine. 

T h e y e v e r y w h e r e s o u g h t out the several occasions in 
which they could be of use, making themselves all to all, as 
St. Paul says. 



C H A P T E R II. 

T H E F I R E M E N OF T H E C O T E S - D U - N O R D IN P A R I S . T H E 

B R O T H E R S ' E S T A B L I S H M E N T S U S E D A S 

L O D G I N G - H O U S E S FOR T H E M . 

On the 17th of A u g u s t , the companies f r o m the Cotes-du-

N o r d arr ived at the Saint Lazare Station. T h e L e g e n d a r y , 

M. Janvier de la Motte, c h a r g e d by the G o v e r n m e n t with 

the installation and interests of this c iv ic a r m y , was there, to 

point out t o each c o m p a n y the quarter assigned to it. 

T h e D i n a n men, and a squad f r o m Saint B r i e u c , w e r e con-

d u c t e d to the M o t h e r H o u s e of the B r o t h e r s , in O u d i n o t 

street. T h e y were rece ived by a venerable man with a 

smi l ing aspect, a mild y e t penetrat ing look : this man, one 

of the most popular in Paris, was B r o t h e r Phil ippe, the same 

w h o had placed his schools and his B r o t h e r s at the c o u n t r y ' s 

service. H e wished to w e l c o m e in person these w o r t h y 

sons of faithful B r i f t a n y . S o m e of them might have been 

his pupils forty or fifty y e a r s b e f o r e ; most of them had at-

tended the Brothers ' S c h o o l s ; to him t h e y were all sons and 

friends. " M a k e y o u r s e l v e s at h o m e here," he said, " a n d 

consider this house as y o u r o w n ; the B r o t h e r s are all the 

servants of their country ' s servants." 

" B u t , " returned o n e , " perhaps w e are too numerous, and 

will i n c o m m o d e y o u by our presence. W e are t w o hun-

d r e d . " 

N o , n o , " he generous ly replied ; " w e can find beds for 

y o u all." 
" B u t y o u r s e l v e s , B r o t h e r s ? " he persisted. 

7 



" W e think not of ourse lves ," B r o t h e r Phi l ippe responded ; 

" our country 's defenders claim our hospitality, which w e 

are only too h a p p y to extend to them. W e Brothers wil l 

g e t a long s o m e h o w : the important matter is to make y o u 

comfortable ." 

H e then c o n d u c t e d them to a large d o r m i t o r y , w h e r e t w o 

hundred beds w e r e speedi ly prepared. T h r o u g h the con-

siderate kindness of the B r o t h e r s a n u m b e r of tables had 

been b r o u g h t in, on w h i c h were pens, ink, and paper, that 

each fireman might wri te to his family, T h i s was indeed 

most thoughtful . T h e letters then and there written, lifted 

h e a v y burdens from many a w e a r y heart and b r o u g h t com-

fort to many a lonely home. 

T h e officers w e r e l o d g e d in little rooms, plainly furnished, 

but exquisitely neat and clean. Provis ions w e r e the nexf 

thing t h o u g h t of. A s the men were s trangers in the c i ty , 

B r o t h e r Phil ippe took charge of the matter with the most 

disinterested kindness. A t the officers' request he presided 

at their table. W i t h pleasure the}' l istened to his gent le 

v o i c e as he made plain the inalienable r ights of just ice, 

w h i c h not only consecrate g e n e r o u s act ions and laudable 

devotedness , b u t which, sooner or later, t r y and chast ise pre-

var icat ing nations w h o are unmindful of their destiny. Thu?, 

d u r i n g the t ime the firemen f rom the C o t e s - d u - N o r d passed 

in the Brothers ' house, O u d i n o t street, they were treated 

with the utmost attention. 

W h e n they took leave, tears of grat i tude were seen in 

many an eye. B r o t h e r Phi l ippe g a v e to each a medal o f the 

Blessed V i r g i n , h a n g i n g from a little t r icolor badge. T h e y 

thankful ly accepted it as a precious m e m e n t o of their stay 

w i t h the Brothers . A mult i tude of o ther small re l ig ious 

objects w e r e g i v e n them to distribute a m o n g their relatives 

and friends w h e n t h e y reached home. W h o can c o m p u t e 

the g o o d the B r o t h e r ' s charity did in this respect, the les-

sons of holiness these pious objects taught , the hearts they 

lifted up, the blessings they b r o u g h t d o w n ? 

T h e Breton journals and others spoke in flattering terms 

of the Brothers ' action. T h e s e are memories that pass not 

a w a y , but are fondly , conscientiously cherished. 

T h e fo l lowing letter, w h i c h was addressed, on the 22d of 

A u g u s t , to the Armorique of St . Br ieuc , is proof of this : 

" M . E D I T O R OF T H E A R M O R I Q U E : 

" W e b e g y o u to permit us, t h r o u g h y o u r columns, in the 

name of the Saint B r i e u c C o m p a n y of Firemen," to express 

publicly o u r thanks to the Institute of the Christ ian Brothers , 

for the kindly w e l c o m e they g a v e to a portion of our com-

pany d u r i n g o u r stay in Paris. 

" Each of us can bear witness to the g r e a t attention he 

uniformly rece ived f r o m the B r o t h e r s with w h o m w e w e r e 

b r o u g h t in c o n t a c t ; and, a b o v e all, do w e cherish g r a t e f u l 

remembrance of their venerable and most g i f ted Super ior-

General , B r o t h e r Phi l ippe, who, from our arrival to o u r 

departure, ceased not to load us with the most del icate and 

thoughtful attention. 

" W i t h o u r thanks, M. Editor , y o u wil l please also to ac-

cept our respect ful consideration. 

" A . GUEPIN, Captain St. Brieuc Firemen. 

" L E U D U G E R F O R T M O R E L , Surgeon." 

M g r . D a v i d , B i s h o p of St. Br ieuc , w r o t e to B r o t h e r Phi-
l ippe ; 

" D E A R S U P E R I O R - G E N E R A L : 

" Y o u have been so kind to our B r e t o n Firemen that they 



requested me, on their return, to thank y o u for t h e m w i t h 
all my heart. 

" I do so with pleasure, unit ing m y thanks with theirs. 
A c c e p t , dear S u p e r i o r - G e n e r a l , this jo int expression of our 
grat i tude. 

" D A V I D A U G U S T I N E , 

" Bishop of St. Brieuc. 
" S T . BRIEUC, August 22d, 1870." 

Brother Philippe, in the spirit of humil i ty , replied to M g r . 

D a v i d that in the kindness s h o w n to the firemen he had but 

s imply done his d u t y , only r e g r e t t i n g that they had not been 

longer at the Brothers ' house. 

O n the 27th of A u g u s t a fireman w r o t e to B r o t h e r C a l i x -

t u s : — 

" I wish to thank y o u most kindly f o r the many g i f ts y o u 

bestowed upon me d u r i n g m y stay in y o u r establishment. 

T h e s e have made many of my dear ones v e r y happy. M y 

wife and children unite with me in thanking G o d f o r m y 

safe return. W e b e g of H i m to pour d o w n upon y o u , and 

upon all the B r o t h e r s of y o u r Institute, H i s most abundant 

g r a c e s and blessings, in grat i tude for all y o u r benefits, w h i c h 

I shall never forget . 

" M a y e v e r y blessing be yours , dear B r o t h e r ; pray for me 

and m y family , as w e pray to o u r D i v i n e L o r d for y o u all. 

B e l i e v e us ever most grateful , and a c c e p t the assurance of 

our profound respect and devotion. 

" P I E R R E B R E N D I L Y . 

" E V R A U , C O T E S - D U - N O R D . " 

T h i s was the first step of the B r o t h e r s in a w o r k of chari ty 

w h i c h is soon to appear before us in increased dimensions 

and w i t h w o n d e r f u l lustre. M e n w h o were by certain free-

thinkers despised, are about to appear before fore ign invad-

ers and home barbarians as angels of m e r c y . T h e y are 

about to show h o w re l ig ious l o v e and s e r v e their country . 

T h e i r first disasters s h o w e d the F r e n c h g o v e r n m e n t their 

presumption in c o m m e n c i n g a w a r t h e y w e r e unable to sus-

tain. T h e C h a m b e r s hasti ly assembled, and cal led on the 

y o u t h of the c o u n t r y to rise and defend it. W i t h a prompt-

ness dist inct ively French, the l e v y was made. Y o u n g sol-

diers and members of the Garde Mobile were met e v e r y w h e r e . 

- It was the ebb and f low of a tide that c o v e r e d the land f rom 

north to south, from east to west. A g a i n w e r e the intelli-

gent zeal and generous devot ion of the B r o t h e r s manifested. 

T h e friends of chi ldhood could not but show themselves the 

f r iends of y o u t h , especial ly when, at the cost o f rest and blood, 

they tried to stem the torrent of invasion and to redeem the 

honor of F r a n c e . 

T h e y o u n g soldiers drilled or l o d g e d mostly in the B r o t h -

ers' establishments. In houses of four, three, or even t w o 

class-rooms, there w e r e from one hundred to t w o hundred 

mobiles, o r recruits. 

A ix-les-Bains. 

" T h e 29th of A u g u s t , " the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of Aix-les-

Bains writes, " we had to dismiss o u r pupi ls in a hurry , to 

prepare the class-rooms f o r the mobiles of the district, w h o 

arr ived unexpectedly , to the number ot one hundred and 

e ighty . W e made haste to r e m o v e the tables, put the r o o m s 

in order , and p r e p a r e mattresses, sheets, and coverlets . A f t e r 

three w e e k s t h e y w e r e replaced by other mobiles t o the 

number of ninety , w h o remained a fortnight , and for Whom 

w e w e r e able to procure e v e r y c o m f o r t " 

Early in A u g u s t the m a y o r of Q u i m p e r asked the B r o t h e r 



D i r e c t o r of St. M a r y ' s boarding-school if he could l o d g e 

some soldiers. T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r answered b y plac ing, 

all the dormitor ies of the pupils at his disposal. T h e m a y o r 

w a s in no w a y surprised at this g e n e r o u s offer, for he had 

l o n g k n o w n his zeal and c h a r i t y , and w a r m l y thanked the 

B r o t h e r . O n the 13th of the same month, 232 w e r e l o d g e d in 

the establishment. T h r e e w e e k s later, they w e r e replaced 

by 220 others, w h o in turn w e r e s u c c e e d e d by recruits. 

T h e s e changes t o o k place seven different t imes ; and, 

a l together , the boarding-school became the t e m p o r a r y bar-

racks of o v e r 1900 soldiers. 

T h e kitchen and large refectory were devoted to their 

service. E v e r y day a B r o t h e r arose at half-past three o 'c lock , 

to prepare the coffee which they took before g o i n g to drill, and 

the B r o t h e r Infirmarían t o o k all possible care of the ailing. 

" W e feel in d u t y b o u n d to say of these b r a v e soldiers," 

wri tes a B r o t h e r of this c o m m u n i t y , " that t h e y s h o w e d 

themselves most g r a t e f u l ; but w e s trove not to confine o u r 

care merely to the material aid of men about to offer their 

l ives on their country ' s altar. It was the salvation of their 

souls that e n g a g e d our especial attention. 

« O n S u n d a y s o u r chaplain said M a s s at the most con-

venient hour. W e also p r o v i d e d for those w h o only k n e w 

the B r e t o n language , the means of g o i n g to confession. 

T h a n k s to the Jesuit F a t h e r s and our o w n chaplain, more 

than five sixths had the happiness of b e i n g reconci led with 

G o d , and of r e c e i v i n g H o l y C o m m u n i o n before their depart-

ure. H o w m u c h this re joices us ! s ince they a f t e r w a r d s 

took part in the most b loody encounters, in w h i c h the great -

er number fel l ." 

T h e devotedness of the B r o t h e r s of O u i m p e r was highly 

appreciated, and elicited the thanks of all the authorit ies. 

Rhodes. 

T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of the boarding-school of R h o d e s 

lodged 300 mobiles. H e r e , as in Q u i m p e r and e lsewhere, 

their spiritual and temporal wel fare were carefu 11)̂  attended 

to. 

A f t e r the m o r n i n g and evening p r a y e r s some consol ing 

and e n c o u r a g i n g w o r d s w e r e addressed to them. T h e y 

were g r a t e f u l for be ing enabled to hear Mass, g o to confes-

sion, and rece ive H o l y Communion. 

Avignon. 

A t A v i g n o n the B r o t h e r s distributed soup morning and 

evening to 700 enlisted volunteers and to 1, 000 z o u a v e s w h o 

w e r e l o d g e d in their parochial schools. In their boarding-

school they l o d g e d 360 mobiles. T h e s e , with the zouaves 

that slept in their c o m m u n i t y - h o u s e , and the recruits in the 

novitiate, made a total of more than 2,000 served by the 

Brothers . T h e community of Chateaubr iant kept 130 mobiles 

f o r three months. Of f icers arid soldiers, on leaving, express-

ed the warmest g r a t i t u d e for the kindness shown them by 

the Brothers . 

Nantes. 

A t Nantes, as soon as the first disaster was known, the 

B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r hastened t o offer the m a y o r one hundred 

and fifty beds in their boarding-school , e n g a g i n g to furnish, 

besides b e d d i n g , the necessary medicine, and B r o t h e r Infir-

marians to serve in the ambulances. 

" It w a s some t ime," wri tes the Brother Vis i tor , " before 

the w o u n d e d that had been announced and expected , arr ived. 

T h e sanitary authorit ies then asked the use of o u r bui ld ings 

and y a r d s f o r the l o d g i n g and tra ining of the mobiles w h i l e 



they w e r e w a i t i n g to be called to the field. A first company 

of 150 men w e r e at once sent to us. T h e f o l l o w i n g art ic le 

appeared in the Gazette de FOuest of Nantes in its issue of 

Sept . 10th, 1 8 7 0 : — 

" ' T h e 150 mobiles, l o d g e d in the B r o t h e r s ' b o a r d i n g -

school in B e l - A i r street, left that establishment this m o r n i n g 

at six o 'c lock. A t the request .of the officers, a M a s s had 

been said at half-past five o 'c lock by Father B o u r g i n e , first 

chaplain of the h o u s e ; at the close of which F a t h e r C h i c h e , 

second chaplain, de l ivered a short, soul-st irring address to 

those brave soldiers. O n its conclusion seventy of the guards-

men piously rece ived the scapular. These , and all the others, 

r e c e i v e d each a blessed medal, which they fervent ly kissed 

and promised never to g i v e up, and which w o u l d e v e r be a 

protect ion to them. 

" ' F inal ly a g o o d , t h o u g h plain, breakfast was g i v e n , a f ter 

w h i c h the off icers proceeded to their equipment. M a y the 

cordial w e l c o m e they received, and which their g o o d con-

d u c t and order ly bear ing well deserved, remind them, amid 

the dangers they are g o i n g to brave, of the fr iendly wishes 

and p r a y e r s that a c c o m p a n y them on their way . ' 

" T h i s first cont ingent was soon replaced by another of 

the same number, w h o s e sojourn g a v e us no less satisfaction. 

, E v e r y morning a number of these brave f e l l o w s rose at five 

o 'c lock and went to the chapel to pray. T w i c e they assist-

ed in a b o d y at the holy Mass, and a third t i m e ' i n full uni-

form, on the day of their departure, w h e n they listened with 

deep emotion to the e n c o u r a g i n g w o r d s addressed to them 

by Father Bourg ine . M a n y of them devout ly a p p r o a c h e d 

the sacraments of Penance and the E u c h a r i s t ; all received 

the scapular, the medal, or the beads. 

" A t the end of this re l ig ious ceremony, the c o m p a n y , 

d r a w n u p in the y a r d , presented to the house by the hand of 

the captain, as a mark of their g r a t i t u d e and respect , the 

flags of the t w o parishes to w h i c h the y o u n g men be longed. 

A t their g o i n g , w h i l e passing under the g a r d e n - w a l l , and re-

turning the farewel l salute of the B r o t h e r s , they w a v e d a 

part ing sa lute : ' L o n g l ive the B r o t h e r s ! ' " 

T h e Brothers ' boarding-schools a t N i o r t , Saint-Jean-de 

Bournais , A u b u s s o n , D i e p p e and Peronne w e r e also con-

verted into lodging-houses and barracks f o r the soldiers. 

T h e mil i tary exerc ises occupied only a small port ion of the 

day ; the remaining hours became dangerous to the y o u n g , 

who, if idle, are apt to p l u n g e into vice, or fritter a w a y time 

w i t h o u t use or benefit. T h e Brothers , animated by an ar-

dent chari ty f o r their welfare, opened schools f o r these y o u n g 

men. 

". F r o m the 18th of A u g u s t , " says the D i r e c t o r of the B r o -

thers at Peronne, " 300 mobiles came three t imes a w e e k to 

o u r establishment, from six till e ight P. M. T h e s e meet ings 

were so at tract ive to them that they hurried their supper 

and hastened to our residence, fearful, they said, of losing 

their place in o u r classes." 

In some localities where the same soldiers remained a eer-» 
tain number of days , the B r o t h e r s established courses which 

many of the y o u n g men f o l l o w e d with m u c h interest, and 

g r e a t a d v a n t a g e to themselves. 



C H A P T E R I I I . 

T H E E V E N T S OF T H E W A R . B R O T H E R S IN T H E 

A M B U L A N C E S . 

T h e B r o t h e r s of the Christian S c h o o l s have identified 

their life with that of France. T h e y have fo l lowed her in 

heart and mind t h r o u g h the several phases of her dest i n y ; 

they h a v e p r a y e d and w e p t with her, and they have shared 

her sorrows. T h e whole tenor of their correspondence, as 

wel l as their deeds, clearly p r o v e s this. W e insert a letter, 

full of interest and instruction, written b y a man of courage , 

the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of B o u l a y : — 

" T h e state of isolation in w h i c h w e have l ived for e leven 

months, in the midst of the bell igerent armies, did not per-

mit me to write to y o u as I was accustomed. I am now go-

ing to fill up the blank. W a r being declared between 

F r a n c e and Prussia, I assembled the c o m m u n i t y , announced 

to them the fact, and my intention to -offer my serv ices t o 

take care of the sick and w o u n d e d on the field of b a t t l e . — 

' A n d w e too,' said m y B r o t h e r s , ' we wish to serve our coun-

try in e v e r y w a y w e can.' O u r offers were accepted. W e 

then hastened to adapt our house to hospital purposes. 

S c a r c e l y had w e finished o u r preparat ions when some soldiers 

arrived. T h e heat was excessive. Severa l reg iments had 

made forced marches. T h e v e r y first day, the m a y o r sent 

us a certain number of sick soldiers at only a f e w moments ' 

notice. N o preparation had been made to receive the a r m y ; 

there had not been time ; the soldiers could not even find 
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enough bread. T h e first c a r e of the sick d e v o l v e d entirely 

on us. D u r i n g the leisure moments w e had from these, w e 

went t o the camp with some d e v o t e d priests, w h o c a m e 

to offer their services to the soldiers. 

" It was dur ing these visits that I distributed amongst the 

soldiers fifteen or sixteen thousand medals, and nearly five 

thousand scapulars. I prevai led upon many to rece ive the 

sacraments. It w a s almost a l w a y s our former pupils w h o 

were the first to call me. S e e i n g me, they said, reminded 

them of all their dear B r o t h e r s had t a u g h t them. T h e s e 

drew the others with them. Near ly t w e l v e d a y s passed 

thus. B u t on S u n d a y , the 7th of A u g u s t , our soldiers all at 

once disappeared. T h e day fo l lowing , fifteen Prussian c a v -

alrymen passed t h r o u g h the town, and, f o r four days , the 

enemy's scouts dotted all the surrounding heights. O n the 

1 i th of A u g u s t , the Prussian army took possession of the 

town. F r o m the first w e remarked the str ict discipline that 

prevailed a m o n g s t them. It was a l w a y s the highest off icers 

w h o c o m m a n d e d at the exercise, and somet imes went 

through it themselves. A l l the streets leading to the coun-

try w e r e g u a r d e d , which m a d e one of N a p o l e o n ' s old sol-

diers say : ' T h i s e x t r e m e caution and strict discipline of the 

Prussians, a longs ide of o u r p r e s u m p t u o u s self-conceit, bodes 

no g o o d for us. In our G r a n d A r m y w e had much better 

order than o u r t roops have now. ' 

" S e v e r a l Prussian generals , passing along, l o d g e d at the 

priest's house, and they cool ly expressed themselves sure of 

obtaining the v i c t o r y . ' In some days, ' said t h e y , ' w e shall 

have Metz , and then w e shall enter Paris . ' 

" T h e chief physic ian of the Prussian army told us on the 

25th of A u g u s t : ' W e shall conquer F r a n c e , but w e can nev-

er make her submit to us.' ' But, ' said I, ' w h y are y o u so 



confident of s u c c e s s ? ' ' It is,' said he, ' ist , because y o u 

attacked us unjustly ; 2d, because, in Prussia, e v e r y one 

prayed to G o d for v i c t o r y . In France, they are i m p i o u s : 

by w a y of p r a y e r they s ing the Marseillaise; 3d, y o u have 

g o o d soldiers, but no generals fit to command t h e m : see 

W i s s e m b u r g , Forbach. and G r a v e l o t t e ; 4th, y o u r army has 

no discipline : n o w , w e have 800,000 men w h o march as one. 

A n d our art i l lery , which has as y e t scarce ly p layed—f H e 

was g o i n g to continue. I had seen the F r e n c h army . . . . 

I avai led myse l f of the pretext o f a sick person asking for 

me, and went a w a y . I s h u d d e r e d ; I w e p t ; I k n e w that he 

w a s right. T h e song of the Marseillaise, replacing amongst 

us the protect ion of G o d , left me nothing to say ." 

H e said the truth ; and w e cannot better conc lude the 

letter of the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of B o u l a y , than by recal l ing 

the w o r d s of St. Jerome in reference to the R o m a n society 

of his time, w h i c h may well be applied to ours : " It is o u r 

cr imes that render the barbarians so p o w e r f u l against u s ; 

i t is o u r v ices that cause our defeats. If w e w o u l d succeed, 

let us prostrate ourselves in p r a y e r . " 

F r o m the 24th of A u g u s t till the 10th of S e p t e m b e r the 

t o w n of V e r d u n sustained with admirable c o u r a g e the attack 

of the formidable a r m y w h i c h g i r d l e d it with a belt of iron. 

T h e B r o t h e r s here, as e lsewhere , w e r e as devoted as they 

were generous. 

O n the 24th of A u g u s t , the day of the first attack, t h e y 

b r a v e l y mounted the ramparts, to assist the wounded, and 

c a r r y a w a y the dead. 

In the other bombardments , they repaired to the scene of 

the fires, and w o r k e d with the firemen, exposed t o the 

e n e m y ' s missiles, raining incessantly. T h e y did so, espe-

cially d u r i n g the terrible attack of the 13th, 14th, and 15th of 

O c t o b e r , w h i c h was so fearful that, a c c o r d i n g to art i l lery 

off icers, the enemy must have thrown more than 30,000 

shells or bombs in fifty-six hours. 

A t the outbreak of the w a r the B r o t h e r s had offered them-

selves to the Bishop for the serv ice of the ambulances. A f t e r 

the sad days just mentioned, the irzea l was called into action. 

T h e y spent their whole time with the sick and wounded. 

O n e of their number, B r o t h e r A p r o n i e n A r m a n d , a lready 

worn out with fat igue by his attendance on the sick, was so 

afflicted by the s ight of a surgica l operation, that he fell 

sick, and died on the 13th of M a y , a g lor ious victim of 

charity. 

T h r e e other B r o t h e r s in the same c o m m u n i t y contracted 

serious diseases in the same occupations. A l l four cheer-

fully made the sacrif ice of themselves to G o d , and to their 

country . 

T h e B r o t h e r s had served on the ramparts in the c i ty dur-

ing the fires, and in the ambulances. A f t e r the capitulation, 

they received into their houses troopers from the 57th and 

80th of the line, and from the 5th Hussars (Chasseurs-a-

cheval). T h e y kept them for five months, asking, or pro-

curing themselves, w h a t e v e r was needful f o r their support. 

T h e y d ischarged all the duties of hospitality. 

Of the B r o t h e r s of V e r d u n it may be said, they were he-

roes of the Gospel , g i v i n g to all the most sublime example of 

Christ ian abnegation, of the l o v e of mankind, lost, merged, 

so to say , in the love of G o d . Of all the r e w a r d s that might 

be offered them, they c laimed none, save only the title of 

B r o t h e r s of those w h o weep, consolers of those w h o 

suffer. 
Pourru- Saint-Re'my (A rdemies'). 

T h e 5th corps, under the command of G e n e r a l de Fai l ly , 



was appointed, on the 30th of A u g u s t , to c o v e r the passage 

of the Meuse. T h e troops, overcome by fat igue, could not 

m o v e quick enough over the heights of Beaumont . T h e y 

were surprised by the enemy in a deep val ley , and com-

plete ly routed. T h e r e w a s a panic, fo l lowed by a genera l 

rout. T h e army of Chalons marched t o w a r d s Sedan. 

T h e class-rooms of the B r o t h e r s in P o u r r u - S a i n t - R e m y 

had been arranged as ambulances. On the night of the 

30th-3ist of A u g u s t they were c r o w d e d with the sick and 

wounded, who, in the absence of the physicians, rece ived from 

the B r o t h e r s alone the care and attention they required. 

O n the 31st of A u g u s t , some Uhlans h a v i n g entered Pour-

ru, a hundred French soldiers, w h o had not f o l l o w e d their 

corps, posted themselves here and there as sharpshooters, 

and fired on the Prussian scouts. T h e latter fled at full 

speed, but returned an hour after with a c o m p a n y of infan-

try. On their appearance, the French escaped into the ad-

jo in ing w o o d s ; the s t r a g g l e r s fell into the hands of the G e r -

mans. T w o of these unhappy men were mortal ly wounded ; 

t h e y expired in the Brothers ' ambulance. 

T h e G e r m a n s found the t o w n of P o u r r u - S a i n t - R e i r ^ 

nearly deserted. T h e middle-aged and y o u n g men had gain-

ed the neighboring forests of Be lg ium. T h e Prussians w e r e 

g r e a t l y exasperated, and thirsted for revenge . H u m a n i t y 

forbade them, nevertheless, to w r e a k it on old men, women, 

and children. T h e Prussian soldiers took the B r o t h e r Di-

rector as far as B r e v i l l y , loading him with abuse. T h e offi-

cer in c o m m a n d expressed his intention of sett ing Pourru on 

fire. " W e w e r e fired upon there ," he angri ly said ; " the 

v i l lage shall be p u n i s h e d ; w e are g o i n g to destroy, it." 

W i t h d igni ty and e n e r g y the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r protested in 

the name of just ice and civil ization. 

« T h e inhabitants did not fire on y o u r men," said he, in 

good G e r m a n . " T h e y are in no w a y responsible f o r the 

attack on the Uhlans by the last soldiers of the 5th c o r p s ; 

and as those soldiers have been made prisoners, the r ight of 

war is satisfied. T h e honor of y o u r flag forbids y o u to burn 

the d w e l l i n g s of our peaceful and inoffensive vi l lagers. If 

y o u commit this crime, y o u will have to answer for it before 

G o d and before history, and y o u wi l l be held in detestation 

by g o o d men e v e r y w h e r e . 
u T h i n k that the fortune of arms may be one day against 

you. T h a t w h i c h makes the g r a n d e u r of v i c t o r y is modera-

tion after the contest, and respect for the vanquished." 

T h i s c o u r a g e o u s and sensible language , this appeal to 

justice and honor, was heard. T h e off icer saw how odious 

his project was, and shrank from putt ing it in execution. 

H e announced, nevertheless, that a close search would be 

made at Pourru , and if arms were found there, the B r o t h e r 

D i r e c t o r should be shot. T h e b r a v e re l ig ious did not al low 

himself to be fr ightened by this t h r e a t ; e v e n the fear of 

death could not shake his devotion. H i s bearing, full of 

simple d igni ty , obtained his release. 

i n the absence of the m a y o r of the locality, the B r o t h e r 

Director was required to procure provis ions for the a r m y 

of the Prince of S a x o n y . H e s h o w e d himself fully equal to 

this arduous position. 

T h r e e several t imes he prevented the vi l lage trom being 

burned, and e v e n caused their cattle to be returned to s o m e 

of the inhabitants. M . Lecai l lou, overseer in the i ron-works , 

of B r e v i l l y , f a v o r i n g the flight of some F r e n c h soldiers, was 

condemned to death by the Prussian?. C o n v e y e d to the 

prisons at Sedan, he counted the hours he had y e t to live. 

T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of P o u r r u interfered in his behalf, and, 



by earnest and persever ing applications to the G e r m a n au-

thorities, saved his life, and restored him to his family. F o r 

a similar reason, M. G r a f t i e a u x , a farmer, was to be shot. 

T h e platoon c h a r g e d with the execut ion were a lready pre-

par ing their arms, when the generous B r o t h e r arr ived. 

H i s tears and entreaties again obtained pardon. H i s v o i c e 

thrilled, his face g l o w e d with the heavenly charity that filled 

his heart. T h e Brothers of P o u r r u - S a i n t - R e m y took care of 

a n u m b e r of sick and wounded soldiers, both F r e n c h and 

G e r m a n . 

A t L a o n the Brothers acted as l i t ter-bearers and nurses 

with truly Christ ian piety and devot ion. 

A f t e r the rout of Beaumont , the ist corps of Marshal 

M c M a h o n ' s a r m y occupied, f o r a part of the 30th of A u g u s t , 

the hills that command Mouzon. T h e y a f t e r w a r d s m o v e d 

t o w a r d s Sedan. A f t e r a n ight march of six or seven leagues, 

the a r m y reached the g r o u n d a b o u t seven o ' c lock on the 

morning of the 31st. 

It w a s t h o u g h t if the a r m y should only stop at S e d a n to 

g e t provisions and leave the sick, they could cont inue their 

retreat and k e e p five hours in a d v a n c e of the enemy. B u t 

the Prussians made a flank movement so as to close up all 

the passes. T h e issue of the c o m i n g contest with a far su-

perior a r m y is easily foreseen. 

T h e F r e n c h army, about 100,000 s t r o n g , was encamped on 

the g r e a t bend to the north-west and south-east of Sedan, on 

the r ight bank of the Meuse. 

T h e 5th corps, under the command of G e n e r a l de W i m -

pffen, occupied the c i ty , the former camp, and the heights of 

G i v o n n e . T h e 12th corps, under G e n e r a l Lebrun, occupied 

the heights of Bazeilles. T h e i s t corps ( G e n e r a l Ducrot ' s ) 

stretched from Moncel les to G i v o n n e , h o l d i n g D a i g n y and 



the w a y to B e l g i u m . T h e 7th c o r p s ( F e l i x D o u a y ) was en-

c a m p e d to the north-east of the t o w n , between F l o i n g and 

the C a l v a r y of I l ly . O n the 1st of September , at break of 

day, the batt le commenced t o w a r d s Bazei l les , and was con-

t inued successively on the right, t o w a r d s the 1st corps. 

Marshal M c M a h o n was w o u n d e d in the thigh by the burst-

ing of a shell. T h e chief command then d e v o l v e d on the 

senior general , Wimpffen. G e n e r a l D u c r o t o r d e r e d a move-

ment on Il ly, in the hope of g a i n i n g the line of retreat by 

Mezieres. H i s t roops w e r e rece ived by a fierce fire of shells 

and cannon-balls, and w e r e forced to resume their position. 

A t one o'clock, the Prussian batteries were thunder ing 

a w a y on G e n e r a l D o u a y ' s c o r p s ; the F r e n c h soldiers de-

fended themselves with the c o u r a g e of despair ; notwithstand-

ing the s u c c o r they rece ived f rom the 5th and 1st corps, they 

could not prevent the enemy f r o m c los ing in his fiery circle, 

cover ing them with shells. 

Nevertheless , G e n e r a l L e b r u n on the r ight still held out 

with the most heroic e n e r g y . T h e commander-in-chief 

hastened thither with the available troops, to dr ive a fraction 

of the hostile force into the Meuse, and clear a passage in the 

direction of Carignan. H e w r o t e t o the E m p e r o r entreat ing 

hira to come a m o n g s t his soldiers, assuring h im t h e y w o u l d 

make it a point of honor to c lear a w a y ' f o r him. Meanwhi le , 

the 12th corps took the G i v o n n e road, and reached the Balan 

gate. T h e 7th corps, and a part of the 1st, w e r e to form the 

v a n g u a r d of the 12th ; but, be ing hot ly pressed by superior 

forces, they d r e w up under the g u n s of Metz , the g a t e s of 

which were open. A t this moment (four o 'clock), General 

Wimpffen received a letter from the E m p e r o r , order ing him 

to negotiate with the enemy. In rage, he refused, at first, 

to obey , and, notwithstanding the fat igue of a t w e l v e hours' 



struggle , made another desperate effort. B u t the Prussian 

a r m y had now completely h e m m e d m the F r a n k . V * 

hostile columns, precipitat ing themselves F r e n ® 

troops, d r o v e them back on Sedan. B y s.x o 'c lock n the 

S r the city was thronged with wagons , carr iages and 

h o r s e s ° ' T h e soldiers, w h o were crammed into the streets 

' t u h artil lery stores, were exposed to the greatest danger rn 

case of bombardment. f 

T h e inhabitants, c l e r g y , and religrous ^ 
Sedan g a v e the greatest examples of c h a n t y and devotron-
T h e y f e d T h o u s a n d s of p o o r , s t a r v i n g soldiers, f h e r r houses, 
like a vast asy lum, gathered in all the r e m a m s of the un-
fortunate army. A t t w o o 'c lock in the afternoon the Broth-
e t he Christ ian S c h o o l s threw open their d o o r s ^ t t a 
w o u n d e d soldiers. F o r three days , bread and other neces-
T r i e s of food w e r e almost entirely w a n t i n g in Sedan, w h e r e 
there was an imprisoned army of 90,000 men. , 
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tions, took notes, and punctually executed his orders them-

selves. T h e y served as secretaries for the soldiers w i t h 

their relations. T h e w o r d s of the Brothers , like w a v e s 

of balmy consolation, soothed their s o r r o w s ; they m a d e 

the tears of despair g i v e place to the smiles of hope. T h e s e 

apostles of education, now b e c o m e apostles of chari ty , cheered 

the d r o o p i n g hearts of the soldiers. T h e utter prostration 

of the sick, their requirements, and the trouble they g a v e , 

did not d iscourage them. N o t h i n g could repel t h e m ; 

nothing went b e y o n d their zeal and their love of their neigh-

bor. O n e of the B r o t h e r s was at tacked by t y p h u s fever , but 

he fortunately recovered. G o d would not y e t reward his 

c h a r i t y — H e preserved him for his vocation. 

T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of the boarding-school in R h e i m s 

relates, under the form of daily notes, some interest ing de-

tails, which cannot be better g iven than in his o w n w o r d s : — 

" T h e defeats of W i s s e m b u r g and F r e s c h w i l l e r have opened 

to the Prussians the g a t e s of France. 

" S u n d a y , A u g u s t 2 1 s t . — M c M a h o n ' s a r m y arrives at 

Rheims in disorder. It camps a little e v e r y w h e r e , on the 

promenades, in the fields. T h e E m p e r o r and the Prince Im-

perial fo l low the a r m y : they appear sad and weary . 

" T u e s d a y , 2 3 d . — D e p a r t u r e of M c M a h o n ' s army in the 

direction of Ardennes . T h e E m p e r o r appears v e r y deject-

ed ; he fo l lows sadly . 

" F r i d a y , S e p t e m b e r 2 d . — T h e strangest news was in cir-

culation y e s t e r d a y ; it was, the o v e r t h r o w at Sedan, the sur-

render of M c M a h o n ' s whole army, the E m p e r o r made 

prisoner. 

" S u n d a y , S e p t e m b e r 4 t h . — W o f u l day ! this morning w e 

heard of the disaster of Sedan. A l l that remains at Rheims, 

in point of c ivi l and military g o v e r n m e n t , takes flight. T h e y 



say the Prussians are at our gates. T h e military inspector and 

the sub-prefect retreated to Soissons by the last railroad trains. 

A t e i g h t o 'clock the canal br idge, and that of V e s l e (Soissons 

railroad), are blown up. T h e inhabitants are indescribably 

stupefied. T h e r e is a r e g u l a r s t a m p e d e amongst our sick. 

v E v e n those that are but sl ightly r e c o v e r e d don their uniform, 

hoist their knapsack, and try to escape, unwi l l ing to fall into 

the hands of the Prussians. B y noon, w e have only t w e n t y -

nine wounded, w h o cannot stir from their bed. W e are in a 

state of suspense. A t three o 'c lock (sad and memorable 

h o u r ! ) 8 0 , 0 0 0 Prussians pour into R h e i m s by three dif ferent 

roads. T h e y are four long hours marching in, to the sound 

of martial music. B e f o r e night, the c i ty hall ( H o t e l de Vi l le) , 

the residence of the sub-prefect, the jail , the post-office, the 

t e l e g r a p h - o f f i c e , — e v e r y place, and e v e r y street, were occu-

pied by the e n e m y . A b o u t e i g h t o 'c lock, the first w o u n d e d 

Prussian is b r o u g h t to our ambulance. 

« T u e s d a y , 6 t h . — K i n g Wi l l iam arr ives in R h e i m s with 

C o u n t Bismarck. H e installs himself at the A r c h b i s h o p ' s , 

w h e r e he establishes his headquarters. A n order of the com-

manding general , T u m p l i n g , is posted on e v e r y w a l l ; the 

penalty of death o c c u r s on e v e r y line. T h e Prince R o y a l 

arrives in his turn. A l l the Prussian Ministers are at 

R h e i m s ; it is really a capital, but a v e r y sad one. 

" T h u r s d a y , 8 t h . — W e learn the fall of the Empire, and 

the proclamation of the R e p u b l i c in Paris. T h i s n e w s 

reaches us through Berlin, for w e are Prussians and must 

submit. 

" W e d n e s d a y , 1 4 t h . - K i n g W i l l i a m leaves R h e i m s to es-

tablish himself at M e a u x : H i s M a j e s t y is accompanied by 

C o u n t B i s m a r c k and all his ministers.- . 

" T h u r s d a y , 1 5 t h . - A r r i v a l of the D u k e of M e c h h n b u r g 

" F r i d a y , 1 6 t h . — A m very anxious about the fate of our 

Brothers of Laon. T h e citadel has been blown up, and 

they are not far from it. I g e t a passport from the Prussian 

authorities and g o to them. I am happy to find the Broth-

ers w e l l ; their house has been much injured by the shock. 

N o t one partition has been left standing. A q u a r t e r of 

Laon is in ruins. More than 200 Prussians and 400 mobiles 

were killed by the explosion. 1 visited the hospitals, which 

are c r o w d e d with wounded. 

" T u e s d a y , 20th.—I was also uneasy about our Brothers 

in the A r d e n n e s ; had not heard from them since the disas-

ter of Sedan. A c c o m p a n i e d by the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r s of 

Laon, Jard and Martrise, and o u r chaplain, g o t a carr iage 

and went to see them. 

" W e d n e s d a y , 2 1 s t . — W e reached Sedan at noon. Find, 

thank G o d , o u r B r o t h e r s at Sedan, D o n c h e r y , and P o u r r u -

Saint-Remy in g o o d health. 

" T h u r s d a y , 2 2 d . — W e are slow in v is i t ing that immense 

batt le-f ield—now a vast c e m e t e r y . W e begin with Bazeil les. 

G r e a t G o d ! what a heartrending s i g h t ! that town of 2,500 

inhabitants, which 1 lately saw so handsome and rich, is now 

entirely destroyed ; the only house that remains is r iddled 

with balls and bullets. T h e others form but a heap of cal-

cined stones. T h e still s m o k i n g ruins of the conf lagrat ion 

were y e t to be seen. W i t h saddened hearts and tearful 

eyes, w e continued o u r w a y o v e r the field of battle. It is 

impossible to descr ibe what w e felt 011 behplding that still 

bloody ground, those remains of all sorts scattered a r o u n d -

broken wagons , rifled knapsacks strewn in thousands o v e r 

ground beaten like a h i g h w a y , p loughed u p here and there 



by shells and bombs. I t was with heavy hearts w e quitted 

this sad and desolate scene." 

W i t h the divine compassion and act ive s y m p a t h y which 

religion inspires, the Brothers , in the beginning of the war , 

eager ly lent their aid in the organizat ion of ambulances. 

I n t h e second half of the month of A u g u s t , they were 

already taking care of soldiers in the t o w n s of S a r r e g u e -

mines, Mézières, Estain, Rheims, Réthel , Chalons-sur-

Marne, Di jon, Charlevi l le , Metz, R o u e n , Chalon-sur-Saône, 

and Saint Malo. 
It was the same, some days later, with the communit ies ol 

Stenay, D o n c h é r y , Gisors , B a y e u x , C a m b r a i , etc., so that be-

fore the investment of Paris, the children of the V e n e r a b l e 

D e L a Salle were t e n d i n g the sick in from thirty to forty am-

bulances scattered o v e r e v e r y part of the country . Their 

ambulance at R h e i m s was kept in operation from the iSth 

of A u g u s t till the 5th of N o v e m b e r . T h e r e w e r e entered 

fifteen hundred so ld iers—three hundred F r e n c h and t w e l v e 

hundred Germans. T h e entire number of days of the sick 

was fifteen thousand three hundred. T w e n t y - e i g h t B r o t h e r s 

were e m p l o y e d in the different departments of service ; six 

fell ill f rom fatigue, one very seriously, but , thank G o d , none 

died. 

A p r i l 8th, 1871, the m a y o r of R h e i m s wrote to the B r o t h e r 

D i r e c t o r : 

" M O N S I E U R L E D I R E C T E U R : 

" T h e city of R h e i m s begs to thank you for the zeal with 

which you* came to our aid in the management of the ambu-

lances. 

« I am happy to join in the public grat i tude, request ing y o u 

to accept , in my name and in the name of my fe l low citizens, 

the expression of our g r a t i t u d e f o r the services rendered by 

y o u to that prec ious and charitable institution. 

(Signed) " ROME." 

A t Chalons-sur-Marne, the Prussians were loud in praise 

of the Brothers ' c h a r i t y to their sick : they g a v e them, on 

the 20th of September , a pass to g o w h e r e v e r they pleased 

through the t o w n and its vic inity . T h i s d o c u m e n t bears 

the s ignature of C o u n t Schmett in . 

S o m e time after, the staff presented the D i r e c t o r of the 

Christian S c h o o l s a testimonial of grat i tude, of which the 

fo l lowing is a translation : 

" T h e staff officers of C h a l o n s test i fy , that the B r o t h e r s 

c h a r g e d with taking care of the sick acqui t ted themselves of 

that duty , d u r i n g the months of S e p t e m b e r , O c t o b e r , N o -

vember. and D e c e m b e r of the past y e a r , with indefat igable 

zeal, and with boundless devotion, g i v i n g themselves whol ly 

to the c a r e of the poor sick or wounded soldiers, wi thout re-

g a r d to nation or rel igion. 

" T h e staff cannot help test i fy ing to them, in the name of 

all the w o u n d e d , their l iveliest grat i tude. 

" B O E T T E I C I I E R , 

Commandant of the place. 

" CHALONS-SUR-MARNE, 18th June, 1871." 

On the 15th of O c t o b e r , d u r i n g the Prussian occupat ion, 

the C o m m u n i t y of Chalons-sur-Marne had the .misfortune 

to lose their former Director , the revered Brother . Her-

mogene. Thir ty-seven y e a r s of his life had been consecrated 

to the s e r v i c e of y o u t h . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the publ ic aff l ictions caused by the pres-



ence of the e n e m y ' s troops, the w h o l e t o w n a p p e a r e d t o . t a k e 

Tart in the Brothers ' mourning. D u n n g the t w o d a y s the 

dead remained exposed, every one wished to see ton, o touch 

his g a r m e n t s with p ious objects. A t the o b s e g e s the m a j o r , 

deputies and inspector of the A c a d e m y were the pall-bearers. 

x T e l n ar General , c l e r g y of the t o w n , p r i m a r y m s p e c t o j 

remains to 

A u g u s t , the day of t h e — * 

^ ^ U s h a d ^ t e . j u t now the 

Z M * * - I d relnse noth, 

a l/\vords of c o J . o r t and e n c o u r a g e m e n t ; ^ e * 
death they p r e p a r e d f o r the last sacraments. S e v e r e trials 
w e r e t h ^ c r o w n of such admirable zeal, such . u c ^ -

^ ^ ' ^ « - ^ U o t s r c ^ h a d f t o 

the death w h i c h thou sendest me . M y u o o 

^ ^ r ^ ' h i s country ; heaven w a s 

open e to h a h1m a b h" r e w a r d awaited him. H i s last h o u r was 



and in the Hospital. 

full of sweetness, faith, and resignation. H i s brethren finish-

ed for him t h e sacred canticle : " In thee, O Lord, have I 

hoped ; my hope shall not be vain. In te Domine, speravi; 

non cortfundar in ceternum." 

B r o t h e r B6nonien had t a u g h t y o u t h for nearly t w e n t y -

seven years. H i s talents, urbanity , and goodness of heart 

won him the esteem and confidence of all. 

H e had taught t w e n t y - t w o y e a r s in Metz. W h e n his 

death was k n o w n in the c i ty , a g r e a t number of his former 

pupils, most o f them indebted to him for honorable positions, 

hastened to express to B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r their s o r r o w for 

the death of one they loved so much, and to request that a 

requiem Mass be offered f o r his soul. T h e number of y o u n g 

men w h o assisted thereat did honor to the departed , w h o s e 

name shall remain in benedict ion not only in Rethe l , but es-

pecial ly in the c i ty w h e r e his gent le and heroic devotedness 

w r o u g h t so much g o o d , and left such pleasing memories. 

T h e ambulance of the boarding-school of D i j o n received 

forty wounded, A u g u s t 26th. W o u n d e d soldiers were some-

thing new to the t o w n , and, seeing them arr ive in a piti-

able condition, the people wondered what the B r o t h e r s 

would d o under such c ircumstances. B u t when they saw 

them running to meet them, t a k i n g them in their arms, and 

c a r r y i n g them to handsome and spacious dormitories , furnish-

ed with clean, comfortab le b e d s ; when medicine and nourish-

ment w e r e found f o r them as if by magic , they looked xon in 

amazement, and b e g a n t o understand what intel l igent devo-

tedness can do, when g u i d e d by Christ ian char i ty . T h e first 

favorable impression, far from diminishing, became still 

greater when it was seen that the same care, the same sani-

tary measures, the same affectionate attention, were unre-

mitting from the 26th of A u g u s t till the 15th of March. It 



was unhesitat ingly declared in Di jon that, of all the g r e a t 

ambulances of the c i ty , the Brothers ' boarding-school was 

the best kept, the best aired, the one in which the sick were 

the most content and the soonest cured. 

It was also remarkable that the most of the T u r c o s came t o 

the Brothers . T h e s e p o o r Mussulmans were not a little sur-

prised t o find themselves a m o n g s t all those Christian mara-

bouts (Mahometan priests), as they called them. B u t a few 

hours' intercourse was sufficient to make these children of 

A f r i c a as much at their ease as if they w e r e on a b ivouac , and 

their relations with the B r o t h e r s became free, and e v e n friend-

ly. T h e y were visibly affected by the e x c e e d i n g kindness they 

received, and showed themselves g r a t e f u l in return. T h e y 

reluctantly quitted an ambulance in w h i c h they had been so 

well cared for ; many s h e d d i n g tears w h e n s a y i n g " G o o d -

bye . " It was a t o u c h i n g and beautiful s ight to see those 

son$ of the Prophet affectiouately e m b r a c i n g the chi ldren 

of Christ . A c c o r d i n g to the Scr ipture , a l o v i n g remem-

brance is l ike a prec ious ointment e v e r carr ied a b o u t us. 

M a y not those Mussulmans one day say to t h e m s e l v e s : 

" T r u t h surely re igns where charity so p r e v a i l s " ? S e v e r a l 

frequently went t o the chapel d u r i n g div ine service, and 

their demeanor was m a r k e d by g r e a t g r a v i t y and decorum. 

Unasked, of their o w n accord, they went, d r a w n by some 

myster ious p o w e r they would not resist. 

A f t e r the batt le of B o r n y ( A u g u s t 14th) the B r o t h e r s of 

M e t z of fered to ac t as correspondents for the sick. T h e 

G o v e r n o r grate fu l ly accepted, and the B r o t h e r s were in-

stalled in the several ambulances and began the task of love. 

Many w o u l d otherwise have found it impossible to c o m m u -

nicate with their families. T h o s e who, in pain and weakness, 

have longed to send some message to lov ing ones at home, 

and others w h o have waited till heartsore, e x p e c t i n g a line 

from the absent, wil l ful ly realize the t h o u g h t f u l kindness 

and blessed chari ty of the B r o t h e r s in this g e n e r o u s work. 

B u t the total investment of Metz soon c laimed their ser-

vices for more u r g e n t needs. A t the battle of G r a v e l o t t e , 

more than 8,000 w o u n d e d F r e n c h remained on the g r o u n d . 

T h e r e was no lack of arms to bear them a w a y ; but place to 

receive them was soon w a n t i n g ; and there w e r e no longer 

nurses enough to dress their wounds. 

A t once the Brothers ' parochial school became an ambu-

lance. O n the fo l lowing day, several soldiers were already 

under their care. T h e Sisters from Sainte-Chrétienne, the 

military authorit ies, and the Rel ief S o c i e t y furnished them 

with mattresses and what linen they required. A portion of 

the community was e m p l o y e d in a t tending the wounded in 

the barracks till the staff of nurses was organized. 

T h r e e companies of custom-house officers, and a c o m p a n y 

of foresters, recalled to Metz , found themselves wi thout 

shelter, encamped in the open air, and with very poor nourish-

ment. These men, to the number of 250, were all fathers 

of families, and began to feel their many privations, to w h i c h 

a number had a lready succumbed, w h e n the B r o t h e r 

Director hastened to ask permission of the managers of the 

free schools to care for the remainder. P a r t of them were 

loged at St . A u g u s t i n e ' s , the rest at St. Vincent 's . 

Some d a y s after the declaration of war , the B r o t h e r s of 

Rouen offered themselves to the authorit ies for ambulance 

service. On the 26th of A u g u s t , about ten o 'c lock in the 

evening, the first train of w o u n d e d reached R o u e n . It was 

eleven when the wounded, to the number of fifty-three, were 

conveyed to the B r o t h e r s ' N o r m a l School ambulance. T h e y 

had been t w e n t y - f o u r hours on the w a y . M a n y were suffer-
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§ i g intensely. A l l were o v e r c o m e with fa t igue ; but no one 

complained ; they seemed g lad to find themselves with the 

B r o t h e r s . 

" T h e B r o t h e r s took care of us at R h e i m s , " they s a i d ; 

« w e find them again at R o u e n : w e shall be at home with 

R e m . " , , , , 

S o m e charitable y o u n g men and a physician, w h o had been 

at the station on their arrival, accompanied them t o the N o r -

mal S c h o o l : they helped the B r o t h e r s to dress their wounds, 

and to wai t upon the soldiers at a meal quick ly prepared. 

B y one A . M . all had been prov ided with comfortable beds, 

and w e r e kindly watched o v e r by their faithful nurses. 

On the 12th of S e p t e m b e r , the B r o t h e r s of Beauvois ine 

street received twenty sick and w o u n d e d , w h o m they lodged 
in their school. 

O n the 27th of A u g u s t , B a r o n E r n e s t L e r o y , prefect of the 

L o w e r Seine, inspected the N o r m a l School ambulance. On 

the fo l lowing dav, His Eminence Cardinal de Bonnechose 

was there, and spoke affectionately to e v e r y soldier. A l l 

expressed their g r a t i t u d e for the kindness with which they 

were treated ; they did the same to the general and the 

s u r g e o n - m a j o r : " W e should have been c u r e d long a g o , " 

they said, " had we been cared f o r as w e now are." 

Drs. Gressent and M a n o u r y attended the Normal School 

a m b u l a n c e ; Dr. Levasseur , the c o m m u n i t y in Beauvoisine 

S t r e e t ; in both places the B r o t h e r s alone dressed the 

wounds, and g a v e the thousand little cares required by the 

sick, besides c leaning the wards, and s u p p l y i n g food and 

medicine at their o w n expense. 

T h e Countess of C h a t r e established an ambulance at 

G r a n d - O u e v i l l y ; by her earnest entreaties, three B r o t h e r s 

were sent to direct it. T h i s w o r t h y and generous benefac-



tress only appeared content and satisfied w h e n she saw the 

sick soldiers in the hands of the children ot the V e n e r a b l e 

D e L a Salle. 

O n the I i th and 13th of S e p t e m b e r , numbers of w o u n d e d 

soldiers were added to those already in the N o r m a l S c h o o l 

ambulance. 

T h e Nouvellistc de Rouen remarked on this occasion that, 

" of the soldiers w h o arr ived from the Eastern ambulances, 

the worst cases were c o n v e y e d to the N o r m a l S c h o o l . " 

S o m e indeed w e r e v e r y i l l ; some of their wounds mortified ; 

nevertheless, all were cured. 

" W e r e it not for the unceasing care of the Brothers , w e 

should be d e a d ! " said many grateful soldiers. " A f t e r G o d , 

it is to the B r o t h e r s that we o w e our cure." 

F r o m the 9th of S e p t e m b e r till the 7th of October , the 

B r o t h e r s of G i s o r s watched o v e r the sick and wounded. 

T h e enemy then advancing, those sufficiently recovered were 

sent to their homes, whi le those unable t o be m o v e d be-

came prisoners of war. T h e y were , however , fortunate in 

still being lef t to the Brothers ' care. 

T h e ambulance of B a y e u x , organized in the first week of 

A u g u s t , entered u p o n its duties first from the 15th of Sep-

tember till the 20th of O c t o b e r ; then, from the 4th of D e -

cember till the iSth of M a r c h . It received 206 wounded, 

making a total of 7109 days . 

Dr. G e o r g e D u m a g n y , in his report, g i v e s the highest 

praise to the B r o t h e r Director , w h o had c h a r g e of the gen-

eral superintendence, and t o f o u r Sisters of Providence , w h o 

were, in their w a y , angels of chari ty . H e concludes by 

s a y i n g : " In their spirit of abnegation, these devoted co-

operators in our work aspired t o o t h e r r e w a r d s than those 

of earth ; but in the d ischarge of o u r d u t y , we feel bound 



to testify here that they are deserv ing of. our w a r m e s t 

grat i tude ." . 
A f t e r the disaster of Sedan, there w e r e 360 w o u n d e d in 

the ambulance of the little Seminary of Cambrai . E i g h t 

B r o t h e r s were incessantly e m p l o y e d there for a whole month. 

A l l w h o visited them spoke with emotion of the care g i v e n 

the p o o r soldiers. T h e doctors w e r e de l ighted to have them 

for auxiliaries. T h e peace and serenity of their soul, reflect-

ed on their countenance, indicated sympathy and b e g o t 

confidence. T h e sick accepted their services with grat i -

tude • they loved to call them dear Brothers. T h e e x a m p l e 

of Jesus, poor and mortified, whose bread was to do H i s 

Father ' s will , and whose law was reduced to the love of G o d 

and of o u r neighbor, was r e p r o d u c e d daily and hourly in the 

w o r d s and actions of the children of D e L a Sal le , w h o had 

b e c o m e saviors of their brethren. 



C H A P T E R IV. 

T H E B R O T H E R S I N B E L G I U M A N D A T C H A M P I G N Y . 

France, in her d a y s of misfortune, was not forgotten by Bel-

gium, w h o remembered how she had been helped to shake off 

a foreign yoke. F r o m the first disasters. Minister d 'Anethan, 

with the g o v e r n o r s of the provinces, organized ambulances in 

most large cities. T h e rel igious communit ies , with laudable 

eagerness, placed their houses at the disposal of the authori-

ties. T h e B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian Schools , with enthusias-

tic zeal and devotedness, re l ieved the w o u n d e d and the prison-

ers. F r o m volumes of testimony w e are a l lowed only to make 

short extracts , special ly naming the B r o t h e r s of C a r l s b o u r g 

and N a m u r . T h e praises spoken of these sons of L a Salle 

m u s t be considered as clue and applied to their brothers in 

arms t h r o u g h o u t Belgium. 

Carlsbourg. 

T h e principal phases of the battle of Sedan have been re-

lated. T h e sound of the cannonade was distinctly heard 

from the Belg ian frontier. T h e sky was cloudless and se-

rene. T h e roar of the arti l lery was terrific ; the sound varied 

according t o the.cal ibre of the pieces : now quick and d r y , 

now hol low and more prolonged. T h e crash of the shells 

added still more to this f r ight ful din. C l o u d s of g r a y and 

bluish v a p o r rose above the w o o d s and mountains that 

stretch a w a y t o w a r d s Be lg ium. 

On the ist of S e p t e m b e r , at four P.M., the roar of cannon 
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began to g r o w fa inter ; the g r e a t drama was d r a w i n g to a 

close. T h e sett ing sun shed his rays upon a b l o o d - b e d e w e d 

field. 

General de Fai l ly 's corps had been cut to pieces by 

eight A . M. A small part was fortunate enough to g e t into 

B e l g i u m . 

A f t e r a march of ten or eleven leagues through w o o d s and 

o v e r mountains, more than 1100 soldiers arrived at the Broth-

ers' establishment in C a r l s b o u r g . It w a s d a r k ; from four 

A . M. these unhappy men had not tasted food. T h e y w e r e 

exhausted with hunger, thirst and f a t i g u e ; some were in rags ; 

others barefoot , or had lost the little money they possessed. 

T h e sick and wounded were d r a g g e d in carts. Of f icers and 

men were in a pitiable condition when they reached Carls-

b o u r g . 

T h e Belgian general Thiebauld and his staff showed them-

selves, on this occasion, w o r t h y of the mission which had 

been assigned them : they treated the F r e n c h with the ut-

most courtesy and attention. T h e y were neither Be lg ians 

nor F r e n c h : they were comrades and brothers. 

A t that late hour, the poor soldiers k n e w not to whose 

hospitality they w e r e being conf ided; they waited, sad and 

silent, till such time as they might be a l lowed a little rest. 

B u t when they saw the Brother professors of the establish-

ment, their faces at once brightened. „ 

" A h ! w e are with the B r o t h e r s of the Christian S c h o o l s ! 

they exc la imed ; " w e have k n o w n them long and w e l l ; 

they are b r a v e and w o r t h y ; t h e y are o u r friends." 

T h e n c e f o r t h , a bond of sympathet ic affection existed be-

tween the rel igious and the military. 

O n the arr ival of the fugi t ives , the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r 

caused a large fire to be made in the y a r d , that the soldiers 

might w a r m themselves, and dry their clothes. 

T h e officers, to the number of forty , were ushered into the 

parlor, t o g e t h e r with the Belg ian staff. T h e refectories, 

study-halls, and several other apartments of the house, were 

placed at the disposal of the military. Refreshments were 

served as soon as they could be prepared. A l l in the estab-

lishment waited on these poor fe l lows with cheerfulness and 

a lacr i ty ; they s p o k e " s o e n c o u r a g i n g l y to them that their 

miseries were almost forgot ten. W h a t provisions the 

Brothers had were b r o u g h t : bread, cheese, meat, fruits, pre-

serves, beer and wine, all were distributed with unequalled 

charity. 

A f t e r this supper, which took place about eleven P. M., 

the B r o t h e r Director , consult ing only his o w n g o o d heart, 

served coffee to each. W h i l e the sick and wounded were re-

ce iv ing the care their condition required, the horses were 

let loose in the park , and appeared to make up, on the green, 

smooth turf, for their w a n t of rations on t h e p r e v i o u s days . 

In that nocturnal assembly hearts were opened ; gr ie f lost 

its p o i g n a n c y ; its bands relaxed ; so many men drawn to-

gether by misfortune and affection, presented a str iking 

spectacle. T h e r e w e r e T u r c o s , zouaves , sharpshooters, dra-

goons, art i l lerymen, engineers, men of the line, etc. S o m e 

c r i e d : " B e l g i u m f o r e v e r ! " others, " H u r r a h f o r the 

Venerable D e L a Sal le ! " " L o n g l ive B r o t h e r Phi l ippe ! " 

" S u c c e s s to o u r teachers, the B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian 

S c h o o l s ! " W h i l e the B e l g i a n s s a i d : " V i v a la F r a n c e ! 

Hurrah for her army, which has been crushed only by supe-

rior numbers . " 

Brother M e m o i r e then, on the part of the Brothers, w a r m l y 

expressed the pride and pleasure he felt on finding himself 

surrounded by French officers and soldiers. 

" I am honored," said he, " in hav ing a share in the disas-



ters w h i c h h a v e befal len F r a n c e and her w o r l d - r e n o w n e d 

a r m y . L i k e all B e l g i a n s , I l o v e F r a n c e ; 1 des i re that she 

may a l w a y s maintain the place w h i c h P r o v i d e n c e has assign-

ed t o her, for the sake of c iv i l izat ion and humanity . I wish 

h e r the same peace and happiness w h i c h I earnest ly p r a y 

may e v e r be the lot of m y o w n c o u n t r y . " 

A F r e n c h colonel rose in his turn, and, in a v o i c e q u i v e r i n g 

with emot ion, thanked t h e B e l g i a n of f icers and B r o t h e r s of 

C a r l s b o u r g for the k indness and attention b e s t o w e d on him 

and his. H e s p o k e of F r a n c e and her mis for tunes in t e r m s 

that d r e w tears from e v e r y e y e . 

T h e next morning , before p a r t i n g w i t h the B r o t h e r s , t h e 

F r e n c h of f icers insisted on l e a v i n g a memoria l of their grat i -

tude . T h e d o c u m e n t reads as f o l l o w s : 

" T h e S u p e r i o r of t h e establ ishment of C a r l s b o u r g , and 

the B r o t h e r s of the Chris t ian Schools , will please a c c e p t the 

test imony of o u r p r o f o u n d g r a t i t u d e for the g e n e r o u s hospi-

ta l i ty they have e x t e n d e d to us. 

" P E R I E R , Col, 7th Lancers. 

BECANE, First Physician, 88th Regt. of the line. 

C H A S . F O U R E S , Major, Jth Lancers. 

V L C O M T E D E K E R H U E , Lieut-Col., 7 t h Lancers. 

BOYER, Sub-Lieut., ipth of the line. 

LECORNY, Major, jth Lancers. Etc., etc." 

A g a i n , on the e v e n i n g of the 2d of S e p t e m b e r , several hun-

d r e d soldiers , w h o had been w a n d e r i n g in the woods, reached 

C a r l s b o u r g . 

T h e y , too, w e r e e x h a u s t e d f r o m h u n g e r and fa t igue . B u t 

the B r o t h e r s , f o r e s e e i n g their c o m i n g , had m a d e the neces-

sary a r r a n g e m e n t s , so that e v e r y t h i n g w a s r e a d y for their re-

lief. T h i s second d e t a c h m e n t w a s w e l c o m e d w i t h the same 

kindness, the same g e n e r o u s hospi ta l i ty as the first. T h e 

officers, touched b y the aid and s y m p a t h y s h o w n t h e m in 

their sufferings, s igned, as their predecessors had done, the 

fo l lowing cert i f icate of g r a t i t u d e : 

" C A R L S B O U R G , Sept. 2d, 1870. 

' " Certa in off icers of the F r e n c h a r m y , d r i v e n to the B e l -

gian front ier and o b l i g e d to a d v a n c e into B e l g i a n t e r r i t o r y , 

have passed t h r o u g h C a r l s b o u r g , w h e r e they r e c e i v e d the 

most cordia l w e l c o m e f r o m the B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian 

Schools , to w h o m they feel bound to e x p r e s s t h e i r g r a t i t u d e . 

T h e y wil l e v e r cher ish the r e m e m b r a n c e of the k i n d and 

sympathet ic w e l c o m e of those gent lemen. 

" BLRLE, Capt., train of Artillery. 

FRANK, Capt., 45th of the line. 

WATELLIER, Lieut., 7th Chasseurs. 

B A R O N DE M O N T B R O N , Capt., 1 st Lancers. 

C O M T E D ' O L O N D E , Sub-Lieut., 6t/rCuirassiers. 

FRIER, Assist. Bandmaster. Etc., etc., etc." 

On the 3d and 4th of S e p t e m b e r , the B r o t h e r s ' establish-

ment was t h r o w n open to o t h e r g r o u p s , as t h e y c a m e a l o n g ; 

the same kind r e c e p t i o n w a s repeated. T h e g r e a t e r the mis-

fortune of the defeated a r m y , the m o r e a c t i v e and e n e r g e t i c 

was the d e v o t i o n of the B r o t h e r s of C a r l s b o u r g . 

B r o t h e r M é m o i r e , not satisfied w i t h r e l i e v i n g the unfor-

tunate men w h o presented t h e m s e l v e s , c o v e r e d w i t h dust 

and blood, sent his B r o t h e r s out into the w o o d s to seek 

those w h o w e r e l y i n g there , unable t o cont inue their j o u r n e y . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , h e g a v e m o n e y to those w h o n e e d e d it. 

Blessed investment , r e g i s t e r e d in G o d ' s g o l d e n b o o k ! 

O n the 5th of S e p t e m b e r , the b o a r d i n g - s c h o o l of C a r l s -



"bourg w a s again c r o w d e d wi th French. It is needless t o sa}', 

w i t h t h e B r o t h e r s ' s u b l i m e c h a r i l y , t h e y w e r e w e l c o m e . 

T h e s e , too, l ike t h e others , l e f t their wr i t ten t e s t i m o n y of 

b o u n d l e s s g r a t i t u d e . A s the e s t a b l i s h m e n t in C a r l s b o u r g 

w a s b e c o m i n g t h e t h o r o u g h f a r e f o r the F r e n c h d e t a c h e d f r o m 

their s e v e r a l corps , t h e B e l g i a n author i t ies establ ished a mili-

t a r y p o s t in this v e r y house. T h e o f f i cers of the post t o o k 

c a r e that none of the soldiers wanted for a n y t h i n g , a l w a y s 

h a v i n g r e c o u r s e to t h e char i ty of the B r o t h e r s , w h i c h the 

F r e n c h and B e l g i a n j o u r n a l s u n c e a s i n g l y praised. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g lines, c o p i e d f r o m t h e Bien Publie of G h e n t , 

br ief ly d e s c r i b e w h a t w a s g o i n g on at the B r o t h e r s ' house : — 

" A S I G N W H I C H IS A D E C O R A T I O N . — T h e B e l g i a n o f f i c e r s 

posted at t h e es tabl i shment in C a r l s b o u r g f rom the b e g i n n i n g 

of the w a r , see ing , e v e r y da}', h u n d r e d s of F r e n c h so ld iers 

r e c e i v e d into the B r o t h e r s ' house, c o n c e i v e d the h a p p y idea 

of c a l l i n g t h e institution t h e Hôtel pro Deo et Patria ( H o t e l 

f o r G o d and c o u n t r y ) . 

" H a v i n g p r e p a r e d this s ign, t h e y p l a c e d it w h e r e it w o u l d 

be sure to meet the e y e s of the p o o r F r e n c h soldiers. 

" B r o t h e r M é m o i r e , a p p e a r i n g t o t a k e no notice, c o n t i n u e s 

his char i table ef forts on behalf of t h e u n f o r t u n a t e so ldiers 

w h o are e v e r y d a y b r o u g h t in by the B e l g i a n of f icers to the 

school -house in C a r l s b o u r g . " 

D u r i n g the w h o l e month of S e p t e m b e r , B r o t h e r M é m o i r e 

p u r s u e d his w o r k of c h a r i t y . H e u n d e r t o o k the d e l i v e r y of 

let ters for S e d a n , and its v ic in i ty . T h e h o u s e had b e c o m e 

a spec ies of consulate , w h e r e i n t e l l i g e n c e m i g h t be had f r o m 

all parts . It w a s a centra l post-off ice, c o r r e s p o n d i n g wi th 

B e l g i u m , F r a n c e , G e r m a n y , and even A f r i c a . A s f o r t h e 

e x p e n s e s , the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r t o o k n o a c c o u n t of t h e m : t o 

do g o o d o v e r and o v e r a g a i n — t h a t w a s his motto , and his 

sweetest o c c u p a t i o n . H e r e n d e r e d the F r e n c h e v e r y pos-

sible assistance. T h e f o l l o w i n g letter wi l l s h o w h o w far his 

serv ice e x t e n d e d : 

P R O V I N C I A L G O V E R N M E N T OF N A M U R , 

" N A M U R , NOV. I O t h , 1870. 

" M O N S I E U R LE D I R E C T E U R : 

" I h a v e the h o n o r t o inform y o u that the fami l ies of t h e 

F r e n c h of f icers h e r e a f t e r named h a v e w r i t t e n to me, re-

quest ing me most earnest ly t o let t h e m k n o w , if possible, 

what has b e c o m e of them. T h e f o l l o w i n g a r e the names of 

these o f f i cers : 

" 1st. M. C l e m e n t , C a p t a i n - A d j t . - M a j o r , 1st battal ion, 17th 

of the line, 3d d iv is ion of the 5th corps , c o m m a n d e d b y G e n -

eral G u y o t de L e s p a r t . 

" 2d. C o u n t P i e r r e d e L u r S a l u c e s , S u b - L i e u t . , 7th Lan-

cers, 6th corps . 

" 3d. M. d e la R i v i e r e , L i e u t e n a n t , 8th horse chasseurs , 

order ly of f icer of G e n e r a l d e V a n d e u r , of the 3d c o r p s . 

" 4th. M. de M a l i e v a n c e , S u b - L i e u t . , 8th chasseurs , 12th 
corps. 

" 5th. M . R a m a l a n s k i , Capta in , 8th c h a s s e u r s , 12th corps. 

" 6th. M. S e p t i m e de V a u s s u y , S u b - L i e u t . , M a r i n e infan-

try, 12th c o r p s . 

" 7 t h - M- H e n r i d e L y o n n e , L ieut . , 4th b a t t e r y , 19th artil-
lery. 

" I b e g y o u to g i v e me, Mons. le D i r e c t e u r , wi th as l i tt le 

delay as possible, any information y o u m a y possess as t o the 

fate of these off icers . F r o m w h a t I h a v e learned, e i ther of 

the five of f icers m e n t i o n e d u n d e r n u m b e r s 3 t o 7, m i g h t 

probably p r o c u r e in format ion of the o t h e r f o u r . 



" A c c e p t , M. le D i r e c t e u r , the assurance of m y distinguish-

ed consideration. 
" C O U N T DE B A I L L Y , 

" Governor of the Province." 

T h e D i r e c t o r of C a r l s b o u r g replied to the G o v e r n o r of 

N a m u r that he would make inquiries on the subject of the 

F r e n c h officers mentioned. A n d , in fact, many families were 

by his a g e n c y re l ieved from their anxiety concerning the 

fate of their relatives, taken prisoners. 

E v e r y one k n o w s what miseries fol low in the train of war. 

B r o t h e r Mémoire col lected in B e l g i u m , and went himself 

with the proceeds t o the poor of Bazeilles, and the .neighbor-

hood of Sedan. G o d only k n o w s how many unfortunate 

creatures he assisted, and w h a t suffering he rel ieved. 

T h e school-house was the hospital and relief office of the 

fug i t ives of Sedan : later, it opened its doors to those of 

Mézières and Metz. T h e soldiers repair ing to G i v e t , all 

went by w a y of C a r l s b o u r g , and did not fail to stop at the 

hotel Pro Deo ct Patria. B r o t h e r Mémoire received not 

only from France, but from fore ign countries, presents of all 

sorts, which he was not s low in distr ibuting. Linen, c loth-

ing, provisions, l i q u o r s — t h e B r o t h e r s accepted all on behalf 

of the innocent v ict ims of war. 

T h e letters addressed to C a r l s b o u r g in relation to the dis-

asters o f the war, and the noble conduct of the Christ ian 

Brothers, would make a volume. 

Limited as this work is, just ice to the heroic devotedness 

of the B r o t h e r s requires us to make extracts from one or t w o 

of these letters. T h i s from T h i o n v i l l e : 

" M . L E D I R E C T E U R : 

" W e have not forgotten y o u r touching kindness to us dur-

ing our stay at y o u r establishment : w e l ikewise r e m e m b e r 

all y o u have done for our poor so ld iers ; and those tokens of 

sympathy ior defeated b r a v e r y , and for our c o u n t r y , console 

us for much sorrow. Misfortune makes true friends known. 

May the L o r d r e m e m b e r y o u r g e n e r o s i t y , and hear our fer-

vent p r a y e r s for y o u r welfare, and that of all y o u r dear 

Brothers of C a r l s b o u r g . " 

A member of the society established at N a m u r for the re-
lief of the French, addressed the fo l lowing ietter to B r o t h e r 
Mémoire : — 

" NAMUR, Sept. 18th, 1870. 

" D E A R B R O T H E R D I R E C T O R : 

" I have rece ived y o u r beautiful letter, fu l l of interest ing 

details. Y o u have deserved well of the country , and y o u r 

establishment is w o r t h y of the name a w a r d e d to it by gener-

ous and grateful soldiers. . . . 

" T h e work y o u have done is just what the association was 

g o t up for ; y o u have done it generous ly , wi thout hope of a 

return, and before assistance could arr ive from the com-

mittee. 

" I hope y o u will be indemnified for y o u r enormous ex-

penses. M y G o d ! w h i t h e r are we g o i n g ? H o w incompre-

hensible it is that, at the b idding of t w o men, t w o nations 

massacre one another, and ruin their families and their c o u n -

try ! B u t I must stop, lest I g o too far. 

" E v e r yours , 

" J. C. and J. G . E 

T h e thought fu l kindness of the B r o t h e r s k n e w no bounds. 

With them were deposited sums of money for the poor 



officers, w h o m the capitulation had t h r o w n into Prussia. 

T h e s e sums were sent with scrupulous care. O n e day it 

w a s 2500 francs f o r w a r d e d to the French in B o n n ; letters 

addressed by B r o t h e r M é m o i r e reached nearly all the Prus-

sian fortresses. T h e sums mentioned in the f o l l o w i n g receipts 

had been sent by the president of the c ivi l court in Sedan : 

" C O B L E N T Z , Nov. 1 2 t h , 1870. 

" M . L E D I R E C T E U R : 

« 1 have the honor to a c k n o w l e d g e the receipt of e leven 

post-office o r d e r s y o u have sent me. 

" I thank you v e r y sincerely for all the part you have so 

kindly taken in the serv ice rendered me by the president. 

" Y o u will please accept , M. le Direc teur , the expression 

of my highest esteem, and most devoted and grate fu l sen-

timents. 
" C O L O N E L G U I L L E M I N . 

From its foundation, the boarding-school m C a r l s b o u r g 

had a l w a y s had some French pupils. T h e s e held a high 

place in the heart of their venerated teachers. T h e fol low-

ing letter f rom one of them, a prisoner in Prussia, plainly 

s h o w s the affectionate interest B r o t h e r M é m o i r e took in his 

former pupi ls : 

" E M M I N E N S , Jan. $th, 1 8 / I . 

" 1 b e g to inform y o u that 1 have received the box y o u 

were g o o d enough to send me. 1 received it at seven A. M. 

Shirts , drawers , vests, nightcaps, hats, towels , boots, handker-

chiefs and books, all were safe. 1 was very g lad to g e t these 

useful things. H o w great is y o u r chari ty for poor prisoners ! 

« I thank y o u with my whole heart for all y o u have done 

for me d u r i n g so .many years. I b e g of G o d to r e w a r d y o u 

as you deserve. A c c e p t my warmest regard . M y life will 

not be l o n g enough to express my grat i tude. 

" C H A R L E S . " 

Namur. 

It was in the last d a y s of A u g u s t that the c o m m u n i t y of 

Namur began re l iev ing the poor soldiers : the class-room 

became an ambulance, and here the provisions, linen, lint 

and medicines, that w e r e l ikely to be required, were pre-

pared. B y the 1st of S e p t e m b e r there were thirty beds, and 

the wounded began to come in, in threes and fours, and 

larger numbers, before complete facilities had been secured 

for their reception. 

On the 10th of S e p t e m b e r , about half-past eleven P. M., 

the doorbel l announced another F r e n c h visitor. T h e Broth-

er w h o was that day on the watch, hastened to open the 

door. T w e l v e off icers were before him. S e e i n g the rel ig-

ious, the F r e n c h m e n exc la imed : 

" T h i s is the Brothers ' school ! W e are a m o n g friends ! 

W e are saved ! " 

T h e y shook hands cordial ly with the B r o t h e r , w h o was 

so much affected by these marks of l ively s y m p a t h y as to be 

quite speechless. T h e assistance of a heart}' meal, with 

ample a c c o m m o d a t i o n for the night, so complete ly surprised 

the weary w a y f a r e r s t h a t their looks alone had to bespeak 

their g r a t i t u d e ; this their countenance did with the fullest 

success, to the amplest degree . 

T h e next day they were made to stay at the establishment, 

in order to recruit their exhausted strength. 

When evening c a m e they were obl iged to part. T o their 

warm thanks for the Brothers ' kindness, the latter replied : 



" It is o u r duty in these unhappy t imes to assist all w h o suf-

fer from the war." 

" A n d y o u love France ? " said one of the officers, a grate-

ful l ight beaming in his eye . 

" Y e s i n d e e d , " the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r replied, " w e dearly 

love h e r ; she is the cradle of our O r d e r , and of many gener-

ous institutions. R e p e a t this to y o u r c o u n t r y m e n when 

y o u g o back to v o u r beautiful land." 

« W e will " the officer returned ; " and w e wil l also tell of 

the blessed charity w e found a m o n g the Belg ian sons of the 
Venerable D e L a Salle." 

\ - r a v e look rested on the Brother ' s face. " N o , no, he 

hastily rejoined, « say nothing of that. W h a t is the little we 
have done for y o u ? 

" L i t t l e ! B r o t h e r ! " the off icer exc la imed ; " d o y o u call 

it l i t t le? W e came t o y o u strangers, and y o u took us i n ; 

h u n g r y , and y o u g a v e us to e a t ; thirsty, and y o u g a v e us t o 

drink ; and then the nursing, c lothing of o u r sick and r a g g e d 

comrades ; visit ing them in prisons, as y o u and the other 

members of y o u r holy O r d e r have d o n e ! A n d y o u k n o w 

he added affectionately, t a k i n g the Brother D i r e c t o r s hand, 

" in d o i n g all this for the least of our L o r d s brethren, y o u 

have done it f o r the L o r d Himself ." 

T h e B r o t h e r was about to speak, but he quickly interrupt-

ed w h a t e v e r he was g o i n g to say by remarking : 

" R e m e m b e r , Brother , H i s divine lips have solemnly de-

clared it. Y o u cannot ga insay it ." 

" N o no " said the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r in a hushed voice , 

« w e rejoice that the dear L o r d has g i v e n us an opportunity 

to do something for H i s be loved poor. W e it is w h o have reason to feel and to be grate fu l . " -
•< A t all events," replied the officer, " to y o u and all y o u r 

blessed O r d e r will come the g l o r i o u s r e w a r d . " T h e y 
gathered around him, shook hands, and, with tears in their 
eyes, bade him " G o o d - b y e !" 

T h r o u g h a misunderstanding, a train that had left Sedan 
for Aix- la-Chapel le went by w a y of N a m u r . T h i s train 
b r o u g h t G e r m a n sick and wounded. T h e B r o t h e r s rece ived 
twenty-three of them. T h e s e poor men were in a most piti-
able condition. Clean linen was g iven them, for they had not 
changed since the beginning of the war. T h e B r o t h e r s 
treated them with the kindness that Cathol ic char i ty dic-
tates. 

T h e Brothers ' ambulance was kept in the most perfect or-
der ; the patients w e r e scrupulously attended. 

T h e friendship and confidence of the soldiers were admi-
rably manifested. T h e brave man w h o had risked his life on 
the battle-field soon became at tached to him w h o dressed 
his wounds, and kept watch b y his bed of pain ; and thus, 
very f e w d a y s sufficed to win for the B r o t h e r s the affection 
of their patients. 

W h i l e c u r i n g the body, they tried also to heal the soul. 
They succeeded wonderful ly . W h e n reminded of their first 
communion, and the pure j o y s of their chi ldhood, the wound-
ed, without except ion, asked to be reconciled to G o d . 

" G o d is my leader ," said one ; " I should be a c o w a r d 
and a wretch i f f refused H i s friendship." N o b l e and m a g -
nanimous words, w h i c h cannot be too often meditated upon, 
and which are well befitt ing the lips of a soldier of 
France! 

One of the priests of the parish heard the confessions of 

the French ; a father of the C o m p a n y of Jesus, those of the 

Germans. N e x t morning, at Mass, to the g r e a t edification 

of all present, the soldiers received the holy Eucharist . A f -



ter holy Mass they remained some little t ime in p r a y e r and 

! < * 4 - e d daily one on, y , struck in 

the shoulder by a bullet, appeared in a hopeless condition . 

he was a Bavarian. H e bore his sufferings with much res ig 

* nation, and died on the 2 i s t of S e p t e m b e r , fortified by all the 

rites of the C h u r c h , after a l inger ing a g o n y . 

W h i l e the last sacraments w e r e be ing a d m i n i s t e r e d a 

P r o t e s t a n t soldier, l y i n g in the same room, a | > e | e d great-

ly impressed by the Cathol ic ceremonies. A f t e r the depart-

ure of the priest, he called a B r o t h e r . 
" O h ' " said he " how beautiful is y o u r re l ig ion! D e a t h 

a m o n g y o u is not death : surely it is a happy p « P a r a f o n for 
a n o t h e r life, a better life. 1 wish to b e c o m e a Cathol ic : I wil l 
d ™ the i d faith of my f a t h e r s ! " W hilst pronouncing the 
w o r d s " I wish to become a Cathol ic , " a tear rolled d o w n 
his cheek, express ing more clearly than w o r d s t h e , g n u * that 

had touched his heart. H e generously " ^ « f * > M f 
on his r e c o v e r y , after a t h o r o u g h preparat ion, he was re 

remaining in B e l g i u m , w h e t h e r in 

the camp at B e v e r l o o , or in any of the cities, and w h o had 

been uTder the care of the B r o t h e r s in N a m u r , w r o t e fre-

nuenUv to their benefactors. T h e y looked to them for a 

w o r d of comfort in their trials. T h i s consolation was never 

' T e a s e d , and, t o u c h i n g to relate, it was 

nanied bv a little pecuniary assistance. B lessed be y e , aear 

M i a n B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian S c h o o l s ! T h e grat i tude o 

the soldiers will not end with their life, for their children, after 

hem will r e m e m b e r and tell how y o u assisted their fathers 

n X i r need: h o w y o u nursed them in sickness, and comforted 

and strengthened them by y o u r holy c h a n t y w h e n m pr.son 



O f all the letters written to the Brothers of Naraur by 

the F r e n c h soldiers, w e have room but for t w o or three. 

" LlKGE, NOV. \oih, 1870. 
" D E A R B R O T H E R S : 

" I wri te to let y o u k n o w that thus far my health is g o o d . 
F o r some d a y s past we have been depr ived of permits : we 
can no l o n g e r leave the citadel, because, the first days , there 
were s o m e went out that did not come in again. T h e weather 
is v e r y severe, and food not abundant. A h ! how happy w e 
•were at N a r a u r ! W e trust that o u r imprisonment will soon 
end. If I could hear from my parents, it would be some 
little c o m f o r t ; but I have not that happiness, and if peace be 
not soon signed, w e are all g o i n g to be sick. W e cannot l ive 
much longer as w e are. Kindest regards to all the dear 
Brothers , the fr iends of the prisoners. I a l w a y s think of y o u , 
and will, while 1 live. 

" L o u i s B R A S S E U R . " 

" I N T R E N C H E D F O R T OF A N T W E R P , 

" Nov. 26th, 1870. 

" D E A R B R O T H E R A N D F R I E N D : 

" I thank y o u a thousand times, together with all y o u r com-

munity, whose names are for ever e n g r a v e n on m y heart , for 

y o u r t h o u g h t f u l kindness. H o w happy I should be to spend 

my whole life as then, reading ! M y v e r y dear B r o t h e r , how 

much I would like to be near y o u ! Y o u r presence w o u l d 

console me : but I am deprived of the sight of those I love 

and es teem! I d o not f o r g e t morning and e v e n i n g prayers , 

which I was accustomed to say 111 y o u r holy house. I am 

thankful to G o d f o r hav ing escaped death. Unhappi ly , many 

of my friends have fallen. A l a s ! I long for all these things 



to end, that I may see dear France and my o w n home once 

more ^ 

« l thank y o u a thousand times for the five francs y o u sent 

me- they p r o c u r e d me the th ings I want most. 

" I conclude my letter by t h a n k i n g you anew, and b e g g m g 

vou to bel ieve that 1 can never f o r g e t y o u r many kindnesses. 

I look f o r w a r d to the happy day w h e n I can again shake 

hands with you. „ A P a r e n s . " 

" L I L L E , Feb. $th, 1 8 7 1 . 

" D E A R B R O T H E R : 

" I shall a l w a y s remember w i t h pleasure the g o o d re l ig ious 

w h o m I had the happiness of k n o w i n g at y o u r house. It is 

b y seeing them in private life that one learns just ly to appreci-

ate their many excellent qualities. T h e i r boundless d e v o -

ted n ess and kindness have inspired me with a v e r y sincere 

affection for them. Please say to B r o t h e r s R u p e r t and 

" that if they will al low me to do so, I will call them ,n 

futurcfrnv v e r v dear friends : that name expresses better 

than any other the affection 1 have for them. I hope, 11 hey 

Should i h a n c e to visitfa garr ison cpqupied by the 5 t s t , h e y 

wil l c o m e and assure me they have not forgot ten the lieu-

t e n a n t , " J A V E L O T . " 

The Brothers at Champigny. 

T h e battles of C h a m p i g n y and VilUers - e r e carr ied on 

with «Teat v igor . In these severe e n g a g e m e n t s the F r e n c h 

ioM. s o m e able o f f i cers : General Renault , G e n e r a l L a d n e t 

de la Charr iere , the Marquis de G r a n c e y , etc. 

T h e blood of the z o u a v e s and mobiles from the depart-
ments flowed in torrents. T h e B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian 
Schools , with their act ive s y m p a t h y and earnest devoted-
ness, had their full and appropriate share in those terrible 
struggles . T h e entire press was unanimous in praise of 
their grand, heroic charity on the battle-field. E v e n the 
Opinion Nationale, the implacable enemy of re l ig ious insti-
tutions, paid them a tr ibute which cannot be suspected of 
partial ity : — 

" W e have often," said that journal , " s t r u g g l e d against 

the a g g r e s s i v e character of re l ig ious corporations, when the 

g o v e r n m e n t was grant ing them all manner of favors. W e 

now consider it our d u t y to a c k n o w l e d g e the services ren-

dered by re l ig ious to o u r sick, and, especial ly , the courage-

ous devotedness with which the Brothers of the Christian 

S c h o o l s came to gather the wounded, even under the 

e n e m y ' s fire, v y i n g in stoicism with the admirable staff of 

doctors and ambulance volunteers. In the new era opened 

by the R e p u b l i c of 1870, the s t r u g g l e has changed its na-

ture. T h e r e is f reedom for all under the c o m m o n law, and 

honor to w h o m s o e v e r will d o the b e s t : public opinion shall 

be the j u d g e , and the country will be the ga iner by the 

loyal efforts of the combatants. W e must admit that the 

B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian S c h o o l s are now foremost ." 

T h e Soir, moreover, added : 

O n e oí the greates t topics of conversat ion a m o n g the 

soldiers is the conduct of the Brothers . T h e s e black-robed 

men, who, calm, stoical, walk amid flying bullets, c a r r y i n g 

the wounded, fill our soldiers with admiration. It must 

be o w n e d t h a t these t w o hundred B r o t h e r s have sriven an 



example of real courage . M o r e than ten times, our gen-

erals had to keep them back till the firing was over , f rom 

o-oing to take u p the wounded. 
& " T h u s the Institute of the B r o t h e r s has furnished t w o 

hundred infirmarians, whose black g o w n s are e v e r y w h e r e 

seen, in defiance of danger . L e t us pay h o m a g e to their 

b r a v e r y . " 

T h i s well-deserved tribute of respect w a s g r a t i f y i n g to 

those w h o k n e w the Brothers ' e x c e e d i n g worth . 

W h a t seemed to a port ion of the press e x t r a o r d m a r y acts, 

were but the public exercise of their ordinary virtues. A b -

negation, heroic c h a r i t y , the spirit of sacrifice, are the daily 

l ife of those faithful disciples of our Lord. 

W h i l s t the International S o c i e t y for the W o u n d e d called 

in the aid of hired litter-bearers, the ambulance of the press, 
with better j u d g m e n t , made an appeal to gratu i tous d e v o -

tedness It was then that B r o t h e r Phi l ippe placed at the 
disposal of M. Ricord and Mgr . Bauer, hundreds of B r o t h e r s 

as nurses and litter-bearers. 
T r u t h c o m p e l s us to add that there were none forced by 

their Super ior to enroll themselves under the banner of the 

press T h e y voluntar i ly offered t o g o ; nay more, t h e y 

b e — e d , they entreated to be permitted to do so. A n d this, 

' n o t l r o m any f o o l h a r d y and reckless impulse, but from the 

purest and holiest motive. A g lance at some of the letters 

the postulants of O u d i n o t street addressed t o the R e v . 

Brother Exup6rien, master of novices, will plainly show it. 

O n e writes : — 

" O u r brave soldiers are g i v i n g their l ives for the country : 

I wi l l ingly offer mine to relieve them, and especial ly to help 

those w h o are mortal ly wounded to die wel l . " 

A n o t h e r :— 

" T h e soldiers are our brothers, o u r friends, o u r defenders, 
and f o r all these reasons I consider them entitled to o u r 
care . " 

H e r e is another of similar tone and s p i r i t : 

" A l t h o u g h feeble in health, and qui te t imid by nature, I 

nevertheless offer myself to g o to the battle-field ; m y c o u r a g e 

g i v e s me strength, and I may still be able to do something. 

Besides, one does not need to be v e r y s trong to suggest to 

p o o r w o u n d e d and d y i n g men sentiments of faith, of confi-

dence, and contrition, to prepare them to appear before 

G o d . " 

Blessed y o u t h ! he candidly admits his t imidity ; but his 

zeal to do g o o d to his fe l low creatures raises him a b o v e the 

weakness of the flesh. H e naively remarks that it does not 

require much physica l s t rength to point the t h o u g h t s of the 

d y i n g heavenward. Fortunate the d y i n g w h o have such to 

attend them in their last moments. 

O n e more extract must be g i v e n f rom these admirable 

letters. B r o t h e r Z é v r i t e s w r i t e s : 

" If, in g o i n g to the battle-field, there w e r e no d a n g e r to 

run, the merit would be v e r y little ; I would not dare to offer 

it to G o d ; but i t is precisely because life is exposed there 

that one should g o c o u r a g e o u s l y and u n h e s i t a t i n g l y . — T o do 

a thing pleasing to G o d , useful to my neighbor, honorable to 

the c o n g r e g a t i o n to which I belong, and s a n c t i f y i n g to my-

self, wil l be a l w a y s a pleasure and a happiness to me. H a v e 

the goodness, then, to put d o w n m y name and count on m y 

devotedness." 

A n i m a t e d with such sentiments, is i t any w o n d e r the 



B r o t h e r s p e r f o r m e d p r o d i g i e s of va lor , and w o n f r o m e v e n 

the i r e n e m i e s the w a r m e s t pra ise ? 

O n t h e m o r n i n g of the 29th of N o v e m b e r , wi th the co ld 

s e v e n d e g r e e s b e l o w zero , one h u n d r e d and fifty B r o t h e r s 

a s s e m b l e d on the O u a i d ' O r s a y , near t h e C h a m p d e Mars . 

T h e V e n e r a b l e B r o t h e r P h i l i p p e , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g his four-

s c o r e y e a r s , a c c o m p a n i e d t h e m . 

T h e p r o j e c t e d o p e n i n g by C h a m p i g n y had b r o u g h t on 

e n g a g e m e n t s at a l m o s t e v e r y point of the i n v e s t i n g lines. 

T h e c a n n o n a d e w a s h e a r d o n e v e r y side. S t i l l t h e a m b u -

lances r e c e i v e d n o o r d e r t o a d v a n c e , and t h e B r o t h e r s had 

t o w a i t f rom six in the m o r n i n g ti l l t w o in the a f ternoon. 

W i t h the i r a r d o r t o be u p and d o i n g , this f o r c e d i n a c t i v i t y 

must h a v e been a s e v e r e trial . 

T h e n e x t morning , N o v . 30th, the a m b u l a n c e s a s s e m b l e d 

in t h e s a m e p lace . B r o t h e r P h i l i p p e w a s still wi th his 

B r o t h e r s , w h o , a c c o r d i n g to t h e a c c o u n t of the Figaro, had 

i n c r e a s e d t o one h u n d r e d and s e v e n t y - f i v e . " T h e n e x t d a y 

(Figaro) and the d a y a f ter , t h e y w e r e t w o h u n d r e d . T h e n , 

in o r d e r t o b u r y t h e d e a d , and t o lend their a id f o r t h e trans-

f e r of the w o u n d e d f r o m t h e t e m p o r a r y t o t h e def in i te ly 

establ ished a m b u l a n c e s , three h u n d r e d and t w e n t y a r r i v e d , 

w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p t i n g t h e s e r v i c e s of the p u b l i c s c h o o l s , 

and the a m b u l a n c e s of Par is . It is, in fine, a c c o r d i n g t o the 

a r r a n g e m e n t s of M . J u l e s F e r r y , w h o had himself borne 

t e s t i m o n y to t h e d e v o t e d n e s s of t h e B r o t h e r s , t h a t necessary 

d isposi t ions h a v e been m a d e , so that the c h i l d r e n should not 

c e a s e to r e c e i v e da i ly instruct ion in t h e n u m e r o u s estab-

l i shments d i r e c t e d by t h e B r o t h e r s . 

« T h e a m b u l a n c e s of the press c o n v e y e d the B r o t h e r s t o 

the P lace-de- la-Bast i le . B r o t h e r P h i l i p p e a c c o m p a n i e d t h e m 

thi ther , but , o w i n g to the infirmities of a g e , he could g o n o 

far ther , and had t o c o n f i d e t o o n e of his able assistants the 

care of c o n d u c t i n g t h e m to the field of battle. 

" F r o m V i n c e n n e s the b r a v e B r o t h e r s , each with a t w o - c e n t 

loaf, a c a k e of c h o c o l a t e , and a flask of wine , of w h i c h the 

w o u n d e d d r a n k t h e g r e a t e r part , w e n t on the d o u b l e - q u i c k 

to C h a m p i g n y . " 

T h e B r o t h e r s w e r e d i v i d e d into s q u a d s of ten, and a 

phys ic ian w a s a p p o i n t e d for e a c h divis ion. T h e y w e r e warn-

ed to k e e p t o g e t h e r , if poss ible , and n e v e r to lose s i g h t of 

the d o c t o r wi th w h o m t h e y w e r e s e v e r a l l y to act. 

A t the f o r k of the road, l e a d i n g to V i l l i e r s on the left , and 

C h a m p i g n y on t h e r ight , t h e d o o r s of the a m b u l a n c e w e r e 

hasti ly t h r o w n open, and the B r o t h e r s o r d e r e d to g e t out 

q u i c k l y , seize the l itters, and run and take u p the w o u n d e d . 

T h o s e w h o g a v e t h i s o r d e r e i ther d i d not k n o w , o r f o r g o t , 

the in junct ion laid on the B r o t h e r s a s h o r t t ime b e f o r e . T h e 

B r o t h e r s o b e y e d . P r o v i d i n g t h e m s e l v e s with l itters, t h e y 

a d v a n c e d a l o n g the t w o roads. F r o m the hurr ied o r d e r , 

they w e r e at first a little confused as t o the direct ion t h e y 

o u g h t t o take, o r w h e r e t h e y w e r e t o c a r r y the w o u n d e d . 

B u t c h a r i t y is c o u r a g e o u s and ingenious . A q u a r t e r of an 

hour had not passed w h e n the s e r v i c e w e n t on as if t h e 

B r o t h e r s had been e m p l o y e d in it o f ten before. T h e sound 

of the c a n n o n a d e and the m u s k e t r y s e r v e d t o g u i d e them ; 

they a d v a n c e d w i t h o u t fear of the project i les that m i g h t 

reach them, and s t o p p e d o n l y w h e n t h e y met or w e r e s h o w n 

a w o u n d e d soldier . T h e y t o o k him up, and c a r r i e d him t o 

the a m b u l a n c e w a g o n s , . a t a d is tance of t w o h u n d r e d , f o u r 

hundred, and s o m e t i m e s s ixteen h u n d r e d y a r d s . O n c e ful l , 

the w a g o n s p r o c e e d e d t o w a r d s Joinvi l le - le-Pont , and t h e n c e 

the w o u n d e d w e r e t r a n s f e r r e d to f e r r y - b o a t s w h i c h c o n v e y e d 

them to Paris . 



O n the 30th of N o v e m b e r , one of the b r i d g e s of boats was 

d a m a g e d , and a wagon- load of wounded became entangled 

in the^Marne. T h i s accident prevented the other c a r r i a g e s 

from crossing, and hindered those in c h a r g e of them return-

i n - t o the battle-field to take u p the many w o u n d e d that 

still remained there. T h u s it was the occasion of double 

labor to the Brothers . T h o s e w h o went with the w o u n d e d 

to Joinvi l le , w e r e o b l i g e d to carry them in their arms across 

the Marne . T h o s e w h o p i c k e d them up on the battle-field 

carried them almost mcredible distances, f o r w a n t of car-

riages. In some places, the stretchers be ing defect ive , the 

B r o t h e r s took the wounded on their backs, or in their arms, 

and toiled a long with their prec ious burdens t h r o u g h the 

fields for considerable distances. 

T h e B r o t h e r s formed t w o g r o u p s : one, a f ter crossing the 

M u l h o u s e railroad, carr ied the wounded w h o had fallen be-

fore Vi l l iers to that v i l lage ; the other, nearer C h a m p i g n y , 

c o n v e y e d the wounded found in the fields, ravines and thick-

ets to a d w e l l i n g and cart-house near a limekiln. T h i s posi-

tion became for a t ime v e r y crit ical . A Prussian battery 

placed at the extremity of the table-land of Cceuil ly, directed 

its fire against a French battery posted at the railroad sta-

tion near the P lant wood. T h e latter answered back : thus 

project i les from both camps passed r ight o v e r the l imekiln, 

of which an ambulance had been made. 

T h e B r o t h e r s soon b e c a m e accustomed to the roar of shells 

and bombs. It was useless to remind them to remain within 

the lines. T h e y fearlessly marched to the foremost ranks, 

and as soon as one of the soldiers fell, t w o of them picked him 

up and carried him to the nearest ambulance wagon. B y a 

providential protection, not a B r o t h e r was seriously i g u r g i . 

O n l y three were s l ightly wounded by spent balls and shells. 

S U C C O R F O R T H K W O U N D E D O N T H E F I E L D O F B A T T L E . 



It was the B r o t h e r s w h o lifted up G e n e r a l Renault when 

he fell, and bore him to one of the ambulances. 

T h e y voluntar i ly assumed an off ice the most humble and 

perilous. N o t one fl inched. A s soon as the firing ceased at 

any part icular point, they left it for another. In their a r d o r 

to be useful, they literally s o u g h t danger , and competed with 

one another for the most painful tasks; and this wi thout dis-

tinction of rank, and with that admirable sentiment of equal-

ity which g i v e s s trength to their O r d e r . In their zeal, they 

never asked, in the thickest of the battle, if there was d a n g e r 

there, or was it too far. It was enough for them to k n o w 

that there was something there to do, and they rushed, re-

gardless of consequences. T h e y knelt on the damp ground, 

in the mud, snow or ice, tender ly raised the pallid faces, 

questioned the bloodless lips or the all but sightless eyes, and 

offered the last possible consolations. T h e n , with all the 

horrors of war around them, o v e r rough, torn-up fields, o v e r 

ranks of dead bodies, o v e r débris of all kinds, they hurried 

with the faint ing ones to the nearest wagon, and then back 

again to pick u p and rescue others. 

O n D e c . ist, the B r o t h e r s from several houses went on 

foot to the Bastile. B r o t h e r Phil ippe, notwithstanding his 

feebleness, was there to meet them. T h e doctors and off icers 

paid all honors.to the saintly old man, w h o in his humility 

was great ly confused. W i t h his patr iarchal blessing resting -

upon them, the B r o t h e r s set out f o r the plateau of Faisan-

derie. T h e r e was an armistice there that day from morning 

till night. T h e day before, a s trange ambulance had been 

sent to p i c k u p the w o u n d e d w h o fell at Crétei l . Its stretch-

er-carriers had done it most inefficiently. T h e B r o t h e r s un-

d e r t o o k to finish their work. A l a s ! it was too late. C o l d 

and w a n t had caused the death of all, even those w h o had 



been but s l ightly wounded. T h e dead they picked u p and 

carried to the c h u r c h of CrSteil. 

O n D e c . 2d, the battle c o m m e n c e d at ear ly dawn. T h e 

G e r m a n s t h r e w themselves s trongly on the army of G e n e r a l 

Ducrot . T h e attack was sudden and general on the line of 

the F r e n c h outposts from C h a m p i g n y to Bry=sur-Marne. 

T h e G e r m a n attack failed. S u p p o r t e d by a s trong body of 

art i l lery, the French, notwithstanding the heavy losses they 

sustained, opposed a solid resistance. T h e s t r u g g l e was 

long and terrible. T h e F r e n c h batteries stopped the Prus-

sian columns on the plateau, and the latter w e r e entirely de-

fcstcd 

T h e ambulance w a g o n r e a c h e d Joinvi l le at nine o ' c lock 

in the morning. T h e passing of the art i l lery trains prevent-

ed their crossing the Marne. T h e B r o t h e r s a l ighted and 

again repaired to the fork, w h i c h appeared to be their head-

quarters. B r e a k i n g up into numerous groups , they went, 

as on the 30th, to the first lines, and chief ly to the P l a c e la 

Platriere, where a desperate s t r u g g l e progressed. Intent on 

the strict per formance of their merciful duty , they noticed 

neither hunger, cold nor fatigue. A supernatural strength 

seemed g iven them. " T h e grand acts, and the instances of 

the Christ ian heroism of these men," says D r . O . de Lan-

g e n h a g e n , " are talked of in e v e r y circle of the metropolis, 

and it is almost superfluous to repeat their exploits, which 

are only equalled by the modesty , the abnegation, and de-

votedness they e v e r y w h e r e display. T h e i r c o n d u c t com-

mands respect and admiration, and their example should 

c o n v e r t to rel igion and truth all those w h o are led astray by 

doubt or unbelief. F o r my part, heretic t h o u g h I am, I 

have been struck with astonishment and admiration by the 

facts of which I myself , as wel l as many of m y col leagues, 

have been an eye-witness, at C h a m p i g n y , Vi l i iers , Pet i t-

B r i e , e tc ." 

" B e l i e v e me, B r o t h e r , " said G e n e r a l D u c r o t to one of 

them, who, to save a w o u n d e d man, in the battle of N o v . 

30th, had ventured into the midst of the Prussian balls, " b e -

l ieve me, «either humanity nor chari ty required that y o u 

should g o so far." 

In his detailed a c c o u n t of the t w o battles, M. Jezierski 

speaks of the B r o t h e r s and their w o r k as f o l l o w s : — " Speak-

ing of ambulances, I must repair an involuntary omission. 

T h e B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian Schools , w h o came on W e d -

nesday and F r i d a y evenings to the battle-field, f o the num-

ber of one hundred, brave ly assisted in taking up and r e m o v -

ing the w o u n d e d ; they did their w o r k with much order. I 

remarked one white-haired B r o t h e r w h o modest ly and simply 

did as much as f o u r ; the stretcher-carriers rel ieved each 

other by turns : he, indefat igable in his zeal, went all the way. 

Such an example needs no praise ; it speaks for itself." 

A correspondent of the London Times, in re ferr ing to the 

management of the ambulance, speaks thus of the Christ ian 

B r o t h e r s : — 

" A s for the B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian Schools , t h e y seem 

truly the choice c o r p s — t h e ' old g u a r d ' of the nurses ; their 

act ivity was prodigious. T h e y w e r e easily k n o w n by their 

large round hat, their white rabat (neckband), their long black 

g o w n , as they ran all o v e r the battle-field, assisting and con-

soling the d y i n g , c a r r y i n g off the w o u n d e d ; in a word, ac-

complishing the work with w h i c h they w e r e c h a r g e d , as the 

bravest and most devoted of men." 

" L e t me tell y o u , " wrote Dr. D e c a i s n e t o B r o t h e r Phil ippe, 

" how h a p p y I am to see the hostile press lay d o w n its arms be-



fore the admirable devotedness of y o u r religious. I rejoice 

at this with all my heart and with all my strength, for the 

g r e a t and holy cause w e serve together . A l l others, e v e n 

the most triumphant, are only for a time, transitory : that is 

immortal . 

" A c c e p t , I pray y o u , my dearest Brother , for yourself and 

y o u r brave soldiers, the homage of my sincere and respect-

ful admirat ion." 

" A s long as y o u did it to one of these my least brethren, 

you did it to me," * says our blessed S a v i o u r . T h i s was the 

secret of the a r d o r and devotedness of the Christian Brothers , 

which excited the w o n d e r and admiration of the world. 

O n e would suppose that, called from their quiet retreats 

and peaceful profession of teaching, to face all the horrors of 

war , would have been enough to fr ighten such gent le souls. 

B u t whi le rel igion refines, it does not weaken. S h a k i n g oft 

t h e coarseness of nature, it also shakes off its selfishness, its 

fears, its littleness. It en larges and exalts the mind, it makes 

the w i n g s of the soul rustle, till, opening, they l ift the body 

above its narrow horizon of petty cares, s o r r o w s and griefs . 

W h a t to such spiritualized beings are the terrible sights and 

sounds of the batt le-f ield—the roar ing of the cannon, the 

shrieking of shells, the whist l ing of the grape-shot and the hiss-

ing of the canister ? W i t h these f r i g h t f u l sounds they hear 

o t h e r s — t h e cries of the d y i n g , the groans of the wounded. 

These last touch the v e r y fibres of their hearts, and, o v e r 

heaps of slain, in the very face of death, they rush to speak a 

f e w w o r d s of comfort and preparat ion to the one, to snatch 

up and safely carry off the other. 

' M a l t . x x v . 40. 



Said G e n e r a l Renaul t , as the B r o t h e r s took him up from 

the g r o u n d , s l ippery with streams of blood : " A h ! Brothers , 

look at m y head ; it has gro ivn white on the battle-field ; I 

have made t w e n t y - t w o campaigns, but such a s laughter as 

this I never beheld." * 

D u r i n g the e n g a g e m e n t , a B r o t h e r c a r r y i n g a wounded 

soldier from the field, received a bul let-wound in the arm ; 

he k e p t on his w a y , h o w e v e r , and returned again to the front. 

A n o t h e r ball, after c a r r y i n g off a horse's shoulder, rebound-

ing, w o u n d e d the B r o t h e r in the leg . T h i s t ime the hurt 

was more serious ; the soldiers called to him to g o b a c k ; but 

he, mindful only of his d u t y , bound the leg with a handker-

chief, and continued his w o r k of charity. 

O t h e r s s h o w e d themselves incapable of fear. G e n e r a l D u -

crot, passing on horseback, saw them standing round a bat-

tery , w a i t i n g to pick up the wounded. H e called o u t : 

" Brothers , y o u are too far out. T h e r e is certain danger 

there ; g o back." 

M g r . Bauer , w h o was with him, a n s w e r e d : 

" General , they will g o a w a y because y o u order them to 

do so ; but y o u will never see the B r o t h e r s quail before dan-

g e r . " 

S o m e paces farther on, four others were informed that a 

w o u n d e d captain was l y i n g unaided in a little house which 

w a s pointed out to them on the Prussian side of the field. 

T h e y immediate ly darted r ight under the cross-fire, and, 

through piles of corpses, carr ied off the captain, w h o was 

m o v e d to tears by such heroism. 

A y o u n g lieutenant, shot in the chest, fell. T h e Brothers 

ran to take him up. 

* Six days alter. Gen. Renault died in the hospital, watched over and consoled in 
his last moments by a Sister of Charity. —TRANS. 



" A h , " he exclaimed, a smile flitting over his pale face, 

" here are the dear B r o t h e r s ! It was they w h o b r o u g h t me 

up, and now it is they w h o c o m e to m y aid on the field of 

battle." 

T h e B r o t h e r s made kind responses to this remark whi le 

g i v i n g the first dressing to his wound. T h e n , taking him 

in their arms, they proceeded to carry him to the surgeon. 

T h e y had gone but a little w a y when they saw a priest d r a w -

ing near. " A h , here comes F a t h e r F., " they said to him. 

" Cal l him ! Call him !" he entreated ; " I want to g o t o con-

fession." 

T h e y quickened their steps. F a t h e r F. saw and under-

stood their earnest gestures. H e hastened to them, heard 

his confession, g a v e him absolution, and left him h a p p y and 

full of hope. Purified by his S a v i o u r ' s blood, his soul soon 

after took its flight to a better wor ld . T h i s was the w a y in 

which the B r o t h e r s of M o n t r o u g e passed the day of the bat-

tle of C h a m p i g n y . 

A f t e r the e n g a g e m e n t s of N o v . 29th, 30th, and D e c . 2d, 

there was an armistice of three days , that the dead might 

be buried. On the first of the three days , sixty B r o t h e r s 

from Paris d iv ided into two b a n d s ; some went with spades 

and shovels,to d ig the trenches,while others, c a r r y i n g stretch-

ers on their backs, went to the Prussian lines, under the di-

rection of Brother Clementis . 

T h e y had taken up but some t w e n t y or thirty bodies, when 

the fort of L a Faisanderie, probably unaware of the armistice, 

d i scharged four or five bombs in their direction, w h i c h 

burst very near them. T h e Prussians ordered the B r o t h e r s 

to depart at once. In obedience to this command, they re-

turned to Joinville without being able to do a n y t h i n g more. 

O n the second day they went back, and it was a g r e e d that 

the B r o t h e r s should make the trenches, but that no French-

men should enter the Prussian lines. 

W h i l e the trenches w e r e be ing made, t w o f o r the soldiers, 

and a smaller one f o r the officers, the Prussians b r o u g h t the 

bodies to the railroad, and put them in carts, which they 

sent a w a y full. A t five o 'c lock on the second day, a l though 

t'hose in c h a r g e of b u r y i n g the dead had interred 485 bodies, 

their w o r k w a s not y e t finished. 

S n o w fell d u r i n g the night, and the next morning the 

Brothers , before p r o c e e d i n g to their mournful tasks, had to 

shovel out the snow from the trenches. T h i s done, the regu-

lar labor of the day went on. T h e B r o t h e r s were admira-

ble under fire ; but on that silent field, face to face with death, 

they w e r e seen to the best a d v a n t a g e — c a l m , g r a v e , mild, 

respectful. Brother Clementis , w h o directed them, g a v e 

orders in a c lear voice , wi thout any superf luous w o r d s ; he 

made a sign for the carts to advance, measured the depth of 

the graves , po inted out h o w the bodies were to be placed, 

e v e r y m o v e m e n t being executed with the most perfect order. 

T h e Brothers pursued their w o r k silently through the long-

day. N i g h t was advancing , and the torchl ights flickered 

dreari ly o v e r the field of the dead. T h e r e were still some 

bodies on the e d g e of the trenches ; the B r o t h e r s w e r e ex-

hausted, but one last g r e a t effort was to be made, and they 

made it. T h e last corpse was buried, the trench filled ; then 

the B r o t h e r s all knelt and recited the De Profundis. A s they 

lef t the h a r r o w i n g scene, their p r a y e r s w e r e still continued 

for the many p o o r souls so suddenly called to g i v e an ac-

count to their s o v e r e i g n j u d g e and master. T h e i r task had 

not begun without consolation, for most of the soldiers w o r e 

scapulars and m e d a l s — m a r k s of faith in an a g e of skepti-

cism and unbelief. T h e y were ev ident ly a m o n g the blessed 

w h o die in the faith ! 



On each mound was placed a black wooden cross, with thi 

simple inscription : — 

H E R E R E S T 

SIX H U N D R E D A N D E I G H T Y - F I V E F R E N C H O F F I C E R S A N D 

S O L D I E R S F A L L E N ON T H E F I E L D OF B A T T L E . 

B U R I E D BY T H E A M B U L A N C E S O F T H E PRESS, 

D E C E M B E R 8 T H , 1870. 

BBOTHEE N&THELME. 



C H A P T E R V . 

L E B O U R G E T . V I C T I M S O F T H E W A R . B R O T H E R 

N E T H E L M E . H I S D E A T H A N D O B S E Q U I E S . 

" Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." 

A s the a r m y of the L o i r e had been defeated and dispersed, 

and the provincia l armies were also defeated by the Prus-

sians and f o r c e d to retreat, Paris could g e t no aid from them 

in that fatal war, entered into without preparation, and with-

out any fr iendly p o w e r to assist. 

T h e winter was exceptional ly severe. T h e army of Paris 

had lost a number of its marine and other officers. Still , it 

was necessary that another a t t e m p t should be made against 

the b e s i e g i n g forces, w h o did not dare to ad vance, and whose 

p o l i c y it was, by wai t ing , to reduce the city by starvation. 

G e n e r a l T r o c h u decided on the battle of B o u r g e t , in the 

hope of measuring his infantry with that of the Prussians. 

A g a i n the Prussians only opposed the F r e n c h with art i l lery . 

T h e latter, unable to reach the Prussians, had to suffer a 

night of intense cold without shelter. T h e minister of war 

reported nine hundred frozen in the trenches. 

In the e n g a g e m e n t s at C h a m p i g n y , e x c e p t i n g the Broth-

ers of the Christ ian Schools , the serv ice of the wounded left 

much to be wished f o r ; the most defect ive part was that of 

the organizat ion of l i tter-carriers. T h e example of the B r o t h -

ers s truck e v e r y one. It was, t h e n c e f o r w a r d , deemed 

necessary to walk in their footsteps, and to form a well-
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disciplined legion of stretcher-carriers , o b e y i n g the orders 

of their c o m m a n d i n g officers, instead of act ing, as hitherto, 

only on the impulse of the moment. 

T h i s body, being duly organized on the model of the 

Brothers , there was g r e a t act iv i ty in the ambulance service 

all of the 21 st of D e c e m b e r . T h e departure was fixed f o r 

four A . M. 

T h e rendezvous was at six, at the barrier of L a Vi l lette . 

T h i r t y Brothers , half from the Mother-house , half from 

the St. N i c h o l a s establishment, had set out the day before, 

at e i g h t P . M., under the direction of B r o t h e r Clementis . 

T h e y passed the night at St. Denis , in a house on the banks 

of the Seine ; the next d a y , when the battle c o m m e n c e d , 

they directed their course to C o u r n e u v e . 

T h e other B r o t h e r s appointed f o r the service, to the num-

ber of one hundred and fifty, assembled at five o 'c lock in the 

morning, on the Quai d ' O r s a y , near the C h a m p - d e - M a r s , 

w i t h the cold six d e g r e e s be low zero. A t a sign from B r o t h -

er Phil ippe, w h o in person directed the movement , they 

entered the ambulance w a g o n s in order. B r o t h e r Phi l ippe 's 

able assistant attended them. A t the barr ier they were re-

ceived b y Inspector-General W o l f , and some other gent le -

men of the ambulance service. T h e y directed their course in 

silence t o w a r d s the field of action, whi le shot and shell fell 

thick around. T h e presence of the B r o t h e r s cheered and 

encouraged the so ld iers ; they k n e w if they fell they w o u l d 

not be abandoned. N e a r them, on the same line, were de-

voted fr iends w h o would snatch them from death, c a r r y 

them to a place of shelter, take care of them and cure them, 

if t h e y cfould be cured, or would soothe and soften the 

anguish of their last moments. 

T h e first detachment of the B r o t h e r s had advanced in 

the direction of B o u r g e t at nine o 'c lock in the morning. O n 

either side of the B r o t h e r Director w h o led them was a 

Dominican father. 

T h e c o r t è g e set out from C o u r n e u v e ; the f lag of the 

G e n e v a convention was carr ied in front by a Brother . B y 

the direction of the officers, they went f o r w a r d to take up 

the w o u n d e d ; no soldiers accompanied the Brothers in their 

march. T h e firing had ceased on the side of the French, 

but they had only advanced a little way when a volley from 

the Prussian troops burst r i g h t in front of the ambulance 

party . " T h e B r o t h e r w h o carried the first stretcher was 

struck ; the ball passed under the left shoulder and penetra-

ted the lung. T h e w o u n d e d man fell b leeding into the arms 

of his brethren, w h o placed him on the stretcher he had been 

carry ing . T h e y retraced their steps with their precious 

burden, passing through the ranks of the reserve corps ; the 

soldiers were moved to tears at the sight of this new m a r t y r 

to char i ty , whose name was J. B. Baffie, in religion, B r o t h e r 

Néthelme. B r o t h e r Clementis had him c o n v e y e d to the 

ambulance of the L e g i o n of Honor, at St. Denis. T h e ball 

could not be extracted, and from the first examination of 

the w o u n d the d o c t o r s lost all hope. W h e n told his con-

dition, he was calm and perfect ly resigned to the will of 

G o d . A s soon as B r o t h e r Phil ippe heard the news, he has-

tened to St. Denis to see him. B r o t h e r Néthe lme was 

grateful for this visit and the deep interest taken in him ; 

also for his removal to the B r o t h e r s ' house at St. Denis, 

where he rece ived all possible attention. B r o t h e r N é t h e l m e 

was a professor of the first division in the well-known 

schools of St. Nicholas , V a u g i r a r d street. T h e r e were 

th ir ty-e ight of the B r o t h e r s of this establishment among the 

litter-carriers. 



When the Paris Brothers heard that one of their number 

was mortal ly wounded, they thanked G o d for be ing per-

mitted to have some little share in the sacrifices and expia-

tions of the country . 

A n o t h e r B r o t h e r was wounded. A s he s taggered, another 

stretcher-carrier s p r a n g t o w a r d s him. 

" It is nothing," he said ; " g o where y o u are more n e e d e d . " 

S o m e one asked his name. 

" W h a t matter is i t?" he a n s w e r e d . " ! am discharging a 

duty here which G o d is to r e w a r d , and not human praise." 

A t the moment when Brother N e t h e l m e was struck, a 

bullet tore the robe of one of his companions : another 

p ierced the flag; the international laws were not respected. 

T h e B r o t h e r s were held up as models for the stretcher-

carriers of the several administrations. 

A t D r a n c y , on the 21st of D e c e m b e r , the director of a 

squad of stretcher-carriers learned that the B r o t h e r s w e r e at 

the front line of the action. H e took his men there, too, and 

ranged them beside the cannon which was placed in the bat-

t e r y . 

S o m e of the men g r u m b l e d ; they wanted to p ick up the 

wounded, but not till after the battle, so that they m i g h t not 

risk their o w n lives. T h e i r leader pointed to the Brothers , 

w h e r e they calmly and imperturbably awaited the opportu-

nity of d e v o t i n g themselves, without fear of shot or shell. 

" H o w is our dear patient ? " asked Dr. R i c o r d of the 

B r o t h e r Superintendent. T h e patient referred to was Broth-

er Nethelme. 

" V e r y ill, d o c t o r — h e is no better ." 

T h e doctor was touched, accustomed though he w a s to 

sorrow. 

" Oh, I regret i t ! I regret it," he exc la imed ; " o n e like him 

to be cut off in his p r i m e ! S o g o o d , so talented, so useful ! 

Oh, w e can't spare him. W e have need of him; F r a n c e needs 

him ; y o u require him." S o speaking, he impatiently wiped 

the tears from his eyes. 

" W e love him too," said B r o t h e r Assistant , g e n t l y touch-

ing the doctor ' s a r m ; " w e shall miss him ; but w e dare not 

regret him. H i s life has been sacrificed for the g o o d of 

o t h e r s ; his death wil l usher him into endless j o y s . Blessed 

youth ! g lor ious will be his r e w a r d . " 

B r o t h e r Assistant reverent ly raised his eyes, and on his 

face, framed as with an aureola by his s n o w y hair, rested a 

look of unutterable peace. 

T h e doctor , s tanding before him, b o w e d his head. H e 

felt he was in the presence of one whose holiness raised him 

infinitely a b o v e him. 

A B r o t h e r came in, and s p o k e to B r o t h e r Assistant about 

the earnest desire of some of the B r o t h e r s to g o to the bat-

tle-field as stretcher-carriers. 

" T h e fate of B r o t h e r N é t h e l m e does not damp their 

ardor," observed the doctor . 

" N o , " returned the B r o t h e r ; " t h e mortal wound of 

B r o t h e r N é t h e l m e increases their enthusiasm. T h e y are 

more e a g e r than e v e r to g o to the battle-field to take up the 

wounded and suffer for G o d and their country . T h e y would 

wil l ingly g i v e their l ives to save one poor soldier f rom death." 

" H o w admirable y o u all a r e ! " exclaimed the doctor . 

" T e l l B r o t h e r Phi l ippe, and all y o u r Brothers , that w e thank 

y o u in o u r o w n name and in the name of F r a n c e . " 

D o c t o r R i c o r d a f terwards repeatedly declared that the 

B r o t h e r s were men w h o did g o o d for its o w n sake, regard-

less of fame ; that they k n e w how to c a r r y true fraternity 

and l o v e of country even to heroism. 

/ 



D u r i n g the three d a y s w h i c h elapsed f rom the 21st 

till the 24th of D e c e m b e r , B r o t h e r Nethelme, t h o u g h suffer-

ing intensely, never for a moment lost his serenity of soul 

nor his presence of mind. N o pain could coo l the ardor of 

his p i e t y ; no complaint, no w o r d of regret , escaped his lips. 

W h i l s t his B r o t h e r s exhorted him to unite his sufferings 

with those of his D i v i n e Master , his g l a n c e rested on the 

crucif ix placed before him ; then he raised to heaven those 

eyes which burned with desire to see G o d . 

S o m e hours before his death, he was seized with delirium, 

d u r i n g which he spoke aloud to his pupils, f a n c y i n g they 

w e r e around him, e x h o r t i n g them to p r e p a r e themselves wel l 

for the visit to the Chi ld Jesus. 

W h e n he had breathed his last, a Brother closed his eyes. 

H i s face was so life-like that it was hard to bel ieve him dead. 

L i f e had ceased almost unperce ived. T h e beauty of holiness 

illumined his face. His was the death of the just , spoken or 

in H o l y W r i t . 

A f t e r the hrst service in the church of St. Denis, B r o t h e r 

N6thelme's b o d y was c o n v e y e d to Paris, to the St. N i c h o l a s 

establishment, w h e r e it remained a w h o l e day exposed on a 

catafalque. 

O n the morning of the 26th, a vast c o n c o u r s e of people, of 

all classes, with g r a v e , col lected mien, assembled in V a u g i -

rard street, and in front of the S t . Nicholas establishment. In 

that vast mult i tude were seen children, sad and silent, won-

d e r i n g lookers-on from a m o n g the c o m m o n people, national 

g u a r d s m e n drawn from the ramparts, mobile guards , poor 

women clad in mourning, doubtless r e m e m b e r i n g how their 

chi ldren were loved and cared for in that h o u s e ; priests, 

re l ig ious of various O r d e r s : all c r o w d i n g into the g r e a t 

court-yard, each one b o w i n g d o w n before a modest coffin, 

and t h r o w i n g some drops of holy water upon it as they 

passed along. 

A r o u n d the coffin, on w h i c h w e r e laid the black robe of 

the pious vict im, and the b a d g e of the red cross, stood the 

principal d igni tar ies of the Institute, the directors , and a 

great number of Brothers , in prayer. 

A l l a long the route to the church of St. Sulpice , the mul-

t i tude continued to increase. T h e funeral procession w a s 

most imposing. 

B r o t h e r Phi l ippe and assistants w e r e the chief mourners. 

A most t o u c h i n g feature in the long procession was the ap-

pearance of the chi ldren of the St. N i c h o l a s schools, w h o 

walked with e d i f y i n g recollection af ter the remains of one of 

their most be loved teachers, the heroic y o u n g martyr of 

chari ty . It w e r e too long to enumerate here all the noble and 

official personages w h o assisted at thé last solemn rites, and 

joined in p a y i n g the final tr ibute to the memory of this brave 

and g e n t l e Christ ian B r o t h e r . 

The Little Martyrs of St. Nicholas. 

A f t e r a s iege of o v e r three months, the Prussians c o m -

menced b o m b a r d i n g the French forts on the 30'th of D e c e m -

ber, and the w e e k fo l lowing, those of Paris. A rain of projec-

tiles of enormous w e i g h t , used for the first t ime in the history 

of s ieges, was t h r o w n on that part of Paris which extends 

from the Invalides to the Museum. T h e firing continued day 

and night , w i t h o u t intermission, and with such fury that, on 

the night of the 8th and 9th of January, in the part of the c i ty 
} s ituated in the vic inity of the L u x e m b o u r g , a shell fell about 

e v e r y t w o minutes. T h e hospitals, t h o u g h c r o w d e d w i t h 

wounded, schools, museums and libraries, prisons, churches, 

and pr ivate houses, were struck ; some vict ims w e r e struck 



in the streets, others in b e d ; chi ldren in their mothers ' arms 

were often kil led outr ight . T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of the St. 

N i c h o l a s establishment, learning that the b o m b a r d m e n t had 

c o m m e n c e d on the eastern side, w r o t e to all the parents, re-

quest ing such as feared for their chi ldren's wel fare to take 

them a w a y . T w o hundred w e r e removed on the 8th, b u t 

the balance preferred the safety of the establishment to any 

home protect ion. Provisions b e c o m i n g v e r y scarce in the 

c i ty , g r e a t numbers w e r e d y i n g of hunger ; the pupils of St. 

Nicholas 's school had to submit, l ike e v e r y one else, to the 

fixed share of food. H o w e v e r , the careful foresight of the 

Brothers , and the donations of some benefactors, preserved 

the children from actual want. T h u s it w a s that many 

parents lef t their children with the Brothers , that they m i g h t 

escape, if not the horrors of the bombardment , a t least the 

torments of c o l d and hunger. 

T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r took e v e r y possible precaution 

against accidents. T h e w i n d o w s were careful ly stuffed with 

mattresses ; pails of w a t e r were placed in e v e r y apartment 

of the house, in case of fire. 

D u r i n g the night of the 9th and 10th, the roar of the bom-

bardment was terrible around the Brothers ' establishment. 

T h e pupils, to the number of one thousand, w e r e be ing re-

m o v e d from the dormitor ies to the cellars for safety. A f e w 

moments more, and all would have been saved. S u d d e n l y , 

a shell burst t h r o u g h the roof, tear ing t h r o u g h three floors 

of the house. In the first dormitory that shell caused such 

havoc , that the n e w s next day d r e w a c r y of horror and dis-

may f r o m all Paris. F o u r pupils were kil led, several w e r e 

w o u n d e d , and one died in a f e w hours, after hav ing r e c e i v e d 

the last sacraments, with the piety and resignation of a little 

martyr . A n o t h e r of the w o u n d e d chi ldren died of the effects 
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of his injuries on the 14th of January. On the 1 i th of Janu-
ary , at nine o 'c lock , the obsequies of the v ict ims of St. N i c h -
olas's school were celebrated in the c h u r c h of N o t r e Dame-
des-Champs, T h e y were attended by a g r e a t c r o w d of rich 
and poor, all of w h o m pressed e a g e r l y around the little 
coffins. T e a r s w e r e in e v e r y eye. 

M. Jules F a v r e , v ice-president of the Provis ional G o v e r n -
ment, arr ived d u r i n g the service. A b b é Duchesne, pastor 
of the parish, de l ivered a touching discourse. T h e final ab-
solution being pronounced and the funeral procession form-
ed, M. Jules F a v r e placed himself in front of the hearse, be-
hind the off ic iat ing priest, w h o walked between t w o lines 
formed on either side by the pupils of St. Nicholas 's school, 
and a numerous detachment of the 83d battalion of the N a -
tional G u a r d s , and led the w a y to the cemetery of Mont-
parnasse. 

In the c e m e t e r y , M. Jules F a v r e spoke a f e w impressive 

words , after w h i c h M . L e r o y , in the name of all present, 

thanked the Minister l o r his presence in the cemetery to 

which the municipal i ty had so lately c o n v e y e d the mortal 

remains of B r o t h e r N é t h e l m e , one of the teachers of the in-

stitution whose pupils had been so cruel ly struck. H e re-

minded his hearers of the c o u r a g e and manly virtues which 

make the g r e a t citizen, and w h i c h can alone g i v e g l o r y and 

security to France in the future. 



C H A P T E R V I . 

B y Z E N V A I . . E P I S O D E S A N D S O U V E N I R S . 

T h e b o m b a r d m e n t of Paris, contrary to the usages of civ-

ilized war, had not been announced beforehand ; and this 

unforeseen act excited the indignation and roused the ener-

g y of the whole population. 

G e n e r a l T r o c h u made a last desperate effort to break 

through the investment of the capital, and to march on V e r -

sailles by Mont Valer ien. S u c h was the origin of the battle 

of Buzenva l , w h e r e the Nat ional G u a r d , e ighty battalions 

strong, displayed incredible bravery . B u t , when an army is 

w a n t i n g in discipline, in regular organizat ion and in com-

petent officers of intel l igence and experience, mere bravery 

increases the disaster. 
A t Buzenval , as at C h a m p i g n y and B o u r g e t , the b r o t h e r s 

did their dutv s imply and nobly. 
O n the 19th of January, about seven A. M., they assem-

bled in the c o u r t y a r d of the Tui leries . T h e n c e they directed 

their course t o w a r d s Ruei l , w h e r e the Press committee had 

established an ambulance. 
T h e battle b e g a n : shells fell on e v e r y side. 1 he B r o t h -

ers formed t w o divis ions; the first was sent to the Foui l leuse 

farm and L a B e r g e r i e , w h e r e they picked up forty w o u n d e d ; 

the second was directed t o w a r d s the park of Buzenval , the 

l o w e r part of which had been carried by the Nat ional G u a r d , 

supported by a reg iment of the line. 
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and in the Hospital. 

T h e enemy, concealed behind walls and crenellated houses, 

held out sternly till evening-, despite the c o n v e r g i n g fires of 

Mont Valerien, and the batteries which the F r e n c h troops 

had succeeded in posting on some of the heights. T h e balls 

rained on that part of the park, but the B r o t h e r s did not 

quail before the danger . With admirable coolness they 

g a v e e v e r y possible assistance. T h e i r task became more 

laborious, o w i n g to the fearful state of the roads, after the 

heavy falls of snow,and rain, o v e r w h i c h the wounded had 

to be c o n v e y e d g r e a t distances. T h e y s trove to soothe and 

rel ieve the sufferers, and at C h a m p i g n y t h e y shared their 

food with the combatants. T h e y placed the wounded in a 

house near Rueil,- on the Buzenval side. T h r e e shells fell 

on that provisional ambulance in the space of a few hours. 

O n the battle-fields, the B r o t h e r s were a real a r m y of suc-

cor and devotedness. T h e i r conduct inspired respect and 

admiration, and furnished some of the most t o u c h i n g p a g e s 

of the s iege of Paris. A t Buzenval the soldiers called them 

their " G u a r d i a n A n g e l s . " 

A major of the National G u a r d , a friend of M a j o r Mottu , 

the persecutor of the Brothers , s h o w e d himself s t rongly im-

pressed by what he saw done by the black g o w n s . " A r e 

those the B r o t h e r s ?" he asked of a subaltern officer. " H o w 

brave they a r e ! T h e y g o out under the fire with a radiant 

countenance, regardless of death, which snatches v ic t ims all 

around them. 1 was an inveterate e n e m y of theirs, but now 

I confess I w a s w r o n g . Henceforth I wil l a l w a y s take their 

part, for I am convinced they are genuine patriots, and that 

F r a n c e has need of them." 

N o t only France , b u t e v e r y country where there are y o u n g 

to instruct, poor to rel ieve, and the s o r r o w f u l to comfort , 

needs Brothers . M a y G o d , therefore, in H i s m e r c y , w i d e l y 

extend this beneficent O r d e r of Christian teachers. 



S o m e d a y s before, the same major had said to his men, 

between t w o exerc ises : " I should be g lad if all the re l ig ious 

people in the country could be placed in front of the Prus-

sian guns, so that w e might g e t rid of them." H i s wish had 

been part ly g r a n t e d ; the Brothers at B u z e n v a l were placed 

r ight before the Prussian g u n s ; the major w a s there, too, but 

it was to be made sensible of his error, and, as they passed, 

to salute the re l ig ious stretcher-bearers, and, in their person, 

the cross of Jesus Christ. 

O n the 20th the F r e n c h a r m y effected its retreat. T h e 

troops were harassed by t w e l v e hours' hard fighting, and by 

marches of the preceding nights, intended to conceal the 

movements of concentration. T h e F r e n c h loss was serious. 

N u m b e r s of the wounded were left in the p o w e r of the Prus-

sians, w h o carried them off and had them taken to Versai l les . 

T h e S a t u r d a y and S u n d a y fol lowing, a certain number of 

B r o t h e r s returned to the batt le-f ield; the others w e r e en-

g a g e d in the ambulances, car ing f o r the w o u n d e d . T h e y 

lent their aid in b u r y i n g the soldiers of the line, and the mo-

bile g u a r d s w h o fell in that s t r u g g l e which was to result in 

the capitulation of Paris. 

T h e i r last act was the interment of some soldiers, in a field 

situated to the right of the road leading f rom Malmaison to 

G a r c h e s , w h i l e the dead national g u a r d s m e n were b r o u g h t to 

the ambulance w a g o n s to be c o n v e y e d to Paris. 

T h e R e v e r e n d chaplain of Mont V a l e r i e n presided at the 

pious and mournful ceremony : Brother Phil ippe, the vener-

able S u p e r i o r - G e n e r a l , w a s l ikewise present. A f t e r the De 

Profundis, the priest blessed the c o m m o n g r a v e and the bod-

ies of the brave men w h o lay therein. T h e B r o t h e r s knelt 

beside the open trench, and w i t h hearts ful l of faith, love, 

s o r r o w and resignation, poured forth their soul in p r a y e r for 

the dead. A small wooden cross was placed o v e r the g r a v e . 

M a y that cross remain on the funeral mound, to tell the 

passer-by, in its symbol ica l language , that the future is not 

dependent upon brute f o r c e scientif ical ly directed, teaching 

that noble faith begets noble actions, and in the l ight of faith 

alone shall nations prosper and attain their true g l o r y . 

A Former Pupil. 

W h i l s t the roar of musketry mingled with the crashing of 

shells and the b o o m i n g of cannon, a B r o t h e r was quiet ly 

pursuing his office of mercy . A battalion of zouaves passed 

close beside him. A n old pupil recognized him, and ran to 

shake hands with him. A t the same moment a b o m b burst at 

the B r o t h e r ' s feet and struck the zouave , w h o fell into the 

arms of his former teacher. T h e latter, instantly, in spite of 

the bails whizz ing around him, carr ied the y o u n g man to a 

ruined farmhouse ,at the imminentr isk of p a y i n g dearly f o r his 

c o u r a g e o u s devotedness. T h a n k G o d , the teacher escaped 

unhurt, and his former pupil did not die of his wound. 

No Passage. 

A little before the close of hostilities, an English ambu-

lance approached C h a m p i g n y ; t w o B r o t h e r s w e r e with i t ; it 

was ten P. M. T h e y advanced to the last French barricade, 

and asked the captain of mobiles in c o m m a n d of the post if 

they could g o b e y o n d to seek the w o u n d e d , or take up those 

w h o were still on the field of battle. 

" I have no objection, " said the o f f i c e r ; " only , I wish y o u 

to observe that, hostilities not having ceased, it is imprudent 

t o expose y o u r s e l v e s thus, for the Prussian barricade is not 

far f rom ours." T h e ambulance hesitated a moment, its 

keeper asking w h e t h e r they should retrace their steps, or 



80 The Brothers on the Battle Field 

finish w h a t they had begun. It was decided w o r t h running 

the risk of a stray bul let for the sake of s a v i n g some poor 

w o u n d e d . A B r o t h e r carr ied the flag of G e n e v a ; his com-

panion and one of the ambulance men f o l l o w e d w i t h a 

stretcher. 

T h e y passed the barricade c r y i n g : " A m b u l a n c e ! A m b u -

lance ! " S u d d e n l y a l ight flashed from the Prussian barri-

cade : a shot was fired. T h e B r o t h e r s and the official stopped. 

T h e latter called out : " A m b u l a n c e ! do not fire ! " 

" S t o p ! " replied a voice , with pure F r e n c h accent. 

T h e attendants of the ambulance stood for some minutes 

attentive to the fusil lade g o i n g on to the r ight and left. T h e 

situation was critical. T i r e d of wait ing, they inquired if they 

might advance. 

" N o t y e t , " said the same v o i c e ; " we have sent to consult 

our off icers." 

F o u r or five minutes passed. A t length they heard the 

w o r d s : — 

" O n e may approach ; the others remain b a c k . " 

T h e official had an interview with the Prussian off icer of 

the post, who, whi lst refusing l iberty to pass, caused five 

F r e n c h w o u n d e d soldiers to be g iven t o the ambulance 

party . 

T h e B r o t h e r s returned to their lines happy in hav ing done 

g o o d , even at the risk of their lives. 

A n Hour on the Battle Field. 

On the 2d of D e c e m b e r , a c o m p a n y of Brothers , with a 

d o c t o r and A b b é Renaudière , went t o w a r d s Crétei l and 

C h a m p i g n y . B e t w e e n three and four P. M . they reached 

the centre of the battle, near Vi l l iers , w h e r e the B r o t h e r s 

divided into squads. O n e of these, hav ing at its head a 
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I would rather g i v e them my breast to riddle. I confess, for 

some moments I felt a secret j o y in the t h o u g h t that I w a s 

g o i n g to show our enemies how, under the wal ls of Paris, a 

son of France, a Christ ian Brother , k n e w how to die rel iev-

ing the wounded. T h i s lofty j o y I experienced, as I suddenly 

marched r ight t o w a r d s them. A n d , to g i v e them a sure aim, 

I walked in the v e r y middle of the road, holding my flag aloft. 

I expected e v e r y moment to rece ive a bullet. I was disap-

pointed ; they did not fire." 

T h e A b b é Renaudière fo l lowed the zealous B r o t h e r , facing 7 o 
death. A f t e r some p a r l e y i n g with a Prussian officer, they 

advanced to w h e r e a F r e n c h soldier was l y i n g badly wound-

ed. W i t h diff iculty they raised him up, and assisted him to 

return. T h e kind rel ig ious b e g g e d the Prussian to g o with 

him to the relief of their w o u n d e d soldier d y i n g in the ditch. 

A s soon as the}' reached the spot, B r o t h e r H y a c i n t h e j u m p e d 

into the trench where he was crouched, and the A b b é raised 

the cloth that c o v e r e d his face. 

Poor fe l low! he was at first terribly f r i g h t e n e d when he saw 

the black-robed figure. B u t the B r o t h e r , smiling kindly, g a v e 

him some wine and water to drink. W i t h surprise and grati-

tude, he looked at his unknown benefactors. T w o of his 

comrades, w h o had come to seek him, thankful ly received a 

share of the wine and water, and the remainder was g i v e n to 

the w o u n d e d man. In this the dear B r o t h e r g a v e the Prus-

sians a lesson in Christ ian chari ty and benevolence. 

E a c h one then went his w a y , with the except ion of the sol-

dier with the broken leg. H e had to remain where he was, 

but was consoled with the promise of their speedy return. 

O n reaching the trenches, the first thing B r o t h e r H y a c i n t h e 

heard was a cry of indignat ion: a Prussian ball had just 

struck a soldier about ten paces from him, r ight in the fore-

head. T h e A b b é ran t o him, f o r he was d y i n g . B r o t h e r 

H y a c i n t h e a third t ime crossed the ditch with t w o of his col-

leagues, bearing a stretcher : he w a s g o i n g to the wounded 

man. T h e latter was hardly placed on the stretcher when the 

bullets began to whistle again, this t ime t a k i n g the ambulance 

on its left flank. B u t the men of G o d preserved their calm-

ness and coolness. T h e y had generous ly m a d e the sacrif ice 

of their l ives on leaving their b e l o v e d c o m m u n i t y ; they con-

tinued their march, wi thout heeding the balls passing over 

their heads as if the a m b u l a n c e flag had been a target . 

T h e stretcher w a s cumbersome, the b o d y h e a v y , the w a y 

long and rough. A t last the B r o t h e r s reached the trenches ; 

there a soldier came to their aid. A l l four carried the 

stretcher, the w o u n d e d man himself holding u p the flag. A t 

the second trench, seeing the diff iculty the stretcher-carriers 

exper ienced in crossing the ditch, despite the d a n g e r they in-

curred with the bullets whist l ing around them, the B r o t h e r s 

took the w o u n d e d soldier in their arms, and carr ied him t o 

the carr iage which c o n v e y e d him to Paris. O n reaching 

Paris themselves, they returned to their community , t ired in 

b o d y , but g lad at heart. T h e y had helped to save the l ives 

of several of their countrymen. 



C H A P T E R V I I . 

T H E B R O T H E R S I N T H E A M B U L A N C E S O F P A R I S . 

" How great are thy works, O Lord ! " Ps. ciii. 24. 

T h e s iege of Paris was foreseen. A f t e r the engagements 
at Chati l lon, it became indispensably necessary to think of the 
creation of numerous a m b u l a n c e s : the hospitals would soon 
be insufficient to r e c e i v e all the wounded. 

T h e n c e f o r t h , the ambulance service of the a r m y of Paris 
comprised three distinct departments : the military ambulan-
ces, the ambulances of the International S o c i e t y of G e n e v a , 
to which w e r e attached the A m e r i c a n ambulance, the Italian 
ambulance, etc., and the ambulance of the Press, w h i c h or ig i -
nated in individual and co l lec t ive efforts of charity. T h e s e 
last, in connection with the minister of war, had their head-
quarters at the Tui leries . 

O n the line of investment, five posts at regular distances, 
composed of d o c t o r s and stretcher-carr iers in sufficient num-
bers, and prov ided with the materials necessary for the first 
dressing of wounds, were in operation from the month of 
October . T h e s e posts were also furnished, for the removal 
of the sick and wounded, with temporary beds, and means of 
rapid and comfortab le c o n v e y a n c e . 

W i t h the organization of these ambulances commenced, 

for the Brothers , that long campaign of devotedness which 

exc i ted the admiration of all, and proved, once more, that 
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patriotism and rel igion, far from being incompatible, combine 

and harmonize admirably in the heart of man. 

" It is absolutely necessary ," said the committee of the 

Press ambulance, " to make an appeal to intel l igent persons 

to care f o r the sick or w o u n d e d in our hospitals, to g i v e them 

nourishment and medicine at proper times. T h e first care 

of the committee, unlike other relief societies, was to r e m o v e 

secular women from o u r wards and to keep them in the 

laundry ; not that the woman of the world lacks the qualities 

necessary for the services required by the wounded, but 

because she br ings with her the cares of her family and of 

her o w n private affairs, that she is surrounded by relations 

and friends w h o of ten seriously interfere with the d ischarge 

of her d u t y in relation to the sick. 

" T h e rel igious, on the contrary , d i s e n g a g e d from all the 

cares of life, has but one t h o u g h t and one end : it is that of 

realizing, in the most perfect manner possible, the ideal which 

fills her s o u l : devot ion and sacrifice. F o r all these reasons, 

the Sisters were preferred to w o m e n of the w o r l d . 

" T o aid the Sisters, i t was necessary to have male nurses, 

a c t i v e , devoted, animated with the same sentiments as the 

Sisters, under whose direct ion they were to be placed. W e , 

therefore, made an appeal to the Christian Brothers . W e 

are happy to say they nobly responded to o u r call. N o t 

only did from 250 to 300 B r o t h e r s a c c o m p a n y us to the bat-

tle-field, but 225 to 250 of them served as nurses or infirma-

rians ; these, with the Sisters of H o p e (Sceurs de FEsperanceJ, 

constituted a model hospital, and we can safely affirm that, 

whether in a moral or physical point of v i e w , n o w h e r e did the 

v ict ims of the w a r receive g r e a t e r care or attention than in 

our a m b u l a n c e . " W h o can e v e r tell the subl ime acts, the 

t o u c h i n g sacrifices of self-immolation, those kind rel ig ious 

accompl ished d u r i n g the six months of the s iege ? 



T h e Brothers g a v e u p to the wounded their dormitories , 

refectories, study-halls, in fact, all the best apartments in 

their houses. In those spacious dwel l ings the air c irculated 

freely ; the beds were not c r o w d e d together as in the hospi-

tals, the patients felt at home, and their re l ig ious attendants 

bent o v e r their couches with the reverence and respect e v e r 

testified by the true disciples of Jesus C h r i s t for those w h o 

suffer. 

The Eastern Ambulance. 

T h e B r o t h e r s first took car.e of the fa t igued or w o u n d e d 

soldiers in the temporary establishment k n o w n as the " A m -

bulances of the N o r t h e r n and Eastern Rai l roads ." In the 

Eastern ambulance, established in the Brothers ' house in the 

F a u b o u r g St. Martin, under the patronage of C o u n t de Fla-

v i g n y , 1186 wounded soldiers received, from the 18th till the 

26th of A u g u s t , the chief care their state required. 

T w e n t y - f i v e Brothers were there employed. Some watch-

ed by night for the trains br inging in the soldiers. O n the 

arr ival of these trains, the rel ig ious were all at w o r k helping 

to c o n v e y the wounded to their hospital, assisting the doc-

tors to dress the w o u n d s of those b r o u g h t in, and g iv ing , 

with tender care, the necessary remedies and refreshments. 

] F r o m that provisional ambulance the wounded were next 

day transferred to the several hospitals of the c i ty . 

B y the 14th of September , 1831 soldiers or mobiles had 

l o d g e d in the ambulance. Of all these, there were none w h o 

s h o w e d themselves hostile to rel ig ious ideas. A t meal-time 

these b r a v e fe l lows were not ashamed to make the s ign of the 

cross ; i t was plain it was something they had been accus-

tomed to do from chi ldhood. T h e y were regular at their 

morning and evening prayers. T h e i r crucif ixes, scapulars 

arid medals w e r e prized as only the t ru ly pious can prize these 

prec ious reminders of G o d ' s mercy , and the l o v i n g care our 

Blessed L a d y has for her clients. W h e n shown to the chapel, 

they reverent ly knelt d o w n in the holy place, and on l e a v i n g 

it, tearful ly remarked : " Oh, how much better it is to be here 

than in the barracks ! " 

T h e t h o u g h t of G o d was cheer ing and consoling to their 

heart. M a n y e d i f y i n g instances of faith and piety and relig-

ious resignation w e r e seen d u r i n g those sad d a y s in that 

ambulance of the B r o t h e r s in the F a u b o u r g of St. Martin. 

T h e Prussians were now a d v a n c i n g on Paris in three col-

umns. C o m m u n i c a t i o n s with outside points were c u t off ; the 

explos ions w h i c h w e r e heard in rapid succession g a v e sor-

r o w f u l notice to the capital that, in a f e w hours, the last of 

the br idges w o u l d be destroyed and Paris encircled by a belt 

of fire. 

T h e provis ional ambulance at the railroad station could be 

of no further use, and was, therefore, to be broken u p ; but 

the Brothers , whose chari ty could not remain a single day 

inact ive d u r i n g the long months of the siege, t h o u g h t of a 

purpose to which it might be put. O n the 13th of S e p t e m -

ber, the revered B r o t h e r Phi l ippe, hear ing it was in contem-

plation to form an ambulance f o r the e m p l o y é s of the railroad 

w h o might be wounded in defending the station and the com-

pany 's property , wrote , of fer ing the B r o t h e r s to take c h a r g e 

of it. T h e offer was thankful ly accepted in a courteous let-

ter f rom the d i rec tor of the railroad companies. 

The Ambulance of the Northern Dépôt. 

T h e provis ional ambulance of the N o r t h e r n D é p ô t was 

established on the 26th of A u g u s t , and remained open till the 

14th of September , the t ime of the investment. D u r i n g the 



first four days , it rece ived 400 soldiers w h o had escaped f rom 

the disasters of W i s s e m b u r g , Sedan, etc. 

F r o m the 30th of A u g u s t ti l l the 5th of September , it re-

ceived 594, wi thout count ing 1500 mobile g u a r d s from C h a m -

pagne, to w h o m the B r o t h e r s g a v e refreshments. T h e g e n -

tleness and patience of those y o u n g soldiers were t ru ly edi-

i y i n g . 

A pleasing incident occurred to the Brothers . T w o g e n e r -

als were the first to receive their charitable care. A s the 

B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r was e x c u s i n g himself to these superior 

off icers for the poor a c c o m m o d a t i o n they had for them, be ing 

ob l iged to g i v e them soup from coarse, common bowls , one 

of the g e n t l e m e n g r a c i o u s l y said : " It is true the vessel is a 

v e r y c o m m o n one, but one thing is v e r y fine, Brother," as w e 

all k n o w well , a l though y o u m a y not be conscious of i t ; and 

that is, the care y o u B r o t h e r s have taken, and are taking, of 

o u r soldiers in the ambulance, and on the battle-field : it is 

simply admirable ! " 

' W e cannot refrain f rom recording a conversat ion between 

the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r and a y o u n g soldier, a child of the 

South. L e t not the enemies of Christ ianity be mistaken; 

through all the obstacles, the changes, the faults of time, there 

is a progress of Christ ian faith, of Christ ian strength, a p r o g -

ress which, t h o u g h incomplete , is real and fruit-bearing, 

full of v i ta l i ty and hope for the future. 

" W h e r e do y o u c o m e from ? " asked the B r o t h e r Director . 

" F r o m the department of the G a r d . " 

" W h a t do y o u wish to e a t ? " 

" W h a t the C h u r c h a l lows on d a y s of abstinence." 

" W e l l ! y o u can e a t m e a t ; it is past midnight , and in Par is 

there is leave for meat on S a t u r d a y . " 

" B u t I don' t b e l o n g to Paris, and meat is not a l lowed on 

S a t u r d a y in my diocese. I wil l content myself with a piece 

of bread." 

Direct ions were g iven to bring him some bread and wine. 

" N o wine, if y o u please," said the soldier. " I never drink 

it. 1 mean to keep u p the old custom n o w , so that I may 

have nothing to repent of in case the g o o d G o d br ings me 

safe home again." 

" Y o u are mad," said a l ieutenant; " y o u are exhausted 

with fat igue. T o - m o r r o w y o u may have to fight; y o u must 

keep up y o u r strength, so y o u had better take a g lass of 

wine." 

" Lieutenant ," said the abstemious man, respectful ly , " i s a 

soldier to break his w o r d ? If y o u had promised to drink no 

wine, w o u l d y o u drink it ? Besides, the not dr inking it does 

me no harm ; y o u see I enjoy excel lent health, and am never 

s ick." 

It was useless to a r g u e t h e quest ion with this admirable 

soldier, w h o str ikingly reproduced in his o w n person the 

t y p e of the ancient Gauls. H e was served w i t h bread and 

water. B e f o r e taking this more than f r u g a l repast, he stood 

stra ight up, and, before all present, soldiers, doctors , and 

Brothers , blessed himself and said his g r a c e in a low voice, but 

with piety and recollection. H e then sat d o w n to his bread 

and water with the simplicity of ancient times. " M y fr iend," 

said the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r to him, " i t is g o o d not to have 

human respect, but it is also wise t o a v o i d all affectation in o u r 

pract ices of piety. C o u l d y o u not have said y o u r g r a c e in a 

way that would not at tract so much a t t e n t i o n ? " 

" P e r h a p s y o u are r ight , B r o t h e r ; but, then, there are so 

many c o w a r d s now-a-days w h o don't want to do a n y t h i n g 

f o r G o d , that f nave long m a d e up my mind to practise m y 

rel igion in public as wel l .as in private. E v e r y dny I see 



people w h o are not ashamed to do e v i l : w h y should 1 be 
ashamed t o do m y duty as a Christ ian ? O u r fathers knew 
not the weakness of our times. I have resolved to show m y -
self a Christ ian w h e r e v e r I am. So much the worse f o r 
others if they don't do the same. A t the day of j u d g m e n t 
they will be more to be pitied than I." T h e B r o t h e r was 
astonished to find in a c o m m o n so ld ier such lo f ty ideas on 
the subject of religion. H e took pleasure in e l ic i t ing his 
honest replies. 

" Y o u have been a soldier before ?" resumed the D i r e c t o r . 

" Y e s , f o r seven years . " 

" D i d y o u act then as y o u now do ?" 

" Precisely . G o d has a l w a y s been g o o d to me. I have 

not to reproach mysel f with be ing ungrateful to H i m . " 

" H a d y o u no taunts o r sarcasms t o endure f rom y o u r 

c o m r a d e s ? " 

" Some, at f i r s t : my blood used to rise. B u t my f irmness 

soon b r o u g h t it to an end. W h e n they saw I was in ear-

nest about s e r v i n g G o d , they ceased to annoy me." 

" A r e y o u g lad to be called out again ?" 

" O n e is a l w a y s g l a d to serve his country . 1 should be a 

bad F r e n c h m a n if I complained of marching against the 

e n e m y . " 

" A r e y o u r father and mother l i v i n g ? " 

| A l a s ! no, I lost them early ; but I console mysel f by 

thinking that their p i l g r i m a g e is over , and that they see 

G o d in heaven." 

" W h a t d o y o u d o f o r a l iv ing ?" 

" I have been a servant thirteen y e a r s in the same familv. 
T h e y t o o k me back at the end of my term of service, and 
w h e n I was leav ing them the last time, t h e y told me my place 
would be ready for me when I returned." 

" A r e you not afraid of d y i n g ?" 

" A f r a i d of d y i n g ! A Christ ian need not dread the end of 

his miseries. I do not run to seek death, but neither do 1 

fear to meet it, f o r I bel ieve in the immortal i ty of the soul." 

M u c h more could be told of this b r a v e soldier, whose piety 

and intel l igence w e r e a d e l i g h t to the Brothers , and whose 

example was w o r t h y to be fol lowed by all his comrades. 

T h e N o r t h e r n Rai l road ambulance was div ided into five 

a p a r t m e n t s : a large kitchen, t w o refectories, and t w o dor-

mitories ; the l a r g e r of the latter f o r the soldiers, the smaller 

for the officers. S o m e camp beds w e r e placed in a separate 

room f o r the Brothers , when their duty permitted them a lit-

t le rest. T h e whole serv ice was d iv ided amongst the 

B r o t h e r s : some were occupied with the wounded ; others 

had c h a r g e of the kitchen and r e f e c t o r y ; and each one, in his 

o w n department, d ischarged his duty so admirably , that, 

whi le nearly 4000 soldiers w e r e received in the ambulance, 

110 complaint was ever heard. 

T h e y considered the B r o t h e r s as their true friends. T h e 

T u r c o s had a v e r y part icular respect for them, and often, 

when no one else could control their fierce temper, a look or 

word from one of the Brothers was suff icient to appease 

their anger. 

A mbulance of the Legion of Honor (St. Denis). 

A t the n e w s of the disasters of the army, and that the 

Prussians w e r e marching on Paris, the ladies of the L e g i o n 

of H o n o r sent their pupils h o m e t o their families, and took 

the necessary steps to form, in t w o of their magnificent halls, 

an ambulance of s ixty to e ighty beds. T h e y requested the 

V e r y R e v e r e n d B r o t h e r Phil ippe to g i v e them ten or t w e l v e 

Brothers to act as nurses. A l t h o u g h the post was l ikely to 



be one of considerable danger , the B r o t h e r s did not hesitate ; 

on the 8th of S e p t e m b e r , the feast of the N a t i v i t y of the 

Blessed V i r g i n , e ighty of them set out for St. Denis , w h e r e 

they w e r e to jo in four other B r o t h e r s w h o were teaching in 

the town. 

A t first, the L e g i o n of H o n o r ambulance was under the di-

rect ion of the lady superintendent, but, on the 17th of S e p t e m -

ber, the military authorit ies took possession of the establish-

ment, proposing to establish there an ambulance of five or six 

hundred beds, and which, in case of a battle in the neighbor-

hood, m i g h t rece ive t w e l v e or fifteen hundred wounded. 

T h e n c e f o r w a r d , the situation of the B r o t h e r s was very-

dif ferent: they became mere auxiliaries, wi thout any definite 

c h a r g e , and were placed in a false and uncertain position. 

A c t u a t e d by chari ty alone, they surmounted all obstacles, 

compl ied with e v e r y requirement , and did all the g o o d that 

the occasion permitted. W i t h what eagerness they seconded 

the chaplains in their holy minis try ! H o w j o y f u l l y they 

assisted at the serv ices in the chapel of the establ ishment! 

H o w they loved to chant the praises of G o d under those 

arches w h i c h had re-echoed with the voices of so many 

il lustrious rel igious in d a y s g o n e by ! 

B y the 20th of O c t o b e r , the n u m b e r of w o u n d e d was so 

m u c h reduced that the B r o t h e r s w e r e permitted to return to 

their classes in Paris, and to serve in some of the c i t y am-

bulances that w e r e still in the care of the congregat ion. O n 

leav ing the L e g i o n of H o n o r ambulance , they rece ived the 

thanks of the physicians and directors, together with a writ-

ten cert i f icate of the serv ices they had rendered there. T h e 

lady superintendent also w r o t e t o express her high appre-

ciation of their intel l igent and devoted labors in that ambu-

lance. 

Ambulance of Passy. 

In the month of A u g u s t , the B r o t h e r s received, in their 

boarding-school at Passy, one hundred and fifty old men, pre-

viously l o d g e d in the hospitals. T h e y a f t e r w a r d s establish-

ed an ambulance of one hundred and fifty beds, which were 

constantly occupied. T w e l v e hundred soldiers, attended by 

the B r o t h e r s alone, were c u r e d in this ambulance of Passy. 

T h e y cared for the souls as wel l as the bodies of their pa-

t ients; it was the de l ight of the soldiers, as soon as they were 

able, to join them in their re l ig ious exercises in the chapel. 

T h e community of Passy had the misfortune to lose, dur-

i n g the siege, one of its most p r o m i s i n g members, B r o t h e r 

A g i l é e Léon, scarce ly twent}'-one y e a r s of age. T h i s excel-

lent y o u n g man, be loved by all, was as fervent a rel ig ious as 

he was a g o o d t e a c h e r ; he was the j o y of his brethren, 

and the consolation of his esteemed D i r e c t o r . O n e day, 

from his bed of pain, he heard the cannon roar ing more vio-

lently than usual. R e m i n d e d thus of the woes of his c o u n t r y , 

he s l o w l y spoke these w o r d s : " M y G o d , I offer thee m y 

sickness, m y sufferings, my life, for the del iverance of France ." 

H e died, calm and serene, on the 21st of D e c e m b e r . 

The St. Maurice Ambulance. 

T h e Saint Maur ice ambulance, founded in the Mother-

house, under the patronage of the Duchess of Magenta , wife 

of Marshal M c M a h o n , became from the outset one of the 

chief ambulances of the Press. There , as at Passy, the Broth-

ers acted as infirmarians. In a few d a y s t h e y had a regu-

lar hospital service in ful l operat ion. 

B e f o r e the batt les f o u g h t around Paris, it was only fever 

patients that w e r e received there ; but, in consequence of 



the influx of wounded, it became necessary to g e t u p some 

e ighty- f ive beds f o r the surgica l department . " T h e thing 

was done in a twinkl ing ," says D r . D e c a i s n e ; " the e ighty-

five beds w e r e immediate ly occupied, and, in a f e w hours, 

the B r o t h e r s had prov ided e v e r y t h i n g that was wanted, and 

were dressing the w o u n d s of our brave soldiers just as if they 

had never done anything else. N o t h i n g was w a n t i n g e x c e p t 

a surgeon, w h e n P r o v i d e n c e , p i t y i n g the anxiety of the poor 

Brothers, sent them, just in time, a man w h o m w e have all 

learned to love and" admire, R i c o r d himself, first in skill as in 

goodness of heart. T h e i l lustrious practit ioner did, in a f e w 

hours, all that was most urgent ly necessary, so that we were 

enabled to wait till next day for the surgeon appointed to 

take c h a r g e of the ambulance ." 

In that blessed house, till then consecrated to p r a y e r and 

seclusion, the y o u n g and the old v ied with each other in 

zeal and devotedness to make the p o o r w o u n d e d in some 

d e g r e e f o r g e t their suffering. 

T h e venerable S u p e r i o r - G e n e r a l , B r o t h e r Phi l ippe, for-

g e t t i n g his fourscore years, himself attended the sick, con-

sol ing and s trengthening them with a simplicity, genial 

kindness, and exquisite gentleness that capt ivated all hearts. 

H e rece ived the w o u n d e d on their arrival, helped to car-

r y them to their beds, and undress them. E v e r y day he 

distributed some little del icacy a m o n g them, c o n t r i v i n g all 

sorts of th ings to please them. H e rejoiced when r e w a r d s 

were granted to his dear wounded.* H e , so austere and so 

forget fu l of self, feared not to recommend to the authorit ies 

those of his patients w h o had distinguished themselves on 

the battle-field. H e publ ic ly honored them before their 

* Three crosses of Honor and several medals were awarded to the wounded of On-
dinot street. 

comrades. H e g o t u p a little festival after each distribution 

of rewards. W h e n he appeared in the wards, e v e r y face 

beamed with j o y . H e stopped at e v e r y bed, and had a kind, 

l o v i n g word f o r each p a t i e n t H e p r o p a g a t e d the C a t h o l i c 

faith by means of char i ty , presenting in his o w n venerable 

person the true t y p e of the Div ine C o m f o r t e r , Jesus Christ . 

A n d when the wounded, w h o m he had rece ived with 

affectionate cordial i ty , were cured and about to leave, he 

had for each some w o r d s of encouragement , and a fatherly 

blessing. H e pointed out the line of d u t y , and planted in 

the hearts of all the g e r m s of those deeds that make illus-

tr ious citizens. 

T h e ist of January was a solemn day in the O u d i n o t 

street ambulance. A f t e r Mass, all the soldiers w h o were 

able to rise, assembled in the g r a n d hall of the house. T h e r e a 

sergeant-major of the C o t e d ' O r mobiles, decorated for his 

gal lant conduct at C h a m p i g n y , in the name of all the patients 

of the ambulance read to Brother Phil ippe an address express-

ive of their admiration for his unbounded charity, and their 

g r a t i t u d e for the many favors they had received at his hands 

and the hands of all the Brothers . 

A t its conclusion, B r o t h e r Phil ippe, in his gentle, endear-

ing w a y , thanked them for their expressions of kindness atid 

g o o d will. 

C o u n t S6rurier, v ice-president of the Rel ief S o c i e t y , and 

delegate of the minister of w a r and of the n a v y , w r o t e to 

Brother^Phil ippe wishing him; his w o r t h y assistant, and all 

the B r o t h e r s of O u d i n o t street, a h a p p y N e w Year . In 

c o m m o n with all F r a n c e , he was penetrated with admira-

tion, veneration and g r a t i t u d e for the example of patriotism 

and abnegat ion which the Institute was g i v i n g in the trials 

and affl ictions of their country . T h e chari ty of the B r o t h e r s 



The Brothers on the Battle Field 

of O u d i n o t street did not confine itself within the walls o f 

t ' ^ f v ^ r ^ t o < t h e o the 

' i f S S S f e f 
covering them with your own garments " 3 ><>U 

On the 12th of J a n u a r y , desirous of c o n t r i b u t i n g f a r as 

a r n n of P ° W a t t h f P u r e h # ° f ^ 1 ^ c lothing or the 3 5 
district, and from the Rel ie f S o c i e t v | S ° f t h e 

On the l 8 t h o f January, B r o t h e l Phi l ippe sent a s i m i l e 
sum for the relief of the seventh ward. T h e c l r n t v o h 

B r o t h e r s g r e w with the miseries of the people J ^ 

* * * * * * * * * * 

D u r i n g the C o m m u n e , the commit tee of the Press ' amhn 

I S f - ~ 

ers m O u d i n o t street. On the , 9 t h and 2 0 t h of M a " M £ 

tnarquay installed there his different serv ices and an f m 

the K q U a D t l , t y ° f a m b u l a " « w i t h » v i e w to p r e v e n t 
b e u * * « » Federals. T h e v e r y same e v e j g 
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a company of the i 2 2 d Federa ls invaded the Mother-house 

demand,ng the concealed Brothers ! T h i s time the C o m m u -

nists had to bend before the firmness of the gent lemen of the 

Press ambulance. T h e y wi thdrew, s a y i n g they would return 

on the morrow, in face of all the B r o t h e r s had done and 

w e r e doing for their country in her hour of need, comment 

on such dastardly conduct is unnecessary. B u t the d a y s of 

the insurrection were numbered. On the 21st of M a v the 

a r m y of Versai l les entered the c i ty by the St. C l o u d ' ¿ a t e 

T h e w o u n d e d were soon af ter taken from O u d . n o t street to 

L o n g c h a m p s , and the B r o t h e r s again took possession of their 

house. Eleven hundred and eighteen sick and wounded had 

been taken care of in the St. M a u r i c e ambulance. 

T h e fo l lowing letter of Dr. H o r t e l o u p will g i v e some idea 

of the estimation in which the B r o t h e r s of the St. Maurice 
ambulance were held, and how highly their services were 
valued : 

" I am h a p p y to have again an opportunity of wri t ing of 
the B r o t h e r s of O u d i n o t street as they deserve. A f t e r 
my friend, M. R i c o r d , had established an ambulance in the 
Mother-house of the Christ ian Brothers , I was for seven 
months a m o n g s t them, and I can t ru ly say, g r e a t e r devoted-
ness zeal, chari ty , and self-abnegation, could not possibly 
be shown. v 3 

" Y o u should have seen the act iv i ty of those dear Broth-
ers transformed into stretcher-carriers, running hither and 
thither on the field of battle, p i c k i n g up the wounded, whi le 
shot and shell rained around them. 

" T h e y had asked it as a f a v o r to g o out on the field • and 

neither the wounds which several of them had received, nor 

the death of others, could paralyze their energies or dampen 

their courage . T h e i r chief is a model w h o might well in-



spire them, for he never quailed either before the enemy s 

cannon, or the e n v o y s of the C o m m u n e : I have seen him as 

cool amid flying shells, as when he w a s telling hard truths to 

the messengers of Assi and of R a o u l Rigaul t . 

« W h e n speaking thus, we must not forget Brother A r c h -

ange Brother Exup6rien, and so many others who, in those 

most ' trying circumstances, proved themselves possessed of the 

highest talents as organizers, administrators, and managers. 

» See above all, B r o t h e r Philippe, the g o o d and excel-

lent Superior-General . H e is modesty personified ; he is the 

l iv ing portrait of the man described by H o r a c e : 

Justum et tenacem propositi virum 
Et si tractum illabatur orbis, impavidum ferient ruins . 

" I can see him n o w running to me at the moment when a 

shell, breaking into a dormitory near my wards, had shaken 

the whole house and broken several windows. ' Y o u are not 

hurt, dear doctor? ' says h e ; < I was afraid y o u were wound-

ed ' — ' H o w could 1 be afraid in such g o o d company ?' said I 

laughing, and shaking his outstretched hand, as I pointed to 

a fine portrait of him by H o r a c e Yernet , which h u n g m that 

hall. H e smiled and turned a w a y , whi le I quietly contin-

ued my visit t o the patients. 

« W h e n the ambulance w a s closed by superior orders, 1 

received not a word of thanks from the authorities ; but the 

B r o t h e r s amply made up for it, for they all testified the re-

' g r e t they felt in seeing me no longer every morning, and 

that regret I shared from the bottom of my heart. 1 shall 

cherish as long as 1 l ive the recollection of my attendance in 

that house, and I hope the Brothers will not f o r g e t me. 

" B . H O R T E L O U P , 

« Honorary Physician, Hotel Dieu, Parish 

Ambulance attached to that of St. Maurice. 

O n the 17th of January, M g r . Bauer asked the Most R e v e -
rend Brother Philippe for some Brothers to serve in an 
ambulance opened in Universi ty street by the Press com-
mittee, and where the sick had as y e t had no help. 

Severa l B r o t h e r s were immediately detached from the St . 
Maur ice ambulance. T h e y found in t w o unheated rooms, in 
159 Univers i ty street, some sixty sick persons suffering from 
cold and hunger, without any sort of relief. Part of the Broth-
ers, regardless of the Prussian shells that were raining from 
all quarters, and the great severity of the weather, retraced 
their w a y to the Mother-house. T h e nearly exhausted phar-
macy and provisions of the St. Maur ice ambulance were 
placed at their disposal. Laden with a sufficient quantity 
of medicines and refreshments, the Brothers went back with 
l ighter hearts to their poor patients so anxiously expect ing 
their return. 

A m o n g s t the Brothers employed in the Universi ty street 
ambulance, a l though all were devoted in their apostolate of 
charity, there was one whose name cannot be passed o v e r in 
silence. T h i s was Brother A m a d e u s Marie. Be ing charged, 
like so many of his brethren, with hospital duty , he distin-
guished himself by the most remarkable instances of heroic 
devotion. 

A m o n g s t other charitable acts, was the saving of the life 

of a mobile guardsman, the father of six children : his skull 

had been fractured; his case had been reluctantly pronounced 

hopeless by the doctors. Brother A m a d e u s resolved that, 

with G o d ' s help, the poor man should not die ; and so con-

stant was his attention to him, so skilful, so efficient his 

care, that the patient actually recovered, and soon returned 

to his home, blessing G o d and the dear Brother Amadeus . 



M a n y other remarkable instances are on record of the inde-

fat igable zeal and indomitable e n e r g y w h i c h this heroic son 

Of D e L a Salle b r o u g h t to the serv ice of his sick and wound-

ed c o u n t r y m e n . T h e d o c t o r s disputed a m o n g themselves 

as to w h o should h a v e B r o t h e r A m a d e u s ; a l w a y s content , 

a l w a y s smil ing, he imparted to the patients s o m e w h a t of his 

o w n happy nature. H e was the honor and the ange l of the 

house. 

O n the 3d of F e b r u a r y , the sick w e r e r e m o v e d from the 

U n i v e r s i t y street ambulance to that of O u d i n o t street , c a r r y -

ing wi th them the warmest remembrance of the B r o t h e r s 

w h o had so wel l cared f o r them there. 

St. Paul Ambulance. 

T h e ambulance of S t . Paul , u n d e r the P r e s s c o m m i t t e e , 

w a s a lmost ent irely filled with s ick and w o u n d e d d u r i n g the 

latter half of the siege, dat ing f rom the batt les of C h a m -

p i g n y A f t e r those terrible days, the number of beds had to 

be increased. T h e B r o t h e r s here had d o u b l e d u t y to per-

form for the classes in tj ie St . Paul school w e r e k e p t u p 

d u r i n g the siege. T h o s e w h o w e r e not e m p l o y e d in teach-

i n - n e v e r left the bedside of t h e patients d a y or night , ac t ing 

bv"turns as nurse, reader, servant , cook, and p r e a c h e r too, 

for as may be w e l l imagined, they had special care of souls. 

T h e v lit up wi th a ray of hope the sickness and suffer ing 

with w h i c h the w a r had peopled their houses. H o w kind 

and affectionate t h e y w e r e to the B r e t o n mobiles T h e y 

s i e v e d with them ; they wept with them ; t h e y f o u g h t their 

home-sickness by s h a r i n g it, ta lk ing to them u n c e a s i n g l y of 

the moors and g r a y hamlets of old B r e t a g n e , that c o u n t r y 

of faith, and of trust in G o d ! * 
T o the ambulance of St . P a u l w a s a t t a c h e d B r o t h e r G u i l -

laume's famous canteen-kitchen. A b o u t the middle of Sep-

tember, the municipal i ty of the fourth w a r d requested the 

B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of St . Paul's c o m m e r c i a l school to organ-

ize a canteen-kitchen. T h e Brothers , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ^ 

cares of the a m b u l a n c e and the labors of the school, accepted 

the c h a r g e of p r o v i d i n g f 0 r the wants of the p o o r population 

of the district. W i t h B r o t h e r W i l l i a m ' s w o n d e r f u l e x e c u t i v e 

abilities, all was easy, even w h a t to o t h e r s m i g h t seem im-

pract icable ; and so it was speedi ly in w o r k i n g order. G o d 

alone k n o w s h o w this exce l lent r e l i g i o u s managed to obtain 

the necessary provis ions at such a tune, but he did it. A s 

m a n y as three thousand persons w e r e served there in one 

day . D u r i n g the whole t ime of the s iege, B r o t h e r Wil l iam 

rose e v e r y m o r n i n g at three o 'c lock , so as to have his cook-

ing done, and all in readiness to c o m m e n c e the distribution 

at e ight o ' c l o c k precisely . 

Arts and Trades' Ambulance. 

T h i s ambulance was installed on the 1st of S e p t e m b e r and 

placed at the disposal of Dr . R i c o r d , w h o took c h a r g e of 

o r g a n i z i n g the w h o l e medical service. T w o Sisters f rom the 

C o n v e n t of H o p e (de /' Esperance) and seven B r o t h e r s of the 

Christ ian S c h o o l s g a v e their intel l igent and d e v o t e d atten-

tion to the w o u n d e d . 

T h e B r o t h e r s s h o w e d t h e m s e l v e s both b r a v e and gentle. 

T o them w e r e due the p e r f e c t o r d e r that re igned in the wards, 

and the home air one breathed there. T h e i r rule w a s mild 

and paternal. T h e y w e r e kind to all, t h o u g h t f u l , charitable 

attentive. T h e y ennobled wi th their help, and still more 

with their prayers , the cause to w h i c h they w e r e d e v o t e d . 

T h e mil i tary a m b u l a n c e of St. Clot i lde , which w a s open-

ed in the house of the ladies of that name, on the 15th of 



September , remained in operation six months, that is to-say, 

till the A p r i l fo l lowing. T h e B r o t h e r s of St. Margaret ' s 

school were placed at the disposal of the authorit ies to take 

care of the wounded, w h o were placed in their class-rooms. 

W h i l e they were busily e n g a g e d in organiz ing their ambu-

lance, a new m a y o r was appointed for the eleventh ward, 

and w i t h him new ideas, anti-religious principles, w e r e im-

posed on the people of the F a u b o u r g St. Antoine. 

On the 19th of September , a free-thinking d a m e presented 

herself at St. Margaret 's , and introduced herself as the di-

rectress of the ambulance which the B r o t h e r s had arranged 

in their class-rooms. S h e had the impudence to declare she 

would al low the B r o t h e r s to serve in the ambulance on con-

dition that they did not speak of religion to the patients, offer 

them neither crucifix nor holy water, nor introduce a priest 

among them. 

T h e r e was a refinement of cruelty in m a k i n g such a de-

mand of the Brothers in their own house, to say nothing of the 

black ingrat i tude and the detestable spirit of tyranny it 

manifested. A s m a y well be supposed, the B r o t h e r s made 

110 impious bargain to let Frenchmen, marked with the seal 

of baptism, die in their o w n house without G o d , without 

hope. H a v i n g thus failed to establish an ambulance in their 

o w n school-house, as had been intended, the B r o t h e r s offer-

ed their services in seven different ambulances, a m o n g others, 

in that of the ladies of St. Clot i lde, N o . 99 Reui l ly street. 

In this ambulance they took care of 144 sick and wounded 

soldiers, nearly all of w h o m recovered. T h e convalescents 

heard Mass on S u n d a y s in the parish c h u r c h , where they 

edified e v e r y one by their g r a v i t y and recollection. T h e 

heroic virtues, the unchanging mildness of the dear Broth-

ers, b r o u g h t about numerous conversions. 

On the 4th of March, the Super ioress of St. C l o t i l d e w r o t e 
to B r o t h e r D a g o b e r t u s , D i r e c t o r of St. M a r g u e r i t e : 

" M Y V E R Y D E A R B R O T H E R D I R E C T O R : 

" W h e n y o u r dear B r o t h e r s left the St. Clot i lde ambulance , 

1 requested them to c o n v e y to y o u the expression of o u r 

grat i tude. I am sure t h e y have duly de l ivered my message ; 

nevertheless, I feel I o u g h t to thank y o u myself for y o u r 

kindness in lending us y o u r excel lent B r o t h e r s to help us 

care f o r the souls and bodies of o u r dear sick and wounded. 

" It was a heavenly mission they fulfilled to those g o o d 

soldiers, w h o loved them with all their heart. W h a t they 

would not tell y o u themselves, I wri te f o r y o u r consolation. 

Y o u r B r o t h e r s have lef t a m o n g us an odor of v ir tue w h i c h 

shall fo l low us e v e r y w h e r e , to e n c o u r a g e us in t r y i n g days. 

N e v e r shall w e lose the r e m e m b r a n c e of their per fect abne-

gation, their c h a r i t y — s o humble, so simple, so devoted. Y o u 

are happy, dear B r o t h e r , to possess such religious. 

" I b e g y o u to permit a pious e x c h a n g e of p r a y e r s and g o o d 

w o r k s to be established between o u r t w o c o m m u n i t i e s : w e 

can g i v e y o u but little, 'tis true, but, I assure y o u , it will be 

from o u r heart. 

" B e so g o o d as to accept , etc. * 

" M A R I E P A U L I N E , 

" Superioress." 

T h e Brothers ' ambulance of Grenel le w a s organized on 
the last of A u g u s t , under the military authorities, as a 
branch of the G r o s Cai l lou hospital. T h e number of sol-
diers admitted into this ambulance was 680. T h e f o r t y w h o 
died whilst the B r o t h e r s were in c h a r g e , all received the 
last sacraments. Most of those cured made their peace with 
G o d before leaving the house. 



A soldier, named B l a n c A d r i e n , arr ived at the ambulance 

about the middle of S e p t e m b e r ; he w a s attacked by the 

black small-pox. In a f e w d a y s he was r e d u c e d to the last 

extremity , hav ing lost all bodi ly strength. " T h e r e is noth-

ing more to be done," said D r . A u d h o u i ; " this pat ient 's 

b o d y is in such a state of putrefact ion, that in t w e l v e hours 

he will have ceased to l ive ." T h e B r o t h e r in c h a r g e of the 

patient insisted on k n o w i n g if something else could not be 

tried. " I tell y o u he is a lready in a hopeless state. N o t h -

ing would be of any use," replied the d o c t o r ; but he add-

ed : " Still , if any one had the c o u r a g e to pierce all the 

pustules, and a f t e r w a r d s wash him l ight ly with water, he 

m i g h t possibly recover. B u t I doubt it." 

T h e B r o t h e r at once hastened to make a little bistoury, as 

thin as possible. In a f e w minutes he went to work, h a v i n g 

no opposition f rom the patient, w h o was perfect ly insensible. 

T h e witnesses of this tedious operation appeared astonished 

at the devot ion of the heroic religious. A soldier exc la imed 

in admiration, " I would not do that w o r k for 100 f rancs an 

hour ! " " A n d I," said the B r o t h e r Infirmarian, " would not 

do it for a million ; but for G o d ' s sake I do it with pleas-

ure ! " T h e disciple of the Venerable D e L a Sal le si lences 

in himself all the suggest ions of natural r e p u g n a n c e ; he de-

votes himself for G o d and his fe l lowmen. Blanc A d r i e n 

recovered ; d u r i n g his Convalescence the d o c t o r of ten re-

minded him that he o w e d his life to the c o u r a g e of the 

B r o t h e r Infirmarian. T h e poor fe l low needed no reminder 

of the f a c t ; he s h o w e d himself truly sensible of his obl iga-

tion to the charitable religious. 

In the B u l l i e r ambulance, established by the militar}' 

authorities, e leven Brothers entered as nurses. A l t e r a w h i l e 

this ambulance became so exposed to d a n g e r f rom the shells 
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of the besiegers, that it was found necessary to r e m o v e it to 
the m e a d o w s of St. G e r m a i n l ' A u x e r r o i s . T h i s ambulance 
was closed on the 8th of March. A b o u t 500 sick and wound-
ed were there attended by the Brothers , and some forty 
prepared f o r death. 

In what was called the Irish ambulance of the Press com-
mittee, so called because it was opened in the Irish C o l l e g e , 
the B r o t h e r s were in c h a r g e , and s h o w e d themselves truly 
admirable in g e n e r o u s sel f-devotedness and heroic charity. 

In this ambulance, B r o t h e r Berr ier died a m a r t y r to the 
serv ice of the sick and wounded. F o r ful lv four or five 
months he remained, at the peril of his life, in a fever ward 
where the patients would have no other but him to attend 
them. H e sank at last under the disease he had so often com-
bated m others. H e received H o l y C o m m u n i o n with g r e a t 
fervor and peace, and died m u r m u r i n g the s w e e t name of Je-
sus. D e a r B r o t h e r Berr ier was lamented by all. T h e patients 
mourned for one w h o had so* tenderly nursed them. T h e 
doctors w e r e loud in praise of a B r o t h e r w h o was, they said, 
G o d - l i k e in his chari ty ; theadministrator of the Irish founda-
tions wished his name to have an honored place in the annals 
of the s iege of Paris. 

T h e fo l lowing ambulances of Paris were also served by the 

B r o t h e r s : that of T o u r n e f o r t , established in the house of the 

L a d i e s of M e r c y ; that o f the Société des Dépôts et de Comptes-

Courants; the ambulance de la Paix; that of Notre Dame de 

la Plaisance, and that of the Ministère de la Justice P lace 

Vendôme. In that of St. Nicholas dTssy. some remarkable 

occurrences took place. On the 18th of March, l iberty, honor 

law, and institutions fell into the hands of the men w h o had 

assumed p o w e r ; it was the reign of cr ime in idiocv, and ha-

tred m fear. O n the 1st of May , the St. N i c h o l a s house was 



invaded by the Federalists. T h e B r o t h e r s sent the boarders 

home ; the shells fired from the surrounding heights render-

ed the place untenantable. T h e infirmary, converted into an 

ambulance, rece ived o v e r one hundred and fifty men of the 

national g u a r d , w h o were taken to Paris a f ter the first dress-

ing. T h e g r a n d hall became an amphitheatre ; a g r e a t num-

ber of dead w e r e exposed there. T h e " D e f e n d e r s of the 

R e p u b l i c , " then the 64th, i 7 2 d , and 248th battalions, succes-

s ive ly l o d g e d in the establishment. A n o t h e r battalion also 

came there, but had to fly before the r e g u l a r arm v. T h e 

B r o t h e r s boarded the staff and prepared the food for the 

c o m m o n Federalists. T h o s e wretches established a maga-

zine of p o w d e r and projecti les in the cellars. T h e y carried 

off mattresses, bolsters, and coverlets , which were n e v e r seen 

to the house was l ikewise 
stolen in the name of the C o m m u n e . 

In the Press ambulances established in other parts of the 
c i ty , the B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian S c h o o l s left t o u c h i n g 
memories of Cathol ic zeal and char i ty . D a y and night they 
attended the sick with u n w e a r y i n g care, and that perfect 
self-devotedness w h i c h is characterist ic of their O r d e r , and a 
part of their v e r y life. 



C H A P T E R V i l i . 

T H E L O N G C H A M P S P A V I L I O N S . 

It was on the 19th of January that the L o n g c h a m p s Pa-

vilions were placed at the disposal of the Press ambulances. 

M. R i c o r d , c h a r g e d with the entire organizat ion, at once 

asked B r o t h e r Phi l ippe f o r a considerable number of B r o t h -

ers to act as nurses, and he himself presided at their installa-

tion. T h e g r e a t hospital was but a short t ime unoccupied. 

B r o t h e r Exuperien, D i r e c t o r of N o v i c e s in Paris, was placed 

in c h a r g e as chief manager . 

T h e natural kindness of the B r o t h e r s made them soon gain 

the conf idence of the sick. W h o could resist re l ig ious so 

gent le and charitable ? T h e B r o t h e r s were to the sick w h a t 

the A p o s t l e s w e r e to the first Christians. Dr. R i c o r d , w h e n 

d o i n g the honors of the ambulance to visitors, never failed 

to pay a tr ibute to the merit of his infirmarians. " T h e 

B r o t h e r s have done e v e r y t h i n g f o r us," he would say ; " with-

out them w e could not have done half so much g o o d , even 

with double the staff we have." 

A B r o t h e r once asked him w h e t h e r things were g o i n g on to 

his satisfaction. " M y dear B r o t h e r , " he answered in the 

kindest tone, " y o u do much more than we expected. Y o u r 

devotedness surprises us. A h ! there is in the rel ig ious sen-

timent a strength, an elevation, a g r a n d e u r , that subdues and 

astonishes me." 

D r . D e m a r q u a y spoke in 110 less f lattering terms. " W h a t 
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should w e have done without the B r o t h e r s ? " he exc la imed. 
" It is they w h o have enabled us to do g o o d on so vast a 
scale." 

The work at L o n g c h a m p s was laborious by d a y , but it was 

m u c h more so by night. Many of the wounded required un-

ceasing care. Y e t all these duties, painful as they might be, 

were faithful ly discharged. It was consol ing to the B r o t h e r 

D i r e c t o r to find, in his n ight ly rounds, all his B r o t h e r s at 

their p o s t : this one w a t c h i n g by the bedside of a w o u n d e d 

man, that one p r a y i n g for the soldiers ; here, another attend-

ing to the stoves ; all ready , at the first signal, to hasten to 

any patient w h o might require their assistance. 

T h e number of the wounded, the a r r a n g e m e n t of the wards, 

the concourse of intel l igent and d e v o t e d men, a l lowed many 

things to be done at L o n g c h a m p s that would have been 

difficult, or even impracticable, e lsewhere. T o instruct and 

i m p r o v e the moral condition of the soldiers, while amusing 

them, conferences were held at L o n g c h a m p s , at which all the 

wounded w h o were able to do so regular ly attended. M. 

de la G r a n g e r i e , secretary-genera l of the Press ambulances, 

k indly undertook to g i v e lectures, t w i c e a week , on the 

history of France . . . . O t h e r discourses on N a t u r a l His-

t o r y , Industry, Travels , etc., were successful ly g iven, to 

the g r e a t satisfaction of the n u m e r o u s staff of the L o n g -

c h a m p s ambulance, and also that of D e c a m p street, w h o 

asked permission to be present on these occasions. Nu-

merous g a m e s were also introduced by the Brothers , e v e r 

anxious to cheer and amuse the convalescents . 

T h e soldiers showed themselves re l ig iously disposed. A t 

their request, the hospital rule was enforced in the ambulance. 

M o r n i n g and evening, before and after meals, a short p r a y e r 

was said aloud by a Brother in e v e r y w a r d ; all the wound-

ed joined, and not the sl ightest i r reverence was e v e r shown. 

On S u n d a y , holy Mass was said at the most convenient 

hour. T h o s e a b l e to rise, never failed to be present. It 

was t o u c h i n g to see those poor, infirm men, with their 

crutches , their arms in a sl ing, their heads bandaged, pray-

i n g calmly in the holy place, f o l l o w i n g the serv ice with in-

terest, and jo in ing with f e r v o r in the hymns that were sung. 

Dr. R i c o r d , on witnessing the scene, was d e e p l y moved. 

" O h how beautiful is religion !" he exclaimed ; " what a 

comfort ing and s a v i n g influence it exerc ises on souls ! If 

M o t t u were here now, he would not be so ready to take 

d o w n the cruci f ix . " 

W h e n the insurrection of M a r c h iSth broke out, the L o n g -

c h a m p s Pav ilions contained 500, between sick, wounded and 

convalescents. T h e Press committee found itself in a v e r y 

embarrassing and crit ical position, by the installation in the 

H o t e l de V i l l e of a usurping and criminal p o w e r . Dr. 

R icord was e n j o y i n g a few d a y s of well-earned rest in the 

country . In his absence, his friend, D r . D e m a r q u a y , had 

taken c h a r g e , and he j u d g e d it best to continue at L o n g -

champs, even under the inauspicious re ign of the C o m m u n e , 

the charitable mission of the Press. 

T h e vict ims of this fratricidal war , and most of their rela-

tives, cherished the strongest prejudices against the Broth-

ers. S o m e said : " T h e y will g i v e us u p to the Versai l l i s ts ; 

they wil l put us in prison ; " others : " T h e y ' l l make us g o to 

confession ; they wil l take no care of us." N u m e r o u s com-

plaints w e r e carried to the C o m m u n e ; spies on spies were 

sent, and investigation after investigation made. A t last the 

truth b r o k e on those darkened eyes, and the Communists be-

g a n to do just ice to the heroic nurses of the sick and the 

wounded. B y patience, kindness, and charity, the B r o t h e r s 



disarmed their enemies, their d e t r a c t o r s ; their great pol icy 

consisted in the fulfilment of the G o s p e l p r e c e p t : " D o g o o d 

to all." Thjs most fanatical Communis ts w e r e the object of 

the greates t care, the most del icate attention. Esteem and 

affection soon replaced distrust and hatred. S t r a n g e to say, 

not only the pr ivate g u a r d s m e n , but the off icers and com-

manders shared these sentiments of grat i tude and admiration 

for the d e v o t e d Brothers . 

In the first d a y s of Apri l , some half score of off icers of the 

C o m m u n e visited the L o n g c h a m p s ambulance. T h e y in-

spected the several pavil ions with an air of g r e a t authority 

In one w a r d nearly full of national g u a r d s , the commander 

of the party found himself face to face with one of his com-

rades : " D o you want a n y t h i n g ? " " M y d e a r sir," said the 

man in the bed, " w e are all of opinion here that w e w o u l d 

not be so well taken care of a n y w h e r e else." A l l the others 

declared the s a m e ; the agent of the municipal authorit ies 

had to b o w to the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r in token of satisfaction. 

S o m e d a y s after, Citizen Ostyn, a member of the C o m m u n e , 

went l ikewise on a visit of inspection to L o n g c h a m p s . H e 

saw the o r d e r and cleanliness of e v e r y t h i n g , and heard the 

unanimous testimony of all the Nat ional G u a r d s in favor of 

the Brothers . 

A major of Montmartre, wounded in both legs, asked to 

speak with him. " Cit izen," said he, in a loud voice, in pres-

ence of D r . D e m a r q u a y , M. de la G r a n g e r i e , and several 

others, " I have to complain." E v e r y one looked astonished. 

" O f what ? " demanded Ostyn. " T h e Brothers are too g o o d 

to u s ; they spoil us. T h e i r kindness and attention are be-

yond all bounds." H e a r i n g the same testimony from all, 

' Cit izen O s t y n was compelled to thank the B r o t h e r s for their 

care of the patients, without regard to opinions. A l a s ! here 

below nothing but misery is complete. O n the 18th of A p r i l , 

the dear re l ig ious were to rece ive the reward of their zeal. 

T h e y were ordered to quit the L o n g c h a m p s ambulance. 

" N o more priests ! no more rel ig ious ! " such was the c r y of 

the hydra . T h e churches were profaned, the ministers of 

the altar imprisoned. G o d was to be torn from the hearts 

of the people, in order to g o v e r n them b e t t e r ; say rather, 

that they might be tyrannized o v e r more easily. Litt le did 

t h e y care f o r their welfare, or their comfort. A f t e r hav ing 

forbidden the B r o t h e r s entrance to the schools, they next 

d r o v e them from the bedside of the sick and wounded. T h e 

B r o t h e r s that had watched o v e r them so faithfully, so ten-

der ly , that had soothed and l ightened their darkest hours, 

and by their devotedness had led them again to health, or, 

when they were to die, smoothed their passage to eternity ! 

N o w o n d e r the expulsion of these holy, self-sacrificing men 

f rom the L o n g c h a m p s ambulance t h r e w all the patients, 

especial ly the Federals , into the utmost consternation. A l l 

w e r e u r g e n t in their entreaties that the B r o t h e r s might be 

restored to them. Petit ions were s igned in e v e r y ward. It 

w a s curious to see men, so recently the s u p p o r t e r s and de-

fenders of an anti-rel igious cause, d e m a n d i n g the assistance 

of those w h o served them in the name of religion. 

K n o w i n g that Citizen Roussel , delegated to the ambu-

lances, had broken all the cruci f ixes in other ambulances, it 

was t h o u g h t wise to take a w a y those of L o n g c h a m p s , fearing 

to p r o v o k e an odious profanation. T h e C o m m u n e turned a 

deaf ear to the threats and entreaties of their own sick and 

wounded at L o n g c h a m p s . A Gar ibaldian of very advanced 

opinions would not remain at L o n g c h a m p s af ter the Broth-

ers ' expulsion. H e had himself at once removed to the am-

bulance of the G r a n d Orient. Interesting himself in three 



y o u n g B r o t h e r s w h o had been extremely kind to him, he 
resolved to facil itate their escape from Paris. Unable to 
wri te himself, he dictated a letter addressed to the commis-
sary of the Menilmontant district. T h e letter had its effect. 
T h e commissary g a v e the passport necessary for leav ing 
P a n s . T h e three protégés of the grateful Gar ibaldian suc-
ceeded in g e t t i n g safely a w a y from the city, which was then 
but a vast prison, soon to become a field of s laughter. 

R e l i g i o u s serv ice was suspended in L o n g c h a m p s from the 
0 f M a r c h t ü l 23d of M a y . D u r i n g that t ime, how 

many wounded appeared before G o d ! A l m o s t all these men 
w o u l d have died a Christ ian death, had they been cared for 
by the Brothers . 

T e n other ambulances in Paris had no other nurses, no 
other attendants, than the w o r t h y sons of the Venerable D e 
L a Salle. N o suffering was too g r e a t f o r them to relieve, no 
act of devotedness went beyond their will. T h e s e w e r e the 
incomparable men w h o m the Communists s t rove to banish 
f rom the schools and the camps. T o break the harmony of 
soc ie ty with rel igion, is to deny the natural instinct of the 
heart, and to reach, by the deification of man, the last ex-
treme of human folly. T h e y w h o k n o w not how to invoke 
G o d , end, sooner or later, by being the slaves of a despot • it 
is f o r atheistical people that tyrants are made. " If a nation 
wishgs to be free ," says D e T o c q u e v i l l e , " it must have belief • 
and if it have not faith, it must serve." 

A r e m a r k a b l e cure was effected in the L o n g c h a m p s ambu-

lance, t h r o u g h the intercession of the V e n e r a b l e Jean B a p -

tiste D e L a Salle. A y o u n g soldier, terr ib ly wounded, was 

b r o u g h t to the a m b u l a n c e ; at first his case seemed to 

progress f a v o r a b l y ; then g r a v e s y m p t o m s set in, and the 

surgeons g a v e up all hope of saving him. O n e of them said 

nothing short of a miracle could cure him, and, he added, he 
had never seen one performed. A Brother , s tanding at the 
patient's bed, heard the remark. T h e w o r d miracle roused 
his faith. H e had a filial reverence for the F o u n d e r of his 
O r d e r . « W h o k n o w s , " t h o u g h t he, " b u t P r o v i d e n c e may 
have b r o u g h t this about in order to manifest anew the p o w e r 
and g l o r y of that g r e a t servant of G o d ? " F r o m the back of 
a picture he g o t a piece of the habit of his blessed Father. 
W i t h this precious relic, he went to the patient, and whi le 
he told him that human science admitted itself p o w e r l e s s to 
save him, still he bel ieved he might be cured. " G o d is the 
master of science and of l ife," he said. " H e sometimes 
g r a n t s to his Saints the p o w e r of raising the dead, and of 
br inging back to life and health those whom men despaired 
of saving. H a v e confidence in o u r blessed F a t h e r ; he has 
a lready w r o u g h t miracles, and w e are all g o i n g to beg of him 
t o w o r k one for y o u . " 

T h e patient listened with attention, and was most wi l l ing 

to place himself under the protect ion of the patron of youth . 

H e piously received the last sacraments, and put all his trust 

in heaven. T h e prec ious rel ic w a s applied to his wounds. 

S o o n after he sank into a refreshing sleep. D u r i n g the 

night the B r o t h e r s faithful ly p r a y e d and w a t c h e d o v e r him. 

T h e next morning the doctors w e r e amazed at the change 

in his condition. A l l the threatening s y m p t o m s were g o n e 

and he was pronounced out of danger . B y the time the 

novena w h i c h the B r o t h e r s made for him was finished, he 

was able to be up. Fil led with profound grat i tude to the 

V e n e r a b l e Jean Baptiste D e La Salle, he returned cured to 

his family, on the v e r y d a y the B r o t h e r s were expelled from 

L o n g c h a m p s by the C o m m u n e ! 



C H A P T E R I X . 

T H E P R O V I N C E S . A M B U L A N C E S O F T H E B O A R D I N G S C H O O L S 

A N D N O V I T I A T E S . * 

I.—Lyons. 

On the 14th of October , the B r o t h e r s of the boarding-

school of L y o n s opened, in their establishment of the Laza-

rists, an ambulance of more than one hundred beds, which 

remained in operation for something o v e r seven months. 

T h i s ambulance might be considered a branch of the military 

hospital. S i x hundred and ninety-eight soldiers were taken 

care of in it. A portion of the expense was defrayed by the 

Rel ie f Committee , but the greater part of the burden fell 

on the boarding-school. T h e r e , as e lsewhere , the B r o t h e r s 

g a v e their services g r a t u i t o u s l y , d i s c h a r g i n g e v e r y duty re-

quired of them with the greatest fidelity and eff ic iency. 

T h r e e of them fell i l l ; and one, the holy B r o t h e r Parace, 

a f t e r w a r d s died of complicated pleuro-pneumonia, b r o u g h t 

on by his exhaust ing labor in the ambulance. 

Of the t w e n t y soldiers w h o died there, not one refused the 

last sacraments, and there was a funeral serv ice f o r each in 

the school chapel, at which the chaplain officiated. Mass 

was said e v e r y S u n d a y in the ambulance hall, all the patients 

assisting. A l m o s t all rece ived the S c a p u l a r ; t h e y w e r e hap-

py to have beads, crosses and medals. It is the prayers of 

* W e class under this head all the ambulances in which the Brothers furnished 
bedding. 

the victims, united to the merit of their sacrifice, which ob-

tain f o r nations the g r a c e of be ing regenerated by the bap-

tism of blood. 

Meanwhi le , the red flag was hoisted on the C i t y H a l l of 

Lyons. T h e d e m a g o g u e s would fain dethrone G o d in the 

R o m e of the Gauls . T h e Brothers , notwithstanding their 

patriotism and devotedness, were t w e l v e times summoned 

to g i v e up their house; the D i r e c t o r of the boarding-school , 

Brother Jean Imbert , withstood them all with a f irmness 

that was w o r t h y of all praise. H i s ambulance, just ly con-

sidered the first in Lyons, was the material means used by 

P r o v i d e n c e to defeat the projects of the enemies of religion. 

O n the 15th of M a y , B r o t h e r Jean Imbert received a letter 

of thanks for his valuable co-operation, from the vice-presi-

dent of the Rel ief Commit tee , in the name of all the members. 

11.— Toulouse. 

O n the 2d of D e c e m b e r the B r o t h e r s of Toulouse , wi thout 

interrupting their classes, esteemed themselves happy in be-

ing placed at the head of t w o ambulances, one of seventy beds 

in the Novi t iate , the other 111 the spacious dormitor ies of St. 

Joseph's boarding-school . T h e former continued in opera-

tion till the 1 i th of M a r c h , and rece ived 183 soldiers. Six-

novices were c h a r g e d with the service of the wards, others 

c o m i n g to their aid when c ircumstances required it. 

T h e rel ig ious sentiment was remarkable amongst those 

brave soldiers. A t Chr is tmas a g r e a t number went of their 

o w n a c c o r d to confession, and received H o l y C o m m u n i o n at 

the midnight Mass. T w o , w h o were unable to rise, b e g g e d 

the chaplain to b r i n g them the H o l y Communion. 

N i n e soldiers died in this ambulance, all of whom, with 

e d i f y i n g piety , received the last sacraments. T h e death of 



a veteran named Jacques Antoine Proust , of the oth art i l lerv 
deserves special mention. ' ' 

T h i s w o r t h y soldier was in his fifty-sixth y e a r ; after an 
honorable service of several years, he had ret.red on a pen-
sion to his native place, a small town of L a V e n d é e w h e r e 
having also a situation as under-steward in a hospital hé 
lived in peace and comfort. N o sooner did he hear how 
ever, of the war with Prussia, than his b r a v e heart throbbed 
with the martial a r d o r of former days. Cons ider ing neither 
his decl ining y e a r s nor his premature infirmities, the effect 
of former hardships, he thought only of being useful t o his 
country , and took service again as a volunteer, g i v i n g u p his 
situation and also his pension. B u t he soon found himself 
unequal to the r u g g e d life men lead in t ime of war H e had 
scarcely jo ined his regiment at T o u l o u s e when-he was pros-
trated by an illness to which he had l o n g been at times sub-
ject . 

C o n v e y e d to the Novi t ia te ambulance, he s h o w e d himself 
beyond all others, a man of order , d u t y and faith, a true son 
of L a V e n d é e . 

His fine qualities soon obtained for M. P r o u s t g r e a t in flu 
ence a m o n g the other patients, all of w h o m loved him, and 
called him by the endearing name o f " fa ther ." 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g all the care bestowed upon him, his mala-

dy g r e w w o r s e from day to d a y , and it soon became appar-

ent that the c los ing scene w a s d r a w i n g near. Thencefor th 

he t h o u g h t only of the g r e a t w o r k of prepar ing for eternity 

A l t h o u g h he had been one of the first to approach the hol'v 

table at Christmas, he wished to make a general confession 

for which he prepared himself with the greates t care. A f t e r 

his confession, he had no other wish than that of meet ing his 

G o d . H e ceased not to manifest this desire either by w o r d s 

or signs, expressive of the burning love that filled his ardent 

soul. W h e n the chaplain b r o u g h t him the H o l y Viat icum, 

his faith appeared in all its lustre. Oppressed and enfeebled 

as he was, he would not remain on his couch. H e had to be 

placed in an arm-chair in the middle of the hall. 

C l o t h e d in his uniform, and almost in the death-agony, 

he awaited the Desired of his heart. T h e B r o t h e r Infirma-

rians were making some little preparations for the supreme 

rite. " I do not deserve that," said he, faintly. " B u t it is for 

the g o o d G o d w h o is c o m i n g to y o u , " said a Brother. " O h , 

for G o d , " said he, we can never do e n o u g h . " 

In presence of the D i v i n e Eucharist , Jacques Proust mus-

tered his last remains of s trength to ask pardon of his com-

rades f o r any bad example or any offence he might have 

g i v e n them. On his part, he f o r g a v e every one from his 

heart. W h e n the priest, raising the Host , said, " Behold the 

L a m b of G o d , " his love prevai led o v e r the weakness of his 

b o d y : he rose with an a r d o r almost miraculous, made a step 

f o r w a r d , holding his e y e s fixed upon his Sav iour , and pros-

trated himself on the g r o u n d , str iking his breast, and c lasping 

his hands as if to embrace his B e l o v e d : " C o m e , Div ine 

Jesus," he exclaimed, " c o m e , take my soul to the communion 

of thy saints ! " 

T e a r s w e r e streaming from e v e r y e y e dur ing this affect ing 

scene. F r o m this moment, neither the heart nor the mind 

of Proust had aught to do with earthly things. A f t e r a long 

thanksgiv ing , he requested the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r to recite 

aloud the p r a y e r s for the d y i n g . T h e novices and all the 

convalescent soldiers knelt around the bed of the d y i n g man. 

T h e prayers w e r e hardly ended, he himself jo ining in heart, 

when, a f ter kiss ing the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r ' s hand, the brave 

V e n d e a n looked at the s o r r o w i n g fr iends around him, point-



ed u p w a r d s to heaven, as t h o u g h appointing a r e n d e z v o u s 

there, and calmly slept in the L o r d . 

St. Joseph's ambulance remained in operation from the 2d 

of D e c e m b e r till the 4th of M a r c h ; it r e c e i v e d 234 sick and 

wounded. T h o s e poor y o u n g men, harassed with fighting, 

marching and counter-marching, and suf fer ing much f rom 

the severe cold to which they had been exposed, a r r i v e d 

w o r n out w i t h fat igue. W h a t they wanted more than food 

was rest. A t s ight of the clean white beds w h i c h had been 

prepared for them, t h e y w e r e re jo iced, and deemed them-

selves h a p p y in having fallen into the Brothers ' hands. T h e 

D i r e c t o r of the ambulance, B r o t h e r H e c t o r , soon gained the 

hearts of all the patients by his e v e r watchful care and un-

ceasing devotedness to their c o m f o r t and improvement . 

B r o t h e r Jécoméne rendered most important serv ices in the 

ambulance by his rare ability and g r e a t skil l in at tending the 

sick. T h r o u g h his admirable treatment, the arm of a former 

pupil of the B r o t h e r s in Marsei l les was saved, a f ter Dr. 

Molinier had dec ided that i t must be amputated. 

T h e ambulance of the A g r i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y was g i v e n in 

c h a r g e to the Brothers . It was opened on the 23d of .De-

cember. In it three hundred and nine sick and w o u n d e d 

were cared for. 

M. Carrére , reporter of the managing commit tee of the 

ambulances, thus expressed himself on the subject : — 

" T o the g r e a t credit of the Christ ian B r o t h e r s , it may be 

said that none of those w h o w e r e snatched from us by death 

were taken unawares ; prepared by the venerable and holy 

B r o t h e r j o s e p h , the last hour of those b r a v e y o u n g men was a 

subject of t o u c h i n g edification." T h e A g r i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y , on 

the report of the commission, passed a vote oi thanks to the 

Brothers . T h e ambulance closed on the 13th of Apr i l , 1871. 



T h e F o u n d r y ambulance was also in c h a r g e of the Broth-

ers. Canon Duilh6, of St. Projet , d i rec tor of the w o r k , in a 

report to the ladies of Toulouse and the A r c h b i s h o p , express-

ed himself in the fo l lowing terms : — 

" W e have done our best to p r o v i d e for the corporal wants 

of o u r dear wounded, but w e have never forgot ten to g i v e 

the first place in o u r t h o u g h t s to their spir i tual needs. W e 

k n e w heal ing the w o u n d s of the soul does not hurt those of 

the b o d y ; that, on the contrary , science, j o i n i n g hands with 

rel igion by the sick-bed, is exalted in its curat ive powers. 

N o t h i n g is more consoling in this respect than the w o r k in 

Toulouse . T h e rel ig ious establishments have been the first 

to consecrate their d well ings, their means, their time, to the 

care of the sick and wounded. T h e y have imposed h e a v y 

sacrifices upon themselves. Need I say that in such asy lums 

e v e r y nurse is an apostle ? 

" A t the v e r y moment when people were talking of pro-

scr ibing them, the B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian Schools , not con-

tent with c o n v e r t i n g their principal res idence into a hos-

pital, were transforming themselves, at the first call, into 

model infirmarians." 

A s may be seen, the B r o t h e r s of T o u l o u s e shrank from no 

sacrifice, and their patriotism, like their devotedness, was 

equal to e v e r y e m e r g e n c y . A n d to think that, in such cir-

cumstances, the members of the municipal commission issued 

a w a r r a n t of proscript ion against these same Brothers , as 

being of no use in society ! 

L a w , l iberty, the wishes of families, the dearest interests of 

y o u t h , were trampled under foot by the magistrates of T o u -

louse. In their revol t against G o d and h i f m a n i t j , they 

respected nothing ,—nei ther services rendered, nor r ights 

acquired, nor freedom of conscience. T h e municipal govern-



ment of T o u l o u s e had a l w a y s honored the d e v o t e d n e s s 
of the B r o t h e r s ; but these violent demolishers could not live 
wi thout breaking the venerable traditions which make na-
tions great . W h a t did they care for honor, just ice o r grat i -
tude ? the r ights of the people, or the welfare of the 
country ? 

Ill.—Dijon. 

D u r i n g the fight at Dijon, on the 30th of October , the flag 

of the G e n e v a convention, hoisted o v e r the B r o t h e r s ' board-

ing-school , became, as it were, the signal of hope f o r many 

families, w h o b r o u g h t their chi ldren and old people thither. 

T h e fearful roar of the cannon was no longer heard. T h e 

c i ty had surrendered. 

T h e very e v e n i n g of the battle, soldiers and national 

guards , dangerously wounded, were b r o u g h t to the Broth-

ers ' ambulance, which, from that d a y f o r w a r d , was never 

without wounded to take care of. O n e of the greatest diffi-

cult ies was to p r o v i d e food for the patients in the ambulance , 

for thirty boarders w h o remained in the house, besides all 

the externs. Provis ions w e r e b e c o m i n g scarce ; the sharp-

shooters let none pass in, and the Prussians took care that 

none went out of the c i ty . A l l around Di jon , fighting occur-

red almost daily. T h u s , there was a t ime when the nu-

merous inmates of the boarding-school were in actual want. 

S o m e fr iends lent w h e a t to B r o t h e r Pol-de-L6on, and as 

soon as he could g e t out, he hastened off in search of pro-

visions, notwithstanding the sever i ty of the weather and the 

unsettled state of affairs. It was on one of these expedit ions 

that he was made prisoner at Sombernon. A f t e r some little 

de lay , he succeeded in obtaining his release. 

T h e Garibaldians w e r e very n u m e r o u s in the Brothers ' 

ambulance. L ike the T u r c o s , t h e y were all a little discon-
certed at first at finding themselves in a re l ig ious house ; but 
they were so well cared for by the B r o t h e r s that their 
astonishment soon g a v e w a y , and they contemplated h a v i n g 
all the Gar ibaldians b r o u g h t to the Brothers ' house. T h i s 
project was in part executed. 

T h e c o n d u c t of the B r o t h e r s in the ambulances and on the 
field opened the eyes of many. People b e g a n to appreciate 
them at their real value. T h e i r praise was on e v e r y lip ; it 
was b e g i n n i n g to be understood that rel igion is the source 
of true devotedness. 

F i v e hundred patients, of all nations, of e v e r y class, and of 
all grades , had been treated in the Brothers ' ambulance . It 
remained in operation f rom the 26th of A u g u s t till the 15th 
of M a r c h . 

T h e zeal of the B r o t h e r s of D i j o n extended to ambulances 

out of their o w n ci ty . T h e f o l l o w i n g fact deserves special 

mention : A t Beaune an ambulance had been established f o r 

small-pox patients, w h o required not only a hospital, but 

certain cares that no one dared g i v e them. T h e magistrates 

of the town b e g g e d the Brothers to take c h a r g e of it. Broth-

er R o m b l e , a zealous and c o u r a g e o u s man, cheer fu l ly accept-

ed the d a n g e r o u s post. W i t h some of his brethren he has-

tened to the relief of the small-pox patients. T h e g o o d G o d 

doubly blessed them. N o t only did they cure, with one 

single except ion, e v e r y patient, but their o w n health n e v e r 

suffered in the least. 

IV.—Chalons-snr- Sadne. 

T h e Brothers of Chalons-sur-Saone served four stationary 
ambulances d u r i n g the war : — 

1. T h e Brothers ' ambulance in their boarding-school , 



Minim street. T h i s ambulance had fifty-five beds and was 

in operation f o r about seven months. It received 332 sick 

and wounded patients. 

2. T h e c o l l e g e ambulance contained fifty beds, but was 

only t w o months in operation, from the 16th of N o v e m b e r 

till the 16th of January . T w o or three Brothers , assisted 

d u r i n g the day by hospital nuns, took care of one hundred 

and ninety-e ight sick and wounded. 

3. T h e Sisters of N e v e r s ' ambulance. T w o or three 

Brothers , assisted by a f e w of the Sisters of N e v e r s , tended 

one hundred and forty-s ix patients. T h i s ambulance, con-

taining forty beds, was still open on the 10th of March. 

4. T h e Dominican ambulance, established in the domici le 

of the cloistered re l ig ious of that O r d e r . S i x t y - t w o sick and 

wounded soldiers were there cared for b y the Brothers , and 

a few of the nuns. T h i s ambulance, commenced w h e n that 

of the co l lege closed, was open till the middle of March. 

T h e soldiers w h o died in these ambulances rece ived the last 

sacraments with the best dispositions. 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the labors of the B r o t h e r s in at tending 

the soldiers, their classes in Chalons, t h o u g h reduced one-

half, were never discontinued. It is needless t o say that the 

B r o t h e r s performed their serv ices nobly , and left a g r a t e f u l 

remembrance in the hearts of the people. 

V.—Orléans. 

O n the 7th of A u g u s t , the boarding-school of O u r L a d y of 

Nazareth , in Orléans, was placed at the disposal of the Pre-

fect of the Loiret , to be converted into an ambulance. T h e 

Brothers ' offer being accepted, patients were f o r t h w i t h sent, 

and b y the 5th of D e c e m b e r one hundred and thirty-one 

beds were occupied. 

T h e ambulance remained open till the 25th of March, 1871. 
T h e total number of patients treated was 250, of w h o m 130 
were Germans. T h e house furnished all the bedding, and, 
from the 13th of O c t o b e r till the 8th of D e c e m b e r , boarded 
all the patients at its o w n expense. T h e B r o t h e r s did all the 

hospital duty themselves. T h e y lost only seven w o u n d e d , 
five F r e n c h m e n and t w o Germans. 

A f t e r the evacuat ion of Orléans by the Bavarians, the 
military authorities asked some B r o t h e r s of the boarding-
school community to conduct the Gendarmerie ambulance. 
T h e y found the ambulance in the most deplorable condition. 
T h e y had to re-organize it entirely. T h e B r o t h e r s c h a r g e d 
with this task w o r k e d wonders, and made a model ambulance. 

Seven Brothers from the St. Bonose community w e r e em-
ployed in various ambulances for the space of four months. 
T h e B r o t h e r s of the parish of St. Martin d 'Ol ivet , near Or-
léans, also took care of the wounded in their house. 

V1.—Dreux. 

F o r eighteen d a y s of A u g u s t and September, St. Peter 's 
boarding-school in D r e u x l o d g e d 225 soldiers of the 51st of 
the Line. A b o u t the end of September , an ambulance, of 
which Brother Apol lonis was Director , was established in " 
the house. T h i s ambulance continued in operation till the 
25th of March, under the title of the " International." 

O11 the 20th of N o v e m b e r , three d a y s after the last engage-
ment at D r e u x , there were in it one hundred wounded. T h e 
importance of this house increased. T h e Prussians respect-
ed it. N e i g h b o r s and friends there hid any valuables w h i c h 
they feared to keep at home. A b o u t the 1st of D e c e m b e r 
che B r o t h e r s began to t r y to r e c o v e r the F r e n c h convales-
cents f rom the Prussians. T h r o u g h their kindness and 



urbanity they ga ined the g o o d will of the head physician, a 
formidable T e u t o n , w h o was dreaded by all D r e u x . T h e y 
offered him their services for the c o n v e y a n c e of his convales-
cent patients to Versail les. T h e i r offer was g lad ly accepted 
F o u r t imes they went to Versai l les ahd o n œ to N o u d a n with 
the G e r m a n wounded. In token of his grat i tude, the gruff 
d o c t o r agreed not to send the French convalescents in w h o m 
the B r o t h e r s were interested to G e r m a n y . A s they had ear-
n e d the G e r m a n wounded to Versai l les and Noudan, so now 
they b r o u g h t the French convalescents into N o r m a n d v with-
in the French lines. W h o can tell the j o y of these poor sol-
diers at being again restored to their country and friends 
or their grat i tude to their faithful de l iverers? 

V 11.—Marseilles. 

^ B r ° , t l 7 2 i r C C t 0 r ° f t h e boarding-school on the 
St. C h a r l e s R o a d , offered s ixty beds in the first d a y s of Sep-
tember. T h e offer was accepted, and, by the 30th of D e -
cember, all the beds were occupied. S i x Brothers were 
especial ly attached to the ambulance. T h e g o v e r n m e n t al low-
ed one franc p e r day for e v e r y patient. T h i s was, of course 
v e r y insufficient remuneration, but the B r o t h e r s made no 
complaint. T w o chaplains took care of the spiritual welfare 
of the soldiers. Many of them approached the sacraments 
and none died wi thout them. T h e number of patients re-
ceived in this ambulance u P to the month of March was 18? 

A n o t h e r ambulance at Chartreux , Rue Jardin des Plantes 
was also attended by the Christian Brothers . 

V I I I . — Vienne. 

T h e Brothers ' ambulance at V i e n n e (Isère) commenced on 

N o v e m b e r 15th, and closed on the 1st of the fo l lowing Apr i l . 

O n e hundred and eleven sick and w o u n d e d were there 

taken care of. O n l y one soldier died there of typhoid fe-

v e r ; the others all returned t o their several regiments c u r e d . 

T w o B r o t h e r s w e r e e x c l u s i v e l y e m p l o y e d in the ambulance, 

but all the B r o t h e r s be longing to the house assisted when 

their serv ices were required. T h r e e B r o t h e r s were at tack-

ed by the small-pox, t w o of whom died. 

T h e sub-inspecter of the 22d military division w r o t e to the 

B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r as f o l l o w s : — 

" I b e g y o u to a c c e p t my thanks for the g r e a t care y o u 

took of the patients treated in y o u r establishment, and to 

c o n v e y to the B r o t h e r S u b - D i r e c t o r w h o had c h a r g e of the 

ambulance , and also to the B r o t h e r in c h a r g e of the wards, 

the expression of m y grat i tude for the g r e a t kindness s h o w n 

to the soldiers all the t ime y o u r ambulance was in operation. 

" A c c e p t , etc. 

" F o r the Mil i tary Inspector, 

" L . L E F E U V R E , 
" Officer in Command." 

I X . — N i o r t . 

On the ¡3th of D e c e m b e r the B r o t h e r s rece ived forty-

e ight wounded in their ambulance at Niort . Notwithstand-

ing their increased labors, they still continued their school. 

T h e poor soldiers arrived exhausted with fat igue and priva-

tion. T h e y found in the B r o t h e r s the kindest friends, the 

tenderest nurses. W h e n they w e r e able to leave the ambu-

lance, some to return t o the camp, others to g o home to their 

families, they tearful ly bade adieu to those w h o had so 

faithfully watched o v e r them, and promised never to f o r g e t 

the favors they had received. T h e Brothers ' part ing g i f t s 



of crosses, beads, and medals were grateful ly accepted, and 
d o w n to the latest day of life will be fondly cherished. 

" W e have reason to be satisfied," w r o t e the B r o t h e r Di-
r e c t o r of the a m b u l a n c e , " because we did what little w e could 
to p r o m o t e this patriotic w o r k : we would have wished to 
d o more, so as to come a little nearer to the heroic devoted-
ness of which our Brothers in Paris have g iven so magnifi-
cent an example . " 

X . — Villefranche (Rhone). 

T h e B r o t h e r s of Vi l le franche, like their brethren in o ther 

cities, rendered all the serv ices they could. T h e sick and 

w o u n d e d were careful ly attended to, at the same time that 

they still kept up their classes. T h e i r ambulance was open 

from D e c e m b e r 19th till the 31st of March. 

X I . — N a n t e s . 

O n the 2d of N o v e m b e r , some w e e k s af ter the re-opening 

of the classes, fifty sick and wounded were div ided between 

the boarding-school inf irmary and the new bui ldings intend-

ed for the infirmary of the Novit iate . T h o s e t w o ambulances 

w e r e in operation till the 26th of January, and were a g r e a t 

consolation to the Brothers . T h e patients, some sixty in 

number , f o l l o w e d , with e d i f y i n g devot ion, the exercises of a 

retreat g iven to the pupils in the latter part of N o v e m b e r . 

T h e Madeleine ambulance was established in the school 

d irected by the B r o t h e r s in that parish. It opened on the 

7th of N o v e m b e r , r e c e i v e d success ive ly 220 patients, and 

closed on the 10th of M a r c h fo l lowing. 

L e t t e r s of thanks w e r e addressed to the Brother D i r e c t o r 

by the military authorit ies of the c i ty and district. 

X I I . — A v i g n o n , La Motte, etc. 

T h e B r o t h e r s of A v i g n o n organized an ambulance which 

w a s soon filled by the sick and wounded. Most of the pa-

tients were Turcos . T h e i r sergeant, 011 his arr ival in Afr ica , 

w r o t e a most grateful letter to the B r o t h e r Director . T h e 

ambulance received a l together 129 soldiers, not a single one 

of w h o m died. 

T h e ambulance of the boarding-school of L a M o t t e (Savoy) 

began on F e b r u a r y 1st. Of the e ighty-one soldiers treated, 

the greater number had been frozen. S e v e r a l of these p o o r 

y o u n g men, f o r m e r pupils of the B r o t h e r s of Jussey, said to 

their comrades, while being taken to the h o s p i t a l : " O h , we 

• shall be wel l treated t h e r e ! " O n l y t w o died, and these did 

not pass a w a y unprepared. 

O n the 14th of January the c o m m u n i t y house of Caen, 

transformed into an ambulance, rece ived thirty patients. 

T w o or three B r o t h e r s were constantly e n g a g e d in attend-

ing to them. 

T h e free school of the B r o t h e r s of N o l a y (Cote d 'Or) also 

had its ambulance, the patients being chiefly soldiers suffer-

ing f rom cold and hunger. Final ly , we will mention the 

Brothers ' N o r m a l S c h o o l in Auri l lac . T h e members of this 

community furnished, together with the house, their whole 

supply of bedding and cooking utensils for an ambulance, and 

went themselves to take up their quarters in some neighboring 

ruins. 



C H A P T E R X . 

A M B U L A N C E S E S T A B L I S H E D IN V A R I O U S C O M M U N I T I E S . 

I.—Bordeaux. 

In the ambulances mentioned in the p r e c e d i n g chapter, 
the B r o t h e r s furnished the bedding ; in those of w h i c h we 
are about to speak, beds, mattresses, pi l lows, sheets, quilts, 
etc., were sent from outside, e i ther by the relief committees , 
o r by zealous and charitable persons. 

A m b u l a n c e s were established in e v e r y parish of B o r d e a u x 
by the International Commit tee , through the a g e n c y of the 
several pastors. T h e parishes of N o t r e D a m e and Saint 
Seur in combined to g e t up an ambulance, which they quar-
tered in the Christ ian school, Rue de la Trésorerie. It was 
only a hall adjo ining the chapel that was asked by the com-
mittee for the purpose ; but B r o t h e r L e o n a r d u s , D i r e c t o r of 
the house, thinking that the hall had neither l ight nor air 
e n o u g h , g a v e also the chapel f o r the sick and wounded. 
W h e n remonstrated with by some of the commit tee , w h o 
observed that the chapel would be spoiled, B r o t h e r L e o -
nardus insisted that the chapel should be taken for the am-
bulance. 

H a d he acted otherwise, he a f t e r w a r d s wrote , he would 

have feared the displeasure of his divine L o r d , whose mer-

ciful heart would have been pained to have his o w n p o o r 

ones sick and suffering so near his tabernacle, without suffi-

cient l ight or air to facilitate their r e c o v e r y . 
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T h e first w o u n d e d w h o arr ived were covered with mud 

and blood, and most of them g r i e v o u s l y wounded. 

T h e Sisters of C h a r i t y , whose convent was not far from 

the school-house, took charge of the linen, the preparation of 

food, medicine, etc. T h e unhappy vict ims of w a r seemed 

deeply sensible of the cares lavished upon them. It was 

not hard to induce them to say their m o r n i n g and e v e n i n g 

prayers. E v e r y soldier w h o was at all able to do so, as-

sisted r e g u l a r l y at Mass. Rel ig ion sanctified the last mo-

ments of those w h o sank under their wounds, and enabled 

others to bear their pain with a for t i tude that tended greatly 

to their r e c o v e r y . 

O n e poor fe l low, w h o had received a most painful w o u n d 

(a ball having entered his mouth, cut through the tongue, 

and passed out through the lower jaw) , was saved, and even 

his speech restored by long and ceaseless care. H e suffered 

terribly. One evening a Brother , s tooping down, whispered 

in his e a r : " Y o u suffer m u c h ? " H e painfully raised his 

hand t o w a r d s the image of Jesus crucif ied, which hung o v e r 

his bed, as if to say, " H e suffered more still ! " 

T h e mortal remains of those w h o died in the ambulance 

w e r e not carr ied co ld ly or carelessly to their last resting-

place. T h e S o c i e t y of St. V i n c e n t de Paul a l w a y s sent a 

numerous deputation to the funeral of those poor soldiers 

w h o died far a w a y from their home and kindred ; the Broth-

ers also attended their funeral, and the people appeared 

m u c h affected by this last mark of love and respect for the 

lamented defenders of the country . 

T h e Brothers ' ambulance received the most distinguished 

v is i tors ,amongst others, H i s Eminence the Cardinal A r c h -

bishop, and H i s H o n o r the M a y o r . T h e former went to 

e v e r y bed, addressed some kind words to each patient, and 



asked them to pray f o r peace and their speedy restoration to 
their families. B e f o r e retiring, the A r c h b i s h o p knelt on the 
floor of the hall, b e g g i n g of G o d the safety and the resur-
rect ion of France ; he then g a v e fifty francs to the B r o t h e r 
D i r e c t o r , to procure some little de l i cacy for each of the 
patients. 

T h e total number of sick and wounded received in this 
ambulance was 200. It was in operation nearly seven 
months. T h e r e were only seven deaths. 

T h e ambulance of St. Eloi 's Christ ian School , composed of 
thir ty beds, commenced on Chris tmas D a y , 1870, and closed 
on the 26th of Apr i l . It received one hundred and one pa-
tients, e ight of w h o m died, furnished with all the rites of the 
Church. T w o Sisters of C h a r i t y , with some respectable ma-
trons of the c i ty , took care of the wounded. T h e B r o t h e r s 
had c h a r g e of the m a n a g e m e n t , together with the mate-
rials of the ambulance, and had all the responsibi l i ty St 
Eloi 's school-house being large, the classes continued with-
out interruption. 

T h e soldiers loved the company of the B r o t h e r s " A h t" 
said one of them one d a y to B r o t h e r Director , after r e c e i v i r l 
H o l y C o m m u n i o n - " A h ! if w e were a l w a y s amongst peot 
pie like y o u , if we were reminded now and then of o u r duties 
instead of hearing a l w a y s of our rights, we would be much 
better than we are, for the French soldier is a l w a y s g o j 
when leaving home. It is the barracks that spoil him • idle 
ness is a l w a y s there, and vice is pret ty sure to follow. Tho<e 
w h o are Christians hardly dare to show it." 

H i s Eminence the Cardinal A r c h b i s h o p visited this ambu-
lance too, and g a v e the same donation as in the one before 
mentioned. In fact, he visited, in the same w a y , each of the 
s ixty-four ambulances established in the city. 

11. —Mer (Loir-ct- Cher J. 

In S e p t e m b e r , the three class-rooms of the B r o t h e r s 

were converted into an ambulance. T h e first patients ar-

rived on the 22d of the same month. T h e Brothers and Sis-

ters d iv ided between them the labors of the infirmary. T h e 

ambulance flags d r e w t o g e t h e r a mult i tude of f a t i g u e d and 

suffering Frenchmen ; the B r o t h e r s could only rel ieve their 

most press ing wants. Meanwhi le , touched with compassion-

for so much misery, they s o u g h t means to rel ieve a g r e a t 

number of unfortunates : the children's asy lum and the Sis-

ters' school threw open their doors. T h e s e three establish-

ments, be ing close together , formed but one vast ambulance 

under the direction of Brother A l i p i u s ; 200 sick and 

wounded were soon gathered into it. F o u r B r o t h e r s and 

four Sisters had to suffice for all, both day and night. 

T h e fat igue was excessive, the danger imminent in the 

midst o f contagious diseases. B r o t h e r A b e r c i e n Joseph lost 

his life t h r o u g h his chari ty and devotedness. H e was seized 

with the most virulent t y p e of small-pox, so that, f rom the 

very first, all hope of s a v i n g him was abandoned. T w o 

other B r o t h e r s suffered seriously, and the Sisters, one after 

another, had to leave the ambulance for a while. 

W h a t of all this, if they could only h a v e rel ieved e v e r y 

misery ? B u t alas ! even food was wanting f o r the convales-

cents, and had to be b e g g e d f rom d o o r to door, or obtained 

by running hither and thither after some official. D y s e n -

tery, typhoid fever, varioloid, measles, etc., made sad havoc . 

A b o u t the 4th of D e c e m b e r , after the defeat at Orléans, 

the wounded arr ived in g r e a t numbers. F r o m the 7th till 

the 10th they were brought in by the hundred. T h e Broth-

ers k n e w not w h a t t o do with those w h o m it was impossible 



to receive. T h e y dressed their wounds, g a v e them all some 
nourishment, and c o n v e y e d them to the dépôt. 

F r o m the 5 t h to the 15th, they w e r e n ight and d a y with-
out rest. I h e y n e v e r u n d r e s s e d ; the p o o r wounded did 
not leave them time. 1000 soldiers stayed in the ambulance, 
and 5000 at least received passing aid. 

Besides the three establishments above mentioned, there 
was a hall, near the church, especial ly intended for small-
p o x patients. It was under the direction of the B r o t h e r s 
and Sisters. T h e number of deaths in these ambulances was 
about 200. 

T h e chief physician of the 20th H a n o v e r i a n Division hav-

i n g seen the B r o t h e r s of M e r at work, u r g e d B r o t h e r A l i p i u s 

t o accept an appointment as d i rec tor of a hospital in Prussia. 

11 -^-Dunkerque. 

F r o m the 12th of N o v e m b e r till the 20th of F e b r u a r y the 
B r o t h e r s of D u n k e r q u e had c h a r g e of t w o ambulances of 
fifty beds each. T h e y alone attended to the patients, and 
had all the care of the cooking, clothing, cleaning, etc. 

M o t h e r s were employed, w h o rel ieved each other by 
turns, so as not to interfere with the classes ; t w o sat up e v e r y 
night with the patients. 

F o u r hundred and ninety w o u n d e d were rece ived in these 
t w o ambulances, which w e r e supported by a benevolent com-
mittee. T h e last of January, the Inspector-Genera l of A m -
bulances visited the Brothers , and was de l ighted with the 
favorable condit ion of the wards. T h e m a y o r , previously-
pre judiced against rel igious congregat ions , became, thence-
forward, a warm friend of the Brothers. A vote of thanks 
for their valuable serv ices was passed by the municipal coun-

IV.—Montargis. 

A f t e r the battles of Ladon, Mezieres, Juranvi l le , etc . , the 
B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of M o n t a r g i s hastened to p lace his house 
and its whole staff at the disposal of the S o c i e t y f o r the R e -
lief of the W o u n d e d . H i s of fer was g l a d l y accepted ; on the 
3d of D e c e m b e r this ambulance had twenty- f ive beds occu-
pied. 

T h e Brothers , a c t i n g by turns as teachers and nurses, only 
quitted their class-room to g o into the ambulance, cheerful ly 
sacr i f ic ing their sleep to care for the patients. F o r t y - f i v e 
wounded were treated by them, some of w h o m were b r o u g h t 
to them in a d y i n g condition from p r e v i o u s n e g l e c t — t h e i r 
wounds, in some instances, not hav ing been dressed f o r fif-
teen days. T h e task it was to wash and dress such w o u n d s 
m a y well be i m a g i n e d ! 

V . — L e v i e r (DoubsJ. 

On the 26th of January , a port ion of B o u r b a k i ' s routed 

a r m y a r r i v e d at L e v i e r , l e a v i n g f o u r or five hundred sick to 

be cared for. A s the t e m p o r a r y ambulances increased in 

numbers, the m a y o r g a v e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r c h a r g e of their 

organization. T h i s w o r t h y re l ig ious acqui t ted himself of the 

charitable task with zeal and devotedness . H e went from 

house to house sol ic i t ing bedding, c lothing, and other art ic les 

indispensably necessary for the sick, some of w h o m were 

l y i n g on straw. S i x t y soldiers were placed in the Brothers ' 

a m b u l a n c e ; for several days only rice and potatoes could be 

g o t for them ; bread and provisions of all kinds were render-

ed scarce by the c r o w d s of soldiers t h r o n g i n g into the place. 

T h e Prussians marched in pursuit of B o u r b a k i ' s army. O n 

the 29th, the G e r m a n s arr ived and t o o k possession of the 

t o w n and its v ic ini ty . T h e y w e r e there in thousands for 



about a week. 3000 F r e n c h soldiers w e r e b r o u g h t prisoners 
to L e v i e r . Exhausted with h u n g e r and fat igue, t h e ) ' p a s s e d 
the n ight in the church and its precincts , a l t h o u g h the cold 
was excessive. On. the 5th of January, the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r , 
in his g r e a t char i ty , hastened to re l ieve them. H e g a v e the 
p o o r capt ives provisions, c lothing, and e v e r y comfort he 
could procure for them. 

W i t h the except ion of a y o u n g B r o t h e r w h o fell sick in 
at tending the wounded, none of the L e v i e r community had 
beds for three weeks. N e a r l y all the expenses of the ambu-
lance w e r e d e f r a y e d by the B r o t h e r s themselves. 

V I . — S a i n t Sever (sur FJMpur). 

T h e 16th of D e c e m b e r was the first a r r i v a l of the wound-

ed at the Brothers ' a m b u l a n c e at St . Sever . F r o m that date 

till the 20th of M a r c h it was constant ly occupied. 

T h e number of wounded a r r i v i n g e v e r y day varied from 

fifteen to fifty. T h e B r o t h e r s ' house was a transient ambu-

lance. T h e wounded, at least those not g r i e v o u s l y injured, 

did not remain at St. S e v e r . T h e y were sent, a f ter a f e w 

days, perhaps hours, to some other locality. T h e expense 

of this ambulance was in part sustained by the c o m m u n i t v . 

T w o of the Brothers , broken d o w n by continual and exhaust-

i n g labor, were taken ill, and did not for some time recover . 

T h e municipal i ty g a v e up one w i n g of the L y c e u m to be 

used as a school, so that the classes might not be interrupt-

ed. T h e winter was exceptional ly s e v e r e ; the L y c e u m 

was a considerable distance from the ambulance, and the 

Brothers , in their unselfish devot ion, were continual ly goino-

f r o m one to the other, mult ip ly ing themselves -at once for 

teaching and f o r the service of the sick and wounded. 

V I I . — / . « Charité. 

T h e class-rooms of the Christian schools of L a Char i té 

were, on the 18th of D e c e m b e r , converted into an ambulance 

of e i g h t y - f o u r beds. T h i s was no sooner opened than it was 

c r o w d e d with patients, of w h o m there w e r e as many as 200 

at a time, some in beds, others on straw, and so closely pack-

ed t o g e t h e r that nurses could hardly pass f rom one ward 

to another ; and y e t there were four other ambulances in the 

town. T h a t of the B r o t h e r s was considered a hospital, and 

was furnished accordingly . P r i v a t e chari ty also contrib-

uted its share. T h e care the B r o t h e r s took of the patients 

w a s proverbial . T h e m a y o r once said to B r o t h e r J a s i m e : 

" I send y o u a g r e a t number of patients, because I k n o w they 

are better with y o u than a n y w h e r e else." T h e ambulance 

continued till the 6th of March, and r e c e i v e d 746 sick and 

wounded soldiers. It registered thirty- four deaths. 

T h e principal military authorit ies and the Inspectors-Gen-

eral of ambulances compl imented the B r o t h e r s highly on the 

admirable manner in which their a m b u l a n c e was kept, not-

withstanding the vast number of patients there treated. 

VIII .—Bonnetable (Sarthe). 

O n the 17th of January, the B r o t h e r s of Bonnétable opened 

an ambulance in their establishment. S o m e of the patients 

first b r o u g h t in had been e ight d a y s disabled, and their 

wounds had been dressed but once in all that time. 

T h e B r o t h e r s for t h e first d a y s defrayed the expenses them-

selves ; then they w e r e obl iged to appeal to the m a y o r for 

bread and meat. A s for the wine,preserves, and other delica-

cies, the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r went and b e g g e d them for his pa-

tients himself. " I have g o n e all t h r o u g h Bonnétable ," he 

writes, " with my apron, my basket, which I called ' the Provi -



dence basket, ' and my purse, which I called the ' a m b u l a n c e 
purse, and n e v e r did I g o home dissatisfied ; my basket and 
m y purse rece ived semething w h e r e v e r I went. I was even 
able t o assist nearly all the F r e n c h soldiers on their return 
home, and to g i v e them some little help f o r their most press-
i n g wants after they reached their famil ies ." F i v e soldiers 
died at Bonnétable. T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r went t w i c e to 
Alengon with the wounded from L ' O r n e . T h e ambulance 
was closed on the 2 2 d of F e b r u a r y . T h e m a y o r , in the name 
of the c i ty , thanked the Christian B r o t h e r s for their services 
and the prefect of L a Sar the addressed the f o l l o w i n g letter 
to B r o t h e r H i é r a x : 

« S L R . L E MANS, April 15th, 1871. 

." T h e m a y ° r o f Bonnétable has informed me of y o u r patri-
otic devotedness d u r i n g the occupat ion of the t o w n by the 
enemy in at tending the sick and w o u n d e d of both armies 
and in faci l i tat ing the escape of a French prisoner. 

" I hasten, dear sir, to offer m y sincere thanks f o r y o u r 
admirable conduct , and beg to offer a t the same time the 
assurance of m y high consideration. 

" C . T A S S I N , 

"Prefect." 

IX.—Falaise. 

T h e Brothers ' house at Falaise served as an ambulance 

from the 2 4 t h of January till the 1st of June. It was con-

ducted by the Sisters of M e r c y . T h e school was transferred 

to a hall of the col lege, and the Brothers cared f o r the sick be-

fore and after class. T h e number of patients, most ly mobiles, 

was 280. B r o t h e r Hion, s teward of the house, fell" a v ict im 

to his zeal. H e died of small-pox, of which t w e l v e w e r e ill 

at the same time. T h e Journal de Falaise of F e b r u a r y 2 5 t h 

g i v e s the f o l l o w i n g account of the obsequies of this holy re-
l igious : 

" O n S u n d a y last, death suddenly d e p r i v e d the Christ ian 
Brothers ' ambulance of one of its most act ive and zealous 
attendants. E v e r since the opening of this ambulance, Broth-
er Hion, like his brethren in Paris, devoted himself unceas-
ingly , night and d a y , to the care of o u r w o u n d e d soldiers. 

" H e n c e it was that on S u n d a y a g r e a t c r o w d of sorrow-
stricken people, a m o n g s t whom w e r e officials, persons high 
in authori ty , soldiers and citizens, t h r o n g e d the church of 
O u r L a d y of G u i b r a y , to assist at his obsequies, and to pay 
the last tribute of respect to a c o u r a g e o u s citizen w h o had 
fallen a victim to his self-devotedness. T h e pal l-bearers 
w e r e : the first vice-president of the Munic ipa l Commission 
of Falaise ; t w o directors of the general hospital, viz., the 
M a r q u i s e s d ' E y r a g u e s and de C l o c h , and M. Choisy , profess-
or of rhetoric , their associate in the direct ion of the ambu-
lances. 

" A t o u c h i n g l y beauti ful discourse was del ivered by 

the pastor of the c h u r c h of G u i b r a y , and a col lect ion was 

taken up for the benefit of the patients in the ambulances." 

X . — O m a n s , Libourne, etc. 

T h e ambulance of the Brothers ' school in Ornans opened 

on the 2 8 t h of January . Its first instalment of patients was 

f o r t y soldiers from Bourbaki ' s a r m y . It was dependent on 

that of the seminary, the R e v e r e n d S u p e r i o r of w h i c h paid 

, all the expenses. T h r e e B r o t h e r s attended the sick and 

served also in the kitchen, and 168 soldiers were treated. 

T h e B r o t h e r s of L ibourne g a v e up five of their class-rooms 

for ambulance purposes. T h i s was a branch of the hospi-



ta l ; it lasted six months and rece ived 160 soldiers, six of 
w h o m died consoled with the rites of the C h u r c h . 

T h e community of Sables opened its ambulance on the 6th 
of January , and continued in operation till the 9th of M a r c h . 
E v e r y t h i n g possible was done for the spiritual and temporal 
wel fare of the patients. T h e B r o t h e r s ' classes, in the mean-
while, were not interrupted. 

A t Pezens (Aude) , the Countess de Pins organized an am-

bulance of twenty beds in the Brothers ' s c h o o l ; the B r o t h e r 

D i r e c t o r was made its chief manager. T h e first sick arrived 

on the 26th of N o v e m b e r ; the last quitted the establ ishment 

about the middle of March. 

T h e soldiers r e c o v e r e d health of soul and body. T h e 

whole parish was edified by see ing them receive H o l y C o m -

munion on Chris tmas D a y . F o r t w o of them, it was their 

first Communion. T h e B r o t h e r s of Montpell ier, while wait-

i n g f o r the ambulance they had fitted u p in their class-rooms 

to be occupied, attended one e v e r y n ight some distance from 

their house. A b o u t the end of January they rece ived th ir ty-

four patients. T h r o u g h their holy influence thirty soldiers 

approached the sacred table. A t Lis ieux, the B r o t h e r s 

opened an ambulance of f o r t y beds in their house. T h i r -

ty-nine wounded arr ived on the 15th of September . F r o m 

the 8th of O c t o b e r , patients w e r e continual ly c o m i n g in, most 

of them suffering f rom small-pox o r t y p h o i d fever. T h r e e of 

the B r o t h e r s took the small-pox, one of whom died. T h e 

ambulance ranked as a hospital. 

A t Arment ieres , an ambulance was established in St. 

Joseph's school. A b o u t 80 patients were rece ived here, all 

of w h o m were attended by the Brothers. E v e r y soldier in 

this ambulance made it a point to approach the sacraments. 

F r o m the n t h of January till the 25th of March, three 

Brothers were continually e m p l o y e d in the ambulance 
established in their house at Clerval . A t the request of the 
M a y o r , the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r took c h a r g e of all the ambu-
lances in the neighborhood. H e had t o supply medicine, 
provisions, and linen for 256 patients. 

T h e communit ies of Cadi l lac and Tail lan (Gironde), T r e -
vent , C o g n a c , T o u r s , Mehun (Cher), G r a s s e , L a R o c h e l l e , 
C h â t e a u r e n a r d (Bouches du Rhone), Cambrai , Molay , and 
Narbonne, had also ambulances establ ished in their houses, 
and nearly all continued their classes at the same time' 
T h i s list is far from being complete. G o d alone k n o w s the 
whole, for the B r o t h e r s have no desire to make publ ic the 
ful l extent of their services t o the sick and wounded, and the 
sacrifices they made in their behalf. 



C H A P T E R X L 

O U T S I D E A M B U L A N C E S . 

I. —Nimes. 

D e c e m b e r , 1870, Mgr . Plantier and the M a y o r of N i m e s 

organized an ambulance in the barracks, and placed it in 

c h a r g e <ff the Christian Brothers . T w o hundred and s ixty-

five soldiers w e r e here cared for. Seventeen sank under 

their sufferings, but they previously had the happiness of 

r e c e i v i n g the last sacraments. 

A high g o v e r n m e n t official, after d w e l l i n g at length on all 

the B r o t h e r s of N i m e s had done for the sick and wounded, 

thus concludes his letter : — 

" T h a t the blessing of their Div ine M a s t e r seconded their 

efforts, was c lear ly manifested in the consol ing results, and 

their fa i th ,which had been mainly instrumental in the founda-

tion of the barracks ambulance, may be said to have obtained 

in this respect, as in all others, the desired success. 

" T h e co-operation of the Christ ian B r o t h e r s has been of 

incalculable benefit to this ambulance. T o it we are mainly 

indebted for the general s y m p a t h y manifested in behalf of 

the work. T h e board of managers, h a v i n g seen this exem-

plified from day to day, are h a p p y to bear test imony to the 

fact, and publicly to express their g r a t i t u d e to the revered 

Brothers . Its members will e v e r cherish the remembrance 

of the solid and modest v i r tues of which they have been 

140 

witnesses, and the writer of this letter will ever esteem it an 
honor to have had even a small share in their g r e a t work of 
c h a r i t y . " 

D e a r B r o t h e r Pereal G a b r i e l died of small-pox contracted 
whilst at tending the sick in the ambulances. T h e c i ty of 
N i m e s claimed the honor of d e f r a y i n g the expenses of the 
funeral , which was conducted with m u c h pomp and solem-
nity. 

A t a meeting of the city commissioners, Dr. Perrier, w h o 
presided, paid a high compl iment to the B r o t h e r s attached 
to his medical staff. 

" N e v e r , " said he, 11 were the sick in o u r hospitajs better 
cared for. On the battle-field, and in o u r ambulances, the 
w o r t h y sons of the V e n e r a b l e D e L a Sal le are e v e r r e a d y at 
the post of charity and of sacri f ice." 

11.—Chartres. 

On the 6th of D e c e m b e r , after the battle of L o i g n y , the 

ambulances of the city of C h a r t r e s set out for L o i g n y , with 

a g r e a t number of carts laden with bread and provisions for 

the wounded, w h o were huddled together in such dwel l ings 

as were left standing. A b o u t 1000 patients were b r o u g h t 

into Chartres . Of these, e ighty F r e n c h m e n were l o d g e d ' i n 

the Theatre ambulance, which w a s served by the B r o t h e r s 

from the 10th of D e c e m b e r till the 27th of F e b r u a r y . N o -

where else did the B r o t h e r s endure more hardships than in 

this ambulance, w h e r e fourteen of their number were em-

ployed. T h e weather was so severe that the place could 

not be proper ly aired ; the consequence was, that, a l though 

none of them were actual ly stricken d o w n with illness, these 

ever faithful friends of the sick and wounded w e r e themselves 

reduced to a sad state of debil ity and emaciation. Em-



ployed in all kinds of w o r k about the ambulance, their 

clothes, too, bore evident marks of the hard usage these 

poor, patient toilers in the serv ice of G o d and their country 

endured. 

III.— Cherbourg. 

January ; t h , the B r o t h e r s were officially called to replace 

the military nurses in the casino of the sea-baths. Most of 

the patients in the ambulance be ing ill of small-pox, the 

attendance there was extremely dangerous. B u t this did 

not deter the Brothers. T h e y were on their feet night and 

day. l i j e ight or ten days , the t o w n - m a y o r decided to 

transfer them to the military hospital within the Arsenal en-

closure. H i s reason for d o i n g so was, there be ing f e w e r 

patients in the casino (one hundred and four), the zeal of 

the B r o t h e r s would be more usefully exerted in the g r e a t 

Arsenal ambulance, numbering o v e r 600 patients. T h e 

director of the casino made efforts to retain his nurses, but 

the authorit ies persisted in their design, and he was forced 

to submit. T h e patients were g r i e v e d when they heard the 

intel l igence and could hardly be consoled at their loss. 

O n the 18th of January, the B r o t h e r s arr ived at the A r -

senal ambulance. T h e y were at once introduced to the 

medica l committee, composed of nine physicians and four 

apothecaries. T h e g o v e r n m e n t manager decreed to them at 

the same time the title of " W a r d - M a j o r s , " a d d i n g : " T h e s e 

gent lemen have too m u c h modesty and humil i ty to accept 

epaulets ; but remember, they are entitled to wear them." 

T h e soldiers s h o w e d the greatest j o y on seeing the Broth-

ers, w h o m they already knew. 

D u r i n g the seven w e e k s the B r o t h e r s remained in the A r -

senal ambulance, each one paid the forfei t of his devotion. 

F o u r fell sick from excessive f a t i g u e ; t w o others contracted 

scarlatina, then prevalent in the ambulance ; the y o u n g -

est, Brother A u g e b e r t Francis , died af ter seventeen days ' 

suffering ; the other happily recovered. H e was hardly 

convalescent, when the municipal authorit ies demanded their 

teachers back to resume their classes. T o the credi t of the 

military and medical authorit ies be it said, nothing was left 

undone to preserve or restore the health of the Brothers . 

T h e director of the ambulance cordial ly thanked them for 

the care they had taken of the soldiers, and at the casino the 

poor patients mourned and gr ieved at the departure of the 

friends w h o had t a u g h t them so many holy lessons» 

IV.—Besançon. 

St. J o h n ' s c o m m u n i t y , not hav ing a place suitable for the 
establishment of an ambulance, took part in the serv ice of 
those already in the c i ty . T h e re-opening of the classes, 
about the middle of S e p t e m b e r , d e p r i v e d the patients of 
their continuous attendance. T h e y nevertheless devoted 
all their spare hours to the sick and wounded, by night as 
wel l as by day. T w o of them sank under this double labor : 
B r o t h e r Rosmond, on the 24th of J a n u a r y , and Brother 
Andéol ian, on the 7th of F e b r u a r y . T h e s u r v i v o r s still en-
deavored to supply e v e r y want, and succeeded admirably , 
thanks to the t h o u g h t f u l care, unceasing act iv i ty , and bound-
less devotedness of Brother Johannes, D i r e c t o r of the com-
munity. 

T o w a r d s the end of January, the sick and wounded in-

creasing rapidly in numbers, the Cardinal A r c h b i s h o p offer-

ed a portion of his house for the establishment of an ambu-

lance: B r o t h e r Johannes was requested to take c h a r g e of it. 

B e d d i n g and other necessary articles had become extremely 



scarce, but in less than a week, h o w e v e r , B r o t h e r Johannes 

had taken in thirty-f ive patients, upon w h o m he b e s t o w e d 

the most unceasing care until the end of Apri l . 

V . — S i . Quentin. 

F o r more than t w o months, five B r o t h e r s went, e v e r y d a y , 

to dress the wounds and take care of the sick and w o u n d e d 

soldiers in the hospital. T h e y nursed about 300, of w h o m 

a large fract ion were Germans . 

T h e administrative commission of the hospitals, in its 

sitting of N o v e m b e r 25th, 1870, passed a vote of thanks to 

the Brothers . T h i s was c o n v e y e d to them in an official 

letter. 
V I .—Nnits. 

F r o m the beginning of S e p t e m b e r till the 20th of M a r c h , 

the B r o t h e r s of Nui ts , w i t h o u t interrupt ing their classes, 

attended the numerous wounded of the International ambu-

lance established in that place. T h e first soldiers rece ived 

in the ambulance were from W i s s e m b u r g and F r e s c h wilier. 

A f t e r the battle of N u i t s ( D e c e m b e r 18th), nearly e ight thou-

sand men, some G e r m a n and others F r e n c h , were found 

more or less injured. F r o m all sides the w o u n d e d were 

a r r i v i n g at the ambulance ; most of them belonged to the 

1st L e g i o n of the Rhine , some to the G a r o n n e battalion, 

commanded by the Marquis de C a r a y o n Latour . T h e Broth-

ers multiplied their efforts to minister to all. 

VII.—Montlu$on. 

D u r i n g the month of D e c e m b e r Mont lugon saw six am-

bulances organized, almost all of them attended by rel igious, 

and containing nearly t w o thousand sick and wounded. 

T h e pastor of St, Paul 's established one in his parish. T h e 

Sisters of C h a r i t y sufficed f o r the day s e r v i c e ; for t w o 

months the B r o t h e r s sat up there, t w o by t w o , e v e r y night. 

T h i s additional labor did not disturb the g o o d order of the 

school-classes, attended by 700 pupils. 

A b o u t the middle of J a n u a r y , the director of the ambu-

lance established in the co l lege h a v i n g fallen ill, the m a y o r 

t h o u g h t of the B r o t h e r s to replace him. H o w e v e r , he 

shrank from m a k i n g the proposal , fear ing to overtax the 

strength and self-devotedness of his teachers. T h e Brothers , 

made a w a r e of this by the pastor of N o t r e D a m e , did not 

hesitate a m o m e n t ; they offered at once to take c h a r g e of 

the co l lege ambulance, h o w e v e r laborious it m i g h t be. 

T h e y remained day and night a m o n g the patients, breathing 

the u n w h o l e s o m e air of t w o dormitor ies w h e r e there w e r e 

seventy- f ive soldiers, some attacked by small-pox, others by 

virulent fevers, and the g r e a t e r number suffering from pul-

monary diseases. In t w o months, in both ambulances, the 

B r o t h e r s cared for t w o hundred and fifty-five sick and 

w o u n d e d soldiers, w i t h o u t apprehension, and with a devot-

edness that could only be inspired by supernatural motives. 

A n d the g o o d G o d blessed them, f o r none were injuriously 

affected by their arduous labors. Brother Octavian, the 

Director , was a perfect model of self-denial and Christ ian 

char i ty . 

VIII.—Baupaume (Pas-de- Calais). 

A f t e r the battles of January 2d and 3d, the B r o t h e r s offered 

"their services t o the Servantes de Marie, w h o had established 

an ambulance for the F r e n c h and Prussian w o u n d e d in the 

old barracks. 

T h e wounded were livid with the cold w h e n taken from 

the wagons. It was pitiful to hear them c r y out for their 



turn. T h e help of the soldiers was required in r e m o v i n g 

them to the wards prepared for them. T h e B r o t h e r s pre^ 

pared the ambulance soup in their o w n kitchen ; t h e y furnish-

ed linen, mattresses, provisions, and many other necessary 

articles, and they were consoled by seeing- the salutary effects 

o f D i v i n e mercy . In their ambulance, which lasted seven 

w e e k s and received five hundred soldiers, not one Cathol ic 

died wi thout h a v i n g rece ived the last sacraments. 

IX.—Marlioz (Savoy). 

On the ioth of F e b r u a r y , an ambulance was opened by the 
R e l i e f S o c i e t y in the thermal establishment at Marl ioz. 
B r o t h e r s from A i x and St. Julien had charge of it. T h e 
dressings, the provisions, in short, the w h o l e responsibi l i ty, 
d e v o l v e d 011 the Brothers , w h o discharged their arduous 
dut ies in such a manner that all the journals of the c o u n t r y 
s p o k e w a r m l y in their praise. 

N i n e t y - e i g h t soldiers were treated in this ambulance, w h i c h 
was open till the 20th of M a y . T h e phys ic ian in c h a r g e , 
D r . Gui l laud, wrote a l o n g and cordial letter of thanks to 
B r o t h e r Phil ippe, f o r the serv ice rendered by the B r o t h e r s ; 
in this he stated that he only e x p r e s s e d the opinions and 
shared the g r a t i t u d e of the president and other officers of 
the Relief C o m m i t t e e of Marlioz. 

X.—Cluimbéry, Evian, etc. 

A t C h a m b é r y , .an ambulance-dépôt was established near 

the rai lroad station for the sick and wounded, when the 

F r e n c h soldiers were in c r o w d s taking r e f u g e in Switzer land. 

T h e n c e , a f ter some days ' care, they were c o n v e y e d to the 

ambulances or hospitals. In this ambulance the B r o t h e r s 

did only night duty , from six o 'c lock in the evening till 
seven in the morning. 

T h e ambulance of Evian ( U p p e r S a v o y ) was c r o w d e d 

about the middle of February with sick and w o u n d e d from 

the a r m y of the East. T h e mayor , Baron Blonay, w r o t e to 

the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of C h a m b e r y for t w o Brother-infir-

marians to take care of the soldiers. " T h e B r o t h e r s of the 

Christian Schools , " said he, " have been e v e r y w h e r e admi-

rable for the wounded, and I hope y o u will kindly g r a n t m y 

request." T w o re l ig ious were immediate ly sent, one from 

Thonon, the other from Chamb6ry . 

T h e B r o t h e r s of M a c o n attended by night in t w o of t h e 

c i ty ambulances. T h e i r attendance continued from the 5th 

of January till the 7th of M a r c h . T h e double labor of 

teaching and nursing told on some of the Brothers. T h e i r 

health failed, and it was some time before they recovered. 

A t N o g e n t - l e - R o t r o u , the B r o t h e r s did night duty in t w o 

ambulances. A vote of thanks to them was passed by the 

Relief S o c i e t y , and c o n v e y e d by letter of the president to 

the Brother D i r e c t o r of N o g e n t . 

W h i l e cont inuing his class, the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of Sables, 

assisted by the B r o t h e r S t e w a r d , took c h a r g e of the night 

serv ice in an ambulance established in the castle of the Duchess 

de C h e v r e u s e . T h i s service was continued dur ing the Prus-

sian occupation. M a n y a t ime the B r o t h e r s were under the 

necessity of scaling the walls to cross the e n e m y ' s post, in or-

d e r t o visit the F r e n c h wounded. B u t 110 accident befel them, 

for they w h o m G o d g u a r d s are well guarded. " 1 cannot 

sufficiently thank the B r o t h e r s for the serv ice they render-

ed to my ambulance ," wri tes the D u c h e s s de C h e v r e u s e ; 

" 1 k n o w it w a s f o r the honor and g l o r y of G o d they thus de-

voted themselves, but I am none the less grate fu l to them." 



A t Pesme (Haute-Saone) the B r o t h e r s attended forty 
w o u n d e d for t w o months, in the ambulance of the Sisters of 
Char i ty . T h r e e B r o t h e r s were attacked by small-pox ; two 
fell v ict ims to that f r ight ful d isease; another succumbed 
f rom fat igue, and was sent home for a while to r e c r u i t his 
health. 

A t Beaune, Saumur , H e n n e b o n (Morbihan), M e a u x , Seez, 
and St. A m a n d , they did all they possibly could f o r the poor 
sick and wounded soldiers. T h e y watched with them, w r o t e 
letters to their famil ies for them, and comforted them as only 
they could. 

W e have abr idged our account of the w o r k of the B r o t h e r s 
in order to avoid tiresome repetition. H o w many t o u c h i n g 
acts, how much concealed suffering, have found no place in 
these cold statistics ! A l l their merits are k n o w n only to G o d . 
H e alone k n o w s all the names and all the virtues which were 
voluntari ly concealed from the eyes of men. Blessed be the 
holy re l ig ious w h o poured out so exhaustless a stream of 
charity on their suffering b r e t h r e n ! Blessed be t h e y on 
earth and in heaven ! 

C H A P T E R X I I . 

I M P R O V I S E D A M B U L A N C E S . T H E S M A L I . - P O X P A T I E N T S . 

I .—Sully (Saone-et-Loire). 

T h e B r o t h e r s of this little t o w n had not a regular ambu-

lance, b u t an infirmary f o r such passing soldiers as fell sick 

a m o n g the inhabitants. It was open in the most inclement 

season of the year , and lasted till the 20th of January. T w o 

B r o t h e r s were continually e m p l o y e d in i t ; those e n g a g e d in 

the schools assisted when they could. In this new species of-

ambulance, the B r o t h e r s had to provide e v e r y t h i n g . T h e 

vi l lage be ing c r o w d e d with soldiers, the inhabitants could 

g i v e no assistance, each family hav ing a certain number 

of soldiers to lodge . It was m i d - w i n t e r ; provisions of all 

kinds w e r e e x t r e m e l y scarce, and little or nothing was 

done by the authorities, w h e t h e r c ivi l or military, to provide 

f o r the wants of the sick and wounded. A l l was lef t to the 

B r o t h e r Director , and t w o of the B r o t h e r s went a consider-

able distance, notwithstanding the inc lemency of the weath-

er, to obtain the necessary f o o d and medicine for the infirm-

arv. J 

11.—Chinon. 

On the 28th of D e c e m b e r , the Christ ian S c h o o l of Chinon 

lodged over-200 soldiers of the a r m y of the Loire . N e x t day 

fourteen of them were unable to fo l low their corps. T h e 
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B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r sent immediately for a physician. H e de-

clared those soldiers were not able to continue their march, 

and must be sent at once to the hospital . B u t the H o t e l 

D i e u was already o v e r c r o w d e d ; the B r o t h e r Director , 

m o v e d with compassion, hastened to transform his house 

into an ambulance. O n e soldier had small-pox. Fear ing 

lest it should attack the others, B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r g a v e up 

his o w n room and bed to him. 

Provis ions were supplied by the c o m m u n i t y , with the ex-

ception of the meat and bread, which were furnished by the 

t o w n , some days after the opening of the ambulance. Hun-

dreds of mobiles in turn exper ienced the affectionate care 

and cordial kindness of the Christ ian B r o t h e r s of Chine®. 

T h e doctors w e r e surprised at their skill in dress ing wounds 

and at tending the sick. W h e n the soldiers left, it was touch-

i n g to see the part ing between them and the Brothers . 

L e t t e r s of grate fu l a c k n o w l e d g m e n t and h igh appreciation 

w e r e addressed to the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r by the t w o physi -

cians w h o attended to the ambulance, by the sub-prefect of 

the D e p a r t m e n t , and by the m a y o r of Chinon. T h e sub-

prefect ' s letter is very interest ing and w e therefore insert it 

h e r e : — 

" C H I N O N , March 21 st, 1 8 7 1 . 

" D E A R B R O T H E R D I R E C T O R : 

" f do but express the feel ing of the whole town of Chinon, 

in bear ing testimony to the devotedness, patriotism, and 

c o u r a g e , shown by y o u and y o u r B r o t h e r s amid the sad af-

flictions which have come upon France. 

" F r o m the beg inning of S e p t e m b e r till quite recently 

y o u r house has been open to the soldiers of the republic; 

you have cared for and encouraged those w h o were g o i n g 

to fight for their country ; you have b e s t o w e d upon the sick 

and wounded the most touching, the most intel l igent care, 

depr iv ing y o u r s e l v e s of e v e r y t h i n g , in o r d e r to g i v e some 

relief to their sufferings, and even g i v i n g up y o u r o w n beds 

and s leeping-rooms to those whose state might e n d a n g e r the 

health of their companions by contagion. Y o u have often 

d e p r i v e d y o u r s e l v e s of the necessaries of life, to g i v e c o m f o r t 

to our wounded. 

" R e c e i v e , etc. C . V . CHAPELLE, Sub-Prefect." 

III.—Lure. 

T h e e n g a g e m e n t s of E t o b o n - C h é n e b i e r occurred on the 

15th, i 6 t h , a n d 17th of January. A f t e r these battles, more than 

1000 sick and wounded were b r o u g h t here. T h e c i ty am-

bulances were insuff ic ient; new ones had to be improvised. 

T h e Brothers ' school received fifty-seven soldiers, most 

of them with frostbitten feet. It was no easy matter for the 

B r o t h e r s to provide accommodat ion for these poor fe l lows, 

and they only did so by m a k i n g up mattresses of soft s traw : 

the linen for these they obtained by tearing up and washing 

some army shelter-tents. T h e ambulance lasted till the 9th 

of March. 

IV.—Morteaux, Questcmbert, etc. 

A t Morteaux the Brothers opened an ambulance in their 

class-rooms on the 29th of January , into w h i c h forty-seven 

soldiers from B o u r b a k i ' s army were admitted. T h e s e 

patients were kept for five d a y s at the sole expense of the 

Brothers. 

On the 2d of F e b r u a r y they w e r e removed to L y o n s ; the 

same evening the Prussians entered the town in pursuit of 

the retreat ing F r e n c h army. 



O n F e b r u a r y the 4th, the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r caused his 

house to be again made an ambulance, so as to shelter and 

take care of some twenty F r e n c h soldiers w h o still remained 

in the place. T h e four B r o t h e r s composing the c o m m u n i t y 

d ischarged all the duties of this ambulance. T h e i r labors 

w e r e so arduous, that by the time the patients left, all four 

w e r e sick. 

A t Questembert (Morbihan) e ight w o u n d e d soldiers were 

taken in, boarded and attended by the B r o t h e r s at their 

o w n expense. T h e s e soldiers were moved even to tears by 

the kind attention they received. " T r u e devotedness ," said 

they , " i s only to be met with in rel ig ious c o m m u n i t i e s ; w e 

shall never f o r g e t how o u r l ives have been saved here by the 

charitable care of the g o o d Brothers ." 

T h e community of V a l o g n e s boarded and t o o k care of 

from 200 to 250 soldiers, at their o w n expense, f rom D e c e m -

ber till F e b r u a r y . T h e y did all they could to c o m f o r t and 

e n c o u r a g e them. In Beaume-les-Dames, the Brother D i r e c t -

or d u r i n g the winter rece ived some patients in one of his 

class-rooms. H e took the g r e a t e s t care of them, and pro-

v ided for all their wants at the expense of the house. 

A f t e r the defeat of Orléans, the hospital of Chateauneuf 

(Cher) being no longer able to a c c o m m o d a t e all the wounded 

w h o w e r e c o m i n g in, the m a n a g e r s sent thirty of them on 

an a v e r a g e for a month at a t ime to the Christ ian school. 

T h e B r o t h e r s blessed the L o r d , w h o permitted them to take 

care of H i s suffer ing members, and to lay some sacrif ices on 

the altar of their country . 

In the beg inning of the war, the B r o t h e r s of Montpel l ier 

p laced themselves at the disposal of the authorities, and 

offered the bui ld ing of the CEuvre de la Jeunesse, be longing 

to the Institute, for an ambulance. 

Meanwhi le , they performed the n ight-duty in an ambulance 

at some distance from the community-house . T o w a r d s the 

end of January, they at length received t w e n t y - f o u r patients, 

w h o m they attended with the most u n c e a s i n g care. B y the 

enlightened zeal and untir ing efforts of A b b é Paillet, and the 

Brothers ' instruction, they had the happiness of seeing thirty 

of their dear sick approach the holy Table . 

S ma I l-Po x A mb u la ne es. 

I. —Besançon. 

G e n e r a l Cambriels , in his retreat from the V o s g e s , turned 

aside to Besancon to re-organize and complete his a r m y , and 

established his headquarters in the St . C l a u d e Novit iate , about 

the 12th of October . A f t e r C a m b r i e l s came C r o u z a t , w h o 

l ikewise o c c u p i e d the establishment. T h e enemy had fo l low-

ed close upon Cambrie ls , and, by the 20th oi O c t o b e r , he was 

at the g a t e s oï Besancon. T h e situation was b e c o m i n g criti-

cal, and it would have been i m p r u d e n t to expose the deaf 

and d u m b pupils, and the y o u n g novices , to the dangers of a 

s i e g e ; these were sent either to their families, or to some 

other communities. 

T h i s step enabled the ambulance to be opened in such 

parts of the house as the headquarters left free. O n the 25th 

of O c t o b e r , the first w o u n d e d came ; others f o l l o w e d on the 

27th, 30th, and 31st of the same month. B y the 9th of N o v e m -

ber, all the beds were occupied , to the number of thirty-seven. 

T h i s figure varied till the end of D e c e m b e r , when B o u r b a k i 

marched on Bel fort . T h e troops, exhausted with f a t i g u e , 

depr ived of even the commonest necessaries of life, exposed 

to a cold of fifteen to t w e n t y degrees be low zero, c r o w d e d 

all the ambulances. St. C l a u d e ' s was quite full ; the number 



of its patients soon rose from forty to one hundred and twen-

t y ; the dormitories of the novitiate, the class-room and re-

f e c t o r y of the deaf and dumb, the B r o t h e r Director ' s sleep-

ing-room, and all the avai lable Brothers ' cells, were occupied ; 

the beds were doubled. A n d yfet many were g lad to sleep 

on straw ticks improvised for the occasion. S u c h a g a t h e r -

ing of sick people could not fail to engender c o n t a g i o u s dis-

eases. T h e small-pox broke o u t in N o v e m b e r , and began at 

once to make fearful h a v o c ; t y p h u s came next. T h e r a v a g e s 

of both were fr ightful : e v e r y day some were carried off, and 

in the course of a f e w w e e k s the number of deaths reached 

ninety-five. E v e r y w h e r e w e r e seen either dead or d y i n g , 

the ambulance becoming one vast charnel-house; and y e t , 

e v e r y d a y , a c r o w d of exhausted soldiers presented them-

selves for admission. A b o u t the 25th of January, they came 

in hundreds at a t ime ; but, sad to relate, there was not a 

corner to g i v e them, not a bed, not a vacant s p o t ! It was 

then that Dr. Delacro ix conce ived the idea of fitting u p a 

deserted house in the neighborhood as an ambulance, where 

some fifty w e r e rece ived and taken care of. T o this branch 

house w e r e thenceforth removed such patients as were be-

g i n n i n g t o r e c o v e r , whi le the worst cases were a l w a y s re-

ce ived and treated at St. Claude's . In this way there was a 

daily exchange g o i n g on between the t w o establishments. 

T h i n g s continued thus till the 15th of F e b r u a r y , when the 

departure of Bourbaki ' s army rel ieved Besancon. T h e num-

ber of patients in the ambulance, t h o u g h not so great , was 

still considerable. A b o u t the 10th of M a r c h , the Military 

Inspector warmly thanked the staff of the St. C l a u d e a m b u -

lance for the care t h e y had lavished on the sick, and inform-

ed the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r that, on the 15th of the same month, 

all the patients w o u l d be removed to St. Ferreol . T h e evac-



Uation took place on the day specified ; and the sixty patients 

then remaining in the ambulance were c o n v e y e d in carr iages 

o r in litters to their new destination. T h e doctor , chaplain, 

and all the Brothers , accompanied the patients, to see them 

comfortab ly settled at St. Ferreol . W h e n the part ing c a m e 

at last, it was truly affecting. T h e p o o r patients v ied with 

one another as to w h o should have the last shake-hands, 

the last kind w o r d , f r o m the devoted friends w h o had so 

l o n g watched o v e r them. 

T h e ambulance had existed from the 25th of O c t o b e r , 1870, 

till the 15th of March, 1871, and had rece ived five hundred 

and e ighty patients. T h e serv ice of this g r e a t ambulance 

w a s necessari ly v e r y t r y i n g to the St. C l a u d e c o m m u n i t y . 

E a c h one paid his o w n tribute of sickness and suf fer ing; 

night and day they were found by the bedside of their pa-

tients. D e a t h and disease struck d o w n some of their num-

ber. T h e much loved B r o t h e r A u g u s t e died of the black 

small-pox ; three others w e r e confined to their beds by small-

pox or typhus. 

A m i d all their sufferings, it was consol ing to see h o w 

e a g e r l y the soldiers returned to the G o d f rom w h o m they 

might have wandered a w a v in the reckless life of the camp. 

Confessions and c o m m u n i o n s were f r e q u e n t ; v e r y f e w of 

them went from the ambulance, or died there, w i t h o u t receiv-

ing the sacraments of penance and the eucharist. N o n e of the 

sick, when in d a n g e r of death, refused the helps of re l ig ion; 

many asked for them of their o w n accord. In the midst of the 

most v iolent pain, they were often heard p r a y i n g , half aloud, 

of fer ing their sufferings to G o d , and in the most t o u c h i n g 

manner implor ing the assistance of heaven and the protect ion 

of M a r y . 



C H A P T E R X I I I . 

C O N T I N U A T I O N O F T H E S M A L L - P O X A M B U L A N C E S . 

T H E G E R M A N C O N T I N G E N T . 

I.—Clemancy. 

F o r t w o months and a half, the B r o t h e r s of the free school 
of C l e m a n c y conducted the ambulance for small-pox pa-
tients. T h e y were up all n ight in a pestilential atmosphere 
performing the most t r y i n g offices. N o n e but those w h o 
have seen the devoted Brothers thus e n g a g e d , can form an 
idea of what they had to suffer. Patients' w h o m even the 
doctors feared to approach, were raised u p and attended by 
the Brothers with the tenderest care. N e v e r had chari ty 
more perfect servants ; Brothers Judes, Huras, Nicidre and 
G i l d a r d proved themselves heroes of abnegat ion and devot-
edness. T h e off icers were lost in admiration on seeing the 
tender and anxious sol icitude of which their men were the 
object. An Inspector-General of mil itary hospitals, a f ter a 
visit to the ambulance, called the B r o t h e r s the most v ir tuous 
of men ; he publ ic ly thanked them f o r the sublime deeds 
which they had performed with as much c o u r a g e as modesty-
a d d i n g that the entire Institute had deserved well of hu-
manity and of France. 

II .—Pauil lac (Gironde). 

O n the ioth of D e c e m b e r , thirty sick soldiers from the 

a r m y of the Loire arrived at the Brothers ' ambulance in 
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Pauil lac. T h e kind teachers had e v e r y t h i n g ready for them ; 
e v e r y comfort t h e y could p r o c u r e — m e d i c i n e s , old wine, and, 
a b o v e all, clean, whi te beds, w a r m and d r y , in well-heated 
rooms. 

F r o m that date till the 15th of March, the beds w e r e a l w a y s 

occupied. Most of the soldiers approached the sacraments 

and w e r e invested with the holy scapular. O n l y t w o died, 

and they as b r a v e soldiers and true Christians. T h e break-

i n g out of the small-pox in the ambulance and in the town 

was a g r e a t trial for the Brothers . T w o of them were at-

tacked by the disease, but G o d willed that they should re-

cover , and the ambulance went on as usual. 

I II .—Forges- les-Eaux, Gueret, etc. 

T h e ambulance established in the Christ ian S c h o o l of 

Forges- les-Eaux lasted from the ioth of O c t o b e r till the 7th 

of Apri l fo l lowing. F r o m the ioth of O c t o b e r till D e c e m -

ber 3d it r e c e i v e d only mobiles from the Oise. T h e first 

d a y , the whole t w e n t y beds were occupied ; ten small-pox 

patients were a m o n g the number. T w o died. In all, seven 

deaths occurred, five be ing Prussians. 

A t G u e r e t , the Brothers ' house was converted into a bar-

rack. T h e c r o w d i n g of so many men resulted in small-pox, 

dysentery , fevers, etc. T h e B r o t h e r s did what they could 

f o r all. " W e e n d e a v o r e d , " said the Brother D i r e c t o r of 

Gueret , " t o soothe the last moments of those w h o fell vict ims 

to disease. T h e y would press o u r hands, with tears in their 

eyes, b e g g i n g us to let their families k n o w what had b e c o m e 

of them. W e enjoyed the consolation of seeing them die 

g o o d Christ ians." 

T h e small town of L a H a y e - d u - P u i t s l o d g e d al together 

about one thousand soldiers. T h e small-pox broke out, and 



carr ied off one hundred and sixty in a population of fifteen 

hundred. T h e B r o t h e r s attended some mobiles w h o were 

attacked by the disease. 

T w o B r o t h e r s from C o r v a l went to the small-pox am-

bulance at C l e m a n c y , to assist their Brothers , w h o were sink-

i n g under their fearful task. 

A t G r a y , a B r o t h e r took care, night and d a y , of the small-

pox patients in the ambulance ; he was often assisted by his 

superior. 

A t V e n d o m e , a s m a l l p o x ambulance was opened on the 

18th of January, in the Brothers ' house. It had fifteen beds 

and continued a month. 

F i v e B r o t h e r s of Dun- le-Roi (Cher) did n ight-duty in the 

hospital for three months and a half. S o m e of the patients 

had small-pox. 

A t Fresnay , some small-pox patients from the general hos-

pital were g iven in charge t o the Brothers , w h o attended 

them with zeal and devotedness . 

German A mbulances. 

Nine B r o t h e r s from Pothiv iers took care, in one of the am-

bulances, of about, six hundred sick or w o u n d e d of both 

nations. Prince A l b e r t of Prussia came with his whole staff, 

in the name of K i n g Wil l iam, to thank the B r o t h e r c h a r g e d 

with the direction of the ambulance. T h e first patients c a m e 

in S e p t e m b e r ; the last went out in F e b r u a r y . 

T h e day f o l l o w i n g the battle of L o i g n y , the B r o t h e r s of 

C h a r t r e s took care of the G e r m a n s w h o were c o n v e y e d to 

St. Ferdinand's School. T h e y prepared food f o r them in a 

class-room converted into a kitchen. One hundred and 

seventy Bavar ians were immediately under treatment in this 

ambulance. T h e r e were t w o other ambulances in the B r o t h -

ers' school-houses ; but the religious, be ing e n g a g e d else-

where, could only attend to them for a few days. 

O f all the establishments of Etampes, that of the B r o t h e r s 

was the most s e v e r e l y taxed by the care of the Prussian 

wounded. F r o m the ist of N o v e m b e r till D e c e m b e r 13th, 

the B r o t h e r s were enabled to continue their classes w i t h o u t 

interruption. B u t on that day the whole town was c r o w d -

ed with sick and w o u n d e d ; and the Prussians, taking pos-

session of the Brothers ' house, sent them ninety-three w o u n d -

ed, both G e r m a n and French, to nurse. F o r f i fty-five d a y s 

after that, the house was but one continued dépôt f o r the 

wounded. T h e number of s ick and wounded under the 

care of the B r o t h e r s of E t a m p e s amounted to one thousand 

one hundred. 

In S e p t e m b e r , the district commissioner of B r i e - C o m t e -

R o b e r t (Seine-et-Marne) selected the spacious class-rooms 

of the Christ ian S c h o o l s for an ambulance. T h e first patients 

arr ived on the 18th of September , and w e r e cared for at the 

expense of the town till the 3d of October . ' T h e y w e r e all 

Germans . T h r o u g h the winter, the B r o t h e r s had ei ther 

w h o l e or partial c h a r g e of one or more ambulances, and it 

was not till the 5th o f . March that the)'' found themselves 

freed from a duty which the rough, abrupt manner of the 

G e r m a n soldiers rendered doubly irksome to F r e n c h relig-

ious. Y e t they found the patients most grate fu l for their 

care and attention ; and the G e r m a n nurses w h o were sent, 

to assist in serv ing the ambulances, being g o o d Cathol ics , 

g a v e both edification and consolation to the B r o t h e r s by 

their excel lent c o n d u c t , — t h e i r regular i ty in assisting at the 

off ices of the C h u r c h , and the remarkable skill and recol-

lection with which they joined in the sacred music of the 

choir. 



A t N o y o n an ambulance was established by the municipal 

authorit ies in the class-rooms of the B r o t h e r s ' school and in 

a n e i g h b o r i n g house. F r o m the 25th of N o v e m b e r till Jan-

u a r y 7th, it rece ived 203 wounded Germans . A t Fontaine-

bleau, t w o B r o t h e r s did night-duty in a Prussian ambulance 

for three months and a half. T h e a m b u l a n c e of A l b e r t 

(Somme), opened on the 24th of D e c e m b e r , received sixty-

nine F r e n c h m e n and one hundred and three Germans. 

A f t e r the battle of Pont-Noyel les , the B r o t h e r s of A l b e r t had 

to provide , to prepare, and to distribute food to one hundred 

and s e v e n t y - t w o w o u n d e d soldiers w h o filled their house ; it 

was a very diff icult undertaking to procure provisions for so 

many, when the very necessaries of life were scarce ly to be 

had 111 the vicinity. 1 he patients, G e r m a n as well as French, 

w a r m l y thanked the dear B r o t h e r s w h o toiled and cared for 

them. 

A t A r b o i s (Jura), the B r o t h e r s u n d e r t o o k the care of f o u r 

ambulances, but especial ly of the Prussian section, consist ing 

of seventy beds. 

A t St . Dizier, the B r o t h e r s were e m p l o y e d in their o w n 

house in the serv ice of the Prussian wounded. T h e ambu-

lance continued e i g h t y d a y s and received s ixty-e ight pa-

tients. 

W e can now contemplate the charity and brotherly love 

exercised by the Brothers in the services of the ambulances. 

W e are amazed at the vast amount of labor they accomplish-

ed ; w e wonder that human nature could endure so much. 

It was H e a v e n , and H e a v e n alone, that sustained them 

through it. L i k e the miracle of the loaves, their strength was 

increased till it reached all the needs of the sick and w o u n d e d 

around them. 

L e t us hope that the benefits of Cathol ic char i ty will no 

longer be i g n o r e d or calumniated. In the evi l t imes on 

w h i c h w e have fallen, all noble hearts need to combine, and 

associate the l iv ing strength of their devotedness for the re-

lief of humanity . 



C H A P T E R X I V . 

T H E B R O T H E R S O F T H E P R O V I N C E S O N T H E B A T T L E F I E L D S . 

I.—Dijon. 

Dijon an unfortified c i ty , had no means of holding out 
against the enemy. Nevertheless , the country possessed 
g r e a t natural advantages in its extensive forests and im-
pract icable roads, and if its army had been well organized 
and under efficient officers, it might have been a diff icult 
matter for the Prussians, unfortif ied t h o u g h it was, to take 
the city. 

W h e n the Bavar ians were seen on the heights of T a l m a y 

and Janeigny (October 27th), s trong, warl ike, wel l armed 

and well disciplined, a general consternation ensued ; nothino-

remained for the despairing F r e n c h but to p l u n g e into the 

Vingeanne and try to escape, or else to surrender to the Prus-

sians. A great number adopted the former course ; and as the 

water was not very deep at the time, most of them succeed-

ed in reaching the opposi te shore, and carried to A u x o n n e 

the sad news of their disaster, deeply indignant at the folly 

and incapacity of their genera l . E ight hundred mobile re-

crui ts t h o u g h t it better to lay d o w n their arms, and - i v e 

themselves up as prisoners. T h e C o m m i t t e e of D e f e n c e de-

c ided not to attempt resistance before that c i tv ; their deci-

sion was a prudent one, all things considered." T h e soldiers 

remaining „1 the city were to set out for L y o n s bv G e v r e v 
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Nuits, etc. ; the Nat ional G u a r d was to be disbanded. 1 he 

soldiers left D i j o n grumbl ing , and solemnly aff irming they 

would never set foot in it again. W i t h its g u n s and mil i tary 

force, they t h o u g h t it might at least h a v e m a d e a s h o w of 

resistance. 

T h e p e o p l e of D i j o n expected from hour to hour to see 

the Prussians arrive. E v e r y one w a s astonished when it 

was understood that the c i ty was a r m i n g anew, and was to 

be defended foot by foot. T h e soldiers w e r e already at 

B e a u n e and C h a g n y ; and the muskets of the Nat ional 

G u a r d s w e r e — n o one k n e w where ! perhaps in L y o n s . 

T h e r e was feverish excitement. A war l ike spirit breath-

ed all at once on the peaceful B u r g u n d i a n capital, because 

some w o r k i n g m e n had come together , and cried out against 

the surrender of the city. " W a r ! war ! death to the Prus-

sians!" was the cry ; the prefect and c i ty authorit ies decided 

on holding out with such means as they had at their disposal. 

And these means were m u c h less than they had the day be-

fore. . 

G e n e r a l F a u c o n n e t came back from Beaune, but few ot 

his troops accompanied him : 180 men of the 6th Chasseurs, 

t w o or three companies of the 90th and 71st, and a portion 

of B e r t a u t ' s Sharpshooters . 

On the 30th of October , the chasseurs m o v e d f o r w a r d 

as far as V a r o i s : a t tacked by superior numbers, they main-

tained their position till the arr ival of the enemy's cannon. 

W h e n the g u n s thundered out, they began s l o w l y to retire, 

k e e p i n g the B a d e n troops at bay , and not a l l o w i n g them-

selves to be surrounded, or their lines broken. In this w a y , 

at half-past ten o 'c lock in the morning, they reached the 

heights of St. Appol l innire . A t noon they defiled on D i j o n 

bv & Montmusard and the Plaine-aux-Roses. T h e n the re-



call was sounded ; seven or e i g h t hundred N a t i o n a l G u a r d s 

ran t o arms and went hither and thither, w i t h o u t order , 

w i t h o u t leaders, r ight in front of the e n e m y . 

Cannon-shots were booming, the firing became hot, shells 

fell on the c i ty , and the fight extended all a long the line, 

from S t Peter ' s G a t e to the Plaine-aux-Roses. 

A b o u t three o ' c lock in the afternoon, B r o t h e r Pol d e 

Léon, with the A b b é Col lenet and B r o t h e r s R é g i s and R u -

finus, repaired to the field of battle, at St . Peter 's G a t e , w h e r e 

the firing was most l ively . T h e B r o t h e r s took up all the 

F r e n c h dead or w o u n d e d w h o m they found at St. P e t e r ' s 

G a t e , and on the Place S a u v a g e o t ; then they helped to carry 

a w a y some Baden soldiers, f o r g o t t e n by their o w n ambulance. 

T h e Brothers remained on the battle field till nightfal l . 

A t the same time, the c i ty , unable to hold out longer, had 

hoisted a flag of t ruce : messengers were sent t o the e n e m y ' s 

c a m p ; the firing slackened, and then ceased entirely. 

A t e i g h t o 'c lock in the evening, a second detachment of 

B r o t h e r s set out with a hand-cart and lanterns to explore 

the field of battle. T h e zealous chaplain of the boarding-

schools, R e v e r e n d M. M i g y , and a d o c t o r went with them. 

T h e y w e r e soon g u i d e d on their w a y by the l ight of an im-

mense fire ; a dozen or so of houses w e r e nearly burned 

d o w n in the direction of Montmusard ; numerous g r o u p s 

w e r e m o v i n g about on the boulevards . T h e B r o t h e r s in-

quired where they m i g h t be able to p ick u p some w o u n d e d ; 

t h e y were told to search in the s u r r o u n d i n g gardens. T h e r e 

t h e y found only the dead : the wounded had been r e m o v e d . 

T h e y walked o n w a r d , and soon learned that the G e r m a n 

sentries w e r e still there, and it w a s not safe to venture far-

ther. F o r the sake of the poor wounded they heeded not the 

warning. E a c h one, c o m m e n d i n g himself to his guardian 

angel , cont inued the search. It was pitch dark ; the lanterns 

l ighted only a small space ; behind was the fire finishing its 

w o r k of destruction. T h e B r o t h e r s went u p to the C r e u x -

d 'Enfer road, searching careful ly as they passed a long ; as be-

fore, only dead bodies were found. T h e y then went higher 

up, to the left, a m o n g the v ines ; the g r o u n d was so steep 

and wet that it was hard to walk. A s they approached Mont-

musard reservoir , they heard some groans. Hastening to 

the spot w h e n c e the sounds seemed to come, they found a 

member of the Nat ional G u a r d badly w o u n d e d . T h e doc» 

tor and priest did what they could to rel ieve him, and the 

B r o t h e r s gent ly c o n v e y e d him to the city. 

T h e B r o t h e r s then set out again in the direction of 

the farmhouses ; there several w o u n d e d were found ; their 

w o u n d s were bound up ; and, as only one could be removed 

with one stretcher, the one most in need of immediate assist-

ance was taken first. A g a i n and again, with their pre-

cious burdens, the B r o t h e r s traversed the wear isome w a y . 

T o w a r d s day they obtained a little rest. Ear ly the next 

morning, with their ambulance stretcher, they went back, 

through a h e a v y , continuous rain, to the battle field. A l a s 

for the horrors of w a r ! heaps of dead were all around them, 

but no w o u n d e d . T h e terrible work had been effectually 

done. Sad and disheartened, little heeding their soaked 

clothes and the heavy mud of the roads, they retraced their 

steps to their house, and busied themselves in caring for the 

wounded that they had b r o u g h t in the night before. 

Dreux. 

O n the 5th of O c t o b e r the battle of Epernon was fought . 

N e x t d a y , the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of D r e u x , with t w o phy-

sicians and several members of the D r e u x Commit tee , went 



to the relief of the wounded. A r r i v e d at Epernon about 

ten o 'c lock in the morning, the ambulance attendants were 

badly received by the Prussians, w h o threatened t o arrest 

them. B u t they demanded permission in the name of the 

G e n e v a Convent ion. It was reluctantly g r a n t e d , and they 

returned with nine wounded. 

O n S u n d a y , O c t o b e r 9th, the G e r m a n s attacked D r e u x 

by the valley of the E u r e ; but at C h e r i s y they perce ived 

they were not sufficiently strong, and fell back on N o u d a n . 

O n M o n d a y , the 10th, the enemy returned to the c h a r g e , 

and planted his batteries a b o v e C h e r i s y ; he had about 1200 

men. T h e cannon boomed out, the firing was almost contin-

uous in the val ley of the Eure. T h e commit tee was in per-

manent s i t t ing at the ambulance ; the carr iage was kept in 

readiness. 

A t four o 'c lock, it was announced that the Prussians were 

returning to Noudan, and that C h e r i s y was on fire. S o m e 

B r o t h e r s set out with the ambulance carr iage ; o thers pre-

pared the b e d s ; e v e r y one was cool and col lected. S o m e 

wounded w e r e b r o u g h t in, but happi ly their number was 

not so g r e a t as was feared. T h e B r o t h e r s w o r k e d till t w o 

o ' c lock in the morning , t r y i n g to ext inguish the fires; 

they saved the baker 's flour, then distr ibuted, at their o w n 

expense, bread and wine to the mobiles encamped on the 

road. 

F r o m the 1st to the 15th of N o v e m b e r , t h e B r o t h e r s made 

several j o u r n e y s , e i ther to V e r n e u i l or to E v r e u x , to r e m o v e 

their convalescents, at the risk of being made prisoners. 

O n the e v e n i n g of the 16th, the Prussians w e r e announced 

as be ing at N o g e n t - l e - R i o , within a short distance of Dreux. 

O n the 17th, the last g r e a t battle w a s fought at D r e u x : 

by t w o o 'c lock all was lost for the French, w h o fled to-

wards N o n a n c o u r t and A i g l e . It was not till the middle of 

the night that the enemy al lowed the B r o t h e r s to g o 011 

the field of battle to pick u p the F r e n c h dead and wounded. 

Coulmicrs. 

T h e a r m y of the Loire , under the command of G e n e r a l 

d' A u r e l l e de Paladines, m o v i n g on Orléans, fell in with the 

army of G e n e r a l V o n d e r T a n 11. O n the 9th of N o v e m b e r , 

an e n g a g e m e n t took place at Coulmiers . T h e battle lasted 

all day with g r e a t f u r y and determination. T h e y o u n g 

F r e n c h troops p r o v e d themselves ful l of c o u r a g e and mar-

tial ardor, standing solid, unfl inching, beneath a murderous 

fire; and never shrinking from a d v a n c i n g when the word 

of command was given. T h e y lay d o w n v ictor ious on the 

field of battle, a f ter putt ing G e n e r a l V o n der Tann's whole 

a r m y to flight. Orléans was saved. T h e night was spent 

in p ick ing u p the wounded. N e x t day, numerous carr iages 

came from Orléans to r e m o v e those w h o w e r e still on the 

g r o u n d , or had been placed in some of the houses of the 

n e i g h b o r i n g villages. T h e B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian S c h o o l s 

made themselves remarkable on that day by their inde-

fat igable exert ions, and their charitable care of the v i c t i m s 

of w a r ; they removed some, consoled and rel ieved others, 

with that gentleness, respect, and serenity of mind character-

istic of the true friends' of humanity . T h e y visited the 

v i l lages of C h a m p s and O r m e t e a u , the taking of which had 

been the signal for the e n e m y ' s retreat. S o m e wounded 

soldiers, forgot ten in a farmhouse at O r m e t e a u , w e r e 

b r o u g h t b y them in the e v e n i n g to the ambulance of O u r 

L a d y of Nazareth . 

Attempt to Recover Dijon. 

O n the 26th of N o v e m b e r , the Gar iba ld ian a r m y raised 



a commotion amongst the G e r m a n troops; A t t a c k e d at the 

small v i l lages of Paques and Prenois, a short distance from 

DijOn, the Prussians were beaten all da)', and retreated 

successively to the v e r y walls of the city. A c c o r d i n g to the 

w o u n d e d b r o u g h t in that e v e n i n g t o the Brothers ' ambu-

lance, the action was not decisive. 

D a r k night shrouded the combatants. It was forbidden 

t o fire a single s h o t ; the order was g i v e n to c h a r g e with 

the bayonet . A terr ible confl ict ensued ; the Prussians fled 

in all d irect ions; complete success seemed to rest with the 

F r e n c h troops. It was not to be. T h e enemy of the C h u r c h 

need not count on a v i c t o r y . A battery of mitrailleuses, 

placed in reserve to c o v e r the retreat of the Germans , sud-

denly opened fire, and in turn s truck terror into the Gar i -

baldian army. T h e action cfver, the fields w e r e s t r e w n 

w i t h the dead and the d y i n g . N e x t morning, the hospital 

w a g o n s g a t h e r e d them up. A t six o 'c lock in the evening, 

the B r o t h e r s of the boarding-school were informed that 

g r o a n s were still heard on the field of battle. Notwi thstand-

i n g the darkness and the constant rain that was falling, they 

at once set out in search of the poor wounded. 

Battle of Nuits (Dec. \Wi). 

On the 18th of D e c e m b e r , W e r d e r went out from D i j o n 
with forty-e ight pieces of cannon and t w e n t y - f o u r thousand 
men, m a r c h i n g in the direction of Nuits. His troops, divid-
ed into three columns, w e r e to attack the F r e n c h at three 
points simultaneously. G e n e r a l C r e m i e r , appr ised of the 
intended at tack on Nuits , fell back immediate ly on that 
town. T h e line of battle he established had its r i g h t rest ing 
on B o n c o u r t . 

Passing by the castle of Berchdre and Nuits , it ran up 

again to the table-land of C h a u x , and terminated on the 

left by a round eminence, the a p p r o a c h e s to which were 

defended by ravines covered with wood. 

T h e battle c o m m e n c e d at the same time all a long the line. 

D i j o n was in the g r e a t e s t anxiety ; e v e r y one longed to 

k n o w the issue of a combat sustained by 9000 Frenchmen, 

with eighteen pieces of cannon, against an e n e m y far supe-

rior in numbers and in organization. A l l night, cannon and 

carr iages w e r e passing t h r o u g h the s t reets ; it w a s said the 

G e r m a n s b r o u g h t back more than a hundred carr iage- loads 

of wounded. " T h e Prussians are taken up and cared for ; 

but what becomes of our p o o r F r e n c h m e n ? " said the chari-

table and patr iot ic B r o t h e r s of Di jon . T h e y set out for 

N u i t s w i t h o u t asking the Prussian authorit ies for a passport, 

w h i c h would doubtless have been refused. T o begin the 

g o o d w o r k at once, they b r o u g h t out some wounded, who, 

be ing almost r e c o v e r e d , they hoped might be able to make 

their escape. T h e y c o m m e n d e d them to the care of the 

Most Blessed V i r g i n and their g o o d angels. 

It was with no small diff iculty that they were a l l o w e d by 

the Prussian outposts to pass. T h e y , h o w e v e r , at last suc-

ceeded, and advanced as q u i c k l y as t h e y could. 

" A l ittle before w e reached G e v r e y , " writes B r o t h e r Mar-

ce l l ian , " w e met a t roop of c a v a l r y e s c o r t i n g some thirty 

French prisoners. H o w o u r hearts throbbed on seeing 

those p o o r y o u n g fe l lows m a r c h i n g silently a long, with 

bent head and d o w n c a s t e y e ! 

" S t a n d i n g up, w e saluted them with the respect due to 

misfortune A s soon as we reached V o s n e , w e asked if there 

were any w o u n d e d ; we were taken to a house w h e r e there 

were four. W e did all w e could f o r them; but their w o u n d s 

w e r e so serious that it was necessary to take them to the city. 



" A t the head of a long and mournful cava lcade w e arr ived 

at Nuits . T h e town was in a state of desolation impossible 

to describe. E v e r y w h e r e , remains of weapons, knapsacks, 

uniforms ! T h e Prussians had broken or burned w h a t they 

could not take a w a y ; the inhabitants w e r e only beg inning to 

venture from the cellars, w h e r e they had spent all the preced-

ing day ; the column w e had met had searched all the houses 

for soldiers or a r m s ; they had made bonfires of the muskets 

and knapsacks, and the explosion of the cartouches they 

had neglected to take w i t h them, made the concealed in-

habitants think that the battle was beginning again. T h e 

return of the enemy was expected e v e r y moment. T h e in-

habitants s h o w e d themselves ful l of compassion for the poor 

w o u n d e d ; the question was, w h o w o u l d take care of them ? 

A n ambulance was established in almost e v e r y house." 

T h e B r o t h e r s set out f o r the field of battle. It was s t rewn 

w i t h the dead, w h o m the Prussians had str ipped of everyth ing . 

In the part the B r o t h e r s visited, there were no longer any 

w o u n d e d to be found ; farther on, they explored the place 

w h e r e the thick of the fight had been, near the castle of B e r -

chere. A t this spot the enemy w a s repulsed by Colonel 

Graziani , w h o was mortal ly wounded. T h e F r e n c h arti l ler-

ists shot d o w n with remarkable precision the Prussian masses, 

w h o m W e r d e r seemed to offer as a holocaust. W h e n the 

B r o t h e r s were enter ing the city at nightfal l , they p e r c e i v e d , 

near the Patron coffee-house, a number of carr iages loaded 

with wounded. T h e large hall of the coffee-house, thanks 

to a thick layer of s traw, was converted into an ambulance ; 

the heater of the establishment made the place comfortab le 

for the p o o r soldiers, so the B r o t h e r s concluded there was 

no need for them to g o farther, w h e n there was so m u c h 

w o r k for them t h e r e : the total want of d o c t o r s made the vic-

tims d o u b l y interesting. T h e B r o t h e r s accordingly went to 
work to dress their wounds, and do w h a t they could to re-
lieve them. 

It was not long till a physic ian arr ived f rom Chalons, w h o 
completed the Brothers ' work. A f t e r g o i n g to a n e i g h b o r , 
ing ambulance to g e t some needed refreshment, they spent 
the whole night a m o n g s t the wounded. 

T h e next day they found the streets ful l of soldiers; some 
were w o u n d e d ; others had escaped the search of the Prus-
sians; all were asking the w a y t o B e a u n e , and, whether 011 
loot or r iding, all were h u r r y i n g a w a y f r o m the vicinity of 
the Germans . 

T h e Brothers questioned a p o o r soldier w h o could hardly 

walk. H e told them he had passed the night in a neighbor-

ing house, w h e r e there were ten other wounded soldiers, 

none of w h o m had y e t had their wounds dressed. 

" W e hastened to the house, " s a y s B r o t h e r Marcell ian, 

" and did the best we could for the poor fel lows. H a p p i l y , 

their wounds were not serious, and most of our patients 

were soon able to set out for Beaune, but not wi thout first 

w a r m l y thanking us for o u r services. W e , also, set out f o r 

the same place. 

" In the evening, w e learned that a Brother had come for 

us f rom Dijon. They were uneasy about us in our dear com-

munity. T h e Prussians were in a state of terror and exaspe-

ration hard to describe ; they had redoubled their precautions. 

A f t e r nine o 'c lock, 110 one could g o out into the streets ; all 

the posts were doubled. T h e y were seen to be g l o o m y and 

rest less; when they spoke of Nuits , it was w i t h tears in their 

eyes. O n that b loody day they lost the Pr ince of Baden, 

several generals and colonels, a g r e a t number of officers, and 

about seven thousand men. If a f e w thousand F r e n c h soldiers 



had appeared before the gates of Dijon, the Prussians would 

have decamped, leaving b a g g a g e and w o u n d e d in o u r pos-

session." 

O n the other hand, the French at Beaune w e r e no less 

f r ightened ; they t h o u g h t themselves complete ly beaten, and 

s p o k e about fal l ing back on C h a g n y . T h e troops spent their 

t ime rail ing against their commanders . It was s t r a n g e that 

re-enforcements had not arrived from C h a g n y on the day of 

the battle : and, especia l ly , that a corps of six or seven thou-

sand men had remained at Seurre , only t w o leagues from 

Nuits , regardless of the 18th. T h e r e a g a i n history wil l 

a n s w e r , and point out that spirit of blindness w h i c h e v e r y -

w h e r e s h o w e d itself as the undeniable proof of the D i v i n e 

chastisement. 

T h e B r o t h e r s were not to enter D i j o n again w i t h o u t some 

trouble ; they -were stopped at P e r r i g n y , and a l lowed to g o 

no farther. T h e B r o t h e r w h o had g o n e to Beaune. in search 

of them, s h o w e d the letter of B r o t h e r Pol-de-L6on, w h i c h 

had served in the morning as a passport. T h e Prussian re-

plied that the officers of the post had been punished f o r not 

hav ing required a regular permit. T h e y must w a i t the de-

cision of the superior officer, w h o was quartered half a l e a g u e 

from the vi l lage. 

A t last permission arr ived ; and before nine o ' c lock the 

p i lgr ims of charity k n o c k e d at the d o o r of their c o m m u n i t y . 

Foresee ing that e n g a g e m e n t s w o u l d o c c u r around D i j o n , 

i t was agreed to organize a flying ambulance in the boarding-

school, in o r d e r to br ing relief to the w o u n d e d on the battle-

fields. T h e B r o t h e r Infirmarian remained in the ambulance 

belonging to the house. B u t the school-classes were not to 

be neglected. B y some of the B r o t h e r s d o i n g an e x t r a share 

of labor, a certain number might be spared. A l l the Broth-

ers, without exception, asked to g o with the flying ambu-

lance ; but all could not be chosen ; and as preference is not 

usually shown in communities, all had to take their chance. 

S i x names were d r a w n from the vase, and these w e r e a l low-

ed to go. T h i s took place on the 26th of December . N e x t 

day the Prussians left D i j o n ; on the 28th, French troops 

a r r i v e d ; some d a y s after, Gar iba ld i ruled the c i ty . T h e 

Brothers ' flying ambulance was temporar i ly closed. 

The Chalons Ambulance. 

T h i s ambulance was only opened with a v i e w to the bat-

tles that might take place in B u r g u n d y . It consisted of a 

delegate from the International R e l i e f S o c i e t y , three doctors , 

t w o medical students, and f o u r B r o t h e r s of the Christian 

Schools as nurses. 

O n the formation of the a r m y of C h a g n y , it went to es-

tablish itself in the vi l lage of Bul ly . T h e camp of C h a g n y 

hav ing been brought to the banks of the Loire , it awai ted 

the opportuni ty of be ing employed. T h e first d a y s of D e -

cember, a counci l of w a r was held at Chalons between G a r i -

baldi, C r e m i e r , and Pel iss ier ; n e w troops, specially formed 

from the legions of the R h o n e , advanced as far as B e a u m e . 

T h e question was to r e c o v e r D i j o n ; the little flying ambu-

lance put itself in motion. O n the 6th of D e c e m b e r , it was 

at B e a u m e ; on the 15th, at N u i t s ; it was the only foreign 

ambulance that fo l lowed the a r m y . On the 18th, as w e 

have a lready stated, C r e m i e r ' s a r m y was at tacked by three 

Prussian columns from D i j o n ; it had to fight in disorder. 

T h e contest raged furiously all the evening, in the very 

streets of Nuits . Gar iba ld i at A u t u n , and Pelissier at 

S e u r r e , hearing the cannon, contented themselves with tele-

g r a p h i n g to Macon and to L y o n s . T h e Prussians, amazed 



at their v i c t o r y , hastened to regain Di jon. T h r e e B r o t h e r s 

from Chalons, the B r o t h e r s of Nuits , and three B r o t h e r s 

f rom Di jon, assisted the physicians of the c i ty and the ambu-

lance d o c t o r in g a t h e r i n g up the w o u n d e d , m a k i n g the first 

dressings, and organiz ing the c o n v o y s of s ick soldiers for 

Beaume, B u l l y and C h a g n y ; they also buried a great num-

ber of dead. It was not till four clays after the battle that a 

L y o n n a i s e ambulance arrived. T h e military ambulance had 

beaten a retreat with the army ; it returned to N u i t s on the 

fifth day. D u r i n g that time 500 wounded had been cared for 

by the ambulance doctor and three -local physicians, with 

the help of the B r o t h e r s and some Sisters of C h a r i t y . 

O n the 26th of January, B r o t h e r Rogat ianus , D i r e c t o r of 

Chalons, repaired to Dijon, at the request of several families, 

to br ing back the wounded mobiles of the section ; seventeen, 

of w h o m five w e r e Chalonnese, were enabled to return with 

them, and w e r e rece ived into the ambulance in the Brothers ' 

Schools. 

Alenqqn, 

G e n e r a l L i p o w s k i arr ived at A l e n c o n on the 14th of Janu-

ary, for the purpose of opposing the march of the Prussians, 

H e had t w o thousand sharpshooters, a squadron of the 8th 

Chasseurs, and e ight pieces of arti l lery. H e counted, more-

over, f o r the defence of the c i ty , on four thousand mobiles be-

longing t o the country place under his command. O n the 

15th, at e leven o 'c lock in the forenoon, the e n e m y was with-

in a short distance of A lencon ; he advanced in close battal-

ions by the road f rom Mans. T h e F r e n c h f o u g h t with e n e r g y , 

and d r o v e back the Germans . T h e c o m b a t lasted till night. 

A m m u n i t i o n failed the French, and re-enforcements came to 

the relief of the Prussians. T o persist in defending A l e n c o n 

would expose the t o w n to destruction, w i t h o u t being any 

a d v a n t a g e to the army. D u r i n g the night, L ipowski effect-

ed his retreat to St. Denis. H i s killed and wounded were 

considerable, but those of the Prussians were still greater . 

O n the 15th, when the firing had ceased, six Christ ian Broth-

ers set out in haste for the battle field, to g a t h e r up the 

wounded, w h o m they brought , through the snow, to the c i ty 

ambulances. O n the 16th, they continued their w o r k of 

charity. O n the 17th, they went, with M. Grol l ier , an ex-

deputy, to remove and bury the dead w h o w e r e y e t l y i n g on 

the battle field. 

" T h e B r o t h e r s of A l e n c o n , " said the Semaine Religieuse of 

S6ez, of the 2d of F e b r u a r y , " have shown themselves w o r t h y 

emulators of the B r o t h e r s of Paris. T h e i r c o u r a g e o u s con-

duct has exc i ted genera l admiration." T h i s eulogium, M. 

Lecointre , m a y o r of the c i tv , confirmed in a publ ic docu-

ment s igned by his o w n hand. 

Messigny. 

O n the 21st of January, it was rumored in D i j o n that there 

was fighting g o i n g on near the c i ty . T h e B r o t h e r s imme-

diately prepared to set out. T h e y w e r e directed to Messigny. 

Furnished with e v e r y t h i n g requisite for the first dressings, 

they hastened on as fast as possible. T h e cannon thundered 

loudly on the l e f t ; there was e v e r y indication of a w a r m 

encounter g o i n g 011 t o w a r d s Talant. T h e y regret ted not 

hav ing g o n e in that direction. T o g o back would cause 

great loss of time ; it was not to be t h o u g h t of. Besides, the 

scene of action be ing only a short distance from Di jon, other 

B r o t h e r s would hasten thither on hearing the cannonade. 

T h e y w e r e not mistaken : the disciples of the Venerable D e 

La Sal le were seen as usual on the battle field, tending 



the wounded, regardless of danger , w h i l e shot and shell rain-

ed around them. 

W i t h i n a league of M e s s i g n y , the B r o t h e r s met t roops 

w h o w e r e returning from fighting the Germans. A t s ight 

of the ambulance flag and stripes, the soldiers applauded 

voci ferously , and d r e w up on both sides of the w a y , to open 

a passage for the soldiers of chari ty . " T h e r e is something 

to look a t ! " they excla imed; " here c o m e men to assist us ! — 

L o n g l ive the B r o t h e r s ! " (Vivent les Freres.) T a k i n g off 

their caps, they saluted them w i t h enthusiasm. F r o m each 

new company they met, the Brothers rece ived a fresh broad-

side of praise and acclamation ; sharpshooters f rom the Is6re, 

chasseurs from the A l p s , even Gar ibaldians ,—al l opened their 

ranks. " B r a v o !" cr ied the F r e n c h ; " E v v i v a !" shouted the 

Italians ; it was a tr iumph. T h e modest heroes w h o w e r e its 

objects , hurried on as fast as they could, confused and em-

barrassed by the honor shown them. " Y o u will take g o o d 

care of o u r w o u n d e d , " said some; " W e have some dead un-

der a h e d g e , " cried o t h e r s ; " p u t them a s i d e ; w e will come 

for them." O t h e r s again said : " T a k e the names of any of 

ours y o u may find ; y o u will recognize them by their g r a y 

coats." T h e s e demands were accompanied by cordial shak-

i n g of the hands and patriot ic bravos. 

A r r i v e d at Messigny, the B r o t h e r s hastened to the battle-

field. T h e F r e n c h wounded had been almost all r e m o v e d ; 

the inhabitants had taken them into their houses, but they 

had not dared to touch the Prussians, or to g o into the fields, 

w h e r e many of the Uhlans lay. 

T h e B r o t h e r s did what they could for the Prussians, and 

then busied themselves in b u r y i n g the dead. T h e y also 

visited the several ambulances, and took the names of all the 

wounded, so as to be able to answer the inquiries w h i c h had 

been made of them. W h e n they found the serv ice was duly 

organized, and, under the care of the Sisters, the patients 

well attended to, they Set out for Di jon, in order to send 

physicians and other assistance. 

S l o w l y and cautiously t h e y went their w a y , continually 

answering the " W h o g o e s t h e r e ? " of the sentries. E v e r y -

where the lanterns of the patrol l ing officers, and the b ivouac 

fires of the men g l e a m i n g through the darkness—al l denoted 

that the m o r r o w would not pass w i t h o u t fighting. 

Battle of Talant (Jan. 22d). 

Early in the morning, the B r o t h e r s heard Mass and re-

ceived H o l y C o m m u n i o n , so as to be ready f o r any event ; 

they then set out for Talant. 

It had snowed d u r i n g the n i g h t ; the cold was p i e r c i n g ; a 

thick mist prevented seeing beyond a short distance. T h e ene-

my were n e a r ; they had pi l laged some of the vi l lage houses 

nearest the road dur ing the n i g h t ; it was necessary to m o v e 

the wounded that remained in the place as soon as possible. 

T h e B r o t h e r s hastily finished the loading of some ambu-

lance wagons, which at once started for Dijon. T h e r e were 

still more to take. T h e s e they placed with their mattresses 

on s t re tchers ; but the poor patients were not comfortable, 

and the bearers g r e a t l y fat igued. T h e Brothers gent ly 

put the wounded into a large harvest-cart which happened to 

be there, y o k e d themselves to it and set out f o r Dijon. 

Careful ly a v o i d i n g the stones and ruts of the road, they pro-

ceeded smoothly enough till they reached the c i ty . H e r e the 

r o u g h pavement j a r r e d the soldiers terr ib ly , and they w e r e 

rejoiced w h e n the B r o t h e r s reached the school ambulance 

and they w e r e transferred to clean, soft beds. S e e i n g them 



c o m f o r t a b l y set t led, t h e i n d e f a t i g a b l e r e l i g i o n s r e t u r n e d to 

" i s l f t c leared a w a y ; the m i g h t y v o i c e of the cannon 

b e g a n to m a k e „ s e l f heard . T h e P r u s s i a n s occupiedI t w o 

hilts of c o n s i d e r a b l e h e i g h t ; one < ' e d t h e v . l L . g e d 

D a i x ; the o t h e r w a s the hil l of C h a u m o n , ; the P a n s r o a d 

passe b e t w e e n t h e m . T h e F r e n c h a r t i l l e r y w a s p l a n t e d on 

t h e h e i g h t s of T a l a n t and F o n t a i n e , r i g h t oppos i te these w o 

w h i l e t h e s p a c e separat ing the t w o a r m i e s all p lanted w i t h 

v ines , w a s i n t e r s e c t e d b y n u m e r o u s l o w walls . 
A t first, the affair s e e m e d little m o r e than at. a r t e r y d u e l 

f r o m w h i c h the houses alone w e r e l ike ly to suffer. A t l e n g t h 

three L u a v e s and half a score of chasseurs , p l a c i n g them-

seWes u n d e r the leadership of an old v e t e r a n , a man of t r ied 

c o u r a g e , g l i d e d a l o n g the w a l l s u n o b s e r v e d . A r r i v e d at the 

f o o t of he d e c l i v i t y , t h e y c l i m b e d wi th g y m n a s t i c step, and 

s u d d e n l y a p p e a r e d on the top before t h e astonished Pruss ians , 

w h o fled in d i s o r d e r , s u p p o s i n g t h e m s e l v e s - t a c k e d by an 

a r m y of devi ls . T h o s e b r a v e f e l l o w s , c a l l i n g for he lp , turn-

ed t o t h e l e f t to seize four p i e c e s of ar t i l lery ; b u t their c o m -

r a d e s did not d a r e t o fo l low t h e m ; this hesitat ion enabled 

t h e Pruss ians t o save their guns . T h e t r o o p s , a s h a m e d rf 

the i r i n a c t i v i t y p r e p a r e d t o f o l l o w u p t h e bold s troke w h i c h 

hiKl s u c c e e d e d so w e l l . T h o s e nearest the hill b e g a n t o 

c l i m b it on e v e r y side t h e of fensive m o v e m e n t w a s e m -

phat ic T h e B r o t h e r s m a r c h e d in t h e f ront r a n k s ; t h e r e 

w e r e b l o o d and w o u n d s : b a n d a g e s and lint w e r e , there fore , 

in i m m e d i a t e requisit ion. ^ „ h t s o f 

. T h e G e r m a n s did not r e m a i n i n a c t i v e ; f r o m t h e tagteof 

D a i x t h e y o p e n e d a w i l l - s u s t a i n e d fire o n t h e F r e n c h . 

W h H s t the^French and Prussian balls w e r e w h i s t l i n g m the, 

e a r s ' t h e B r o t h e r s seated the w o u n d e d o n a h e a p of stones, at 

the b a c k of a d i tch , and, a f ter b i n d i n g u p their w o u n d s , car-

ried t h e m to t h e w a g o n s , w h i c h s tood in a she l tered s p o t a 

little f a r t h e r on. T h e y t e n d e d the z o u a v e w h o w a s the first 

to c l i m b t h e h e i g h t s of C h a u m o n t . A l t h o u g h b a d l y w o u n d -

ed, t h e b r a v e fe l low, c o n t r a r y to all e x p e c t a t i o n , w a s c u r e d , 

and, a f t e r a m o n t h ' s t r e a t m e n t in t h e a m b u l a n c e , b o r e a w a y , 

as trophies , some' l a r g e scars, a sabre, a g u n , and a h e l m e t 

taken f r o m the Prussians. 

M e a n w h i l e , the F r e n c h c o n t i n u e d their flanking m o v e m e n t ; 

the e n e m y , f e a r f u l of b e i n g s u r r o u n d e d , e f f e c t e d his re treat . 

T h e B r o t h e r s , p r o s e c u t i n g their c h a r i t a b l e w o r k , w e r e in-

f o r m e d by a G a r i b a l d i a n m a j o r t h a t the H a u t e V i l l e ( u p p e r 

town) a m b u l a n c e inmates had been m a s s a c r e d t h a t v e r y 

n i g h t b y t h e s a v a g e G e r m a n s . T h e y a f t e r w a r d s learned t h e 

detai ls of this h o r r i b l e b u t c h e r y f rom one of the v ic t ims , w h o 

o n l y e s c a p e d death by k e e p i n g himself mot ionless f o r t w e l v e 

h o u r s b e t w e e n a b e d and a wall . 

T h e B r o t h e r s , by their g e n e r o u s d e v o t e d n e s s , w o n t h e ad-

mirat ion of all. A n of f icer , in tending t o c o m p l i m e n t them, 

s a i d : " W e l l ! g e n t l e m e n , y o u are c e r t a i n l y d o i n g y o u r d u t y 

this t ime." A n o t h e r , s t a n d i n g b y , q u i c k l y re tor ted : " L i e u -

tenant, these g e n t l e m e n a l w a y s d o their d u t y . " T h e B r o t h -

ers smi led and w e n t on wi th their w o r k . 

H a v i n g c r o s s e d the field of batt le , t h e y r e a c h e d the C h a n -

g e y farm ; the r o a d w a s s l i p p e r y ; t h e horse t h a t d r e w t h e 

B r o t h e r s ' v e h i c l e s e e m e d l ike ly to fall at e v e r y step. B e l o w 

T a l a n t t h e y met R i c c i o t t i , at the head of a G a r i b a l d i a n col-

umn. T h e c r o w d cr ied o u t : " L o n g l ive G a r i b a l d i ! " B u t 

the f u g i t i v e of M e n t a n a had not a p p e a r e d all d a y . T h e t r u e 

hero of t h e batt le w a s t h e p o o r z o u a v e w h o lay t o s s i n g in 

d e l i r i u m on his b e d of pain, and of w h o m no one w a s think-

ing, so v a i n and blind is human g l o r y . 



Battle of Pouilly (.January 23d). 

O n the morning of the 23d of January, the B r o t h e r s of 

D i j o n set out again to pick up the F r e n c h dead still remain-

i n g on the field of battle. T h e mobiles o f A v e y r o n had paid 

a large tr ibute ; the road was s t rewn with their bodies as far 

as the heights of Bonvau. T h e B r o t h e r s w e r e jo ined by 

some benevolent men. W h e n the ambulance w a g o n was full , 

they started f o r the c i ty , all besmeared with blood ; their 

hands they washed in the snow, but their clothes remained 

c o v e r e d with large red spots. 

T h e y were near the C h a n g e y farm, w h e n the c r y arose: 

" S a v e himself w h o can ! haste ! haste ! " T h e alarm w a s 

g iven by the scouts, w h o had c a u g h t a distant v i e w of the 

Uhlans. Each one fled as fast as he could. T h e B r o t h e r s 

alone continued their march ; the over laden horse could 

g o 110 faster. S e v e r a l times they looked back to make sure 

the enemy was not in pursuit, and only breathed freely when 

they g o t below Talant . T h e r e they c o v e r e d the bodies 

w i t h straw, and soon af ter entered the city with their dismal 

load. 

A g a i n they set out, in the direction of Fontaine. Cannon 

thundered on the r i g h t ; they betook themselves to the Lan-

g r e s road. T h e battle had commenced. T h e g u n s of Fon-

taine, of Montchapel , and of Montmusard w e r e doing won-

ders, the Prussian artil lery making v i g o r o u s answer. Gar i -

baldi had established his headquarters in the castle of Pouil ly , 

three k i lometres from the c i ty ; Ricc iot t i , with some sharp-

shooters, occupied the bone-black factory m i d w a y between 

the castle and Di jon ; the mobiles lined the railroad embank-

ment. A provisional ambulance had been organized in one 

of the nearest houses. T w o priests from N o t r e D a m e par-

ish were there, administer ing to the wounded the last r ites 

of the C h u r c h , and also assisting in the dress ing of the 

wounds. T h e principal ambulance was s o m e w h a t farther 

on, in w h a t was called the C a p u c h i n barracks. T h e Broth-

ers had a lready taken up some w o u n d e d , when f rom e v e r y 

side was heard the c r y : " F l y ! fly ! save himself w h o can ! " 

T h e r e was the wildest confusion. P ieces of cannon l imber-

ed u p with the greatest di f f iculty , and took up a position at 

a trif l ing distance f rom the first houses of the city. , A t r o o p 

of c a v a l r y w e r e seen dashing past, s w e e p i n g a w a y all before 

them ; in their midst w a s seen Gar iba ld i recl ining at his ease 

in a comfortable carr iage . F i n d i n g himself no longer safe 

in the castle of Poui l ly , he was hastening t o put his precious 

person under cover , thus t h r o w i n g the whole a r m y into 

trouble and discouragement. T h e mobiles abandoned the 

railroad embankment. T h e Prussians, taking advantage of 

the disturbance, moved f o r w a r d ; the)' seized the castle de-

serted by G a r i b a l d i , and there burned several prisoners, 

amongst w h o m w a s a captain of sharpshooters. T h e French 

troops were losing g r o u n d e v e r y w h e r e ; desertion was 

assuming f r ight fu l proportions, w h e n the c a v a l r y , hav ing 

placed the hero of A s p r o m o n t e in a place of safety, re-appear-

ed on the scene and occupied all the exits. T h e c a v a l r y -

men hastened, r e v o l v e r in hand, to bring back the fugi t ives , 

and ruthlessly shot d o w n those w h o would not obey . T h e s e 

heroic measures succeeded : forced to remain under fire, and 

rece iv ing at the same t ime some re-enforcements, the soldiers 

again resumed their c o u r a g e . A fearful roll of m u s k e t r y 

was heard ; the fire, f o r m i n g a continuous line, was seen ad-

vanc ing or r e c e d i n g a c c o r d i n g to the evolut ions of the f i g h t ; 

the sharp sound of the mitrail leuses broke in on the hoarse 

rattle of the musketry ; the sullen roar of the cannon form-



ed the bass of this dreadful concert . T h e r e was half an hour 

of terrible anxiety ; no one k n e w which side was g a i n i n g the 

a d v a n t a g e . 

T h e B r o t h e r s did not take a moment's rest ; no sooner had 

they carr ied off one w o u n d e d soldier, than they hastened 

for a n o t h e r ; thus incessantly c o m i n g and going . Bal ls 

whist led about them ; shells fell within a f e w paces of their 

position, and were seen tear ing up the p l o u g h e d earth, w h e r e , 

happily, few of them e x p l o d e d . T h e y did not hope to es-

cape, but, addressing fervent p r a y e r s to heaven, they con-

tinued their w o r k of chari ty , undaunted by the fear of 

death. 

T h e terrible arch of fire g r e w narrower and n a r r o w e r ; the 

art i l lery, annoyed by the fog, could not support their t roops 

ef fect ively . O n the left, decis ive w o r k was g o i n g on. R i c -

ciotti held his g r o u n d in the factory , w h i c h the Prussians 

had complete ly surrounded ; through the windows, t h r o u g h 

the apertures in the outer wall, a fearful lire lit up the ranks 

of the assailants, but nowise diminished their a r d o r ; some 

even, hoisted by their comrades, had scaled the wall and 

jumped into the enclosure, w h e r e they were quick ly pierced 

with bullets. T h e Isère sharpshooters and other companies, 

understanding that the moment w a s decisive, darted f o r w a r d 

simultaneously, crossed the walls, and fell with their b a y o -

nets on the Germans . T h e latter, unable to sustain this 

shock, fled precipitate ly , leaving the colors of their (6ist) 

regiment. T h e y were hot ly pursued ; on e v e r y side the 

trumpets w e r e heard sounding the c h a r g e : " F o r w a r d ! for-

w a r d ! " cr ied the French ; " c h a r g e bayonets ! " T h e Prus-

sians fled still more rapidly , and were pursued as far as the 

heights, w h e r e the French took u p a s trong position. T h e 

Brothers , with the stretchers on their shoulders, had fo l iow-

5d e v e r y incident of the f i g h t ; never quai l ing f o r an instant, • 

they were almost alone in lending aid to the p o o r wounded. 

Soldiers w h o were able to walk, d r a g g e d themselves to the 

ambulance, others p laced themselves, or were placed, on the 

stretchers ; some died on the way , and w e r e laid as corpses 

on the ambulance bed. 

" S e v e r a l , " writes B r o t h e r Marcel l ian, " a r r i v e d safe ; and, 

notwithstanding their e x c r u c i a t i n g sufferings, thanked us for 

br inging them to a p lace of safety. A t their wish, w e g o t a 

priest f o r them, so that they could receive the last rites of 

the C h u r c h before death, to which, with a firm trust in G o d , 

they b o w e d in humble resignation. 

" T h e moment of d a n g e r was past ; doctors and nurses 

arr ived in numbers. It w a s time, for o u r strength was ex-

hausted, and we bent our steps to our community . D u r i n g 

the fo l lowing days, we went out to take up the F r e n c h dead. 

Then it w a s that G a r i b a l d i issued his famous, or rather in-

famous, proclamation, in which, boast ing he had vanquished 

the proud Germans , he held up priests and rel igious to public 

contempt and execrat ion ! T h i s was the reward of o u r 

serv ice ; th? only one w e could e x p e c t from the excommuni-

cated Italian. W e r e v e n g e d ourselves by redoubl ing our 

care of the numerous Garibaldians in our ambulance, and 

who, for the most part, g a v e us consolation." 

V e n g e a n c e rests with G o d . T h e g l o r y which the enemies . 

of G o d and religion assumed to themselves, was of the 

shortest possible durat ion: the placards had scarcely been 

posted up, when it became k n o w n that all these attacks on 

Di jon were mere s tratagems of war. It had been expedient 

to keep the fifty thousand men and one hundred pieces of 

cannon of Garibaldi ' s army e n g a g e d , whilst Manteuffel 's 

troops were crossing the diff icult passes, and, fal l ing on Dole , 



were at one stroke cut t ing off the retreat and provis ioning of 
B o u r b a k i ' s a r m y . 

T h e n G a r i b a l d i fled in all haste, l eav ing the c i ty , as a last 
memento, the contribution of a million of francs, in r e a d y 
money, t o Manteuffel. 

Pontarlier. 

O n the 24th of January, there remained but one w a y open 
to Bourbaki ' s army, that of Pontarlier, t h r o u g h the Jura 
Mountains, and even that was threatened on the flank by 
Manteuffel. G e n e r a l Cl inchant succeeded Bourbaki . O n 
the 27th of January, the heads of his columns reached Pont-
arlier, while the Prussians w e r e already seeking to cut off 
that single line of retreat. O n the 28th, the w h o l e a r m y was 
in the neighborhood of that town. On the 29th, the enemy 
attacked them at Chaffois , at Sombacourt , and Planches. On 
the 31st, G e n e r a l ' C l i n c h a n t addressed his soldiers in these 
t e r m s : — 

" Soldiers of the a r m y of the E a s t : 

" E v e n a f e w hours since, t had a hope of s a v i n g y o u f o r 

the national defence. O u r passage to L y o n s through the 

J u r a Mountains was safe. 

" A fatal error has p laced us in a position, the danger of 

w h i c h I will not conceal from you. 

" W h i l s t o u r faith in* the armistice, which had been an-

nounced and confirmed t o us by our government , bound 

us to remain inactive, the hostile columns continued their 

march, took possession of the passes that had been ours, and 

so cut off our retreat. It is now too late to accomplish the 

w o r k so interrupted ; w e are surrounded by superior forces, 

but I wil l not g i v e up to Prussia either a man or a gun. 

tl W e are g o i n g t o ask from S w i s s neutrality the protect ion 

of its flag; but in this retreat t o w a r d s the frontier I c o u n t 

on a final effort on y o u r part. L e t us, foot by foot, defend 

the last slopes of o u r m o u n t a i n s ; let us protect the retreat 

of our art i l lery , and only retire to a hospitable soil after w e 

shall have saved our stores, ammunit ion and cannon. 

" S o l d i e r s , I count on y o u r e n e r g y , y o u r firmness; the 

country must k n o w that w e have all done o u r d u t y to the 

last, and that fate alone compels us t o lay d o w n o u r arms. 

" C L I N C H A N T . " 

T h e departure of the army for Switzer land took place on 

F e b r u a r y 1st. A b o u t t w o o 'c lock in the afternoon, its rear-

guard was at tacked in the pass of L a C l u s e ; the firing w a s 

at t w e n t y p a c e s ; the G e r m a n s sustained considerable losses 

about Pontarl ier and on the heights. T h e French, sur-

rounded on e v e r y side, o v e r w h e l m e d by numbers, fell back, 

exhausted by fat igue, h u n g e r and cold. B u t they made 

their retreat murderous to the enemy ; the g r o u n d was 

strewn with Prussian corpses and broken weapons : the snow, 

red with human blood. D u r i n g the engagements , the F r e n c h 

continued their dismal retreat, w h i c h the reserve had the 

honor of c o v e r i n g . 

A t four o 'c lock in the afternoon, the nurses of the fourth 

international ambulance, accompanied by e ight B r o t h e r s 

furnished with stretchers, repaired to the scene of the con-

flict, and took up F r e n c h and G e r m a n s , w h o m they b r o u g h t 

to the Christ ian School , about t w o k i lometres distant. T h i s 

charitable and painful mission was not finished til! ten 

o 'c lock at night , when the cold was 30 or 40 degrees below 

zero. 
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Ham. 

O n D e c e m b e r 9th, at six o 'c lock in the evening , G e n e r a l 

L e c o m t e , commander of the first division of the t w e n t y -

second corps, arr ived at I lam. Here another e n g a g e m e n t 

took place, in which the Prussians capitulated, leaving with 

the French t w o hundred and seventy-f ive prisoners, of w h o m 

twelve were officers or engineers. T h e B r o t h e r s of the 

Christ ian S c h o o l s removed the w o u n d e d , and did ambulance 

duty for ten days. 

Bombardment of Beauregard (Thionville). 

" It was the 22d of N o v e m b e r , " writes the B r o t h e r Di-

rector of the boarding-school of B e a u r e g a r d , " about seven 

o ' c lock in the m o r n i n g : f rom e i g h t y to one hundred pieces 

of cannon, posted on ail the heights around the square of 

Thionvi l le , concentrated their fire on that town and threw 

the population into terror and dismay. S o m e poor families 

h a v i n g no cellars in which to shelter themselves from the 

bombshells c o m i n g in the direction oi B e a u r e g a r d , I had 

them retire to the cellars of our establishment. T h e s e w e r e 

some fifty in n u m b e r ; beds were taken there, a stove put up, 

and, tiil after the surrender of the place, w e furnished them 

with all the necessaries of life. T h e H o l y Sacrament was 

exposed in one of the cellars, where, from time to time, 

p r a y e r s w e r e offered up for the wel fare of all. N o more 

t o u c h i n g sight could be imagined than that priest, those re-

l igious, those old people, those children, all united in spirit, 

in presence of Jesus Chr is t lovingly with them there in that 

poor place, d imly lit by the sanctuary lamp. A hundred 

v o i c e s thundered fearful ly around ; shells whistled above o u r 

heads, br inging fire and death to the doomed town. W e 

w e r e reminded of Bethlehem and the-Catacombs, and at the 

same time had before us a faint y e t dreadful y n a g e of what 

the Last D a y is t o be. It was not hard to recol lect one's se l f : 

prayer escaped from the lips, or rather from the soul, as a 

natural and irresistible o u t p o u r i n g , g i v i n g c o m f o r t and 

serenity to affl icted, terror-stricken hearts. 

" W e were in this situation f o r t w o d a y s and a half, and 

two nights. On the morning of the third d a y ( N o v e m b e r 

25th), p e r c e i v i n g that the fire of the b e s i e g i n g party redoub-

led its violence, it o c c u r r e d to us to make application to 

G e n e r a l V o n K a m e c k e , commander-in-chief of the G e r m a n 

army. I spoke to the chaplain about the matter , and it w a s 

a g r e e d that we should both g o t o his headquarters , furnish-

ed with a white Hag, and escorted by G e r m a n soldiers. W e 

sent to the General-in-chief the fo l lowing l e t t e r : — 

" ' T o T H E G E N E R A L C O M M A N D I N G T H E A R M Y B E F O R E 

T H I O N V I L L E . 

" ' G E N E R A L : 

" ' W e , the minister of a G o d of charit}', and a rel igious 

v o w e d to the practice of that virtue, venture to b e g of y o u r 

Exce l lency permission to offer in the class-rooms of the 

school-house of B e a u r e g a r d , an asylum to the women and 

children of the town of Thionvi l le . 

" 1 R e c a l l i n g to mind the w o r d s of y o u r s o v e r e i g n , " I make 

war on the E m p e r o r and his soldiers, and not on the people," 

we hope that y o u wil l have compassion on these innocent 

victims, w h o can only w e e p and die. 

" ' Please to accept , general , etc. 

" ' ALTMAYER, Chaplain. 

" ' B R O T H E R A T H A N A S I U S , Director.' 



" T h e general received the flag-bearers v e r y c o u r t e o u s l y , 
but declared he could not a c c e d e to their r e q u e s t ; he under-
stood such a step on the part of a priest and a rel igious, but 
the necessities of w a r did not permit him to g r a t i f y wishes 
which he fully shared. 

" A great number of the houses had been destroyed, and 
many others were quite uninhabitable. A s soon as the town 
was open, I w r o t e to the m a y o r , of fer ing o u r class-rooms to 
those whose houses had been burned. I sent a similar letter 
to General V o n K a m e c k e , w h o , by the surrender of the place, 
had become the only recognized authori ty . 

" T h e general sent his adjutant the same evening, to com-
mend our generosi ty , and to say that I might arrange next 
day with the Prussian officer in command f o r the e x e c u t i o n 
of my project . 

" T h e m a y o r and the whole population of Thionvi l le tes-

tified the l ivel iest grat i tude. T h e y g lad ly availed them-

selves of o u r offer. T h e sub-prefect asked to stay at our 

house while he remained in Thionvi l le . T w o families g a v e 

us their furniture in charge. E i g h t others installed them-

selves in our house, b r i n g i n g with them w h a t they had been 

able to snatch from the flames. Final ly , some fifty p o o r per-

sons w e r e sent us, w h o had lost their all. W e p r o v i d e d them 

with food and what c lothing they needed." 

Peronne. 

On the ist of D e c e m b e r , a c o m p a n y of 100 mobiles t o o k 

possession of the Brothers ' house in P6ronne. T h e classes 

had been closed by order of the authorit ies. T h e orphans 

of the establishment were with dif f iculty sent to Epehy. T h e 

b o m b a r d m e n t of the town commenced on the 28th of D e -

cember and continued till the 10th of January . Nine field 



batteries, under the c o m m a n d of Colonel V o n K a m e c k e , were 

employed in that attack. T h e brunt w a s concentrated on the 

dwel l ings of the t o w n , n e g l e c t i n g the s u b u r b s and the ram-

parts: d u r i n g the first day the fire was e x t r e m e l y violent, and 

aimed direct ly at the c h u r c h , the hospital, and the munici-

pal buildings. T h e s a v i n g of the sick from the hospital was 

effected under a rain of fire, thanks to the c o u r a g e of the, 

nuns and a f e w of the townspeople . 

T w o recruits were mortal ly wounded in one of the Broth-

ers 'c lass-rooms. A l l the others, in terror, s o u g h t r e f u g e in 

the cellar, which was too small to contain them w i t h o u t 

great c r o w d i n g . 

O n the 31st of D e c e m b e r , the firing suddenly ceased. 

N e x t day there was a suspension of hosti l it ies; the army of 

the N o r t h was m a r c h i n g t o w a r d s B a p a u m e : the Prussians 

had g o n e to fight them. 

January 2d, at ten o ' c lock in the morning, the bombard-

ment was resumed with r e n e w e d f u r y , and continued with-

out intermission. E v e r y one sought a place of safety. M a n y 

took r e f u g e in the casemates of the castle. T h e r e , as in the 

Brothers ' cellar, the space w a s limited. Pressed closely to-

gether, men could neither stretch their limbs nor lie down. 

T h i s m a r t y r d o m lasted nine d a y s and a half. C h a r g e d with 

supply ing food and drink to more than four hundred per-

sons, the B r o t h e r s w e r e obl iged to cross a large court -yard 

twe lve or fifteen t imes a d a y . W h e n the whist l ing of a shell 

was heard, they stretched themselves 011 the g r o u n d and 

were thus saved from any accident. On the 10th of January, 

the town capitulated ; seventy houses had been complete ly 

destroyed, five or six hundred w e r e rendered more or less 

uninhabitable ; some f e w remained almost uninjured ; that of 

the B r o t h e r s was a m o n g the fortunate number. 



C H A P T E R X V . 

T E M P O R A R Y M I L I T A R Y A C C O M M O D A T I O N . 

T h e Christian B r o t h e r s have p r o v e d their patriotism be-

f o r e the whole world. T h e y have i l lumined their country ' s 

misfortune by the radiance of their ever-act ive charity T h e 

g r e a t e r the difficulties became, the more wi l l ing were they 

to d e v o t e themselves f o r the public weal. In their sublime 

abnegation and their untir ing zeal, they nobly carried out 

the t w o great commandments: l o v e of G o d and of their ne igh-

bor. W e have admired them in the ambulance and on the 

battle field ; let us fol low them into their o w n homes, and see 

them w e l c o m i n g soldiers, and p lac ing at their disposal the 

fraternal assistance of each c o m m u n i t y . 

Central District.—Nevers. 

T h e position of N e v e r s , in the neighborhood of camp, 

not far from threatened Departments , made it liable to the 

frequent passage of troops. F r o m the 12th of S e p t e m b e r till 

the 19th of March, the B r o t h e r s had successively to l o d g e 

mobiles, national guards , mobile recruits, sharpshooters, sol-

diers of the line, and some T u r c o s . T h e number of these 

t roops sometimes reached 300, and was n e v e r less than 150. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g d o c u m e n t will show the g e n e r o u s hospi-

tality extended to the soldiers : 

" T h e captain commanding the 5th C o m p a n y of the First 

Battalion, stationed in the establishment of the B r o t h e r s of 
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the Christ ian S c h o o l s in N e v e r s , certifies that d u r i n g the 

stay of his company in said establishment, nothing but praise 

was due to the B r o t h e r s , and part icular ly the B r o t h e r Direct-

or, w h o k indly g a v e the mobile g u a r d s the use of b e d d i n g , 

cooking utensils, w o o d and l ight . T h e captain, in his o w n 

name and that of the members of his c o m p a n y , is happy to 

testify his g r a t i t u d e to them. 

" F O U L O N , 

" Captain in Command." 

A n o t h e r tribute to the" B r o t h e r s is the letter addressed to 

the Journal de la Nièvre by M. de Lignerol le , chief editor of 

the Propagateur de /' Aube :— 

" D E A R B R O T H E R E D I T O R : 

« 1 would be much obl iged by y o u r publ ishing in y o u r 

journal a f e w lines relat ive to the hospitality extended by 

the Christian B r o t h e r s of N e v e r s to the A u b e sharpshooters. 

" In their o w n Department , our men have been sometimes 

badly enough rece ived, so that w e are all the more sensible 

of the cordial recept ion g i v e n us by the Brothers . S ince 

the month of A u g u s t , the B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian Schools 

have unceasingly placed their resources at the disposal of 

the numerous troops under marching orders. T h e i r pat ience 

and their generosi ty are alike inexhaustible, as all the A u b e 

sharpshooters can bear witness. I would thank y o u to say 

so publ ic ly , especial ly as some evi l-minded persons have as-

serted that w e took forcible possession of the B r o t h e r s 

domicile. B r o t h e r Superior , whose amiability and char i ty 

are well k n o w n , can tell you, if requisite, w h e t h e r such was 

the case. 

« A c c e p t , e t c . B . R . D E L I G N E R O L L E , 

« Chief Editor of the Propagateur de /' Aube. ^ 
" Sergeant in the Aube Sharpshooters" 



T h e different corps l o d g e d at the Brothers ' house general ly 

left some sick at their departure . T h e s e the B r o t h e r s cared 

f o r with the greatest kindness, washing and mending their 

clothes and s u p p l y i n g them gratui tous ly with e v e r y neces-

sity till they were entirely cured. 

It was not alone to the soldiers l o d g e d in their house that 

the B r o t h e r s extended their hospitality ; f e w d a y s passed 

d u r i n g the war, and long after it was over , that some p o o r 

soldier in a pitiable condition did not call at their door. It 

is needless to say they all received e v e r y possible assistance, 

many even in money. 

La Charité. 

F r o m the ioth of O c t o b e r till the 18th of the same month, 

the Brothers lodged six hundred and eleven soldiers. A f t e r 

that, one hundred and five wounded and convalescent sol-

diers passed a longer or shorter time with them. 

Claniccy. 

F r o m the 16th to the 30th of N o v e m b e r , the B r o t h e r s 

l o d g e d 150 soldiers. T h e i r house was open to the many w h o 

c r o w d e d the town, and as they were sure of a kind welcome, 

not a day passed without some of them c o m i n g for f a v o r s 

and assistance. F r o m the 15th of N o v e m b e r till the 15th of 

F e b r u a r y , the community entertained 400 soldiers, some of 

them Garibaldians. A l l , wi thout except ion, s h o w e d them-

selves most grateful . 

Château- Chinon. 

D u r i n g the invasion of the C ô t e - d ' O r , large numbers of the 

r e g u l a r a r m y and mobiles came to Château-Chinon. O n 

four different occasions the B r o t h e r s l o d g e d a number, and 

g a v e each one, on parting, a franc w h e r e w i t h to secure the 

first stage. T h e Brothers ' slender means made this gener-

osity precious, l ike the w i d o w ' s mite, in o u r dear L o r d ' s 

s i g h t 
Prcmery (Nievre). 

F r o m the 1st of D e c e m b e r till the end of March, the 

B r o t h e r s l o d g e d nearly 900 mobiles and recruits. T h e 

B r o t h e r Director , learning that 3500 had c r o w d e d into the 

town, and k n o w i n g that most of the inhabitants could not 

receive them, hastened to inform the colonel that the 

community c o u l d g i v e hospitality t o 200 men. T h e offer 

was immediate ly accepted. " A t times my heart b led ," 

wrote the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of P r e m e r y , " at seeing a large 

number of these p o o r soldiers, after a march of e i g h t or ten 

leagues t h r o u g h frost and rain, g a t h e r i n g , faint and ex-

hausted, round the stove, silently eat ing a piece of bread, 

sometimes frozen, or soaked with rain. T h e n I hastened to 

prepare soup for them, or to g i v e them bread and wine. 

If w e could not a l w a y s entertain them as w e would wish, 

on a c c o u n t of their g r e a t numbers, w e at least had a l w a y s 

the pleasure of g i v i n g them l ight and warmth. T h e stoves 

were kept g o i n g all n ight in each class-room." 

In the morning, a large boiler of g o o d soup was made for 

the poor y o u n g fellows, and in its e n j o y m e n t they f o r g o t the 

hunger of the d a y before. M a n y of those l o d g e d e lsewhere, 

hearing f rom their comrades of the kindness of the Brothers , 

left the places they were in, and went and took u p their 

quarters in the class-rooms of the Christ ian School . 

Moulins. 

W i t h o u t interrupt ing their classes, the B r o t h e r s of this 

district l o d g e d 150 soldiers a d a y , on an a v e r a g e , f o r seven 



months. T h e s e became g r e a t l y a t tached to the Brothers , 

and w h e n they left, i t w a s like a family part ing. 

Chateauroux. 

D u r i n g the months of A u g u s t and September , the Broth-

ers g a v e the use of their community and boarding-school to 

the authorities, reserv ing t o themselves only the chapel and 

a detached house at the end of the garden. 

F o r seven weeks they lodged four hundred mobiles. A t 

the time of re-opening the classes, the administration caused 

the place to be evacuated. B u t the rooms had b e c o m e un-

healthy by the presence of so many soldiers ; the small-pox, 

spreading in the t o w n , a t tacked the B r o t h e r s ; t h e y w e r e all 

stricken d o w n ; t w o died. 

Gueret. 

O n the 28th of A u g u s t , the military authorit ies l o d g e d 

troops in five of the Brothers ' class-rooms. T i l l the 28th of 

S e p t e m b e r , three hundred mobiles w e r e located there. Al-

most to the end of D e c e m b e r , troops were c o m i n g and going . 

D u r i n g the t w o fo l lowing months, the house served as bar-

racks f o r three hundred and fifty recrui ts be longing to this 

Department . T i l l the 28th of M a y , 1800 men w e r e l o d g e d 

successively in the Brothers ' establishment. " W e have felt 

the effects of the trials w h i c h Div ine just ice had in store for 

o u r unfortunate c o u n t r y , " said the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of 

G u e r e t " W e , too, for nine months, have had o u r share in the 

immense sorrow w h i c h has visited o u r land." 

Henrichemont. 

N e a r l y all t h r o u g h the war , the Christ ian S c h o o l of this 

loca l i ty w a s used as a l o d g i n g for the troops. It sheltered, 

on an average , s ixty soldiers a day . A t first, the B r o t h e r s 

continued their classes in a sort of passage prepared for the 

purpose, but the number of soldiers increasing, the passage 

was g i v e n up, the pupils were dismissed, and the B r o t h e r s 

devoted themselves w h o l l y to the serv ice of the army. 

Regions of the North and North-West.—Arras. 

T h i s town was often traversed by troops. O n account of 

their number, the soldiers, exhausted by fat igue af ter the 

e n g a g e m e n t s they had to sustain, and by long and painful 

marches, could hardly obtain l o d g i n g s . T h e B r o t h e r s then 

opened their doors and took them in to the number of a 

hundred, or a hundred and fifty at a time. B e f o r e the close 

of the w a r they had thus sheltered o v e r 4000. T h e Courrier 

dn Pas-de-Calais, in its issue of D e c e m b e r 1st, 1870, speaks in 

the most g l o w i n g terms of the hospital i ty extended by the 

B r o t h e r s to the poor, exhausted soldiers. 

Abbeville. 

T h e military authorit ies, anxious to resist the invaders, 

assembled from ten to fifteen thousand mobiles. T h e s e at 

first l o d g e d a m o n g the inhabitants; a f terwards they w e r e 

sent to the B r o t h e r s , whose establishment w a s c o n v e r t e d 

into barracks, and the B r o t h e r s supplied them with fuel at 

their o w n expense. 

Falaise. 

On the 17th of January , 180 recruits a r r i v e d at the B r o t h -

ers' in a state of misery and suf fer ing impossible to de-

scribe. F o r three d a y s they had received neither money nor 

provisions. T h e Brothers , in their compassion, did all they 

could to rel ieve them ; they g o t them bread, wine, and soup, 



besides s t r a w to sleep on. A g o o d fire was kept up the 

whole night. T h e next d a y , with g r a t e f u l tears, they parted 

f rom their kind entertainers. 

Caen. 

O n one of the coldest d a y s in winter , it became k n o w n in 

C a e n that several soldiers, w h o had arr ived late and unex-

pectedly , had passed the g r e a t e r part of the n ight on the 

C i t y Hal l square. T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r expressed deep re-

g r e t that the authorit ies had not sent t h e m to the w a r m and 

spacious class-rooms of the Christ ian S c h o o l . 

S o m e d a y s later, t w o hundred and twenty- f ive arrived. 

W e will let the B a y e u x Semaine 'Religieuse, in its issue of D e -

cember 25th, tell the w a y in w h i c h they were received by 

the sons of the V e n e r a b l e D e L a Sal le : 

" T h e hour was l a t e ; nevertheless, with their usual ac t iv i ty , 

the B r o t h e r s soon prepared l o d g i n g s for t w e n t y - f i v e soldiers. 

A b o u t e i g h t o 'c lock, they saw a troop of t w o hundred and 

fifty men m a r c h i n g into their yard. F a r from being dis-

c o u r a g e d by this unexpected number , the B r o t h e r s redoub-

led their zeal and energy , and ere long there was sufficient 

convenience r e a d y for the a c c o m m o d a t i o n of all. F o r that 

night , at least, t h e y were sheltered from the inc lemency of 

the weather. 

" B u t the B r o t h e r s were not content with p r o v i d i n g l o d g i n g 

for the p o o r fel lows. T h e y went to w o r k and supplied t h e m 

w i t h a g o o d supper. S o m e kind neighbors sent in meat, 

vegetables , wine and other things needed. 

" A f t e r supper, the B r o t h e r s walked arm in arm with the 

soldiers in the y a r d , w h e n the w o r d ' confession' happened 

to be m e n t i o n e d ; one looked at the o t h e r : a m o n g them 

w e r e many former pupils of the Brothers , w h o remembered 

the lessons of their devoted teachers. A n old sergeant , w h o 

had escaped f rom Sedan, k n o w i n g wel l how to reach the 

soldiers ' hearts, soon talked them into the cause of duty and 

conscience. F r o m nine o ' c l o c k till midnight four of the pity 

priests were e n g a g e d in hearing these confessions. 

.'•' A t five o ' c lock next m o r n i n g the b u g l e sounded, and 

o u r b r a v e fel lows, after a comfortable night 's rest, set out f o r 

C a e n with hearts full of g r a t i t u d e to their kind hosts. 

E v e r y squad had a small provision of brandy b r o u g h t by 

some g e n e r o u s persons in the n e i g h b o r h o o d . " 

A b o u t the end of D e c e m b e r , some three hundred mobiles 

w e r e again w e l c o m e d with the same kindness by the Broth-

ers. S ix priests came to the house over-night , and heard the 

confessions of the g r e a t e r number. S e v e r a l of them received 

H o l y C o m m u n i o n at the next M a s s ; one hundred and t w e n t y 

received the scapular : the others were already w e a r i n g it. 

January the 14th, three hundred and thirty-f ive convales-

cents or wounded arr ived at the Brothers ' . Soon after, those 

w h o were able to bear the j o u r n e y were sent home to their 

famil ies; th i r ty r e m a i n e d ; of these, five died, fortified by 

the last sacraments of the C h u r c h . 

T o w a r d s the end of F e b r u a r y , the B r o t h e r s threw open 

their doors to a g r e a t number of soldiers c r o w d i n g into the 

c i ty . O n the 7th of M a r c h , 1871, the m a y o r wrote to Broth-

er D i r e c t o r : — 

" A l l o w me to thank y o u f o r the cordial and devoted as-

sistance which y o u and y o u r B r o t h e r s have g iven us in the 

trials t h r o u g h which w e have j u s t passed. T h e spirit of 

chari ty inspired y o u , as it a l w a y s does. T h e municipal b o d y 

beg to tender y o u their most sincere thanks. 

" B e l i e v e , dear B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r , in m y respect and devot-

e d s e n t i m e n t s . R O U L L A N D . " 



Avranches. 

O n D e c e m b e r 26th, the B r o t h e r s ' free school was used f o r 

the recept ion of mobiles. T h e B r o t h e r s and their boarders 

had to l o d g e e lsewhere, at a rental of three hundred and fifty 

francs per month. T h e y had to keep school in t w o houses, 

take their meals in a third, and sleep in a fourth. 

S o m e d a y s after this arrangement , t w o hundred men ar-

rived with certif icates f o r l o d g i n g . T h e y w e r e wet , cold 

and h u n g r y . T h e B r o t h e r s w a r m e d the rooms for them, and 

g a v e them wine and supper, but their beds w e r e already oc-

cupied by the mobiles. T h e B r o t h e r s w e n t out t h r o u g h the 

ne ighborhood and prevai led on the parents of their pupils to 

take them in. T h e next morning, they breakfasted at the 

Brothers ' , and parted with mutual protestations of g o o d will. 

T h a t evening a company of one hundred men arr ived at their 

house, and w e r e treated in the same w a y , and in part ing ex-

pressed the same grat i tude for the kindness shown them. 

V i r e and C h e r b o u r g did a like w o r k , the latter accommo-

dat ing o v e r 3000 soldiers within one month. 

Valognes. 

F r o m the 15th of D e c e m b e r , the t roops m o v i n g from or to-
w a r d the camps of Benevi l le and Sortov i l l e stopped at the 
Brothers ' for food and lodging . T h o s e that w e r e sick and 
unable to move 011, stayed with the Brothers , and were kindly 
cared for. E v e r y week, e v e r y d a y , b r o u g h t new t r o o p s ; as 
many as t w e l v e hundred arr ived in t w o days. B y the end 
of F e b r u a r y , the B r o t h e r s had l o d g e d o v e r three thousand 
men of all arms, and tended t w o hundred and fifty sick. T h e i r 
admirable conduct elicited the praise of all, and several t imes 
cal led forth honorable mention in the mil i tary " o r d e r of the 
d a y . " 

Saint-Sauveur-La- Vicomte (Mamhe). 

F r o m the 21st of S e p t e m b e r till the 1st of October , the 

B r o t h e r s l o d g e d forty mobiles. O n D e c e m b e r 10th, the house 

was turned into a barracks and received, on an a v e r a g e , from 

150 to 200 men a da)'. B e t w e e n the 10th of January and the 

18th, only a few remained, and classes were resumed. 

Western and South- Western Districts.—Nantes. 

F r o m the 26th of January till the end of March, the Broth-

ers' boarding-school a m b u l a n c e was, by order of the authori-

ties, c o n v e r t e d into b a r r a c k s f o r the. mobile conscripts of 

the Loire-Infér ieure, returned f r o m the e n g a g e m e n t s about 

Mans f o r rest and re-organization. T h e B r o t h e r s quick ly 

fitted u p the spacious bui ldings of the novit iate for five hun-

dred men. 

Mayenne. 

T w e n t y thousand men were quartered at Mayenne. F r o m 

the 16th of January till the 26th of F e b r u a r y , there w e r e 

never less than 180 men in the Brothers ' house, w h i c h had 

been converted into an Entré dépôt. On several occasions 

there w e r e 300, and on some d a y s even 400 cal l ing for atten-

tion. 

" O u r house," writes the B r o t h e r Director , in his report , 

" was appointed as the dépôt l o r detached corps, whose 

sick w e constantly took care of. E v e r y d a y a g o o d number 

of men c a m e inquir ing for their respect ive corps, battalion 

or c o m p a n y . A l l slept at the house ; and those w h o w e r e 

without means to procure food, applied at our kitchen, where 

they a l w a y s found something to eat and drink, and w h a t e v e r 

else they needed. 



" T h e railroad dépôt be ing in our quarter , w e carr ied thith-

er bread, wine and linen to the dear Sisters, w h o w e r e 

nurs ing o v e r 200 sick that w e r e wai t ing f o r the departure 

of the train for Rennes. D u r i n g the nine d a y s the zouaves 

spent in Mayenne, 250 of them w e r e l o d g e d in o u r house. 

" F o r them, as for all the other soldiers w h o had p r e c e d e d 

them, there w e r e a l w a y s w a r m drinks, wine, and other little 

comforts , w h i c h w e g a v e to the sick w h o could do w i t h o u t 

the d irect treatment of the hospital or ambulance ." 

T h e sub-prefect and m a y o r of M a y e n n e and the members 

of the Municipal G o v e r n m e n t publ ic ly testified their grati-

tude to the B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian S c h o o l s f o r the kindly 

care t h e y took of the sick and w o u n d e d , and the g e n e r o u s 

hospital i ty they extended to the entire a r m y which passed 

in that vicinity. 

Evron (Mayenne). 

T h e B r o t h e r s of this place, whose schools were closed in 

S e p t e m b e r by an arbitrary order of the prefect , l o d g e d a 

g r e a t number of soldiers d u r i n g the war. In the space of 

t w o months o v e r 3000 soldiers succeeded each other in the 

house, a v e r a g i n g 250 per da)'. 

T h e expense occasioned by this continual c h a r g e of sol-

diers was borne entirely by the Brothers. T h i s was the w a y 

in w h i c h they r e v e n g e d themselves for the cruel and brutal 

t reatment they had received. 

Château- G ont]lier. 

F o r four weeks, the B r o t h e r s l o d g e d some 180 soldiers. 

A t M amers, fifty-one G e r m a n and F r e n c h soldiers remain-

ed for some time. A t Sable (Sarthe), 150 soldiers w e r e re-

ce ived under the hospitable roof of the Christ ian B r o t h e r s . 

lours. 

T h e St . G a t i e n school was turned into a barracks on the 

18th of September , 1871 ; on that day it rece ived 250 soldiers. 

Companies of 200 to 300 often arr ived. B y the 2d of O c t o -

ber, 2700 men had l o d g e d there. On the 7th, 8th, 9th of 

October , the B r o t h e r s l o d g e d 300 of Charet te ' s a r m y . O n 

the 9th, the f u g i t i v e of Mentana, the c o w a r d l y insulter of 

the S o v e r e i g n Ponti f f and his defenders, a r r i v e d in T o u r s ; 

the faithful zouaves would not expose their g lor ious uniforms 

to the g a z e of the Garibaldian m o b ; they stayed indoors all 

day at St. G a t i e n ' s school. T h e B r o t h e r s admired the fine 

bearing, mildness and politeness of these honorable soldiers, 

and did all t h e y could to entertain them as t h e y deserved. 

In the afternoon, Charet te r e v i e w e d his men in the school-

yard ; he announced to them that at nightfal l they w e r e t o 

set out for the outposts of the a r m y of the Loire . T h e y 

were de l ighted with the news, which they rece ived with 

loud applause. T h e y w e r e pleased f o r t w o reasons: first, 

that they were to march to meet the enemy ; and, secondly, 

that they w e r e to g e t rid of the r idiculous personage w h o 

was about to take command of the A r m y of the V o s g e s . 

O n the 2d of D e c e m b e r , e i g h t y soldiers arr ived at St . 

Gat ien about seven o ' c lock in the evening, faint and benumb-

ed with cold and hunger . S e v e r a l had their feet frozen. 

T h e dear B r o t h e r s in their tender p i ty and compassion did 

all they could to rel ieve them. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the excess-

ive labors of the day, t h e y did not ret ire till t w o o ' c lock in 

the morning, and then it was with the consolation of k n o w -

ing that their guests w e r e comfortable, and"enjoying a sweet, 

refreshing sleep. 
Chinon. 

It was the same with the B r o t h e r s of Chinon w h e n , on the 



15th of D e c e m b e r , the soldiers came to them h u n g r y , cold 
and wet . T o them the B r o t h e r s g a v e up their sleeping-
rooms and beds, and spent the n ight d r y i n g the soldiers ' 
clothes. T h e next m o r n i n g a comfortable breakfast was pre-
pared, and the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r waited on them himself. 
O n the 17th, the same kindness was rendered to a company 
of off icers and thirty mobiles, the latter of w h o m stayed with 
them a week. O n the 26th, four officers and t w o hundred 
men came. 

O n the 28th, at eleven o 'c lock at night, t w o hundred and 
t w e n t y soldiers presented themselves, and were kindly and 
cordial ly received. T h e class-rooms w e r e hastily heated, a 
w a r m supper served, and after it, the soldiers, exhausted 
with their long march, sank to sleep. 

O n the 28th of January, 150 mobile conscripts from L a 
V i e n n e were lodged in the class-rooms, the off icers in the 
Brothers ' apartments. T h e y remained till the armistice. 

In Poitiers, the Brothers ' boarding-school was for five 
months used as a barracks. H e r e , as e l sewhere , the Broth-
ers proved themselves the kindest of nurses to the sick and 
w o u n d e d . 

In Pithiviers, the Christ ian S c h o o l s served as a lodgement 
for four hundred mobiles from S a v o y . In Chartres , the 
B r o t h e r s lodged one hundred and fifty F r e n c h cuirassiers 
for three weeks. 

W e have fo l lowed the Christ ian B r o t h e r s of the Central 

Distr icts , of the regions of the N o r t h and N o r t h - W e s t , and 

of the W e s t e r n and S o u t h - W e s t e r n Districts, in their noble 

deeds of charity and generous hospitality. T h e i r houses 

were e v e r y w h e r e the poor soldiers' haven of rest. T h e r e 

they found the blessed sons of the V e n e r a b l e D e L a Sal le 

e v e r ready to rece ive them with a hearty welcome. N o 

matter how w e a r y they w e r e with their s c h o o l and ambu-

lance duties, the s i g h t of suffer ing spurred them on to renew-

ed efforts. T h e y could not rest, nor think of resting, till 

the cold, h u n g r y soldiers were w a r m e d and fed. T h e y g a v e 

them their beds, a n d w h e n these, o w i n g to the s w e l l i n g 

numbers, failed, they improvised others in their class-rooms. 

T h e s e rooms they kept warm, and sat up nights to tend the 

fires, to d r y the w e t c lothes of the poor men, and, if necessary, 

to mend them, to prepare them a g o o d , nourishing breakfast ; 

in fine, to smooth as much as possible, by their act ive chari-

ty and tender compassion, the r o u g h path before them. 

A n d when these p o o r fe l lows, t h r o u g h the hardships they 

had encountered, fell s ick, how l o v i n g l y they bent o v e r them, 

and nursed them back to health and usefulness! T h o s e that 

were never again to be well,' w h o m the dark-plumed angel 

stood ready to bear a w a y — w i t h what tender solicitude they 

prepared them for the last g r e a t j o u r n e y ! G o d bless the Chr is-

tian B r o t h e r s ! In those dark d a y s of their c o u n t r y ' s s o r r o w 

and humiliation, how bril l iantly their charity shone forth ! 

A s in the Distr icts mentioned, so in the V i l l e f r a n c h e 

(Rhone), L y o n s , Vienne, L a P u y , A u r iliac, of the middle-

South and South , and in Dole , Ornans, N o l a y , L u r e , B a u m e -

les-Dames, C l e r v a l (Doubs) , Lons-le-Saunier, Sa int-Laurent-

du-Jura, L e v i e r , Aix- les-Bains (Savoy) , A n n e c y , Saint-Julien 

(Savoy) , Beaune, Macon, S u l l y , A u t u n and Pontar l ier of the 

Eastern Districts , they s h o w e d the same unbounded devot-

edness, the same heroic char i ty . 

W h i l e many w h o m t h e y so unselfishly served and cared 

for returned them the warmest grat i tude, there were others 

w h o w e r e thankless, indifferent, and e v e n brutal and insult-

ing. T h i s the Brothers , in the sweetness and gentleness of 

their humil i ty , did not mind. T h e y labored not f o r earthly 



praise or reward , so its wi thholding did not trouble them in 

the least. B u t the reckless impiety of some, their dar ing 

profanation, as in A u t u n , filled their souls with grief . 

W e g i v e a L y o n s journal 's account of this f r i g h t f u l desecra-

tion : " T w o d a y s after the invasion of the t o w n by Gar i -

baldi, a company of 150 sharpshooters arr ived at the B r o t h e r s ' 

house about nine o ' c lock in the morning. W i t h o u t s h o w i n g 

any order f rom c iv i l or military authorities, the captain in-

formed the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r that he took possession of the 

premises, as a Prussian off icer would do in a place taken by 

assault. 

" T h e Brother , thinking he had to deal with honorable de-

fenders of their c o u n t r y , rece ived them kindly , hastened to 

send a w a y the children f rom the four large class-rooms heat-

ed by stoves, and to have the benches and tables removed so 

as to make room f o r the soldiers. T h i s was all the soldiers 

wanted ; but their chief had other projects. 

" T o the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r he abrupt ly said : ' Y o u have 

another l a r g e room ; I want to see it." T h e large r o o m in 

question was the chapel. T h e B r o t h e r reluctantly led him 

thither. H e had no sooner entered, than he plainly s h o w e d 

h o w little he cared for the sanctuaries of rel igion ; in the 

most p e r e m p t o r y manner he declared he w o u l d take imme-

diate possession. T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r b e g g e d him to g r a n t 

a f e w moments, to make some preparat ions b e f o r e the holy 

place was filled with soldiers. T h e answer of the G a r i b a l -

dian was to order the men t o g o up. In the presence of the 

fearful profanations that w e r e l ikely to fol low, faith impart-

ed a holy e n e r g y to the w o r t h y son of the V e n e r a b l e D e L a 

Salle. W i t h one w o r d he stopped the sharpshooters, and 

then addressing the chief, asked him if he t h o u g h t himself 

in an enemy's country , and by what r ight he thus treated 



F r e n c h citizens, w h o m he w a s bound to defend, and w h o 

had w e l c o m e d him w i t h the greates t kindness. 

I T h e captain finally g r a n t e d a repr ieve of five minutes. 

A B r o t h e r hurried to a priest, happi ly near, and requested 

him to c o m e at once and r e m o v e the Blessed S a c r a m e n t t o 

another sanctuary w h e r e it w o u l d be respected. T h e priest 

instantly compl ied w i t h the r e q u e s t ; he w a s an old, infirm 

man : t w o titles to the respect of a F r e n c h off icer ; t w o titles 

to the insults o f a G a r i b a l d i a n ! E n t e r i n g the chapel, he 

knelt with t w o Brothers , whi lst a third went to the sacristy 

f o r a surpl ice and the k e y of the tabernacle. T h e captain, 

w h o , w i t h his hat on his head and a c igar in his mouth, had 

also entered the chapel, took the opportuni ty to g i v e vent 

to his impiety . 

Eh ! what , y o u are p r a y i n g t o G o d , I s u p p o s e ? ' he 

cried, with a v o i c e husky w i t h pass ion; ' 1 .see what y o u 

are a b o u t — I tell y o u I'll have none of y o u r prayers . 

M y men are c o l d — I want them in here wi thout de lay . ' 

" T h e men were cold, y e t the unhappy man took them 

f r o m w a r m rooms to the chapel, w h e r e there w a s no heat 

w h a t e v e r ! 

" A l r e a d y had the priest, anxious to g e t the Blessed Sac-

rament a w a y f rom the blasphemies of this demoniac , taken 

the holy c ibor ium in his hand, and was hastily leav ing the 

chapel , f o l l o w e d by some B r o t h e r s ; he hoped that once on 

the steps outside he would have nothing to f e a r ; but it w a s 

there he w a s to see the D i v i n e Euchar is t exposed to the 

most g r i e v o u s profanation. T h i s had become the main ob-

j e c t of the w r e t c h ' s f u r y , now at its height. Prof i t ing by a 

moment 's absence of the Director , w h o had left the staircase 

to enter the chapel, the captain c r o w d e d it, as wel l as the 

steps outside, w i t h soldiers, j u s t as t h o u g h fear ing the escape 



of an enemy. Fear fu l of being t h r o w n d o w n , and seeing the 
H o l y Spec ies trampled under foot , or fa l l ing into the mud 
of the y a r d , the priest s topped in a corner, and let the first 
w a v e move on. 

" T h e sharpshooters, w h o remained in the y a r d , appeared 
to understand his thoughts , and stood still. T h e venerable 
priest then advanced to descend the stairs, but the wretch, 
ra is ing his voice , ordered his men, who, t h r o u g h a re l ig ious 
instinct had stopped, t o g o u p immediate ly . In vain the 
p o o r priest said to him with the patience and meekness of 
H i m w h o m he carried in his h a n d s : ' W o u l d y o u be g o o d 
enough, captain, to a l low y o u r men to wai t a moment till I 
g e t d o w n ? ' T h e barbarian brutally answered : ' W h a t f o r ? 
the stairs are for them as wel l as f o r y o u — t h e y are to g o u p ; 
y o u g o d o w n if y o u choose ! ' 

" H a p p i l y , G o d came to the aid of His minister ; he recol-
lected there w a s a staircase inside the house. B y passing 
t h r o u g h the Brothers ' apartment, he del ivered his D i v i n e 
Master from the wretch 's f u r y . 

" It is needless to say that, such being the c o m m a n d i n g 
officer, the B r o t h e r s had to suffer e v e r y kind of annoyance 
whilst this party remained in the h o u s e ; they were, in fact, 
treated with the grossest indigni ty , and subjected to contin-
ual insults and oppression. T h e bitterest thought , h o w e v e r , 
was the treatment their D i v i n e Master had received in their 
house. B u t they consoled themselves by thinking that, if 
G o d permits the wicked to satisfy their hatred f o r a time, it 
is that H e may a f t e r w a r d s manifest the more c learly H i s 
m e r c y and power. Men of faith remain calm amid the hard-
est trials." 

W h a t immense numbers the B r o t h e r s entertained in Pont-
arlier ! O n the 27th of January, by order of the author i -

ties, a battalion of 823 mobiles of the R h o n e w e r e stationed 

in their house ; on the 28th, these w e r e replaced by 798 from 

N i è v r e Arxége ; and on the 29th 810 soldiers from different 

corps passed twenty- four hours there, to be fo l lowed, in 

their turn, by 728 other soldiers, who, on the 31st, m a d e w a y 

for 735 sick and convalescent soldiers from Besançon, O r -

nans, M o r t e a u x , etc. 

T h e s e men were, for the most part , w i t h o u t shoes or com-

fortable c lothing, and exposed to a cold of nineteen degrees . 

N o w o n d e r they were all in a state of complete exhaustion. 

H o w could the Brothers , without r e c e i v i n g provisions from 

the authorit ies, and with no adequate means of c o o k i n g , 

feed so many ? 

T h e y did it ; all rece ived bread, soup and vegetables , and 

the fact of their doing it remained a m y s t e r y t o the public. 

B r o t h e r Ost in ian , the D i r e c t o r , might have confessed that 

all the provisions of the c o m m u n i t y , together with the bread 

sent by S w i s s chari ty and benevolence, went to make u p the 

supply ; that all the avai lable pots and saucepans w e r e kept 

permanent ly on the fire, g i v i n g a fresh supply of soup and 

vegetables e v e r y t w o hours ; that the Brothers , to perform 

such prodigies , slept only an hour or t w o dur ing the night, 

by turns, on four beds, which w e r e all they had kept for 

themselves, all the others being appropriated to the use of 

the troops ; that a box of biscuits, left as a token of g r a t i t u d e 

by the mobiles of the R h o n e , had multiplied and lasted seve-

ral d a y s ; all this m i g h t have been the case, for such facts 

were daily seen, p r o v i n g the indefat igable devotedness of 

the faithful Brothers and the w o n d e r s of G o d ' s providence. 

T h e sudden arr ival , at Pontar l ier of 80,000 men surprised 

the municipal administration, w h o had not thought , in the 

midst of the general disorder, to gather provisions in ad-



vance. T h e consequence was, the bakers were constantly 
besieged by the resident population to obtain the bread as 
fast as it was taken f rom the oven, e v e n before it was ful ly 
baked, notwithstanding the presence of the n e w l y arr ived, 
w h o c lamored for and insisted upon r e c e i v i n g their share first' 

On the 31st of January, at e leven o 'c lock in the night , the 
provisions of the community were e x h a u s t e d ; y e t there 
w e r e 250 soldiers to be fed, w h o had eaten nothing since 
morning, or even since the day before. T h e n t w o Broth-
ers, w h o had g o n e round amongst the bakers, w e r e seen re-
turning at three o 'c lock in the morning, c a r r y i n g on their 
shoulders several baskets of hot bread, w h i c h they had ob-
tained by p r a y e r s and entreaties. 

O n the morning of January 31st, when, after the engage-
ments at S o m b a c o u r , Chaffois , and Frasne, the C o m m a n d e r -
in-chief, Cl inchant, could no longer count on the armistice 
for his army, the healthy men w e r e o r d e r e d into Switzer land, 
for the enemy was almost at their doors. 

T h e entry of the Prussians into the town was real ly 
f r ight fu l ; most of them, over-exci ted, were u t t e r i n g fearful 
yells. W h i l s t the G e r m a n troops were passing a l o n g the 
R u e de la Gare , an unusual noise was heard in the Broth-
ers' house; it was the Prussians, who, hav ing broken in the 
g a r d e n gate , were furiously d r i v i n g out the sick soldiers to 
swell the number of their prisoners of war. S e e i n g this, the 
D i r e c t o r , B r o t h e r Ostinian, ran to the spot ; he made his 
own person a rampart f o r the sick, intimidated the half 
drunken Prussians by his looks and words , and rescued the 
invalids from their hands. 

In other places in the t o w n w h e r e the sick w e r e being 

cared for, there w a s no B r o t h e r Ostinian to stand between 

them and the invaders, and, w e a k and suffering as they were, 

they w e r e ruthlessly torn from their beds, marched to the 

parish c h u r c h , and there locked up. F o r three consecut ive 

days, three thousand of them had no other sustenance than 

w h a t publ ic compassion g a v e them ; and even that was fa-

tally insufficient, o w i n g to the g r e a t scarci ty of provisions 

at tendant on the passage of the whole a r m y of the East 

t h r o u g h the town. 

T h e local history of the w a r wi l l s h o w that all the rel ig-

ious O r d e r s of Pontarl ier devoted themselves w i t h the most 

affectionate care to the service and relief of thousands of s ick 

soldiers. T i l l the 27th of F e b r u a r y , the Christ ian Brothers , 

part icular ly , bore u p well against the unceasing fa t igue they 

had to u n d e r g o in an atmosphere so vit iated in var ious w a y s . 

O n e of them, h o w e v e r , paid with his life f o r his devoted-

ness to suffering humanity. O n the 5th of M a r c h , B r o t h e r 

R e d e m p t o r - E u g e n e , a g e d twenty- four , died, a f ter five days ' 

illness. H e had been night and d a y most assiduous in nurs-

ing the sick. 

H e n c e it was that his obsequies, on M a r c h 9th, w e r e more 

like a t r i u m p h than a funeral ceremony. T h e c o m m a n d i n g 

off icers of F o r t s J o u x and L a r m o n t sent a detachment of 

seventy- f ive men, w h o headed the line of march, forming a 

g u a r d of honor on either side of the coffin, which was cover-

ed w i t h c r o w n s and carried alternately by c ivi l and military 

nurses. 

A l l the invalid soldiers of the Pontar l ier ambulances w h o 

were able t o walk , attended the funeral, as did also 350 of 

the Brothers ' p u p i l s ; each c a r r y i n g a wreath of flowers, 

w h i c h was piously laid on his g r a v e . T h e whole populat ion 

was represented, e v e r y family wish ing to pay a last t r ibute 

of respect to a y o u n g re l ig ious w h o had been sacrif iced to 

chari ty and humanity . 



A t last, thanks to the cares and labors of the Brothers , the 
number of sick diminished day b y day. B y the ioth of 
M a r c h there were only fifty ; on the 18th, their house w a s 
evacuated ; on the 19th, all the officials belonging- to the In-
ternational A m b u l a n c e set out f o r L y o n s , f t w a s t ime the 
Brothers ' ex treme labor should end ; by the 12th of M a r c h , 
six of them were sick of small-pox and various fevers. T h e 
B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r was himself hardly able to keep up, but 
still managed to exercise a watchful c a r e o v e r the dear pa-
tients so g r i e v o u s l y stricken. B u t one v ic t im was demanded, 
h o w e v e r ; all the others r e c o v e r e d by the end of A p r i l , by 
which time the house was considered safe to receive pupils, 
and the classes were resumed. 

Lodging of Prussians. 

If the Christ ian B r o t h e r s in their military l o d g m e n t s had 

but the soldiers of their o w n c o u n t r y , or those that were 

fighting in her cause, t o do for, their devotedness and zeal 

might be in part at tr ibuted to their patriotism. W e are now 

to see them r e c e i v i n g and g i v i n g lodgings to the Prussians. 

Many of the G e r m a n s sent to them were kind and agreeable , 

some v e r y pious and g o o d ; but there were others of w h o m 

the same could not be said. T h e B r o t h e r s , with a g r e a t 

number of the other inhabitants of the towns occupied by 

the Prussians, had serious cause of complaint . 

Beauregard (Thionville). 

T h e mayor, on the 15th of January , sent w o r d to the Broth-

er D i r e c t o r of B e a u r e g a r d that the G e r m a n military authori-

ties wanted several of his class-rooms to be used as barracks. 

T h e municipal i ty offered to p a y rent for those rooms, and 

t o take c h a r g e of the p o o r people to w h o m the B r o t h e r s 



had hitherto g i v e n hospitality. B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r informed 

the m a y o r he would wi l l ing ly lend the rooms without c h a r g e , 

the town h a v i n g enormous expenses to bear, and added that 

he was rejoiced t o be able to d o something to l ighten the 

public b u r d e n and help individuals , by l o d g i n g soldiers 

w h o m the townspeople would o t h e r w i s e have had to accom-

modate. 

F r o m the 15th till the 20th of M a r c h , 1,400 G e r m a n s 

lodged in the B e a u r e g a r d boarding-school. D a t i n g from 

the 20th of M a r c h , 20,000 had stayed there. 

Saint Dizier (Haute Marne). 

T h e community here l o d g e d 515 Prussians, of w h o m 

twenty-f ive w e r e officers. F o r seventy days , a B r o t h e r 

prepared the meals f o r 125 of these soldiers. T h e house 

also furnished stabl ing for fifty horses. T h e y a r d s served as 

a parade-ground for the numerous mil i tary barracks of the 

town. 
Vitry. 

O n the 8th of September , 122 G e r m a n s took possession of 

the B r o t h e r s ' class-rooms. T h e food, furnished by the t o w n , 

had to be prepared for them. T h e n came 150 other soldiers, 

and a f t e r w a r d s sixty engineers. T h e s e last remained e i g h t 

d a y s ; they w e r e rebui lding the rai lroad br idge, w h i c h the 

French c o m m a n d e r had caused to be b lown up. 

Arbois {Jura). 

O n the 3d of F e b r u a r y , this establishment had to rece ive 

40 Prussians and 35 horses. T w o of the class-rooms and 

the y a r d of the house w e r e used as stables ; the three other 

class-rooms were occupied by the men. T h e soldiers took 



possession of all the beds ; the B r o t h e r s had to sleep on the 
floors. 

Baume-les-Dames. 
January 24th, the first day of the Prussian occupation, 

f o r t y G e r m a n s installed themselves in the Brothers ' house 
wasted the provisions, and took possession of several pieces 
of furniture. 

Champlitte (Haute-Saone). 

A b o u t 300 Prussians o c c u p i e d the house, at first from the ^ 
n t h till the 26th of D e c e m b e r , then from the 16th till the 18th 
of January . T h e heating was at the Brothers ' expense j 
1 he G e r m a n s s h o w e d but little r e g a r d for the laws of mine^ 
and thme. 

Lure. 
On the 18th of October , 200 Prussians slept in the class-

rooms of the Christ ian Brothers ' school. F r o m the 2d of 

N o v e m b e r till the 12th of January , 2000 G e r m a n s l o d g e d in 

the h o u s e ; from 150 to 200 w e r e a lmost continual ly there 

T he Brothers, w h o had c h a r g e of their c o o k i n g , we're afoot 

from before the dawn of day till late at night. T h e B r o t h -
er Director , in his chari ty , would not complain, t h o u g h they 
wasted the fuel, and stole all they could lay their hands on. 
1 he poor B r o t h e r s came near w a n t i n g bread, as the Prus-
sians, on their entrance, had taken possession of all the ovens 
in the town. 

I^ci'ier. 

T h e G e r m a n army arr ived on S u n d a y , January 29th. It 
invaded L e v i e r and all the country around. T h e B r o t h e r s 
had e i g h t y soldiers and several off icers to board and lodo-e 
for a week. & 

Morteau (Doubs). 

On F e b r u a r y 2d, the Prussians arr ived at Morteau. F o r t y 

men w e r e billeted on the Brothers , y e t fifty came, and were 

received without a murmur. 

D u r i n g their stay they repeatedly ransacked e v e r y corn'er 

of the house, and carr ied off what provisions they could find. 

It was vain to complain ; the consequences of invasion had 

to be borne. 

A t P o l i g n y , V e s o u l , J o i g n y , Coulommiers , Nemours , Ba-

paume.Crepy-en-Valo is , the B r o t h e r s had to contr ibute to 

the lodging , and, in a number of instances, to the b o a r d i n g 

of the invaders. It was the same at Pithiviers , w h e r e their 

coming was like the s w a r m i n g of locusts. N o t a fruit, not 

a vegetable was left in the g a r d e n , on their departure . 

Devastat ion was the only memento they left of their passage. 

Lailly (Loiret). 

On the 7th of D e c e m b e r , the Prussians" took possession of 

Lail ly ; thirty of them l o d g e d at the Brothers ' house ; next 

day, twenty- f ive others, and on the 11th, f o r t y arrived. Be-

sides f u e l and cooking, the B r o t h e r s had to board these 

troublesome and threatening soldiers, and passed nearly a 

week w i t h o u t l y i n g d o w n , fear ing that the house m i g h t be 

maliciously set on fire. 

A b o u t the last of D e c e m b e r , twenty- f ive c a v a l r y m e n 

broke in the school-house door, determined t o make stables 

of the class-rooms, but they had to g i v e w a y to the e n e r g y 

and firmness of the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r and g o e lsewhere for 

stables f o r their horses. 

A b o u t the 12th of F e b r u a r y the community had again to 

lodge some G e r m a n soldiers and their off icers and attend-

ants. 



Dieppe. 

F r o m the month of A u g u s t ti l l the month of M a y , the 
B r o t h e r s continually l o d g e d F r e n c h and G e r m a n soldiers. 
S o m e came with billets from the m a y o r ; a s t o the others, the 
B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r kindly took them from the neighbors to 
w h o m they would have been a burden. 

And thus in the spirit of brotherly love and charitv, the 
sons of the V e n e r a b l e D e L a Sal le extended their hospitali-
t y to the invaders of their country . 

C H A P T E R X V I . 

A S S I S T A N C E T O P R I S O N E R S : G R A T I T U D E O F T H E S O L D I E R S 

A N D T H E I R F A M I L I E S . 

W e h a v e just witnessed the most g i g a n t i c batt les that 

have been f o u g h t in this a g e of blood ; and if a n y t h i n g c o u l d 

diminish in the hearts of the conquered, and of prisoners, 

the bitterness of defeat, the horror of capt iv i ty , it would be 

the cares of e v e r y kind that have been lavished upon them 

by charitable souls, by holy priests, d e v o t e d Sisters, and the 

B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian Schools . 

T o take the w o u n d e d from the field of batt le, to nurse the 

sick in the ambulances, to g i v e burial to the dead, to assist, in 

a thousand w a y s , soldiers on the march : these are the m a g -

nanimous w o r k s per formed by the B r o t h e r s with a zeal which 

C a t h o l i c chari ty can alone inspire. B u t the devotedness of 

the Christ ian B r o t h e r s has been g r e a t e r s t i l l ; it revealed it-

self in an admirable manner in the t o u c h i n g serv ices render-

ed by them to the poor prisoners. H o n o r e d f o r e v e r be the 

men w h o , in the midst of their country 's misfortunes, g a v e 

such str iking examples of patriotic v ir tue, and w h o left no 

pain or sorrow unconsoled ! 

Corbeil. 

F r o m its a d v a n t a g e o u s position near Paris, th is t o w n , from 

October , became the headquarters of the hostile armies. It 

was there the F r e n c h prisoners stopped when on their w a y 
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to G e r m a n y . T h e B r o t h e r s were c h a r g e d with the distrihn 

üon of provtsions a m o n g s t them as they c a Ü e W ^ 

A t t h l s t .me some smk Frenchmen, w h o had been f o r c e d 

Í 7 J I ? " 6 1 h O S p i t a I ' a r r Í V e d a t C o r b e i I e x i s t e d with 

r m f t o T g U C ' W 6 r e C O n d e m " e d t o f o i I o w th 
a r m y to G e r m a n y on foot, nnless they died on the w a y 
T o u c h e d by their sad state, the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r b e ^ d 

the G e r m a n authorit ies to let him keep and care for t h f m 

H i s request was granted, to the g r e a t j o y of his heart but' 

. P . W a % ° f duration, for he could only keep h s' p 

tients for a few d a y s : the Prussians, seeing them surro lde l 
o r d e r e d t h e i r d ™ — 

O n the 13th of N o v e m b e r , the church, having been by mili 
tary, order , transformed into a prison, the

 &chape of t e 

Sacratü^nf t °rM ^ ^ ^ ° f P 0 8 8 ^ t h e 
oacrament , and became f o r a time the parish church 

t o t ~ ^ W a S k n 0 W n t h 3 t t h G B r 0 t h e r s h a d Permission 
n Z T n p n S O n e r s > a S r e a t m a n y persons b e g g e d the 
B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r to try and effect the escape of some friends 
o r relat ives. F o l l o w i n g the dictates of his kind heart 
through his excel lent management and the civil ians' c lothes 
sent him by their families, he succeeded in he lp ing fifty o r 
s ix ty F r e n c h soldiers to escape. T h e g r a t i t u d e of the poor 
prisoners f o r this signal serv ice was deep and lasting. ? 

Chartres. 

In Chartres the Brothers were fortunate in being able to 
hide the w o u n d e d f rom the enemy, and thus s a v i n ' hem 
from becoming prisoners. & 

Dreux. 

O c t o b e r 30th, the B r o t h e r s b r o u g h t to V e r n e u i l , in their 

ambulance wagon, twenty-three convalescent mobiles, w h o m 

the Prussians claimed as prisoners. F r o m the 1st to the 15th 

of N o v e m b e r they made several j o u r n e y s , in each of which 

they rescued several soldiers from the enemy. T h e y after-

w a r d s gained the g o o d g r a c e s of a Prussian doctor , k n o w n 

and dreaded by all D r e u x , and were thereby enabled to g e t 

their convalescents back within the F r e n c h lines. 

T h u r s d a y , January 19th, one hundred and f o r t y - t w o 

F r e n c h prisoners were placed in the Brothers ' school. T h e s e 

unfortunate men had had no food for several days. O v e r -

whelmed with gr ie f at the s ight of so much suffering, the 

B r o t h e r s hastened to offer them all the eatables the house 

afforded. T h e r e was not enough b r e a d ; they went to al l 

the neighbors, and through the mayor ' s assistance g o t e n o u g h 

to g o round, and other refreshments to make a comfortable 

meal for them. B y the next day t h e y were better able to 

p r o v i d e f o r them. T h e poor fel lows' g a r m e n t s were literally 

in rags. T h e B r o t h e r s could not think of their cont inuing 

such a dreary j o u r n e y in mid-winter in so wretched a condi-

tion. T h e y went out a m o n g the inhabitants and co l lected 

all the shoes, s tockings and w a r m underc lothing they could. 

A s the number of shoes or boots thus procured was far f rom 

being sufficient, they b o u g h t f o r t y pairs of sabots, so that no 

prisoners m i g h t have to march barefooted, 

In L e v i e r , Morteau and Baume-les-Dames, the Christ ian 

B r o t h e r s s h o w e d the same tender compassion f o r the p o o r 

prisoners, and by their act ive chari ty soothed the bitterness 

of their lot as far as possible. 

Boulay. 

" T h e trouble and humiliation caused us by the surrender 

of Metz , " wri tes the Brother D i r e c t o r of B o u l a y . " are in-



describable. B u t they were infinitely more so when w e saw 

the a r m y of M e t z arr ive as prisoners of the Prussians. T h e 

misery of these poor f e l l o w s filled us with grief and dismay. 

Imagine one hundred and s ixty thousand men t ramping 

t h r o u g h the mud f o r e i g h t days, under a pel t ing rain most 

of the time, having nothing to eat b u t a small piece of the 

coarsest black bread. T h e s e men, penned u p like cattle, 

were obl iged to lie d o w n on a bed of mud several feet 

in depth. A t the sight of such unutterable distress, the in-

habitants of B o u l a y and the ad jo in ing v i l lages were m o v e d 

with the deepest compassion. T h e y g a v e and g a v e , and 

never tired of g i v i n g , food, c lothing, refreshments of all kinds, 

so that no one could understand how a town of three thou-

sand, exhausted by three months of military occupat ion, 

could find so many things for the poor prisoners. We,' 

too, had the pr iv i lege of adding our little store to the 

fair edif ice of F r e n c h patriotism, or rather, of evangel ica l 

chari ty . L e a v i n g m y brethren to take care of such Prus-

sian sick as w e r e still with us, I went to the French camp. 

T h e prisoners had been div ided into nine or ten columns of 

about ' f i f teen thousand men each. T h e first passed t h r o u g h 

on A l l - H a l l o w - E v e ; the others on successive days . T h e y 

stopped at B o u l a y t w e n t y - f o u r hours, then set out for Sar-

relouis. W h e n the French soldiers arr ived, they had march-

ed six leagues w i t h o u t eat ing anything. T h e y fell fa int ing 

e v e r y w h e r e , some on the roads, even in pools of water . 

A m o n g them w e r e many sick, but no m a t t e r ! t h e y had to 

march on. A s I knew the Prussians, I w a s a l l o w e d to g o 

e v e r y day in search of the sick scattered along the roads and 

round about the camp, and, with the permission of the c o m -

m a n d i n g officer of the column, I b r o u g h t them into the t o w n 

in bands of thirty , fifty, or s ixty at a t ime. W h e n the ambu-



lances were full , the inhabitants received a certain number of 

them, a c c o r d i n g to their means. 

" T h e first, second, and third days, I was a l lowed to do as 

I p leased; but when the Prussian doctors saw that I was 

g i v i n g them t o o much trouble, they began to declaim against 

me, s a y i n g that I had no r ight to g o to the camp to look 

for the sick ; they threatened to have me put in prison. ' If 

y o u can p r o v e to me,' said I, ' that y o u r Prussian sick are 

neg lec ted , I agree to g o no more to the c a m p ; but you k n o w 

y o u r c o u n t r y m e n have all the care they require. Y o u have 

no r ight to forbid me to discharge a duty of humanity. 

I am duly authorized to visit the F r e n c h camp by the gen-

eral in c o m m a n d of the column ; if y o u do not wish to t roub-

le y o u r s e l v e s with o u r soldiers, y o u need not do so. F r e n c h 

d o c t o r s will come !' T h e y grumbled a little, but at last acqui-

esced and left me free to g o and c o m e at will. T h e Prussians 

had taken possession of o u r best rooms f o r their s i c k ; they 

made o u r poor F r e n c h m e n sleep on the g r o u n d floor. H a p -

pily, w e could p r o v i d e them with beds of straw. A f t e r one 

day 's rest, they had to set out, no matter what the hour was. 

O h ! G o d alone k n o w s how many died on the w a y . I pass 

o v e r many details that would be very interesting, but are too 

long to tel l ." 

D e a r B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r ! what bravery he s h o w e d in his 

determination t o assist the suffering prisoners ! H o w the poor 

f e l l o w s must have looked on him and the other Brothers as the 

visible representatives of their g o o d ange ls ! W i t h the cruelty 

and barbarity s h o w n them by the conquerors, how strength-

ening and c o m f o r t i n g must have been their r e a d y s y m p a t h y 

and heavenly compass ion! 

Beauregard (Thionville). ' 

" U p to this day, June 20th, 1871," writes B r o t h e r A t h a -



nasius, D i r e c t o r of the boarding-school of B e a u r e g a r d , " be-

sides 35,000 G e r m a n soldiers, 35,000 F r e n c h prisoners have 

stopped at o u r establishment, e i ther g o i n g to Prussian 

prisons, or returning to France. O w i n g to the generous 

contributions of the inhabitants, the B r o t h e r s were enabled 

to afford relief to all the sick and w o u n d e d w h o c a m e to 

their house. T h e poor fellows s h o w e d themselves most 

grateful , and when told by the B r o t h e r s that it was not to 

them, but to the g o o d Christ ians of B e a u r e g a r d their thanks 

were due, they a l w a y s answered : ' Stil l , it is in y o u r house 

w e are l o d g e d ; and then y o u take so much care of us ; w e 

k n o w v e r y well w h o it is we have to thank for the relief 

g i v e n u s . ' " 

In Bonnetable, M e r , V e s o u l , G r a y , Moulins, and A i x - l e s -
Bains, the B r o t h e r s night and day ministered to the wants 
of the French prisoners, their only regret being that they 
could not do more for them. 

Neufchatel (Switzerland). 

W h e n in F e b r u a r y , 1871, the a r m y of the East, to escape 
the Prussian pursuit, decided on m a k i n g its w a y into Swit -
zerland, an agreement was entered into between G e n e r a l 
H e r z o g , Commander-in-chief of the S w i s s t roops , and Gen-
eral Cl inchant, c o m m a n d i n g the first French arm)-. 

T h e convention was announced to G e n e r a l Manteuffel , w h o 
took no notice of i t ; he wanted to capture the a r m y of the 
East. T h e retreat c o m m e n c e d on F e b r u a r y 1st, through un-
heard-of difficulties ; the roads were blocked up with s n o w ; 
the different reg iments of the, a r m y being ob l iged to wait 
their turn, had to remain stationary at the different roads 
and passes. A n d there they were cannonaded and slaugh-
tered by an inhuman enemy, to the disgrace of a civil ized 
world. 

T h e French troops presented a most heartrending spec-

tacle. T h e i r c lothing and equipments w e r e whol ly unfit 

for the season, and left them exposed to all the r igor of a 

severe winter in a mountainous region. T h e y had not slept 

under a roof for three w e e k s ; many of them fell fainting on 

the snow, to rise no more. H e r e and there, s tarving soldiers 

had half cut u p the dead horses by the w a y s i d e ; others had 

g n a w e d the bark of trees, and even at tacked the art i l lery 

wagons. 

C a v a l r y and infantry c r o w d e d in inextricable confusion 

o v e r the rocks and precipices. T h e roads were covered with 

knapsacks, dismounted cannon, and broken arms. T h e dead 

were indiscriminately trampled under foot, and no attention 

was paid to the wounded. N e v e r did a r m y experience such 

hardships ; the rout and ruin were complete. 

T h e a r m y marched by the Rousses , F o u r g s , and V e r r i è r e s 

roads. T h i s except ional disaster imposed a g r e a t duty of 

charity on all Switzer land. A t Neufchate l , all classes of 

society vied with each other in eagerness t o lodge, feed, and 

c lothe the thousands of French soldiers w h o broke on the city 

l ike a human avalanche. A l l the public buildings, and a great 

number of private residences, w e r e converted into ambu-

lances, and c r o w d e d with unhappy soldiers. 

O n the 13th of F e b r u a r y , the F r e n c h C o m m i t t e e of the So-

ciety for the Relief of the W o u n d e d g r a t e f u l l y accepted the 

offer made by the B r o t h e r s of the Christian Schools to g i v e up 

their establishment to the S o u t h e r n ambulance. T h e house 

was soon filled. B y the 17th, it sheltered fifty patients 

seriously ill of t y p h o i d fever, dysentery , and pulmonary dis-

eases. It w a s a m o n g these poor, stricken creatures that the 

heroic sei f-devotedness of the dear Brothers unequivocal ly 

pointed out the l o w l v fo l lowers of Christ . Shr inking from 



no fatigue, they were seen in constant attendance on the sick 

w a s h m g the most ghast ly wounds, administer ing cordials to 

" the sick, c h a n g i n g the linen of some, washing others, making 

beds, and consol ing the last moments of the d y i n g with the 

promise to send kind messages to their fr iends and re lat ive , 

far a w a y . N . g h t and day they watched by the bed of the 
poor sufferers. 

On the other hand, nothing could be more affectino- than 

the grat i tude of the patients for the services rendered them * 

H e r e it is a d y i n g Breton, who, m a k i n g a last effort, calls a 

B r o t h e r takes his hand in his o w n , burning with fever, and 

wi l l not be persuaded to let it g o . N o t far from him are t w o 

I urcos, n e w l y arr ived in the ambulance, and y e t full of con-

f idence ,n these religious, w h o m they have never k n o w n be-

ore conf iding to their care some little trinket, or whatever 

hey h a y e o f value. A f t e r a s t a y o f t w o weeks in t h e a m b u l a n c e 

the major announces their d e p a r t u r e ; it is to the B r o t h e r s ' 

as their only friends, they go, to ask a few days ' longer stay,' 

which the B r o t h e r s entreat and obtain for them. W h e n the 

part ing moment comes at last, they bid farewell , with tearful 

e y e s to those w h o have so kindly and tenderly nursed them 

T h e classes were for five weeks . T h e y were s c a r c e l y re-

opened, w h e n t w o of the B r o t h e r s fell s ick. O n e of them the 

B r o t h e r Director , recovered, after a month's illness from 

small-pox ; the other, dear B r o t h e r R o m a i n of the Cross need 

nineteen, died of typhoid fever , a f ter t w o months of g r e a t 

suffering, borne with truly Christian fort i tude. 

Gratitude of the Soldiers and their Families, * 

_ T h e father of a y o u n g s o l d i e r ^ v r i t i n g j ^ S a u l g e s to the 

been omitted. f ^ ^ t h e ^ n d g m e n t , still more have 

Brother D i r e c t o r of M a y e n n e , s a y s : " It wi l l never be pos-

sible, dear B r o t h e r , to pay y o u the debt of g r a t i t u d e w e o w e 

y o u . Y o u have saved us our son. H o w happy w e a r e ! 

M a y P r o v i d e n c e reward you. . . . Emile and his mother join 

me in b e g g i n g y o u to a c c e p t o u r thanks and best respects ." 

S e v e r a l months after, the son himself writes in the most af-

fectionate manner to the B r o t h e r Director , promis ing to 

visit him in O c t o b e r with a present of g a m e . 

A captain of volunteers writes from L a n g r e s , F e b r u a r y 

12th, 1871, to the B r o t h e r s of V i e n n e : — 

" D E A R B R O T H E R D I R E C T O R , A N D D E A R B R O T H E R S : 

" It is now o v e r five months since I left y o u , and I have 

not wri t ten to y o u , w h o were so kind to me and m y whole 

battalion. T h e fact is, it was utterly impossible. I was con-

stantly in advance of the battalion, with some twenty- f ive 

men, on picket duty or in a m b u s c a d e ; n ight and day on foot. 

I have been in twenty-one engagements , wi thout g e t t i n g the 

least scratch, thanks be to G o d . 

" H o w could I describe to y o u , my dear Brothers , our 

forced marches, in cold and rain, wi thout food o r she l ter—in 

short, all the hardships we have had to u n d e r g o ? N o t a day 

has passed without continual marching or fighting; not a 

single n ight have w e rested three ful l hours. O u r vo lunteers 

have borne all these hardships w i t h admirable c o u r a g e ; and 

y e t they are children of the South, l ittle accustomed to the 

inc lemency of the season. H o w many times have they not 

said to me, when w e were twenty- four hours wi thout eat ing 

and drenched with rain : ' A h ! captain, if w e were only with 

the dear, g o o d B r o t h e r s ! ' 

* * * * * * * * * * * 



" W e are on the eve of being besieged ; 60,000 Prussians 
are m a r c h i n g on Langres , and G o d k n o w s what wil l b e c o m e 
of us. W e are preparing to make the best resistance w e 
can 

" If I could have passed t h r o u g h the e n e m y ' s lines, I should 
have g o n e to visit y o u , but w e a r e surrounded and trapped 
like vermin. 

" A d i e u , dear B r o t h e r s : pray for us, and bel ieve me, ever 
g r a t e f u l l y and affectionately y o u r s , 

" C . L A N D V E R L E , 

" Captain 1 st Company, 1st Battalion, 

" Egalité Volunteers." 

F r o m another letter, dated Marseil les, M a r c h 29th, 1871, 
written by the same off icer to the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of 
Vienne, w e append the f o l l o w i n g extract : — 

" A certain number of the populat ion of Marseilles, f u r i o u s 

d e m a g o g u e s , w a n t i n g to imitate the insurgents of Paris, took 

' possession of the G o v e r n m e n t House , and, for e i g h t days, 

ruled the city. Happi ly , there w a s no wel l -organized au-

thor i ty a m o n g them, and v e r y soon their fact ious demon-

strations fell to the g r o u n d , condemned by all honest people. 

P o o r F r a n c e ! how low have thy children fallen ! T h e r e is 

neither patriotism, faith, honor, nor any political or re l ig ious 

belief. M a y G o d have mercy on us, or w e are lost. S a v e us, 

M a r y ! S a v e us by y o u r intercession with y o u r Son !" 

T h e parish priest of Vauchonvi l l iers wri tes to the Broth-

er D i r e c t o r of the N o v i t i a t e of T o u l o u s e , M a y 1st, 1 8 7 1 : — 

" D E A R B R O T H E R : 

" I thank y o u in the name of the relatives of Athanase L e -

franc, and in my o w n name, f o r the spiritual and corpora l 

care y o u have g i v e n to that y o u n g man. T h e father, mother, 

and sisters heard the sad news with intense sorrow, soothed, 

h o w e v e r , by Christ ian resignation. In the misfortunes which 

have come upon them, they thank G o d that pious and holy 

hands performed the last sad duties to their be loved child. 

« Since the y o u n g man breathed his last in y o u r house, I 

recommend him, dear B r o t h e r , to the p r a y e r s of y o u r pious 

c o n g r e g a t i o n , as y o u are by d u t y and by vocat ion the friends, 

the B r o t h e r s of Christ ian y o u t h 

" I ce lebrated a requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of 

Athanase L e f r a n c in the church w h e r e he was bapt ized and 

made his first Communion. T h e w h o l e parish united in pay-

ing a last tr ibute of respect to his m e m o r y . 

" I have the honor to be, etc., 
" B A I L L Y , 

" Pastor of Vauchonvilliers (If ube)." 

T h e father of a y o u n g soldier writes thus to the B r o t h e r 

D i r e c t o r of N a r b o n n e : 
" A R L E S , Dec. gth, 1870. 

" V E R Y R E V E R E N D B R O T H E R S U P E R I O R -. 

" I have learned from m y son, a y o u n g soldier w h o was 

s o m e t i m e in y o u r ambulance, that he was in y o u r care whi le 

under treatment for a w o u n d in his foot. I am rejoiced that it 

was in y o u r house he was located. H e tells me that noth-

ing could e x c e e d the kind and unceasing care b e s t o w e d up-

on him by y o u and y o u r revered B r o t h e r s : I thank y o u 

from the depth of my heart, and will e v e r o w e y o u a debt 

of grat i tude. 

" I have f o r many y e a r s filled the office of m a y o r in this 



o u r c i ty of A r i e s , and have thus been in a position to k n o w 
and fu l ly appreciate the merit and the unt ir ing devot ion of 
the m e m b e r s of y o u r Institute. I k n o w that no labor, no fa-
t igue, no sacrifice, is too g r e a t for their patriot ic devotedness, 
and in the terr ible trials which F r a n c e is u n d e r g o i n g , they 
are hav ing more than a share. 

" It would g i v e me g r e a t pleasure, M. le Supérieur, and V e r y 
R e v e r e n d Brother , to have an opportuni ty of test i fy ing m y 
grat i tude in a more convinc ing manner. 

" A c c e p t , with my thanks and respects, the assurance of 

m y affectionate regard. 

" M O U T E T , 

" Notary." 

A liberated soldier, w r i t i n g from his home to the Brother 
D i r e c t o r of Narbonne, says : 

" I hope dear B r o t h e r s Lonj in, Jomés and Laurent ian are 

entirely o v e r their illness. Y o u r sickness, Brothers , would 

be a g r e a t national calamity I depend on y o u 

to g i v e me news of e v e r y one in y o u r house, all of w h o m m y 

g r a t e f u l heart will never cease to love . E v e r y one at home 

unites in thanking y o u a thousand times for the g r e a t care y o u 

t o o k of me. F o r myself, I can never thank y o u enough. 

" A . B E U N E T , J R . " 

A mobile from L o i r e t w r i t e s f rom Orléans, M a r c h 21, 
1871, to the B r o t h e r S u b - D i r e c t o r of N i mes 

" D E A R B R O T H E R : 

" I reached home y e s t e r d a y e v e n i n g in g o o d health, and 

found my family the same A t the L y o n s dépôt I met 

the mobile, Brosse, w h o was in dear B r o t h e r Tranqui l le ' s 

class-room ; he told me that, on reaching Beauca ire , he was 

so fa t igued that he was Obliged to g o to the hospital, and 

f rom there they sent him back to Nimes, to the International 

ambulance, w h e r e he had g o o d cause to r e g r e t the dear 

B r o t h e r s and the care they took of him. 

" It only remains f o r me t o thank y o u , dear B r o t h e r Sub-

.Director , f o r the g r e a t kindness shown me by y o u and the 

other B r o t h e r s d u r i n g m y l o n g stay a m o n g s t y o u ; it was a 

g r e a t disappointment to me that I could not shake hands 

with dear B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r w h e n I w a s leaving. Y o u wil l 

please tell him so, and g i v e him my best respects, as also to 

B r o t h e r s T e r r e d e , Sabas, T h e o d u l e , and T h i o n O h ! 

I w a s f o r g e t t i n g dear little B r o t h e r T h o m a s , the pi l l -man. . . 

" It would be a g r e a t pleasure to hear f rom y o u ; till then, 

" I remain, etc., 
" A . B E Z A R D . " 

A soldier of the marine infantry wri tes to B r o t h e r C y p r i a n 

of N i m e s : — 

" O N B O A R D T H E F R I G A T E Orne, l^thjune, 1 8 7 1 . 

" D E A R B R O T H E R C Y P R I A N : 

" 1 h a v e not f o r g o t t e n the kind c a r e y o u took of me dur-

ing m y stay in y o u r ambulance. T h e r e are moments in life 

when one finds himself p lunged in one of those moral f e v e r s 

which d e p r i v e the mind of all clearness, the whole be ing of 

energy ; I was in this condit ion w h e n I reached Nimes. 

" P r o v i d e n c e had not deserted me ; for i t b r o u g h t me to 

y o u r house, dear Brothers , to y o u , whose example is so wel l 

adapted to recal l one to a sense of duty . Y o u r abnegation, 

y o u r calm and simple life, which y o u k n o w h o w to make so 



useful to those w h o s u f f e r a l l combined t o ' g i v e me better 
t h o u g h t s ; I remembered my mother, so g o o d and pious, and 
I thanked G o d f o r hav ing b r o u g h t me to y o u . 

" T h e r e are phases in life which leave imprints within u s ; 
they are often a beacon w h i c h serves to g u i d e our steps, and 
point out the w a y w e are to fol low. I k n o w not what the 
future may have in store f o r me, but, c o m e w h a t may, I w i l l , 
n e v e r forget y o u r del icate attention, dear B r o t h e r s of the" 
ambulance, or that of the kind lady, M a d a m e Survi l le . I 
often think of y o u all 

" D e a r B r o t h e r C y p r i a n , I b e g y o u to c o n v e y m y kindest 
r e g a r d s to the r e v e r e d B r o t h e r s I knew' in the ambulance : 
are B r o t h e r Tranqui l le and B r o t h e r S u b - D i r e c t o r still in 
N i m e s ? If y o u see the R e v e r e n d Father, please g i v e him 
m y respects. 

" A c c e p t , dear Brother , the assurance of m y entire d e v o -
tion. 

" A L B E R T P O U C H O N , 

" 3d Marine Infantry." 

A captain of arti l lery writes f rom L y o n s to the B r o t h e r 
D i r e c t o r of Sedan, Sept. ist, 1871 : — 

" D E A R B R O T H E R S U P E R I O R : 

" I k n o w not whether y o u r e m e m b e r three art i l lery off icers 

w h o last y e a r , about this time, came knocking at y o u r door, 

a s k i n g shelter f o r the night. T h e y .were o v e r c o m e with fa-

t i g u e and the mortif ication of defeat. A bench whereon to 

stretch their w e a r y limbs was all they asked. Y o u b r o u g h t 

them in, a l t h o u g h y o u r house was c r o w d e d with w o u n d e d , 

y o u g a v e them l o d g i n g , and what l o d g i n g ? — y o u r o w n sleep-

ing-rooms ! A s for them, the remembrance of y o u r g r e a t 

kindness, inseparably associated with that of their misfortune, 

shall never be effaced f rom their hearts. 

. » • » • s * - * * « * * * 

" Accept , M. le Supérieur, our jo int thanks, and bel ieve us 

e v e r grate fu l ly , 
" L E T R O N E , 

" Captain of Artillery " 

A sergeant writes to the Brother D i r e c t o r of L a Char i té : 

" D E A R B R O T H E R D I R E C T O R : 

" I contracted a debt of grat i tude d u r i n g m y stay with 

y o u . In these u n h a p p y times how many tears are daily 

shed ! how many families are s o r r o w i n g o v e r gr iefs that 

t ime can never heal ! It is only the Christ ian r e l i g i o n that 

soothes them with her b r i g h t hope. In their hours of suf-

fer ing many have had angels of devotedness around them ; 

the s i g h t of them was a consolation ; they offered in their 

o w n person a l iv ing example of detachment f rom perishable 

things. 

" Monks, nuns, priests, and B r o t h e r s , all united their va-

rious talents in a w o r k of humanity w h i c h honors them, w h i l e 

constituting, at the same tiqie, the g l o r y of our epoch. 

H a p p y for him w h o has been enabled to j u d g e , and, better 

still, w h o has experienced the ef f icacy of so many v i r tues! 

" H e wil l pray for those who, a f ter the e x a m p l e of our 

D e a r L o r d , have g i v e n themselves u p for their brethren : 

he will ask f o r them all earthly and heavenly blessings. 

" T h a n k i n g y o u e v e r y d a y of my life, 

" l a m , e t c . , J . G A U T I E R , 

" Sergeant." 



A soldier from Calais wri tes to the same B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r : 

" D E A R B R O T H E R D I R E C T O R : " M " R C K 2 ^ 

T r e a C C O m . P l i s h e d ! 1 am again in the midst 
of my f a m i l y ; I am reunited to all I love most. M y heart 
is transported with j o y ; and y e t , since I rece ived y o u r let-
t e r 1 feel that there is no perfect happiness here below I 
am far a w a y f rom y o u , and I feel the separat ion v e r y sensibly 

1 was j u s t g o m g to write to y o u and to our dear V i c t o r ' 
w h e n y o u r let ter surprised me with the sad news of his 
death he last in the ambulance. H e was so w o r t h y of the 
fr iendship and esteem of all w h o k n e w him ! T h e death of 
one so y o u n g and s t r o n g g i v e s rise to serious ref lect ions; 
m y turn may come at any moment, and G o d g r a n t that 1 
m a y not have to appear with empty hands before m y j u d g e 

end r K e U ; u r < f h e r ; P r C S e n t ^ r C S P e C t s to t h e R e v e r -
end Chaplain, the kind B r o t h e r s and Sisters, and all w h o 
took care of me. I am quite c u r e d n o w ; m y relatives aU 
request me to thank y o u for them. 

" Please*to accept , e tc . 

« J M J „ " E R N E S T D E N U G E . 

C H A P T E R X V I I . 

T H E B R O T H E R S U N D E R T H E C O M M U N E . 

Before and d u r i n g the war of 1870-71, forerunning s igns 

of the insurrection of M a r c h 18th were not wanting. F r o m 

the r a v a g e s of invasion, aff l icted France passed to the hor-

rors of civil war. T h e new masters of Paris profaned all, 

d e s t r o y e d all, with their foul, unhal lowed hands. Re l ig ion , 

l iberty , laws, guarantees, h o n o r — a l l were violated by the 

men of the C o m m u n e ; by that infamous race capable of 

conspir ing against their country in the v e r y d a y of her w o e 

and humiliation. I11 their demoniac hatred against G o d , 

they fell on H i s ministers, H i s rel igious, on crucif ixes, holy 

pictures, and, in fine, on e v e r y t h i n g relat ing to rel igion and 

its soul-upli f t ing ceremonies. 

T h e Christ ian Brothers , w h o had done and suffered so much 

for their country , and w h o in their heroic devotedness had 

shown the beneficent p o w e r of rel igion, were now to receive , 

as their earthly reward , the basest ingrat i tude, the most cruel 

persecution. T h e C o m m u n i s t leaders forbade them to take 

their pupils to church, to teach them the catechism, or pre-

pare t h e m for their first Communion ; and they appealed to 

other teachers, who, imbued with their principles, w e r e 

wi l l ing t o fo l low their programme. T h e schools of the 

Christ ian Brothers were doomed, and the warrant for their 

destruct ion w a s soon to be put into execution. 

O n the 2d of Apr i l , Paris was aroused by the sound of 
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A soldier from Calais wri tes to the same B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r : 

" D E A R B R O T H E R D I R E C T O R : " M " R C K 

o f ' m v y f W | h C S I 1 " ' a C C ° m . P l i s h e d ! 1 am again in the midst 
ot my family ; I a m reunited to all I love most. M y heart 
is transported with j o y ; and y e t , since I rece ived y o u r let-

t e r l ieel that there is no perfect happiness here below I 

am far a w a y f rom y o u , and I feel the separat ion v e r y sensibly 

1 was j u s t g o i n g to write to y o u and to our dear V i c t o r ' 

w h e n y o u r let ter surprised me with the sad news of his 

death he last in the ambulance. H e w a s so w o r t h y of the 

fr iendship and esteem of all w h o k n e w him ! T h e death of 

one so y o u n g and s t r o n g g i v e s rise to serious ref lect ions; 

m y turn may come at any moment, and G o d g r a n t that 1 

m a y not have to appear with empty hands before m y j u d g e 

end r h e U ; ? r r h e r ; P r C S e n t ^ r C S P e C t s to t h e R e v e r -
end C h a p l j n , the kind B r o t h e r s and Sisters, and all w h o 
took care of me. I am quite c u r e d n o w ; m y relatives aU 
request me to thank y o u for them. 

" Please*to accept , e tc . 

« J M J „ " E R N E S T D E N U G E . 

C H A P T E R X V I I . 

T H E B R O T H E R S U N D E R T H E C O M M U N E . 

Before and d u r i n g the war of 1870-71, forerunning s igns 

of the insurrection of M a r c h 18th w e r e not wanting. F r o m 

the r a v a g e s of invasion, aff l icted France passed to the hor-

rors of civil war. T h e new masters of Paris profaned all, 

d e s t r o y e d all, with their foul, unhal lowed hands. Re l ig ion , 

l iberty , laws, guarantees, h o n o r — a l l were violated by the 

men of the C o m m u n e ; by that infamous race capable of 

conspir ing against their country in the v e r y d a y of her w o e 

and humiliation. In their demoniac hatred against G o d , 

they fell on H i s ministers, H i s rel igious, on crucif ixes, holy 

pictures, and, in fine, on e v e r y t h i n g relat ing to rel igion and 

its soul-upli f t ing ceremonies. 

T h e Christ ian Brothers , w h o had done and suffered so much 

for their country , and w h o in their heroic devotedness had 

shown the beneficent p o w e r of rel igion, were now to receive , 

as their earthly reward , the basest ingrat i tude, the most cruel 

persecution. T h e C o m m u n i s t leaders forbade them to take 

their pupils to church, to teach them the catechism, or pre-

pare t h e m for their first Communion ; and they appealed to 

other teachers, who, imbued w i t h their principles, w e r e 

wi l l ing t o fo l low their programme. T h e schools of the 

Christ ian Brothers were doomed, and the warrant for their 

destruct ion w a s soon to be put into execution. 

O n the 2d of Apr i l , Paris was aroused by the sound of 
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cannon ; blood was being shed by F r e n c h hands. en-
g a g e m e n t had taken place in the n e i g h b o r h o o d of M o n t V a -
lerien, between the troops of F r a n c e and the Federals of the 
C o m m u n e . T h e B r o t h e r s presented themselves to take u p 
the wounded. T h e officer at the Mail lot g a t e refused to let 
them g o out. 

T h e dictators of Paris would rather the w o u n d e d national 
g u a r d s should remain w i t h o u t assistance, than see them 
cared for by religious. S o m e Brothers , nevertheless, man-
a g e d to g e t out by the g a t e of L a Muette , and returned 
about midnight to the L o n g c h a m p s pavilions, br inging a 
number of dead, and several wounded. 

On the f o l l o w i n g day, the g e n e r a l s of the C o m m u n e tried 
an attack on Versai l les , on t w o sides ; on the north, at Cour-
bevoie , Nanterre , Ruei l , and B o u g i v a l ; on the south, be-
t w e e n M e u d o n , the redoubt of Chati l lon, and Pet i t -Bicêtre . 
M o n t Valerien opened fire on the masses bear ing d o w n on 
Nanterre and Ruei l , and put them to flight. A t M e u d o n 
the gendarmes repulsed the insurgents. T h e enemy was 
e v e r y w h e r e routed, e x c e p t on the Chat i l lon side, where he. 
could not hold out long. T h e B r o t h e r s took a w a y the 
w o u n d e d and dead from the battle fields of Ruei l , S è v r e s 
and Chati l lon. 

O n the 4th of A p r i l , the Federa ls w e r e dr iven from the 
table-land of Chati l lon by the troops of the Nat ional Assem-
bly. T h e Brothers devoted themselves as on the p r e v i o u s 
day. A t the Mail lot g a t e object ions w e r e made to lett ing 
them in. 

T h o s e w h o had gone to Chati l lon could not g e t back. 

A r c h b i s h o p S é g u r , a g e d and blind, A b b é D e g u e r r y , pastor 

of the Madeleine, the Jesuit Fathers of the R u e L h o m o n d , 

and a g r e a t number of other ecclesiastics, were taken to 

prison. T h e Dominican F a t h e r s were k e p t u n d e r super-

vision in their convent in the R u e Jean-de-Beauvais . 

A p r i l 5th, the C o m m u n e legal ized the system of hostages ; 

the inhabitants of Paris l ived under the reign of terror. A n 

e n g a g e m e n t took place on the br idge of N e u i l l y . T h e con-

stitutional t roops brave ly did their duty . T h e C o m m u n e 

refused to a c c e p t the B r o t h e r s as stretcher-bearers ; its men 

fell wi thout hope and w i t h o u t benediction. T h e B r o t h e r s 

continued their care of the sick and wounded in the L o n g -

champs pavilions. 

A p r i l n t h , the streets of Paris w e r e a scene of mourning ; 

the churches w e r e d e s e r t e d ; three fourths of them w e r e 

c losed; several had been pi l laged and desecrated. Sadness 

e v e r y w h e r e p r e v a i l e d ; the cannon thundered as in the 

worst d a y s of the siege. 

T h e Mother-house of the Brothers , O u d i n o t street, re-

ceived the visit of a de legate of the C o m m u n e , and a central 

commissary of police, accompanied by some fifty national 

guards . " W e w a n t to see if there are any arms or am-

munition here," they said. P lac ing sentries e v e r y w h e r e , t h e y 

began to search the parlors. N o w , it was not arms they want-

ed, but money. T h e y opened the cash-box, and stole the 

2190 francs it contained. T h e y then went into the chapel 

with their hats on, and their g u n s on their arm. T h e taber-

nacles had to be opened ; the Chapla in took a w a y the conse-

crated hosts, and g a v e them t w o ciboriums. T h e n c e they 

went into the sacristy and took t w o chalices, and an osten-

sorium. T h e w r e t c h e s touched the sacred vessels with 

their profane hands, f o r g e t f u l of Bal thazar and the punish-

ment of his sacrilege. 

T h e y had orders to seize B r o t h e r Philippe, but as he had 

left Paris t o visit houses in the interior of France, they arrest-



ed his venerable First Assistant, B r o t h e r Cal ixtus. H i s 

part ing with his brethren was most affecting. It was like a 

lather being torn from his children. B r o u g h t to the pol ice 

office, they could not, with all their malice, make out a cause 

against him, and w e r e obl iged to release him. H i s return 

to the Mother-house was hailed with the liveliest j o y , the 

most heartfelt affection. 

A p r i l 17th, A s n i e r e s was the principal scene of the 

s t r u g g l e ; at noon, the v i l lage was c o m p l e t e l y e v a c u a t e d by 

the Federals . D u r i n g the afternoon, disbanded national 

g u a r d s returned to Paris, complaining that they were be-

trayed. 

It was reported that the B r o t h e r s w e r e to be arrested in a 

mass. T h o s e of Menilmontant were surrounded in their 

house. T h e pupils w e r e sent a w a y . T h e br igands of the 

C o m m u n e put seals on e v e r y t h i n g , broke crucif ixes and stat-

ues, and proceeded to take an inventory . T h e B r o t h e r s 

w e r e taken as prisoners to the mayor 's office. T h i s arrest 

struck many of the communit ies with fear ; those of St. L a u -

rent, L a Vi l lette , and Batignol les , dispersed of themselves. 

T h e B r o t h e r s of Bel levi l le w e r e expelled and replaced by 

lay teachers. T h o s e of M o n t r o u g e and St. Nicholas-des-

C h a m p s had already suffered persecution. A p r i l 18th, deso-

lation re igned e v e r y w h e r e : in the churches , the schools, 

the houses. T h e Federa ls were ob jec ts of hatred and male-

diction. T h e B r o t h e r s of the L o n g c h a m p s ambulance 

were replaced by a staff of military nurses. A t the Mother-

house, O u d i n o t street, the S u p e r i o r s were off icial ly notified 

that it w a s in contemplation to incorporate the B r o t h e r s in 

thè ranks of the National G u a r d . T h e C o m m u n e put sol-

diers in their place near the sick, and, with a satanic refine-

ment of cruel ty , wanted to send them to the ramparts, to de-

fend the odious cause of the persecutors of religion. A 

search was made in the house of the B r o t h e r s of St. Mar-

guerite. T h e D i r e c t o r and t w o other members of the com-

munity w e r e arrested and conducted to the Concierger ie . 

Bel levi l le , the centre and last focus of insurrection, made 

it a point not to be outdone by any other distr ict of the city 

in its persecution of priests and Christ ian Brothers. T o w a r d s 

the end of March, a warrant was issued for the arrest of the 

Brother D i r e c t o r , and fifteen men were sent f o r that infamous 

purpose. In their hatred and contempt for religion, the arrest 

was made, not in the house, but in the church. T h e Brother 

D i r e c t o r , remonstrat ing against such a sacr i leg ious act, was 

a c c u s e d of propagandism by the de legate before w h o m he 

was b r o u g h t in the m a y o r ' s o f f i ce ! Many other c h a r g e s , 

of equal g r a v i t y , w e r e b r o u g h t against him. T h r o u g h the 

intervent ion of a man whose children had attended the 

Brothers ' school , and w h o k n e w the absurdity of these 

charges , the w o r t h y rel ig ious was a l lowed to return home. 

B u t on the e v e n i n g of A p r i l 12th, after ten o 'c lock , w h e n 

e v e r y one was in bed, Cit izen P r u d h o m m e , one of the most 

fiery members of the C o m m u n e , at the head of a company of 

national g u a r d s , surrounded the house and commanded the 

gates to be opened. H e had orders to arrest all the Broth-

ers. 

H a p p i l v , one of the B r o t h e r s had made part of his studies 

with him in the Seminary of M a n s ; r e c o g n i z i n g each other, 

even the hard heart of the C o m m u n i s t leader was softened by 

the memories of his chi ldhood thus suddenly recalled, and he 

a g r e e d to let the B r o t h e r s pass the n ight in their o w n house 

instead of in the police station. Sentries w e r e placed at 

every door, a g u a r d was posted in the gatekeeper 's lodge , 

and P r u d h o m m e retired, the B r o t h e r s hav ing promised 
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to leave the house next d a y , and take nothing it contained 

a w a y with them P r u d h o m m e , a f t e r w a r d s repent ing of 

having a l lowed the B r o t h e r s to escape, offered a reward to 

w h o m e v e r would bring in any of them, with double the amount 

f o r him w h o should del iver up the B r o t h e r Director . H i s 

efforts were useless. T h e B r o t h e r s had been taken in and 

concealed by a w o r t h y family ; there they stayed for nearly 

a month, when their hosts w e r e apprised that they w e r e 

suspected of harboring Calotins of the worst kind.* 

I t then became necessary for the B r o t h e r s to leave their 

retreat, not only on their o w n account , b u t on that of their 

kind host. T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r j u d g e d it best, if possible, 

to leave Paris. Disguis ing themselves, they set o u t one by 

one, and, G o d helping ' them, arr ived safe at the house of M. 

F l e u r y , in Pre-Saint-Gervaise , w h e r e they had appointed to 

meet. Thence, after r e c e i v i n g the orders of their superiors, 

the B r o t h e r s repaired to N o y a u , w h e r e they arr ived on the 

16th of M a y , and remained till the 2d of June, w h e n they 

went back to resume their classes. 

O n e of them, B r o t h e r G e r m i e r , w h o had not accompanied 

them in their flight, c o u r a g e o u s l y remained in the neighbor-

hood of the school, w a t c h i n g o v e r the interests of all, and 

protect ing t h e m as far as he was able. O n the morning of 

A p r i l 10th, the Brother in charge of S S . John and Francis ' 

school was g o i n g to his class-room, when he saw a Federal 

sentry p a c i n g before the parish church. H i s heart sank with-

in h i m : had the house of G o d been p i l l a g e d ? T h e faithful 

were not a l lowed to enter. If the B r o t h e r had consulted 

prudence only , he would have turned back at o n c e ; but a 

sense of d u t y impelled him to g o on. W i t h a firm step he 

Calotins, a term of contempt then applied to the Brothers, in allusion to the skull-
cap they wear indoors. 

T H E B B O T H E B D I R E C T O R R E C E I V E S N O T I C E O F E X P U L S I O N . 



advanced to the presbytery , amid the jeers and taunts of a 

g r o u p of national g u a r d s standing near. H e g lanced at the 

c h u r c h and saw that the doors were all closed and g u a r d e d . 

G o i n g into the class-room, he w a s met by a dozen or so of the 

children, all e a g e r to tell of the d o i n g s around the church, 

and of the soldiers enter ing the sacristy, and taking a w a y 

e v e r y t h i n g of va lue they could find there. 

T h e r e was a private d o o r leading f rom the school into the 

c h u r c h — w h a t had become of the S a c r e d S p e c i e s ? had there 

been time to take them a w a y ? had they fallen into the hands 

of the desecrators? T h e cruel anxiety of the rel ig ious may 

be easily imagined. T h e r e before him was the little door with 

its fastenings. I t w a s probably closed and g u a r d e d on the 

inside. If he tried to open it, he would be sure to attract the 

attention of the terrible insurgents to his school, and perhaps 

expose his scholars to their i l l-usage, and himself to be torn 

f rom them. Still , he felt himself d r a w n by some secret im-

pulse t o w a r d s the pr ivate door. S c a r c e k n o w i n g what he 

did, he took hold of the handle. T h e door sl ightly opened ; 

it was neither locked nor g u a r d e d ; the c h u r c h seemed desert-

ed. H e ventured a little farther. N o sooner had his black 

g o w n become visible within the church, than a voice from 

the other end, in the hideous l a n g u a g e of the Communists , 

asked w h a t he wanted there, and threatened t o shoot him if 

he advanced any farther. Terr i f ied on hearing such language 

in the d w e l l i n g of the Most H i g h , the B r o t h e r hastily re-

treated, careful ly c losing the door. 

S h o r t as was the time he had been in the church, by a quick 

g lance he saw that the T a b e r n a c l e had not been forced open. If, 

as there was much reason to fear, the Blessed S a c r a m e n t had 

not been r e m o v e d before the invasion of the Communists , at 

least it had not y e t been profaned. L e a v i n g the children 



in the class-room, the B r o t h e r w e n t d irect to the com-
munity to consult with the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r ; they a g r e e d 
that no means must be left untried to p r e v e n t the H o l y Sac-
rament f rom falling into sacr i legious hands. 

A s g o i n g to the mayor ' s office with a letter from the B r o t h -
er Director , and much par ley ing with the ignorant and in-
solent officials of the re igning p o w e r s effected nothing, the 
B r o t h e r p laced himself and his a t tempt in the special care of 
St. Joseph. O n c e more he ventured to open the pr ivate 
door, which was still unlocked. T h i s t ime a v e r y different 
sentry was on g u a r d in the church, a g o o d , s imple-hearted 
neighbor of the Brothers , w h o was only in the serv ice of the 
C o m m u n e by compuls ion ; he readi ly a g r e e d , though it cost 
him his life, to let the B r o t h e r r e m o v e the Blessed Sacra-
ment, w h i c h happily he effected, and b r o u g h t it in safety to 
the c o m m u n i t y chapel. T h e B r o t h e r had hardly left the 
church with his precious burden w h e n the sentry was 
changed, and very soon after the c h u r c h was pil laged, so that 
even a moment's delay would have p r e v e n t e d him accom-
pl i sh inghis pious design !—St . Joseph had heard the p r a y e r . * 

A p r i l 2 2 . — T h e searches and arbi trary arrests continued. 
T h e wretched mob, k n o w n as the Provis ional G o v e r n m e n t , 
made Paris a place of torment and horror. T h e i r spies were 
e v e r y w h e r e : tears and g r o a n s were watched and denounced ; 
f o r denunciation was the order of the day. 

In the last d a y s of Apr i l , the Christ ian schools were suc-
cessively closed. T h e man w h o presented himself to replace 
the B r o t h e r s in the school in the R u e Saint J a c q u e s was 
hooted by the pupi l s : so g r e a t was the tumult , that the teacher 
was ob l iged to call on the National G u a r d s to restore a little 
order in the class-rooms. 

' See " Souvenirs of the Commune," pp. 119-138. 

T h e St. Clot i lde free school was closed like the district 

schools, notwithstanding the earnest remonstrance of the di-

rector. T y r a n n y and falsehood, assisted by brute force, re-

placed the r ight. M a y 5th, the house of the B r o t h e r s in the 

R u e de F leurus was surrounded about six o 'c lock in the 

morning. A commissary of the C o m m u n e signified to the 

B r o t h e r s that those between t w e n t y and forty were to be in-

corporated in marching battalions. T h e Christian schools 

of the parish w e r e g i v e n to lay teachers. T h e s e intruders 

wanted to replace prayer and catechism by the s inging of 

the Marseillaise. T h e pupils in g r e a t numbers shook off the 

y o k e of these would-be teachers. T h e y indignantly left the 

class-rooms, c r y i n g out in the streets : " A w a y with t h e i « ; « -

culottes ! D o w n with the C o m m u n e ! " 

M a y 7th, the B r o t h e r s of the R u e Jean-Bart were all day 

u n d e r - g u a r d , a sentry p a c i n g before their house. A b o u t 

e i g h t o ' c l o c k in the evening, t h e y succeeded in g e t t i n g out 

t h r o u g h a w i n d o w , and making their escape from Paris. 

T h e Brothers of the Issy school left the vil lage, which had 

become uninhabitable in consequence of the bombardment. 

T h e castle of Issy, which the Versai l les troops had to aban-

don on account of the tire kindled by the shells from the fort, 

was a g a i n taken by the Federals. T h e southern forts were 

in a desperate condition. T h e ramparts w e r e p l o u g h e d by 

projecti les, and nearly all the casemates fallen in. T h e 

iconoclasts of the C o m m u n e , after h a v i n g imprisoned citizens, 

plundered the public coffers and the treasures of the C h u r c h , 

next proceeded to destroy monuments. N o t content with 

g e t t i n g rid of men, they w r e a k e d their f u r y on stone and 

metal, g u i l t y of the crime of c o m m e m o r a t i n g historical events. 

T h e B r o t h e r s of Issy were a m o n g the communities w h i c h 

suffered the most fro.m the malice of these enemies of order. 



Situated outside the walls, this important establishment, 

which in ordinary times counted a thousand pupils, was 

ob l iged to send a w a y the children as soon as the G e r m a n 

invasion took place ; the Brothers , le f t free by the breaking 

u p of the school, were e m p l o y e d in r e m o v i n g the wounded 

from the battle-field, and nursing them in the ambulances. 

T o this community of Issy be longed B r o t h e r Berr ier , who, 

before he had reached his twentieth y e a r , fell a v ict im to his 

zeal and perseverance in nurs ing the f e v e r patients in the 

Irish ambulance.* 

D u r i n g the first week in M a y , more than sixty shells fell 

upon the St. N i c h o l a s house at Issy, which did not p r e v e n t 

the B r o t h e r s f rom g i v i n g hospital i ty to three battalions of 

the Nat ional G u a r d , while t a k i n g care, at the same time, of 

150 wounded. T h e r e were in the house, besides six B r o t h e r s 

whose services w e r e not needed, t w e n t y - o n e w o r k i n g people , 

gardeners, apprentices, e tc . ; most of them w e r e y o u t h s whose 

l ives were seriously imperi l led. T h e B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r first 

t h o u g h t of taking them to the c o u n t r y house of the St. N i c h o -

las establishment. B y the aid of an influential friend, he 

succeeded in g e t t i n g passports for all. F o u r Brothers of 

mature age, and nine of the oldest workingmen, were left in 

the house at Issy to take care of the w o u n d e d ; the l ives of 

all these were in continual danger , not only from the shells, 

but f rom the National Guards . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the danger , 

the chaplain of the school insisted on remaining, in order to 

administer the sacraments to the w o u n d e d and d y i n g . A 

freemason, g o i n g to the house a day or t w o after, w a s v e r y 

a n g r y to find the chaplain still there ; to escape be ing shot on 

the spot, he was obl iged to take r e f u g e at once with some 

friends in Paris. 

'See " Souvenirs of the Commune," pp. 84, 85. 



W h i l e the Brothers , and those w i t h them, w e r e on their 

w a y to the country , accompanied by a g u a r d , they were sub-

jec t to continual insult, and loaded with abuse by the c r o w d s 

t h r o u g h w h o m t h e y passed. T h e persecuted rel ig ious were 

consoled by the kind salutations of the children, w h o would 

e a g e r l y have shaken hands with them if the brutal g u a r d s 

had not pushed them back. A s they a d v a n c e d into the in-

terior of Paris they saw more sympathet ic faces ; many of the 

w o m e n raised their handkerchiefs to their faces as the 

poor prisoners passed along. 

" N e a r the rai l ings of the L u x e m b o u r g , " writes the B r o t h e r 

Director , " stood one of o u r Paris Directors , dressed as a 

secular ; he had mingled w i t h the c r o w d to see w h a t was 

g o i n g on ; having recognized me, he saluted me with tearful 

eyes ; I returned his salute, w h i c h o u r g u a r d s perce iv ing , 

they rushed f o r w a r d , arrested him, and forced him to g o 

with us to the police station A s to the treatment w e 

u n d e r w e n t there, it would have been more than w e could 

bear, w e r e it not for the recollection of what o u r dear L o r d 

suffered for us. E v e r y t h i n g w e had in our pockets was taken 

f rom us. T h e miserable w r e t c h e s w e r e not ashamed to 

take from one of o u r g a r d e n e r ' s little apprentices a f ranc 

piece. . . I was several times taunted with hav ing laid aside 

my re l ig ious habit. T o one of the scoffers I replie'd : 

' C i t izen, I respect my habit too much to expose it to the in-

sults it would , in these times, be sure to receive. ' It is im-

possible to descr ibe all that w e w e r e made to suffer that 

n i g h t : the b lasphemous and obscene language heard all 

around, the scoffs and insults of w h i c h w e w e r e the objects, 

and the bodi ly misery w e endured in those filthy dungeons. 

A b o u t three o ' c l o c k in the morning w e w e r e taken to the 

railroad dépôt, w h e r e w e met several other Brothers , and 



The Brothers on the Battle Field 

w e r e del ighted to be able to converse together . O a r satis-

fact ion was of short duration. O n T h u r s d a y , the n t h , we 

w e r e all taken to Mazas, and I was harassed with anxiety as 

to the fate of our p o o r workmen, w h o I a f t e r w a r d s learned 

had been c o n d u c t e d t o Mazas and k e p t there as l o n g as our-

selves. 

" It m a y well be imagined h o w dreary was m y capt iv i ty , 

when I was not lef t even the smallest ob jec t of piety. A 

medal of the Most Blessed Virg in , which I had w o r n for 

thirty-six years , was taken from me ; also m y beads, crucif ix 

and prayer-book, which last I missed most of all. 

" O n the e v e n i n g of the 15th, I was b r o u g h t before a magis-

trate, w h o , from his appearance, could not have been more 

than e ighteen y e a r s of age , a l though he tried hard to 

look g r a v e or dignified. H e asked me all sorts of trivial , un-

meaning questions, which I answered as wel l as I could. 

" 4 A c c u s e d , ' said he at length, ' what is the c h a r g e against 

y o u ?' 

" I replied : ' Sir , y o u would do me a great f a v o r if y o u told 

me yoursel f , for I k n o w absolutely nothing about i t ! ' T h e r e 

ended m y examination. I b e g g e d , h o w e v e r , to make a few 

remarks, to which my y o u n g j u d g e a g r e e d . I complained 

that I and my B r o t h e r s had been v e r y badly treated d u r i n g 

our imprisonment. T h e b o y official admitted that such 

treatment was w r o n g , but said it was easi ly accounted for, 

as the B r o t h e r s were k n o w n to have done g r e a t harm to the 

R e p u b l i c . I asked him : ' A r e y o u v e r y sure, sir, that the 

B r o t h e r s have done harm to the R e p u b l i c ? ' ' O h ! certainly !' 

he repl ied. 

" ' H o w is it, then,' said I, raising m y voice , ' that, d u r i n g 

the four months the R e p u b l i c has been in existence, the 

publ ic press, even the most radical journals , have been lav* 



and in the Hospital. 

ish in their praise of the Christ ian B r o t h e r s ?' H e admitted 

that w e had acted v e r y brave ly on the field of battle, and on 

that account were deserving of praise. ' W e l l ! sir,' I replied, 

' what have w e done to deserve such treatment as we have re-

c e i v e d ? W h a t w e did four months ago , w e did t w o w e e k s ago. 

A t L o n g c h a m p s , w e had six hundred wounded in c h a r g e , 

t a k i n g as g o o d care of them for the C o m m u n e as w e would 

have done f o r any authori ty . ' A f t e r tel l ing him what w e 

had done only nine d a y s before, at o u r house in Issy, f o r 

the Nat ional G u a r d s , both 's ick and well , I saluted him and 

retired. 

" R e t u r n i n g to my cell , I was warned in a whisper, by 

one of my guards , a fr iendly old soldier, to g e t a w a y from 

there as soon as I possibly could. F r o m this I understood 

that we were all in imminent danger. In fact, next day, 

G a r r e a u , one of the C o m m u n i s t officials, wanted to shoot us, 

and to blow u p the prison. T h e g u a r d s very cool ly told 

him they would do no such t h i n g : their l ives were as dear 

to them as his was to him. T h e w o r t h y G a r r e a u , seeing 

the men were firm in refusing to do his cruel b idding, went 

to g e t orders from the C o m m u n e . T h e e v e n i n g before , 

several shells had fallen on the bui lding ; and in the morning, 

the whole house was shaken by a v e r y large one which fell, 

crashing on the roof. T h e prisoners were all alarmed ; they 

began k n o c k i n g violently at the doors of their cells, c r y i n g 

out for them to be opened. T h e g u a r d s w e r e not s low in 

o b e y i n g , on their own account , and all the prisoners rushed 

into the y a r d . A m o n g s t the seven hundred and fifty priso-

ners were f o r t y Brothers , and the V e n e r a b l e A b b é Crose , 

chaplain of L a Roquette . T h e r e were also some seminarians 

from St. Sulp ice . 

" O n g e t t i n g out of prison, we found ourse lves in a posi-



tfifn no less dangerous ; for, at the Mazas gate , the Federa ls 

were construct ing barricades, and pressing into their serv ice 

all the men w h o came along, f o r c i n g them t o dress as Na-

tional G u a r d s , and shoulder a musket. V e r y f e w of us 

could escape, but I had the g o o d fortune of be ing one of 

these few, as also the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r before mentioned. 

" A f t e r a long run, the course of which G o d directed, 

about eleven of us found ourselves on the St. Mandé avenue, 

w h e r e a w o r t h y man, a Mr. Natt ier , g a v e us hospitality for 

thirty-one h o u r s ; his house was s o m e w h a t exposed, be ing 

between two fires. A t seven o ' c lock in the evening the 

Versai l les troops carried the T r ô n e barricade ; the disgrace-

ful red r a g w a s replaced by the tri-color. 

" W e asked an officer of the regular t r o o p s if it would be 

safe to venture to our several houses, in order to apprise our 

fr iends of o u r safety, as it was reported that seventy B r o t h -

ers had been shot at Mazas. T h e answer being in the 

aff irmative, w e set out at once. H o w g r e a t was o u r j o y 

while passing in front of our t roops ! T h e soldiers anxious-

ly asked us if we k n e w a n y t h i n g of the hostages, especial ly 

the A r c h b i s h o p . A s w e had heard nearly all the sad truth 

from our guards , w e were, alas ! able to tell them the dismal 

tidings. 

" B u t if my S u b - D i r e c t o r and 1 were saved, there still 

remained twenty- f ive persons of the Issy house of whose 

fate we k n e w nothing. It was not till three or four d a y s 

after that I found they were all safe. W e proposed t o erec t 

a statue t o St. Joseph, to w h o m w e had made severa l nove-

nas. It is certain that g r e a t Saint had taken care of us all. 

W e , as wel l as our house, had been exposed to so much dan-

ger , that it required some p o w e r f u l superhuman aid to save 

us a l l . " * 

'See " Episodes of the T i m e of the Commune," pp. 105-123. 

M a y 8th, the Brothers of G r o s - C a i l l o u and Saint Nicho-

las-de-Vaugirard quitted their home. T h i r t y or f o r t y of 

their brethren, t r y i n g to g e t out of the c i ty , were arrested, 

either at the dépôts, the gates, o r even b e y o n d the ramparts. 

S o m e w e r e released, but t w e n t y - o n e were taken to the jail 

( L a Concierger ie) . 

T h e fort of Issy was taken by the t roops of the regular arm}'. 

N i n e batteries, posted at Montretout , raked the Point-du-Jour 

and the bastions of A u t e u i l and Passy with shot and shell. 

T h e man-chase went on all o v e r Paris. T o escape the search 

of the C o m m u n e , it was necessary to hide d u r i n g the day, 

and change quarters often. 

M a y 8th, one of the Brothers , w h o w a s arrested with 

some others of his brethren at the N o r t h e r n Rai lroad dépôt, 

g i v e s a thri l l ing a c c o u n t of his experience, f rom w h i c h w e 

take the f o l l o w i n g extracts : — 

" W h i l s t wait ing, in a room belonging to the dépôt, the 

summons to appear before one or other of the dreaded C o m -

munist leaders, and thinking w h e t h e r I should e v e r see my 

dear B r o t h e r s again, the door opened with a loud noise, 

and a g r o u p of prisoners, escorted by some Nat ional Guards , 

entered the apartment. Mechanical ly turning my eyes on 

these new companions in misfortune, I recognized the 

B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of the Novi t iate , and five or six B r o t h e r s 

from V a u g i r a r d . A t this sight, 1 rushed forward, but was 

dr iven back by the guards , w h o , m a k i n g B r o t h e r E x u p é r i e n 

responsible for my act, loaded him with insults and re-

proaches. . . . A f t e r g o i n g through a sort of examination, 

in which the questions put to us were so trivial that our 

fate w a s ev ident ly a lready dec ided upon, w e w e r e conduct-

ed to prison, and I shuddered at the t h o u g h t of the horrible 

c o m p a n y w e were to have. W h a t , then, w a s my surprise 



and jo)-, on enter ing the dark room assigned us, to hear fa-

miliar voices g r e e t our arr ival ! T h e c h a r i t y of some of o u r 

g u a r d s had m a n a g e d to spare us the c o m p a n y I so much 

dreaded, by putt ing only B r o t h e r s and priests t o g e t h e r in 

this room. M a y G o d reward them f o r their kindness! W e 

there found some t w e n t y of our Brothers , some rel igious of 

St. Joseph's, and several p r i e s t s ; one of whom, a Pole , 

had been arrested in a cur ious w a y : — H e had been robbed, 

and l o d g e d a complaint against the robber ; the police, al-

t h o u g h admit t ing that the latter was g u i l t y , set him at 

l iberty, and imprisoned the plaintiff" on the score of his be ing 

an ecclesiastic. S u c h w a s the just ice of the C o m m u n e ! 

" W e were so thankful at be ing left together , that none 

felt our imprisonment so much as w e would otherwise have 

done. B u t , a l a s ! we w e r e soon removed to Mazas and 

placed in solitary confinement. H e r e I resigned myself 

whol ly to G o d , while the t h o u g h t that was continually up-

permost in m y mind was not that of m y o w n danger , but 

rather what the V e n e r a b l e Brother Phil ippe must feel in 

h a v i n g so many of his children in the hands of the C o m m u n e . 

W h a t anguish for a heart so l o v i n g as his ! . . . . I had t w o 

dear Brothers also in our c o m m u n i t y , brothers in blood as 

wel l as in rel igion, and to them m y heart turned with fond 

recol lect ion in these hours of meditation and p r a y e r 

" T h e want of my re l ig ious habit t roubled me not a little, 

but I had another privat ion still more painful. W h e n 

searching me, on my arr ival at Mazas, they had taken a w a y 

my N e w Testament. Still , I was not w i t h o u t compensation : 

my beads had been lef t me, my d e a r beads ! the blessed 

medal of which, pressed to m y lips, often r e v i v e d m y cour-

a g e ; while recit ing m y R o s a r y and meditat ing on the 

Myster ies restored peace to m y soul. A s w e need it, G o d 

sends us consolation in our sorest trials. 

" 1 was seated in my little cell at M a z a s on T h u r s d a y , 

M a y 25th, a b o u t e i g h t o ' c l o c k in the morning , w h e n m y 

door was v io lent ly t h r o w n open, and I heard voices c r y in 

all direct ions : ' F l y ! save yoursel f !' I lost not a moment, 

but, dart ing a long the corr idors , reached the inner y a r d 

w i t h o u t meet ing any obstruct ion ; there I found myself 

a m o n g s t a c r o w d of prisoners w h o were shout ing and blas-

p h e m i n g . T h i s t u m u l t cont inued f o r about half an hour, 

when the g u a r d s , h a v i n g rece ived o r d e r s to let us out, open-

ed the doors. A m o n g s t the s ix or seven hundred prisoners, 

I had the happiness of d i s c o v e r i n g the B r o t h e r w h o was 

arrested with me at the N o r t h e r n R a i l r o a d dépôt. W e g o t 

together. ' T a k e care, ' whispered one of our g u a r d s ; ' don't 

let any one suspect y o u are Christ ian B r o t h e r s ; if y o u do, 

these people will d o y o u all the harm t h e y can !' 

" W e a g r e e d to k e e p in s i g h t of each other after w e g o t 

out, but not to let any one see us t o g e t h e r or suspect o u r 

being k n o w n to each other. On l e a v i n g the prison, 1 turned 

d o w n the first street I came to. A f t e r m a k i n g sure my com-

panion was fo l lowing me at a distance, I walked on as fast 

as I could , till I came to B e r r y . T h e r e I found myself 

stopped b y a barricade ; so, turning back, I went d o w n an-

other street, but, not k n o w i n g which w a y I o u g h t to take, I 

kept w a l k i n g about within a small c ircuit from the place 

w h e n c e f had set out. I was w o r n out with fat igue, and lay 

d o w n behind a low wall , my c o m r a d e d o i n g the same, a lit-

tle w a y off, and slept about half an hour ; w e then resumed 

o u r march, he at a distance f o l l o w i n g all my movements , and 

doing j u s t as I did. T h i s is to be kept in mind all t h r o u g h 

my narrative, though, in order to make myself better under-

stood, I m a y often use the s ingular number. 

" I had g o n e but a little w a y w h e n 1 perce ived a sentinel ; 



I hurried on, intending to cross the adjoining barricade bold-

l y , in the hopes of being unnoticed. ' Cit izen, a stone lor the 

barr icade !' cr ied the sentinel. W i t h a t rembl ing hand I 

p icked u p a stone and laid it in the place pointed out to me. 

A t the o ther end of the R u e C h e m i n - V e r t , a noisy c r o w d 

w e r e c o m m e n c i n g a new barricade. T h e r e I was not al-

lowed to g e t off so easi ly. 

" ' W h e r e do you c o m e from ? w h e r e are y o u g o i n g , citi-

zen ?' asked several voices at o n c e . — ' I came from Mazas, 

dr iven out by. the shells ! '—' A h ! v e r y well ; y o u are j u s t in 

t ime : w e want men ; y o u shall w o r k with us.' I involun-

tarily made a g e s t u r e of alarm, w h i c h the leader of the w o r k -

men either mistook, or fe igned he did. ' D o n ' t be afraid !' 

he said ; ' y o u ' l l be paid.' If I refused, I would be instantly 

shot. So, breathing a p r a y e r to my g u a r d i a n angel to d irect 

and assist me, I asked, with as much indifference as I could 

assume, what I was to do. T h e y s h o w e d me. It was a regu-

lar apprenticeship to m a s o n - w o r k ; w e took paving-stones 

and cemented them one on the other with c lay instead of mor-

tar. W h e n the barricade was sufficiently high, it had to be 

covered with sacks of earth. I was placed a m o n g s t the 

w o r k m e n w h o w e r e filling the sacks and c a r r y i n g them to 

those w h o w e r e putt ing them on the rampart. A h ! that 

r a m p a r t ! if I could only t h r o w it d o w n ! — W h a t a scene 

the bui ld ing of it w a s ! what curses, w h a t imprecations, w h a t 

fever ish e a g e r n e s s ! 

" A b s o r b e d as I was in reflections, I noticed that lour of 

m y companions had been for some time w a t c h i n g me atten-

t ive ly . A s soon as our work was finished, one of them asked 

me if I w e r e not an Italian. I repl ied in the negat ive . 

' W h a t matters it w h e r e he is f r o m ? ' said another. ' H e has 

w o r k e d well , and that is the principal thing. ' T h e n turning 



to me he said • ' H e r e is one franc; come and drink a bot-

e and af e r t h a t y o u may g o w h e r e y o n please. I » 
the money and, partly f r o m fearing to refuse, and part ly 

" / ' w a s really i L e e d of some little « f — . w e M 

w i t h my strange comrades to the wme-shop. W h i l e d r n k i n g 

a glass of wine, a s ingular c h a n g e came o v e r me 1 felt: I c ° u M 

read the men's thoughts , and percetved the w o r | J Y o u can g o 

w h e r e y o n please,' concealed a snare. I then resolved be 
on my g u a r d , and when three of the Federa ls left us at the 
on my g u ' , , d t h e ( o u r l h j t h e same w h o had 

t Z m Z w h o see°mP;d to be a sort ol l e a d e r - ' I wi l l remain 

S l T l l l ike to w o r k , and wil l do w h a t e v e r » required 

T h i s c o n d u c t w a s assuredly inspired by my g o o d a n g d . I t 

saved mv life, and, w h a t is more important it prevented 

t h - unhappy companions from c o m m . t t m g a cr ime 

f o r I have since learned that, h a v m g suspic .ons of me, they 

had determined to lie in watt for me at the n e x ^ c o r n e r o 

see if thev could find out anyth ing more about me, and then 

t o " r r e s t and take me to the M a y o r ' s office, w h e r e I w o u l d 

certainly have been sentenced to be shot as a spy 

" M y companion expressed himself pleased w i t h m y d -

cision and told me to g o w i t h him, and he w o u l d have m e 

equipped for servtce. M y B r o t h e r , w h o had been w a t c h i n g 

for my appearance from the wine-shop, now came up and 

be ing asked if he, too, wanted e m p l o y m e n t answered m t h e 

a f f i r m a t i v e ; and w e were both taken back to he barr icade 

w h e r e w e had w o r k e d . W e were told to rest awhi le , and 

despite the horror and anxiety that filled m y m m d attgue 

o v e r c a m e me, and I slept soundly. A .m.dntght I was j u d 

denly roused. • T o y o u r post, citizen ! c n e d 3 r o u g h v « c < j 

It took me some moments to realize m y position W as t 

indeed I, the calm and peaceful friend of y o u t h , 1, the d i s c p l e 



of the G o d of peace, w h o found myself amid shot and shell 

with a musket in my hand, and s e r v i n g in such a c a u s e ? 

" It w a s too true, and I soon was terribly convinced of m y 

identi ty . I w e n t to take the place assigned me on the barri-

cade : I was to act as sentry f o r three hours." 

F o r three d a y s the t w o poor B r o t h e r s were made to share 

the fortunes of the Federals, sometimes separated, sometimes 

together , a l w a y s exposed to imminent peril , in case of dis-

c o v e r y , from the implacable hatred w i t h which the C o m -

munists regarded the Calotins—as they called all rel igious, 

and all priests. W h a t a strange and terrible fate f o r t w o 

Christ ian Brothers , to be d r a g g e d hither and thither with the 

C o m m u n i s t rabble, flying from the approach of the national 

army, which in their hearts they hailed with transport, as the 

only hope of safety for their country as wel l as for them-

selves ! W h a t s ights of horror met their e y e s ! — c h u r c h e s 

desecrated, pi l laged, and converted into human slaughter-

houses ¡ — p r i e s t s and rel ig ious led to death amid the s a v a g e 

shouts of the infuriate mob ! W h o can tell the horrors they 

witnessed in those d a y s of compulsory serv ice a m o n g s t the 

F e d e r a l s ! A c h a n g e came at last. T h e Versai l les army, 

d r a w i n g their circle closer and closer around the Communists , 

at length captured them all, and marched them to L a R o -

q u e t t e : a m o n g this vile c r o w d of prisoners w e r e the t w o 

sorely-tried re l ig ious! 

" T h e h e a v y iron doors of a large d u n g e o n closed upon 
us," says the B r o t h e r , whose narrative w e r e s u m e ; " from 
t ime to t ime the d o o r opened with a dreary sound, and a 
loud, harsh v o i c e called o u t : ' F i v e men ! ' — T h e five men 
nearest the d o o r are detached from the c r o w d ; what becomes 
of them we only k n o w from the quick d ischarge of musketry 
outside ! jus t ice is done, in part, f o r one of the greates t crimes 
the modern w o r l d has seen. 

" T h e d o o r h a s a l r e a d y o p e n e d a n d s h u t many t imes; behold 

me n o w in the front rank. ' F i v e men !' cries the jai ler. I was 

hard ly conscious of w h a t w a s passing around me, or how I 

crossed the threshold that stood, perhaps, between me and 

death, w h e n , after be ing careful ly searched, I was asked some 

s u m m a r y questions. M y B r o t h e r was beside m e ; w e g a v e o u r 

names as B r o t h e r s of the Christ ian Schools . W e were heard 

with a smile of incredul i ty , and that was not surprising : o u r 

de jected features, our dishevel led garments , e v e r y t h i n g , e v e n 

o u r very fat igue, bore witness against us. 1 felt this was the 

case and fair ly burst into tears. ' B e composed, ' said a kind-

ly v o i c e ; ' let us see if y o u h a v e not some papers to s h o w 

u s . ' — ' W e were str ipped of e v e r y t h i n g at Mazas, w h e n w e 

w e r e taken thither with our brethren. '—' In that c a s e — ' 

" ' But , I assure y o u , w e b e l o n g to the Brothers ' house, N o . 

169 S t D o m i n i c s t r e e t ; y o u may wri te there, or to the 

Mother-house, O u d i n o t street, and w e shall be recognized 

immediately . ' 

" I saw, by the looks e x c h a n g e d by our interrogators, that 

w e w e r e condemned ! — A sudden inspiration flashed on m y 

m i n d : ' P a p e r s ! y o u asked f o r p a p e r s ? — w e l l , here are 

mine ! '—and with one hand I d r e w my beads f rom my pocket , 

and with the other took out the scapular, w h i c h the g u a r d s 

at M a z a s had respected. M y B r o t h e r had no scapular, but 

he too had his beads, and, like me, presented them. T h i s evi-

dently c h a n g e d the aspect of affairs, and w e were told t o sit 

d o w n and wait a little while, so that the truth of o u r state-

ment might be verified. W e w e r e soon af ter taken t o an 

a d j o i n i n g apartment, w h e r e a police off icer came to us, and 

with g r e a t respect asked us to tell him how w e came to be 

found in so strange a position. H a v i n g taken notes of all, he 

left, and it was not long till the door of the apartment was 



t h r o w n open, and w e heard the blessed words, ' Y o u are 
f r e e ! ' 

" W i t h g r a t e f u l but anxious hearts, w e too made o u r w a y 

to the dear old house in O u d i n o t street. ' G o d be praised, 

here are t w o more !' cr ied the Brother-porter , as he opened 

the d o o r for us. S c a r c e a moment had passed when a dear 

B r o t h e r Assistant and several others of our brethren came 

to w e l c o m e our return, and m u c h did t h e y marvel a t the 

strange story w e had to tell. B r o t h e r Assistant would 

scarcely a l low us to finish, s a y i n g that, as the b e a d s and 

scapular had been the instruments used by A l m i g h t y G o d 

in d e l i v e r i n g us from such fearful danger , it w a s d o u b l y 

incumbent on us all to g o first to the chapel to return thanks. 

F o r the first time in nearly a month w e had the p r i v i l e g e of 

kneel ing before the holy altar. H o w fervent w e r e o u r 

t h a n k s g i v i n g s ! how ineffable our j o y ! A h ! how true are the 

words of H o l y W r i t : ' H o w love ly are thy tabernacles, O 

L o r d G o d of Hosts !' 

" A l l the scattered sheep w e r e now gathered back into the 

fold, e x c e p t one whose name w a s still u n k n o w n . * . . . 

" O n the fo l lowing day, w e resumed o u r rel ig ious habit 

with inexpressible happiness, and the dear Brother D i r e c t o r 

of N o v i c e s was appointed by B r o t h e r Assistant to g o with us 

to L a R o q u e t t e to thank M. Char les N o e l , the police officer 

w h o had set us free ." f 

* The death of Brother N6omede-Justin was not yet known, 

t See " A Quoi Sert on Chapelet," pp. 7-80. 

B R O T H E R N E O M l l D E - J U S T I N . 



C H A P T E R X V I I I . 

T H E B R O T H E R S U N D E R T H E C O M M U N E . — C o n t i n u e d . 

T h e last d a y s of A p r i l , the C o m m u n i s t s paid the first offi-
cial v is i t to the c o m m u n i t y - h o u s e of the St. S u l p i c e B r o t h -
ers. 

D r u e t du Mousset , the d e l e g a t e sent f o r this p u r p o s e , was 

a c c o m p a n i e d b y t w o Nat ional G u a r d s . T h e y were| on 

this occasion, v e r y c iv i l , and assured the B r o t h e r s the C o m -

mune o w e d t h e m n o i l l-wil l . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g these spe-

c i o u s professions, several B r o t h e r s t h o u g h t it prudent , w i t h 

the permission of their super iors , to leave Paris . F o r s o m e 

d a y s the schools outs ide w e n t on as usual. O n l y one, the 3d 

class of St . T h o m a s d ' A q u i n a s ' parish, w a s c losed, t h r o u g h 

the s ickness of the t e a c h e r . 

O n F r i d a y , M a y the 5th, a d e t a c h m e n t of N a t i o n a l G u a r d s 

a r r i v e d with a noti f icat ion that all the B r o t h e r s w e r e prison-

ers. T h e s e men w e r e to take possession of the house and to for-

bid all egress f r o m it. A t the t ime of the arrest, there should 

h a v e been t w e n t y - o n e B r o t h e r s in the house, but , happi ly , 

t w o y o u n g B r o t h e r s had g o n e to the c h u r c h of St. S u l p i c e ; 

on their return, t h e y w e r e appr ised f r o m a w i n d o w of w h a t 

had taken place , and did n o t t r y to enter the house, and, in 

the c o u r s e of the d a y , s u c c e e d e d in g e t t i n g out of P a r i s in 

secular dress. 

M e a n w h i l e , the B r o t h e r s imprisoned in the c o m m u n i t y -

house w e r e to ld that a m e m b e r of the C o m m u n e w o u l d vis i t 
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them in the evening , and they began to hope for some change 

in their favor. T h e y were deceived in their expectations. 

W h e n the delegate arrived, it w a s to renew the prohibit ion 

t o leave the house, and, worse still, to ask the names of all 

the Brothers between the ages of nineteen and f i fty-f ive, 

that they might be enrolled in the Nat ional G u a r d . T h e 

list was promised, and returned a c c o r d i n g l y by noon of that 

day . L a y teachers, at the same time, w e r e sent to replace 

the B r o t h e r s in the schools of the R u e d ' A s s a s and R u e St. B e -

noit. . . . T h e G u a r d s being kind e n o u g h to a l low the pupils of 

the schools to visit their imprisoned teachers, g r e a t numbers, 

accompanied in many instances by their parents, avai led 

themselves of the permission. N o visit, h o w e v e r , consoled 

the prisoners so much as that of B r o t h e r Exup6rien, Direct-

or of N o v i c e s . 

" S u n d a y m o r n i n g comes," writes the B r o t h e r S u b - D i -

rector ; " it passes, anxious and monotonous; w h a t a contrast 

it presents to our usual S u n d a y s ! no more offices, no more 

instructions, no more children to c o n d u c t to church. P o o r 

children ! we could not g o to them, but they came to us ; for, 

on that da}', their visits w e r e more n u m e r o u s than on the 

prev ious days. It did us g o o d to see them. A h ! in the 

world , how little people know of the tender affection which 

G o d has planted in the heart of Christ ian teachers ! T h a t 

love w h i c h the father and mother feel f o r their family ac-

c o r d i n g to nature, the Christ ian B r o t h e r bestows no less 

generous ly on those w h o are his little brethren in Jesus 

Christ , his chi ldren in G o d . . . . A l a s ! after another visit 

f rom t w o Communist delegates, this g r e a t consolation was 

denied us ; we were no longer a l lowed to see o u r pupils or 

their p a r e n t s ! " 

T h o s e w h o by their a g e were liable to be enrolled in the 

Nat ional G u a r d s , were, as may well be imagined, ver) ' much 

troubled ; a plan was devised by some of them by w h i c h to es-

cape so g r e a t a misfortune. T h e i r p r o j e c t was, in a g e n e r -

al w a y , made k n o w n to the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r , and met his 

approbation. Neverthe less , that he m i g h t not be compro-

mised, he was left in ignorance of the details, nor was his 

special permission asked A f t e r supper, the e leven Broth-

ers w h o would have had to serve in the C o m m u n e went u p 

stairs, and, seeing their g u a r d s walk ing in the y a r d on the 

o ther side of the house, each t o o k off his re l ig ious habit, and, 

h a v i n g a secular one under, they were ready f o r their de-

parture. T h e y assembled in a small room o v e r l o o k i n g the 

R u e Jean-de-Bart . A rope was fastened to the bedstead to 

facilitate their descent. T h e parts w e r e distr ibuted ; some 

went t h r o u g h the house, m a k i n g all the noise they could, 

whi le others e n g a g e d the g u a r d s in conversation. A n o t h e r 

was set to watch what was passing outside, and when the 

coast w a s clear he g a v e the signal . U n d e r the protect ion 

of Mar)-, the D i v i n e H e l p of Christians, the bold a t t e m p t was 

made, and admirably succeeded, amid the silent applause 

of f r iendly neighbors anxiously looking on . . . . N e x t d a y , 

w h e n the escape of the B r o t h e r s was discovered, and the 

D i r e c t o r was called to account f o r their disappearance, i t was 

not diff icult f o r him to exonerate himself, seeing that he 

had not been informed of the hour of their departure. More-

over, the C o m m u n i s t s had stationed g u a r d s in the house, 

whose duty it w a s to see that no one escaped : when the fu-

g i t ives had eluded their vigi lance, h o w could the B r o t h e r 

D i r e c t o r be held responsible ? H a v i n g vented their w r a t h in 

dire threats of future vengeance , the C o m m u n i s t de legates 

decided to turn out the four citizen B r o t h e r s w h o still re-

mained in the house, w h i c h was a c c o r d i n g l y done, and so the 

matter rested for that time. 



T o the B r o t h e r s w h o had succeeded in m a k i n g their escape 

the night seemed long and dreary ; it was no easy matter to 

find a lodging, and it was past midnight w h e n one of the 

f u g i t i v e s was still w a n d e r i n g in the streets. In those evi l 

days , so many honest people had lef t Paris, the B r o t h e r s 

often found enemies w h e r e they e x p e c t e d friends. W h e n , 

a day or t w o after, they succeeded in g e t t i n g out o f Paris, it 

was in the strangest disguises, as millers, marketmen, etc. 

A m o n g s t the first cal led to the care of the ambulance, 

and the last w h o remained in the serv ice of the v ict ims of 

foreign war, w e r e the Brothers of the R u e des Martyrs . T h e y 

had also, in the first d a y s of the s t r u g g l e , to g a t h e r in the 

wounded and dead, no longer struck d o w n on the field of 

battle to the c r y of " Vive la France ! " but shot in the streets 

of Paris by F r e n c h bullets and to the c r y of " Hatred and 

death to S o c i e t y ! " It was in front of their house, and be-

fore their eyes , that the civil w a r entered upon its era of 

shame and c a r n a g e : it w a s theirs to witness the heartrending 

sight of the t r iumph of anarchy o v e r order , desertion o v e r 

d isc ip l ine! . . . T h e sound of the vol ley that took the l ives 

of t w o brave F r e n c h generals shook their house, and they 

w e r e at one time afraid their gardens were to be made the 

scene of such executions. T h e i r house was ful l of the wound-

ed ; the dead were piled in their enclosure, and even the 

hard-hearted Federals fled in disgust from a scene so revolt-

ing. U n d e r the v e r y w i n d o w s of the Brothers ' house t w o 

barricades w e r e erected. G u n s w e r e next planted there, 

and it was not till the 24th of M a y that the g o v e r n m e n t 

troops s u c c e e d e d in taking these positions. T h e poor 

B r o t h e r s of Montmartre were obl iged to cross f o u r barri-

cades t o g o to their post, and on Easter T u e s d a y the B r o t h e r 

D i r e c t o r in R u e des M a r t y r s had to keep them there. T h e y 

opened classes for such of the M o n t m a r t r e pupils as came to 

them. 

Meanwhi le , after h a v i n g posted a notice on the church-

d o o r that " priests being robbers, e v e r y g o o d citizen was 

called on to arrest them," the Federals paid a vis i t to the 

R u e des M a r t y r s , w h e n they informed the B r o t h e r s that the 

warrant condemning the priests also extended to them, and 

all the other " black g o w n s " in the ward. B u t this threat 

did not fr ighten the pious instructors of youth. T h e y had 

not faced death so often on the battle field and d u r i n g the 

siege, in the service of the w o u n d e d , without feel ing con-

vinced that human life is in the hand of D i v i n e P r o v i d e n c e , 

on w h o m all are alike dependent. T h e y therefore went 

quietly on with their usual avocat ions, and, s t r a n g e to 

say , w e r e for some time not molested. . . B u t they could not 

hope to be left long in peace. T h e y w e r e in continual dan-

g e r of arrest, and not only themselves, but their friends. 

A f t e r s e v e r a l interv iews with the delegate and m a y o r , in 

which he showed how brave and fearless a rel ig ious can be in 

d e f e n d i n g the r ight , the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r saw it was neces-

sary for his friends' and his o w n safety to devise means to 

escape from Paris. In this he succeeded, and by the fo l lowing 

S u n d a y the last t w o of the five B r o t h e r s remaining in the 

R u e des M a r t y r s arr ived safely at A u b e r v i l l i e r s disguised, 

one as a laborer, the other as an inspector on the railroad. 

A f e w d a y s after, the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r succeeded in jo in ing 

them there. T h e y were all kindly w e l c o m e d by the 

B r o t h e r s in Aubervi l l iers . 

O n the 15th of Apr i l , a de legate of the C o m m u n e made his 

appearance at the c o m m u n i t y - h o u s e in the F a u b o u r g St. 

Martin. H e came to ask the number of the classes and how 

many children attended the school, at the same time inti-



j - j w b . Brother O ^ ^ S ^ S f c ^ 

B r o t h e r ' ' C ° r C ° f ^ • he and the other 

fefei-^JfeSi 
each of the B r o , hers, and, by G o d ' s assistance, they all sue 

t o relatives, m various parts of the c o a n t r r . O n e B r o t h e r 

h o w e v e r remained in the c i t y : being c h a r g e d wi the d rec 

a l H h ™ " e h t f b T 1 S t ^ P a r i s h , he kept his^ post 
toulh^h , m J a y S ° f ' h e C o ™ » e . and r e g u l a r l y 
t a u g h t the children entrusted to his care, in a room L i o n / 
W to the church I t l v a s n o t w i t h o u t i n d i " j ™ 

t h e i h a A i v i c i n ^ ! ° f ^ i m 
tne B r o t h e r s . A g r e a t n u m b e r of parents went to the 

that°B t T A 0 C X P r e S S t h e " " others, L o w i n g 
o him the D r : C t 0 ; h a t i , a k C " r e ' U ® e Beauvilli 'ers, w r o t l 

to him the most t o u c h i n g letters.* 

E v e n t s were culminating. E v e r y day the Communis ts 

w e r e losing g r o u n d . T h e hour of del iverance was a " 

but the s t r u g g l e waxed only the more desperate, and the 

b r o t h e r s of C l i c h y were called on to take c h a r g e of the am-
bulance of the Sisters of St . V i n c e n t de Paul. T h e y all de 

t t X s h t ! l d S r e r e S W i U i ^ # » U ^ a g r e e d Jpon that they should rel ieve one another night and d a y in that emi 

nent y C h n s u a n task. G o d alone k n o w s w L t trial t h " 
h a ^ o ^ i ^ i r e ^ d ^ i a t h a t C o m3_ 

* S c e E p i ^ s of the Time Of the C o m m m e > p)>. 6 6 ? — 



munist a m b u l a n c e , w h e r e , neverthe less , t h e y f a i t h f u l l y d i d 

t h e i r d u t y ti l l t h e a r r i v a l of t h e r e g u l a r troops. 

O n t h e i i t h of M a y , t h e r e d flag w a s hoisted o v e r the d o o r 

of t h e M o t h e r - h o u s e , O u d i n o t street . T h r e e d e l e g a t e s f r o m 

t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , u n d e r p r e t e n c e of v is i t ing t h e a m b u -

l a n c e insisted on b e i n g taken all o v e r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t ; the 

c h a p e l s the cel lars, etc. , w e r e e x a m i n e d in turn, and t h e visi-

t o r s w e n t a w a y m u c h dissatisf ied, h a v i n g f o u n d n o t h i n g . O n 

the f o l l o w i n g d a y t h e F e d e r a l s e v a c u a t e d the v i l l a g e of Issy ; 

t h e y m a r c h e d out in sullen s i lence. 

T h e b o m b a r d m e n t n o w reached the b o a r d i n g - s c h o o l of 

P a s s v • the staff of B r o t h e r s r e m a i n i n g there w e r e f o r c e d t o 

a b a n d o n t h e bui ld ing , and wi th the i r p u p i l s a r r i v e d , a b o u t 

s e v e n o ' c l o c k in the m o r n i n g , at t h e M o t h e r - h o u s e . 

M a y K t h , the a r t i l l e r y m e n of t h e C o m m u n e w e r e disabled. 

T h e s a v a g e des truct ion of M . T h i e r s ' s h o u s e b e g a n . T h e 

s a n c t u a r y of h o p e o n c e v i o l a t e d , e v e r y cit izen had reason t o 

fear , not o n l y for his person, b u t f o r his house. N e a r l y t w o 

h u n d r e d persons, f r o m nineteen t o f o r t y , w e r e arrested and 
imprisoned in t h e c h u r c h of N o t r e D a m e d e L o r e t t e T h e 

for of V a n v e s w a s e v a c u a t e d . T h e F e d e r a l s escaped t h r o u g h 

s u b t e r r a n e o u s passages , t h e f o r t b e i n g b t o c k a d e d E a c h 

c i t izen had t h e n c e f o r t h t o p r o d u c e a c e r t i f i c a t e of i d e n t i t y 

om he c o m m i s s i o n e r of t h e C i t y Hal , . E m i S s a n e s f r o m 

the C o m m u n e m a d e a n o t h e r search in the h o u s e in O u d i n o t 

street , b u t f o u n d nothing to c o m p r o m i s e the B r o t h e r s 

R i d d l e d w i t h shells by t h e b a t t e r i e s of M e u | | , C l a m a r t 

and I s s y t h e M o n t r o u g e f o r t w a s in ruins. A t A u t e u i l , a 

b r e a c h w a s m a d e in t h e fort i f icat ions. T h e t r i c o l o r w a v e d 

o v e r C l i c h y T h e project i les of the b e s i e g i n g a r m y r e a c h e d 

e v e n to L o r f c c h a m p s . V e s ick and w o u n d e d wi th w h o m 

the p a v i l i o n s \ v e r e c r o w d e d , had t o b e r e m o v e d far ther m t o 



the city. A n o r d e r came from the C o m m i t t e e of Publ ic 
Safety t o put up four hundred beds in the Mother-house. 

T h e V e n d o m e column fell by order of the C o m m u n e ; this 
was another p a g e added to the accursed book of the R e v o l u -
tion of March 18th. 

M a y 17th, the Mother-house received some t w e n t y wound-

ed, removed f rom Longchamps. It w a s a g r e e d upon with 

the administration of the Press that the ambulance serv ice 

should be entrusted to the Brothers , under the direction of a 

B r o t h e r Assistant-General . 

A t a quarter t o six o 'c lock, a terrif ic shock was felt all 

o v e r Paris ; it was the b l o w i n g up of t h e arsenal on A v e n u e 

Rapp. T h e C h a m p de Mars was c o v e r e d with blackened 

beams, and, sad to say, a vast number of balls and flattened 

bullets s truck many persons. T h e number of v ict ims w a s 

g r e a t — a b o u t t w o hundred dead, and four hundred wounded. 

T h e Mother-house received sick and wounded f rom G r o s -

Cai l lou Hospital , to which many of the v ict ims of the explo-

sion had been brought . T h e C o m m i t t e e of Publ ic Safety , in 

a placard posted on the walls, accused the Versai l les g o v e r n -

ment of hav ing caused the disaster ; this absurd accusation 

needs no comment. T h e Communists were alone responsi-

ble for such blunders, follies, and crimes. 

M a y 18th, feast of the Ascension, most of the churches 

were closed or desecrated. In those d a y s of terror, evil 

alone was free. It was only in the p r i v a c y of their o w n houses 

that Christ ians could watch and pray. 

M a y 19th, all the Brothers remaining in the Mother-house 

assumed secular clothing. T h e Dominicans of A r c u e i l were 

arrested and conducted to the fort of Bicetre . 

M a y 20th, the Brothers not e m p l o y e d in O u d i n o t street 

ambulance were enabled, by the kindness of some friends. 

to gain the open c o u n t r y . T h o s e that remained were order-

ed by the C o m m i t t e e of Publ ic Safety to quit the house, un-

der pain of arrest and imprisonment. T h e n the B r o t h e r 

Assistants, and other elders of the O r d e r , w h o had hitherto 

remained at the post of danger , found themselves obl iged to 

leave their house, no longer, alas ! the Mother-house, but 

rather the w i d o w e d house, and, f o r five or six days , the house 

of s o r r o w and death. T h e part ing b e t w e e n the sick and 

the B r o t h e r s w h o had been taking care of them was most 

affecting. Many tears w e r e shed ; b u t G o d grac ious ly vouch-

safed to g i v e the B r o t h e r s a g r e a t tranquillity of mind 

in the midst of their trials, an entire trust in H i m , and a filial 

abandonment of themselves into his Div ine hands. 

T h e L o n g c h a m p s ambulance was installed in the house 

under the direction of the Press, the administrators of which 

had all a long taken the greatest interest in the Institute ; and 

it was to them the B r o t h e r s were indebted for the preserva-

tion of their establishment, w h i c h would o t h e r w i s e have 

been occupied by the Federals , and probably burned. 

M a y 21 st, the persecution of the Brothers had reached its 

height : it was also near ing its end. T h e same d a y , about 

five o ' c lock in the afternoon, the bes ieg ing a r m y forced the 

Saint C l o u d gate , then those of Passy, A u t e u i l and Sèvres . 

T h e G r a n d - A r m é e avenue, the A r c h of T r i u m p h , Passy, 

A u t e u i l , the T r o c a d é r o , Bat ignol les , and L e s Ternes, w e r e 

success ive ly o c c u p i e d by the b r a v e Versai l les soldiers. O n 

the morning of the 22d, the a r m y advanced in g o o d order 

a long both sides of the Seine, and del ivered the inhabitants 

of the streets a d j o i n i n g , — L e s Invalides, and a g r e a t part of the 

F a u b o u r g St. G e r m a i n , — f r o m the reign of terror. T h e fine 

boarding-school of the B r o t h e r s at Passy had been fixed up-

on by the Federal staff as a centre of resistance ; this was 



d o o m i n g it to destruction, as the soldiers of the regular a r m y 

w o u l d have directed all their batteries against it, and the in-

surgents, seeing themselves forced to e v a c u a t e it, would have 

set it on fire ; but P r o v i d e n c e watched o v e r that model es-

tablishment, as it had watched o v e r the Mother-house. 

S c a r c e l y had the insurgents taken possession, when t h e y 

w e r e surrounded and made prisoners by the Versai l les troops. 

T h e w h o l e week was but one bloody battle. 1 he C o m -

mittee of Publ ic S a f e t y , with a despair ing c r y , called the 

cit izens to arms ; e v e r y w h e r e d r u m s w e r e beat ing and bells 

r ing ing ; barr icades were raised at the corners of streets and 

squares ; the base of operat ions w a s the C i t y Hall , w h e r e 

the various delegations, driven f o r w a r d by the p r o g r e s s of 

the g o v e r n m e n t troops, had taken r e f u g e ; the principal 

monuments of Paris w e r e commit ted to the flames. T h e 

Mother-house was filled with o v e r six hundred wounded, and 

o v e r e ighty d e a d bodies l y i n g in a sort of amphitheatre pre-

pared for the purpose. 

Meanwhi le , on W e d n e s d a y , the 24th, the military authori-

ties decided that the ambulance was to be again transferred 

t o Longchatnps, and that the B r o t h e r s should immediately 

take possession of their Mother-house, and of all their o ther 

establishments. T h e n c e dated a new order of th ings f o r 

them, and the return to Paris of the B r o t h e r s w h o had been 

obl iged to leave it. B u t they could not all return. S o m e 

were prisoners at Mazas, and probably themselves k n e w 

not that they were in imminent danger . 

H i s G r a c e the A r c h b i s h o p , the pastor of the Madeleine, 

the A b b é A l l a r d , and the Fathers D u c o u d r a y and Clerc , of 

the C o m p a n y of Jesus, had been shot at L a Roquette , 

t h r o u g h hatred of rel igion ; and a number of p r o m i r e n t citi-

zens, prisoners of war, had shared the same fate. T h e mur-

derers proposed to shoot all the hostages, and thus renew 

the massacres of 1792 and '93. 

T h e l iberating army carr ied the barricades with irresisti-

ble b r a v e r y , and the firing soon approached Mazas. T h e n 

the g u a r d s arrested and locked u p the B r o t h e r D i r e c t o r of 

that district, threw open all the doors, b r o u g h t d o w n to the 

y a r d all the hostages, to the number of four or .five hundred, 

and sent t h e m out, three by three, about ten o 'c lock in the 

m o r n i n g . 

T h e B r o t h e r s went out, but found themselves in the midst 

of the Federals , and most of them were compelled to w o r k 

on the barr icades till such time as, under c o v e r of the night, 

or in a moment of panic, they could hide in some adjoining 

house while wai t ing the hour of del iverance. 

G o d had chosen from a m o n g s t them a new victim for H i m -

self. B r o t h e r Néomède-Just in w a s s truck by the splinter of 

a shell at the Pont d ' A u s t e r l i t z barricade, and instantly killed. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g are some part iculars of the life and death of 

this Christ ian martyr , whose m e m o r y shines? out on Cathol ic 

F r a n c e as a gent le star amid the thick darkness 'o f the sor-

r o w f u l y e a r of 1871 : — 

Phi l ippe S a g u e t — i n rel igion B r o t h e r N é o m è d e - J u s t i n — 

was born on the 8th of M a y , 1836, at H e r m a u x (Lozère), of 

a G o d - f e a r i n g and eminently Cathol ic family . O n the 28th 

of A u g u s t , 1856, in the bloom of his promis ing y o u t h , he 

bade the w o r l d farewel l , and entered the novitiate of the 

Christ ian Brothers , at P u y (Haute-Loire) . A f t e r his pro-

bat ionary term, the fervent rel igious was sent by his superiors 

to Paris. In that metropol i s ,—which was subsequently, in 

its vVild f renzy , to slay its prophets and burn its monuments, 

— B r o t h e r N é o m è d e devoted himself, for fifteen years, to the 

gratui tous instruction of the chi ldren of the poor. 



D u r i n g the memorable s iege of Paris he t a u g h t his dear 

pupils oi Issy-sur-Seine, w h o had taken r e f u g e in the V a u 

g i r a r d distr ict A d m i r a b l e to relate, his recreation, a f ter ¡he 

fat igues of the d a y , was to g o to the battle field, with a g r e a t 

SeTd A° r t b r e t h r C n ' t 0 t a k e U P t h e W ° U n d e d > * > 4 ^ e 
dead. A t C h a m p , g n y , none of the Brothers displayed more 
c o u r a g e or ardor than he in re l iev ing the poor soldiers. 

G o d preserved him from all the dangers of those s tormy 

d a y s : the time for B r o t h e r Néoméde-Just in 's g lor ious death 
nad not y e t come. 

R ^ i n | f t U ^ d l t ° h i S C O m n m i l i t > ' i n Issy a f ter the truce, 
B r o t h e r N é o m é d e had again to leave it, to avoid being e J 
rolled in the F e d e r a l battalions. H e jo ined his brethren of 
bt. N i c h o l a s but there also the position became untenable 
I he army of Versai l les encircled the vi l lage and fort of 
Issy with a belt of i r o n ; more than t w o hundred shells fell 
on the establ ishment: prudence demanded its evacuation 
T h e B r o t h e r s w o r k m e n and several y o u n g apprentices,' 
were on their w a y to I g n y , when they w e r e arrested at the 
M o n t r o u g e gate, str ipped of e v e r y valuable, and otherwise 
ill treated. B r o t h e r N é o m é d e bore all with evangel ica l 
meekness, and with his companions went to the police station 
escorted by numbers of the National G u a r d . 

T h a t long j o u r n e y , in the midst of a misguided mob re-
sembled that of the D i v i n e Master through the streets of 
Jerusalem. 

B r o t h e r N é o m é d e heard without fear the cries of " Death 

to the Calo,tins/" "Death to Versailles / " S trengthened bv 

the recitation of the R o s a r y and meditation on the s u f f e r i n g 

of O u r L o r d on his w a y to C a l v a r y , he c o u r a g e o u s l y drank 

the chal ice of insult and humiliation presented by that 

r a g i n g mob. O n a r r i v i n g at the pol ice station, he had to 



u n d e r g o a new examination, which, of course subjected him 
to n e w o u t r a g e ; the m y r m i d o n s of the C o m m u n e not o n l y 
cursed and abused, but even struck him. T h e calm com-
posure of the B r o t h e r only served to increase the wrath of 
those infuriate men. 

B r o t h e r N e o m e d e was imprisoned, with his companions, in 

a hall w h e r e severa l of his brethren already were . T h e 

number of prisoners, including the w o r k m e n of St. Nicholas'-

O r p h a n A s y l u m and some pupils, was o v e r fifty. 

O n T h u r s d a y , M a y 14th, most of the Christ ian Brothers 

w e r e removed to the M a z a s prison, where B r o t h e r N e o m d d e 

w a s placed in cell N o . 98. Ful l of faith, he bore the restraint 

and privat ion with admirable patience. O n e of his superiors, 

a pr isoner like himself, had taken an opportuni ty , on the w a y 

f rom the station-house to Mazas, t o e n c o u r a g e ' h i m to the sac-

rifice and to g i v e him a little money. T h e t h o u g h t of this 

double service touched his heart and occupied him in his 

cell. H a v i n g a presentiment of what was t o happen, the he-

roic prisoner wrote to his D i r e c t o r substantially as f o l l o w s : " I 

g i v e myself up to Div ine Providence-; c o m e w h a t may , it 

can only be for m y advantage . T h i s sol itary confinement is 

v e r y painful ; the d a y is l o n g ; o u r privat ions are many. I re-

g r e t the absence of my brethren ; it g r i e v e s me that I cannot 

see you, or hear again any of those kind words you addressed 

to me at the station. T h e wil l of G o d be done; death wi l l 

be a gain to me if H e is pleased to call me t o Himsel f . I 

find m y consolation in prayer . I a p p l y myself with m y 

whole heart to o u r spiritual exercises, and the time does not 

seem so l o n g : i t would be still less so, if I only had my N e w 

Testament , the privation of w h i c h I feel v e r y keenly. I am 

v e r y g r a t e f u l for the kindness of our super iors : I have re-

ceived the little eatables that w e r e sent to us. M a y G o d 

bless those w h o are mindful of the poor prisoners." 



T h e n came the liberation of the Mazas prisoners in the 

manner already described. T h e y w e r e conducted in g r o u p s 

to the R u e de L y o n barricade. B r o t h e r N e o m e d e at first 

succeeded in hiding, t o g e t h e r with one of his brethren, l ike 

himself a member of the Issy c o m m u n i t y , for about t w o 

hours in the house of a wine-merchant. 

A captain, deputed by the C o m m u n e , having discovered 

the t w o fug i t ives , treated them as c o w a r d s , and, with a re 

v o l v e r in his hand, made them march before him. B r o t h e r 

N e o m e d e and his companion refused to take the musket that 

was offered them, but they were obl iged to carry stones and 

provis ions to the b a r r i c a d e s ; then, w r a p p e d up in the great -

c o a t of the National G u a r d s , to d r a w an ammunition-cart . 

B o t h were wai t ing a favorable moment to escape, and to 

find a safe asy lum. F u l l y a w a r e of the danger of their posi-

tion, they had recourse to prayer . Brother N e o m e d e said to 

his companion: " O u r fate is sealed ; death is cer ta in; may 

the will of G o d be done ! " T h e s e w e r e the last w o r d s he 

uttered. 

Meanwhi le , the regular troops a d v a n c e d ; the whist l ing of 

balls and the crashing of shells g a v e the s t r u g g l e a terrific 

character . A b o u t three o 'c lock , a shell burst near the P o n t 

d' Auster l i tz , w h e r e our t w o B r o t h e r s were. S e v e n or e i g h t 

Nat ional G u a r d s were horribly mangled ; Brother N e o m e d e -

Justin was struck, and died instantaneously. W o u n d e d him-

self, his B r o t h e r was barely able to reach his companion, to 

ascertain that he was dead, and to pray f o r his soul. P r o v i -

dential ly taken u p by some National G u a r d s , the w o u n d e d 

B r o t h e r w a s c o n v e y e d t o St. E u g e n i e ' s Hospital , w h e r e , for 

four days , the kind Sisters took all possible care of h i m . 

F r o m him was learned these f e w , but most interesting, particu-

lars of the death of this generous martyr . 

B r o t h e r Neom^de-Justin was taken to p r i s o n ; his death 

was the o u t g r o w t h of hatred of the Cathol ic faith. L i k e a sol-

dier of the G o s p e l , he fell on the field of honor, a f ter having la-

bored for y e a r s in the Christ ian education of youth. H e died 

a m a r t y r to his country and the C h u r c h , nothing w a n t i n g to 

complete his g l o r y , not even the d i s g r a c e f u l insults of those 

w h o c a u s e d his death. B r o t h e r N e t h e l m e had been killed 

some t ime before, at B o u r g e t , the victim of his devotedness 

to the w o u n d e d . O f these t w o deaths the Institute of the 

Christ ian Schools may well be p r o u d ; they are an eloquent 

answer t o the at tacks of its enemies. Institutions w h i c h 

bring forth saints and martyrs , are truly those established by 

G o d f o r the accomplishment of H i s w o r k s in the world. 

T h e r e g u l a r army, not finding at Mazas the prisoners 

k n o w n to have been confined there, at first t h o u g h t they had 

b e e n s h o t by the insurgents; thanks t o the D i v i n e goodness , 

the alarm, a l t h o u g h v e r y natural under the circumstances, 

was unfounded. 

S e v e r a l of the B r o t h e r s w h o had been in prison arr ived at 

the Mother-house on F r i d a y , M a y 26th.* O t h e r s did not g e t 

there till S a t u r d a y . 

T w o of them arr ived only on S u n d a y e v e n i n g about five 

o 'c lock. O n l e a v i n g Mazas, they found themselves in the 

midst of men drunk with wine, and thirsting for blood, w h o 

had forced them into their vi le ranks. F o r three d a y s and 

" » Friday May-26th, some fifty hostages, among others. Fathers Olivaint, Caubert 
and Ben«y of the Society of Jesus, « ¿ r e taken from La Roquette to Belleville, and 
executedln a ball-room in the Rue Haxo. These victims were not shot ; they were 
massacred. The fearful work of death lasted fully a quarter of an hour ; the mur-
derers e v e n vented their fury on the mangled bodies, then threw them into a pit. 

The same day about nine A M . . the bodies of the martyrs of Alberi-le-Or.ind and 
Arcueil were brought to the large hall of the Brothers' school. Rue Moulm des-Prfe. 
Rev Fathers Captier, Bourard, Cotrault. Delhorme, Chataigneret, and seven ser-
vants of the college, had been massacred the day before, at the barricade of the 
Bart ifcre d'ltalie, by order of the infamous Cerisier. 



nights they had been closely watched, and were f o r c e d back 

f r o m barricade to barricade, as their captors g a v e way be-

fore the v ic tor ious arm)'. 

Final ly , on S u n d a y , the feast of Pentecost , about ten A . M . , 

they were surrounded on the heights of Bellevil le, then dis-

armed, chained in g r o u p s of f ive, and b r o u g h t before a council 

of war. 

T h e t w o Brothers , w h o had been chained with three insur-

gents, w e r e witnesses of the examination of those w h o pre-

ceded them, and of the death of a g r e a t number. T h r e e hours 

were passed inthisstateof terrible suspense. T h e i r turn came. 

T h e y said they were Christ ian Brothers , w h o had g o t out of 

prison, and, unable t o escape f r o m the mob outside, had been 

forced to remain three d a y s a m o n g the insurgents T h e 

council , after taking steps to ascertain the truth of their state-

ment, g a v e them a passport, and sent them back in safety to 

their friends. 

T h e y returned harassed, or, rather, broken d o w n by the 

hardships and fat igues t h e y had endured, the dangers t o 

w h i c h they had been exposed, and the terrible sights they had 

been made to witness, and blessing G o d for the signal mercies 

H e had vouchsafed to them. 

T h e insurrection o n c e quelled, orders were g i v e n by the 

Cabinet counci l to re-open places of publ ic instruction, and, 

as far as the B r o t h e r s w e r e concerned, to restore the state of 

things exist ing prior to the 4th of S e p t e m b e r . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g list of the B r o t h e r s w h o w e r e arrested and 

k e p t in prison by the C o m m u n e at Mazas, wil l furnish an-

other sad page for tbe history of the last French R e v o l u t i o n : — 



A s soon as the absent B r o t h e r s heard of the order of the 

Counci l , they returned to Paris, f o r g e t t i n g w h a t they had 

suffered, and thinking only of the g o o d that m i g h t be done. 

T h e Most Honored B r o t h e r Phil ippe returned to Paris on 

the 9th of June. " I cannot," wrote the venerable Super ior-

General to his B r o t h e r s , " express w h a t m y feel ings were 

at the s ight of this unfortunate c i ty , w h i c h has its finest 

monuments and vast numbers of its houses r e d u c e d t o heaps 

of ruins. N e i t h e r can I descr ibe m y emotions on cross ing 

the threshold of o u r Mother-house, w h e r e I found B r o t h e r s 

wait ing to w e l c o m e me w i t h tears of mingled sorrow and 

happiness. W i t h what inexpressible j o y I again saw that 

dear B r o t h e r Cal ixtus, w h o had been a prisoner in m y place, 

and o u r dear Brother Assistant Fac i le , w h o had so courage-

ously shared d a n g e r and affl iction ! 

" A s it was the hour f o r Benedict ion, w e went to pros-

trate ourse lves at the feet of our D i v i n e S a v i o u r , to receive 

H i s g r a c i o u s blessing, and to thank H i m w i t h our whole 

hearts f o r the providential aid H e had g r a n t e d us. A f t e r 

Benedict ion, the h y m n , Ecce quam bonum, was sung. H o w 

my heart swel led w i t h j o y and grat i tude , u n d e r such cir-

cumstances, on hearing those admirable w o r d s of the proph-

e t ! 

" T h e scene was a sublime one, and m o r e akin to heaven 

than to earth. 

" I a f terwards tr ied to address our d e a r Brothers , thus 

j o y f u l l y reunited ; but so g r e a t was m y emotion that I could 

only say a few w o r d s of congratu la t ion and e n c o u r a g e m e n t , 

and tell them how m u c h our B r o t h e r s in the provinces w e r e 

interested in them, and how charitably t h e y had e v e r y w h e r e 

w e l c o m e d their brethren w h o had been forced to fly from 

P a r i s . " 



O n June 2 2 d , a funeral service w a s c e l e b r a t e d a he 

Mother-house, O u d i n o t street, for B r o t h e r N e o m e d e - ust, 

H u n d r e d s of B r o t h e r s f rom the different communit ies of 

PaHs h t d the spacious chapel of the ^ f t « } ^ f 

all w h o were present by their piety modesty d ^ a 

tion T h e V e r y R e v e r e n d B r o t h e r Phi l ippe and his Assist 

ants occupied places suitable to their rank, on e. ther side of 

t h N e a r r i h e catafalque were the children of the Issy school, 
N e a r t ^ e ^ q N 6 o m 6 d e - A n admirable funeral ora-

R o c h e c h a p ^ f t h e h o u . 

T h e reverend orator paid a t o u c h , o g t n b u t e * te m w g 

on the battle-field of B o u r g e t . „ t 

can F a t h e r s massacred by the C o m m u n e , he desci bed a 

Z S S i S i p ^ S S S s t 
ral O r d e r s , asking pardon for the g u i l t y c i ty 

long abused the g i f t s of heaven. 

T h e B r o t h e r s of A m e r i c a , deeply touched by the woes 



this act of generous s y m p a t h y , w h i c h the F r e n c h people 

should never forget. T h i s magnif icent offering was contribu-

ted by the fo l lowing c o m m u n i t i e s : — 

P a r o c h i a l School a t t a c h e d to D e 
L a Sal le I n s t i t u t e $1,825 

N e w Orleans , L a 1,000 
St . T e r e s a ' s 500 
E l l i c o t t ' s M i l l s 500 
Detroit , M i c h 300 
A l b a n y , N. Y 200 
M a n h a t t a n v i l l e , N. Y 200 
B u f f a l o , N . Y 200 
B a l t i m o r e , M d 200 

S y r a c u s e , N . Y $200 
B r o t h e r A l f r e d - E d w a r d 150 
W e s t T r o y , N . Y 100 
N e w a r k , N . J 100 
Y o n k e r s , N. Y 100 
Ut ica , N . Y 100 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C 50 
M . L a l o r 50 
B r o t h e r A b r a h a m o f M a r y 5 

H a v i n g recorded the sublime devotedness of the B r o t h e r s 

of the Christ ian S c h o o l s d u r i n g the late disastrous period of 

F r e n c h history, w e can only repeat the w o r d s of C o u n t de 

M a i s t r e : " O holy C h u r c h ! g r e a t men belong to t h e e ! " 

W e , like the primit ive Christians, are t h r o w n in the midst 

of a c o r r u p t civil ization ; the earth has g r o w n cold, and it is 

f o r Cathol ics to restore its vital warmth, t o probe the wounds 

of the m i g h t y patient, to cleanse and to heal them. L e t us 

b e g of G o d to p r e s e r v e to society the Institute of the Broth-

ers of the Christ ian S c h o o l s — t h a t torch of faith, that focus of 

rel igion, so essentially necessary in its mission to the rising 

generations of the chi ldren of men. 

L e t Christian teachers g o e v e r y w h e r e , s o w i n g the g o o d 

seed, spreading the glad t idings ; let them d r a w div ided peo-

ples together . T h e influence and the teachings of v i r t u o u s 

men can alone g i v e prosperity and peace to the wor ld . 
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this act of generous s y m p a t h y , w h i c h the F r e n c h people 

should never forget. T h i s magnif icent offering was contribu-

ted by the fo l lowing c o m m u n i t i e s : — 
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H a v i n g recorded the sublime devotedness of the B r o t h e r s 

of the Christ ian S c h o o l s d u r i n g the late disastrous period of 

F r e n c h history, w e can only repeat the w o r d s of C o u n t de 

M a i s t r e : " O holy C h u r c h ! g r e a t men belong to t h e e ! " 

W e , like the primit ive Christians, are t h r o w n in the midst 

of a c o r r u p t civil ization ; the earth has g r o w n cold, and it is 

f o r Cathol ics to restore its vital warmth, t o probe the wounds 

of the m i g h t y patient, to cleanse and to heal them. L e t us 

b e g of G o d to p r e s e r v e to society the Institute of the Broth-

ers of the Christ ian S c h o o l s — t h a t torch of faith, that focus of 

rel igion, so essentially necessary in its mission to the rising 

generations of the chi ldren of men. 

L e t Christian teachers g o e v e r y w h e r e , s o w i n g the g o o d 

seed, spreading the glad t idings ; let them d r a w div ided peo-

ples together . T h e influence and the teachings of v i r t u o u s 

men can alone g i v e prosperity and peace to the wor ld . 
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