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a company of the 122d Federals invaded the Mother-house,
demanding the conceaied Brothers ! This time the Commu-
nists had to bend before the firmness of the gentlemen of the
Press ambulance. They withdrew, saying they would return
on the morrow. In face of all the Brot 1ers had done and
were doing for their country in her hour of need, comment
on such dastardly conduct is unnecessary.  But the days of
the insurrection were numbered. On the 21st of May, the
army of Versailles entered the city by the St. Cloud gate.
The wounded were soon after taken from Oudinot street to
Longchamps, and the Brothers again took possession of their
house. Eleven hundred and eighteen sick and wounded had
been taken care of in the St. Maurice am bulance.

The following letter of Dr. Horteloup will give some idea
of the estimation in which the Brothers of the St. Maurice
ambulance were held, and how highly their services were
ralued :

“1 am happy to have again an opportunity of writing of
the Brothers of Oudinot strect as they deserve. After
my friend, M. Ricord, had established an ambulance in the
Mother-house of the Christian Brothers, I was for seven
months amongst them, and I can truly say, greater devoted-
ness, zeal, charity, and sell-abnegation, could not possibly
be shown.

“ You should have seen the activity of those dear Broth-
ers, transformed into stretcher-carriers, running hither and
thither on the field of battle, picking up the wounded, while
shot and shell rained around them.

““ They had asked it as a favor to g0 out on the field ; and
neither the wounds which several of them had received; nor
the death of others, could paralyze their energies or dampen
their courage. Their chief is a model who might well in.

"
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2
“ B. HORTELOUP, ’
Vo) 0‘.‘ / D, e
« Honorary Physician, Hotel Diew, Faris,
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Ambulance attached to that of St. Maurice.

On the 17th of January, Mgr. Baiier asked the Most Reve-
rend Brother Philippe for some Brothers to serve in an
ambulance opened in University street by the Press com-
mittee, and where the sick had as yet had no help.

Several Brothers were immediately detached from the St.
Maurice ambulance. They found in two unheated rooms, in
159 University street, some sixty sick persons suffering from
cold and hunger, without any sortof relief. Part of the Broth-
ers, regardless of the Prussian shells that were raining from
all quarters, and the great severity of the weather, retraced
their way to the Mother-house. The nearly exhausted phar-
macy and provisions of the St. Maurice ambulance were
placed at their disposal. Laden with a sufficient quantity
of medicines and refreshments, the Brothers went back with

lighter hearts to their poor patients so anxiously expecting
their return.

Amongst the Brothers employed in the University street
ambulance, although all were devoted in their apostolate of
charity, there was one whose name cannot be passed over in
silence. This was Brother Amadeus Marie. Being charged,
like so many of his brethren, with hospital duty, he distin-
guished himself by the most remarkable instances of heroic
devotion.

Amongst other charitable acts, was the saving of the life
of a mebile guardsman, the father of six children : his skull
had been fractured; his case had been reluctantly pronouncedl
hopeless by the doctors. Brother Amadeus resolved that,
with God’s help, the poor man should not die : and so con-
stant was his attention to him, so skilful, so efhcient his
care, that the patient actually recovered, and soon returned
to his home, blessing God and the dear Brother Amadeus.
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Many other remarkable instances are on record of the inde-
fatigable zeal and indomitable energy which this heroic son
of De La Salle brought to the service of his sick and wound-
ed countrymen. The doctors disputed among themselves
as to who should have Brother Amadeus; always content,
he imparted to the patients i()mc\vl at of his

always smiling,
: Ile was the honor and the angel of the

OAVIL }]Z{[')l_’_‘}' nature.

house.
On the 3d of February, the sick were removed from the

University street mnlml'mw to that of Oudinot streef, carry-
f ;
ing with them the warmest remembrance Ol the bmlh

who had so well cared for them there.

St. Paul Ambulance.

The ambulance of St. Paul, under the Press com‘mirtern
was almost entirely filled with sick and wounded du?'mg the
latter half of the V:-*ic;-:i:‘. dating from the b;‘iitl;‘s of Cham-
pigny. After those terrible days, the number of beds had .t.t.)
be increased. The Brothers here had double duty to per-
form, for the classes in the St. Paul school were .]{(?p[ up
during the siege.  Those who were not c{npif.\_\'tr?'l mn tC'af;l'lu
ing never left the bedside of the patients day or night, acting
by turns as Durse, reader, servant, cook, and preacher too,
for, as may be w ell imagined, they had special care of souls.
They lit up with a ray ol hope the ~1LL11¢*‘~~, and suffering
with which the war had peopled their houses Ilo‘\v kind
and affectionate they were to the Breton I!l(!bl]C‘-. Th(“:\'
with them ; they wept with them; they fought their
.nk;nw to them unceasingly ol
f old Bretagne, that country

grieved
home-sickness by Rhm ing if,
the moors and gray hamlets of
of faith, and of trust in God !

To the ambulance of St. Paul

1 was attached Brother Guil-
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laume's famous canteen-kitchen, About the middle of Sep-
tember, the municipality of the fourth ward requested the
Brothc Director of St. Paul's commercial school to organ-
ize a canteen-kitchen. The Brothers, notwit hstanding the
cares of the ambulance and the labors c:f the school, accepted
thrc charge of providing for the wants of the poor population
of the district. With Brother William’s s wonder fu] executive
abilities, all was easy, even what to c)thms might seem im-
practicable; and so it was speedily in w mk':w order. God
alone knows how this excellent religious m: anaged to obtain
the necessary provisions at such a time, but he did it. As
many as three thousand persons were served there in one
day. During the whole time of the siege, Brother William
.s'osc every morning at threeo ‘clock, so as to have his cook-
ing done, and all in readiness to commence the distribution
at eight o’clock precisely.

Arts and Trades’ Ambulance.

This ambulance was installed on the Ist of September and
placed at the disposal of Dr. Ricord, who tuuL charge of
organizing the whole medical service. Two Sisters I-I'('i:l the
Convent of Hope (de 2 Esperance) and seven Brothers of the
Christian Schools gave their intelligent and devoted atten-
tion to the wounded.

The Brothers showed themselves both brave and
Tothem were due the perfect order that reigned in the wards,
and the home air one breathed there. ]httu‘ rule was mild
and paternal. They were kind to all, thoughtful, charitable
attentive. They ennobled with their hcli.;md‘ still morc‘,'
with their prayers, the cause to which they were devoted.

The military ambulance of St. C lotilde, \\L:C was open-
ed in the house of the ladies of that name, on the 1cth of

gentle.
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~ September, remained in operation six months, that is to say,
till the April following. The Brothers of St. Margaret's
school were placed at the disposal of the authorities to take
care of the wounded, who were placed in their class-rooms,
While they were busily engaged in organizing their ambu-
lance, a new mayor was appointed for the eleventh ward,
and with him new ideas, anti-religious principles, were im-
posed on the people ol the Faubourg St. Antoine.

On the 19th of September, a free-thinking dame presented
herself at St. Margaret’s, and introduced herself as the di-
rectress of the ambulance which the Brothers had arranged
in their class-rooms. She had the impudeuce to declare sie
would allow the Brothers to serve in the ambulance on con-
dition that they d&id not speak of religion o the patients, offer
them netther crucifiv nor lholy water, nor introduce a priest
among themt.

There was a refinement of cruelty in making such a de-
mand of the Brothers ¢ #/eir own Louse, to say nothing of the
black ingratitude and the detestable spirit of tyranny it
manifested. As may well be supposed, the Brothers made
no impious bargain to let Frenchmen, marked with the seal
of baptism, die in their own house without God, without
hope. Having thus failed to establish an ambulance in their
own school-house, as had been intended, the Brothers offer-
ed their services in seven different ambulances, among others,
in that of the ladies of St. Clotilde, No. gg Reuilly street.

In this ambulance they took care of 144 sick and wounded
soldiers, nearly all of whom recovered. The convalescents
heard Mass on Sundays in the parish church, where they
edified every one by their gravity and recollection. The
heroic virtues, the unchanging mildness of the dear Broth-
ers, brought about numercous conversions.
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On the 4th of March, the Superioress of St. Clotilde wrote
to Brother Dagobertus, Director of St. Marguerite :

“My VERY DEAR BROTHER DIRECTOR :

“ When your dear Brothers left the St. Clotilde ambulance,
[ requested them to convey to you the expression of our
gratitude. I am surc they have duly delivered my message ;
nevertheless, I feel 1 ought to thank you myself for your
kindness in lending us your excellent Brothers to help us
care for the souls and bodies of our dear sick and wounded.

“It was a heavenly mission they [ulfilled to those good
soldiers, who loved them with all their heart. What they
would not tell you themselves, | write for your consolation.
Your Brothers have left among us an odor of virtue which
shall follow us everywhere, to encourage us in trying days.
Never shall we lose the remembrance of their perfect abne-
gation, their charity—so humble, sosimple, so devoted. You
are happy, dear Brother, to possess such religious.

“l beg you to permit a pious exchange of prayers and good
works to be established between our two communities: we
can give you but little, ’tis true, but, I assure you, it will be
from our heart.

* Be so good as to accept, etc.

“ MARIE PAULINE,
“ Superioress.”

The Brothers’ ambulance of Grenelle was organized on
the last of August, under the military authorities, as a
branch of the Gros Caillou hospital. The number of sol-
diers admitted into this ambulance was 680. The forty who
died whilst the Brothers were in charge, all reccived the
last sacraments. Most of those cured made their peace with
God before leaving the house.
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A soldier,named Blanc Adrien, arrived at the ambulance
about the middle of September; he was attacked by the
black small-pox. In afew days he was reduced to the last
extremity, having lost all bodily strength. ¢ There is noth-
ing more to be done,” said Dr. Audhoui; “this patient’s
body is in such a state of putrefaction, thatin twelve hours
he will have ceased ta hive.” The Brotherin charge of the
patient insisted on knowing if something else could not be
tried. “1 tell you he is already ina hopeless state. Noth-
ing would be of any use,” replied the doctor; but he add-
ed : “ Stll, if any one had the courage to pierce all the
pustules, and afterwards wash him lightly with water, he
might possibly recover. But I doubt it.”

The Brother at once hastened to make a little bistoury, as

T

our!”—<«And I1.'* said the Brother Infirmarian —* I svould

but for God’s sake I do 1t with plesgure.’

thin as possible. In a few minutes he went to work, having
no opposition from the patient, who was perfectly insensible.
The witnesses of this tedious operation appeared astonished
at the devotion of the heroic religious. A soldier exclaimed
in admiration, ¢ I would not do that work for 100 [ranes an
hour!” ¢ And I,” said the Brother Infirmarian, < would not
do it for a million ; but for God’s sake I do it with pleas-
.ure ! 7 The disciple of the Venerable De La Salle silences
in himself all the suggestions of natural repugnance ; he de-
votes himself for God and his fellowmen. Blanc Adrien
recovered ; during his convalescence the doctdr often re-
minded him that he owed his life to the courage of the
Brother Infirmarian. The poor fellow needed no reminder
of the fact; he showed himself truly sensible of his obliga-
tion to the charitable religious.

In the Bullier ambulance, established by the military
authorities, eleven Brothersentered as nurses. After a while

T wonld not do that work for one hundred francs an h
not dodt for a million :

this ambulance became so exposed to danger from the shells

4 soldier exclaimed in admivation :
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of the besiegers, that it was found necessary to remove it to
the meadows of St. Germain I’ Auxerrois. This ambulance
was closed on the 8th of March. About soosick and wound-
ed were there attended by the Brothers, and some forty
prepared for death.

In what was called the 7775/ ambulance of the Press com-
mirlr—:-, so called because it was opened in the Irish College,

the Brothers were in charge, and showed themselves truly
admirable in generous self-devotedness and heroic charity.

In this dmbu]anu Brother Berrier died a martyr to the
service of the sick 'md wounded. For ful ly four or five
months he remained, at the peril of his life, in a fever ward
where the paticnts would have no other but him to attend
them. He sank at last under the discase he had so often com-
batedin others. He received Holy Communion with great
fervor and peace, and died murmur ing the sweet name of Je-
sus. Dear Brother Berrier was Iamf.mul by all. The patients
mourned for one who had so tenderly nursed them. The
doctors were loud in pnmz of a Brother who was, they said,
God-like in his charit theadministrator of the Irish mundd-
tions wished his name to have an honored place in the annals
of the siege of Paris.

The fuilc:\\mw ambulances of Paris were also served | by the
Brothers: that uf Tournefort, established in the house of the
Ladies of Mercy ; that of the Sociére des Dépots ef de Comptes-
Courants ; the ambulance dr Iz Farr ; that nl Notre Dame de
la [’r’m'.vc_n:u. and that of the Miussiire dv In Fustice, Place
Vendome. In that of St. Nicholas dt Issy, some wrxldlkub
m,u.uI(,uu'cmul\p] ace. On the 18th of March, liberty, honor,
law, and institutions fell into the hands of the men w hu had
assumed power : it was the reion of crime in idiocy, and ha-
fred in fear, On the 1st of M- 1y, the St. Nicholas house was
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invaded by the Federalists. The Brothers sent the boarders
home ; the shells fired from the surrounding heights render-
ed the place untenantable. The infirmary, convertedinto an
ambulance, received over one hundred and fifty men of the
national guard, who were taken to Paris after the first dress-
ing. The grand hall became an amphitheatre ; a great num-
ber of dead were exposed there. The « Defenders of the
Republic,” then the 64th, 172d, and 248th battalions, succes-
sively lodged in the establishment. Another battalion also
came there, but had to fly before the regular army. The
Brothers boarded the staff and prepared the food for the
common Federalists. Those wretches established a maga-
zine of powder and projectiles in the cellars. They carried
off mattresses, bolsters, and coverlets. which WEre never seen
agam. The horse belonging to the house was likewise
stolen in the name of the Commune.

In the Press ambulances estabiished in other parts of the
city, the Brothers of the Christian Schools left touching

memories of Catholic zeal and charity. Day and night they

attended the sick with unwearying care, and that perfect
seli-devotedness which is characteristic of their Order, and a
part of their very life.




