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VII
THE THIRD INVASION

The New Invasion. —The invasion which assailed the
second Western Empire four centuries atter the Germans
had destroyed the first or Western Roman Empire, was a
powerful canse in the dissolution of the Carlovingian mon-
archy. The movement of attack proceeded from three
points, from the north, south and east, and was so pro-
longed toward the west as to envelop the whole empire.
I'he Northmen were the first to appear.

The Northmen in France. — The Franks, after attaining
the western limifs of Gaul, had voltefaced and swept back
from west to east the floods of men who had poured upon
the Roman provinces. Then they undertook to subjugate
Thuringia, Bavaria and Saxony. Their foes retreated tow-
ard the north to the Cimbrian and Secandinavian penin-
sulas, where dwelt populations of their own blood. The
Northmen, restrained by the military organization which
Charlemagne had given his eastern fronfier, and by the
Slavs who occupied the country of the Oder, found every-
thing before them shut up except the sea. So they launched

upon the water, “the path of the Swans.” Familiar with
its tempests, the vikings or children of the fiords were
daunted by no peril. “The hurricane bears us on,” fhey
said, “ wherever we wish to go.” At first coasting along
the shores for pillage and slaughter, they gradually estab-
lished themselves at favorable points and thence roamed all
over the country.

In this way they took possession of the Walcheren
Islands at the mouth of the Scheldt, and of other places
at the mouths of the Rhine, Seine and Loire. Tn 840 they
burned Rouen. Three years later they pillaged Nantes,
Saintes and Bordeanx. Repeatedly they ravaged the out-
skirts of Paris, sacked Tours, Orleans and Toulouse, and
reached the Mediterranean. A royal edict ordered the
counts and vassals to repair the castles and build new ones.
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zation, and the fierce heathen became excellent Christians.
Rollo in Normandy was a stern judicial officer and Canute
deserved the name of the Great.

The Northmen in the Polar Regions and in Russia. — The
larger number of these hardy adventurers deseended toward
the south where they found wine and gold. Others worked
their way through the Baltic to the very end of the Gulf of
Finland, or climbed above the North Cape, for the joy of
seeing the unknown and doing the impossible. In 861 they
made their appearance in the Faroe Islands; in 870 in Ice-
Iand, and a century later in Greenland whence they reached
Labrador and Vinland, the country of the Vine. Thus they
were in America four or five centuries before Columbus!
Their exiles, the Varangians, penetrated at the same fime
by way of the Baltic to the cenfre of the Slavs, and sold
their services to the powerful city of Novgorod, which their
leader, Rurik, subjugated (862). He assumed the title of
grand prince, and began the state which has become the
Russian Empire.

As the Arabs, when they emerged eastward and westward
from their parched peninsula, had spread from India to
Spain without quitting their native sonthern regions, so the

Northmen, starting from their sterile peninsulas, reached
America and the Volga and still remained in northern

latitudes. The former had in certain respects an original
civilization. The latter, mastered by Christianity, were in
no way different from the rest of the Christian nations.

The Saracens and the Hungarians. —The Saracens were
the Arabs of Africa who, leaving their brethren to conquer
provinces, took the sea for their domain and ravaged all
the shores of the western Mediterranean. Tunis, or the
ancient province of Carthage, was their point of departure.
As early as 831 they subdued Sicily and passed over to the
Great Land, as they called Italy. They seized Brindisi,
Bari and Tarentum, repeatedly laid waste southern Tfaly
and even ravaged the outskirts of Rome. Malta, Sardinia,
Corsica and the Balearie Isles belonged to them. ‘They
seftled permanently in Provence at Iraxinet, which they
retained until toward the close of the tenth century. They
had posts in the defiles of the Alps fo exact toll from com-
merce and pilgrimage. Thence their raids extended into the
valleys of the Rhone and Po. This piracy was more terrible
and more audacious than that organized in the sixteenth cen-
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FEUDALISM

Feudalism, or the Heredity of Offices and Fiefs.— We have
just seen how the empire Was divided into kingdoms. The
kingdoms are about to dissolve into seigniories. The great
political masses are crumbling into dust.

The officers of the king, of whatever rank, under the last
Carlovingians asserted the heredity of their offices or pub-
lic duties as well as of their fiefs or land-grants. Hence
was formed 2 hierarchy of possessOLs, peculiar in this
respect that every parcel of land was a fief of some lord
above the tenant and that every Jord was a vassal Tecogniz-
ing some suzerail. Naturally in this hierachy the pos
sessors or propriefors Were unequal. Moreover, VaTious
concessions OF exemptions had given these landed pro-
prietors control of the public taxes and administration of
the royal justice. Hence the Jking no Jonger was master
of either lands or money Or judicial rights. This system
was called feudalism. It was first recognized by the edict
of Kierry-sur-Oise (877), whereby Charles the Bald recog-
nized the right of ason o inherib the fief or the office of his
father.

One man became the vassal of another by the ceremony
of homage and faith. That is to say, he declared himself
the man of the new Jord to whom he SWOre fidelity. The
lord granted him the fief by investiture, often accompanied
by some symbolic rite such as gift of 2 sod, a stone, or staff.
Without mentioning the moral obligations of the vassal to
defend and respect his lord, insure him deference from
others and aid him by good counsel, he was hound by cer-
tain material obligations. These were: (1) Military set-
vice, a fundamental prineiple of this society which was
unacquainted W ith permanent salaried armies. The number
of men to be furnished ou requisition of the lord and the
length of service varied aceording 10 the fief, here sixty
days, there forty, olsewhere twenty. (2) Obligation to
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serve the suzerain in his court of justice and attend his
sessions. (3) The aids or assistance, in some forms legal
and obligatory, in others benevolent or voluntary. The
legal assistance was due, when the lord was a prisoner and
a ransom must be provided, when knighthood was conferred
upon his eldest son, and when he gave his eldest daughter
in marriage. Such assistance took the place of public taxes.
Certain other services were required. These dufies once
rendered, the vassal became almost the master of-his fief.
He could enfeoff or let the whole or a part of it to vassals
of inferior rank.

The suzerain also had his obligations. He could not
arbitrarily and without sufficient cause deprive a vassal of
his fief. - He was bound to defend him if attacked and to
treat him justly. Judgment by one’s peers was the prinei-
ple of feudal justice. The vassals of the same suzerain

were equal among themselves. If the lord refused justice -

to his vassal, the latter could appeal to the superior suze-
rain. He even exercised at need the right of private war,
a right of which the lords were very tenacious and which
rendered feudalism a violent system, opposed to all pacific
development of human socicty and injurious to commerce,
agriculture and industry. This same principle caused the
admission into legal procedure of the judicial combat in
closed lists. The Truce of God, which forbade private
wars between Wednesday evening and Monday morning,
was an effort on the part of the Church to moderate the
violence which it could not entirely prevent.

Jurisdiction did not appertain to all lords in the same
measure. In France three degrees were recognized, high,
low and intermediate. The first alone conferred the right
of life and death. In general the largest fiefs possessed
the most extensive jurisdiction. Among seigniorial rights
we must note that of coining money, exercised at the advent
of Hugh Capet by not less than 150 lords. Moreover,
within the limits of his own fief each made the law. The
capitularies of Charles the Bald are the last manifestations
of public legislative power. Thenceforward to the fime
of Philip Augustus general laws no longer existed in
France, being superseded by local customs. The clergy
itself entered this system. The bishop, formerly the
“defender of the city,” often became its count and hence
the suzerain of all the lords of his diocese. Moreover the
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bishop or abbot, through donations made to his ch\%rclgféér
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chances of private war and brigand:
assumid of tl%e morrow:l i:hr-;gda:éllgii-ml‘z%%reli- “}rﬁ% rlaggfle
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to the great inequalities of earth a constant intimation ;)f
what shall be carried into effect when the principle of reli
gious law passes into civil law. e o
Great French, German and Ttalian Fiefs. —The feudal
organization, which was complete only at the (‘Illi of. tl;é
eleventh century, reigned in all the p‘rovirmes/ of the (,‘3,1':
lovingian empire. Yet the great names of France, German
and Ttaly survived, and great titles were borne i)y; thplég-
called kings of those countrics. Yet these were show ki-‘nlrrq
not real kings. They were mere symbols of the territurT;i
unity which had vanished, and not genuine, active, fmwlprf:ﬂ
311811,(13 of nations. The Italian royalty disappe:ﬁ'ed early
The royalty of France fell very low. The crown of.(}é"rl—
many, however, shed a brilliant light for two centuries after
Otto T had r_esl'-(_n-ecl the empire of Charlemagne. XTAQ.T(.EIIIE
copy shrank in proportion as the model became more remote.
(J.lar}f:.lna.gue reigned over fewer peoples than Constantine
and Theodosius. The Ottos, the Henrys, the Fredericks,'
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reigned over Jess terzitory than Charlemagne and their
authority was less unquestioned.

The king of Trance possessed the duchy of France, which
had become a royal domain. lnelosing Ehis territory on every
side betweenthe T.oire, the ocean, the Sehelds, the upper Meuse
and the Saone stretehed vasb principalities, whose princes
rivalled him in wealth and power. These wero the countles of
Flanders, Anjou and Champagne, and the duchies of Nor-
mandy and Burgundy. Between the Loire and the Pyrenecs
lav the ancient kingdom of Aquitaine, divided into the four
dominant fiefs of the duchies of Aquitaine and Gascony
and the counties of Toulouse and Barcelona. These greab
goudatories, immediate sassals of the erownm, wWere called
peers of the king. To these lay peets, SiX eun‘.esiq’stiml
peers were added: the archbishop-dulse of Reims, the bishop-
dukes of Taon and langres, and the three bishop-conuts
of Beauvais, Chalons and Noyon. Among the secondary
fofs were reckoned not Jess than 100 counties and a shill
greater number of fiefs of inferior order. The kingdom
of Arles included the three valleys of the Saone, Rhone and

Aar.

The nominal poundaries of the kingdom of Germany
were: on bthe wesf, the Meuse and gcheldt; on the north-
west, the North Sea; on the north, the Eyder, the Balfic
and the little kingdom of Slavonia; on the east, the Oder
and the kingdoms of Poland and Hungary; OR the south,
the Alps. It comprised nine main territorial divisions - the
vast duchy of Saxony, Thuringia, Bohemia, Moravia, the
duchies of Bavaria and Garinthia, Alemannia or Suabia,
Franconia and lastly Friesland on the shores of the North
Sea.

The kingdom of Ttaly comprehended Tombardy, or the
basin of the Po, with its areab republics of Milan, Pavia,
Venice and Genoa; the duchy or marquisate of Tuscany,
the States of the Church; also the four Norman states, the
principalities of Capua and Aversa and of Tarentum, the
duchy of Pouille and Calabria, and the grand county of
Sicily- ;

In Christian Spain we find in the centre the kingdom of
(astile and Leon; in the west, the county of Portugal,
dependent upon the crown of Castile; on the north and
northeast, the kingdoms of Navarre and Aragon. In Great
Britain are the kingdoms of England and Scotland and the
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principality of Wales.  Befween the North Sea and the
Baltic arc the three Scandinavian states of Sweden, Nor-
way and Denmark. Among the Slavs are the kingdoms of
Slavonia on the Baltie, of Poland on the Vistula, the grand
duchy of Russia with its multitude of divisions, and the
duchy of Lithuania. In the year 1000 Pope Sylvester 1T
sent a royal crown to Saint Stephen who had just con-
verted the Hungarians. Soon Christian Europe is to rush
in the direction of the Eastern Empire, from which the Arabs
have stripped Africa and Egypt and on whose provinces of
Syria and Asia Minor the Turks are encamped.

Civilization from the Ninth to the Twelfth Century. — The
revival of letters under Charlemagne did not survive him.
Hincmar, the great bishop of Reims, the monk Gottschalk,
advocate of predestination, and his adversary, Joannes
Seotus Brigena, still agitated burning questions.  After
them silence and thick darkness covered the tenth century.
The physical like the moral wretchedness was extreme. So
miserable was the world that mankind believed it would
end in the year 1000. The future seeming so brief, build-
ings were no longer erected, and those existing were allowed
to Fall in ruin. After that fatal year was past, men began
again to hope and live. Human activity awoke. Numerous
churches were constructed. Sylvester IT cast abroad in
Europe the first infimation of the Crusade which was about
to set the world in motion.

A literary movement awoke more powerful than that
under Charlemagne. The vulgar tongues were already
assuming their place at the side of the learned and universal
ccolosiastical Latin. The latter was still employed in the
convents, which rapidly multiplied. It continued as the
medium of theology and of the grave diseussions which
began to resound. Lanfranc, abbot of Bec and afterwards
arehbishop of Canterbury, and his successor, Saint Anselm
who composed the famous treatise of the Monologium,
imparted fresh animation to the ‘movement of ideas. The
eleventh century had not closed when the fierce battle com-
menced between the realists and the nominalists in which
Abelard took such brilliant part.

The vulgar tongues were as numerous as the newly
¢ormed nations. Teutonic idioms prevailed in Germany, the
Seandinavian states and England. In Italy arose Ttalian,
destined to attain perfection before the others, In Krance
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was fashioned the Romance, already distingu}sl}_ed as the
porthern Romance oOr Walloon or language of oil, and the
sonthern Romance Or Provencal or 1§nguage of oc, which
was also spoken in the valley of the Ebro. i
The first literary use of ‘he Romance was made hy the
poets of the time, the trouveres in the north, the trouhadours‘
in the south, and the jongleurs. The trouvere and troub‘akjt_img
invented and composed the poeim which the jongleur r?(.{te .
Qometimes the same person was both eomposer and 1ec1t9;:.
They roamed from castle to castle, relieving by t—hEil‘ SOD‘T(S;
the ennui of the manor. The trouveres gen_erally ,C({mp(.m' :
chansons de gestes, epies of twenty, thirty or fifty b }011521;}1)(@
vorses. They treated the subjects 1:1‘03'01(*% ae._cordu}gl to the
period represented. First was the Carlovingian €y c e.ivf tihe
Charlemagne and his twelve peers as the r]‘lemes‘ anc o
Chanson de Roland as its masterplece. lhgn 4,.2511113 b
Amorican cyele with Kiug1 Art.hl%r,tlt.he.kc?ga,}lﬁzng;lﬁw Rr(img
] dence, and the exploits oL the o s of & 0
?Sl?ﬁ?nd'ﬂle prineipal pge.t. of this theme 15 lwberlt W a(;({.i
with his Roman de Brut. To the third cg_,-ele belong =
those ancient subjects which now fake t..hm{' pl{u;-e 1f11 BopxRe_
poctry like a distant and confused prophetl.y ;Jf 1{1 115111
naissance. These heroie 11(1\;. 'fn; ‘r.hz:dpit‘;etr) of fenc
2 so of the chivalry which 1o low - :
rm%}?}:liomls delighted in gathering their vassals ai?uﬁlli
them. Tosome they confided se1.-vu:9§‘of hf)llorlm;;) consh-i 5 7
marshal, seneschal, or ehamberlam. The xa:?sa TOug . es‘,‘
sons to the court of his snzerain, where as page-st E;lmltﬁd
quires they were trained for knighthood. 1‘1itfo ‘ ;'aoiu.u:-. L
rank they were imt';utefll I%yfa cetreullt:;yf,oll)l?th% ‘l 581%118 5 =
artly military. The fast ior wenty- s, the vig!
Eﬁétlfat.h. the gp.eolade, the assumption of sword artul dsyg; s:i
were among its rites. To pray, to flee from sm,l o e-0 e
the Church, the widow, the orphan, tO prot:act tll? Ee 11;;" ?
to make war honorably, to do battle for one's h}( y y ?‘,'es X
one’s lord, to pay heed to thet\nse! ; saqlz}e;\g?;i the dubies
 krioht., The tournamenbiwas IS Lota oue i
th(i‘h?s Sew and original society not only pl’O‘dﬂ{'ﬁd s%hilﬁuit}(-)
¢ism, the vulgar tongues, fendalism and ('hw_alryt, lu_ % isf.
made innovations in art. To the Roman arc}nt.ec_.ullf:ﬂu& =
forently called Byzantine or Lombard and. (hs‘lﬁmlgum ; Sinte‘)i
a rounded arch supported on columns; 's‘uf-.cee.r_ect z{. p1 o
architecture, wrongly termed gothie. Ihe pointed arch,
Q
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ele ier

o g}lﬁnﬁﬁ)j;ﬁ{fﬁm t.%13}'13 ;:han the rounded arch, belongs
o sountries, but it was monopolized i
twelfth century and became the essential eleeut 1111] t}li:t(;

new a 16ee ll{,] l d-thE‘
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IX

THE GERMAN EMPIRE. STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE
PAPACY AND THE EMPIRE

Germany from 887 to 1056.— While France was calling
to the throne her native lords, Fudes and Hugh Capet,
Germany, on the deposition of Charles the Fat (887), elected
Arnulf, the pastard son of Carloman and 2 descendant of
Charlemagne. AS heir of the Carlovingian claims this
prince received the homage of the kings of France, Trans-
Jurane Burgundy, Arles and Ttaly. Tinally he caused him-
self to be crowned king of Ttaly and emperor. Thereby he
only gained an additional title. He repulsed several bands
of Northmen and set against the Moravians the Hungarians,
who were beginning 0 make as devastating raids through
Turope as those of the northern pirates. With his son,
Lous the Child, the German (larlovingian branch became
extinet. Hence Germany pegan to choose sovereigns from
different families, and election took root among German
political customs at the very time when French royalby was
becoming hereditary like the possession of a fief. There-
fore the two royalties had a different experience 1n store.
Conrad I was elected in 911. Under him began that con-
flict, which glled all the German Middle Ages, between the
greab feydatories and the Franconian emperor. He wished
%o weaken Sazony, the sival of Franconia, and to deprive it
of Thuringia. Vanquished ab Ehresburg by Duke Henty,
he gained an advantage over the Duke of Lorraine whom
he despoiled of Alsace, and over the governors of Suabia
whom he beheaded.

After him the crown passed to the house of Saxony, where
it remained for more than 100 years. (onrad on his death-
bed had designated for his successor his former cOngueror
as the man most capable of defending Germany against the
Hungarians. So Duke Henry Was elected.

He brought order out of disorder and gave Germany
definite boundaries. He foreed every man above sixteen t0




