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IX

THE GERMAN EMPIRE. STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE
PAPACY AND THE EMPIRE

Germany from 887 to 1056.— While France was calling
to the throne her native lords, Fudes and Hugh Capet,
Germany, on the deposition of Charles the Fat (887), elected
Arnulf, the pastard son of Carloman and 2 descendant of
Charlemagne. AS heir of the Carlovingian claims this
prince received the homage of the kings of France, Trans-
Jurane Burgundy, Arles and Ttaly. Tinally he caused him-
self to be crowned king of Ttaly and emperor. Thereby he
only gained an additional title. He repulsed several bands
of Northmen and set against the Moravians the Hungarians,
who were beginning 0 make as devastating raids through
Turope as those of the northern pirates. With his son,
Lous the Child, the German (larlovingian branch became
extinet. Hence Germany pegan to choose sovereigns from
different families, and election took root among German
political customs at the very time when French royalby was
becoming hereditary like the possession of a fief. There-
fore the two royalties had a different experience 1n store.
Conrad I was elected in 911. Under him began that con-
flict, which glled all the German Middle Ages, between the
greab feydatories and the Franconian emperor. He wished
%o weaken Sazony, the sival of Franconia, and to deprive it
of Thuringia. Vanquished ab Ehresburg by Duke Henty,
he gained an advantage over the Duke of Lorraine whom
he despoiled of Alsace, and over the governors of Suabia
whom he beheaded.

After him the crown passed to the house of Saxony, where
it remained for more than 100 years. (onrad on his death-
bed had designated for his successor his former cOngueror
as the man most capable of defending Germany against the
Hungarians. So Duke Henry Was elected.

He brought order out of disorder and gave Germany
definite boundaries. He foreed every man above sixteen t0
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bear arms and founded fortresses on the frontiers. The great
victory won by him near Merseburg (934) announced that the
depredations of the Hungarians were near their end. His
son, Otto I the Great, inflicted on them a decisive defeat ab
Augsburg (955), which compelled them to remain quiet in
the country they still inhabit. The dukes of Franconia and
Bavaria had rebelled and were supported by the French
king, Louis IV. Otto defeated the rebels and penetrated
France as far as Paris.

The restoration of the empire is the most important
achievement of his reign. The last titular emperor, Be-
ranger, had been assassinated. Otto wedded his queen,
was proclaimed king of Italy at Milan and crowned em-
peror at Rome (962). He undertook to maintain the dona-
tions made the Holy See by Charlemagne, the Romans
promising not to elect a Pope except in the presence of the
emperor’s envoys. By a single blow he thus restored the
empire to the benefit of the kings of Germany, and founded
a2 German domination over Italy. The southern part of the
Italian peninsula remained in the possession of the Greeks.
To obtain this territory without combat he secured the hand
of the Princess Theophania for his son Otto. His sueces-
sors, Otto 11, Otto IIT and Henry 11, were unable to retain
the predominance which he had exercised. Under Otto 111
the tribune Crescentius tried to overturn the papal authority
and restore the Roman republic. Uuder Henry I Italy

ave to herself for a moment a national king.

In 1024 the imperial crown departed from the house of
Saxony and entered that of Franconia. Conrad II compelled
the king of Poland to recognize him as his suzerain, made
prisoner the king of Bohemia and reunited fo the empire
the two Burgundies. The convention which he sighed with
the aged king of Arles is invoked by German writers to-day,
as a elaim on behalf of the present German Empire to the
two valleys of the Sadne and Rhone. In Ttaly Conrad
ruined the Italian system of feudalism by his ediet of 1037,
which declared that all fiefs depended directly from the
prince. [Iis son, Henry 1T (1039), was the one emperor
whose authority was best assured in (Germany and ltaly.
He forced the king of Bohemia to pay tribute, restored to
Alba, Royale, the banished king of Hungary, and received
his homage. In Italy he dominated even the papacy.

The Monk Hildebrand. — A monk, the counsellor of many
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Popes before he himself succeeded to the Holy See, pro-
osed to deliver the papacy and Ttaly from German control.
Tn 1059 Hildebrand caused a decree to be issued by Nicho-
las IT, which announced that the election of the Popes
should he made by the cardinal priests and cardinal
bishops of the Roman territory ; thab the other clergy and
the Roman people should then give their assent; that the
emperor should retain the rightof confirmation ; and lastly,
that in election a ember of the Roman clergy shnu]d be
preferred. Another decree forbade any: ecclesiastic to Te-
ceive the investiture of an ecelesiastical benefice from a
layman. These decrees freed the Pope from dependence
upon the emperor and placed all the temporal power of the
Church in the hand of the pontiff thus egnaumpata}. :
Gregory VII and Henry IV (1073-1085).—Tn 1073 Hilde-
brand was elected Pope under the name of Gregory VIL. The
Pope was about t0 complete the work of the monk. His plans
enlarged with his opportunity. Charlemagne and Oftto the
Great had rendered the Pope subordinate to themselves,
and had placed the church within the state as the Greeks
and Romans had done. But royalty, the central power,
was declining throughout Furope l?ec-anse.(}f the invading pro-
gress of the feudal system or the increasing local powers of
the dukes, counts and barons. The clergy, on the other
hand, had beheld popular £aith and confidence in the Church
increase in bhat same century. Tts leader decided that the
moment had come for restoring to those charged_wﬂh the
salvation of the soul the influence necessary or imparting
the best direction fo civil society, and for repressing moral
disorders, violations of justice and all the causes of perdition.
In a priest, such an ambition was greab and legitimate.
But had this attempt succeeded, the state 1m consequence
would have been placed within the church. A sacerdotal
autocracy would have formed to prevent all movement n
the world, in thought, seience and art. i _
Gregory VIL desired four things. He wished to deliver
the papal throne from (ferman suzerainty ; to reform thfe
Church in its manners and discipline; to render it every-
where independent of the temporal POWer ; and, lasfly, to
govern the laity, both peoples and kings, in the name and
Taterest of their salvation. The first point was attained by
the decree of Nicholas IT and the refusal to submit the
election of Popes to the imperial sanction. The second
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object was favored by many acts of Gregory VIL for the
roformation of the clergy and the abolition of simony. To
accomplish the third, the non-clerical princes had been
forbidden to bestow, and the clergy to receive from their
hands, the investiture of any ecclesiastical benefice. The
last was to be brought about by the pontiff’s haughty
interference in the government of kingdoms.

Tn the attempt to render the Church independent of the
empire, there arose befween the two the famous so-called
quarrel of investitures.

During the minority of Henry TV, all sorts of disorders
had invaded the German priesthood. Gregory, imputing
these scandals to the unhappy selection of prelates, called
upon Henry to renounce the bestowal of ecelesiastical digni-
ties and to appear at Rome to justify himself for his pri-
vate conduct. The emperor retorted by having Gregory
deposed by twenty-four bishops in the Synod of Worms
(1076). Thereupon the Pope launched against him a bull
of excommunication and forfeiture. The Saxons and Sua-
bians, traditional enemies of the Franconian house, executed
this sentence in the Diet of Tribur, which suspended the
emperor from his functions, and threatened him with depo-
sition if he did not become reconciled to Rome. Henry
yielded. He hurried to Italy and sought the Pope in the
vastle of Canossa on the lands of the Countess Matilda, who
was an adherent of the Holy See. Barefoot in the snow he
waited three days for an audience with the pontiff. He
retired, absolved but furious, and opened war. The battle
of Volkshein, where bis rival, Rodolph of Suabia, was slain
by Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of Lower Lorraine and
bearer of the imperial standard, made him master of Ger-
many (1080). He could then return to Italy in trivmph.
The Countess Maftilda was despoiled of part of her posses
sions, Rome was captured and the bishop of Ravenna was
appointed Pope as Clement III. Gregory himself would
have fallen into the hands of the man he had so contemned,
if the Normans who had just conquered southern Ttaly had
not come to hisaid. He died among them, saying, ¢ Because
I have loved justice and chastised iniquity, therefore I die
in exile” (1085).

Concordat of Worms (1122). — Henry IV was victor, bub
the Church roused his own son against him and he perishe
miserably. Nevertheless it was this parricidal son, Henry v,
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who put an end to the quarrel of investitures. The Con-
cordat of Worms equably settled the dispute (1122). 1tas-
signed to the temporal sovereign, the emperor, the tempqa,l
investiture by the sceptre, and to the spiritual sovereign,
the Pope, the spiritual investibure by the cross and ring.
The plan of Gregory VII had only half succeeded, for the
bond of vassalage was still unbroken which b_omlxd the elergy
to the prince. DBub in its members, if not m its head, the
church remained within the state. :

As chief of the empire this same Henry inherited the
fiefs of Countess Matilda and as her nearest relative her
allodial property. Thus he became pOSSESSOX of all her
rich estates. The nearest approach to feudal power 11 the
peninsula was thus annihilated. Bub the Iranconian dy-
hasty became extinct with this emperor (1125)- Despite
all the efforts of this house to weaken the general feudal
system in Germany by conceding direct dependence oL the
crown to @ host of petty seigniories and by raising many
towns to the rank of imperial cities, .t had tolerated the
existence of several powerful vassals, and above all of the
Welfs, dukes of Bavaria, and of the Hohenstaufens, dukes
of Suabia. Thus Lothaire 1T ( 1125-1138) bore himself hum-
bly in the presence of these princes. He was no less hnmble
pefore the Pope who, when placing upon his head the
imperial crown, claimed to confer 1t as @ benefice.

The Hohenstanfens. —The house of Suabia ascended the
throne with Conrad 1IT. He obtained a firm footing by de-
stroying the power of the Welis through the spoliation of
Henry the Proud, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria. His unfor-
tunate part in the second erusade and his death soon after
his retarn prevented the completion of Bis work. But his
son, Frederick T, Barbarossa, caused the imperial power once
more to appear with prilliancy in Ttaly. Instead of the
fendal system which no longer e}gls:tecl there, had arisen 2
medley of petty lordships and of citics organized 1nto repil
lies with their senates, consuls and general assemblies. This
political system extended even to Rome, whence Arnaldo
de Breseia expelled Pope Tnnocent 11 (1141). Frederick
speedily destroyed this beginning of [tahan'mdependence
and burned Arnaldo ab the stake. But by makmg his author-
ity too evident he alienated the republics and the Pope
himself whom he had just restored. His despﬂnc_prmmples,
enunciated at the Diet of Roncalia by the legists of the
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Bolognese school, caused alarm. Milan revolted against his
magistrates. He razed it to the ground and abandoned its
ruins to the neighboring rival cities. Hardly had he re-
turned to Germany, when the Tombard League was formed
behind him. It was joined by Pope Alexander IIT, the
Defender of Italian Liberty. Frederick, who marched has-
tily to destroy the coalition, was completely overthrown at
Legnano (1176). 3

Seven years later the Treaty of Constance definitely reg-
ulated the quarrel between the empire and Italy, as the
Concordat of Worms had regulated that between the empire
and the papacy. The cifies retained the rights which they
had usurped. They could levy armies, protect themselves
with fortifications, exercise civil and criminal jurisdiction
within their boundaries and form confederations with one
another. The emperor retained only the right of confirm-
ing their consuls by his legates and of placing a judge of
appeals for certain causes in each eity.

Barbarossa had not everywhere been so unsuceessful. The
kings of Denmark and Poland acknowledged his suzerainty.
Henry the Tion, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria, was deprived
of his dominions. Foreign ambassadors attended the splen-
did diets convoked by the emperor, at the most celebrated
of which, in Mayence, 40,000 knights appeared.

His son Henry succeeded (1190). As the husband of Con-
stance, daughter and heiress of Roger 1I, king of Sieily, he
established the house of Suabia in southern Italy. Thus
an equivalent was gained for loss of authority in the north,
and the Holy See was enveloped on all sides. Tnnocent 11T
(1198-1216) resolved to avert this new danger. He had
excommunicated the kings of France, Aragon and Norway
for transgression of the moral code, and had set another
portion of Christendom again in motion by preaching the
fourth crusade. When he beheld kings abase themselves
before him and nations rise af his voice, the Pope naturally
believed himself strong enough to humble the ambitious
house which persistently cherished the memory of imperial
supremacy over Rome. In Germany he supported Otto of
Brunswick againsh Philip of Suabia, and the fierce struggle

of the Guelphs, or partisans of the Church, against the
Ghibellines, or partisans of the empire, began. Displeased
with Otto, who when rid of his rival made the same claims
upon ltaly, Innocent turned again to the house of Suabia
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and ecaused the youns Frederick 11, son of Henry VI, to
‘e recognized as eMPErot un.condmon of bis abzm{iomnfg
the Two Sicilies. But this prince, 2 lover of arf and letters
and a man of easy character, retained those provinces where
was his favorite residence. In his palaces ab Implesr,_ Mes-
sina and Palermo, he and his gha-uc(_:llor, Pierre des W:lgnes,
vigorously organized his Ttalian kingdom. ‘10 possess a
constant defence against the thlmxders of the Chureh, he en-
wad an army of Saracens 1 IS service. S
aPl‘el?ecl’Dye lg’eheld with aﬁright_the firm guip of this Ger-
man upon Ltaly. In the south, F rederick 1}01(1 his ngdﬁﬁm
of the Two Sicilies. In the centre he enjoyed ﬂ‘.l.e Po}s:,e-sé
sions of the Countess Matilda. In t.helx_xorth 1315 t:xt- eo
emperor conferred both influence and 1-1ghts.. I‘Q 1]e_move
the obnoxious ruler to a distance, the Pope ordered him t‘ol
take the cross. When F 1‘6(191.‘1(‘1{ hesxt;}ted, he ‘l;iwea.‘r,r;}i}ref1
him with an anathema if he did nob fulfil the vow h% mat
taken. Frederick set out on the (;rllsacle, hqt. hf? di nz.
fight. A treafy with the sultan ?t !:.gypt thr_e“‘ ogexl:; o
him the gates of the Holy City @ 998). He crowne 11_;1_1;
self king of J erusalem and then _}Jastene{l to rgtumll.l s
absence had atforded Gregory ].}&.,_‘t}'le erzergetw_, 0 ctma,n
who then occupied the throne of Saint }et-el',_tmu-;. 0 r:‘;
organize the Lombard League, to persuade the }011:11%, pill]-ér
Henry to rebel against 1!his-} ]fa}t-h(:lr and ;.01}1;111]'12211 a];ri](:i el;:ic:k
jith ¢ +my upon the kngdom of Naples. : :
g‘;zll%mr:::e 211] gl‘-s a.ld\.'ex‘sm‘iesi T}Ile {19&;{ pffi?s Lombards
\ oo Nuova seemed £0 place Italy at his fect
i '}_‘Jﬁ]r;ti’o;;:?-oalone did not lyit_}]}"t. He ‘1ssued_ a sentenée ‘oﬁ
excomimunication and deposition against him, a,ndlo ].?' ecy
the jmperial crown to Robert of ATHOIS, brother to t}le} 1]13
of France. Louis IX refused this pr{oﬂer to his fa,fxﬁ Y and
reproached the Pope with wishing “to ‘_ﬁrmnple:, d,(‘ ‘nmﬁx:
eigns together with the emperor under his feet. {Ti;e% 1:}1,
then sought the suppor® of a council which he convoie 1}1
+he church of Saint John Lateran. At Melloria the ‘E‘SSIE: s
of Frederick defeated the Genoese fleet, which was Cd.l]l}'-‘
ing the Fathers to the council, and two (:atjfhna..ls: t(()ige(ti 1@.1f
with bishops and abbots were ea_qztureel. (xregmyR ied ©
grief. His successol, Tonocent LV, es'uaped. from Rome 11
disguise, assembled af Liyons @ council whlc_h exc_ommurg-
cated Frederick 11, and caused a crusade against bim t0 be
preached, When the tidings Was told the emperor, he
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seized his crown, planted it more firmly on his head and
exclaimed, ¢ Tt shall not fall until rivers of blood have
flowed.” He appealed to the sovereigns of Europe: “If 1
perish, you all perish.” He hurled his Saracens upon cen-
tral Ttaly while his ally, Eccelino de Romano, the tyrant of
Padna, fonght and butchered in the north. But the cities
everywhere rose at the call of the priests and monks.
From one end of the peninsula to the other, the Guelphs
flow to arms in behalf of the Holy Father who for his own
treedom needed that Italy also be free. In vain did Fred-
erick humble himself. He offered to abdicate, to go and
die in the Holy Land, to divide his heritage on condition
that it should be left to his children. Innocent remained
immovable, and pursued the annihilation of ¢that race of
vipers.” The struggle was becoming still more envenomed
when the emperor died suddenly (1250). His death
heralded the fall of German domination in Italy and the
beginning in the peninsula of a new period, that of inde-
pendence.
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