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XVI
SPAIN AND ITALY FROM 1250 TO 1453

Tntermission of the Spanish Crusade. Domestic Troubles.
__The Moors were now crowded upon the Alpujarras as the
Christians had formerly been upon the Pyrenees. Instead
of continuing the struggle and driving them into the sea, the
Spanish kings forgot the conflict which had made their fort-
une, and yielded to the temptation of meddling in Euro-
pean affairs.

Navarre, which had been unable to increase its territory
in the religious wars, looked northward toward France, and
oave itself to the Capetians when its heiress married Philip
the Fair.

Alphonso X, king of Castile, wished to be emperor of
Germany. While he wasted his money in this vam candi-
dacy, the rival houses of Castro, Lara and Haro kept the
kingdom in turmoil and even sought aid from the Moors.
Threatened with insurrection, the king himself solicited the
support of the African Merinides. The nafion deposed
him and put in his place his second son, Don Sancho, a
brave soldier (1282). Nevertheless Alphonso X was sur-
named the Wise. He knew astronomy, and published a
code wherein he tried to introduce the right of representa-
tion, prevalent in the feudal system, but not in Spain.

Sancho availed himself of the ancient law and claimed
the suceession in preference to his nephews, sons of his
deceased elder brother. Therefrom troubles ensued with
the king of France, uncle of the dispossessed young princes.
The stormy minorities of Ferdinand IV and Alphenso X1
saw disorders again in (astile. The latter prince, however,
rendered himself illustrious by the great vietory of Rio
Salado over the Merinide invasion and by the capture of
Algiers. After him Pedro the Cruel and his brother,
Henry IT of Transtamara, disputed the throne. By the aid
of Dugueselin Transtamara suceeeded, after he had himself
stabbed his brother in his tent. Herry ITI vainly tried to
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repress the Castilian nobility, who under John IT and
Henry TV tyrannized over the country and court. Royalty
became independent only about the close of the fifteenth
century under Isabella and Ferdinand the Catholic, as we
shall see later on.

While the energies of Castile were dissipated in civil
dissensions, Aragon acquired Roussillon, Cerdagne and the
lordship of Montpellier, and interfered in the affairs of the
Albigenses. Tt also gained Sicily after the Sicilian Ves-
pers, which it retained despite the stipulations of the treaty
of Anagni, and added Sardinia to its dominions. In 1410
the glorious house of Barcelona became extinet. Ifs various
crowns passed to a prince of Castile, who left two sons:
Alphonso V, who became king of the Two Sicilies through
his adoption by Joanna of Naples; and John IT, who for a
time united Navarre and Aragon by poisoning his sen-in-
law, Don Carlos of Viana. To Ferdinand, the successor of
this monster, it was reserved to accomplish the unity and
grandeur of Spain by his marriage with Isabella of Castile.

The feudal system never was really established in Castile.
Amid the risks of a desperate struggle against the Moors,
the nobles and cities, fighting separately, acquired inde-
pendence and fortified themselves in their castles or behind
their walls. Many of these cities obtained fueros, or
charters of liberty, and the king merely placed an officer or
regidor in them for general supervision. But three distinct
classes existed in Castile: the ricos hombres or great
landed proprietors; the caballeros or hidalgos, or petty
nobles, exempt from imposts on condition of serving on
horseback ; the pecheros or taxpayers who formed the
burcher class. As every one had fought in the Holy War,
there were no serfs as in feudal countries and the gulf be-
tween the classes was less profound than elsewhere. Be-
ginning with 1169 the deputies of the cities were admitted
to the Cortes, the national parliament.

Aragon had more of the feudal system, perhaps because
of the former Carlovingian domination in the Marches of
Barcelona. The ricos hombres received baronies, which
they divided up and sub-enfeoffed. Next were the mes-
naderos or lesser vassals, the infanzones or plain gentlemen,
and the commoners. These four orders were represented
in the Cortes. But Aragon, Catalonia and Valencia had
their separate cortes. The royal authority was greatly
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hampered by the jurisdiction of the justiza or grand justi-
ciary.

P?)rrtugal at the extremity of Hurope opened out new
ways for herself. John I, head of the house of Avis
which suceeeded the extinet house of Burgundy, maintained
the independence of Portugal against the pretensions of
Castile by the victory of Aljubarotta (1385). He then
turned the attention of his people toward Africa and in
1415 conquered Ceuta. This expedition taught his youngest
son, Henry, that Portugal, shut off from the land by Castile,
had no future except toward the sea. He established him-
self in the village of Sagres on Cape Vincent, summoned
mariners and geographers, founded there a naval academy,
and at last launched his navigators upon the ocean. In
1417 they discovered Porto Santo, one of the Madeira Is-
lands, where the prince planted vines from Cyprus and
sugar-canes from Sicily. Pope Martin V granted him
sovereignty over all the lands which should be discovered
from the Canary Isles as far as the Indies, with plenary
indulgence for whoever should lose their lives in fhese
expeditions. Zeal redoubled. Tn 1434 Cape Bojador was
passed, then Cape Blancho and Cape Verde. The Azores
were discovered. They were on the road to the Cape of
Good Hope, which the Portuguese Vasco de Gama was to
sail round half a century-later.

The Kingdom of Naples under Charles of Anjou (1265). —
In the strife for universal dominion which the chiefs of
Christendom, the Pope and the Emperor, had waged, Italy,
the theatre and the victim of the struggle, could not attain
independence. When the empire and the papacy declined,
she seemed at last about to control her own destiny. Such
however was not the case. Her old habits continued of
intestine discords and of mixing strangers with her quarrels.
She repeated the spectacle once presented by the turbulent
cities of ancient Greece. She was covered with republics,
waging incessant war with each other, and yet she shone
with a vivid glow of civilization that was the first revival
of letters and arts.

The death of Frederick IT (1250) marked the end of the
German domination in Italy. But he left a son at Naples,
Manfred, who, strong by his talents, his alliance with the
podestats of Lombardy and the aid of the Saracens of
Lucera at first braved the ill-will of the Pope. Alexander
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IV had, it is true, been driven from Rome by Brancaleone,
who had restored momentarily the Roman republic.

Urban 1V, resolved to exfirpate «the race of vipers,”
had recourse to foreign aid. He bestowed the crown of
Naples upon Charles of Anjou, the brother of Saint Lonis,
on condition of his doing homage 0 the Holy See, paying
an annual tribute of 8000 ounces of gold and ceding Bene-
ventum. In addition to this Charles swore never to join
to this kingdom the imperial erown, Lombardy or Tuscany
(1265). The excommunicated Manfred was vanquished and
slain, and the Pope’s legate caused his body to be thrown

into the Garigliano. Conradin, a grandson of Frederiek -

11, came from Germany to claim his paternal inheritance.
Beaten and captured at Tagliacozzo, he was beheaded by
order of Charles of Anjou, together with his friend Fred-
erick of Austria. With him the glorious house of Suabia
became extinct.

The congqueror strengthened his power in the kingdom of
Naples by executions. Despite his promises he ruled over
most ‘of Italy under the various titles of imperial vicar,
senator of Rome and pacificator. He dreamed of a fortune
still more vast and meditated restoring for his own benefit
the Latin empire of (onstantinople, which had recently
fallen. After being diverted for a time from this project by
the Tunisian crusade (1270) and by the opposition of Greg-
ory X and Nicholas I11, he was at last about to put it mto
execution when the massacre of the Sicilian Vespers (1282)
gave Sicily to Peter 111, king of Aragon, one of the accom-
plices in the great conspiracy of which the physician Pro-
cida was the head. Then began the punishment of this
ambitious and pitiless man. Admiral Roger de Loria
burned his fleet. His son Charles the Lame Was captured
in another naval battle, and the king of France, his ally,
was repulsed from Aragon. The treaty of 1288 secured
Sicily to a son of the Aragonese. In 1310 Pope Clement

V compensated the house of Anjou by placing one of its
members upon the throne of Hungary.

Ttalian Republics. Guelphs and Ghibellines. — During

this conflict in the south the little stafes of the north,
¢reod from both the German and the Sicilian domination,
were engaged in continual revolutions. The government
passed in T.ombardy into tyrannies; 1n Tuscany into democ-

racies; in Venetia into aristocracies; in Romagna into all
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these various systems. In 1297 Venice decl :

the noble families of couneillors then in o?ﬁc?éri?elgl gigil’:)ll}é
for the Great Council. This measure was shortly afferward
crowned by the completion of the Golden Book, or register
of }f enetian nobility, and the establishment of the Couneil
of Ten. In 1282 Florence raised the Minor Arts, or infe-
rior trades, almost to the level of the Major Arts b,y sethi11;r
up an executive council composed of the chiefs of all the
Arts. This was to the disadvantage of the mnobles, who
could be admitted to public employments only on renounc-
ing their rank. A little later the population was divided
into twenty companies, under a like number of gonfa,lonie;‘s
or standard-bearers commanded by one supreme @nfaloniér

T'he majority of the Tuscan cities adopted this org&nizatic))u'
with little change. So, too, did Genoa. But this was not a
source of harmony. Genoa, which disputed Pisa’s rights
t?' Corsica and Sardinia, destroyed the military force of the
Pisans in the decisive battle of Melloria (1284). The un-
happy defeated city was at once attacked by all Tuscany

It resxsteﬂ for a while and intrusted all power to the tgc;
famous Ugolino. When he had perished together with his
four children in the Hunger Tower, prostrate Pisa was able
to exist only by renouncing every ambition. Florence then
controlled all Tuscany, but she turned her arms against her
own breast. Under the name of Ghibellines and Guelpﬁs

her factions carried on a relentless war. Dante the great

Florentine poet, the father of the Italian language in %xile

lamented these dissensions and sought everywher% for some

power capable of restoring peace to Italy. He found it

neither in the papacy, then captive al Avignon, nor in the

emperor to whom Italy was simply a source of profit.

Henry VII, Louis of Bavaria, John of Bohemia, extorted

what they could from the unhappy land.

The tribune Rienzi, filled with classic memories which
were then reviving, tried to restore liberty to Rome (1347)
and to render her the protectress of Italian independence.
He set up a so-called Good State, but this merely ephemeral
enthusiasm was powerless to overcome local passions, or the
terror caused by the horrible black pest or the Plague of
Fl‘orence which Boeecaccio has deseribed in his Decameron
(1348). At the instigation of the papal lezate he was
massacred by that very populace of Rome by whom he had
been so often applauded.
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Return of the Papacy to Rome (1378). The Principalities. —
The revolution of 1347 warned the papaecy of the discontent
caused by its absence. 1t finally returned to Rome in 1378.
Stripped of the power and prestige which it had formerly
possessed, it was incapable of giving rest to revolutionary
Italy. In Florence there were constant troubles between
the Major Arts or upper class, led by the Albizzi, and the
Minor Arts, led by the Medici. Hostile to both were the
ciompi or petty tradesmen. The latter put Michael Lendo,
a wool-carder, at their head, who seized the power but was
unable to retain it. The commercial rivals, Venice and
Genoa, were waging against each other the so-called war
of Chiozza, which Venice, at first besieged m her own lagoons,
finally terminated by the destruction of the Genoese marine.
She also subdued Padua and Vincenza, but did nof ruin them
as Florence had done to Pisa, destroying it from top to
bottom.

In Lombardy skilful leaders took advantage of civil dis-
cords and converted the republies into principalities. Thus
did Matteo Visconti at Milan, Cane della Scala at Verona
and Castruecio Castracani at Lucea.  In 1396 Gian Galeozzo
Visconti bought from the Emperor Wenceslas the titles of
duke of Milan and count of Pavia, with supreme authority
over twenty-six Lombard cities. The condottieri, or merce-
naries, another seourge of Italy, handed over everything to
the first adventurer who was able to lead or pay them. A
former peasant, Sforza Attendolo, became a Iercenary,
entered the service of Philip Marie Visconti, married his
daughter and at his death seized the duchy of Milan (1450).
Northern Ttaly was falling under the sword of a mercenary.
Florence bowed her head beneath the yardstick of an opulent
merchant, Cosmo de Medieis, who supplanted the Albizzi.
With the support of that same Sforza, whose banker he was,
he established in his city an analogous system, though less
despotic and more brilliant than that of Milan. The ery
for liberby which the Roman Porcaro lifted in the peninsula
in 1453 found no echo.

The Aragonese at Naples. — As far as the welfare of Haly
was concerned, there was nothing to hope for from the Nea-
politan kingdom, itself a prey to endless wars of pl‘f&tendervs.
Against the guilty Joanna I, Queen of Naples, Urban VI
summoned Charles of Durazzo, the son of the king of Hungary,
and offered him the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. Joanna
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recognized as her suceessor Duke Louis of the second house
of Anjon. Charles, victorious in 1381, smothered Joanna
under a mattress. Ior a time he exercised an ¥mportant
influence over Ttaly. But when he died in Hungary, the
Kingdom of Naples relapsed into anarchy, fought over by
the princes of Anjou, Hungary and Aragon. Alphonso V of
éaig?n, who was adopted by Joanna II, finally prevailed
2).

Brilliancy of Letters and Arts.— Despite her wretched
political condition, Italy shone in her letters, arfs, manu-
factures and commerce. Her language, already formed at
the court of Frederick I, became fixed under the pen of
Dante, Petrarch and Boceaccio. She welcomed the Greek
fugitives. Her learncd men, Petrarch, Chrysoloras, Braecio-
lini and Leonardo Bruni, gave the signal for the search after
manuseripts and the revival of ancient letters. Nicholas ¥V
founded the Vatican library ; Cosmo de Medicis founded the
Medieean library, and had Plato commentated by Mareilio
Ticino. Venice had her church of Saint Mark (1071); Pisa
her famous cathedral (1063), her Baptistery (1152), her lean-
ing tower (1174), her gallery of the Campo Santo (1278);
Florence, her churches of Santa Croce, of Santa Maria Del
Fiore, and that wonderful cathedral of Brunelleschi, opposite
which Michael Angelo wished to be buried. Cimabue, Giotto,
and Masaceio were creating painting.

At the end of the thirteenth eentury Venice had 35,000
sailors and monopolized the commerce of Egypt, while
Genoa controlled that of Asia Minor, the Dardanelles
and the Black Sea. Milan was a great industrial city in
the middle of a rich country. Florence manufactured
80,000 pieces of cloth a year, and Verona one-fourth as
many. Canals fertilized Lombardy. Banks put money
in circulation. No other European state was so advanced
in civilization, but no country was so divided. Conse-
quently it possessed much wealth to excite the greed of
foreigners, but not a citizen or a soldier to defend it,
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XVII

GERMANY. THE SCANDINAVIAN, SLAVIC AND TURKISH
STATES

(1250-1453)

The Interregnum. The House of Hapsburg (1272).— In-
stead of employing its forces to organize Germany, the
imperial authority had worn itself out in Ttaly. After the
death of Frederick 11, the former country endured twenty-
three years of anarchy (1250-1273). This is called the
Great Interregnum. The throne, disdained by the German
princes and sought by such foreign or feeble competitors as
William of Holland, Richard of Cornwall and Alphonso Xof
(lastile, was practically vacant. While the supreme author-
ity was thus eclipsed, the kings of Denmark, Poland, and
Hungary and the vassals of the kingdom of Burgundy,
shook off the yoke of imperial suzerainty. The petty nobil-
ity and the cities ceased payment of their dues. The lords
built donjons which became lairs of bandits. To protect
their possessions against violence, the lesser lords formed
confederations and so did the cities. About the same time
the Hanseatic League came into existence. This confedera-
tion had Liubeck, Cologne, Brunswick and Dantzic as its
headquarters, and its chief counting houses were London,
Bruges, Berghen and Novgorod. In the country distriets
many serfs acquired liberty or sought an asylum in the
suburbs of the cities.

The great interregnum ceased with the election of Ru-
dolph of Hapsburg, an impoverished lord who did not seem
formidable to the electors (1273). Abandoning Ttaly
which he called the lion’s den, he centred his attention upon
Germany. He defeated and slew on the Marchfeld (1278)
Ottocar 11, King of Bohemia, who refused him homage.
He annulled many grants made by successors of Frederick
T1, forbade private wars, made the stafes of Franconia,
Suabia, Bavaria and Alsace take an oath to keep the public
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peace of the empire. He founded the power of his house
by investing his sons, Albert and Rudolph, with the duchies
of Austria, Styria, Carinthia and Carniola.

Switzerland (1315). — The Hapsburgs had lands in Swit-
zerland, and their bailiffs were hard upon the mountaineers.
Tn 1307 the cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden united
to end this oppression. To this period attaches the heroic
legend of William Tell. Albert was assassinated by his
nephew at the passage of the Reuss when about fo give
the confederates battle. TLeopold, Duke of Austria, lost the
ficht at Morgarten (1315), where the Swiss laid the founda-
{ions of their independénce and of their military renown.
The three original cantons were joined by Lucerne, Zurich,
Glaris, Zug and Berne (1332-1353). The victories of Sem-
pach (1386) and of Nefels (1388) consolidated Helvetian
liberty.

Powerlessness of the Emperors.— The German princes who
now disposed of the erown desired to give it only to penni-
less nobles, so that the emperor should not be able to call
them to account. For this reason they elected Henry VII
of Luxemburg (1308). TLouis IV of Bavaria belonged to a
stronger house but, excommunicated by Pope John XXII
and threatened by the then all powerful king of France,
he was on the point of resigning a title which brought him
only annoyance. Then the prinees, ashamed of the situa-
tion forced upon the man of their choice, drew up the Prag-
matic Sanction of Frankfort, which declared that the Pope
had no rights whatever over the empire or over the em-
peror. The reign of Charles TV (1346-1378) is remarkable
only for the greed of that needy prince, who made money
out of everything, “plucking and peddling out the imperial
eagle like a huckster at a fair.” Nevertheless Germany
owes him the Golden Bull, which determined the imperial
elective system. It named seven Hlectors, three of them
ecclesiastics, the archbishops of Mayence, Cologne and
Tréves, and four laymen, the king of Bohemia, the Count
Palatine, the Duke of Saxony and the Margrave of Branden-
burg (1556).

Weneeslas disgraced the imperial throne by ignoble vices,
and was deposed in 1400. Under Sigismund the Couneil
of Constance assembled and the Hussite War broke out.
The council was convened in 1414 to reform the Church
and to terminate the schism which had arisen from the
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simultaneous election of two popes, one at Rome and the
other ab Avignon. It barely attained the second object
and failed in the first. It sent to the stake John Huss,
roctor of the University of Prague. He had attacked the
ecclesiastical hierarchy, auricular confession and the use of
images in worship. His followers, called -the Hussites,
revolted under the leadership of a blind general, John
Zisca. All Bohemia was aflame and for fifteen years peo-
ple religiously cut one another’s throats !

At the death of Sigismund (1438) the Hapsburgs again
ascended the imperial throne, which they occupied until
1806. Albert 11 died in 1439 while fighting the Ottoman
Turks, and his posthumous son Tadislas inherited only
Bohemia and Hungary. But Frederick, another Austrian
prince of the Styrian branch, succeeded to the empire
(1452). He was the last emperor who went to Rome for
coronation. However the resonant title did not confer
oven the shadow of power. The head of the empire had
as emperor neither revenues nor domains nor military
forces nor judicial authority, except in rare eases. HIis
right to veto the decisions of the Diet was generally a
mockery. The Diet, divided into the three colleges of the
electors, the princes and the cities, was the real govern-
ment of Germany. Still it governed as little as possible,
and did in reality govern very little the seven or eight hun-
dred states of which the empire was composed.

Hungary, then the bulwark of Europe against the Otbo-
man Turks, was attached to the German political system.
Under the reign of Sigismund it had been united for a
brief period to Austria, but became separated therefrom
under Ladislaus, king of Poland, who was defeated and
slain by the Ottomans at Varna (1444). John Hunyadi,
vosvode of Transylvania and regent of the kingdom, for
a long time held the Mussulmans in check.

" Union of Calmar (1397). — Scandinavia comprised the
three kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden and Norway. These
countries, whence the pagan Northmen had set out, were
converted in the tenth and eleventh centuries. Denmark
was powerful under Canute the Gireat, who reigned also
over England, and under the two brothers, Canute VI and
Waldemar the Victorious (1182-1241) who conquered Hol-
stein and Nordalbingia. Waldemar had large revenues, a
fine navy and a DWMerous army. He published the Code
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of Scania. Danish students went in quest of learning to
the University of Paris. Later on Sweden in turn became
powerful under the dynasty of the Folkungs, who founded
Stockholm (1254). Norway suffered from long confinued
disturbances, due to the elective character of its monarchy
which became hereditary only in 1263.

In 1397 under Margaret the Great, daughter of the
Danish Waldemar 111, it was stipulated by the Union of
Oalmar that the three northern kingdoms should form a
permanent union, each retaining its own legislation, consti-
tution and senate. 'This union, the condition of their
greatness and security, unhappily did not last. After the
death of the “Semiramis of the North” (1412), 16 was
weakened by the rebellion of Schleswig and Holstein and
was broken in 1448 by Sweden, which then gave itself g
king of its own. Denmark and Norway remained united.

Power of Poland. — The Slavic states between the Bal-
tic and the Black Sea furnish very little to history before
the ninth century. The Poles on the banks of the Vistula
and Oder had as their first duke Piast, the founder of a
dynasty which reigned for a time under the suzerainty of
the Gterman empire. Boreslav T the Brave (922) declared
himself independent and assumed the title of king. Boles
lav III the Vietorious (1102-1138) subdued the Pomera-
nians. But after him Silesia withdrew. The Knights of
the Teutonic Order were called to succor Poland against
the Borussi or Prussians, an idolatrous tribe which SaCTi-
ficed human beings. They established a new state between
the Vistula and the Niemen, which became a dangerous
enemy. Poland was compelled to cede to it Pomerelia
and Dantzie. She indemnified herself under Casimir the
Great by the conquest of Red Russia, Volhynia and Podolia
and extended her frontiers as far as the Dnieper (1333—
370). Yet under this sagacious prince the pacta conventa
took its rise. 'This was a system of capitulations imposed
by the nobility on new kings, and destined to become a
source of that anarchy which finally delivered Poland to
her enemies. The election to the throne of Jagellon, Grand
Duke of Lithuania, in 1386, rendered Poland the dominant
state of Eastern Burope. From the Knights of the Teutonic
Order he seized many provinees, and by the Treaty of Thorn
their dominions were reduced to eastern Prussia (1466).

The Mongols in Russia.— Russia, which absorbed a

L4




284 HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE AGES [aDp.1223-13%.

great part of Poland later on, had as yet done little. We
have seen how the Northmen pirates led by Rurik entered
the service of the powerful ecity of Novgorod, which they
eventually oceupied as masters (862). Gradually spreading
out, they descended the Dnieper, to seek at Constantinople
lucrative service or adventure. In the eleventh eentury
the grand principality of Kief was already a respectable
power. In the twelfth the supremacy passed to the grand
prineipality of Vladimir. In the following century Russia
was invaded by the Mongols of Genghis Khan, who in 1223
fought a battle in which six Russian prinees perished.
Baty captured Moscow in 1237 and advanced as far as
Novsorod. The grand principality of Kief ceased to
exist; that of Vladimir paid tribute. Poland, Silesia,
Moravia and Hungary were conquered or devastated.
Tiven the Danube was crossed and for a fime all Europe
trembled. The Mongols halted at last before the mountains
of Bohemia and Austria, but Russia remained under their
yoke for two centuries.

The Ottoman Turks at Constantinople (1453). —Toward
the same period a less noisy bub more tenacious invasion
was taking place south of the Black Sea. Descending from
the Altai or “Golden Mountains,” the Turks had invaded
India, Persia, Syria and Asia Minor. Othman, the chief of
one of their smaller tribes, obtained possession of Brousa in
1325, and his son Orkhan gained Nicomedia, Nicea and Gal-
lipoli on the European side of the Dardanelles. Mourad T,
endowed the Ottomans with a terrible army by developing
the corps of the janissaries. This soldiery was com posed of
captive Christian youth, who were reared in the Mussulman
religion. Speecial tracts of land were assigned them. En-
forced celibacy and life in common gave them some re-
semblance to a military order. Before directly attacking
Constantinople, the sultans outflanked it. Mourad T took
Adrianople and attacked the valiant peoples of Bulgaria,
Servia, Bosnia and Albania. Victor at Cossova, he fell by
assassination on the field of battle (1389). His successor,
Bayerid I, reaped the fruits of his victory. Macedonia and
Bulgaria submitted and Wallachia acknowledged itself
tributary.

On the banks of the Danube Bayezid I encountered a Eu-
ropean crusade, commanded by Sigismund. Many French
knights, and among them John the Fearless, fook part.

*
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Those brilliant nobles ruined their cause by their obstinate
rashness at the fatal battle of Nicopolis (1396). More effi-
caclous aid reached the Greeks from an nnexpected quarter. -
Pamerlane had restored the empire of Genghis Khan, and
ruled from the Ganges to the Don. “Assailing the growing
Ottoman power, he overthrew and captured Bayezid I at the
oreat battle of Angora (1402). The rapid disappearance
of the Mongols enabled the Ottomans to recover. In 1422
Mourad IT laid siege to Constantinople but in vain. He
failed also in Albania against Scanderbeg, but won the bat
tle of Varna, where Ladislaus, king of Poland and Hungary,
was slain (1444). Fortunately the Humgarians and Hun-
yadi, though sometimes defeated but always in arms, through
their repeated efforts checked the conquerors. Moreover the
Ottomans could not hurl their whole strength upon West-
ern Europe so long as Constantinople resisted them. Mo-
hammed II resolved to free himself from this determined
enemy. He besieged the imperial city with an army of over
200,000 men, an immense artillery and an enormous flcet.
His ships he transported: overland into the harbor across
the isthmus which separates the Golden Horn from the Bos-
phorus. The Emperor Constantine XIII maintained a he-
roic though hopeless resistance for fifty-seven days. A
final assault, on May 29, 1453, accomplished the fall of the
Eastern heir of the Roman Empire.
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XVIIT
SUMMARY OF THE MIDDLE AGES

If now we sum up this history, apparently so confused,
we perceive that the ten centuries of the Middle Ages natu-
rally divide into three sections.

From the fifth to the tenth century the Roman Empire
erumbles away. The two invasions from the north and the
sonth are accomplished. The new German FEmpire which
Charlemagne attempts to organize is dissolved. We behold
everywhere the destruction of the past and the transition
to a new social and intellectual condition.

From the tenth to the fourteenth century feudalism has
its vise. The erusades take place. The Pope and the Em-
peror contend for the world. The burgher class is reconsti-
tuted. This is the medizval period, simple in its general
outlines, which reaches its fullest flowering in the time of
Saint Louis of France, with customs, institutions, arts and
even a literature peculiar to itself.

In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries this feudal so-
ciety descends into an abyss of misery. The decay secms
that of approaching death. But death is the condition of
life. If the Middle Ages vanish, it is to make way for
Modern Times. A little charcoal, saltpetre and sulphur
will restore equality on the battlefield, a prophecy of ap-
proaching social equality, either under royal omnipotence
or under the protection of public liberties. Hence power
changes its place. No longer the monopoly of the man of
arms or of the noble, it passes first to the kings as later on
it will pass to the people. Thought becomes seenlarized
and quits the ecloister. The genius of ancient civilization
is about to spring forth. Already artists and writers are
on the road of the Renaissance, as the Porfuguese are on
that of the Cape of Good Hope. Audacious voices are
heard argning about obedience and even about faith. The
Middle Ages have indeed come to an end since things are
becoming new.

SUMMARY OF THE, MIDDLE AGES 287
But did the Middle Ages wholly die ? They bequeathed
to Modern Times virile maxims of public and individual
rights, which then profited only the lords, but which now
profit all. The Middle Ages developed chivalrous ideas, a
sentiment of honor, a respeet for woman, which still stamp
with a peculiar seal those who preserve and practise them.
Lastly, medizval architecture remains the most imposing ma-
terial manifestation of the religious sentiment, an archifect-
ure we can only copy when we wish to erect the fittest
houses of prayer.
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