HISTORY OF MODERN TIMES

XXXTX

ANTECEDENTS OF THE REVOLUTION OF 1848

Character of the Period comprised between 1840 and 1848
Progress of Socialistic Ideas. —'The treaty of the Straits
marks a sort of halting-point for Europe. During several
§}:bsequeut years we see hardly any risings or insurrections
The Powers talk of peace, and order reigns in nearly everj;'
state. In England the Tories return to power (1841)
}’rlu@g Metternich continues his “paternal ” rule in Austria.
The Tsar Nicholas devotes his energies to organizing Rus-
Sia like an immense barrack, whence can issue against
f;;ope or 2&51? anbuies which he believes invincible. Nar-

7 recasts for Spain onstitut g '
e e I a constitution more monarchical

France, which nearly every year since 1830 had beheld
a new. Cabinet, no longer has any ministerial changes
M. Guizot, the prime minister, or President of the Couxi:il‘
builds up a conservative party which, convinced that every’—
thing is for the best in a social order where it monopolizes
the power and honors, believes there is nothing which
needs change. A sort of temporary calm is the result
The political agitations of the preceding ten years are fol-
lowed by the fruitful labors of manufactures and commerce
From one end of Kurope to the other nothing is to be heard

but the sound of railways in process of construction and
of factories which spring up and work with feverish ardor
Finaneial institutions of all sorts are multiplied. Wealth
;se g(c));l;i.ﬂulated and the Exchange regulates business trans-

And yet this soclety with its material interests so pros-
perous 1s approaching an abyss, because its leaders in their
turn believe in the immobility of the world and forgef to
ask whether fhere are not other needs which must be sat-
isfied. While official society was content with the tran-
quillity which reigned in the street and the activity whiéh
showed 1itself in business, the two already old ideas of na-
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tional and individual independence were making converts.
A new idea had risen at their side in the realization thab
the 1ot of the laboring elasses must be improved.

In Poland and Italy the Russian and the Austrian were
still odious. In Bohemia and Hungary the new study of
national history and literature revived memories of au-
tonomy which had seemed to be long effaced. Germany
dreamed of her unity and of the fatherland. Some of her
princes talked about it, for the sake of rendering themselves
popular. To this idea the king of Bavaria erected 2 Wal-
halla, a Pantheon of all German glories. At Berlin the
head of the Hohenzollern landed “the German country.”

After the nationalists came the liberals, some of whom
asked for the liberties which had been promised and others
claimed the enlargement of liberties already obtained. The
inhabitants of the Romagna demanded from the papal gov-
ernment, sometimes with threats as in 1843, a regular ad-
ninistration with a code of laws. Each year the Rhenish
provinces expressed a strong desire for a constitution. Hven
in the Prussian provinces of the Vistula and the Oder lib-
eral tendencies were displayed which eaused uneasiness at
Borlin. Turin printed a journal whose very title was sig-
nificant, I/ Risorgimento or the “ Resurrection”; and Count
Balbo published his Speranze @ Tralie (1843). The ambi-
tions of the French opposition party were equally modest
and even more legitimate.

But in the darkness a still more formidable faction was
forming, which twice already has flooded Paris with blood,
made illustrious victims, laid palaces in ashes, and which
will, perhaps, long continue %o be the terror of Europe,
unless wisdom and energy provide a remedy-

The Revolution of 1789, accomplished by and for the
burgher class, seemed complete wherever royal despobism
and the privileges of birth had disappeared. This double
conquest, equality in the eye of the law and the free dis-
cnssion of national interests, satisfied the ambition of the
middle class, every man of which was accustomed to be the
architect of his own fortune and asked nothing of the state
except assurance of public order without interference in
private affairs.

The application of steam to mannal trades and the in-
vention of hand-machines, which were first seen in France

at the Exposition of 1845, led to a revolution in the mode
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of manufacture and in the very constitution of labor. Small
workshops disappeared and gave way to immense factories,
to which the railways brought the inhabitants of the coun-
try districts in crowds. In a few years the capitals and
the manufacturing or mercantile cities of both hemispheres
doubled the number of their inhabitants. In the bosom of
these formidable agglomerations of humanity industry was
carried to a high degree by the powerful means placed at
its disposal, and created great wealth and also great
wretchedness.

In order fo compete, it was necessary to produce much
and to produce cheaply. TIn other words, longer days were
required of the workman, but the wages were so diminished
as to prevent provision against sickmess or cessation of
work. Hence arose hardships which the ufopians, some
of whom were generous souls, proposed to suppress by
causing indigence to disappear, as the two great miseries of
times past, domestic slavery and serfdom, had disappeared.
Bnt instead of proceeding gradually, they undertook to
change everything at a stroke. Their panacea might cause
a thousand evils without even healing one, because their
remedies ran counter to the very nature of man and of
society. A convent can exist with community of goods or
a religious or charitable association depend upon the devo-
tion of each member to the good of all. But under such
conditions no regular society is c¢onstituted. The Phalan-
steries and the Icaria, attempted in France, Belgium, Bra-
zil and Texas, came to a miserable end. But the ignorant
populace were not deaf to formulas like the following:
“Property is robbery,” “livery man has a right to work,
even when there is no work to be done, or money where-
with to pay forit,” “ Wages shall be equal, however unequal
the produet,” “The individual must disappear in a vast
solidarity wherein each man will receive according to his
needs and will give according to his ability.”

These socialistic reveries, which are absolutely opposed
to individual liberty, the most imperious need of our days,
were destined to be put into political action through the
alliance of certain republicans with the new sectaries.
The latter, to give realization to their dreams, desired to
make the state interfere in everything. But as the gov-
ernment was in the hands of the burghers, the first essen-
tial was to take it away from them. The masses frouble
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s little about political questions which they J
il;iriie&Zfstand. But, listening eagerly to th(l)lse who ;l)areoil:
ised them prosperity, they were ready to follow (1)11 'thg
told that “social liquidation” could be attained %1_1 v W%
government of their own choice. Thus soc}xa,- 13}[111, or;f
under the Restoration gmud apparently h‘arm ess t ur:g;al
tarian utopias, gave existence to a NUMETOUS PArty ‘f o
included all the poor, and whlcl_ll sﬁlf}fi a(l:)eglcmns 0
hened by decreeing universa ge.
Str’?ﬁ%: movem{mt was not peculiar t*o France _a,lo;l;éﬁ t%s
early as 1817 England had had the Chartists, m o bfi
Workingmen’s Association, and three years later f15; u;'h
ances in Wales. In 1844 a central association dor e
welfare of workingmen was formed in Prussia, ar grfzﬁe
troubles agitated Silesia and Bohemia. l_blbl \Eg eg
beginning of that war between wages and aaupltai akwi =
the workingman and the employer, which was to bre
71 e : ;
- lf)hf ‘;lh{}ilse I:s(ilbtermnean ferment official society, as 1S cl)ftzeln
the case, saw nothing. Af least it troubled :ts;‘elf ittle
about an evil from which the classes, aceustomed orima,ujg
centuries to suffering, were now suffering. Up t(lJ t (1; f?:r .
of February 24, 1848, it was occupied with entire byi id ;
ent issues, yet a few months later it found itself obliged to
wage a four days’ battle with 100,000 men from the poorer
eld;i:ice from 1840 to 1846. — The history of France dl_lT!Dg
these years lies far more in the obscure facts just mentlonte
than in those stirring events of the time which a ql}:E_LI‘ er
of a century had sufficed to restore to their true proportions.
Phis was a golden age of orators. Much eloguence dwafs E}z}:
pended and only small things were done. A friend o : e
government summed up in 1847 this pohc‘-py”of meri “c'lort ]f
&What have you done with your power: !}}’e aske e
ministers. “Nothing! Nothing! Nothing! e
The national feeling had been prufoundly'wouude‘ {1
the events of 1840. M. Guizot as a compensation to Flgnq
pride caused the sterile rocks of the MarguesaLj Iislezm 1s “5
the Pacific Ocean to be occupied (May, 1842). New Zealan .
was more valuable. France was on the point of seﬁzug i
when England took possession of it first. A Frenc 10 dcelf'
planted the flag of France upon the great oceanic 1S a,nT ic;
New Caledonia. The ministry had it torn down. e
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states of Honduras and Nicaragua asked for the protection
of France. Hayti wished to do the samé. This protection
was refused and the refusal was apparently inspired by Eng-
land. Though France acquired the Society Islands, her
commereial inferests in those regions were not great enough
to necessitate an imposing establishment. The acquisition
of Mayotte (1843) was a wiser operation, becanse that islet
provided French ships a better haven than the island of
Bourbon could afford them and a naval station in the vicinity
of Madagasear. AtTahitian En glishman named Pritchard,
at once consul, missionary and apothecary, stirred up the
natives against France. The unworthy agent was driven
from the island (1844). His complaints were listened to in
Parliament, and the French Cabinet demanded from the
Chambers an indemnity for the intriguer who had caused
the shedding of blood. The official disavowal of Rear-
Admiral Dupetit Thonars, who had ftried to extend the
Hrench establishment in Oceanica, increased the public
irritation. This disavowal was regarded as a humiliation
before the British government. A more serious conces-
sion, made to the English, was the recognition of England’s
right of search for the suppression of the slave trade. This
time the opposition was so vigorous throughout the land
that the Chamber forced tlie minister to repudiate the
treaty and to place the French merchant marine by fresh
conventions once more under the exclusive protection of
the national flag (May, 1845).
‘The Chamber and public opinion desired the conquest of
Algeria to be completed. The ministry had the merit of
choosing an energetic and skilful man, General Bugeaud,
who was able to inspire the Arabs with both respeet and
terror. Abd-el Kader was preaching a holy war and by
the rapidity of his movements had spread terror through
the province of Oran and even to the gates of Algiers. The
emir was defeated and his family and flocks were captured.
Taking refuge in Morocco he prevailed on the emperor of
that eountry to join his cause. In reply France bombarded
Tangiers and Mogador and gained the vietory of Isly. The
emperor was glad to sign a treaty of peace on easy con-
ditions. France was rich enough, said her minister, to
pay for her glory.
The Anglo-French alliance was of no direct advantage to
France, but was supposed to assure th{e general tranquillity.
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deputies chosen were m i
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flucnee over the custom-house legislation of the continent.
But things are bound together. The triumph of liberty in
the realm of economics necessarily paves the way for its
vietory in the realm of polifics.
Already, under the control of these ideas, England had
renounced the colonial system which modern Europe had
inherited from ancient Rome and which some states still
retain. She no longer sought the absolute domination of
the mother country over her colonies that they, like docile
slayes, might exist only for her, and toil, produce and
purchase for her profit. That outworn system had cost
North America to the English; South Ameriea to the Span-
ish and the Portuguese; and Canada and Louisiana to the
French. To the new system England was led moreover
by her own genius. Reserving to the mother country only
the appointment of a governor, the colonies were aflowed -
to manage their own affairs by a legislative body elected by
themselves. Thus was developed the prosperity of the colo-
nists and that of the mother country. The constitutional
liberty granted to Canada was productive of marvellous
progress. All the English colonies, with the exeeption of
India and the purely military outposts, found themselves
endowed with this fruitful liberty in 1849. Liberty is not
only a noble thing, but is also a useful thing. Thus Eng-
land could abolish some of her taxes, while in the ten years
between 1832 and 1842 her commerce nearly doubled. The
budget of the continental states showed a deficit, while
that of England presented a surplus.

England does not like revolutions. Her government
resembles a skilful pilot who always keeps an eye on the
horizon to discern the great currents and steer the ship into
them. So, since 1832, she escaped political storms by fol-
lowing the impulse of the public mind. Thus between 1822
and 1826 Huskisson’s reforms were accomplished. In 1829
came Roman Catholic emancipation. In 1832 electoral re-
form was decreed. In 1841 the income tax was revised,
ot indeed as a war measure, but for the purpose of freeing
from all imposts bread, beer and the raw materials which
tood manufactures. In 1846 the corn laws were suppressed
and free trade established. For these reasons England
escaped bloodshed and revolution.

Establishment of the Constitutional System in Prussia
(1847). — In the time of Voltaire and Montesquieu echoes
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from the House of Commons rarely crossed the Channel
and reached only a few superior men. Now, thanks to the
press, they were heard everywhere and awoke and excited
men’s minds. 1In 1845 the states of Silesia, of the grand
duchy of Posen and of royal Prussia demanded freedom
of the press, publicity of debate and a penal code in aceord-
ance with the principles of modern legislation. The king
refused everything. To those who asked for a constitution,
he replied that he would never allow a sheet of paper to
interpose between his people and himself. Two years later
he was obliged to convoke a general Diet, although he was
willing to recognize in it solely a consultative character.
But the Diet claimed the right of receiving the annual ac-
count of the administration of the public debt and of delib-
erating upon all general laws, including taxation. At once
it arrogated to itself the superintendence of the finances
with legislative power. To guarantee against all Surprises

it declared in advance that it would recognize in no other
assembly or commission, even if sprung from its own ranks,
the right of exercising its functions. Thus the consbitu-
tional system was set up in Berlin. Only two great states,

Austria and Russia, were left to represent unyielding
opposition to the new ideas.

Liberal Agitations in Austria and Italy. — Nevertheless
the general movement was invading even changeless Aus-
tria. Im Styria and Carinthia, her oldest duchies, men
desired reforms. In Hungary a great constitutional party
was already organized. Bohemia also was in a ferment,
But, as the country was divided between two hostile popu-
lations, the Germans and the Czechs, Prince Metternich
was able to rely upon the one to resist the other. In 1847
he deprived the state of Bohemia of the right to vote the
taxes.

His policy had just suffered a signal check on the west-
ern frontier of the empire, by the prompt defeat of the
Sonderbund which he had tried to save. The victory of the
Swiss liberals was only one more bad example given fo
the docile subjects of the Hapsburgs and did not consti-
tute a danger. But on the other side of the Alps a storm
was muttering, all the more threatening because this time
the tempest came from Rome.

The disastrous attempt of the Bandiera brothers, sons of
an Austrian admiral, who tried to stic up the Calabrians
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By joining in the liberal movement Austria might have
restrained and guided it; but that Power was still under
the fatal influence of the party, which aceused “the car-
bonaro Mastai” of having usurped the Holy See by intrigue,
and which even dared to call him, “ A Robespierre wearing
the tiara.” She addressed to the Pope a severe note against
his reforms in June, 1847, fomented a conspiracy in Rome
itself, and, contrary to all treaties, occupied the city of
Ferrara in August. Cardinal Ferretti sent to Vienna an
energetic protest, which was backed up by the courts of
Turin and Florence, but of which M. Guizot expressed dis-
approbation. “Father Ventura,” said Pius IX, discour-
aged, “France is deserting us. We are alone!” “iNe, 2
replied the Theatine monk, “God is with us. Forward!”

And Ttaly did move forward. At the end of November
the Roman Council opened. Leopold II and Charles
Albert effected reforms which were equivalent to the prom-
1se of a constitution and their ministers signed with the
Papal Cabinet an alliance “ for the development of Italian
mdustry and the welfare of the peoples” on November 3.
The Duke of Modena and the king of the Two Sicilies were
mvited to adhere to the treaty. This union was a threat
against Austria, to which she replied by the military ocecu-
pation of Parma and Modena in December. The extremi-
ties of Italy immediately caught fire.

Three months previously an insurrection at Reggio and
Messina and a disturbance in Naples had been severely put
down, but promises of reform had been made. On January
12, 1848, as these reforms had not been effected, Palermo
took up arms to the cry of, “Long live Pius IX.” On the
16th the insurrection had mastered the whole island. On
the 18th 10,000 men marched upon Naples demanding, as
in 1821, a constitution. On the 28th Ferdinand IT yielded;
two weeks later a charter, modelled on the Hrench charter
of 1830, was promulgated at N aples, and four days after-
wards at Florence, and on March 4 at Turin.

The Ttalian peoples were quivering with excitement,
especially in the Lombardo-Venetian territory, where exas-
peration against the Austrian had seized even the women
and children. On January 3 Austrian dragoons put to the
sword groups of people in the streets of Milan. Troubles
broke out in Pavia and Padua on February 8; on the 15th
at Bergamo. On the 22d Marshal Radetzki praclaimed
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Nevertheless, although since the war of 18121815
against England, the United States had been atb peace with
Europe, and though the Huropean courts received from
Washington nothing but proposals for treaties of commerce
or the regulation of unimportant matters, the spectacle of
that nation waxing great day by day with the most liberal
institutions in the world was contagious to the society of
the Old Continent. Every year the latter sent across the
ocean many thousands of their poor in quest of land and
liberty. Every year, also, there returned engineers, mer-
chants and politicians who had admired on the banks of
the Ohio and Mississippi the power of individual energy.
The tales which were told concerning the greatness of the
American republic encouraged the liberal party and made
it desire still more to limit the rights of the state and ad-
vance the sights of the ecitizens.

This young republic lacked, it is true, the elegances and
distinetion of old societies where aristocracy has left behind
something of its refined manners, of its tastes for the arts,
of its sentiment of honor which is a sort of personal reli-
gion. In haste to live and to enjoy life, the Americans ad-
vanced little beyond the useful. But the useful is one of
the two necessities of life. The other, the ideal, was sure
to come later on with hereditary wealth and leisure. Some
day they would no longer be obliged to say, © Time is money.”
Some day, when their soil was placed under cultivation and
their railways and canals were completed, they would de-
vote time to solitary meditation, to pure art, to theoretical
scicnce, and in a word to all the glorious but immaterial
pursuits which make great peoples.

Reading this history of Europe and of the New World
hetween 1315 and 1848, it would seem as if kings and peoples
all had but one idea during those three and thirty years;
as if they sought only either to destroy or to save political
liberty. Nevertheless men’s minds were occupied with
art, poebtry, science, thought, religion, and a thonsand mat-
tors besides. Manufactures and commerce were in pProcess
of transformation. Useful reforms were made. The gen-
oral welfare increased. Ignorance and crime Were on the
decrease. In short, almost everywhere there was security
for property and persous. But under absolute government
those great and beneficent things which they enjoyed lacked
guarantees and could possess them only under constitutional
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REVOLUTION OF 1848

The vietory of liberal Switzerland and of the constitu-
tional party in Prussia, the agitation of Germany, Hun-
gary and the Austrian duchies, the conduct of Pius IX,
and the efforts of Ttaly to escape from the despotism of her
rulers as well as from the grip of the Hapsburgs, had
cansed an immense sensation in France. In the legislative
body the deputies of the Left Centre and of the Dynastic
Left, led by MM. Thiers and Odilon Barrot, called upon
the ministry to fulfil its promises. They demanded the
modification of certain taxes, and electoral and parliamen-
tary reform. The latter had been proposed. in vain at each
session since 1842, The ministry rejected these harmless
domands and ridiculed the opposition for its ineffeetual
offorts to awake the country from pol itical torpor. To this
challenge the opposition replied by seventy banquets in the
most important cities. These national complaints found a
voice. They deplored the degradation of France, which no
Jonger possessed its legitimate influence in Europe. They
showed how the most legitimate reforms had been refused,
and denounced the electoral and parliamentary corruption
fostered by the government. Their demands were most
moderate. They asked only the addition of 25,000 persons
to the voters and that government officials should be refused
membership in the Chamber.

Paris, by instinet and tradition fond of fault-finding
when free from fear, was entirely devoted to the opposition.
Tn the recent municipal elections not a single candidate of
the ministry had succeeded in the richest and, consequently,
the most essentially moderate quarter. A journal founded
by the conservatives was unable to live. Dissatisfaction
showed itself in the very heart of that party. Many in-
fluential members of the majority passed over to the oppo-
sition. Prince de Joinville openly showed his disapproval
and went fo Algiers in a sort of voluntary exile with his




