24 DECISIVE BATTLES.

were, And when he had been told, he called for his bow; and,
having taken it, and placed an arrow on the string, he let the ar-
row fly toward heaven, and as he shot it into the air, he said, * Ohl
supreme God, grant me that I may avenge myself on the Athe-
nians.” And when he had said this, he appointed one of his ser-
vants to say to him every day as he sat at meat, ‘Sire, remember
the Athenians.’”

Some years were occupied in the complete reduction of Ionia.
But when this was effected,. Darius ordered his victorious forees
to proceed to punish Athens and Erefria, and fo conquer Euro-
pean Greece. The first armament sent for this purpose was shat-
tered by shipwreck, and nearly destroyed off Mount Athos. Bat
the purpose of King Darins was not easily shaken. A larger army
was ordered to be collected in Cilicia, and requisitions were sent
to all the maritime cities of the Persian empire for ships of war,
and for transports of sufficient size for carrying cavalry as well as
infantry across the Agzan. While these preparations were being
made, Darius sent heralds ronnd to the Grecian cities demanding
their submission to Persia. It was proclaimed in the market-place
of each little Hellenic state (some with territories not larger than
the Isle of Wight) that King Darius, the lord of all men, from the
rising to the setting sun,* required earth and water tobe delivered
to his heralds, as a symboelical acknowledgment that he was head
and master of the country. Terror-stricken at the power of Persia
and af the severe punistment that had recently been inflicted on
the refractory Ionians, many of the continental Greeks and nearly
all the islanders submitted, and gave the required tokens of vassal-
age. At Sparta and Athens an indignant refusal was returmed—a
refusal which was disgraced by ountrage snd violence against the
persons of the Asiatic heralds.

Fresh fuel was thus added to the anger of Darius against Ath-
ens, and the Persian preparations went on with renewed vigor
In the summer of 490 B. ¢., the army destined for the invasion
was assembled in the Aleian plain of Cilicia, near the sea. A
fleet of six hundred galleys and numerous transports was collect
ed on the coast for the embarkation of troops, horse as well as
foot. A Median general named Datis, and Artaphernes, the son
of the satrap of Sardis, and who was also nephew of Darius,
were placed in titular joint command of the expedilion. The
real supreme authority was probably given to Datis alone, from

* JEschines in Ctes., p. 522, ed. Reiske. Mitford, vol. 1, p. 485. _Eschines
3 speaking of Xerxes, but Mitford is probably rightin considering it as the
styles of the Persian kKings In their proclamations. In one of the inscriptions
at Persepolis, Darius terms himself * Daris, the great king, kKing of Kings,
the king of the many-peopled countries, the supporter aiso of this great
world.”’ In another, he styles himself ** the king of all inhabited countries.”
(Seeté‘fﬂm-ic Journal,” voL x., p. 257 and 292, and Major Hawlinson's Com-
men
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the way in which the Greek writers speak of him. We know
no details of the previous career of this officer; but there is
every reason to believe that his sbilities and bravery had been
yroved by experience, or his Median birth would have prevented
is being placed in high command by Darius. He appears fo
have been the first Mede who was thus trusted by the Persian
kings after the overthrow of the conspiracy of the Median magi
against the Persians immediately before Darius obtained the
throne. Datis received instruciions to complete the subjugation
of Greece, and especial orders were given him with regard to
Eretria and Athens. He was to take these two cities, and he
was to lead the inhabitants away captive, and bring them as
alaves into the presence of the Great King.

Datis embarked his forces in the fleet that awaited them, and
coasting along the shores of Asia Minor till he was off Samos, he
thence sailed due westward through the Hgean Sea for Greece,
taking the islands in his way. The Naxians had, ten years be-
fore, successfully stood a siege against a Persian armament, but
they now were too terrified to offer any resistance, and fled to
the mountain tops, while the enemy burned their town and laid
waste their lands. Thenee Datis, compelling the Greek island-
ers to join him with their ships and men, sailed onward to the
coast of Euboea. The little town of Carystus essayed resistance,
but was quickly overpowered. He next attacked Eretria. The
Athenians sent four thousand men to its aid ; but treachery was
at work among the Eretrians; and the Athenian force received
timely warning from one of the leading men of the city to retire
to aid in saving their own country, instead of remaining to share
in the inevitable destruction' of Eretria, Left to themselves, the
Eretrians repulsed the assanlts of the Persians agninst their walls
for six days; on the seventh they were betrayed by two of their
chiefs, and the Persians oceupied the city. The temples were
burned in revenge for the firing of Sardis, and the inhabitants
were bound, and placed as prisoners in the neighboring islet of
Hgilia. to wait there -till Datis should bring the Athenians to
join them in captivity, when both populations were to be led
into Upper Asia, there to learn their doom from the lips of King
Darius himself.

Flushed with success, and with half his mission thus accom-
plished, Datis re-embarked his troops, and, crossing the little
channel that separates Eubcea from the main land, he encamped
his troops on the Attic coast at Marathon, drawing up his gal-
leys on the shelving beach, as was the custom with the navies
of antiquity. The conquered islands behind him served as
places of deposit for his provisions and military stores. His po-
gition at Marathon seemed to him in every respect advantageous,
and the level mature of the ground on which he camped was
favorable for the employment of his cavalry, if the Athenians
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should venture to engage him. Hippias, who accompanied him,
and acted as the guide of the invaders, had pointed out Mara-
thon asthe best place for a landing, for this very reason. Prob-
ably Hippias was also influenced by the recollection that forty-
seven years previously, he, with his father Pisistratus, had cross-
ed with an army from Eretria to Marathon, and had won an
easy victory over their Athenian enemies on that very plain,
which had restored them to tyrannic power. The omen seemed
cheering. The place was the same; but Hippias soon learned
to his eost how great a change had come over the spirit of the
Athenians.

But though “the fierce democracy” of Athens was zealous and
frue against foreign invader and domestic tyrant, a faction existed
in Athens, as at Eretria, who were willing to purchase a party
triumph over their fellow-citizens at the price of their country’s
ruin. Communications were opened between these men and the
Persian eamp, which would have led to a catastrophe like that of
Eretria, if Miltiades had not resolved and persuaded his eolleagnes
to resolve on fighting at all hazards.

When Miltiades arrayed his men for action, he staked on the
arbitrament of one battle not enly the fate of Atheus; but that of
all Greece; for if Athens had fallen, no other Greek state, except
Lacedsemon, would have had the courage fo resist; and the
Lacedzmonians, though they would probably have died in their
ranks to the last man, never conld have suecessfully resisted the
victorious Persians and the numerous Greek troops which would
have soon marched under the Persian satraps, had they prevailed
sver Athens.

Nor was there any power to the westward of Greece that could
have offered an effectual opposition to Persia, had she once con-
quered Greece, and made that country a basis for future military
operations. Rome was at this time in her season of utmost weak-
ness. Her dynasty of powerful Etruscan kings had been driven
ont; and her infant commonwealth was reeling under the attacks
of the Etruscans and Volscians from without, and the fierce dis-
sensions between the patricians and plebeians within. Etruria,
with her Lmcumos and serfs, was no maitech for Persia. Samnium
had not grown into the might which she afterward put forth; nor
conld the Greek colonies in South Italy and Sicily hope toconquer
when their parent states had perished. Carthage had escaped the
Persian yoke in the time of Cambyses, through the reluctance of
the Phenician mariners to serve against their kinsmen. But
such forbearance could nof long have been relied on, and the
future rival of Rome wonld have become ag submissive a minister
of the Persian power as were the Phenician cities themselves. If
we turn to Spain; or if we pass the great mountain chain, which,

rolonged through the Pyrenees, the Cevennes, the Alps, and the
galk&n, divides Northern from Southern Europe, we shall find
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othing at that period bui mere savage Finns, Celts, Slaves and
Teuntons. Had Persia beaten Athens at Marathon, she could have
found no obstacle fo prevent Darius, the chosen servant of
Ormuzd, from advancing his sway over all the known Western
races of mankind. The infant energies of Europe would have
been trodden ount beneath universal conquest, and the history of
the world, like the history of Asia, have become a mere record of
the rise and fall of despotic dynasties, of the incursions of
h:;rl{:;riwlls hordes, and of the mental and political prostration of
millions beneath the diadem, the tiara and the sword.

Great as the prepondersnce of the Persian over the Afhenian
power at that crisis seems to have been, it would be unjust to
impute wild rashness to the policy of Miltiades, and those who
voted with him in the Athenian council of war, or to look on the
after-current of events as the mere fortunate result of suceessful
folly. As before has been remarked, Miltiades, while prince of
the Chersonese, had seen serviee in the Persian armies; and he
knew by personal observation how many elements of weakness
lurked beneath their imposing aspect of strength. He knew that
the bulk of their troops no longer consisted of the hardy shepherds
and mountaineers from Persia Proper and Kurdistan, who won
Cyrus's battles; but that unwilling contingents from conquered
nations now filled up the Persian muster-rolls, fighting more from
compulsion than from any zeal in the cause of their masters. Hae
had also the sagacity and’ the spirit to appreciate the superiority
of the Greek armor and organization over the Asiatie, notwith-
standing former reverses. Above all, he felt and worthily trusted
the enthusiasm of those whom he led.

The Athenians whom he led had proved by their new-born
valor in recent wars against the neighboring states that “liberty
and equality of civio rights are brave spirit-stirring things, and
they who, while under the yoke of a despot, had been no better
men of war than any of their neichbors, as soon as they were free
became the foremost men of all; for each falt that in fighting fora
free commonwealth, he fought for himself, and whatever he took
in hand, he was zealous to do the work thoroughly.” So the
nearly contemporaneous historian deseribes the change of spirit
that was seen in the Athenians after their tyrants were expelled;*
and Miltiades knew that in leading them against the in\'udin,g
army, where they had Hippias, the foe they most hated, before
them, he was bringing into battle no ordinary men, and could cal-
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culate en no ordinary heroism. As for fraitors, he was suve, that
yWhatever treachery might Inrk among some of the hicher-born and
wealthier Athenians, the rank and fila whom he commanded were
ready to do theirutmostin his and theirown canse. With regard to
future atfacks from Asia, he might reasonably hope that one
victory wonld inspirit all Greece i combine against the common
foe; and that the latent seeds of revolt and disunion in the
Persian empire wonld soon burst forth and paralyze its energies,
80 as to leave Greek independence secure.

With these hopes and risks, Miltiades, on the afternoon of a
September day, 490 3. ¢, gave the word for the Athenian army to
prepare for battle. There were many loeal assoeiations connected
with those mountain heights which were calenlated poweriully to
excite the spirits of the men, and of which the commanders well
knew how to avail themselves in their exhorfations to their treops
before the encounter. Marathon itself was a region sacred to
Hercules.  Close to them wag the fountain of Maearia, who had in
days of yore devoted herself o death for the liberty of her people.
The very plain on which they were to fight was the scene of the
exploits of their national hero, Thesens - and there, too, as old
legends told, the Athenians and the Heraclidm had routed the in-
vader, Eurystheus. These traditions were not mere clondy myths
aridle fictions, but matters of implicit earnest faith to the men of
that day, and many a fervent brayer arose from the Athenian ronks
to the heroic spirits who, while on earth, had striven and suffored
en that very spot, and who were believed to he now heavenly pow-
ers, looking down with interest on their still beloved country, and
capable of interposing with superhuman aid in its behalf.
According to old national custom, the warriors of each tribe

were arrayed together ; neighbor thus fighting by the side of neigh-
bor, friend by friend, and the spirit of emulation and the con-
scionsness of responsibility excited to the very ufmost. The War
ruler, Callimachus, had the leading of the right wing ; the Platseans
formed the extreme left ; and Themistocles and Aristides com-
manded the center. The line consisted of the heayy armed spear-
men only ; for the Greeks (until the time of Iphicrates) took little
or no account of light-armed soldiers in a pitched battle, nsing
them only in skirmishes, or for the pursuit of a defeated enemy,
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in the exerciges of the palmstra, so that there was no fear of ‘heir
ending the charge in breathless exhaunstion ; and it was of the
deepest importance for him to traverse as rapidly as possible the
mile or so of level ground that lay between the mountain fool
and the Persian outpost, and so to get his troops into close action
before the Asiatic eavalry could mount, form and maneunver
against him, or their archers kept him longunder fire, and before
the enemy’s generals could fairly deploy their masses.

«When the Persians,” says Herodotus, *saw the Athenians
running down on them, without horse or bowmen, and scanty in
numbers, they thought them a set of madmen rushing upon cer-
tain destruction.” They began, however, o prepare to receive
them, and the Eastern ¢ iefs arrayed, a3 quickly as time and plaee
allowed, the varied races who served in their motly ranks. Moun.
taineers from Hyrcaniaand Afghanistan, wild horsemen from tha
steppes of Khorassan, and black archers of Ethiopia, swordsinen
from the banks of the Indus, and Oxus, the FEunphrates, and the
Nile, made ready against the enemies of the great King. Bubtng
national cause inspired them except the division of native Per-
gians ; and in the large host there was 1o aniformity of language,
ereed, race, or military system. Still, among them there werq
meny gallant men, under a veteran general ; they were familiarized
with victory, and in contemptuous confidence, their infantry
which alone had time to form, awaited the Athenian charge. On
cama the Greeks, with one unwavering line of leveled spears, againsi
which the light targets, the short lances and cimeters of the Orien-
tals, offered weak defense. The front Tank of the Asiatics must
have gone down to & man ab the first shoek. Still they recoiled
not, but strove by individual gallantry and by weight of num.
bers to make up for the disadvantages of weapons and tactics
and to bear back the shallow lines of the Europeans. In thy
center, where thenative Persians and the Sace fought, they suc-
ceeded in breaking through the weakened part of the Athenian
phalanx ; and the tribes led by Aristides and Themistocles were,
after a brave resistance, driven back over the plain, and chased
by the Persians up the valley toward the inner country. Therd
the nature of the ground gave the cpportunity of rallying and
renewing the struggle. Meanwhile, the Greek Wwings, whers
Miltiades had concentrated his chief strength, had routed tha
Asiatics opposed to them; and the Athenian and Platman of
ficers, instead of pursuing the fugitives, kept their troops well
$n hand, and wheeling round, they formed the two Wings to

ther. Miltiades instanily led them against the Persian center,
B 1ad hitherto been triumphant, but which now fell back,
and prepared to encounter those new and unexpected assailants,
Aristides and Themistocles renewed the fight with their reorgan-
ized troops, and the full force of the Greeks was brought nts

elose action with the Persian and Sacian divisionsof the enemy.
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gaving the rest. They pushed off from the fatal ghore; but even °

here the skill of Datis did nof desert him, and he sailed round to
the western coast of Attica, in hopes to find the city unprotected,
and to pain possession of it from some of the partisans of Hippias.
Miltindes, however, saw and counteracted his maneuver. Leaving
Aristides, and the troops of his tribe, to guard the spoil and the
slain, the Athenian commander led his conquering army by a rapid
night-march back across the country to Athems. And when the
Porsian fleet had doubled the Cape of Sunium and sailed up to
the Athenian harbor in the morning, Datis saw arrayed on the
heights above the city the troops before whom his men had fled on
the preceding evening. All hope of further conquest in Europe
for the time was abandoned, and the baffled armada returned to
the Asiatic coasts.

Affor the battle had been fought, but while the dead bodies
were yet on the ground, the promised re-enforcements from Sparta
arrived. Two thousand ILaeedemonian spearmen, starting im-
mediately after the full moon, had marched the hundred and fifty
miles between Athens and Sparta in the swonderfully short time of
three days. Though too late to share in the glory of the action,
they requested to be allowed to mareh to the battle-field to behold
the Modes. They proceeded thither, gazed on the dead bodies of
the invaders, and then, praising the Athenians and what they had
done, they returned to Lacedmmon.

The number of the Persian dead was 6400 ; of the Athenians,
192. The number of the Plateans who fell is not mentioned; but,
as they fought in the part of the army which was not broken, it car
not have been large.

The apparent disproportion between the losses of the two armies
i5 not surprising when we remember the armor of the Greck spear-
men, and the impossibility of heavy slaughter being inflicted by
gword or lance on troops so armed, as long as they kept firm in their
ranks.*

The Athenian slain were buried on the field of battle. This was
contrary to the usual custom, according to which the bones of ail
who fell fighting for their couniry in each year were deposited in
a public sepulcher in the suburb of Athens called the Cerameicus.
But it was felt that a distinction ought to be made in the funeral
homors paid to the men of Marathen, even as their merit had been
distinguished over that of all other Athenians. A lofty mound was
raised on the plain of Marathon, beneath which the remains of the
men of Athens who fell in the battlewere deposited. Ten columns
were erected on the spot, one for each of the Athenian tribes; and
on the monumental column of each fribe were graven the names
of those of its members whose glory it was to have fallen in the

+ Mitford well refers o Crecy, Poletiers, and Agincourt as Instances Ji
similar u.lsparlt_v of 10ss between the conquersrs and the conguered.

* that they have heard the shouts of the
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e s R B e
6&3&»'61;0,{0:, AL eroes of antiquity, the Mapa
separate tumulus was raised over the bodies of i
=) f i % t
;,;‘t:iani argu} g?llécz)lth'u 011; er the light-armed slaves who hiil]; ts{l]tt’nn f:iz
monumené i thleu tene' bsitt}.rauf There was algo a separate funeral
s diﬁ el'ta to whose genius the victory was mainly
S liwdtl not live long after his achievemnent at Mara-
h hi;; LR ong enough to experience & lamentable reverse
o wels u{;}; ‘rtl;)l~\¥t§% g i;:;ﬁzs DA: slmm as the Persians had qitit:téd
% gean, he propose :
:ha;&thi:}mn people that 211(53' shnitl(()l [tiﬁoé‘t??i{lvzitt;n z:ﬁs‘eilbigff
atpfzi)jjgl i:on -ﬂtﬁ fores of soldiers and military stores g‘&nd‘ : ;ia:el b;
pmmhisinl?l']m ; bot telling them whither he meant to le.urllit., bI:t
L g%vebhi:zmd't!-lflft if they wounld equip the force he asked. for,
T iscretionary powers, he wonld lead it to a lzmd’
Pt thm?st'gombm' abundance to be won with ease. The
s Oil;.te elieved in the existence of Eastern realms
by L\e]ie\'g(l d, 1}; firmly as the Eunropeans of the sixteenth
Sy et i e o b Alb st prc
s that ¢ : ; Marathon, and tl
ag?g;tosin:gr\:uzlt‘i;ﬂ about to lead them on a secret :\J;i?:ﬁ?;
o dumimone ri!fland unprotected cities of treasnre in the Per-
g is‘fr 1e armament was voted and equipped, and
e ;uml {11 om :&_.tExL_-a, no one but Miltindes knm-.‘ing' Its dis-
i ﬂl)])k‘ilr”‘dje L;rz.t—} isle of Paros was reached, when his true
At Pl'illc‘e of “;1 E’irli_lmr years, while connected with the Per-
S PR e Chersonese, Miltindes had been involved in
Samanel mih vne of the leading men among the Parians, wh
e 'l:nurt ofmtcm?‘lt and caused someslights o be put upoﬁ hin(;
ol U irufl ersian satrap Hydarnes. The feud had ever
Faco skl 1“ 18 h_mrt of the Athenian chief, and he now at-
e prd.e:xt, & I tho synlw. of avenging himself on his ancient enem
rninied s agn neral of the Athenians, was, that the Parians has&
bt £¢| £ nament of Datis with a war-galley. The Parians
reat about terms of surrender, but used the time ;]}::r:i

* Pansal $
ab nighe bf;m-?l ;Ef:«:!tﬁi.u‘!rgh {mplicit belief, that the battle-fleld was ha
SnOrting of horses wers b mlf“ and that, the nolse of combatants a i iho
i"‘e‘l the change of Cr:‘édll:'%lridﬁnﬁ[)}l?d mil o S{mw};”h“;!?gﬁ;ﬂ]:

EYATHAL Sra Do cleeds » shepherds of the neigl still bo-

1at speciral warriors contend on the plain m"}n';'fifﬁ,';]?{"!f{.‘zi".?.”i’(i*"

:’L‘.iﬁ?f' Sl combatants and the nelghing of 1,]?;
iR G G e e i wors a1
o0 thetr primorsan ships, and 1t was in K that the Greeks suffar
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they thus gained in repairing the defective parts of the forfifict=
tions of their ecity, and they then set the Athenians at defiance. S50
far, says Herodotus, the accounts of all the Greeks agree. But the
Parians in after years told also a wild legend, how a caplive riest-
ess of a Parian temple of the Deities of the Earth promisedPMilt.i-
ades to give him the means of capturing Paros; how, at her bid-
ding, the Athenian general went alone at night and forced his way
into & holy shrine, near the city gate, but with what purpose it
was not known; how a supemstur&i awe came oOver him, and in
his flicht he fell and fractured his leg; how an oracle afterwerd
forbade the Parians to punish the sacrilegious and traitorous priest-
esa, ““‘because it was fated that Miltiades shonld come to an ill
end, and she was only the instrument to lead him to evil.” Such
was the tale that Herodotus heard ab Paros. Certain it was that
Miltiades either dislocated or broke his leg during &n UNSUCCESsS-
ful siege of the city, and returned home in evil plight with his bat
fled and defeated forces.

The indignation of the Athenians was proportionate to the hope
and excitement which his promises had raised. Xanthippus, tne
head of one of the first families in Athens, indicted him before the
supreme popular gribunal for the eapital offense of having deceived
the people. His guilt was andeniable, and the Athenians passed
their verdict accordingly. But the recollections of Liemnos and
Marathon, and the sight of the fallen general, who lay stretched
on & conch before them, pleaded snccessfully in mitigation of pun-
jshment, and $he sentence was commuted from death to & fine of
fifty talents. This was paid by his son, the afterward illustrious
Cimon, Miltiades dying, soon after the trial, of the injury which
he had received at Paros.*

* The commonplace calumnies against the Athenians ting Miltiades
i er fn b

have been well answered by Sir ward Lytton Bulwe his “ Rise and
Fall of Athens,” and Bishop Thirlwall in the second volume of his * History
of Greece ;" buf they have received their most complete refutation from Mr.
Grote. In the fourth volume of his History, p- 490, et. seq., and notes. 1
quite concur with him that, ‘“looking to the practice of the Athenian dicas-
tery in criminal cases, thatnfty talents was the Ininor penaliy actually
ploposed by the defenders of Miltiades themselves as 8 substitute for the
punishment of death. Tn those penal cases at Athens where the punish-
frient was not fixed beforehand by the terms of the law, if the person_ac-
cused was found guilty, It was customary to submit to the jurors subse-
quently and separately the question as to amount of punishment. First,
the accuser named the pepalty which he thought suitable; next, the ac-
cused person was called upon toname an amount of penalty for himself,
and the jurors were constrained to take their cholce between these two, nO
third gradation of penalty being admissable for consideration. Of course,
under such circumstances, 1t was the interest of the accused party to name,
even in his own case, some reil and serions pendilty, something which the
jurors nt be likely to deem notb wholly inadequate 1o his crime just
{vam - for if he proposed some penalty only trifiing, he drove them to pre-
or the heavier sentence recommended by his opponent.” The storles of
Mitiades having been castinto prison and Qi there, and of his having
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The melancholy end of Miltiades, after his elevatio
height of power and glory, must often have been rec]:ﬂ!tr?ds:)c?hg
minds of the ancient Greeks by the sight of one in particular of
the memorials of the great battle which he won. This was the re-
markable statue (minutely described by Pausanias) which the
Athenians, in the time of Pericles, cansed to be hewn outof a huge
bloc_k of marble, which, it was believed, had been provided by
g]:;pas, to form a trophy of the anticipated victory of the Persians
g idias fashioned out of this a colossal image of the gnddcaé
Nemesis, the deity whose peculiar function was to visit the exuber-
ant prosperity both of nations and individuals with sudden and
awful reverses. This statue was placed in a temple of the goddess
at Rhamnus, about eight miles from Marathon. Athens itself con
tained numerons memorials of her primary great victory. Panenu ]
the cousin of Phidias, represented it in fresco on the walls of th&e
painted _pnru.h; and, centuries afterward, the fignres of Miltiades
and Cul}mmuhu% at the head of the Athenians were conspieuou;
in the freseco. The tutelary deities were exhibited taking pa‘rt in
the fray. In the back-ground were seen the Phenician galleys
and, nearer to the spectator, the Athenians and Platzans (d"i‘:;’-
tingmished by their leather helmets) were chasing ronted Asmti(:s-
into the marshes and the sea. The baitle was seulptured also on
the Temple of Victory in the Acropolis, and even now there ma
be traced on the frieze the figures of the Persian combatants wit
thel_t lunar shields, their bows and quivers, their curved cimete
th%:. loose téows;ers, and Phrygian tiaras.* o
ese and other meémorials of Marathon were the C
f:.gm_ meridian age of Athenian intellectual splendor, o?iﬁg?:ﬁ: 2;
hidias and Pericles ; for it was not merely by the gcn(*rgtiun
whom the battle liberated from Hippias and the Medes that the
tr_:anscem'lent importance of their victory was gratefully recog-
fuzed. Through the whole epoch of her prosperity, through the
;g}gtn(q)lﬁrmkpn;clls oli.' he:hdr-:eny, through centuries after her fall
eng looked back 3 i :
A e fodked bao on the day of Marathon as the brightest of her

been saved from death only by the Interpositio rytan
, S n of the is .
i e
CE 0 I Spec em 13 sive, It 1S true that P

gg {ﬁg%ﬁu says !r;r&a;, LE::‘ é\;}agﬂu&sl pa;?;dra Yoko torthirw. ;1] ?1%1;1}33}.?{3
T e g T e T e Tt Cen s

1 t - z ato, with all his transcendent jus
was as Niebuhr has termed him, 8 very indiff ( hio oved
blacken the character of his t‘u;.lmn"ryﬂ i awice Y eatnas pad 1¥
the fact wasnot that the [;n'tanls 'al:q u(f).ux.muoal b e e
yate of capital punishment, and s poke in !l:‘. e e T D et
{@n a passage written to show lla‘r}ml‘-i'mrt T Shat DOroll AP tan Siatie:

en {0 £ & Imis unes that berell Athenian stal

men) would readily exagge 3 Ih his
aan) uld Iy e rate this fact into the story that appears in his

X
* Wordsworth’s “Greece,” p. 118,
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By a natural blending of pafriofic pride with grateful piety,
the very spirits of the Atherians who fell at Marathon were deified
by their countrymen. The inhabitants of the district of Mara-
thon paid religious rites to them ; and orators solemnly invoked
them in their most impassioned adjurations before the ¢ ssembled
men of Athens. ‘Nothing was omitted that could keep alive
the remembrance of & deed which had first tanght the Athenian
people to know its own strength, by measuring 1t with the power
which had subdued the greater part of the known world.” The
eonsciousness thus awakened ﬁxm% its character, its station, and its
destiny ; it was the spring of ifs later great actions and ambitious
enterprises.®

Tt was not indeed by one defeat, however signal, that the pride
of Persia could be broken, and her dreams of mniversal empire
dispelled. Ten years safterward she renewed her attempts upon
Furope upon a grander scale of enterprise, and was repulsed by
Greece with greater and reiterated loss. TLarger forces and heav-
ier slanghter than had bBeen seen at Marathon signalized the con-
flicts of Greeks and Persians nt Artemisium, Salamis, Platea, and
the Enrymedon. But, mighty and momentous as these battles
were, they ranked not with Marathon in importance. They orig-
inated no new impulse. They turned back no current of fate.
They were merely confirmatory of the already existing bias which
Marathon had created. The day of Marathon is the critical epoch
in the history of the twonations. It broke forever the spell of
Persian  invincibilibty, which had previously paralyzed men’s
minds. It generated among the Greeks the spirit which beat back
Xerxes, and afterward led on Xenephon, Agorilaus, and Alexander,
in terrible retaliation through their Asiatic campaigns. It se-
cured for mankind the intellectual treasures of Athens, the growth
of free institutions, the liberal enlightenment of the Western
world, and the gradual ascendency for many ages of the great
principle of Europesn civilization.

FXPLARATORY REMARES ON SOME OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES o
TaE BATTLE OF MARATHON.

NormiNG is said by Herodotus of the Persian cavalry taking any
part in the battle, although he mentions that Hippias recoms
mended the Persians to land at Marathon, because the plan was
favorable for cavalry revolutions. Im the life of Miltiades, which
is usnally cited as the production of Cornelius Nepos, but which I
believe to be of no authority whetever, it is said thak Miltiades

* Thirlwall.
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ﬁﬁﬁm\%ﬁﬁg i}i:;n\ﬁsfrg;ln ttlh: iqegxy’u lmralelby an abatis of felled
L ) the mgh ground he would not hav.
quired this defense, and it is not likel ersiania womlA
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v all : : > a passage in S
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I rreeks wWho were serving compulsorily in th
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o o oaninn ] iltindes that the Persian cavalry
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ing i ink ; ine from the
ning is, I think, proved by the line t
en;]s;l}:: ?:E’leif;i lm%e already guoted, and to which my attent;og
Was ;}xlléd by Sir Edward Bulwer's account of thebattle. I th;:d
tlu;t the succeeding lines i}]: IA;istop!nmea:),f ?llaior 2;;%;][_\: h;ll;({) od
justify the deseription whic ave given :
i?:::{grfs? i;eifii%ﬂq: a fire of arrows over the heads of their com-
rades, as the Normans did at Hastings.

—

. C. 490
£ EVvENTS BETWEEN THE B_am‘g OF M.\mmc‘m, B. O.
Syr:ﬂﬁs;;gﬁ)mu oF THE ATHENIANS AT SYRACUSE, B. C. 413.

7 i ith tions made by
1 490 to 487. All Asia filled with the preparatio; !
Kiﬁé%:ﬁus for a new expedition against Greece. ’lhemisml(]:lgs
orsAndes the Athenians to leave off dividing the proceeds of their
gil\:ér mines among themselves, and to employ the money in

thening their navy. 2
Et;??!_gﬂll‘lt;;}stgmvgllts frojlr:u the Persians, and delays the expedition

Bgié‘f%ﬁﬁ?&ies, and Xerxes his son becomes King of Persia in
his stead. :
484 The Persians rec&ver Egy};t.
: xes invades Greece. Ind :
Pjri%nxsnrﬁ(%reek fleets at Artemisium. Destruction of the t]firee
bundred Spartans at Thermopyle. 'll‘hp tﬁlt—:;le(l)nt;igz (;:::nksoa?t
At o on shipboard. Great naval victd
g:&ﬁii?dxgerxes I'EtII]ll’DE-i to Asia, 'lemntl:g g chl(:sen army under
sus to carry on the war against the Greess. ;
MT’-F%O%I“:;clanius 5;u:nd his army destroyed by the Gre.e]u? atfl”la.-
teea. ; The Greeks land in Asia Minor, and defeat)n Persian orclc{
at Mycale. In this and the foll ywing years the Persians lose &l
theiryconquests in Furope, and many on the-cm_.a't of Asia. o
457. Many of the Greek marifime states take Athens as their
-r instead of Sparta. .
]e:;cét;r l'\‘};cz?;ies quCimou over the Persians af th’e 'I}'r:iryﬁedon._
464" Revolt of the Helois against Sparta. Thir essenian

decizive actions between the

ersia. The Athenians send &
i o Egyptians i fter gaming

nt to aid the Egyptians, W}uc’u, afl

destroyed; and Egyptsubmits. This war lasted

'a;é(}. Egypt again revolts against P

powerful armame
gome successes, 18

sn;g‘_?‘ar%aﬁ in Greece between the Athenian and geveral Pelopon-

] ] t this time. “There

-+ siates. Immense exertions of Athens a e D

,ilsezgkigginal inseription still p;gserr_ct_‘. mhtbe ﬂtlgr: Fi?;b%.;;
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tests the energies of Athens at this cTISIS, W A
in modern wars, at once sought conques

ﬁ?eéuenemies sthome. At the period we now advert to (5. o
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457), an Athenian armament of two hundred galleys was engaged
in a bold though unsuccessful expedition against Egypt. The
Athenian crews had landed, had won a battle; they had then re-
embarked and sailed up the Nile, and were busily besieging the
Persian garrison at Memphis. As the complement of a trireme
galley was at least two hundred men, we can not estimate the
forces then employed by Athens against Egypt at less than forty
thousand men. At the same time, she kept squadrons on the
coasts of Phenicia and Cyprus, and yet maintained a home fleet
that enabled her to defeat her Peloponnesian enemies at Cecry-
phale and ZEgina, capturing in the last engagement seventy gal-
leys. This last fact may give us some idea of the strength of the
Athenian home fleet that gained the victory, and by adopling ths
same ratio of multiplying whatever number of galleys we suppose
to have been employed by two hundred so as togain the aggregate
number of the crews, we may form some estimate of thes forces
which this little Greek state then kept on foot. Between sixty
and seventy thousand men must have served in her fleets during
that year. Her tenacity of purpose was equal to her boldness of
enterprise. Sooner than yield or withdraw from, aay of their ex-
peditions, the Athenians at this very time, wken Corinth sent an
army to attack their garrison at Megara did not recall a single crew
or a single soldier from Zgina or from abwoad; but the lads and
old men, who had been left to gnard the sty, fought and won a
battle against these new assailants. Tae inscription which we
have referred to is graven on a votive tablet to the memory of tha
dead, erected in that year by the Erechthean tribe, one of the ten
into which the Athenians were divided. It shows, as Thirlwall
has remarked, ‘that the Athenians were conscious of the greatness
of their own effort;’ and in it this little civie community of the an.
cient world still ‘records to us with emphatic simplicity, that its
slain fell in Cyprus, in Egypt, in Phenicis, at Haliz, in Zgins,
in Megara, in the same year.” ™

445, A thirty years’ truce concluded between Athens and Lac-
edzmmon.

440. The Samians endeavor to throw off the supremacy of
Athens. Samos completely reduced to subjection. Pericles is
now sole director of the Athenian councils.

431. Commencement of the great Peloponnesian war, in which
Sparta, al the head of nearly all the Peloponnesian states, and
aided by the Baotians and some of the other Greeks beyond the
Isthmus, endeavors to reduce the power of Athens, and to restore
independence to the Greek maritime states who were the subject
allies of Athens. At the commencement of the war the Pelopon-
nesian armies repeatedly invade and ravage Attica, but Athens

* Pgans of the Athenian Navy.




