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Syvorsis or EveENTs BETWEEN THE DEFEAT OF THE ATHENIANS AT
SYRACUSE AND THE DBATTLE OF ARBELA.

412 B. C. Many of the subject allies of Athens reyolt from het
on Ler disasters before Syracuse being known; the seat of war is
transferred to the Hellespont and eastern side of the Agean.

410. The Carthaginians attempt to make conguests in Sieily.

407. Cyrus the Younger is sent by the King of Persia to fake
the government of all the maritime parts of Asia Minor, and with
orders to help the Iacedsmmonian fleet against the Athenian.

406, Agrigentum faken by the Carthagimians.

405, The last Athenian fleet destroyed by Lysander at Zgospos
gami. Athens closely besieged. Rise of the power of Dionysius
at Syracuse.

404 Athens surrenders. End of the Peloponnesian war. The
ascendency of Sparta complete thronghout Greece.

403. Thrasybulus, aided by the Thebans and with the conni-
vance of one of the Spartan kings, liberates Athens from the Thirty
Tyrants, and restores the democracy.

401, Cyrus the Younger commences his expedition into Uppet
Asia o dethrone his brother Artaxerxes Mnemon. He fakes with
him an auxiliary force of ten thousand Greeks. He is killed in
battle at Cunaxa, and the ten thousand, led by Xenophon, effecl
their retreat in spite of the Persian armies and the natural obstacles
of their march.

399, In this and the five following years, the Lacedsmonians,
under Agesilaus and other commanders, carry on War against the
Persian satraps in Asia Minor.

396. Syracuse besieged by the Carthaginians, and successfully
defended by Dionysius.

304 Rome makes her first great stride in the career of conquest

by the capture of Veil

393. Tho Athenian admiral, Conon, in conjunction with the
Persian satrap Pharnabazus, defeats the Lacedimonian fleet off
Cnidus, and restores the fortifications of Athens. Several of the
former allies of Sparta in Greece carry on hostilities against her.

388, Thoe nations of Northern Europe now first appear in
authentic history. Thae Gauls overrun great part of Italy and burn
Rome. Rome recovers from the blow, but her old enemies the
Aquians and Volscians are left completely crushed by the Gallic
invaders.

437. The peace of Antalcidas is concluded among the Greeks by
the mediation, and under the sanction, of the Persian king. :

378 to 361. Fresh wars in Greece. Epaminondas raises Thebes
%o be the leading state of Greece, and the supremacy of Sparta is
destroyed at the battle of Leuctra. Epaminondas is killed in
gaining the victory of Mantinea, and the power of Thebes falla
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with him. The Atheni balanci
S};?_rt’a ﬁdl‘l?hebe& nians attempt a cing system between
29. Philip becomes king of Macedon
ItSS:z;u'};h:hbegilsag‘fm;tl;rmks out in Greece, and lasts three yeara,
bt 8 altempt of Athens to regain her old maritime
356. Alexander the Great is bo
343. Rome begins her wars mtinth 3 i
) 8 y e Samnites: they
a period of fifty years. The end of this obstlilf:te m:gtee‘]:t ?Fd e,
cug:ol‘c;‘hcr the dominion of Haly ikt
. Fresh attempts of the Carthagini 3 i
pleon defeats them }with great S?ﬂ]}éiﬁl{f:ﬂﬂs RO

338. Philip defeats the confederate i
St : d ¢ armies of Athens and Thebes
!ySestabiil;;ae'dsfnd the Macedonian supremacy over Greece is firm-
36. Philip is assassinated, and Alexand
) : ted, xander the Gre
king of Macedon. He gains several victories over :ﬁzt r?c?f&?f:

barbarians who had attack L
e conjuncti:ma cked Macedonia, and destroys Thebes,

e M oaya with Athens, had taken up arms against
334 Alexander passes the Hellespont.

CHAPTER IIL

THE BATTLE OF ARBELA, B.C, 331,

Alexander deserves the glo

: ry which he has enjoyed
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A roxe and not uninstructive list might be made o i
g;t]ms f:;loen wl.mse characters have been vindieated (lult}iflgirzzgjgi
- es from aspersions which for centuries had been thrown on

em. The spirit of modern inquiry, and the tendency of modern
scholarship, both of which are often said to be solely negut-h‘a
snd destructive, bave, in truth. restored to splendor, and al
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most creaved anew, far more than they have assailed with censure,
or dismissed from consideration as unreal. The fruth of many a
brilliant narrative of brilliant exploits has of late years been
triumphantly demonsirated, and the shallowness of the skeptical
scoffs with which little minds haye carped at the great minds of
antiqnity has been in many instances decisively exposed. The
laws, the politics and fthe lines of action adopted or recommended
by eminent men and powerful nations have been examined with
keener investigation, and considered with more comprehensive
judgment than formerly were brought to bear on these subjects.
The resunlt has been at least as often favorable as unfavorable
to the persons and the states so scrufinized, and many an
oft-repeated slander against both measures and men has thus
been silenced, we may hope forever,

The veracity of Herodotus, the pure patriotism of Pericles, of
Demosthenes, and of the Gracchi, the wisdom of Clisthenes and
of Licinius as constitutional reformers, may be mentioned as facts
which recent writers have cleared from unjust suspicion and cen-
sure. And it might be easily shown that the defensive tendency,
which distinguishes the present and recent great writers of Ger-
many, France and England, has been equally manifested in the
gpirit in which they have treated the herces of thought and heroes
of action who lived during what we termed the Middle Ages, and
whom it was so long the fashion to sneer at or neglect.

The name of the victor of Arbela has led to these reflections;

for, although the rapidity and extent of Alexander’s conquests
have through all ages challenged admiration and amazement,
the grandeur of genius which he displayed in his schemes of com-
merce, civilization, and of comprehensive union and onity among
nations, has, until Iately, been comparatively unhonored. This
long-continued depreciation was of early date. The ancient
rheforicians—a class of babblers, & school for lies and seandal,
a3 Niebuhr justly termed them-—chose, among the stock themes
for their commonplaces, the character and exploits of Alexander.
They had their followers in every age ; and, until a very recent
period, all who wished to “ point a moral or adorn a tale,” about
unreasoning ambifion, extravagant pride, and the formidable
phrensies of free will when leagued with free power, have
never failed fo blazon forth the so-called madman of Macedonia
as one of the most glaring examples. Without doubt, many of
these wrifers adopted with implicit credence tradifional ideas,
and supposed, with uninquiring philanthropy, that in blackening
Alexander they were doing humanity good service. But also,
without doubt, many of his assailants, like those of other great
men, have been mainly instigated by “ that strongest of all an-
tipathies, the antipathy of a second-rate mind to a first-rate
one,”® and by the envy which talent too often bears to genius.

* Destacl,
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Arrfan, who wrete his histovy of Alexander when Hadrian was
emperor of jche Roman world, and when the spirit of declamation
and dogmatism was< at its full height, but who was himself unlike
the drean ing pedants of the schools, a statesman and a su’ldiur of
practical und proved ability, well rebuked the malevolent asper-
sions whick he heard continnally thrown upon the memory of the
conquerer of the East. Hetrulysays: < Let the man who speaks
evil of Alexander not merely bring forward those passages of
_Ale;mnders life which were Teally svil, but let him collect and
review all the actions of Alexander, and then let him thoroughly
consider first who and what manner of man he himself is, and
what has been his own career ; and then let him consider who and
what manner of man Alexander was, and to what an eminence of
human grandenrke arrived. Let him consider that Alexander
was a Klng, and the undisputed lord of two continents, and that
his name 18 renowned throughout the whole earth. et the eyil-
speaker against Alexander bear all thisin mind, and then let him
reflect on his OWn insignificance, the pettiness of his own circum-
stances and affairs, and the blunders that hs makes about these,
paltry and trifling as they are. Let him then ask himself
whether he is a fit person to censure and revile such a man as
A]ex_andvr. I bei_luve that there was in his timeno nation of men,
1o city, nay, no single individual with whom Alexander's name
had not become a familiar word. I therefore hold that such a
man, who was like no ordinary mortal, was not horn into the
wc:ltgiwwho%tfiome special providence.”*

nd one of the most distingnished soldiers and writer
own nation, Sir Walter Raleigh, though he failed m:ﬁiﬁ?ﬁeojfn?t?;
the full merits of Alexandér, has expressed his sense of the

grandenr o'f the part played in the world by “the great Emathian
conguerer " in language that well deserves quotation.

So much hath the spirit of some one man excelled as it hath
n-ndertal;en and affected the alteration of the greatest states and
gummunweals,_the erection of monarchies, the conquest of king-

oms and empires, guided handfuls of men against multitndes of
fl?‘u“! bodily strength, contrived victories beyond all hope and
f;lblcm'nrsﬁelof reason, converted the fearful passions of his own
OLOWers mito magnanimity, and the valor of his enemies into cow-
ardice ; such spirits bave been stirred up in sundry ages of the
::;orld, m:.ul in divers parts thereof, to eroct and cast down again,
qtmestabhsh and to destroy, and to bring all things, persons, ané
= s to the same certain ends, which the infinite spirit of the
d‘rgue-rsai, piercing, moving, and governing all things, hath or-
m;wd, Certainly, the things that this king did weze marvelous,
Ekhm would hardly have been undertaken by anyone else: and

ough his father had determined to have invaded the Lesser Asin,

® Arrian Hb. viL, ad finem,
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it is like enongh that he would have contented himself with oms
part thereof, and not have discovered the river of Indus, as this
man did.”*

A higher authority than either Arrian or Ralcigh may now be
referred to by those who wish to know the real merit of Alexandex
as a general, and how far the commonplace assertions are
frue that his successes were the mere results of fortunate rash-
ness and unreasoning pugnacity. Napoleon selected Alex-
ander as one of the seven oreatest generals whose noble deeds
history has handed down to us, and from the stady of whose
compaigns the principles of war are to be learned. The critique
of the greatest conquerer of modern times on the military careet
of the great conquerer of the 01d World is noless graphic than true.

« Alexander crossed the Dardanelles 334 B. 0., with an army of
about forty thousand men, of which one eighth was cavalry ; he
forced the passage of the Granicus in opposition to anariay nnder
Memmon, the Greek, who commanded for Darius on the ¢oast of
Agia, and he spent the whole of the year 333 in establishirg his
bower in Asia Minor. He was seconded by the Greek coionies,
—ho dwelt on the borders of the Black Sea and on the Mediterran-
ean, and in Sardis, Ephesus, Tarsus, Miletus, & The kings o
Persi, left their provinees and towns to be governed according to
their own particular laws. Their empire Was 8 Union of eonfeder-
ate states, and did not form one nation; this facilitated 1ts congquest.
As Alexander only wished for the throne of the monarch, he easily
affected the change by respecting the customs, manners. and laws
of the people, who esperienced no change in their conditions.

«Tp the year 332 he mef with Darius st the head of sixty thom-
gand men, who had taken up 8 position near Tarsus, on the banks

of the Issus, in the province of Cilicia. He defeated him, en-
tered Syria, took Pamascus, which contained all the riches of the
great king, and 1aid siege to Tyre. This superb metropolis of the
commerce of the world detained him nine months. He took
Gaza, after a siege of two months ; crossed the Desert in seven
days ; entered Pelusium and Memphis, and founded Alexan-
dria. In less than two years, after two battles and four or_five
gieges, the coasts of the Black Sea, from Phasis fo Byzantinm,
those of the Mediterranean as far s Alexandria, all Asia Minor,
Syria and Egypt, had submitted to his arms.
<Tn 331 he repassed the Desert, encamped in Tyre, recrossed

Seria, entered Damascus, passed the Euphrates and Tigris, and

defeated Darius on the field of Arbela, when he was at the head

of a still stronger army than that which he commanded on the

Tssus, and Babylon opened her gates to him. In 330 he overren

Susa and took that city, Persepolis, and Farsa arda, which coD-

tained the tomb of Cyrus. In 399 he directed his course no

e

= Tho Historle of the World,” by Sir Walter Ealeigh, Knight, P. (7%
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1 See Arnoid, Hist. Rome, i1, p. 406,
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Minor; Syria, and Egypt, which had been caused by the Macedo
pian conguest of the East.

In Upper Asis, beyond the Euphrates, the direct and material
influence of Greek ascendency was Iore ghort-lived. Yet, dur-
ing the existence of the Hellénic kingdoms in these regions,
especially of the Greek kingdom of Baetria, the modern Bokhara,
very important effects were produced on the intellectual tenden-
cies and tastes of the inhabitants of those countries, and of the
adjacent ones, by the animating contact of the Grecian spirib.
Much of Hindoo science and philosophy, much of the literature
of the later Persian kingdom of the Arsacidem, either originated
from, or was largely modified by, Grecian influences. So, also,
the learning and science of the A rabians werein a far less de-
gree the result of original invention and genius, than the repro-
duetion, in an altered form, cfthe Greek philosophy and the Greek
lore, acquired by the Saracenic conguerers, together with their
acquisition of the provineces which Alexander had subjugated,
nearly a thonsand years before the armed disciples of Mohammed
commenced their career in the Fast, It is well known that
Western Europein the Middle Ages drew its philosophy, its arts,
and its science principally from Arabian teachers. And thus we

see how theintellectual influence of ancient Greece poured on the

Eastern world by Alexander’s victories, and then brought back to
bear on Medimval Europe by the spread of the Saracenic powers,
has exerted its action on the elements of modern civilization by
this powerful though indirect channel, as well as by the more
obvious effects of the remnants of classic civilization which sur-
vived in Italy, Gaul, Britain, and Spain, after the irruption of the
Germanic nations.*

These considerations invest the Macedonian frinmphs in the
East with never-dying interest, such as the most showy and san-
gUinary successes of mere ** low ambition and the pride of kings,”
however they may dazzle for a moment, ean never retain with
posterity. Whether the old Persian empire which Cyrus founded
conld have survived much longer than it did, even if Darius had
been victorious at Arbela, may safely be disputed. That ancient
dominion, like the Turkish at the present time, labored under
every cause of decay and dissolution. The satraps, like the
modern pashaws, continually rebelled against the central power,
and Egypt in particular was almos talways in a state of insurrec-
tion aganst the pominal sovereign. There was 110 longer any
effective central control, or any internal principle of unity fused
through the huge mass of the empire, and binding it together.
Persia was evidently about to fall; bab bad it not been for
Alexander’s invasion of Asia, she would most probably have fallen
beneath some other Oriental power, as Media and Babylon had

* See Humbolit’s * Cosmos.”
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formerly fallen before herself, and as, in after ti i
Tlﬁ[;r:;m;\lcy gave twn.y h} t!t]i(: revived ascendency o?l]:eg:'i:hi?a ff?m
der the scepters o e Arsacidm. : i
substituted one Eastern power for anothe‘t \53‘2;:1“};115; lt:otelz’;';: mt(;;e{y
ba;rlen nn{ii unprofitable to mankind. e
exander's victory at Arbela not onl v i H
s}}-mmty, lt:mt (?F-‘t;ll')lli.‘:‘!é:?h'l Eunropean mlc:rayir? :::Tt:;g ml?rii?)tl:;
he monotony of the Eastern world by the impfeq‘;ior'x f Wes
energy and superior civilization, even as England’s 0~' S
sion is o break up the mental and moral R]t;‘al}r{ﬁ:gg]: clm)fnls;f{llli;mIZ
Cathay by pouring upon and through them the impnulsive -
of Anglo-Saxon commerce and (r.unq;;est. : el
Arbela, the cify which has furnished its name to the decisive
l)qttle which gave Asia to Alexander, lies more than twent
ﬁxéff 1fz:mu the ];wtmd ]scone of confliet. The little village, fhm{
ed Guagemels, is close to the spot where & ies met, b
has ceded ti}e honor of naming t-l;(la battle i?) tilt:jr?arﬂn:;e:x:nﬁ&z}!m
neighbor. Gaugamela is situate in one of the wide ; lu.iisot]llm:
lie between the Tigris and the mountains of I{urdistgn A fa
Enduiatmg hillocks' diversify the surface of this sandy tmc?:
ut the ground is generally level, and admirably qualified for th '
svoluiions of eavalry and also calenlated to give the larger lel
t:\‘ﬂ armies the full advantage of numerical Hll[l.eﬁol‘it}' 3 'T'l(l)
Persian king (who, before he came to the throne, had pf&red Lhi:
personal yvalor as a soldier and his skill as a uc-z;eml) bad wisel
iqlec‘t—ad this region for the third and decigive encounter beha-"eeg
his forces and the invader. The previous defeats of his troo
Ihmve'\'er severe they had been, were not looked on as irrepa.mbl;:’
The Granicus had been fought by his generals rashly and without
mutual eoncert; and, though Darius himself had commanded
and been beaten at Issus, that defeat might be attributed to the
disadvantageons nature of the ground, whebre. cooped up betwee
the mountains, the river, and the sea, the numbers of the l"l.‘-rlq' <
confused and clogged alike the generals gkill and the solciilzll'l'
yrowess, and their very strength had been made their weakne
ere, on the broad plains of Kurdistan, there was scépe fo} A.sis‘?-
largest host to array its lines, to wheel, to skirmish, to mndensen'
expand its squadrons, to maneuver, and to charge at will ‘Sh()'l;‘:;
Alexander and his scanty band dare to plunge into that ].ltm vl
DII\;'M_, thjg:l-t(h;sfrnctinu seemed inevitable, o
_Darius felt, however, the critical nature to himse
his adversary of the coming encounter. Hglitssglaiciﬂhloﬁ o
retrieve the consequences of a third overthrow. The great eiti[es L{E
Mesopotamia and Upper Asia, the central provinees of il;e I’ersi-;'l
;}npztro, were certain to be at the mercy of the victor. Darius ]il’.l:"w
th? llel.i_‘\.smii‘_!c character well enough to be aware how it yields to
5 prestige of success and the apparent career of destiny. He felk
at the diadem was now to be either firmly replaced on his gwn
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brow, or to ba irrevocably transferred to the head ofllzllzsﬂfliﬁrrgpea”ﬂe.r
SO nerer. He, therefore, during the long 1n_f_crvz:_ i el
the battl= of Issus, while Alexander was sub_mgmhiggb;;t 2o
Egvpt.. o blISied]'llcllnlse(]{ i:lln ti:ﬁf;;;nfis vm'ie(f forces o
rast viresupplied, an traini r
mlﬁizgsﬁe\rﬂtvifl?gome ugii_formity of discipline ni:_\ld 23 qtlzlr?w rEa
The hardy mountaineers of Afghanistan, Bo t\}:; R
Thibet were then, as at present, far dlﬁ‘erentF to ‘L}%ese alty o
Asiatics in warlike spirit and endurance. . r'c;nfnntry‘ L
Darins collected large bodies of admirable 1 g g
countries of the modern Kurds and ’I‘nrko_mansbsrll{lpund. a3 o
3o now, squadrons of horsemen, hardy, skﬂi}il,_ 0 o(t 200 Sl
inl. life of constant activity and warfare. : lS]‘l S
to notice that the ancestors of our own late :a]m.n;aﬁ; TLé)’ =
;ed as allies of Darius against the Macedon N ek el
senlf* of in Arrian as Indians who dwelt near ﬂh e
o L?tmchod- to the troops of thab satrapy, and lt; eir r?‘arm?
“fx;eone of the most formidable forces in the whn}e e!;“;'mm oy
ki Besides these picked troops, contingents also Fazuati lKing. =
merous other provinces that yet obeygd the Gr ”.3 K
305 ther, the horse are said to have been forty U (cla e
mg'e]..l ’[b’ ring chariots two hundred, and the arme e ] ban
%cgt >r(i_ it;f mﬁnber. The amount of the infantry L:’ u;;t:flpplf
bu:‘the knowledge which both ancient and m«l)dc?nt‘];gixr BRIy
of the usual character of Urient&;lmg;u;:ss;,na{:;u;mg Ao
i { 3, May Wa :
t“;nr?m(l’: g::;;p;r(:fl;{::eec? tcl:n ﬁ‘ght.lur to encumber those who fought
m ; P
fm‘;lfi}tls 12?122&2’5:1:1:;-1.11:: Persian king neurﬂl&'[_eso[txftrém;f‘:"\:i; (fjl;:e«;ﬁ
i Tes il kill. It was cerfain thab Alexancer,
W'lth ireu: t{?;igaéi;j;tlgmst march ‘Ilnl‘th'\\:’ﬂrd nlr;:ng,; thti’}::i\-:i,‘?r?
o Il1f~ he attacked the central provinces O “?P lLl\c‘;tiLuu
o ?imlir?ct eastward march from the lower punrt.o'i ales aio
empfre{h '(r‘xqi S\'riun Desert was then, as ever, utter yG:::.:lp 3
EI:;E?& e}%m:‘chin‘g eastward fﬂ::nil.l Syrxutxﬁg:;; gtenrm;:m rll;l o
i \rates, arrive at the vas in
oroa-l_m"-uﬁ_}‘?g-i:“iltll“lga::fsl‘,]j:e empire, Babylon, Susa, :md‘?e?lfl!‘;c:lht
The“mh ;i} li‘opto the sonth; and if he marched down - egto
won]dntm::&q to attack them, Darius might rea.;s'olf)n.b}iﬂ rlop{md
?‘d[f‘l‘q?:.)tho ]\f:\cedunians with his immense ior‘ce D’icﬁnﬂ}_lg'o\'er:
ollo t .ven risking a pit(-.hetl battle, to harass anc iy or
Bl cl We may remember that three cen un._-t I
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con , Alexander shounld defer his march against Babylon, snd
first seek an encounter with the Persian army, the counfry on
each side of the Tigris in this latitude was highly advantageon:
for such an army as Darius commanded, and he had close in 1:is
rear the mountainouns districts of Northern Media, where he him-
self had in early life been satrap, where he had aequired reputa-
tion as a soldier and a general, and where he justly expected to
find loyalty to his person, and a safe refuge in case of defeat.*

His great antagonist came on across the Euphrates against
him, at the head of an army which Arrian, copying from the
journals of Macedonian officers, states to have consisted of forty
thousand foot and seven thousand horse. In studying the
campaigns of Alexander, we possess the peculiar advantage of
deriving our information from two of Alexander's generals of
division, who bore an important partin all his enterprises. Aristo-
bulusand Ptolemy (who afterwsrd became king of Egypt) kept
regular journals of the military events which they witnessed, and
these journals were in the possession of Arrian when he drew up
his history of Alexander’s expedition. The high charactar of Ar-
rian for integrity makes us confident that he used them fairly,
and his comments on the occasional discrepancies betwzen the
two Macedonian narratives prove that he used them sensibly.
He frequently quotes the very words of his authorities ; and his
history thus acquires a charm such as very few ancientor modern
military narratives possess. The anecdotes and expressions
which he records we fairly believe to be genuine, and not to be
the coinage of a rhetorician, like those in Curtius. In fact, in
reading Arrian, we read General Aristobulus and General Ptol-
emy on the campaigns of the Macedonians, and it is like read-
ibmg Gﬁneml Jomini or General Foy on the campaigns of the
‘rench.

The estimate which we find in Arrian of the strength of Alex-
ander's army seems reaconable enongh, when we take into account
both the losses which he had sustained and the re-enforcements
which he had received since he lefi Europe. Indeed, to
Englishmen, who know with what mere handfuls of men ounr
own generals have, at Plassy, at Assaye, at Meeanee, and other
Indian battles, Touted large hosts of Asiatics, the desparity of
numbers that we read of in the victories won by the Macedoni-
ans over the Persians presents nothing incredible. The army
which Alexander now led was wholly composed of veteran troops

* Mitford’s remarks on the stratf,}'y of Darius in his last eampalgn are
il

very just. After having been und

now unduly neglected. His partiality, and his deficiency in scholarship

liave been exposed safliclently to make him no longer a dangerous guide as

to Greek politics, whiie the clearness and brillancy of his narrative, and the

strong commnon sense of his remarss (where his party prejudices do not

Inferfere). must always make his volumes valuable as well 835 entertaining.
D.B.—2 =

y admired as an historian, Mitford 1s
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in the highest possible state of equipment and discipline, entha
smastically devoted to their leader, and full of confidence in his
military genius and his victorious destiny.

The oelebrated Macedonian phalanx formed the main strength
of his infantry. This force had been raised and organized by his
father Philip, who, on his accession to the Macedonian throns,
needed s numerous and quickly-formed army, and who, by length-
ening the spear of the ordinary Greek phalanx, and increasing
the depths of the files, brought the tactic of armed masses to the
highest extent of which it was capable with such materials as
he possessed.® He formed his men sixteen deep, and placed in
their grasp the sarissa, 8s the Macedonian pike was called, which
was four-and-twenty feet in length, and when couched for action,
reached eighteen feet in fron® of the soldier ; go that, as a space
of about two feet was allowed between the ranks, the spears O
the five files behind him projetted in front of each front-rank
man. The phalangite soldier was fully equipped in the defens-
ive armorof the regular Groek infantry. And thus the phalanx
presented a ponderous and bristling mass, which, as long as its
order was kept compact, was sure to bear down all opposition.
The defects of such an orgenization are obvious, and were proved
in after years, when the Macedonians were opposed to the Roman
But it is clear that under Alexander the phalanx was

not the enmbrons, nnwieldy pody which it was ab Cynoscephal®
and Pydns, His men were veterans ; and he could obtain from
them an accuracy of movement and steadiness of evolution gueh
as probably the recruits of his father wonld only have floundered
in attempting, and guch as certainly were impracticable in the
phalanx when bandled by his successors, egpecially as under
them it ceased to be a standing force, and became only a militia.f
Under Alexander the phalanx consisted of an aggregate of cighteen
thonsand men, who were divided into six brigades of three
thousand each. These were Again subdivided into regiments
and companies ; and the men Wero carefully trained to wheel,
to face about, to take more ground, or to close up, as the emer-
gencies of the battle required. Alexander also arrayed troops
armed in a different manner in the intervals of the regiments of
his phalangites, who could prevent their line from being pierced,
and their compaaies taken in flank, when the nature of the
‘glrmmd prevented a close formation, and who could be with-

rawn when a favorable opportunity arrived for closing up the

halanx or any of its brigades for a charge, or when it was
Decessary to prepare to receive cavalry.

Besides the phalanx, Alexander had a considerable force of
infantry who were called Shield-bearers: they werer aot s0 heavily
armed as the phalangites, or as Was the case witn the Gree

legions,

+ See Niebubr's * Hist. of Rome,” VoL 1L, P. 468, 1 Bee Niebuhr.
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Jowers knew what those vast mounds had once been. They had
already sunk in utter destruction; and it is only within the last
few years thatthe intellectual energy of one of ourown countrymen
has rescued Nineveh from its long centuries of oblivion.®

On the fourth day of Alexanders sonthward mareh, his advanced
guard reported that & body of the enemy’s cavalry was in sight.
He instantly formed his army in order for battle, and directing
them to advance steadily, he rode forward at the head of some
squadrons of cavalry, and charged the Persian horse whom he
found before him. This was a mere reconnoitering party, and they
broke and fled immediately; but the Macedonians made some
prisoners, and from them Alexander found that Darius was posted
only a few miles off, and learned the strength of the army that he
had with him. On receiving this news Alexander halted, and gave
his men repose for four days, so that they should go iuto action
fresh and vigorous. He also fortified his camp and deposited in
it all his military stores, and all his sick and disabled soldiers,
intending to advance uUpon the enemy with the serviceable part of
his army perfectly anencumbered. After this halt he moved
forward, while it was yeb dark, with the intention of reaching the
enemy, and atfacking them ab break of day. Aboub half way
between the camps there were some andulations of the ground,
which concealed the two armies from each others view; but, on
Alexander arriving at their summit, he saw, by the early light, the
Persian host arrayed before him, and he probably also observed
traces of some engineering operation having been carried on along
part of the ground in front of them. Not knowing that these
marks had been caused by the Persians having leveled the ground
for the free use of their war-chariots, Alexander suspected that
hidden pitfalls had been prepared with a view of disordering the
approach of his cavalry. He summoned a council of war forthwith.
Some of the officers wers for attacking instantly, at all hazards;
hut the more prudent opinion of Parmenio prevailed, and it was
determined not to advance farther till the battle-ground had been
carefully surveyed.

Alexander halted his army on the heights, and, taking with him
some light-armed infantry and some cavalry, he passed part of the
day in reconnoitering the enemy, and observing the nature of the
ground which he had to fight on. Darius wisely refrained from
moving his position to attack the Macedonians on the eminences
which they occupied, and the two armies remained unfil night
withount molesting each other. Omn Alexander’s return to hishead-
quarters, he summoned his generals and superior officers together,
and telling them that he well knew that their zeal wanted no exhor-
¢ation, he besonght them to do their utmost In encouraging and

—

+ goe Layard’s ¢ Nineveh,” and see vaux’s “Nineveh and Persepolis,”
p- 16.
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these, there were, in the center, formed in deep order, the Uxian
and Babylonian troops, and the soldiers from the Red Sea. The
brigade of Greek mercenaries, whom Darins had in his service,
and who alone were considered fit to stand the charge of the Mace-
donian phalanx, was drawn up on either side of the royal chariot.
The right wing was composed of the Ccelosyrians and Mesopota-
mians, the Medes, the Parthians, the Sacians, the Tapurians,
Hyeanians, Albanians, and Sacesings. In advance of thelineon the
left wing were placed the Scythian cavalry,with a thousand of the
Bactrian horse, and a hundred scythe-armed chariots. The ele-
phants and fifty scythe-armed chariots were ranged in front of the
center, and fifty more chariots, with the Armenian and Cappado-
cian cavalry, were drawn up in advance of the right wing.

Thus arrayed, the great host of King Darius passed the night,
that to many thonsands of them was the last of their existence,
The morning of the first of October,* two thousand one hundred
and eighty-two years ago, dawned slowly to their wearied wateh-
ing, and they could hear the note of the Macedonian trumpet
gounding to arms, and counld see King Alezander's forces deseend

from their tents on the heights, and form in order of battle on the

lain.
L There was deep need of skill, as well as of valor, on Alexander’s

gide; and few battle-fields have witnessed more eonsummate
generalship than was displayed by the Macedonian king. There
were no natural barriers by which he could profect his flanks; and
not only was he certain to be overlapped on either wing by the
vast lines of the Persian army, but there was imminent risk of their
circling ronnd bim, and charging him in the rear, while he ad-
vanced against their center He formed, therefore, a second or
reserve line, which was to wheel round, if reguired, or to detach
troops to either flank, as the enemy’s movements might necessitate;
and thus, with their whole army ready at any moment to be thrown
into one vast hollow square, the Macedonians advanced in two
lines against the enemy, Alexander himself leading on the right
wing, and the renowned phalanx forming the center, while Par-
menio chmmanded on the left.
Sneh was the general nature of the disposition which Alexander
made of his army. But we have in Arrian the details of the pesi-
tion of each brigade and regiment ; and as we know that these
details were taken from the journals of Macedonian generals, it i8
interesting to examine them, and to read the names and stations
of King Alexander's generals and colonels in this, the greatest of
his battles. -
The eight regiments of the royal horse-guards formed the right of

’s «“ Fastl Hellenicl.” The battle was fought eleven days
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cavalry ¢ and when all the arrangements for the battle were com:

plete, and his generals were fully instructed how to act in each
orobeble emergency, be began to lead his men toward the eneniy.

* Tt was ever his custom to expose his life freely in battle, aud to
>mu @te the personal prowess of hig great ancestor, Achilles. Per-
haps, in the bold enterprise of conquering Persin, it was politic
for Alexander fo Taise his army’s daring to the nim ost by the ex-
ample of his own heroic valor; and, in his subsequent campaigns,
the love of excitement, of “the raptures of the strife,” may have
made him, like Murat, continue from ehoice a custom which he

commencedfrom duty. Bunthenever sufferad the ardorofa soldier
to make him loose the coolness of the gene
particular, he showed that he cou
maxim of being

*Apporepory facIAevs T dyafios uparepds T aiyunis.

ral, and at Arbela, in
1d act up to his favorite Homerio

Great reliance had been placed by the Persian king on the effect
of the scythe-bearing chariots, Tt was designed to launch these
against the Macedonian phalanx, and to follow them up by aheavy
charge of cavalry, which, it was hoped, would find the ranks ofthe
spearmen disordered by the rush of the chariots, and easily destroy
this most formidable part of Alexander’sforce. Infront, therefore,
of the Persian center, where Parius took his station, and which it
was supposed the phalanx would attack, the ground had been care-
1 smoothed, so as to allow the chariots to charge

fully leveled anc
over it with their full sweep and speed. Asthe Macedonian army

approached the Hersian, ‘Alexander found that the front of his
whole line barely eq:mlle?i the front line of the Persian center, 80
thLat he was outflanked on the right by the entire left wing of the
enemy, and by their entire right wing on the Jeft. Histactics were
%o assail some one point of the hostile army, and gain a decisive
advantage, while he refused, as far as possible the encounnter along
the rest of the line. He therefore inclined his order of march to
the richt, 0 as to enable his right wing and center to come into
collision with the enemy on as favorable terms as possihle, al-
thouch the manenver migzht in some respect compromise his left.
The effect of this obligne movement was to bring the phalanx
and his own wing nearly beyond the limits of the ground which
the Persians had prepared for the operations of the chariots; and
Parius, fearing to lose the benefit of this arm against the most im=
sortant parts of the Macedonian force, ordered the Scythian and
3actrian cavalry, who were drawn up in advance on his extrems
left, to charge round upoh Alexander's right wing, and check it8
further lateral progress. Against these assailants Alexander sent
from his second line Menidas’s cavalry. As these proved too few
to make head against the enemy, he ordered Ariston also from the
second line with his light horse, and Cleander with his foot, in
sapport of Menidas. The Bactrians and Scythians now began 10
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tcf:t:?( r]'_ylmfgm g“l?eni‘t:nt line, ﬂlldl. f‘:n obstinate cavalry fight now
% e Sactrians and Scythians wers numerous (
were better armed than the horseman 1 Sl
. ¢ i | inder Menidas and ATis
]t;n, ‘ﬂ!_.l\ll the loss at first was heaviest on the M:u:.:.-(l-::r;:iuln sifll:
ui still the European cavalry stood the charge of the Asiatics
anc ‘M, last, by their superior discipline, and by acting in quld;
Xons t]]_l;it supported each other,* instead of fighting in a confused
mass like the barbarians, the Macedonians broke their adversaries,
an]:_)l drove them off the field. i
arins now directed the scythe-armed chari i
lan . il chariots to be d
:Jg;:i::;‘tl;e_»\:eiz?nlder 8 horse-guards and the phalanx, and thcsprlgc?:l
able vehicles were accordingly sent rattling acro olain:
L : I > £ ss the plai
ztzl;.,mnf,t the Macedonian line. When we rememhtr the alarm !vhjg;
‘;;es;:uirl Ir!:h:uixjnts of the Britons created among Cmsar’s legions,
all not be prone to deride this arm of ancient warfare as
ways useless. The object of the chariot was to cre b e
in the ranks against which the kel
thie 2y were driven, and s i}
%f c‘ninlry‘fol_lowe(l close upon them to profit by snchblélli:il:xrl:]}cﬁ's
iirt!lfltt; 18 Ah(llu‘tlc chariots were rendered ineffective at Arbela by the
light armed troops, whom Alexander had specially appointed for
ie service, and who, wounding the horses and drivers with their
mLS!?l}_;B weapons, and running along-side 80 as to cut the traces
f:;: geize the reins, marred the intended charge; and the few
;,n)ts;rluL;; u“':xt rlea-at;%zed the phalanx passed harmlessly through the
rvals which the spearmen opened : a w i
e e ¥ pened for them, and were easily
A mass of Asiatic cavalry was now, fi i
! , for the second time, H
te{]l a_gmnst Alexander’s extreme right, and moved Tound ?to lﬁ
.];e view of gaining the flank of hisarmy. At the critical molu{-nt,
v; ‘(.-\hn{{.helr own flanks were exposed by this evolufion, Aretes
:im" ed on the Persian squadrons with his horsemen from Alexan-
er's second line. While Alexander thus met and bafiled all the

.1‘ 2 gy > ) “ » ~
ygéfiiﬁ 2)(5; c::(sr r;tlg rrpodﬁ(’;jﬂ-:rg avray Ed&yovro of Maxedo-
>y T 1AQS - G 2t 7S ¢E
—;?l““iﬁ"- Clui i s wpocaimrovTes LEwlisuy & TS TasE®S.
‘he best explanation of this may be found in Na 'S
;{;c'm]rjt' ﬁ‘gn&s lH’_Iwm-n the French and the _\!.-Hnr'lllkr:‘?i].eo'l} ??\fgq;‘ml?itugég
ami%«? Jlt:? to make head against three Frenchmen, because they i\'ér-- better
e B L}er mounted, and better trained ; they had two p.li'r of pistols
1 arbu;@\g a carabine, a helmet with a visor, and a coat of mafl -Itl‘v y Ehﬁ
f"‘f@\'mm and several atfendants on foot. One hundred r-:'nrli.:;{te
bg‘“ ever, were not afrald of one hundred Mamelokes; three humlrv'd cnilf
at an equal number, and one thousand could easily put to the rout ift
hundred, 80 great is the Influence of tactics, order, and evolutions! L .ffn
and Lasalle presented their men to the Mamelukes In several lines. Q\?h‘“m
t.ll_‘? A{?IT)S were on the point of overwhelming the first. 1!10'sm><-’na cAI ‘eig
{t];, n:‘;.l;-;t.:m(-e on the right and left; the Mamelukes then lmft&lm-vl \\"I:m;;ed.
edo er to turn the wings of thisnew line; this moment was always seiz
& upon t()ci}m'ge them, and they were uniformly bmk&n."—.&ion"i‘fiémm'
History of Captivity of Napoleon,” vol. 1v.. D. 70. 3
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flanking attacks of the enemy with froops brought up from hig
second line, he kept his own horse-gnards and the rest of the front
line of his wing fresh, and ready fo take advaniage of the first op-
ggrtunity for striking a decisive blow. This soon came. A large

dy of horse, who were posted on the Persian left wing nearest
to the center, guitted their station, and rode off to help their com-
rades in the cavalry fight, that still was going on at the extreme
right of Alexander’s wing against the detachments from his second
linme. This made a huge gap in the Persian array, and into this
space Alexander instantly charged with his guard and all the cav-
alry of his wing; and then pressing toward his left, he soon began
to make havoc in the left flank of the Persian center. The
Shield-bearing infantry now charged also among the reeling masses
of the Asiatics; and five of the brigades of the phalanx, with
the irrestible might of their sarisas, bore down the Greek mercen-
aries of Darius, and dug their way through the Persian center. In
the early part of the battle Darins had showed skill and energy;
and he mow, for some time, encouraged his men, by voice and
example, to keep firm. But the lances of Alexander’s cavalry and
the pikes of the phalanx now pressed nearer and nearer to him.
His charioteer was struck down by a javelin at his side; and ab
last Darius's nerve failed him, and, descending from his chariot,
he mounted on & fleet horse and galloped from the plain, regard-
Jess of the state of the battle in other parts of the field, where
matters were going on much more favorably for his cause, and
where his presence might have done much toward gaining & vie-

rglexancler‘s operations with his right and cenfer had exposed
his left to sn immensely preponderating force of the enemy, FPar-
menio kept out of action as long as possible; but Mazaus, who
commanded the Persian right wing, advanced against him, com-
pletely outflanked him, and pressed him severely with reiterated
charges by snperior pumbers. Seeing the distress of Parmenio’s
wing, Simmias, who commanded thegixth brigade of the phalanx,
which was next to the left wing, did not advance with the other
brigades in the great charge npon the Persian center, but kept
back fo cover Parmenio’s troops on their right flank, as otherwise
they would have been completely surrounded and cut off from the
rest of the Macedonisn army. By so doing, Simmias had un-
avoidably opened a gap in the Macedonian left center, and a large
column of Indisn and Persian horse from the Persian right center,
had galloped forward through this interval, and right through the
troops of the Macedonian second line. - Instead of then wheeling
around upon Parmenio, or upon the rear of Alexander’s conquer-
ing wing, the Indian or Persian cavalry rode straight on to the
Macedonian camp, overpowered the T yracians who were left in
charge of it, and began to plunder. This was stopped by the
phalangite troops of the second line, who, after the eneiny’s horse-
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men 'hm':!. mshed by them, faced about, conntermarched npon the
camp, killed many of the Tndians and Persians in the act of plun-
dering, and forced the rest to ride off again. Just ab ti]is cr;isi
Alexander had been recalled from his pu’;‘suit of Darius by tidin. =
?f the distress of Parmenio, and of his inability to bear u !mga
longer against the hot attacks of Mazzus. Taking his hoﬁ&ar:mrdi
with him, Alexander rode toward the part of the field where his
left wing was fighting; but on his way thither he encountered th
Per:smn and Indian cavalry, on their return from his cmn. 2
These men now saw that their only chance of safety wu.g‘tn cut
their way through, and in one huge column they charged desper-
at::iyl upon the Macedonian regiments. There was here abc'?::e
{mnj.‘lo-mmd ficht, which lasted some time, and sixty of the ﬂlw-al
1}1‘r~:~.¢—gnurds fell, and three generals, who fought close to Alexan-
ders side were wounded. A% length the Macedonian discipline
and valor again prevailed, and a large number of the Persian and
Inxl:m:.l Liorsemen were cut down, some few only succeeding in
breaking through and riding away. Relieved of these obstinate
enemies, Alexander again formed his regiments of horse-g"n.a-rdq,
and led them toward Parmenio; but by this time that general also
was victorious. Probably the news of Darius's flight had reached
Mu_f.:t&us, ?’.I}d.hﬂd damped the ardor of the I’ersninn right win
while the tidings of their comrades’ snceess must have pl% lortioﬁ,-
9}1_\,' encouraged the Macedonian forces under I’ﬁ.rmeni}o “His
lhlisas;n.lmn cavalry particularly distinguished themselves hyl their
iid\:‘:?xjcrlyral?dl p_{»ﬁewriug mn;{l conduct; and by the time that
er had ridden up to y iC v >eT81
was in full dight from e Hal it B
was of the deepest importance to Alexander to 8
son of Darius, and he now urged on the ]\!ll‘b"l]if cu’ﬁs??ﬂ?ﬁe{;
Lycus was between the field of battle and the cii‘;y' of Arbela,
whither the fugitives directed their course, and the passage of this
river was even more destructive to the Persians than the swords
and spears of the Macedonians had been in the engagement. ® The
narrow bridge was soon choked up by the ﬁvi.nnothonsan(is who
rushed toward it, and vast numbers of the Persians threw them-
gelves, or were hurried by others, into the rapid stream, and per-
ished in its waters. Darius had crossed it, and had ’riddenpon
through Arbela without halting. Alexander reached that city on
the next day, and made himself master of all Darius’s treasure and
stores; but the Persian king, unfortunately for himself, had fled
too fast for his eonquerer, but had only escaped to peri;.ih by the
treachery of his Bactrian satrap, Bessus, *
A few days after the battle Alexander entered Babylon, “the

= 1 purposely omit any staternent of the loss In the bat
pable error of the tra nseribers in the muubc—r; which wetzll.PIl;d Tﬁ%%;%;
mantiscripts of Arrian, and Curtius is of 00 autliority .
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oldest seat of earthly empire” then in existence, as its acknowl
edged lord and master. There were yet some campaigns of his
brief and bright career o be accomplished. Central Asia was yeb
to witness the march of his phalanx. He was yet fo effect that
conquest of Afghanistan in which England sinee has failed. His
generalship, as well as his valor, were yetto be signalized on the
banks of the Hydaspes and the field of Chillianwallah; and he was
yet to precede the Queen of England in annexing the Punjaub to
the dominions of a European sovereign. But the erisis of his ca-
reer was reached; the great object of hismission was accomplished;
and the ancient Persian empire, which onee menaced all the na-
+ions of the earth with subjection, was irreparably crushed when
Alexander had won his crowning vietory at Arbela.

SyRopsis oF EVENTS BETWEEN THE BATTLE OF ARBELA AND THE
BATTLE OF THE METAUEUS.

B. C. 330, The Lacedw@monians endeavor to oreate a rising in
Greece against the Macedonian power; they are defeated by An-
tipater, Alexander’s viceroy; and their king, Agis, falls in the
battle.

330 to 327. Alexander’s campaigns in Upper Asia.

397, 326. Alexander marches through Afghanistan to the Pun-
jaub. He defeats Porus. His troops refuse to march toward the
Ganges, and he commences the descent of the Indus. On his
march he attacks and subdnesseveral Indian tribes —among others,
the Malli, in the storming of whose capital (Mooltan) heis severely
wounded. He directs his admiral, Nearchus, to gail round
from the Indus to the Persian Gulf, and leadsthearmy back across
Scinde and Beloochistan.

394 Alexander returns to Babylon. <In thetenth yearafter he
had crossed the Hellespont, Alexander, having won his vast do-
minion, entered Babylon; and resting from his career in that old-
est seat of earthly empire, he steadily surveyed the massof various
nations which owned his sovereignty, and resolved in his mind
the great work of breathing into this huge but inert body the living
spirit of Greek eivilization. In the bloom of yonthfal manhood,
at the age of thirfy-two, he paused from the fiery speed of his
earlier course, and for the first time gave the nations an oppor-
gnnity of offering tleir homage before his throne. They eame
from all extremities of the earth to propitiate his anger, o celebrate
his greatness, or to solicit his protection. + + * History may ailow
us to think that Alexander and a Roman embassador did meet aé
Babylon; that the greatest man of the ancient world saw and spoke
with a citizen of that great nation which was destined to succeed
him in his appointed work, aud to found & wider and still moze

SYNOPSIS OF EVENTS AFTER ARBELA. T

:ndutiu% t?ttﬂhlzzir%‘- T]l\ey ?% ltcm in Babylon, almost beneath the
hadow emple of Bel, perhaps the earliest mon
ever rmsex} by human pride and power in a ecity, stricken ﬂﬁlsﬂ;:
were, by the word of God's heaviest judgment, as the sym‘bol of
gregfness apart from: and opposed to goodness.” —(Ar~orp.)

323. Alexander dies at Babylon. On his death being known at
Greece, the Ai-henmns, and others of the sonthern Rtmgs take u
arms to shake off the domination of Macedon. Th;'ey are at ﬁmﬁ
successful; but the return of some of Alexander’s veterans fron
.’ksg??entnbljer‘;qdnt:putcr to prevail over them =

0 289. Agathocles is tyrant of S i
: s is t) ] Syracuse, and
1(:;1;]0;&1&;1 _\mrsl wuj{fthe Carthaginians, in ;;m r-nur::(\ct?)i?hi(c)g
e invade ic sduces >
(i) he des Africa, and reduces the Carthaginians fo great

306. After a long series of wars wi

306. g series 8 with each other, and after
@'!k heirs of Alexander had }mf;u murdered, his principal Rﬁr\'?\li
ing generals assume the title of king, each over the prf.winces
which heéms occupied. The four chief among them were An-
Egn;‘nn}s, :Lt:_sh-my, (Ly:smmchns, and Selencus. ;‘Tntip&tcr Was DOW

ead, but his JASS 3 sed e is ver i ; i
do Grvm-e.s son Cassander succeeded to his power in Macedonia

301. Seleucus and Lysimachus d i
: Selencus a ysima efeat Antig
h;,zm]uﬂszsl killed in the battle. e

280. Seleucns, the last of Alexander’s eaptai s i

: S ; 3 aptaing, is assassinated.
(}‘{":'lrlf:l)lf e:};l}\;::mdelﬁs sgcsussr)rﬁ, Seleucus had formed the mf}lit
owerf ire. o had acquired all the provinces betwe :
o : 1 i etween
'élr_\f,m and the Indus. He extended his dominion in Ilﬁlin be-
}fll_“' the limits reached by Alexander. Seleucus had some sparks
of his great master's genius in promoting civilization and cum
;J;.lle;rr;e,_as well as in gaining victories. Under his suecessors the
£ t-.dOU(ilt]I{'j this vast empire rapidly diminished: Bactria became
3‘1 epru&t:)lit, and a separate dynasty of Greek kings ruled therein
t}j'e year 125, when it was overthrown by the Scythian tribe. Par-

ia threw off its allegiance to the Selencidma in 250 B.c., and the
go;f\‘eerftnol Plg;rthmn ]}ilng{}o?l, which afterward proved so fn'rmidab}.o
v fc iome, absorbed nearly all the provinces west
Efnlplx‘mtns that had obeyed the first Seleucus. Ba?fore -t.heolfm:ﬁg
UAchI;EEz]niMILth?dlﬂwg‘ a }ﬁ-j‘,eir;(?lil‘n prince of the blood-royal of the

y dse, had escape 'ontus, an ; . i
do;;} PR, ol I d founded there the kings

esides the kingdom of Selencus, which, wt imi

esi o S cus, ch, when himited to Syri
Palestine, and parts of Asin Minor, long survived, the nmf’t,y?ut
%ot{r)'iant. kingdom form::d by a general of Alexander was that of the
- emies in Egypt. The throne of Macedonia was long and ob-
E;)lrnnu‘Iy eontended for by Cassander, Polysperchon, Lysimachu
d'srrhus, Antigonus, and others, but at Iast was secured by uf;
G,\'l_mkty of Antigonus Gonatas. The old republics of H()llghpm

reece suffered severely during these fumults, and the only Gréek




