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Six armies were levied for the defense of Italy when the long
dreaded approach of Hasdrubal wasannounced. Seventy thousand
mans served in the fifteen legions, of which, with an equal
number of Italian allies, those armies and arTiSONs were com-
posed. Upward of thirty thousand more Romans wers serving in
Sicily, Sardinia, and Spain. The whole number of Roman citizens
of an age fit for military duty scarcely exceeded a hundred and
thirty thousand. The census taken before the commencement
of the war had shown a total of two hundred and seventy thousand,
which had been diminished by morethan half during twelve years.
These numbers are fearfully emphatic of the extremity to which
Rome was reduced, and of her gigantic efforts in that great agony
of her fate. Not merely men, but money and military stores, were
drained fo the utmost; and if the armies of that year should be
swept off by a repetition of the slaughters of Thrasymene and
Cannwm, all felt that Rome would cease to exist. Even if the cam-
{:aign were to be marked by no decisive success on either side,
er ruin seemed certain. In South Italy, Hannibal had either de.
tached Rome's allies from her, or had impoverished them by the
ravages of his army. If Hasdrubal could have done the samein
Upper Ttaly; if Etruria, Umbria, and Northern Latimm had either
revolted or been Inid waste, Rome must have sunk beneath sheer
starvation, for the hostile or desolated territory wounld have yielded
no supplies of corn for her population, and money to purchase it
from abroad there was none. Instant victory was a matter of life
or death, Three of her six armies were ordered to the north, but
the first of these was required to overawe the disaffectad Efruscans.
The second army of the north was pushed forward, under Porcius,
the preetor, to meet and kecp in eheck the advanced troops of Has-
drabal ; while the third, the grand army of the north, which was
to be under the immediate command of the consul Livius, who
had the chief command in all North Italy, advanced more slowly
in its support. There were similarly three armies in the south,
under the orders of the other consul, Claudius Nero,
The lot had decided that Livius was to be opposed to Hasdrn-
bal, and that Nero should face Hannibal. And ““when all was
ordered as themselves thought best, the two consals went forth of
the city, each his several way. The people of Rome were now
juite otherwise affected-than they had been when I. Amilinsg
Paulus and C. Terrentius Varro were sentagainst Hannibal They
did no longer take upon them to direct their generals, or bid them
dispatca and win the victory betimes, but rather they stood in
fear lest all diligence, wisdom, and valor should prove too little;
for since few years had passed wherein some one of their generals
had not been slain, and since it was manifest that, if either of
these present consuls were defeated, or put to the worst, the fwo
Carthaginians would forthwith join, and make short work with
the other, it seemed & greater happiness than counld be expected
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that each of them should retnrn home victor, and come off with
honor from suech mighty opposition as he was like to find. With
cxtreme difficulty had Rome held up her head ever since the bat-
tle of (anna; though it were 50, that Hannibal alone, with little
help from Carthage, had continued the warin Italy. But there
was now arrived another son of Amilcar, and cne thak, in his pres-
ent expedition, had see med aman of more sufficiency than Han-
nibal himself, for whereas, in that long and dangerons marchk
thorow barborous nations, over great TIVeIs, and mountaing that
were thought unpassable, Hannibal had lost a great part of bis
army, this Asdrubal, in the same places, had multiplied his num-
bers, and gathering the people that he found in the way, descended
from the Alps like a rowling snow-ball, far greater than he
came over the Pyrenees ab his first seiting out o Spain. These
considerations and the like, of which fear presented many unto

them, caused the people of Rome to wait upon their consuls out
of the town, like a pensive train of mourners, thinking upon Mar-
cellus and Crispinus, npon whom, in the like sort, they had given
attendance the last year, but snw neither of them return alive from
a less dangerous war. Particularly old Q. Fabius gave his accus-
tomed adyice to M. Livius, {hat he should abstain from giving o
taking batile nntil he well understood the enemies condition.
But the consul made him a froward answer, and said that he
would fight the very first day, for that he thought 1t long ill he
should either recover his honor by victory, or, by seeing the over-
throw of his own unjust citizens, satisfied himself with the joy of
a great though not an honest revenge. Bub his meaning was bet-

=

tor than his words.” : ;
Hannibal at this period occupied with his veteran but much

reduced forces the extreme sonth of Italy. Ithad not been expected
either by friend or foethat Hasdrubal would effect his passage
of the Alps so early in the year as actually occurred. And even
when Hannibal learned that his brother was in Ttaly, and had ad-
vanced as far as Placentia, he was obliged to pause for further in-
telligence before he himself commenced getive operations, a8 he
could not tell whether his brother might not be invited into Etru-
ria, to aid the party there that was disaffected to Rome, OF whetht_‘r
he would march down by the Adriatic Sea. Hannibal led his

troops out of their winter quarters in Bruttinm and marched

northward as far as Canusinm. Nero had his headgunarfers neax

Venusia, with an army which he had inereased to forty thousand foot
and two thousand five hundred horse, by in corporating under his
own command some of the legions which had been intended to
act under other gen erals in the south. There was another Roman
army, twenty thonsand strong, south of Hannibal, at Tarentum.
The strength of that city cecured this Roman force from any &t
e e ey

= Sir Walter Raleigh.
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the Metaurus, and as far as the little fown of Sena, to the south-
east of that river. Hasdrubal was nob nnmindiul of the necessity
of acting in concert with his brother. He sent messengers to
Hannibal to annonnce his own line of march, and to propose that
they should unite their armies in South Umbria, and then wheel
round against Rome. Those messengers traversed the greater paré
of Italy in safety, but, whern close to the object of their mission,
were captured by a Roman detachment, and Hasdrubals letler,
detailing his whole plan of the campaign, was laid, nob in his
brother’s hands, but in those of the commander of the Roman
armies of the south. Nero saw at once the full importance of the
erisis, 'The two sons of Hamilcar were Now within two hundred
miles of each other, and if Rome were to be saved, the brothers
must never meet alive. Nero instantly ordered seven thousand
picked men, a thousand being cavalry, fo hold themselves in readi-
hess for a secret expedifion against one of Hannibal's garrisons,
and as soon as night had set in, he hurried forward on his bold
enterprise; but he quickly left the southern road toward Lucania,
and, wheeling round, pressing northward with the ntmost rapidity
toward Picenum, He had, during the precmling afternoon, sent
messengers to Rome, who were to lay Hasdrubal's letigrs before
the senate. There was a law, forbiddinga consul to make war or

march his army beyond the limits of the province assigned to him;
but in such an emérgeney, Nero did not wait for the permission of

the senate to execute his project, but informed them that he was
already on his march to join Livius against Hasdrubal. He ad-
vised them to send the two legions which formed the home garzi-
con on to Narnia, so as to defend that pass of the Flaminian road
against Hasdrobal, in case he should march upon Rome before
the consular armies could attack him. They were to supply the

lace of these two legions at Rome by a levy en massein the city
and by ordering up thereserve legion from Capus. Thesewere nis
communications to the senate. He also sent horsemen forward
along his line of march, with orders to the local authorities to bring
stores of provisions and refreshments of every kind to the road-
side, and to have relays of carriages ready for the conveyance of the
wearied soldiers. Such were the precautions which he took for
accelerating his march ; and when he had advanced some litile
distance from his ecamp, he briefly informed his soldiers of the real
object of their expedition. & told them that mever was there a
design more seemingly audacious and more really safe. He said
he was leading them fo a certain victory, for his colleague had an
army large enough to balance the enemy already, so thab their
swords would decisively turn the scale. The very rumor that a
fresh consul and a fresh army had come up, when heard on the
battle-field (and he would take care that they should not be heard
of before they were seen and felt), would settle the business.
They would have all the credit of the victory, snd of having dealt

BATTLE OF THE METAURUS. 95

the final decisive bl L
y ow, Iie appealed to the enthusiasti i
:g:;:; Fheyf already met with on their line of u:a?rtilt?r l;iggytmn
sre q;lo their gcod fortune.® And, indeed, their w}l ol o
Tt amid the vows, and prayers, and prais ; Sl
ﬂo]c.-ei:;nit‘]tm population of the districts through which the ;
cuuv.“ 0 the roadside to see and bless the d(rii;'»-rer%y F&‘l’fefl
e;w.p;lrvy.r rl' u-\dl, drmi-r, and refreshments of e'-'r'rj k;ll?} tw::i
gerly pressed on { eir acceptance, Each peas:
it:‘:git\\ as (;c‘n!e-rr;?d on him if one of Neros clll):;:;:;;nﬁutrilt?uwghxg.lg
th’ei} 1&1{14? at:\ilri‘ hands. The soldiers canght the full ﬂpirﬁ, of
i ) ;@.-; Nig it and day they marched forward, taking thei
s nea 5111}:;4@ ranks, and resting by relays in the &'&g,oc;;:l:
which the zeal of the country people provided, and whi i
m\:lhe e people provided, and which followed
Meanwhile, at Rome, the news ’ iti
STt t R B, y news of Nero's expedit
El;e:lgru;uv?t excitement and alarm. All mpnr?e]t tiloenfuli?d c;ms_ed
wﬂsueevgln?:_:rpnsu, but hesitated what epithet to appl t&;ul'éhmt
el m:qrt:l:_ltnf??t }\r._-lr[)g conduct would be judged of b; the Lven:
nab mor air criterion, as the Roman histori 7 te i
.':::qu:)}r_(—.am-uu[i on the perilous state in whir-lxniwl*tlrtff“;,i;bﬁ? itﬁt
X I__{:n”l};mi;uux, x?'_li_im‘u: a genem!, and deprived of the‘ cor:.;, of it:
sfrergth, the vicinity of the terrible Hannibal. The
s 5 Lh ow long it l\l.'uului take Hannibal to qu‘gt{o an '],37 ot
;’n:lt}’ l!;%"‘frzlf. and his expeditionary force. They tulkez‘l ngjrtﬂge
]!E;n‘_l;‘rq;m\itl(ﬁs; of ti.;e war, and the fall of both the consuls (ul;' :hg
st year. 16 calamities had come on them wh
Y s i -} wik y
(;nl\‘ ;)i.li, Carthaginian general and army fo deal ;\]'gtehﬁil:)l I:IM
;’}.1 ¥ they ?.:ml two Punic wars at a time. ~ They had two © u'tlt o
~‘emjlu_i\-'f_.:rn.-:-t,dt-l'u:‘..v,r had almost #wo Hannibals in It;ll\‘ H : 1. et
t:)&;{:z'-l ung 11‘011;1 the same father; trained upin the kamo E;T:bl;?li;:l
me; equally practiced in battle against their legi nd, i
Horo; - . i oains eir legions; 1
t}.‘h{,,:u!;j {.p.m'l 1ve spm—d and success with which he h;\c% T:»észlélldf;hu
“'illil?'é:::rz}{:ltﬁ h:sz,.h;: was even a better general than his i;rut.here
C 1e1r Interpreter of every rumor, th d
3 streno 11 = = : A
ﬂlelbf.l_'t ngth of their enemy’s forces in every quarter, {m;ugge:n?ted
m.l](? distrusted their own. 3 : e
ortunately for Rome, while sh
c rile she was thus a prey to
anxiety, her consul’s nerves were st s e
Y, ) € stout and stron 8 Tes
gﬁg?ﬁd on his ::um:nh toward Sena, where hisgé(t:ﬁgai:;;z&}?h}t&
sk e pretor Porcius were encamped, Hasdrubal's arm t:lus
foré}v(;f;:lm;ﬂ about lmllfa mile o their north. Nero had sent gon:'i]:lg
7 apprise his colleague of his jec A i
proach; and by the advice of Livi o Ot A At e
¢ : 1b ce ins, Neroso timed his fin ]
a5 {0 reach the camp at Sena by night. According t{: a ;11-11:’:?;?12

s of their countrymen.

* Livy, lib. xxvil., c. 45.

T “ Adparebat
parebat (quo nihil Iniquins est) ex eventu famam habliturum.”—
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bined Roman forces, and to endeavor to retreat upon Imsubrian

Gaul, where he would be ina friendly country, and could endeavoy
to re-open his communication with his brother. He therefore led
his troops back into their camp ; and as the Romans did not ven-
ture on an assault upon hisentrenchments, and Hasdrubal did not
choose to commence his retreat in their sight, the day passed away
in inaction. Atthe first watch of the night, Hasdrubal led his men
silently out of their camp, and moved northward toward the Metan.
rus, in the hope of placing that river between himself and the Ro-
mans before his ratreat wasdiscovered. His guides betrayed him s

ay from the part of the river thag

and having pacposely led him aw
was fordable, they made their escape in the dark, and left Hasdru.

along the steep bank,
the stream could be safal
; and when day dawned npon them,

baland his army wandering in eonfusion
and seeking in vain fora spot where
erossed. At last they halted
Hasdrubal found that greabnumbers of his men, in their fatigue
and impatience, had lost all discipline and subordination, and that
many of his Gallic auxiliaries had got drunk, and were lying
helplessin their quarters. The Roman cavalry were soon seen
€0INing up in pursuit, followed at no great distance by the legions,
which marched in readiness foran instant engagement. 1t was
hopeless for Hasdrubal to think of con tinuing his retreat before
them. The prospect of immediate battlo might recall the disor-
dered part of his troops to a sense of duty, and revive the instinet
of diseipline. He therefore ordered his men to prepars for action
instantly, and made the best arrangement of them that the nature
of the ground wonld permit.
Heeren has well described the general appearance of a Carthagi-
nian army. He says, ‘It was an assemblage of the most opposite
races of the human species from the farthest parts of the globe.
Hordes of halfnaked Gauls wers ranged next fo ccmpanies of
white-clothed Iberians, and savage Ligurians next to the far-trav-
eled Nasamonirs and Lotophagi. = Carthaginians and Phenici-
Africans formed the center, while innumerable troops of Numidian
horsemen, taken from all the tribes of the desert, swarmed about
on unsaddled horses and formed the wings; the van was com-
posed of Balearicslingers ; and a line of colossal elephants, with
their Ethiopian guides, formed, as it were, a chain of moving for-
tresses before the whole army.” Such were the usual materials
and arrangements of the hosts that fonght for Carthage: butthe
troops under Hasdrubal were not in all respects thus constituted
or thus stationed. He seems to have been especially deficient in
cavalry, and he had few Afriean troops, thongh some Carthaginiane
of high rank were with him. His veteran Spanish infantry, armed
with helmets and shields, and short cut-and-thrust swords, were
the best part of his army. These, and his few Africans, he drew
up on his right wing, under his own personal command. In the

sonter he placed his Ligurian infantry, and on the left wing he
D.B.—4 >
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placed or setained the Gauls, who wera armed with long javelins
and with huge broad swords and fargets. The rugged nature of
the ground in front and on the flank of this part of his line made
him hope that the Boman right wing would be unable to come to
close quarters with these unservieeable barbarians before he could
make some impression with his Spanish veterans on the Roman
left. 'This was the only chance that he had of victory or safety,
and he seems to have done every thing that good generalship could
do to secure it. He placed his elephants in advance of his center
and right wing. He had caused the driver of each of them o be
rovided with a sharp iron spike and a mallet, and had given
orders that every beast that became unmanageable, and ran back
upon his own ranks, should be instantly killed, by driving the
spike into the vertebra at the junction of the head and the spine.
Hasdrubal’s elephants were ten in number. We have no trust-
worthy information as to the amount of his infantry, but it is quite
clear that he was greatly ontnumbered by the combined Roman
forees.
The tactic of the Roman legions had mot yet acquired that
perfection which it received from the military genius of Marius,
and which we read of in the first chapter of Gibbon. We pos-
sess in that great work, an account of the Roman legions at the
end of the commonwealth, and during the early ages of the em-
pire, which those alone can adequately admire who have attempted
a similar deseription. We have also, in the sixth and seven-
teenth books of Polybius, an elaborate discussion on the military
system of the Romans in his time, which was nof far distant
from the time of the battls of the Metaurus. But the subject is
beset with difficulties; and instead of entering into minute but
inconclusive details, I would refer to Gibbon's first chapter as
gerving for a general description of the Roman army in its pesiod
of perfection, and remark, that the fraining and armor which the
whole legion received in the time of Augustus was, two centuries
earlier, only partially introduced. Two divisions of troops, called
Hastati and Principes, formed the bulk of each Roman legion in
the second Punic war. Each of these divisions was twelve hun-
dred strong. The Hastatus and the Princeps legionary bore 2
breast-plate or coat of mail, brazen greaves, and a brazen helmet,
with a lofty upright crest of searlet or black feathers. He had
a larze oblong shield ; and, as weapons of offense, two javelins,
one of which was light and slender, but the other was a strong
and massive weapon, with a shaft about four feet long, and an
iron bead of equal length. The sword was carried on the right
thigh, and was a short cut-and-thrust weapon, like that which

_—

= Most probably during the period of his prolonged consulship, rom B, G
104 to B.C. 101, while he was training his army against the Cimbri and ke
Teutons.
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proud bravery, to give charge on the Spaniards and Africans, by
whom he was so sharply entertained that the victory seemed very
doubtfnl. The Africans and Spaniards were stout soldiers, and
well acquainted with the manner of the Roman fight. The
Ligurians, also, were & hardy nation, and not accustomed to give
ground, which they needed the less, or were able now to do, being
placed in the midst. Livius, therefore, and Porcius found great
opposition; and with great slanghter on both sides prevailed bittle
or nothing. Besides other difficulties, they wero exceedingly
troubled by the elephants, that brake their first ranks, and put
them in snch disorder as the Roman ensigns were driven to fall
back ; all this while Clandius Nero, laboring in vain against a
steep hill, was unable to come to blows with the Gauls that stood
opposite hifn, but out of danger. This made Hasdrubal the more
confident, who, seeing his own left wing safe, did the more boldly
and fiercely make impression on the other side upon the left wing
of the Romans.”*

But at Iast Nero, who found that Hasdrubal refused his left
wing, and who could not overcome the difficnlties of the ground
in the guarter assigned to him, deeided the battle by another
stroke of that military genius which had inspired his march.
Wheeling a brigade of his best men round the rear of the restof
the Roman army, Nero fiercely charged the flank of the Spaniards
and Africans. The charge was a8 gueceessful as it was sudden,
Rolled back in disorder upon each other, and overwhelmed by
numbers, the Spaniards and Lignrians died, fighting gallantl> to
thelast. The Gauls, who had taken little or no part in the strife
of the day, were then gnrrounded, and butehered almost withount
rosistance. Hasdrubal, after having, by the confession of his en-
emies, done all that a general could do, when he saw that the vie-
fory was irreparably lost, scorning to survive the gallant host
which he had led, and to gratify, as a captive, Roman cruelty and
pride, spurred his horse into the mids: of a Roman cohort, and,
sword in hand, met the death thatwas worthy of the son of Ham il-
carand the brother of Hannibal.

Success the most complete had crowned Nero's enterprise. Re-
turning as rapidly as he had advanced, he was again facing the
nactive enemies in the south before they even knew of his march.
But he brought with him a ghastly trophy of what he had done.
In the true spirit of that savage brutaliby which deformed the
Roman national character, Nero ordered Hasdrubal’s head to be
flung into his brother's camp. Ten years had passed since Han-
nibal had last gazed on those features. The sons of Hamilcar had
then planned their system of warfare against Rome, which they
had so nearly brought to snecessful accomplishment. Year after
year had Hannibal been struggling in Italy, in the hope of one

+ « Historie of the World,” by Sir Wulter Baleigh, p. M&
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ruler, she was at least the arbitress of the world from the Atlantie.

to tho Euphrates. The power of the three principal states was so
tompletel{‘ humbled, that they durst not, without the permission
of Rome, begin any new war; the fourth, Egypt, had already, in
the year 201, placed herself under the guardianship of Rome ; and
the lesser powers followed of themselves, esteeming it an honor to
be called the allies of Rome. With thisname {he nations were lulled
into security, and brought under the Roman yoke; the new

olitical sysftem of Rome was founded and ztrencthened, partly
by exciting and supporting the weaker states against the stronger,
however nnjust the eause of the former might be;and parily by
factions which she found means to raise in every state, even the
smallest.” —( HEEREN.)

172. War renewed between Macedon and Rome. Decisive de-
feat of Perses, the Macedonian king, by Paulus ZEmilius at Pydna
168, Destruction of the Macedonian monarchy.

150. Rome oppresses the Carthaginians till they are driven to

take up arms, and the third Punic war begins. Carthage is taken
and destroyed by Scipio Emilianus,

territory is made a Roman province. 4 -
146. In the samae yearin which Carthage falls, Corinth is stormed

146, and the Carthaginian

pder Mummins. The Achman league had
been goaded into hostilities with Rome by means similar to those
employed against Carthage. The greater part of Southern Greece
45 made a Roman provinee under the name of Achaia.
133. Numantinm is destroyed by Scipio Amilianus. “The war
against the Spaniards, who, of all the nations subdued by the
Romans, defended their liberty with the greatest obstinacy, began
in the year 200, six years after the total expulsion of the Cartha i-
nians fromtheir country, 206. It was exceedingly obstinate, partly
from the natural state of the country, which was thickly popu-
lated, and where every place became & fortress ; partly irom thg
courage of the inhabitants ; but above all, owing to _ﬂlf-. pecaliar
policy of the Romans, who were wont to employ their allies to subdue
other mations. This war continned, almost without interruption,
from the year 200 to 133, and wag for the most part carried on at
the same time in Hispania Citerior, where the Celtiberi were the
most formidable adversaries, and in Hispania Ulterior, where the
Lusitani were equally powerful. Hostilities were at the highest
piteh in 195, nnder Cato, who reduced Hispania Citerior to a state
of tranquillity in 185179, when the Celtiberi were attacked in
theirnative territory and 155-150, when the Romans in both prov-
inces were so often beaten, that nothing was more dreaded by the
goldiers at home than to be sent there. The extortions and perfidy
of Servius Galba placed Viriathus, in the year 146, at the head of
his nation, the Lusitani : the war, however, soon extended itself to
Hispania Citerior, where many nations, }.\e}rticn]ariy the Numan-
fines, took up arms against Rome, 143, Viriathus, sometmes vioto-

by the Roman army 1
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