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250. The Goths inyade the Roman provinces. The Emperor
Decius is defeated and slain by them.

253-260. The Franks and Alemanni invade Gaul, Spain, and
Africa. The Goths attack Asia Minor and Greece, The Persians
conquer Armenia. Their king, Sapor, defeats the Roman Emperor
Valerian, and takes him prisoner. General distress of the Roman
empire.

268-283. The Emperors Claudins, Aurelian, Tacitus, Probus,
and Carus defeat the various enemies of Rome, and restore order
in the Roman state.

285. Diocletian divides and reorganizes the Roman empire
After his abdication in 305 a fresh series of civil wars and eonfus-
ion ensues. Constantine, the first Christian emperor, rennites the
empire in 324

330. Constantine makes Constantinople the seat of empire instead
of Rome.

363. The Emperor Julian is killed in aclion againstthe Persians,

364-375. The empire is again divided, Valentinian being Em-
peror of the West, and Valens of the East. Valentinian repulses
the Alemanni, and other German invaders from Gaul Splendor
of the Gothic kingdom nunder Hermanric, north of the Danube,

375-395. The Huns aftack the Goths, who implore the protection
of the Roman emperor of the East. The Goths are allowed to pass
the Danube, and to settle in the Roman provinces. A war soon
breaks out between them and the Romans, and the Emperor Valens

and his army are destroyed by them. They ravage the Homan
territories. The Emperor Theodosius reduces them o submission.
They retain settlements in Thrace and Asia Minor.

395. Final division of the Roman empire hetween Arcadius and
Honorius, the two sons of Theodosius. The Goths revolt, and under
Alaric attack various parts of both the Roman empires.

410. Alaric takes the city of Rome,

412. The Goths march into Gaul, and in 414 into Spain, which
had been invaded by hosts of Vandals, Suevi, Alani, and ether
Germanie nations. Britain is formally abandoned by the Roman
empire of the West. 2

428. Genserie, king of the Vandals, conquers the Roman province
of North Africa.

441, The Huns attack the Eastern empire.

CHAPTER VL

THE BATTLE OF CHALONS, A.D. 451,

The discomfiture of the mighty attempt of Attila to found a new ant
Christian dynasty upon the wreck of the temporal power of Rome, at the
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date the relics of her power—it did not turn the rapid ebb of her
fortunes. The mission of imperial Rome was, in truth, already
accomplished. She had received and transmitted through her once
ample dominion the civilization of Greece, She had broken up
the barriers of narrow nationalities among the various states and
tribes tuat dwelt aronnd the coastsof the Mediterrannean, She had
fused these and many other races into oneorganized empire, bound
together by a community of laws, of government, and institations.
Under the shelter of her full power the True Faith had arisen in
the earth, and during the years of her decline it had been nonr-
ished to maturity, it had overspread all the provinces that ever
obeyed her sway.* For no beneficial purpose to mankind could
the dominion of the seven-hilled city have been restored or pro-
longed. But it was all-important o mankind what nations should
divide among them Rome's rich inheritance of empire. Whether,
the Germanic and Gothic warriors should form states and king-
doms out of the fragments of her dominions, and become the free
members of the commonwealth of Christian Europe; or whether
pagan savages from the wilds of Central Asia, shounld erush the
relics of classic civilization and the early institutions of the
Christianized Germans in one hopeless chaos of barbaric con-
guest. ‘The Christian Visigoths of King Theodoric fonght and
triumphed at Chalons side by side with the legions of Aetius.
Their joint victory over the Hunnish host not only resened for a
time from destruction the old age of Rome, but preserved for cen-
turies of power and glory the Germanic element in the civilization
of modern Europe.

In order to estimate the full importance to mankind of the battle
of Chalons, we must keep steadily in mind who and what the Ger-
mans were, and the important distinctions between them and the
numerous other races that assailed the Roman empire ; and it is to
be understood that the Gothic and Scandinavian nations are in-
claded in the German race. Now, ““in two remarkable traits, the
Germans differed from the Sarmatic as well as from the Slavie na-
tions, and, indeed, from all those other races to whom the Greeks
and Romans gave the designation of barbarians. I allude to their
personalfreedom and regard for the rights of men ;secondly, to the
respect paid by them tfo the female sex, and the chastity for which
the latter were celebrated among the people of the North. These
were the foundations of that probity of character, self-respect, and
purity of manners which may be traced among the Germans and
Goths even during pagan times, and which, when their sentiments
were enlightened by Christianity, brought out those splendid
traits of character-which distinguish the age of ehivalry and ro-
mance.”f What the infermixture of the German stock with the

# See the Introduction to Ranke’s < History of the Popes.”

2 f‘égue Prichard’s * Hesearches into the Physical History of Man,” vol. iiL,
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were then dwelling along the course of the Danube. The armies
of the Roman emperor that tried to check their progress were ext
to pieces by them, and Pannonia and other provinces south of th:
Danube were speedily occupied by the victorious eavalry of these
newinvaders. Not merely the degenerate Romans, buf the bold
and hardy warriors of Germany and Scandinavia, were appalled at
the number, the ferocity, the ghastly appearance and the lightning-
like rapidity of the Huns. Strange and loathsome legends were
coined and credited, which attributed their origin to the union of

= Secret, black, and midnight hags,

with the evil spirits of the wilderness.

Tribe after tribe, and city after city, fell before them. Then
canie a pause in their career of conquest in southwestern Europe,
caused probably by dissensions among their chiefs, and also by
their arms being employed in attacks upon the Scandinavian na-
tions. But when Attila (or Atzel, as he is ealled in the Hungarian
langnage) became their ruler, the torrent of their arms was
directed with augmented terrors upon the west and the south, and
their myriads marched beneath the gnidance of one master-mind
to the overthrow both of the new and the old powers of the earth.
Recent events have thrown such a sirong interest over every
thing connected with the Hungarian name, that even the terrible
renown of Atiila now impresses us the more vividly through our
sympathizing admiration of the exploits of those w ho elaim to be
descended from his warriors, and “ambitiously insert the name
of Attila among their native kings.” The authenticity of this mar-
tial genealogy is denied by some writers and questioned by more.
But it is at least certain that the Magyaar of Arpad, who “are the
immediate ancestors of the bulk of the modern Hungarians, and
who conguered the conntry which bears the name of Hungary in
A.D. 889, were of the same stock of mankind as were the Huns of
Attila, even if they did not belong to the same subdivision of that
stock. Nor is there any improbability in the tradition that after
Attila’s death many of his warriors remained in Hungary, and that
their descendants afterward joined the Huns of Arpad in their

career of conquest. It is certain that AHtila made Hungary the
seat of his empire. It seems also susceptible of clear proof that
the territory was then called Hungvar and Attila’s soldiers Hung-
vari. Both the Huns of Attila and those of Arpad came from the
family of nomadie nations whose primitive regions were those vast
wildernesses of High Asia which are included between the Altaio
and the Himalayan mountain chains. 'The inroads of these tribes
upon the lower regions of Asia and into Europe have caused many
of tha most remarkable revolutions in the history of the world.
There is every reason to believe that swarms of these nations
made their way into distant parts of the earth, at periods long
hefoija ihff}-,m of he Scythian invasion of Asia, which is the earliest
LB,
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of warriors for hardihood, strength, and skill in eve
exercise—gmave and deliberate in counsel, but rapid and remorse-
lessin execution, he gave safety and security to all who were under
his dominion, while he waged a warfare of extermination against
all who opposed or sought to escape from it. He watehed the
national passions, the prejudices, the creeds, and the superstitions
of the varied nations over which he ruled, and of those which he
songht to reduce beneath his sway : all these feelings he had the
skill to turn to his own account. ~His own warriors believed him
to be the inspired favorite of their deities, and followed him with
fanatic zeal ; his enemies looked on him as tha pre-appointed minis-
ter of heaven’s wrath against themselves : and though they belisved
not'in his creed, their own made them tremble before him.
In one of his early campaigns he appeared before his troops with
an ancient iron sword in his grasp, which he told them was the
god of war whom their ancestors had worshipped. It is certain that
the nomadic tribes of Northern Asia, whom Heredotus described
under the name of Scythians, from the earliest times worshipped
as their god a bare sword. That sword-god was supposed, in
Attila’s time, to have disappeared from earth - but the Hunnish
king now claimed to have received it by special revelation. Itwas
said that a herdsman, who was tracking in the desert a wounded
heifer by the drops of blood, found the mysterions sword standing
fixed in the ground, asif it had darted down froma heaven. The
herdsman bore it to Attila, who thenceforth was believed by the
Huns to wield the Spirit of Death in battle, and their seers proph-
esied that that sword was to destroy the world. A Roman,* who
was on an embassy to the Hunnish camp, recorded in his memoirs
Attila’s acquisition of this supernatural weapon, and the immense
influence over the minds of the harbaric tribes which its possession
gave him. In the title which he assumed we shall see the skill
with which he availed himself of the legends and creeds of other
nations as well as of his own. He designated himself “Arrica,
Descendant of the Great Nimrod. Nurtured in Engaddi. By the
Grace of God, King of the Huns, the Goths, the Danes, and the
Medes. The Dread of the World.”
Herbert states that Attilais represented on an old medallion witha
Teraphim, or a head, on his breast ; and the same writer adds, ‘“We

Ty martial

know, from the ‘Hamartigenea’ of Prudentins, that Nimrod, with
& snaky-haired head, was the object of adoration of the heretical
followers of Marcion ; and the same head was the palladinm set
up by Antiochus Epiphanes over the gates of Antioch, thongh it
has been called the visage of Charon. The memory of Nimrod
was certainly regarded with mystic veneration by many ; and by
asserting himself to be the heir of that mighty hunter before
the Lord, he vindicated to himself at least the whole Babylonian
Kingdom.

* Priscus upud Jornandem.
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«The singulax assertion in his style, that he was nurtured in
Engaddi, where he certainly had never been, will be more easily
wnderstood on reference to the bwelfth chapter of the Book of Rev-
clations, concerning the woman clothed with the sun, who was o
bring forth in the wilderness cwhere she hath a place prepared of
God’—a man-child, who was to contend with the dragon having
seven heads and ten horns, and rule all nations with a rod of iron.
This prophecy was at that tfime nnderstood universally by the sin-
cere Christians to refer to the birth of Constantine, who was o
overwhelm the paganism of the city on the seven hills and it i8
still so explained ; butit is evident that the heathens must have
looked on it in a different light, and regarded it as a foretelling of
the birth of that Great One who should master the temporal power
of Bome. The assertion, therefore, that he was nurtured in
Engaddi, isa claim to be looked upon as that man-child who was
to be brought forth in a place prepared of God in the wilderness.
Engaddi means a place of palms and vines in the desert ; it was
hard by Zoar, the city of refuge, which was saved in the Vale of
Siddim, of Demons, when the rest were destroyed by fire and
brimstone from the Lord in heaven, and might, therefore, be
especially called a place prepared of God in the wilderness.”

Tt 15 obvious enough why he styled himself By the Grace of
God, King of the Huns and Goths;” and it seems far from difficulb
to see why he added the names of the Medes and the Dr ses. His
armies had been engaged in warfare against the Persian kingdom

of the Sassanids, and it is certain® that he meditated the invasion
4nd overthrow of the Medo-Persian power. Probably some of the
northern provinees of that kingdom had been compelled to pay
him tribute; and this would account for his styling himself King
of the Medes, they being his remotest subjects to the south. From
a gimilar cause, he may have called himself King of the Danes, as
his power may well have extended northward as far as the nearest
of the Scandinavian nations, and this mention of Medes and
Danes as his subjects would serve at once to indicate the vast ex-
tent of his dominion.f

The immense territory north of the Danube and Black Sea and
eastward of Caueasus, over which Attila ruled, firstin conjunetion
with his brother Bleda, and afterward alone, eannot be very ac-
curately defined, but it must have compriged within it, besides
the Huns, many nstions of Slavie, Gothic, Teutonic, and Finnish
origin. South also of the Danube, the country, from the River
San as far as Novi in Thrace, was & Hunnish province. Such was
the empire of the Huns in A.D. 445 ; a memorable year, in which

+ cee the narrative of Priscus.
ed.” the old poet who describes the reception of

1 In the « Niebelungen Li y
the heroine Chrimhild by Attila (Etsel], says that Attila’s dominions were
cq vast, that among his Subject-warriors Lhere were Russian, Greek, Wi

Jacntan, Polish, and even Danish knights:
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Were univers: 1]I urpose the legends and forebodings -h'\:i“m =
el w- :hiihprmd throughout the Roman 'enﬁ;;? IL(; Hion
far e S macianiall
he : j a completed the twelft 5
Syunddion ot Hotne, nocortng s bk oo s
which were Emidl;::; cii:m.mug tIlGIRr)lmms M twglvu .vnl:"l#i.(!
e : ¢ appeared to Romulus whe i
enduré\.' bff‘{l?;ﬁt‘:i-lm:) time during which the Ro?n]i;x;n?\?e:on;lmd Td
terpretation of tLlu‘;bv‘i-;liicmmi"lei:“l i o Thli;l;nd
. 1 sion of the birds s =
g ol o e i, 05 o dokny wae onezen
oxiith of it":”e:i}f) run, and while the impm'iulbcit miny ehiy
nearer to its g;gﬂfﬁ:sigiut&;ﬁ ho 1{3“"m 2, e dreéf mi‘;gt :i‘&,
T 2405 , A1 ‘&S MOINe grew w ; '. N
B oAl home oz pakel s vl
B t-lh ed an_-.l though_'_. of; and in mtila-sez:i;‘iﬂ 0OES
T hc-ht o th?lm_omunhﬂy extinetion of the Roman stat ih the
o el e a§t vnltu:re’:s wing. Moreover, among tl? e
fmtrie?dai 1:-?nnect:ad with the foundation of the city P A
it it Rfo';:‘:ui;t;f %._i:lmus;, there was one most terrible ':xh:‘n:nlbli’hg
L 8 did not pu s he . - W I
EHAR e Tl bot i put bis brother to death in accident or

#¢ He slew his gallant twin
With inexpiable siu,t“'

deliberately, and in i
7 compliance with th i
ibar 41, o)  the warnings 2
%Jeﬁﬂ the'f)jrli?: esl;ft,(i:iﬁlincg.irl ottiA a fhmt llu-r s*blood wa:.% b?lflgtlgfrﬂ? il-;[::?;
e e founde oL . :
dL{.‘El:y her twelve centuries of c;:srt:;fcju')ﬁuu e
hundrt::;lt{ II‘l.iflg).?fe, therefore, with what terror in this, the twely
Salrudth year a ter the foundation of Rome, the inhabit: b ot
e Bon m?l:ili-l:lw must have heard the tidings that tjfitau:'u‘ 'n{
DEokbze: ,‘Whi.c].ll ?ml Bleda, had founded a new capital or Ui‘ln
TR l\-hTs designed to rule over the ancient ca nii-Ll =
fouml“ti(,n:s' Or‘hit'l“i‘ _v\‘tl'i]lu.‘ like Romulus, had tucmscr;mate:ii t(lu'{
e radongof | .sfm-v. city by murdering his brother: so ti at
poyiomama },le (f»] centuries then about to commence, domn 'n'w‘
bt hnyls;aii'iﬁzglotI?: %’1l?lom'v spirits‘of destiny in fu:'ijru:’.rl:;
2 L € ul y & 3 i h i
fniltn_eriy obtained it for th(E lzh)lill:;;l i
1s to be remembered that not only the pagans, but also the

* See a courious justifi
; curious ju cation of Attila fo
]7;' iﬁ%l.m ,Il‘l!l}iélgqlrmn l:uh'w:.uw. in the note u.r;iil';”?p"{’f‘ ”.Ells l)roi.hvr,nhny] ]
xample of Romulus is the main aulhority eiu&tgtsi P




134 DECISIVE BATTLES.

Christians of that age, knew and believed in these legends and
omens, however they might differ as 10 the nature of the super-
human ageney by which such mysteries had been made Enown
to mankind. And we may observe, with Herbert, a modern
iearned dignitary of our church, how remarkably this augury was
Fulfilled; for *if to the twelve venturies denoted by the twelve
vultures that appeared to Romulus, we add for the six birds that
appeared to Remus six lustra, or periods of five years each, by
which the Romans were wont to pumber their time, it brings us
precisely tothe year 476, in which the Roman empire was finally
extinguished by Odoacer.”

An attempt to assassinate Attila, made, or supposed fo have
been made, at the instigation of Theodoric the younger, the Em-
peror of Constantinople, drew the Hunnish armies, in 445, upon
the Eastern-empire, and delay ed for a time the destined blow
against Rome. Probably a more important cause of delay wasthe
Tevolt of some of the Hunnish tribes fo the north of the Black Sea
against Attila, which broke out about this period, and is cursorily
mentioned by the Byzantine writers. Atfila quelled this revolt
and having thus consolidated his power, am% having punished
the presumption of the Eastern Roman emperor by fearful rav-
fges of his fairest provinces, Attila, in 450 A.D., prepared to seb
ras vast forces in motion for the conquest of Western Europe. He
sought unsuccessfully by diplomatic intrigues to detach the King
of the Visigoths from his alliance with Rome, and he resolved
first to ernsh the power of Theodorie, and then fo advance with
overwhelming power to trample out the last sparks of the doomed
Roman empire.

A strange invitation from a Roman princess gave him a prefext
for the war, and threw an ait of chivalric enterprise over his inva~-
sion. Honoria, sister of Valentinian 1II., the Emperor of the
West, had sent to Attila to offer him her hand and her supposed
right to share in the imperial power. This had been discovered
by the Romans, and Honoria had been forthwith closely lmpris-
oned. Attila now pretended to take up arms in behalf of his self-
promised bride, and proclaimed that he was about to march t0
Rome to redress Honoria's wrongs. Ambition and spite agains
her brother must have been the cole motives that led the lady to
woo the royal Hun; for Attila's face and person had all the natural
ugliness of his race, and the deseription given of him by & Byzan-
tine embassador must have been well known m the imperial
oourts. Herbert has well versified the portrait drawn by Priscug
of the great enemy of both Byzantium and Rome:

1 Terrific was his semblance, In 10 mold
Of beautiful proporticn cast; his imbs
Nothing exalted, but with sinews braced
Of Chalybaean temper. agile, lithe

And Swifter than the roe; Lis le
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gﬁs oyverbrow?’d by a gigantic head
St!“frlat{l'.? lu.-t.-l_:. deeply sunk, and 51'113.11 that gleam+d
Strange :‘?.-:1'.'&::;‘5 rrl :xi,-:llliuu-,:h some spirit unclean
i it ¥oral tenement install®
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& ?i b -111_d and hoary : his flat nostrils erown’d
T];\;.::‘Tﬁ;ﬁi}.;\{:;n visage; but, withal,

'hat questionable shape such glory W
That mortals quail d beneath ﬁ'u?ll:':" it
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fbaun t:;h ‘e_\. l}md subj ngated; noris there any reason to SIQ‘1L=rYt
giood _;L_mc Ers of wilful exaggeration in estimating Allstilc'{:
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di\'i:itdéhiq ‘}zi?;sf‘w}lo endeavored to bar his progress. HL‘J{(’;:
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ivér;’ﬁ({;dcz:;‘) ttlm Mr(:spllz“, and l'ics_troyefl Besan ;oz? !:;11:::1 l:tjll:es-::lttc’n%d-
biogmp‘hé:‘: ;jt:Rtttil])f‘ Eulriggilmlmns. th()!:u.a of the latest and I:t:si
5 s tils (:) bserves, that, ““ havin )
%1‘-];?';?1.:}1331{ [):l‘t of France, Attila prr-}mr’ed fnrlxirllg 1t E:?;ig(ﬁi'(:gd
s ir\'l ic herptnnr_-a beyond the Ioire. He marched upon O .
mlws,ﬂ litlfi;ealfenmfiuggﬁ:i Lto fzw;t::ctthf: passage of that ri\‘{-i‘. anﬁ
fy & st SIHC equisite to enable us to perceive
gfr‘t'ii;,}:;ilofla &t& stematic plan: he had his riglht win:tk}:tﬁg
gorn for tlle pro e(:lf:(an of his Frank allies; his left winzr on the
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q]i{mt e .v.a‘rd the chief object of the can;laaxfg;:— the eon:
dackko '{‘]f;msha;ld an easy passage into the West Gothie do:
o t_hi-“ d(';; plan is very like that of the allied powers in
thrn;mh theds‘] ifference, that their left wing entered Franc
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o Wm;:;: tl 1ry_loh_]ect of the campaign was the capture of ]:'u'is 2
- ()rIe;mscf 'uIJ{Jd the year 451 that the Huns commenced t,h(‘z\}iﬁ .
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al £ X sly exerte i alf 1 i
and organizing such an army as might, \\'he;:: 11?::2?1]50"5,33;‘153%

=B ™
5 fographical Dictionary commenced by the Useful Knowledge Soclety




136 DEGISIVE BATTLES. BATTLE OF CHALONS 151

of the Visigoths, be fit to face the Huns in the field. He enlisted Eﬁf?ﬁnmﬁg who formed the right of Attila’s army. The gallant
avery subject of the Roman empire whom patriotism, cOUTage, or thol. mff&li fm;ge_lf struck down by a javelin, as he rode onward ab
compulsion could collect beneath the standards ; and round these tin: ‘i': lﬂh‘ iismen ; and his own cavalry charging over him
Eoore S hich assumed “he once prond title “,f l_h-: legions of Rome, r" ruLi. (% 111_.1_t.4_) c_lcut'h in the confusion. But the Visigoths, infu’.
he arrayed the large forces of barbaric auxiliaTies, whom pay, per- “f-“ o ;lﬁt l}lllh[_dl'llﬂl, by their monarch’s fall, ronted the enemies
cuasion, or the general hate and dread of the Huns brought to the o i‘t"f“-‘- '}lit lflll- and then wheeled upon the flank of the Hunnish
camp of the last of the Boman generals. Eing Theodoric exerted mn;::‘t“‘tﬁ had been engaged in a sanguinary and indecisive
himself with equal energy. Orleans resisted her besiegers bravely 113 Lth W) the Alans. 3
as inufter times. The passage of the Loire was skilfully defended wh? t;f p_t*hrﬂ Attila made his center fall back upon his camp ; anc
arainst the Huns: and Aefius and Theodoric, after much manen- en. l. e 1"‘ elter of its entrenchments and wagons had onece been
vering and difficulty, effected a junction of their armies £o the Eégiﬁ_‘-‘:‘; tt}ﬂuﬂnlnms.h ara:hers_; repulsed, without difficulty, the
Nt of that important e i . a&;\?not' ‘le .wbe.n_ggfnl Gothic cavalry. Aetius had not pressed
On the advance of the allies mpon Orleans, Attilainstantly broke bt £ 1? age which he gained on his side of the field, and when
ap the siege of that city, and retreated toward the Marne. Hedid lflf:l!,t . 1 E\h&-r the wild scene of havoe, Attila’s left was still unde-
not choose to risk a decisive battle with only the central corps of u*: e 7 ut his right had been routed, and his center forced back
his army against {he combined power of his enemies, .:md.hethe,re- 1E!xl ..li-c(},mp‘
o5 2oV baok upon his base of operations, calling in his wings from nrc-hei;;h' mfn _ali assault on the morrow, Attila statiened his best
Arras and Besancon, and concentrating the whole of the Hunmnish ot tm m]i of the cars and wagons, which were drawn up asa
forces on the vast plains of Chalons-sur-Marne. A elance at the ortification along his lines, snd made every preparation for a

map will show how scientifically this place was chosen by the desperate resistance. But the *“ Scourge ef God ™ resolved that no

Hunnish general as the point for his scattered forces to eonverge

man should boast of the honor of having either capfured i
im > 5 ; ptured or .ia
upon ; and the nature of the ground was eminently favorable for };ﬂ“éﬂnrﬂ he clﬂugied to be raised in the center of Lig enca.mpmvntu;
the operations of cavalry, the arm in which Attila’s strength pecu- he:f’poﬁ)ﬁ?:lgpfitl:gg t;"‘-‘t‘idt‘n S!;S-i;lﬁa sfﬁ:is cavalry : round it he
liarly 1ay. ez B SR SomeR iat he had wom ; on it he sta-
It'\msyduring the retreat from Orleans that & Christian hermitis Ll:;li;;é :;ll’n Wl?t?z\“i'm had accompanied him in the cz,umpairrn ?ai.&d
reported to have approached the Hunnish king, and said to him, anide 1;imilllul 4 ttila placed himself, ready to perishin the flames,
«Thon art the Seourge of God for the chastisement of the Chris- suce ,31 i .B“c-mrml-ls foe of their cheicest ty, should they
figns.” Atfila instantly assnmed this new title of terror, w_hlch uf}:é—;‘iiln Bt&;rmlng his defenses.
thenceforth became the appellation by which he was most widely s withen];"lﬁl mlfmmg_ broke and revealed the extent of the car-
and most fearfully known. Ser S ey \]’i' 1c dt 6 plains were heaped for miles, the successful
The confederate armies of Bomans and Visigoths at last met their et alsoan respected the resoluteattitude of their antagonist.
great adversary face to face on the ample n!ile-grqund of the S ir a c;e lt)m)} measures taken o blockade him in his camp, and
Chalons plains. Aetius commanded on the right of the allies e 2 = i'y amine that submission which it was too plainly
Kine Theodoric on the left; and Sangipan, kmg of the Alans, Eack‘tﬁs goans with the sword. Attila was allowed to march
whoss fidelity was suspected, Was placed purposely In the center, EhE Sar (i)lr emnants of his army without molestation, and even with
and in the very front of the pattle. Attila commanded his center i n slgc;a of success. i
in pesson, ab the head of his ownu conntr_\_.vmcn,‘v.-lum the Ostro- viewls' probable that the crafty Aetius was unwilling to be too
goths, the Gepids; and the other gubject a}lles of the Huns had :10\1{!. He dreaded the glory Whl:.‘-]} his allies the Visigoths
wers drawn up on the Wings. Some maneuvering appears to have Pﬁncc(l'ﬂreq' and feared that Rome might find a second Alerio in
occurred before the engagement, in which Aetius had the advan- tad bﬂ : Oll;ls?ﬂund. who had signalized himself in the battle, and
tage, inasmuch as he succeeded in ocenupying & slopmg‘hlll, which emeanac ({;en on the field to gucceed his father Theodoric. He
commanded the left flank of the Huns. Attila saw the imporfance Ehus a l'e ; the young king to return at once to his capital, and
of the position taken by Aefius on the high ground, and commenced == fr_e w‘: ed himself at the same sime of the presence of a danger-
the battle by a furious attack on this part of the Roman line, 1M -At;tlj}]e!'“ . as well as of a formidable though beaten foe.
which he seems to have detached some of his best troops from his o 2 a-_sgtt,mks on the Western empire were soon renewed, but
center to aid his left. The Romans, having the advantage of the b"f‘_’e" whl't dS‘lch peril to the civilized world as had menaced it
ground, repulsed the Huns, and while the allies gained this advan- b:t?lm u;‘-* efeat at Chalons ; and on his death two years after that
tage on the right, their lefly S der King Theodoric, assailed the e, the vast empire which his genius had founded was soon dis-
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