= — e e B T
e TR

=

138 DECISIVE BATTLES.

severad by the suecessful revolts of the subject nations. The name
of the Huns ceased fcr some centuries to inspire terror in Western
Europe, and their ascendency passed away with thc;hfe of the great
king by whom it had been so fearfully augmented.

Syrorsis oF EVENTS BETWEEN THE BATTLE 0F CHALONS, A.D. 451, AxD
TrE BATTLE oF Touss, A.D. T32.

AD. 476. The Roman empire of the West extinguished by
OACET. ! i
0(}131. Establishment of the French monarchy in Gaul by Clovis.
455-582. The Saxons, Angles, and l"ri‘s:';ms conquer Britian, ex-
cept the northern parts and the districts along the west coast.
The German conquerers found eight independent king‘do‘ms. [
533 568. The generals of Justinian, the Emperor of (:-onst.smu-
nople, conquer Italy and North Africa ; and these countries are for
a short time annexed fo the Roman empire o_ti L?t;t::‘nst..
568-570. The Lombards conguer great part o Nehin
570—6'27. The wars between the e;;i perors of Constantinople and
Lo kings of Persia are actively continued. _ .
: €29, The Mohammedan era of the Hegira, Mohammed is driven
from Mecca, and is received as Prince of Medina.
629-632. Mohammed conguers Arabia. :
632-651. The Mohammedan Arabs invade and conquer Persia
632-709. They attack the Roman empire of the East. They con-
uer Syria, Egypt and Africa. = )
3 7(}9-‘%13. 'I‘l:’ge):,'I cross the Straits of Gibmltar, and invade and

conquer Spail.

CHAPTER VII.

THE BATTLE OF TOUES, A.D. T52.
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the cities of Poietiers and Tours is principally composed of a suo-
cession of rich pasture lands, which are traversed and fertilized by
the Cher, the Creuse, the Vienne, the Claine, the Indre, and other
tributaries of the River Loire. Here and there the ground swells
into picturesque eminences, and oceasionally a belt of forest land,
a brown heath, or a clustering series of vineyards breaks the
monotony of the widespread meadows; but the general character
of the land is that of a grassy plain, and it seems naturally adapted
for the evolutions of numerous armies, especially of those vast
bodies of cavalry which prineipally decided the fate of nations
during the centuries that followed the downfall of Rome, and pre-
ceded the consolidation of the modern European powers.

This region has been signalized by more than one memorable
conflict ; but it is principally interesting to the historian by having
been the scene of the great victory won Qb) Charles Martel over the
Saracens, A.p. 732, which gave a decisive check to the career of
Arab conquest in Western Europe, rescued Christendom from
Islam, preserved the relics of ancient and the germs of modern
civilization, and re-established the old superiority of Indo-European
over the Semitic family of mankind.

Sismondi and Michelet have underrated the enduring interest of
this great Appeal of Battle between the champious of the Creseent
and the Cross. But, if French writers have slighted the exploits
of thezr national hero, the Saracenio trophies of Charles Martel have
had fall justice done to them by English and German historians.
Gibbon devotes several pages of his great work* to the narrative of
the battle of Tours, and the consideration of the consequeneces
which probably would have resulted if Abderrahman’s enter-
prise had not been crushed by the Frankish chief. Schlegelf
speaks of this “mighty victory™ in terms of fervent gratitude, and
tells how ‘“the arm of Charles Martel saved and delivered the
Christian nations of the West from the deadly grasp of all-destroy-
ing Islam ;” and Ranket points out, as ‘“‘one of the most important
epochs in the history of the world, the commencement of the eighth
gsentury, when on one side Mohammedanism threatened to over-
spread Ifaly and Gaul, and on the other the ancient idolatry of
Saxony and Friesland once more forced its way across the Rhine.
In this peril of Christian institutions, a youthful prince of Germanic
race, Karl Martell, arose as their champion, maintained them with
all the energy which the necessity for self-defense calls forth, and
finally extended them into new regions.”

* Vol. vil, p. 17, ¢ seq. Gibbon’s sneering remark, that if the Saracen
conquests had not then been checked, ** perhaps the Interpretation of the
Koran would now be taught in the schools of Oxford, and her tgﬂlplm might
demanstrate to a circumelsed people the sancity and truth of the Tevelation
of Mohammed, has almost an air of regret.

1 * Fhilosphy of History,” p. 33L

3 “*History of the Reformatoa in dermany,” vol. L, ps §,
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Arnold® ranks the victory of Charles Martel eyen. higher than
the vietory of Arminius, “among those signal deliverances which
have affected for centuries the happiness of mankind.” In fact; the
more we test its importance, the higher we shall be led to estimate
it: and, though all authentic details which we possess of its cir-
enmstances and its heroes are but meager, we can trace encugh of
its general character to make us watch with deep interest this
encounter hetween the rival conquerors of the decaying Roman
empire, That old classic world, the history of which occupies 50
large a portion of our early studies, lay, in the eighth cenfury of
our era, utterly inanimate and overthrown. On the north the
Georman, on the south the Arab, was rending away its provinces.
At last the spoilers encountered one another, each striving for the
vull mastery of the prey. Their conilict brought back upon the
memory of Gibbon the old Homeric simile, where the strife of
Hector and Patroclus over the dead body of Cebriones is compared
to the combat of two lions, that in their hate and hunger fight
together on the mountain tops over the carcass of a slaughtered
stag ; and the reluctant yielding of the Saracen power to the supe.
rior might of the Northern warriors might not inaptly recall those
other lines of the game book of the Iliad, where the downfall of
Patroclus beneath Hector is likened to the forced yielding of the
panting and exhaustad wild boar, that had long and furiously
foughtwith a superior beast of prey for the possession of the scanty
fountain among the rocks at which each burned to drink.{ ;

Although three centuries had passed away since the Germanic
conquerors of Rome had crossed the Rhine, never to repass that
frontier stream, no settled system of institutions or government,
no amalgamation of the various races intoone people, no uniformity
of langunage or habits, had been established in the country at the
time when Charles Martel was called to repel the menscing fide of
Saracenic invasion from the south. Gaul was not g-et, France. In
that, as in other provinces of the Roman empire of the West, the
dominion of the Cmsars had been shattered as early as the fifth
century, and barbaric kingdoms and principalities had promptly
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arisen on the ruins of the Roman power. Butfew of thesehad any
pamanency, and none of them consolidated the rest, or any con-
siderable number of the rest, into one coherent and organized civil
and political society. The great bulk of the population still con-
sisted of _t'hc conquered provineials, that is to say, Romanized Celts
of a Gallic race which had long been under the dominion of the
Cmsars, and had acquired, together with no slight infusion of Roman
blood, the language, the literature, the laws and the civilization of
I_fﬂm_m. Among these, and dominant over them, roved or dwelt the
German vietors ; some retaining nearly all the rude independence
of their primitive national character,oth s softened and diseiplined
by the aspect and contact of the mz oners and institutions of eivil-
ized life ; for it is to be borne in wind that the Roman empire in
the West was not erushed by any sudden avalanche or barbaric
invasion. The Germanic conquerors came across the Rhine, not
I enormous hosts, but in bands of a few thousand wur;'inrs
ata time. The cun({uest- of a province was the result of an infinite
series of partial local invasions, carried on by little armies of this
description. The victorious warriors either retired with their booty
or fixed themselves in the invaded district, taking care o keep gufii-
viently concentrated for military purposes, and everready for some
-resh f(lr-ra).-', c"xt-her against a rival Teutonic band, or some hitherto
dnassailed city of the provincials. Gradually, however, the con-
merors acquired a desire for permanent landed possessions. They
ost somewhat of the restless thirst for novelty and adventure which
aad first made them throng beneath the banner of the boldest cap-
iains of their tribe, and leave their native forests for a roving mili-
ary life on the left bank of the Rhine. They weras converted to
ihe Christian faith, and gave up with their old creed much of the
zoarse ferocity which must have been fostered in the spirits of the
ancient warriors of the North by a mythology which promised, as
the reward of the brave on earth, an efernal "c_‘,'cle, of fighting and
drunkenness in heaven. 5
But, although their conversion and other civilizing influences
o_}mmtm'i powerfully upon the Germans in Gaul, and although the
Franks (who were originally a confederation of the Teutonic tribes
t!mt dwelt between the Bhine, the Maine, and the Weser) estab-
lished a decisive superiority over the other conquerors of the prov-
ince, as well as over the conquered provineials, the conniry long
remained a chaos of uncombined and shifting elements. The early
princes of the Merovingian dynasty were generally occupied in
¥ars against other princes of their house, oceasioned by the fre-
ment subdivisions of the Frank monarchy ; and the ablest and best
uf them had found all their energies tasked to the ntmost to defend
the barrier of the Rhine against the pagan Germans who strove to
vass the river and gather their share of the spoils of the empire.
The conquests which the-Saracens effected over the sonthern and
¢castern provinces of Rome were far mor rapid than those achieved
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like a good Moslem, for revenge for the slanghter of some detach-
ments of the True Believers, which had been eut off on the north
of the Pyrenees.

In addition to his cardinal military virtues, Abderrahman is
described by the Arab writers as a model of integrity and justice,
The first two years of his second administration in Spain were oc-
cupied in severe reforms of the abuses which under his prede-
cessors had crept into the system of government, and in extensive
preparations for his infended conquest in Gaul. Besides the
troops which he collected from his province, he obtained from
Africa a Iarge body of chosen Berber cavalry, officered by Arabs of
proved skill and valor; and in the summer of 732, he crossed the
Pyrenees at the head of an army which some Arab writers rate at
eighty thousand strong, while some of the Christian chroniclers
swell its numbers to many hundreds of thousands more. Probably
the Arab account diminishes, but of the two keeps nearer to the
truth. It was from this formidable host, after Eundes, the Count
of Aquitaine, had vai_uly striven to check if, after many strong
cities had fallen before i, and half the land had been overrun,
that Ganl and Christendom were at last rescued by the strong arm
of Prince Charles, who acquired a surname,* like that of the war-
god of his forefathers’ creed, from the might with which he broke
and shattered his enemies in the battle.

The Merovingian kings had sunk into absolute insignificance,
and had become mere puppets of royalty before the eighth cen-
tury. Charles Martel, like his father, Pepin Heristal, was Duka
of the Austrasian Franks, the bravest and most thoroughly Ger-
manic part of the nation, and exercised, in the name of the titular
king, what little paramount authority the turbulent minor rulers
of districts and towns could be persuaded or compelled to acknowl-
edge. Engaged with his national competitors in perpetual con-
flicts for power, and in more serious struggles for safety against
the fierce tribes of the unconverted Frisians, Bavarians, Saxons,
and Thuringians, who at that epoch assailed with peculiar ferocity
the Christianized Germans on the left bank of the Rhine, Charles
Martel added expérienced skill to his natural courage, and he had
also formed a militia of veterans among the Franks. Hallam has
thrown out a doubt whether, in our admiration of his victory ak
Tours, we do nof judge a little too much by the event, and whether
there was not rashness in his risking the fate of France on the re-
sult of a general battle with the invaders. But when we remember
that Charles had no standing army, and the independent spirit
of the Frank warriors who followed his standard, it seems most
probable that it was notin his power to adopt the eautious policy
of watching the inyaders, and wearing out their strength by delay.

* Martel—The Hammer. Seée the Scandanavian Sagas for an account of
the faverite weapon of Thor.
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above some of the most spirited passages of these writers ; but it
is impossible to collect from them any thing like a full or authen-
tic deseription of the great battle itself, or of the operations which
preceded and followed it.

Though, however, we may have cause to regret the meagerness
and doubtful character of these narratives, we have the great ad-
vantage of being able to compare the accounts given in Abderrah-
man’s expedition by the national writers of each side. Thisis a
benefit which the inquirer into antiguity so seldom can obiain,
that the fact of possessing it, in the case of the battle of Tonrs,
makes us think the historical testimony respecting that great
event more certain and satisfactory than is the case in many other
Instances, where we possess abundant details respecting military
txploits, but where those details come to us from the annalist of
pne nation only, and where we have, consequently, no safegnard
against the exaggerations, the distorlions, and the fictions which
national vanity has so often put forth in the garb and under the
title of history. The Arabian writers who recorded the conquests
and wars of their countrymen in Spain hayve narrated also the ex-
pedition into Gaul of their great emir, and his defeat and death
near Tours, in battle with the host of the Franks under King
Caldus, the name into which they metamorphose Charles Martel. ™

They tell us how there was a war between the count of the
Frankish frontier and the Moslems, and how the eount gathered
together all his people, and fought for a time with doubiful suc-
cess. “ But,”? say the Arabian chroniclers, “Abderrahman drove
them back; and the men of Abderrahman were puffed up in spirit
by their repeated successes, and they were full ugtmat in the valor
and the practice in war of their emir. So the Moslems smote
their enemies, and passed the River Garonne, and laid waste the
conntr{, and took captives withoutnumber. And that army went
through all places like a desolating storm. Prosperity made these
warriors insatiable. At the passage of the river, Abderrahman
overthrew the count, and the count retired into his stronghold,
but the Moslems fought against it, and entered it by force and

slew the count; for every thing gave way to their cimeters, which
were the robbers of lives. Alf‘the nations of the Franks trembled
at that terrible army, and they betook them to their king Caldus,
and told him of the havoe made by the Moslem horsemen, and
how they rode at their will through all the land of Narbonne,
Toulouse, and Bordeaux, and they told the king of the death of

* The Arablan chronicies were compiled and translated into Spanish
by Don Jose Antonio Conde,in his * Historla de la Dominacion de los
Arabos en Espana ’ published at Madrid in 1820, Conde’s plan, which I
have endeavored to follow, was to preserve both the style and spirit of his
Oréental authorities, so that we find in his pages a genuine Saracenic nar-
rative of the Wars in Western Europe between the Mohammedans and the
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their confit. Then the king bade them be of good cheer, and
offered to aid them. And in the 114th year® he mounted his
horge, and he took with him a host that could not be nnmbered,
and went against the Moslems. And he came npon them at the
great city of Tours. And Abderrahman and other prudent cava-
Liers saw the disorder of the Moslem troops, who were loaded with
spoil; but they did not yenture to displease the soldiers by order-
ing them toabandon every thing except theirarms and war-horses.
‘And Abderrahman frusted in the valor of his soldiers, and in the
good fortune which had ever attended him. Dut (the Arab writer
semnrks) such defect of discipline always is fatal to armies. So
Abderrahman and his hostattacked Tours to gain still more gpoil,
and they fought against it so fiercely that they stormed the city
almost befors the eyes of the army that came to save it} and the
fary and the cruelty of the Moslems toward the inhabitants of the
city was like the fury and cruelty of raging tigers. It was manifest,”
adds the Arab, “that God's chastisement was sure to follow such
excesses; and Fortune thereupon turned her back upeon the Mos-
lems.

«Near the River Owar,f the two great hosts of the two languages
and the two creeds were set in array against each other. The
hearts of Abderrahman, his captains, and his men, were filled
with wrath and pride, and they were the first to begin the fight.
The Moslem horsemen dashed fierce and frequent forward againss
the battalions -of the Franks, who resisted manfally, and many
foll dead on either side until the going down of the sun. Night
parted the two armies; bub in the gray of the morning the Mos-
lems returned to the battle. Their cavaliers had soon hewn their
way into the center of the Christian host. But many of the Mos-
Jems were fearful for the safety of the spoil which they had stored
in their tents, and a false cry arose in their ranks that some of the
enemy were plundering the eamp; wherenpon several squadrons
of the Moslem horsemen rode off to protect their tents. But it
seemed as if they fled ; and all the host was tronbled. And while
Abderrahman strove to check their tumult, and to lead them back
to battle, the warriors of the Franks came around him, and he
was pierced through with many spears, 50 that he died. Then all
fhe host fled before the enemy, and many died in the flight. This
deadly defeat of the Moslems, and the loss of the great leader and
good cavalier Abderrahman, fook place in the bundred and fif-
teenth year.” .

It would be difficult to expect from an adversary a more explicit
confession of having been thoroughly vanquished than the Arabs
here accord to the Europeans. The points on which their narra-
tive differs from those of the Christians—as to how many days the
conflict lasted, whether the assailed city was actually rescued or

* Of the Heglra. 1 Probably the Lolre,
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10t and the like—are of little moment compared with the admit-
ted great fact that there was a decisive trial of strength between
,.rm]:_lk and Saracen, in which the former congunered. The (-ndn.r-
ing importance of the hattle of Tours in the eyes of the Moslems
i attested not only by the expressions of the deadly battle” and
¢the disgraceful overthrow " which their writers constantly em-
ploy when referring to it, but also by the fact that no moreserious
attempts ab conquest beyond the Pyrenees were made by the
ba_rmn-us, Charles Martel, and his son and grandson, were ieft at
leisure to consolidate and extend their power. The new Christian
Roman empire of the West, which the genius of Charlemagne
founded, and throughout which his iron will imposed peace on
the old anarchy of creeds and races, did not indeed retain its in-
tegrity after its great ruler's death. Fresh troubles came over
Europe : but Christendom, though disunited was safe. The prog-
ress of civilization, and the development of the nationalities and
governments of modern Europe, from that time forth went forward
in not uninterrupted, but nltimately certain career.

Syxorss oF EVENTS BETWEEN THE Batrie or Touss, A.». 732,
AxD THE BarrLe or Hastmvgs, A.p. 1066.

A.D. 768-814. Reign of Charlemagne. This monarch has justly
been termed the principal regenerator of Western Europe, after
the ‘destruction of the Roman Empire. The early death of his
brother Carloman left him sole master of the dominion of the
Franks, which, by asuccession of victorious wars, he enlarged into
the new empire of the West. He conquered the Lombards, and
re-established the pope at Rome, who, in return, acknowledged
Charles as suzerain of Italy. And in the year 800, Leo IIL, in the
name of the Roman people, solemnly crowned Charlemagne at
Rome as emperor of the Roman empire of the West. In Spain,
Charlemagne ruled the country between the Pyrences and the
Ebro ; but his most important congquests were effécted on the east
ern side of his original kingdom, over the Sclavonians of Bohemia,
the Avars of Pannonia, and over the previously uncivilized Ger-
man tribes, who had remained in their fatherland. The old
Saxons were his most obstinate antagonists, and his wars with
them lasted for thirty years. Under him the greater part of Ger-
many was compulsorily eivilized and converted from paganism to
Christianity. Iis emp-reextended eastward as far as the Elbe, the
Baale, the Bohemian Mountains, and a line drawn from thence crogs-
ing the Danube above Vienna, and prolonged to the Gulf of Istsa.*
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* Hallam's * Middle Ages.”




