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with his horse all eoated with iron - *Sire,’ said he, ‘ we Larry here
too long ; let us all arm ourselves, Allons?! Allons!’

“*Then all went to their tents, and armed themselyes as they bess
might ; and the duke was ver

and he was courteous to ANy arms
and horses to them. When he prepared to arm himself, he ealled
first for his good hauberk, and a man brought it on his arm, and
placed it before him, bat in putting his head in to gef, it on, he
unawaces turned it the wrong way, with the back part in front. He
soon changed it; but when he saw that those who stood by wers
sorely alarmed, he said, *T have seon many & man who, if such g
thing had happened to him, would not have borne arms, or entered
the ficld the same day ; butl never believed in omens, and I never
will. Ttirustin God, for he does in all things his plessure, and
ordains what is to come to pass according to his will. Thave never
liked fortune-tellers, nor believed in diviners; but I commend
myself to Our Lady, Let not this mischanece give you trouble

The hanberk which was turnsd wrong, and then set right by me,

signifies that a change will arise out of the matter which we are

now stirring. You shall ses the name of duke chan ged into king

Yes, a king shall I be, who hitherto have been but duke.’ Then

he erossed himself, and straightway took his hauberk, stooped his
head, and put it on aright ; and laced his helmet, and girt on his
sword, which a varlet brought him. Then the duke called for his
good horse —a better could not be found. Tt had been sent him
by a king of Spain, ont of very great friendship. Neither arms nor
the press of fighting men did it fear. if its lord spurred iton.
Walter Giffard brought it. The duke stretched out his hand, fook
the reins, put foot in stirrup, and mounted ; and the good horse
pawed, pranced, reared himself up, and curveted. The Viscount
of Toarz saw how the duke bore himself in arms, and said to his
people that were around him, ‘Never have I seen a man so fairly
armed, nor one whe rode so gallantly, or bore his arms, or became
his hauberk so well; neither any cne who bore his lance so grace-
fully, or sat his horse and managed him so nobly. There is no
such knight under heaven ! a fair connt he is, and fair king he will
be. Let him fight, and he shall overcome ; shame be to the man
who shall fail him,’

“*Then the duke called for the
sent him, and he who bore it havin
and called to Raol de Conches.
1 would not but do you right; by
are standard-bearers of Nurm:m-%_\‘, and very good knights have
they all been.' But Raol said that he would serve the duke that
day in other guise, and would fight the English with his hand as
long as life should last. Then the duke bade Galtier Giffart bear
the standard. But he was old and white-headed, and bade the
duke give the standard to some younger and stronger man te

y busy, giving every one his orders -
all the vassals, giving away ms

standard which the pope had
g unfolded it, the duke took it
‘Bear my standard,” said he * for
right and by ancestry your line
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carry. Then the duke said fiercely, < By the splendor of God, my
lords, I think you mean 0 betray and fail me in this great need.’
Sire,” said Giffart, “not so We have done no treason, NOT do I
refuse from sny felony toward you ; but I hiave to lead a greab
chivalry, both hired men and the men of my fief. Never had I
sueh good means of gerving you as . now have: and if God please,
Towill serve you ; if need be, I will die for you, and will give my
own heart for yours.'

« +By my faith,’ quoth the duke, ‘I always love thee, and now I
ove thee more; if 1 curvive this day, thon shalt be the better for
it all thy days.” Then he called out a knight, whom he had heard
much ]:rnised, Tosteins Fitz-Rou le Blane by name, whose abode
wes at Becen-Caux. To him he delivered the standard 5 and Tos-
teins took it right cheerfully, and bowed low to him in thanks,
and bore it gallantly, and with good heart. His kindred still have
quittance of all service for their inheritance on this account, and
fheir heirs are entitled so to Lold their inheritance forever.

¢ Tilliam sat on his war-horse, and called out Rogier, whom
they eall De Montgomeri. ‘I rely much on you,” said he; “lead
your men thitherward, and attack them from that side. William,
the son of Osber, the geneschal, a right good vassal, shall go with
you and help in the attack, and youshall have thenien of Boilogne
and Poix, and all my soldiers. Alain Fergert and Ameri shall at-
fack on the other side; they shall lead the Poitevins and the
Bretons, and all the barons of Maine; and I, with my own greak
men, my friends and kindred, will fight in the middle throng,
where the battle skall be the hottest.

i« The barons, and knights, and men-at-arms were all now armed;
the foot-soldiers wers well equipped, each bearing bow and sword;
on their heads were caps, and to their feet were bound buskins.
Some had good hides which they had bound round their Lodies;
and many were clad in frocks, and had quivers and bows
hung to their girdles. The knights had hauberks and swords,
boots of steel, and shining helmets; ghields at their necks, and
in their hands lances. And all had their cognizances, 50 that
each might know his fellow, and Norman might not strike
Norman, nor Erenchman kill his countryman by mistake. Those
on foot led the way, with serried ranks, bearing their bows.
The knights rode mext, su pporting the archers from behind
Thus both horse and foob kept their course and order of march as
they began, in close ranks at a gentle pace, that the one might not

ass or separate from the other. All went firmly and compactly,
Ezsaring themselves gallantly.

«« Harold had summoned his men, earls, barons, and VAVASSOIS,
from the castles and the cities, from the ports, the villages, and

boroughs. The peasants were also called together from the vii-
lages, bearing such arms as they found : clubs and great picks
iron forks and stakes. The English had inclosed the place where
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Harold was with his friends and the baron
he h?g summoned and ealled togethe:r Sof he/ countY X o

«Those of London had came at once, and those :
Hertfort, nqd of Essesse ; those of Suree and Susesssfof‘ﬁtftntﬁgf
mund and Sufoc ; of Norwis and Norfoe ; of Cantorbierre and Stan-
fort; Bedefort and Hundefone. The men of Northanton also
came; f§n"1 tlFOSEUf Furowie and Bokinkeham, of Bed and Notinke-
ham, Lindesie and Nichole. There came also from the westall
who h_‘enrd the summons ; and very many were to be seen coming
from Salebriere and Dorset, from Bat and from Sumerset I\Ianl;
came, too, from abont Glocester, and many from ‘\’irecesit’r from
Wincester, Hontesire, and Brichesire; and many more from other
counties that we have mot named, and cannot, indeed, rec-:\uni\
All who could bear arms, and had learned the news of the duke’s
arrival, came to defend the land. But none came from beyond
Humbre, for they had other business upon their hands, the Danes
and Tosti having much damaged and weakened them. ?

<« Harold knew that the Normans would come and attack him
hand to hand, so he had early inclosed the field in which he
placed his men. He made them arm early, and range themsslves
for the Dbattle, he himself having put on arms and equipments that
became such a lord. 'The duke, he said, ought to geck him, as he
wanted to conguer England ; and it became him to abide the at-
tack who had to defend the land. He commanded the people, and
counseled his barons to keep themselves all together, and defend
themselves in a body ; for if they once geparated they would with
difficulty recover themselves. <The Normans,” said he, ‘sre good
vassals, valiant on foot and on horseback ; good knights are they
on horseback. and well used to battle; allis lost if {hey once pem-
tatmte our ranks. They have bronght long lances and swords
but you have pointed lances and n-edged bills; and I do not
expect thattheir arms can stand against yours. Cleave whenever
you can ; it will be ill done if yon spare anght.’

“The English had built up a fence before them with their
ghields, and with ash and other wood, and had well joined and
wattled in the swhole work, so as not to leaye even a crevice ; and
thus they had a barricade in their front, through which any “Nor-
man who wounld attack them must first pass. Being covercd in
this way by their shields and barrieades, their aim was to defend
themselves - and if they had remained steady for that purpose
they would not have been conquered that day ; for every Norman
wl}o_mude his way in, lost his {ife in dishonor, either by hatchet
or bill, by club or other weapon. They wore short and close
hauberks, and helmets that hung over their garments. King
Harold issued orders, and made proclamation “round, that all
should be ranged with their faces toward the enemy, and that no
one should move from where he was, so that whoever came might
find them ready ; and that whatever any one, be he Norman or
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other, shonld do, each should do his best to defend his own place
Then he ordered the men of Kent fo go where the Normans were
likely to make the attack ; for they say that the men of Kentare
entitled to strike first ; and that whenever the king goes to battle
the first blow belongs to them. The right of the men of London
is to guard the king's body, to place themselves around him, and
to guard his standard ; and they were accordingly placed by the
standard to watch and defend it % ;

“ When Harold had made all ready, and given his orders, he
came into the midst of the English, and dismounted by the ’sidv
of the standard ; Leofwin and Gurth, his brothers, were with him:
and around him he had barons enough, as he stood by his stand.
ard, which was, in truth, a noble one, sparkling with gold and
precious stones, After the victory William sent it to the pope, to
prove and commemorate his great conquest and glory. The Eng-
lish stood in close ranks, ready and eager for the ﬁght : and t-hez,
moreover, made a fosse, which went across the field, guarding one
side of their army. : <

*“ Meanwhile the Normans appeared advancing over the ridge of
a rising gronnd, and the first division of their troops moved on-
ward along the hill and across a valley. And presently another
division, still larger, came in gight, close following upon the first
and they were led toward another part of the field, forming ml
gether as the first body had done. And while Harold sew and
examined them, and was pointing them out to Gurth, a fresh
company came in sight, covering all the plain ; and in the midst
of them was raised the standard that came from Rome. Near it
was the duke, and the best men and greatest strength of the army
were there. The good knights, the good vassals and brave wat-
riors were there; and there were gathered together the gentle
barons, the good archers, and the men-at-arms, \?‘huse duty it was
to guard the duke, and range themselves around him. The
youths and common herd of the camp, whose business was not to
join in the battle, but to take care of the harness and stores
moved off toward a rising ground. The priests and the clerks
also ascended a hill, there to offer up prayers fo God, and watch
the event of the battle. =

<“The English stood firm on foot in close ranks, and carried
ﬂlﬁmh‘t‘i}'-‘:.‘s right boldly. Each man had his hauberk on, with his
sword girt, m}d his shield at his neck. Great hatehets were also
:ll'l;ng at their necks, with which they expected to strike heavy

WS, 5

*“The Nqnnans brought on the three divisions of their army to
attack at different places. They set out in three companies; and

in three companies did they fight. The first and second had
come up, and then advanced the third, which was the greatest ;

with that came the duke with his own map, =xa all moved boldly
forwaxd. a5
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i As soon as the two armies were in full view of each other,
great noise and tamult arose.  You might hear the sonnd of many
trumpets, of bugles, and of horns ; and then you might see men
ranging themselves in line, lifting their shields, raising their
lances, bending their bows, handling their arrows, ready for as-
sault and defense.

«The English stood steady to their post, the Normans still moved
on ; and when they drew near, the English were to be seen stir-
ring to and fro; were going and coming; troops ranging them-
selves in order: some with their color rising, others turning pale;
gome making ready their arms, others raising their shields; the
brave man rousing himself to fight, the coward trembling at the
approach of danger.

“Then Taillefer, who sang right well, rode, mounted on a swift
horse, before the duke, singing of Charlemagne and of Roland of
Oliver, and the peers who died in Roneesvalles. And when they
drew nich to the English, A boon, sire !” cried Taillefer ; * L have
lIonged served you, and you owe me for all such service. To-day,
so0 please you, you shall repay it. I ask as my gunerdon, and be-
seech you for it earnestly, that yor will allow me to strike the first
blow in the battle? And the duke answered, ‘I grant it.” Then
Taillefer put his horse to a gallop, charging before all the
rest, and struck an Englishman dead, driving his lance below the
breast into his body, and stretching him upon the ground. Then
he drew his sword, and strunek another, crying out, ‘Come on,
come on] What do ye, sirs? lay on, layon I At the second blow
he struck, the English pushed forward, and surrounded, and slew
him. Forthwith arose the noise and cry of war, and on either
side the people put themselves in motion.

«+The Normans moved on to the assault, and the English de-
fended {hemselves well. Some were striking, others urging on-
ward : all were bold, and cast aside fear. And now, behold, that
battle was gathered whereof the fame is yet mighty.

“T,oud and far resounded the bray of the horns ; and the shocks
of the lances, the mighty strokes of maces, and the quick clashing
of swords, One while the Englishmen rushed on, another while
they fell back ; one while the men from over sea charged onward,
and again at other times retreated. The Normans shouted Dex
Aie, the English people Out. Then came the cunning manenvers,
the rude shocks and strokes of the lance, and blows of the swords,
among the sergeants and soldiers, both English and Norman.

“When the English fall the Normans shout. Each side taunts
and defies the other, yet neither knoweth what the other saith ;
and the Normans say the English bark, because they understand
not their speech.

 Some wax strong, others weak : the brave exult, bant the cow-
ards tremble, as men who are sore dismayed. The Normans press
on the assault, and the English deferd their post well = they pierce
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the hauberks, and cleave the shields, receive and return mighty was so great that he leaned upon his shield. So the English were
blows. Again, some press forward, others yield ; and thus, in va- wont to say, and still say to the French, that tlie arrow “was well
rions ways, the struggle proceeds. In the plain was a fosse, which shot which was so sent up against their king, and that the archer
the Normans had now behind them, having passed it in the fight won them great glory who thus put ont Harold's eye.
without regarding it. But the English charged and ‘drove the «The Normans saw that the English defended themselves well,
Normans before them till they made them fall back upon this and were so strong in their position that they could do little
fosse, overthrowing into it horses and men. Many were to be against them. So they consulted fogether privily, and arranged
seen falling therein, rolling one over the other, with their faces fo to draw off, and pretend to flee, till the English should pursue
the earth, and unable to rise. Many of the English, also, whom and scatter themselves over the field ; for they saw that if they
the Normans drew down along with them, died there. Atno time could once get their enemies to break their ranks, they might be
during the day’s battle did so many Normans die as perished in attacked and discomfitted much more easily. As they had said,
that fosse. So those said who saw the dead. go they did. The Normans by little and little fled, the Emnglish
«The varlets who were set to guard the harness began fo aban- following them. As the one fell back, the other pressed after;and
don it as they saw the loss of the Frenchmen, when thrown back when the Frenchmen retreated, the English thought and cried out
upon the fosse without power to recover themsclves. Being greatly that the men of France fled, and would never return.
alarmed at seeing the difficulty in restoring order, they began to «Thus they were deceived by the pretended flight, and great
quit the harness, and songht around, not knowing where to find mischief thereby befell them ; for if they had not moved from
ghelter, Then Duke William's brother, Odo, the good priest, the their position, it is not likely that they wonld have been con-
Bishop of Bayeuz, galloped up, and said to them, ‘Stand fast! quered at all ; but, like fools, they broke their lines and pursued.
stand fast! be quiet and move not! fear nothing ; for, if God & The Normans were fo be seen following up their stratagem,
please, we shall conquer yet.’ So they took courage, and rested retreating slowly so as to draw the English farther on. As they
where they were ; and Odo returned galloping back fo where the gtill flee, the English pursue; they push out their lances and
battle was most fierce, and was of great service on thab day. He stretch forth their hatchets, following the Normans as they go, re-
had put a hauberk on over a white aube, wide in the body, with joicing in the success of their scheme, and scattering themselves
the sleeve tight, and sat on a white horse, so that all might recog- over the plain. And the English meantime jeered and insulted
nize him. In his hand he held a mace, and wherever he saw most their foes with words. *“Cowards,” they eried, “you came hither
need he held up and stationed the knights, and often urged them in an evil hour, wanting our lands, and seeking to seize our prop-
on fo assanlt and strike the enemy. erty, fools that ye were to come! Normandy is too far ofl, and
«From nine o'clock in the morning, when the combat began, you will not easily reach it. Itis of little use to run back ; unless
till three c'clock came, the battle was up and downm, this way and you can cross the sea af a leap, or can drink it dry, your sons and
that, and no one knew who would conguer and win the land. daughters are lost to you.”
Both sides stood so firm and fought so well, that no one could i “'1?119 Normans bore it all ; but, in fact, they knew mnot what the
guess which would prevail. The Norman archers with their bows English said : their language seemed like the baying of dogs which
ghot thickly upon the English; but they covered themselyes with they could not understand. At length they stopped and turned
their shields, so that the arrows could not reach their bodies, nor round, determined to recover their ranks : and the barons might
do any mischief, how frue soever was their aim, or however well be heard crying pEx ate! for a halt. Then the Normans resumed
they shot. Then the Normans determined to shoot their arrows their former position, tarning their faces toward the enemy ; and
upward into t ir, so that they might fall on their enemies’ their men werse to be seen facing round and rushing onward to &
heads, and strike their faces. The archers adopted this seheme, fresh melee, the one party assaulting the other ; this man striking,
and shot up into the air toward the English; and the arrows, in another pressing onward. One hits, another misses; one flies, an-
falling, strack their heads and faces, and put ont the eyes of other pursues; oneis aiming a stroke, while another discharges
many ; and all feared to open their eyes, or leave their faces un- his blow. Norman strives with Englishman again, and aims his
guarded. blows afresh. One flies, another pursues swiftly: the combatants
«The arrows now flew thicker than rain before the wind ; fast are many, the plain wide, the battle and the melee fierce. On every
sped the shafts that the English call ‘wibetes." Then it was that hand they fight hard, the blows are heavy, and the struggle be-
an arrow, that had been thus shot upward, struck Harold above comes fierce, : 4 :
his right eye, and put it out. In his agony he drew the arrow and “The Normans were playing their part well, when an English
threw it away, breaking it with his hands ; and the pain to hishead kmight came rushing U, Laving in his company & hundred men,
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furnished with varions arms. He wielded a northern hatchet,
with the blade a full foot long, and was well armed after his man-
ner, being tall, bold, and of noble carriage. In the front of the
battle, where the Normans thronged most, he came bounding on
swifter than the stag, many Normans falling before him and his
company. He rushed straight upon a Norman who was armed
and riding on a war-house, and tried with his hatchet of steel to
cleaye his helmet ; but the blow misecarried, and the sharp blade
glanced down before the saddle-bow, driving through the horse's
neck down to the ground, so that both horse and master fell to-
gether to the earth, Iknow not whether the Englishman strock
another blow; but the Normans who saw the stroke were as-
- tonished, and about to abandon the assault, when Roger de Mont-
gomeri came galloping up, with his lance sef, and heeding not the
Jong-handled axe which the Englishman wielded aloft, struck him
down, and left him stretched on the ground. Then Roger cried
out, * Frenchmen, strike! the day is ours!’ And again a fierce
melee was to be seen, with many a blow of lance and sword ; the
English still defending themselves, killing the horses and cleaving
the shields.

«There was a French soldier of noble mien, who sat his horse
gallantly. He spied two Englishmen who were also carrying
themselves boldly. They were both men of great worth, and had
become companions in arms and fought together, the one protect-
ing the other. They bore two long and broad bills, and did great
mischief to the Normans, killing both horses and men. The
French soldier looked at them and their bills, and was sor»
alarmed, for he was afraid of losing his good horse, the best that
he had, and would willingly have turned to some other quarter,
if it wonld not have looked like cowardice. He soon, however,
recovered his courage, and, spurring his horse, gave him the bri-
dle, and galloped swiftly forward. Fearing the two bills, ha
raised his shield, and struck one of the Englishmen with his lance
on the breast, so that the iron passed out at his back. At the mo-
ment that he fell, the lance broke, and the Frenchman seized the
maece that hung at his right side, and struck the other Englishman
a blow that completely fractured his skull.

«On the other side was an Englishman who much annoyed the
French, continually assaulting them with a keen-edged hatlchet
He had a helmet made of wood, which he had fastened down to
his coat, and laced round his neck, so that no blows could r@':u:h
his head. The ravace he was making was seen by a gallant Nor-
man knight, who rode a horse that neither fire nor: water could
stop in its career, when its master urged it on. The knight
spurred, and his horse carried him on well till he charged the
Englishman, striking bim over the helmet, so that it _fell_ down
over his eyes; and as he strefched out his hand to raise it an_d
ancover his face, the Normaw cut off his right hand, so that his
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natchet fell to the gronnd. Anocther Norman sprang forward and
eagerly seized the prize with both his hands, but he kept it little
space, and paid dearly for it, for as he stooped to pick up the
hatchet, an Englishman with his lond-handled axe struck him
over the back, breaking all his bones, so that his entrails and
lungs gushed forth. The Enight of the good horse meantime re-
turned without injury; but on his way he met another English-
man, and bore him down under his horse, wounding him griev-
ously, and trampling him altogether nnder foot.

«And now might be heard the loud clang and cry of battle, and
the clashing of lances. The English stood firm in their barricades,
and shivered the Jances, beating them 1nto pieces with their bills
and maces. The Normans drew their swords and hewed down
the barricades, and the English, in great trouble, fell back mpon
their standard, where were collected the maimed and wounded.

““There wany knights of Chanz who jousted and made attasks.
The English knew not how to joust, or bear arms on horseback,
but fought with hatchets and bills. A man, when he wanted to
strike with one of their hatchets, was obliged to hold it with both
his hands, and could not at the same time, as it seems to me, both
cover himself and strike with any freedom.

“The English fell back toward the standard, which was npon
a rising ground, and the Normans followed them across the val-
ley, attacking them on foot and horseback. Then Hue de Mor-
temer, with the Sires D’Auviler, I’Onebac, and Saint Cler, rode up
and charged, overthrowing many.

“Robert Fitz Erneis fixed his lance, ook hisshield, and, gallop-
ing toward the standard, with his keen-edged sword struck an
Englishman who was in front, killed him, and then drawing back
hig sword, attacked many others, and pushed straight for the stand-
ard, trying to beat it down ; but the English surrounded it, and
killed him with their bills. He was found on the spot, when they
afterward sought for him dead and lying at the standard’s foot.

“Duke William pressed close npon the English with hislance
gtriving hard to reach the standard with the great troop he led and
geeking earnestly for Harold, on whose accountthe whole war was.
The Normans follow their lord, and press around him, they ply
their blows upon the English ; and these defend themselves stout-
ly, striving hard with their enemies, returning blow for blow.

“One of them was a man of greaf strength, a wrestler, who did
great mischief to the Normans with hishatchet ; all feared him, for
he struck down a great many Normans. The duke spurred on his
horse, and aimed a blow at him, but he stooped, and so escapeil
the stroke ; then jumping on one gide, he lifted his hatchet aloft,
and as the duke bent to avoid the blow, the Englishman boldly
gtrock him on the head, and beat in his helmet though withount
doing much injury. He was very near falling however ; buf,
pearing on his stirrups, he reeovered himself immediately ; and
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when he thought to have revenged himself upon the churl byXkill-
ing him, he had escaped, dreading the duke’s blow. He ran back
in among the English, but he was not safe even there ; for th_e Nor-
mans, seeing him, pursned and caught him, and having pierced
him through and through with their lances, left him dead on the
ground.

** Where the throng of the battle was greatest, the men of Eent
and Essex fought wondrously well, and made the Normans azain
refreat, bub without doing them much injury. And when the duke
saw his men fall back, and the English triumphing over them, his
spirit rose high, and he seized his shield and his lance, which &
vassal handed to him, and took his post by his standard.

“Then those who kept close gunard by him, and rode where he
rode, being about a thousand armed men, came and rushed with
closed ranks upon the English ; and with the weight of their good
horses, and the blows the knights gave, broke the press of tke
enemy, and scattered the crowd before them, the good duke lead-
ing them on in front. Many pursued and many fied ; many were
the Englishmen who fell around, and were tr;unpl:ed under the
horses, crawling upon the earth, and not able torise. Many of
the richest and noblest men fell in the rout, but still the English
rallied in places, smote down those whom they reached, and main-
tained the combat the best they could, beating down the men and
killing the horses. One Englishman watched the duke, and
plotted to kill him ; he would have struck him with his lance, buk
he could not, for the duke struck him first, and felled him to the

earth.

: l‘.‘t}loud was now the clamor, and great the slanghter ; many a
soul then quitted the body it inhabited. The living marched over
the heaps of dead, and each side was weary of striking. He
charged on who could, and he who could no longer strike still
pushed forward. The strong struggled with the strong; some
failed, others frinmphed ; the cowards fell back, the brave pressed
on ; and sad was his fate who fell in the midst, for he had little
chance of rising again; and many in truth fell who never rose at

1I, being crushed under the throng.

8 <« And now the Normans had pressed on so far, that at last they
had reached the standard. There Harold had remained, defend-
ing himself to the utmost ; but he was sorely wounded in his eye
by the arrow, and suffered grievous pain from the blow. Anarmed
man came in the throng of the battle, and struck him on the ven-
taille of his helmet, and beat him to the ground ; and as he sought
to recover himself, a knight beat him down again, striking him on
the thick of his thigh down to the bone.

¢*Gurth saw the English falling around, and that there was
no remedy. Hesaw his race hastening toruin, and despaired of any
aid; he would have fled, but could not, for the throng eon_tmualls
increased. And the duke pushed on till he reached him, an
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struck him with great force. Whether he died ot that blow T know
nof, but it was said that he fell ander it, and rose no more.

“The standard was beaten down, the golden standard was taken,
and Harold and the best of his friends were slain; but there wasso
1auch eagerness, and throng of so many around, seeking fo kill him
that I know not who it was that slew him.

*The English were in great troubie at having lost theirking, and
at the duke’s having conquered and heat down the standard; but
they still fought on, and defended themselves long, and in faet till
the day drew fo a close. Then it clearly appeared to all that the
standard was lost, and the news had spread thronghout the army
that Harold, for certain, was dead: and all saw that there was no
longer any hope, so they left the field, and those fled who conld.

*“ William fought well; many an assault did he lead, many ablow
did he give,and many receive, and many fell dead under hishand.
Twohorses were killed nnder him, and he took a third when neces-
sary, 50 that he fell not to the ground, and lost not a drop of blood,
But whatever any one did, and whoever lived or died, this is cer-
tain, that William conquered, and that many of the English fled
from the field, and many died on the spot. Then he returned
thanks to God, and in his pride ordered hisstandard to be brought
and set up on high where the English standard had stood: and
that was the signal of his having conquered, and beaten down the
standard. And he ordered his tent to be raised on the spot among
the dead, and had his meat brought thither, and his supper pre-
pred there.

“Then he took of his armor; and the barons and knights pages
and squires came, when he had unstrung his shield; and they took
the helmet from his head, and the hauberk from his back, and saw
the heavy blows upon hisshield, and how his helmet was dinted
in, and all greatly wondered, and said ‘ Such a baron (ber) never
besfrode war-horse, nor dealt such blows, nor did such feais of
arms; neither has there been on earth such a knight since Rollant
and Oliver.’

“Thus they lauded and extolled him greatly, and rejoiced in
what they saw, but grieving also for their friends who were slain
in the battle. And the duke stood meanwhile among them, of
noble stature and mien, and rendered thanks to the king of glory,
through whom he had the victory: and thanked the knights aronnd

him, mourning also frequently for the dead. And he ate and drank
among the dead, and made his bed that night upon the field.

*“The morrow was Sunday; and those who had slept npon the
field of battle, keeping watch around and suffering great faticue, be-
stirred themselves at break of day, and sought out and buried such
of the bodies of their friends as they might find. Thenoble ladics
of the land also came, some $o seek their husbands, and others their
fathers, sons, or brothers. They bore the bodies to their villages,
and interred them at the churehes; and the clerks and priests of
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and at the request of their frienus, sock the

the country were ready,
em therein.

bodies that were found, and prepared graves and lay th
«King Harold was carried and buried at Varham; but I know
pot who it was that bore him thither, neither do I know who buried
him. Many remained on the $icld, and many had fled in the
night.
Snch is a Norman account of the battle of Hastings,” which does
full jnstice to the valor of the Saxons &8 well £s5to the skill and
bravery of the victors. Tt is in¢=ed evident that the loss of the bat-
tle by the English was ow ing to che wound which Harold received
in the afternoon, and which must have incapacitated him from effec-
tive command. When we remember that he had himself just won
the battle of Stamford Bridge over Harold Hardrada by the manen-
verof a feigned flight, 1t is impossible to suppose that he could be
deceived by the same stratagem on the part of the Normans at
Hastings. Buf his men, when deprived of s control, would very
paturally be led by their inconsiderate ardor into the pursuit that
proved 50 fatal to them. All the narratives of the battle, however
much they vary as to the precise tHime and manner of Harold's fall,
enlogize the ge neralship and the personal prowess which he dis-
played, until the fatal arrow struck him. The:t i1l with whichbe
had posted his army was proved both by the slaughter which it cost
the Normans to force the position, and also by the desperate rally
which some of the Saxons made after the battle in the forest in the
rear, in which they cut off a large numberof the pursuing NOTmAans.
This circumstance is particularly mentioned by William of Poic-
tiers, the (Ionqm‘-mr's own chaplain. Indeed, if Harold, or eitkers
of his brothers, had survived, the remains of the English army
might have formed again in the wood, and could at least have eif-
fected an orderly retreat, and prn!uugn_-\l the war. But both Gurth,
and Leofwine, and all the bravest Thanes of Southern England 1y
dead on Senlac, aronnd theirfallen king and the fallen standard of
their country. The exact number that perished on the Saxon side
is unknown; but we read that on the side of the victors, out of six-
sixty thonsand men <ho had been engaged, no less than a fourth
{)erished. So well had the English billmen < plyed the ghastly
Slow.” and so sternly had the Saxon baitleaxe eloven Norman
casque and mail + The old historian Daniel justly as well as for-
cibly remarks . “Thus was tried, by the grect asgize of God's
judgment In battle, the right of powet between: {he English and
RESE LR o s

+ Tn the preceding pa
of the old chronicler IT

ges I have woven together the purpurecs pannos’
1 se doing, I have Jargely availco. mysell of Mr. Edgar
Jaylors version Of {hat part of the * Roman de Rou” which describes the
conquest. BY oiving engravings from the Bayeux Tapesiry, and by his ex-
cellent notes, Mr. Taylor has added much 10 the value and interest of his
volume.

+ 1he Congueror’s Chaplain calls the Saxon battle-nxes « sgavissimas

x t Ax cited Ia the * pictorial History.”
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tinetion of race, was modeled, and steadily enforced, and still
continues to form the ground-work of our Jjudicial system.*

1273. Rodolph of Hapsburg chosen Emperor of Germany.

1283. Edward I conquers Wales.

1346. Edward IIL invades Franee, and gains the battle of Cressy.

1356. Battle of Poictiers.

1360. Treaty of Bretigny between England and France. By it
Edward II1. renounces his pretensions to the French crown. The
treaty is ill kept, and indecisive hostilities continme between the
forces of the two countries.

1%%

1414. Henry V. of England claims the crown of France, and
resolves to invade and conquer that kingdom. At this time France
was in the most deplorable state of weakness and suffering, from
the factions that raged among her nobility, and from the cruel
oppressions which the rival nobles practiced on the mass of the
community. ““The people were exhausted by taxes, civil wars,
and military e

xecutions; and they had fallen into that worst of all
states of mind, when theindepende

no longer a paramonnt and sacred
do to us worse

princes?’

nce of one’s conntry is thought
object. <What can the English
than the thing we suffer at the bandsof our own

Was a common exclamation among the poor people of
France.”{

1415. Henry invades France,
battle of Agineourt.

1417-1419, Henry conquers Normandy.
assassinates the Duke of Burgundy,
French nobles, af Monterean. The sucecessor of the murdered
duke becomes the active ally of the English.

1420. The treaty of Troyes is concluded between Henry V. of
England and Charles VL of France, and Philip duke of Burguundy.
By this treaty it was stipulated that Henry should marry the
Princess Catharine of France: that King Charles, during his life-
time, should keep the title and dignity of King of France, but
that Henry should succeed him, and shounld at once be intrusted
with the administration of the government, and that the French
crown shonld descend to Henry's heirs; that France and England
shounld forever be united under one Eking, but should still retain
their several usages, customs, and privileges; that all the princes,
peecrs, vassals, and communities of France shounld swear allegiance
to Henry as their future king, and shonld pay him present obedi-
ence as regent. That Henry should unite his arms to those of

King Charles and the Duke of Burgundy, in order to subdue tae
adherents of Charles, the pretended dauphin; and that these three
princes should make no peace or truce with the
the common consent of all three.

takes Harfleur, and wins the great

The French Dauphin
the most powerful of the

dauphin but by

* * Creasy’s Text Book of the Constitution,” p-4
T *FPictorial Hist. of England,” voL i, p. 23




