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Seldom has the extinction of a nation’s independence appeared
more inevitable than was the case in France when the English
invaders completed their lines round Orleans, four handred and
fwenty-two years ago. A series of dreadful defeats had thinned
the chivalry of France, and daunted the spirits of her soldiers. A
foraign king had been proclaimed in her capital ; and foreign armies
of the bravest veterans, and led by the ablest captains then known
in the world, occupied the fairest portions of her territory. Worse
to her, even, than the fierceness and the strength of her foes, were
the factions, the vices and the crimes of her own children. Her
naftive prince was a dissolute trifier, stained with assassination of
the most powerful noble of the land, whose son, in revenge, hn
leagued himself with the enemy, Many more of her mnobilit:
many of her prelates, her magistrates, and rulers, had sworn feali;
to the English king. The condition of the peasantry amid the
general prevalence of anarchy and bricandage, which were added
to the customary devastations of contending armies, was wretched
beyond the power of language to deseribe. The sense of terror
and wreichedness seemed to have extended itself even to the brute
creation.

‘“In sooth, the estate of France was then most miserable. There
appeared nothing but a horrible face, confusion, poverty, desola-
tion, solitarinesse, and feare. The lean and bare laborers in the
country dul_ terrifie even theeves themselves, who had nothing left
them to_ spoile but the carkasses of these poore miserable crea{ures.
wandering np and down like ghostes drawne out of their graves,
The least farmes and hamlefs were fortified by these robbers, Eno-
lish, Bourguegnons, and French, every one striving to do his
worst : all men-of-war were well agreed o spoile the countryman
and merchant. Even the catiell, accustomed to the larwmne beli, .rh-.‘.‘r'que
of the enemy's approach, weuld run fwme of themselves without any
guide by this accustomed misery.”*

In the autumn of 1428, the English, who were already mastors of
all Franee north of the Loire, prepared their forces for the conquest
of the southern provinces, which yet adhered to the cause of the
danphin. The ecity of Orleans, on the banks of that river, w-s
looked upon as the last stronghold of the French mational party.
If the English could once obtain possession of it their victorious
progress through the residue of the kingdom seemed free from ar v
Berious obstacle. Accordingly the Earl of Salisbury, one of the
bravest and most experienced of the English generals, who had
been trained under Henry V., marched to the attack of the all-im-
portant city ; and, after reducing several places of inferior conse-
quence in the neighborhood, appeared with his army before its
walls on the 12th of October, 1428. ’

The city of Orleans itself was on the north side of the Loire, bui
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* De Serres, quoted in the Notes to Southiey’s  Joan of Are,”
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JOAN OF ARC'S VICTORY AT ORLEANS. 18

~hen the spring of 1429 came, the English resumed their work with
activity ; the communications between the city and the country
became more dificult, and the approach of want began already to
be felf in Orleans.

The besieging force also fared hardly for stores and provisions,
antil relieved by the effects of a prilliant victory which SirJohn
Fastolfe, one of the best English generals, gained ab Rouvrai, near
Orleans, a few days after Ash Wednesday, 1429. With only six-
feen hundred fighting men, Sir John completely defeated an army
of French and Scots, four thousand strong, which had been col-
lected for the purpose of aiding the Orleannais and harassing the
besiegers. After this encounter, which seemed decisively to con-
firm the superiority of the English in battle over their adversaries,
Fastolfe escorted large supplies of stores and food to Suffolk’s camp
and the spirits of the English rose to the highest pitch at the pros-
pect of the speedy capiure of the city before them, and the conse-
guent subjection of all France beneath their arms.

The Orleannais now, in their distress, offered to surrender the
city into the hands of the Duke of Burenndy, who, though the ally
of the English, was yet one of their native princes. The Regent
Bedford rafused these terms, and the speedy submission of the
city to the English seemed inevitable. The Dauphin Charles,
who was now at Chinon with his remnant of a court despaired of
continuing any longer the struggle for his crown, and was only
prevented from abandoning the country by the more masculine
gpirits of his mistress and his queen. Yet neither they zor the
boldest of Charles’s captains, could have shown him where to find
resources for prolonging the war; and least of all could any
human skill have predicted the quarter whence rescue was to come
to Orleans and to France.

In the village of Domremy, on the borders of Lorraine, there
was & poor peasant of the name of Jacques d’Arc, respected in his
station of life, and who had reared a family in virtuous habits and
in the practice of the strictest devotion. His eldest daughter was
named by her parents Jeannette, but she was called Jeanne by the
§‘renc‘u, which was Latinized into Johanna, and Anglicized into

oan.*

At the fime when Joan first attracted attention, she was about
eighteen years of age. She was naturally of a susceptible disposi-
tion, which diligent attertion to the legends of saints and tales of
fairies, alded by the dreamy loneliness of her life while tending
her father's flocks,f had made peculiarly prone to enthusiastic fer-

* « Respondit quod In partibus suls vocabatur Johanneta, et postquam
yventit in Franciam vocala est. Johanna."—Proces de Jeanne & Are, 1., . 46

+ Sonthey, in one of the speeches which he puts in the mouth of Joan of
Arc, has made her beautifully describe the effect on her mind of the scenery

in which she dwelt.
« Hare 1z sclitude and peace
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vor. At the same time she was eminent for piety and purity of
~oul, and for her compassionate gentleness to the sick and the dis-
ressed.

The district where she dwelt had escaped comparatively free
from the ravages of war, but the approach of roving bands of Bur-
gundian or English troops frequently spread terror through Dom-
remy. Once the village had been plundered by some of these
marauders, and Joan and her family had been driven from their
home, and forced to seek refuge for a time at Neufchateau. The
peasantry in Domremy were principally aftached tothe house of
Orleans and the dauphin, and all the miseries which France en
dured were there imputed to the Burgundian faction and their
allies, the English, who were seeking to enslave unhappy France.

Thus, from infaney to girlhood, Joan had heard continually of
the woes of the war, and had herself witnessed some of the
wretchedness that it caused. A feeling of infense patriotism
grew in her with her growth. The deliverance of Franes from the
English was the subject of her reveries by day and her dresms
by night. Blended with these aspirations were Tecolleotions of
the miraeunlous interpositions of Heaven in favor of the oppressed,
which she had learned from the legends of her church. Herfaith
was undoubting ; her prayers were fervent. ‘‘Sha feared no dan-
ger, for she felt no sin,” and at length she believed herself to
Rave received the supernatural inspiration which she sought.

According to her own narrative, delivered by her to her merciless
inquisitors in the time of her captivity and approaching death, ghe
was about thirteen years old when her revelations commenced.
Her own words describe them best.* At the age of thirteen, a
voice from God came to her to help her in ruling herself, and that

——— —

My soul was nursed, amid the loveliest scenes
oOf unpolluted nature. Sweel 1l was,

'As the white mists of morning roll'd away,

To see the mountain’s wooded helghts appear
Dark in the early dawn, and mark its slope
With gorse-flowers glowlng, as the rising sun
On the golden ripeness pour'd a deepening Hght,
Pleasant at noon beside the vocal brook

Tolay me down, and watch the float ing clouds,
And shape to Fancy’s wild similitudes

Their ever varying forms; and oh | how sweet,
To drive my flock at evening to the fold,

And hasten to our little hut, and hear

“Fhe volce of kindness bid me welcome home.”

The only foundation for the story told by the Burgundian partisan, Mon-
strelet, and adopted by Hume, of Joan having been brought up ashservanl,
i3 the circumstance of her having been once, with the rest of her family,
obliged to take refuge in an auberge in ronfohatean for Gfteen days, when &
party of Burgundian cavalry made an ineursion inte Domremy. (See tha
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veice came to her about the honr of noon, in summer time, while
she was in her father’s garden. And she had fasted the day before.
And she heard the voice on her right, in the direction of the
c_hurch; and when she heard the voice, she saw alsoa bright
light.” Afterward St. Michael, and St. Margaret, and St. Catha-
rine appeared to her. They were always in a halo of glory;
she could see that their heads were crowned with j:wels -
and she heard their voices, which were sweel and mild. She
did not distingmish their arms or limbs, She heard them
more frequently than she saw them; and the unsual time
when she heard them was when the church bells were sounding
for prayer. And if she was in the woods when she heard them
she could plainly distingnish their voices drawing near tuher:
‘When she thought that she discerned the Heavenly Voices, she
knelt down, and bowed herself to the ground. Their I-rf:s'uncu
gladdened her even to tears ; and after they departed, she wept be-
eause they had not taken her back to Paradise. They always
spoke soothingly to her. They told her that France would be
sn‘,’etﬂ, and that she was tosave it. Such were tlfe visions and the
voices that moved the spirit of the girl of thirteen ; and as she
grew older, they became more frequent and more clear. At last
the tidings of the siege of Orleansreached Domremy. Joan heard
her parents and neighbors talk of the sufferings of its population
of the ruin which its capture wonld bring on their lawfal sovereign,
and of the distress of the dauphin and his court. Joan’s heart
was sorely troubled at the thought of the fate of Orleans ; and her
Voices now ordered her to leave her home : and warned her that
gh'e was the instrument chosen by Heaven for driving away the
English from that city, and for taking the dauphin to be anointed
king of the Rheims. At length she informed her parents of her
divine mission, and told them that she must go to the Sire de
Bm‘l@ricourt,, who commanded at Vaucoulenrs, and who was the
appointed person to bring her into the presence of the king,
whom she was to save. Neither the anger nor the grief of her
parents, who said they would rathersee her drowned than exposed
to the contamination of the camp; could move her from her pur-

se. Omne of her uncles consented to take her to Vauecouleurs,
where De Bandricourt at first thonght her mad, and derided her
but by degrees he was led tobelieve, if nof in her inspiration, at
least in her enthusiasm, and inits possible utility to the danphin$
cause.

The inhabitants of Vauconlenrs were completely won over to her
side by the piety and devountness which she displayed, and by her
firm assurance in the truth of her mission. She told them' that
it was God’s will that she should go to the king, and that no one
but her could save the kingdom of France. Shesaid thatshe her-
self would rather remain with her poor mother, and spin ; butthe
Lord had ordered her forth. The fame of “The Maid,” 28 she was
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tormed, the renown of her holiness, Iand of her mission, uprea_(:: f:r;
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« Proces de Jeanne d’Arc.” yol. L, D. 56.
: *:-ec Gt;ng%dll‘,i?i xiil., p. 1145 Michelet, Vol. ¥., }VTo, 2.
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dste of God. This led to the belief that his holy angels and
saints were constantly employed in executing his commands and
mingling in the affairs of men. The Church encouraged these
feelings, and at the same time sanctioned the concurrent popular
belief that hosts of evil spirits were also ever actively interposing
in the current of earthly events, with whom sorcerersand wizards
could leagune themselves, and thereby obtain the exercise of super-
natural power.

Thus all things favored the influence which Joan obtained both
over friends and foes. The French nation as well as the English
and the Burgundians, readily admitted that superhuman beéings
inspired her; the only question was whether these beings were
good or evil angels; whether she brought with her “girs from
heaven or blasts from heil.” This question seemed to her coun-
trymen to be deecisively settled in herfavorby the austere sanctity
of her life, by the holiness of her conversation, but still more by
her exemplary attention to all the services and rites of the Church.
The dauphin at first feared the injury thatmight be done to his
canse if he laid himself open to the charge of having leagned him-
self with a sorceress. Everyimaginable test therefore, was resorted
to in order to set Joan's orthodoxy and purity beyond suspicion.
At lastCharles and his advisersfelt safe in accepting her services as
those of a true and virtuous Christian danghter of the Holy Chureh.

It is indeed probable that Charles himselfand some of his coun-
selors may have suspected Joan of being a mere enthusiast, and
it 1s certain that Dunois, and others of the best generals, took
considerable latitude in obeying or deviating from the military
orders that she gave. But over the mass of the people and the
soldiery her influence was unbounded. While Charles and his
doctors of thenlugy, and court ladies, had been deliberating as to
recognizing or dismissing the Maid, a considerable period had
passed away, during which a small army, the last gleamings, as it
seemed, of the English sword, had been assembled at Blois, un-
der Dunois, La Hire, Xaintrailles, and other chiefs, who to their
natural valor were now beginning to unite the wisdom that is
taught by misfortune. It was resolved to send Joan with this
force and a convoy of provisions to Orleans. The distress of that
city had now become urgent. But the communication with the
open country was not entirely cut off : the Orleannais had heard
of the Holy Maid whom Providence had raised up for their deliv-
erance, and their messengers earnestly implored the dauphin to
send her to them without delay.

Joan appeared at the camp at Blois, elad in a new suit of bril-
liant white armor, monnted on a stately black war-horse, and with

a lance in her right hand, which she had learned to wield with
skill and grace.* Her head was unhelmeted; so that all could

* See the description of her by Gul de Laval, quoted In the note to Miche-
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Hall:* *The Englishmen, perceiving that thei within conld not

long continue for faute of vitaile and pouder, kepte not their
watche so diligently as thei were accustomed, nor scoured now
the conntrey environed as thei before had ordained. Whiche neg-
ligence the citizens shut in perceiving, sent worde thereof to the
‘renoh captaines, which, with Pucelle, in the dedde tyme of the
nighte, and in a greate rayne and thundere, with all their vitaile
and artillery, entered into the citie.”

When it was diy, the Maid rode in solemn procession through
the city, clad in complete armor, and mounted on a white horse,
Dunois was by her side, and all the bravest knights of her army
and of the garrison followed in her train. The whole population
thronged around her; and men, women, and children strove to
tonch her garments, or her banner, or her charger. They poured
forth blessings on her, whom they already considered their deliv-
erer. In the words used by two of them afterward before the
fribunal which reversed the sentence, but counld not restore the
life of the Virgin-martyr of France, “‘the people of Orleans, when
they first saw her in their city, thought that it was an angel from
heaven that had come down to save them.” Joan spoke gently in
reply to their acclamations and addresses. She told thern to fear
God, and trust in him for safety from the fury of their enemies.
Bhe first went to the principal church, where 75 Deumn was chanted;
and then she took up her abode at the house of Jacques Bourgier,
one of the principal citizens, and whose wife was a matron of good
repute. She refused to attend a splendid banguet which had been

provided for her, and passed nearly all her time in prayer.

When it was known by the English that the Maid was in Orleans,
their minds were not less occupied about her than were the minds
of those in the city ; but it waz in a very different spirit. The
English believed in her supernatural mission as firmly as the
French did, but they thought her a sorceress who had come to
overthrow them by her enchantments. An old prophecy, which
told that a damsel from Lorraine was tosave France, had long been
current, and it was known and applied to Joan by foreigners as
well as by the natives. For months the English had heard of the
coming Maid, and the tales of miracles which she was said to have
wrought have been listened to by the rough yeomen of the English
camp with anxious curiosity and secret awe.. She had sent a her-
ald to the English generals before she marched for Orleans, and
he had summoned the English generals in the name of the Most
High to give up to the Maid, who was sent by Heaven, the keys of
the French eities which they had wrongfully taken ; and he also
solemnly adjured the English troops, whether archers, or men of
the companies of war, or gentlemen, or others, who were before
the city of Orleans, to depart thence to their homes, under peril

Hall, £. 197,
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had repulsed the oft-renewed efforts of the French to scale ths
wall unois, Who commanded the assailants, was at last dis-
couraged, and gave orders for a retreat to be sounded. Joan sent
for him and the other generals, and implored them not to despair.
«By my God,” she said to them, “ yon shall soon enter in there.
Do not doubt it. When you see my banner ~wave again up to the
wall, to your arms again ! for the fort is yours. For the present,
rest & little, and take some food and drink.” *They did so,” says
the old chronicler of the siege,* ©“for they obeyed her marvelously.”
The faintness eaused by her wonnd had pow passed off, and she
headed the French in another rush against the bulwark. The
English, who had thought her slain, were alarmed at her reap-
pearance, while the French pressed furiously an d fanatically for-
ward. A Biseayan soldier was carrying Joan’s banner. She had
told the troops that directly the banner touched the wall, they
ghould enter. The Biscayan waved the banner forward from the
edge of the fosse, and totiched the wall with it; and then all the
French host swarmed madly up the ladders that now were raised
in all directions against the English fort. At this crisis, the efforts
of the English garrison were distracted by an attack from another
quarter.
placed some planksover the brokenarch of the bridge,and advanced
sorosa them to the assault of the Tourelles on the northern side.
Gladsdale resolved to withdraw his men from the landward bul-
wark. and concentrate his whole force in the Tourelles themselves.
He was passing for this purpose across the draw-bridge that con-
nected the Tourelles and the tete-dn-pont, when Joan, who by this
time had sealed the wall of the bulwark, called out to him, “Sur-
render! surrender to the King of Heaven! Ah, Glacidas, you
have foully wronged me with your words, but I have great pity on
yoursoul, and the souls of your men.” The Englishman, disdain-
ful of her summons, was striding On aCTosS the draw-bridge, when
a cannon shot from the town carried it away, and Gladsdale per-
ished in the water that ran beneath. After his fall, the remnant
of the English abandoned all farther resistance. Three hundred
of them had been killed in the battle, and two hundred were made
prisoners.

The broken arch was speedily repaired by the exulting Orlean-
pais, and Joan made her trinmphal re-entry into the city by the
bridge that had so long been closed. Every church in Orleans
rang out its gratulating peal ; an d thronghont the night the gounds
of rejoicing echoed, and bonfires blazed up from the city. Butin
the lines and forts which the besiegers yet refained on the north-
ern shore, there was anxious watching of the generals, and there
was desponding gloom among the soldiery. Even Talbot now
eounseled retreat. On the following morning the Orleannais,

= * «Journal du Siege ’'Orleans,” p- 87,

The French troops who had been left in Orleans had _
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JOAN OF ARC’S VICTORY AT ORLEANS. 1538
Asin the case of Arminins, the interest attached to individual
heroism and virtue makes us trace the fate of Joan of Are after
she had saved her country. She served well with Charles’s army
in the capture of Laon, Soissons, Compiegne, Beauvais, and other
strong places; but in a premature attack on Paris, in September,
1429, the French were repulsed, and Joan was severely wounded.
In the winter she was again in the field with some of the French
; and in the following spring she threw herself into the

s8 of Compiegne, which she had herself won for the French
3 i the preceding autumn, and which was now besteged by a
g Burgundian force. {

She was taken prisoner in ‘a sally from Compiegne, on the. 24th

f May, and was imprisoned by the Burgundians first at Arras,
and then at a place called Crotoy, on the Flemish coast, nuntil
November, when, for payment of

given up to the English and tal
their main stronghold in France,

a large sum of money, she was
zen to Rouen, which then was

“* Sorrow It were, and shame o tell,

The butchery toat there befell.”

And the revolting details of the ecruelties p
young girl may be leff to those whose duty
phers, it is to describe them.*

racticed upon this
) » 88 avowed biogra-
She was tried before an ecclesi-
astical tribunal on the eharge of witcheraft, and on the 30th of

May, 1431, she was burned alive in the market-place at Rouen.

L will add but one remark on the character of the truest heroine
that the world has ever seen.

If any person can be found in the present age who would join
in the scoffs of Voliaire against the Maid of Orleans and the
Heayenly Voices by which she believed herself inspired, let him
read the life of the wisest aud best man that the heathen nations
produced. Let him read of the Heavenly Voice by which Socra-
tes believed himself to be constantly attended: which cautioned
him on bhis way from the field of battle at Delinm, and which
from his boyhood to the tinie of his death, visited Liim with un-
earthly warnings.f Let the modern reader reflect upon this;
and then, nnless he is prepared to term Socrates either fool or
impostor, lét him not dare o deride or vilify Joan of Arc.

* The whole of the “Proces de Condemnation et de Eehabilitation de
deanne D’Are” has been published in five volhu by the Societe de L His-
loire de France. iry chroniclers and poets
e adde en 1or Juiring full
Information on a subject which 1s, to an HAn, 2 Of painful interest.
Lheére Is an admirable essay on Joan e 18sth mumber of the
“ Quarterly.” .

¥ See Cicero, de Divinatione, Hb. 1., sec. 41; and see the words of Socrates
hmself, in Plato, Apol. Soe.: Orz fror Seiov o1 ML DALUOVIOY Y iy -
verak Epol 88 rovs’ Eorwvr dx maabis dosdusyor, vy 115
VIy vouEvy, x. 7. A.
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