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DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA,

CHAPTER X.
THE DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA A.D. 1588,

n that memorable year, when the dark cloud gathered round our coasts,

ien Europe stood by in fearful suspense (0 behold what should be the
¥ Yult of that greqt cast in the game of human politics, what the crajt of
Rome, the power of Phili D, the genius of Farnese could achieve against the
island-queen, with her Drakes and Cecils—in that agony of the Frotestant
Iaith and English DaIne.—HALLAM, Const. Hist. vol, 1., p. 220,

Ox the afternoon of the 19th of July, a.p. 1588, a group of Eng.
lish captains was collected at the Bowling Green on the Hoo af
Plymouth, whose equals have never before or since been brought
together, even at that favorite mustering place of the heroes of the
British navy. vas Sir Francis Drake the first English cir-
cumnavigator of the globe, the terror of every Spanish coast in
the Old World and the New; there was Sir John Hawkins, the
rough veteran of Iuany a daring voyage on the African and Amer-
ican seas, and of many a desperate battle ; there was Sir Martin
Frobisher, one of the earliest explorers of the Artic seas, in search
of that Northwest Passage which is still the darling object of Eng-
land’s boldest mariners,  There was the high Admiral of England,
Lord Howard of Effingham, Prodigal of all things in his country’s
tly had the noble daring to refuse to dis-
though the queen had sent him orders to
do s0, in consequence of an exaggerated Teport that the enemy
had been driven back and shattered by astorm. T.ord Howard
(whom contemporary writers describe as being of a wise and
noble courage, skilful in sea matters, wary and provident, and of
great esteem among the sailors) resolved to risk his SOVereign's
anger, and to keep the ships afloat at his own charge, rather than
that England should run the peril of losing their protection.
Another of our Elizabethan sea-kings, Sir Walter Raleigh, was
at that time commissioned to raise and equip the land forces of
Cornwall; but we may well believe that he must have availed him-
self of the opportunity of consulting with the lord admiral and
the other high officers, which was offered by the English fleet put-
ting into Plymouth ; and we may look on Raleigh as one of the
g;mzp that was assembled at the Bowling Green on the Hoe.
any other brave men and skilful mariners, besides the chiefs
whose names have been mentioned, were there, enjoying with true
sailor-like merriment, their temporary relaxation from duty.
the harbor I ! i et with which they had just re-

rd Howard had ascertained that our enemies, though tempest-
tossed, were still formidably strong, and fearing that part of their
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Elizabeth had found ak her accession an encumbered revenne,
divided people, and an unsuccessful foreign war, in which the last
remnant of our possessions in France had been lost; she had also
aformidable pretender to her crown, whose interests were favored
by all the Roman Catholic powers : and even some of her subjects
were warped by religious bigotry to deny her title, and to look on
her as a heretical usurper. It is true that during the years of her
reign which had passed away before the attempted invasion of 1588,
she had revived the commercial prosperity, the nationalspirit, and
tne national loyalty of England. But her resources to cope with
the colossal power of Philip IL still seemed most scanty ; and she
had not a single foreign ally, except the Dutch, who were themselves
struggling hard, and, as it seemed, hopelessly, to maintain their
revolt against Spain.

On the other hand, Philip II. was absolute maste
80 superior to the other states of the world
and especially in military and naval for
of enlarging that empire ‘into a unive
fectly feasible scheme ; and Philip had both the ambition to form
that project, and the resolution to devote all his energies and all
his means to its realization. Since the downfall of the Roman
empire no such preponderating power had existed in the world.
During the medimval centuries the chief European kingdoms were
slowly moulding themselves ont of the fendal chaos; and though
the wars with each other were numerousand desperate, and several
of their respective kings figured for a time as mighty conquerors,
none of them in those times acquired the consisteney and perfect
organization which are requisite for a long-sustained carcer of
aggrandizement. After the consolidation of the great kingdoms,
they for some time kept each other in mutual check. During the
first half of the sixteenth century, the balancing system was suc.
cessfully practiced by European statesmen, But when Philip 11
reigned, France had become so miserably weak through hes eivil
wars, that he had nothing to dread from the rival state which had
80 long curbed his father, the Emperor Charles V. In Germany,
Italy, and Poland he had either zealous friends and dependents,
or weak and divided enemies. Against the Turks he had gained
great and glorious auce ; and he might look round the conti-
nent of Enrope without discerning a single antagonist of whom he
could stand in awe. Spain, when he acceded to ths throne, was
at the zenith of her power. The hardihood and spirit which the
Aragonese, the Castilians, and the other nations of the peninsula
had acquired during centuries of free institutions and successfal
war against the Moors, had not yet become obliterated.
Y. had, indeed, destroyed the liberties of Spain ;
been done too recently for its full evil to be fe
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remark, that no nation is ever so formidable to its neighbors for a
time, as a nation which, after being trained up in self-government,
passes suddenly ander a despotic ruler. The energy of domo-
eratic institutions survives for & few gererations, and fo it are
superadded the decision and certainty which are the atiributes of

overnment when all its powers are directed by a single mind. It
% true that this preternatural vigor is short-lived : national corrup-
jion and debasement gradually follow the loss of the nationsl
liberties ; but there is an interval before their workings are felf,
and in that interval the most ambitions schemes of foreign con-
quest are often snccesstully nndertaken.

Philip had also the advantage of finding himself at tho head of a
large standing army ina perfect state of disciplineand equipment,
in an age when, except some few insignificant corps, standing
armies were unknown in Christendom. Therenown of the Spanish
troops was justly high, and the infantry in particular was consid-
ered the bestin the world. His fleet, also, was far more numerous,
and better appointed than that of any other European power ; and
both his soldiers and his sailors had the confidence in themselves
and their commanders which a long career of successful warfare
alone can create.

Besides the Spanish crown, Philip sncceeded to the kingdom of
Naples and Sicily, the duchy of Milan, Franche-Compte, and the
Netherlands. In Africa he possessed Tunis, Oran, the Cape Verde,
and the Canary Islands ; and in Asia, the Philippine and Sunda
Islands, and a part of the Moluceas. Beyond the Atlantic he was
Jord of the most splendid portions of the New World, which
Columbus found *for Castile and T.eon.” The empires of Peru
and Mexico, New Spain, and Chili, with their abundant mines of
the precious metals, Hispaniola and Cuba, and many other of the
American islands, were provinces of the sovereign ot Spain.

Philip had, indeed, experienced the mortification of seeing the
{inhabitants of the Netherlands revolt against his authority, nor
could he succeed in bringing back beneéath the Spanish scepter
all the possessions which his father had bequeathed fo him. Dut
he had ‘reconquered s large number of the towns and distriets
that originally took up arms against him. Belgium was brought
more thoroughly into implicit obedience to Spain than she had
been before her insurrection, and it was only Holland and the BiX
other northern states that still held out against his arms. The

contest had also formed a compact and veteran army on Philip’s
gide, which, under his great general, the Prince of Parma, had
heen trained to act together under all difficnlties and all vicissi-
tudes of warfare, and on whose steadiness and loyalty perfeet Te-
liance might be placed throughout any enterprise, however diffi-
cult and tedious. Alexander Farnese, prince of Parma, eaptain
general of the Spanish armies, and governor of the Spanish posses-
gicns in the Netherlands, was beyond all camparison the greatest
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military genius of his age. He was i
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* See Ranke's “ Hist. Popes,” vol. 1., P- 170,
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the throne of that connfry on the extinction of the Stuart line:
the most brilliant prospects, especially that of a universal domin-
ion of the seas, were associated in Iis mind with this enterprise.
Every thing seemed to conspire to such an end ;thej redominancy
of Catholicism in Germany, the renewed aftack upon the Hugue-
nots in France, the attempt upon Geneva, and the enterprisc
against England. At the same moment, a thoroughly Catholic
prince, Sigismund IIT, ascended the throne of Poland, with the
prospect also of future succession to the throne of Sweden. Dut
whenever any principle or power, be it what it may, aims at un-
limited supremacy in Europe, some vigorous resistance to if, hay-
ing ifs origin in the deepest springs of human nature, invanably
arises, Philip IL had to encounter newly, awakened powers,
braced by the vigor of youth, and elevated by a sense of their
future destiny. The intrepid corsairs, who had rendered every
seainsecure, now clustered round the coasts of theirnative island.
The Protestants in a body—even the Puritans, althongh they had
been subjected to as severe oppressions as the Catholics—rallied
round their queen, who now gave admirable proof of her mascu-
line courage, and her princely talentof winning the affections, and
leading the minds, and preserving the allegiance of men.”

Ranke should have added that the English Catholics at this
erisis proved themselves as loyal to their gueen and true to their .
country as were the most vehement anti-Catholic zealots in the
island. Some few traitors there were ; but as a body, the English-
men who held the ancient faith stood the trial of their patriotism
nobly. The lord admiral himself was a Catholic, and (to adopf
the words of Hallam) ““then it was that the Catholics in every
county repaired to the standard of the lord lientenant, imploring
that they might not be suspected of bartering the national inde-
pendence for their religion itself.” The Spaniard found no
partisans in the country which he assailed, nor did England, self-
wounded,

f Lie at the proud foot of her enemy.”

For npward of a year the Spanish preparations had been active-
ly and unremittingly urged forward. Negofiations were, during
this time, carried on at Ostend, in which various pretexis were as-
signed by the Spanish commissioners for the gathering togetherof
such huge masses of shipping, and such equipments of troops in
all the sea-ports which their master ruled; but Philip himself took
little care to disguise his intentions; nor could Elizabeth and her
able ministers doubt but that this island was the real object of the
Spanish srmament. The peril that was wisely foreseen was reso-
lutely provided for. Circular letters from the queen were sent
round to the lord lieutenants of the several counties, requiring
them *‘to call together the best sort of gentlemen nnder their len-
tenancy, and to declare unto them these great preparations and
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arrogant threatenings, now burst forth in action upon the seas,
wherein eyery man’s particular state, in the highest degree, counld
be tonched in respect of country, liberty, wives, children, lands,
lives, and (which was specially to_be recarded) the prefession of
the true and sincere religion of Christ.  And tolay before them the
infinite and unspeakable miseries that would fall out npon any
such change, which miseries were evidently seen by the fruits of
that hard and eruel government holden in countries not far dis-
tant. We do look,” said the queen, “‘that the most part of them
should have, upon thisinstant extraordinary oceasion, & largerpro-
fortion of farniture, both for horsemen and footmen, butespecially
\orsemen, than hath been certified, thereby to be in their best
strength against any attempt, ortobe employed about our own per-
son, or otherwise. Hereunto as we doubt not but by your good
endeavors they will be the rather conformable so also we assure
ourselves that Almighty God will so bless these their loyal hearts
born towards 1s, their loving sovereign, and their natnural conntry,
that all the attempts of any enemy whatsoever shall be made void
and frustrate, to their confusion, your comfort, and to God's high
lory.”*
: Totters of a similar kind were also sent by the ecouncil to each ol
the nobility, and to the great cities. The primate called on the
“clergy for their contributions; and by every class of the community
the appeal was responded to with liberal zeal, that offered more even
than the queen required. The boasting threats of the Spaniards
had roused the spirit of the nation, and the whole people “were
thoroughly irritated tostir up the whole forces for their defense
against such prognosticated conquests; so that in a very short
time, all her whole realm, and_every cOrner, were furnished with
armed men, on horseback and on foot; and those continually
trained, exercised, and put into bands, in warlike manner, as in no
age ever was befors in this realm. There wasno sparing of money
to provide horse, armor, weapons, powder, and all necessaries; No,
nor want of provision of pioneers, earriages, and victuals, in every
county of the realm, without exception, to attend npon the armies.
And fo this general furniture every man voluntarily offered, very
many their services personally without wages, others money for
armor snd weapons, and to wage soldiers; a matter strange, and
never the like heard of in this realm or elsewhere. And this general
reason moved all men to large contributions, that when a conquest
was to be withstood wherein all should be lost, it was no time te
gpare a portion.”f
Our lion-hearted queen showed herself worthy of such a people.
A camp was formed at Tilbury; and there Elizabeth rode through

* Strype, cited in Southey’s  Nayal History.”
St:u g}opy of contemporary lesier in ihe Harlefan Collection, quoted by
R
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* < Higtorje of the World,” p. 799-801,
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the like may be said of Weymouth, Purbeck, Poole, and of all
landing-places on the southwest ; for there is no man ignorant that
ships, without putting themselves out of breath, will easily outrnn
the soldiers that coast them. ¢ Les armees ne volent point en poste;’
‘Armies neither flye nor run post,’ saith a marshal of France, And I
know it to be true, that a fleet of ships may be seen at sunset, and
after it at the Lizard, yet by the next morning they may recover
Portland, whereas an army of foot shall not be able to march it in
six dayes. Again, when those troops lodged on the seashores
shall be forced to run from place to place in vain, aftera flet of
ships, they will at length sit down in the midway, and leave all at
alventure. But say it were otherwise, that the invading enemy
will offer to land in some such place where there shall be an army
of ours ready to receive him ; yet it cannot be doubted but that
when the choiee of all our trained bands, and the choice of our
commanders and captains, shall be drawn together (as the
at Tilbury in the year 1588) to attend the person of the prince,
and for the defense of the city of London, they that remain to
guard the const can be of no such force as to encounter an army
like unto that wherewith it was intended that the Prince of Parma
should have landed in England.

“For end of this digr ssion, I hope that this question shall never
come to trial : his majesty’s many movable forts will forbid the
cxperience. And although the English will no less disdain, than
any nation under heaven can do, to be beaten upon their own
ground, or elsewhere, by a foreign enemy, yet to entertain those
that shall assail us, with their own beéf in their bellies and before
they eat of our Xentish capons, I take it to be the wisest way ; to
do which his majesty, after God, will employ his good ships on
the sea, and not trust in any intrenchment upon the shore.”

The introduetion of steam as a propelling power at sea has added
ten-fold weight to these argnments of Raleigh. On theother hand,
a well-constructed system of rail-ways, especially of coast-lines,
aided by the operation of the electrie telegraph, would give facili-
ties for concentrating a defensive army to oppose an enemy on
landing, and for moving troops from place to place in observation
of the movements of the hostile fleet, such as would have aston-
ished Sir Walter, even more than the sight of vessels passing
rapidly to and fro without the aid of wind ortide. The observation

of the French marshal, whom he gquotes, is now no longer correct.
Armies can be made fo pass from place to place almost with the
speed of wings, and far more rapidly than any post-travelline that
was known in the Elizabethan or any other age. Still, the pres-
ence of a sufficient armed force at the right spot, at the right time,
can never be made a matter of cerfainty; and even after the
changes that have taken place, no one can doubt but that the pol-
icy of Raieigh is that which England should ever seek to follow in
defensive war, At the time of the Armada, that policy certainly

¥ were
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veluntaries, of whom there was o greata multitude, that scarce
wasthere any family of accompt,or an yone principall man through-
out all Spaine, that had nota brother, sonne, or kinsman in that
fleete ; who all of them were in good hope to purchase unto them-
selves in that navie (as they termed it) invincible, endless glory
and renown, and to possess themselves of great seigniories and
riches in England and in the Low Countreys. But because the
kaid deseription was translated and published out of Spanish into
divers other languages, we will here only make an abridgement or
brief rehearsal thereof

**Portugall furnished and set foorth under the conduct of the
Duke of Medina Sidonia, generall of the fleete, 10 galeons, 2 zabraes
1300 mariners, 3,300 soldiers, 300 great pieces, with all requisite
furnitare.

““Biscay, under the conduct of John Martines de Ricalde, admi-
ral of the whole fleete, set forth 10 galeons, 4 pataches, 700 mariners,
2000 soldiers, 250 great pieces, &o.

““Guipusco, under the conduct of Michael de Oquendo, 10 gal-
eons, 4 pataches, 700 mariners; 2,000 souldiers, 310 great pieces.

“Italy, with the Levant islands, under Martine de Vertendona,
10 galeons, 700 mariners, 2,000 souldiers, 310 great Pieces, &e.

< Castile, under Diego Flores de Valdez, 14 galeons, 2 pataches,
1700 mariners, 2,400 souldiers, and 380 great pieces, &e,

“Andalusia, under the conduct of Petro de Valdez, 10 galeons, 1
patache, 800 mariners, 2,400 sonldiers, 280 great pieces, &e.

“Item, under the conduct of John Lopez de Medina, 23 great
Flemish hulkes, with 700 mariners, 3,200 souldiers, and 400 great
pieces.

*“Item, under Hugo de Moncada, 4 galliasses, containing 1200
gally-slaves, 460 mariners, 870 souldiers, 200 great pieces, &e.

**Item, under Diego de Mandrana, 4 gallies of Portugall, with
888 gally-slaves, 360 mariners, 20 great pieces, and other requisite
farniture.

*Item, under Anthonie de Mendoza, 22 pataches and zabraes,
with 574 mariners, 488 souldiers, and 193 great pieces.

“Besides the ships aforementioned, there were 20 caravels,
rowed with oars, being appointed to perform Decessary services
under the greater ships, insomuch as all the ships appertayning
to this navie amounted unto the summe of 150, eche one being

sufficiently provided of furniture and vietuals.

‘“The number of mariners in the saide flects were above 8,000,
of slaves 2,088 of souldiers 20,000 (besides noblemen and gentlemen
voluntaries), of great cast pieces 2,600. 'The foresaid ships were
of an huge and incredible capacitie and receipt, for the whole fleets
was large enough to containe the burthen of 60,000 tunnes.

*“The galeons were 64 in number, being of an huge bignesse, and
very flately built, being of marveilous force also, and so high that

they resembled great castles, most fit to defend themselves and to
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“There were in the said navie five terzaes of Spaniards (which
terzaes the Frenchmen call regiments), under the command of
five governours, termed by the Spaniards masters of the field.
and among the rest there were many olde and expert souldiers
chosen out of the garisons of Sicilie, Naples, and Tercera. Their
eaptaines or colonels were Diego Pimentelli, Don Francisco de
Toledo, Don Alongo de Lucon, Don Nicolas de Isla, Don Augns-
kin de Mexia, who had eche of them thirty-two companies under
their conduct. Besides the which companies, there were many
bands also of Castilians and Portugals, every one of which had
their peculiar governours, captains, officers, colors, and weapons.”

While this huge armament was making ready in the southern
ports of the Spanish dominions, the Duke of Parma., with nlmost
incredible toil and skill, collected a squadron of war-ships at Dun-
kirk, and a large flotilla of other ships and of flat-bottomed boats
for the {ransport to England of the picked troops, which were
designed to be the main instrumenis in subduing England. The
design of the Spaniards was that the Armada should give them, at
lcast for a time, the command of the sea, and that it should join
the squadron that Parma had collected off Calais. Then, escorted
by an overpowering naval force, Parma and his army were to em-
bark in their flotilla, and cross the sea to England, where they
were to be landed, together with the roops which the Armada
brought from the ports of Spain. The scheme was not dissimilar
to one formed against England a little more than two centuries
afterward.

As Napoleon, in 1805, waited with his army and flotilla at
Boulogne, looking for Villeneuve to drive away the English ernisers,
and secure him a passage across the Channel. so Parma, in 1588,
waited for Medina Sidonia to drive away the Dutch and English
squadrons that watehed his flotilla, and to enable his veterans o
cross the sea to the land that they were to conquer. Thanks to
Providence, in each case England’s enemy waited in vain!

Although the numbers of sail which the queen’s government and
the patriotic zeal of volunteers had ecollected for the defense of
England exceeded the number of sail in the Spanish fleet, the
English ships were, collectively, far inferior in size to their adver-
saries, their agoregate tonnage heing less by half than that of the
enemy. In the number of guns and weight of metal, the dispro-
portion was still greater. The English admiral was also obliged
to subdivide his force; and Lord Henry Seymour, with forty of
the best Dutch and Englich ships, was employed in blockading
the hostile ports in Flanders, and in preventing the Duke of Parma
from coming out of Dunkirk.

The InviNoIBLE ARMADA, as the Spaniards in the pride of their
hearts named it, set sail from the Tagus on the 29th of May, but
near Corunna met with a tempest that drove it into port with
severe logs. It was the report of the damage done to the enemy
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by this storm which had caused the English court fo suppose that
there would be no invasion that year. Buf, asalready mentioned,
the English admiral had sailed to Corunna, and learned the real
state of the case, whence he had returned with his ships to
Plymouth. The Armada sailed again from Corunna on the 12th of
July. The orders of King Philip to the Duke de Medina Sidonia
were, that he should, on entering the Channel, keep near the
French coast, and, if attacked by the Engl;ﬁh sin_p_s, m-o;d an action
and steer on to Calais Roads, where the Prinee of Parma’s squadron,
wes to join him. The hopes of surprising and destroying the
English fleet in Plymonth led the Spanish admiral to deviate from
these orders and to stand across to the English ;s‘ilore; but, on
finding that Lord Howard was coming out to meet him, he resumed
the original plan, and determined to bend his way steadily lnwlar-d
Calais and Dunkirk, and to keep merely on the defensive against
such squadrons of the English as might come up with him.

It was on Saturday, the 20th of July, that Lord Effingham came
in sight of his formidable adversaries. The Armada was drawn
up in the form of a crescent, which, from horn to horn, mea.s:ured
some seven miles. There was a southwest wind, and before it the
vast vessels sailed slowly on. The English et them pass by ; and
then following in the rear, commenced an attack on them. A
running fight now took place, in which some of the best ships of_
the Spaniards were captured ; many more received heayy damage ;
while the English vessels, which tock care not to close with their
huge antagonists, but availed themselyes of their superior cele:nt
in tacking and maneuvering, suffered little cumpnmtnelpss. L”‘c,
day added not only to the spirit, but to the n_‘uml_wr of Effingham 8
force. Raleigh, Oxford, Cnmberland, and Sheflield joined him ;
and *‘the gentlemen of England hired ships from all parts at their
own charge, and with one accord came flocking thither as 10 a set
field, where glory was to be atmintﬂd, and faithful service performed

their prince and their country.” i 3 i
unlt{?alel:ilgh qustly praises the English admiral for his skilful t.swtlcs.t
Raleigh says,* * Certainly, he that will happily perform a ﬁght a
sea must be skilful in making choice of vessels to fightin: he
must believe that there is more belonging fo a good man of war,
upon the waters, than great daring; and must know, that there 13
a great deal of difference between fighting loose or at large an
grappling. The guns of a slow ship pierce as well, and m‘\]{e as
great holes, as those in a swift. To clap ships together, withouk
consideration, belongsrather to a madman than toaman of war, for
*by such an ignorant bravery was Peter Strossie lost at the .A_.z,or&f_i
when he fought against the Marquis of Santa Cruza. In like so1
had the Lord Charles Howard, admiral of England, been lost in
the year 1588, if he had not been better advised than a greal many

= « Higtorie of the World,” p. 791
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malignant fools were that found fanlt with his demeanor. The
Spaniards had an army aboard them, and he had none : they had
more ships than he had, and of higher building and charging : so
that, had he entangled himself with those great and powerful
vessels, he had greatly endangered this kingdom of England ; for
twenty men upon the defenses are equal to a hundred that board
and enter ; whereas then, contrariwise, the Spaniards had a hun-
dred, for twenty of ours, to defend themselves withal. But our
admiral knew his ad vantage, and held it ; which had he not done,
he had not been worthy to have held his head.”

The Spanish admiral also showed great judgment and firmnes
in following the line of conduct that Iind been traced ont for hiu
and on the 27th of July, he brought his fleet unbroken, thongh
sorely distressed, to anchorin Calais Roads. Butthe King of Spain
had calculated ill the number and the activity of the English an
Dutch fleets ; as the old historian expresses i, “It seemeth that
the Duke of Parma and the Spaniards grounded upon & vain and
presumptuous expectation, that all the ships of England and of
the Low Countreys would at the first sight of the Spanish and
Dunkerk navie have betaken themselves to flight, yielding them
sea-room, and endeavoring only to defend themselves, their havens,
and sea-coasts from invasion. = Wherefore theirintent and purpose
was, that the Duke of Parma, in his small and flat-bottomed ships,
should, as it were under the shadow and wings of the Spanish
fleet, convey ouer all his troupes, armor, and war-like provisions,
and with their forees so united, should invade England ; or while
the English fleet were busied in fight agsainst the Spanish, should
enter upon any part of the coast, which he thought to be most
convenient. Which invasion (as the captives afterward confessed)
the Duke of Parma thought first to have attempted by the River of
Thames ; upon the banks whereof having at the first arrivall
landed twenty or thirty thousand of his principall souldiers, he sup-
posed that he might easily have woonna the eitie of London ; both
because his small shippes should have followed and assisted his
land forces, and also for that the citie it-selfe was but meanely
fortified and easie to onercome, by reason of the citizens' delicacie

and discontinuance from the warres, who, with continuall and
constant labor, might be vanquished, if they yielded not at the
first assault.”*

But the English and Dutch fonnd ships and mariners enough to
keep the Armada itself in check, and af the same time to block up
Parma’s flotilla. The greater part of Seymour’s squadron left its
cruising-ground off Dunkirk to join the English admiral of
Calais ; but the Dutch manned about five-and-thirty sail of good
ships, with a strong force of soldiers c o board, all well seasoned to
the seaservice, and with these they blockaded the Flemish ports

* Hakluyt’s “ Voyages,” vol L, p. 601
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¢hat were in Parma’s power. Still it was resolyed by the Spanish
admiral and the prinece fo endeavor to effect a junction, which the
English seamen were equally resolute to prevent; and bolder
measires on Our side now became Necessary.

The Armada lay off Calais, with its largest ships ranged outside,
«like strong castles fearing no nse ault, the lesser placed in the
middle ward.” The English admiral could not attack them in
their position without great disadvantage, but on the night of the
99th he sent eight fire-ships among them, with almost equal effect
to that of the fire-ships which the Greeks sootten employed against
the Turkish fleets in their late war of independence. The Span-
iards cut their cables and putto sea in confosion. One of the
larzest galeasses ran foul of another vessel and was stranded.
The rest of the fleet was scattered about on the Flemish coast, and
when the morning broke, it was with difficulty and delay that
they obeyed their admiral’s signal to range themselves round him
near Gravelines. Now was the golden opport unity for the English
to assail them, and prevent them from ever letting loose Parmas
flotilla against England, and nobly was that opportunity used.
Drake and Fenner were the first English captains who attacked
the unwieldy leviathans ; then came Fenton, Sonthwell, Burton,
Cross, Raynor, and then the lord admiral, with Lord Thomas
Howard and Lord Shefiicld. The Spaniards only thought of form-
ing and keeping close together, and were driven by the English
past Dunkirk, and far away from the Prince of Parma, who, in
watching their defeat from the coast, must, as Drake expressed it
have chafed like a bear robbed of her whelps. This wasindeed
the last and the decisive battle between the two fleets. It is, per-
haps, best described in the very words of the contemporary
writer, as we may read them in Hakluyt®

«Tpon the 29th of July in the morning, the Spanish fleet after
the forsayd tumulf, having arranged themselues againe into order.
were, within sight of Greveling, most bravely and furiously en-
countered by the English, where they once again got the wind of
the Spaniards, who suffered themseues to be deprived of the com-
modity of the place in Caleis Road, and of the advantage of the
wind neer unto Dunkerk, rather than they would change their ar-
ray or separate their forces now conjoyned and united together,
standing only upon their defense.

« And albeit there were many excellentand warlike ships in the
English fleet. yet scarce were there 22 or 23 among them all,
which matehed 90 of the Spanish ships in the bigness, or could
conveniently assanlt them. Wherefore the English shippes usin%
their prerogative of nimble steerage, whereby they could turn anc
weild themselves with the wind which way they listed, camse
often times very near upon the Spaniards, and charged them =50
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thought best, in the words of Drake, ¢“to leave them to those bois
terons and uneouth Northern seas.”

The sufferings and losses which the unhappy Spaniards sustain-
ed in their flight round Scotland and Ireland are well known. Of
their whole Armada only fifty-three shattered vessels brought back
their beaten and wasted crewsto the Spanish coast which they
had quitted in such pageantry and pride.

Some passages from the writings of those who fook partin the
struggle have been already quoted, and the most spirited descrip-
tion of the defeat of the Armada which ever was penned may
perhaps be taken from the letter which our brave Vice-admiral
Drake wrotein answer to some mendacions stories by which the
Spaniards stroye to hide their shame. Thus does he describe the
seenes in which he played so important a part.*

«They were not ashamed to publish, in sundry langnages in
print, great victories in words, which they pretended to have ob-
tained against this realm, and spread the same in a most false sort
over all parts of France, Ifaly, and elsewhere; when, shortly after-
ward, it was happily manifested in very deed to all nations, how
their navy, which they termed invincible, consisting of one hundred
and forty sail of ships, not only of their own kingdom, but
strengthened with the greatest argosies, Portugal carracks, Floren-
tines, and large hulks of other countries, were by thirty of her
majesty’s own ships of war, and a few of our own merchants, by
the wise, valiant, and advantageous conduct of the Lord Charles
Howard, high admiral of England, beaten and shuffled together
even from the Lizard in Cornwall, first to Portland, when they
shamefully left Don Pedro de Valdez with his mighty ship; from
Portland fo Calais, where they lost Hugh de Moncado, with the
galleys of which he was captain; and from Calais, driven with
squibs from their anchors, were chased ont of the sight of England,
round about Scotland and Ireland; where, for the sympathy of
their religion, hoping to find succor and assistance, a great part of
them were crushed against the rocks, and those others that land-
ed, being very many in number, were, notwithstanding, broken,
slain, and taken, and so sent from village to village, coupled in
halters to be shipped into England, where her majesty, of her
princely and invincible disposition, disdaining to pub them to
death, and scorning either fo retain or to enterfain thew, they
were sll sent back again to their countries, to witness and recount
the worthy achievement of their invincible and dreadful navy. Ot
which the number of soldiers, the fearful burden of their ships,
the commanders’ names of every squadron, with all others, their
magazines of provision, werb putin print, asan army and navy
irresistible and disdaining prevention; with all which their great

* Soa Strype, and the notes *o the Life of Drake, in the * Blographia
Britannica.”
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Bxxopsis or Events BETWEEN THE DEFEAT OF THE SPANIEHR ArMaDA,
A.D, 1588, AND THE BATTLE oF BrENHEmM, i.D. 1704,

A.D. 1594. Henry IV. of France conforms to the I
A : : Roms ) -
hcl%isurf’ﬁ'fl“ndlinds the civil wars that had long disni(::‘tl':lnf‘(‘r:;iz-ﬁ
i o f Spai 1e8 leaving ine i 2
e kilnlét'loﬁl?f Spain dies leaving a ruined navy and an ex-
1603. Death of Queen Elizabeth. The Scotch
Stllzgﬁs fuccceds the throne of England. ey Instychie
. Commencement of the Thirty Years’ War in Ge v
1624-1642. Cardinal Richelien is minister of anc:m;{t?g)-reaks
gm power of nobility, reduces the Huguenots to complete subjec-
:ll’:::’ ;}n&; b%h&}d{np\; the Protestant German prinees in the latter
gustn‘a, e Thirty Years’ War, he humiliates France'sancient rival,
1630. Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, marchesi
: . 5, gof S n, 8 int ) 7
to.the assistance of the Protestants, who were nearly c‘:ngiga?as;
'(tll:z{}lus%na.l:] M'I.l.ues;.1 Hehguins several great victories, and after his
eath, Bweden, nunder his statesme d gene i )
tal;e;algn‘iing Sl en and generals, continues to
640. Portugal throws off the Spanish yoke; t
ga?&azbegins e P yoke; and the house of Bra-
2. Commencement ofthe civil warin E i y
S Commiaonnis civil warin England between Charles
1648. The Thirty Years’ War in Ge 7
Wotabate ¥ rmany ended by the treaty of
1653. Oliver Cromwell Lord Protector of England
}gﬁﬂi) IIfcs!_ﬂmtti(;n ofi:he Stuarts to the Engligsh throne,
; . Louis XTIV, takes the administrati hirs i Fran
o i tion of affairs in ce
1667-1668. Louis XIV. makes war upon Spain, and
larlgée g)alr‘t of the Spanish Netherlzmds.p D AR
72. Liouis makes war upon Holland, and almost ov vers i
Chnrles_]l., Df_ England, is his pensioner, and En,r_{lan{f T;Efsmi;:-—'
French in their attacks upon Holland until 1674. Heroic resistanc:
of the Dutch nunder the Prince of Orange. :
1674. Louis conquers Franche-Comte.
1679. Peace of Nimeguen.
1681. Touis invades and occupies Alsace.
1682, Accession of Peter the Great fo the throne of Russia.




