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ecution of his Protes-
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1685. Louis commences a merciless pers
tant subjects.

1688. 'The glorious Revolution in England. Expnlsion of James
L. William of Orange is made King of England. James takes
refuge at the French court, and Louis undertakes to restore him,
General war in the west of Europe.

1697. Treaty of Ryswick. Charles XII. becomes King of Swe-

den.

1700, Charles IL., of Spain, dies, having bequeathed his domin-
jons to Philip of Anjou, Liouis XIV.’s grandson. Defeat of the Hus-
sians at Narva by Charles XTL

1701. Willam 1L forms a «:Grand Alliance” of Austria, the Em-
¢ngland, and other powers, against

pire, the United Provinces, E

1":'(}'2,_‘ King William dies; but his suceessor, Queen Anne, adheres
to the Grand Alliance, and waris proclaimed against France.

CHAPTER XL
THE BATTLE OF BLENHEIM, A.D. 1704

The decisive blow. struck at Blenheim resounded through every part of
FEurope: it at once destroyed the vast fabric of power which it had taken
Louis X1V., aided by the talents of Turenne and the genius of Vauban, 80

long to construct.— ALISON.
Troves mors slowly moulded and less imposingly vast than the
of Napoleon, the power which Lonis XIV. had acqnired
at the commencement of the eighteenth century
he general liberties of Europe.
ot aggrandizement w hich each
f the royal Bourbon was nore
L 1 than were the enterprisesof the imperial Corsican. All
the provinees that Bonaparte conquered were rent again from
France within twenty years from the date when the very earbiest of
them was acquired. France is not stronger by a single city ora
single acre for all the devastating wars of the Consulate and the
" Empire. bBub she still possesses Tranche-Comte, Alsace, and part
of Flanders. She has still the extended boundaries which Louis
XIV. gave her ; and the royal Spanish marringe a few years ago
proved elearly how enduring has been the political influence which
the arts and arms of France's «Grand Monarque ” obtained for her
southward of the Pyrenees. ;
When Louis XIV. took the reins of government into his own
hands, after the death of Cardinal Mazarin, there was a union of
ability with opportunity such as France had not seen since the

€mpire
and was acquiring
was almost equally menacing to t
If tested by the amounnt of permaner

procured for France, the ambition o

gsuccessiu
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a s
in'suofwit:ﬂrlsrr}nﬁne.' Moreover, Louis's career was no brief one
o o!t? ('harli:mg?gny“\ ears, folr a period nearly equal to the du T
3 gne’s reign, Louis steadily followe e
and a generally successful Imli-:} tti‘ﬁ-ﬂiuglinlm.(ll ifs agg:r‘i—ssn'»:r
ALy =5 iy 3 SSE0 & 10INg you E:
Egﬁ\guﬁgﬁ .uf ‘_fl"fj}l'll_ before the military genius 0;‘ ;‘;i;:rl.!ﬂ:rln:;fi;i
Bm.\rbmtuia:;b{l;;ml{td \nth[ humiliation snd defeat. The gnb'z‘;
ved too long. He should not hav tsta ; >
Tt e L e sho 1ave ontstayed our two
cl:?.!;:iﬂwl‘;__lﬂglgs, one his dvpen-}rnt. James T1, the other l~ii PTLIJ:\W(:)
onist, William IIL _Had he died when they icd, his rei n would
cited as 2qualled in the French nls for its i
e, Bl e < annals for its prosperity
i : see his armies beaten, his cities Ad
at he ] kD ] ities eapture 3
{1;: legd.om wasted year after year by disastrous w -xrlmllt-) f‘, 2‘3“1
t:) ;;Etim.sgﬁje had survived fo be defeated by the ‘::»r.thmu: (zmll
ess the misery and shame that actnally 7 ¢ of hi
S g e that actually fell to the lot of his
mgitilll,(,&ci?l&m had forty years of success; and from the per-
Al il‘th(e ; ‘Lt“ﬁfrm-ts' we may judge what the results would have
poon Eal _t:h fteen years of his reign had been equally fortu-
mee “nd«u} tl.n:b lfr%:c-ztl mfr ‘.‘:lflc'-nh;-im, all Europe misht at this day
5t the effect of French conquests resembling those o
: 2 P : ests 8 ng thos
Al&.‘:ahu;gelr‘ in G&)Efl-‘i'_t,fmd those of the Romans in dumhiﬁtvhow >
3 OIS /. began to govern, he fi e materi
: 2 o , he found all the m: 3
i'olr)t..; lnfrong government ready to his hand. Richelien h"tie;ﬁh
Eu‘i)fn)tuiln:l{;(l t.l‘u; turbulent spirit of the French nobility, u.nd .hwl-
o or’ -e-f -] e “‘imperinm in imperio™ of the Huguenots. The
mukli}xilrrr;ht 1;: r:l'l‘ll'ld(_‘iljl‘ﬂllll Mazarin’s time had had the effect of
1 g the Parisian Parliament utterly hateful i
m Ak an 1 y hate and contemptible
we:leleoll,)..?_of the nation. The Assemblies of the Ste\h-s—(h!nn-;r:]
o thaj:‘t)a::te- TThfﬁ ri':‘;_vul gntlmrit} alone remained. The king
state. Touis knew his position. He fearlessly avowed it,
m’g‘ lée fh‘*llflessly acted up to it.E ke fatelon g
Not only was his governme
which he governed ang;:(:;ril'?‘t?tﬁ s Rt'ropfg e blll.lt o ccﬂntry
v gove i s st g—strong in its geographical situati
R, ned : : g geographical situation,
e o‘;;’rint&]smslmhs of its territory, in the number and martial
ety 11111:;];1iazr)t.s, and in their complete and undivided
o ity. Touis had neither a Hungary nor an Ireland in his
o nwnons‘ ;i T!';(_\ (-1\'1} war in the Ceyennes was caused solely i;;,-
in‘ 1 .}_)en,e(:utmg intolerance ; and that did not occur till Infe
h-u-i s }'ul{_‘:n. when olr} ace made his bigotry more gloomy, and
‘I _ilwl} fanaticism the mastery over prudence. i
‘.1t 0'}1\!)019011 in after times, Lounis XIV. saw clearly that the
?re.l.--\l ants of France were ‘“ships, colonies, and commerce.” But
i_fttmi.s n'l.i('l more than see these wants ; by the aid of his great min-
ster, Colbert, he supplied them. One of the surest proofs of the

* «ouand Louls XIV. dit, ‘ L’Etat, ¢'est moi.’ 'y &
LR sEtat, C'est mot. 11 0’y *_ut_g.msceuc parole
e Mhyau ﬁn p.u; Jff 1a simple eponciation d’ur fait.”—MICHELET His-
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genius of Louis was his skill in finding ouf %enius in others, and
his promptness in calling it info action. Under him, Louvois
organized, Turenne, Conde, Villars, and Berwick led the armies of
France, and Vauban fortified her frontiers. Thronghout his
reign, French diplomacy was marked by skilfulness and activity,
and also by comprehensive far-sightedness, such as the represen-
tatives of no other nation possessed. Guizot's testimony fo the
vigor that was displayed through every branch of Louis XIV.'s
government, and to the extent to which France at presentis in-
debted to him, is remarkable. He says that, *“taking the public
services of every kind, the finances, the departments of roads and
public works, the military administration, and all the establish-
ments which belong to every branch of administration, there is nob
one that will not be found fo have had its origin, ifs development,
or its greatest perfection nnder the reign of Louis XIV.”™ And he
points out to us that “the government of Lounis XIV. was the first
that presented itself to the eyes of Europe as a power acting upon
gure grounds, which had not to dispute its existence with mward
enemies, but was at ease as to its territory and its people, and
solely ocenpied with the task of administering government prop-
erly so called. All the Enropean governments had been previously
thrown into incessant wars, which deprived them of all security
as well as of all leisure, or so pestered by internal parties or antag-
onists that their time was passed in fighting for existence. The
government of Lounis XIV. was the first to appear as a busy, thriv-
ing administration of affairs, as a power at once definitive and pro-
gressive, which was not afraid to innovate, because it could reckon
gecurely on the future. There have been, in fact, very few govern-
ments equally innovating. Compare it with a government of the
same nature, the unmixed monarchy of Philip IL in Spain ; it was
more absolute than that of Louis XIV., and yet it was less regular
and tranquil. How did Philip IL succeed in establishing absolute
power in Spain? By stifling all activity in the country, opposing
himself to every species of amelioration, and rendering the
state of Spain completely stagnant. The government of Louis
XIV., on the contrary, exhibited alacrity for all sorts of innova-
tions, and showed itself favorable to the progress of letlers, arts,
wealth—in short, of civilization. This was the veritable cause of
its preponderance in Europe, which arose to such a piteh, that it
became the type of a government not only fo sovereigns, but also
to nations, during the seventeenth century.”

While France was thus strong and united in herself, and ruled
by & martial, an ambitious, and (with all his faults) an enlightened
and high-spirited sovereign, what European power was there fit
to cope with her or keep her in check?

« Ag to Germany, the ambitious projects of the German branch

= & History of European Civillzation,” Lecture 18.
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of Austria had been entirel
r irely defeated, the ce of the empi
E::invel;;b{l?mtq, ntncl almos;, & New c.onst.im}]t?gn formed !1;1:1[1;; ho?g
2d, by the treaties of Westphalia - imperia
not only fallen, but her wings were cl-;ipp;(a;.":my‘ (e ieoeia Sera
A A%];o .‘l_wpztzn, t-}’!(_? Spanish branch of the Austrian house had sunk
}El:)i.i 1’f‘f,i?:‘- ,} 1}111[)‘ IT. left his suecessors a ruined monarch
pxtini:plec:::;’ Ti?lee:r_?mg ;\'fc:_rse ;ilm left them his example and h}i’;
“p-ts Of government, founded in ambition, in pride, in i
nuIl;;sH 11111 l}:l?gtr}} and all the pedantry of state. ‘rl SEA
S Do erefore, to be wondered at, that France. i
: _theref i : < >, in the
2 I&::@Ofp&f:;(l};} ?I}:n’t dﬁsptse(! fthﬁ opposition of both bmnchg‘] gf!it;s;
one e ouse o ustria. Indeed, in Germany
:hr::ﬁi}l lf‘tng a}qulured allies among the princes of the empire u.r)r:li;l;:
e peror himself. He had a still stronger support in Austris’s
rm,tiif'erzmu-nt of her own subjects. The words of Bolingbroke
o la:La;-;::::?mrkab}"'.gnﬁ so;ne of them sound as if written within
ihe last three years. olingbroke says, *“It was not merelv il
Tan% 1():1(‘01'(1.!&1 co-operation among the prineces of the em;niieythrﬁ
lf‘lhﬂ‘ led the emperor from acting with vigor in the cauge of his
v;x:;ﬁ]\.; :,ihr:n, nl(larhtbat“ha.s rendered the house of Austria a dead
gatupon all her allies ever sinee.  Bigotry, and its insepara
cgﬂ{‘]}ﬂnmn, cruelty, as well asthe ty mnng and avarice of&t'liaI:‘:::::k
Di 1‘emm, created in t-tgose days, and has maintained in ours,
almost a perpetual diversion of the imperial arms from all effectual
cﬁz}rﬁst?lon}to ance.q 7 | mean lo speale of the troubles in Hungary.
4 ever they became in their progress, they were caused originally by
¢ usurpations and persecutions of the emperor ; and when the Fun.
gg::ar::}s: w(jre::fkd reb;Ls first, they were ealled s0 for mo other réason
in Hizs, that they would not be slaves. The dominion of the empe
ll:;:r})lgé(lie:sdsuprlor:aljlbl? than that of the Turks, this unhnpp:' pgg}r)?;
= oor to the latter to infest the empire, instead of maki
thrq_r country what it had been before, a bargi,er z'xgnin st ;h& oﬁfﬁigﬁ
!"l.l-\ﬁer. }}?mm&e became a sure though secret ally of the Turks as
}; Il as the Hungarians, and has found heracconnt in it by keeping
cieé emperor in perpetual alarms on that side, while she has ravazed
the empire and the Low Conntries on the other.”t e
If, after having seen the imbecility of Germany and Spain

* Botingbroke, vol. 11, p. 875. Lord Bolingbroke's ¢
: g} , YOL AL, p. 378. L Z] e 8 ¢ Letters ; t
{:%.E']t,ory and his « sketeh of the ltin‘toryszm(! State of f:afo"pé]"?a‘rﬁ,?c{
i a}j rﬁﬁ:ﬁ.&ﬂgu&gﬂi}}léya&d n{,?rm[ma'u1|mmnt»5. of which the substance
S a8 sound as the style s beautiful. Unfortunately, hk his other
‘\\[ Sllhs 15111::)[‘ Ft-g(nt;:l:zt ;}l{.;so‘ la‘j:a'rg;' proportion of sopmsm" :niaemﬂlrol;?rbmgtnl&tl:
ion. best tes se before we adopt any opinion SErtic
fﬁ?ﬁ,",g?hﬁ hﬁc ulo ccﬁ'n(?;l'dl‘i:r whlm i;or in writlng it nel was tm(;fh‘ia rfg-i prltl]ﬁ:}r g{
- alpole evealed Eeligion. ‘When elther of thes ects
of his hatred was before his mind, he scru i sl
1 as before his scrupled at noartifice Agg
that might serve the purpose of nis mallgnity. On most %i:?éﬁfmusﬁiglﬂg
nu;y be Iollnwgd Wwith advantage, as he always may be read with pleasure.
Bolingbroke, VoL ii.. p. 378, i Bolingbroke, vol. 4., p, 597,
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inst the France of Louis XIV., we turn to the two an[y]}ﬁﬁ:‘llﬁl
r}g‘ui‘:nn;man powers of any importance ab that 1.-1111,0.‘1»‘:“1_“A‘lr a“s 53
::;;.;1 to Holland, we find the position ni: 2H (',“11: .( {"n“:]ll'-‘l:]l}]liltl.‘.:
European polities, from 1660 to 1685, éllms.tl R‘;nii‘r: 1\_;(\;&‘“5 L i
e TR istor ng the last twe T
ot 18‘ m]tri t;tl;trlll:d\l 13::1' i‘;}l\\’ 1\(‘}«]':15:1];sintisfa\‘tol‘}r' to Fl;;{)_ulml‘ p‘l'{:}: ’
e:ghtuc-n_tl__G_n‘in‘,w_'!: less shameful than that of the pr‘.-c\tt £
E‘E‘gf,fsmnﬂg was reduced to a nullit ¥ j’]ljllu,“v"-;{;:’ :Il;;ble('-t, =
t's,* and, though severe, they are just. 15 .d dynasty of
S evere enoagh : for when England, under her restored T
the St E-I:tq ®3id not take any part in E"TUP‘"“‘.?“’,ht?“?’l refickud
Elljjecth Lcr::n;t'har her king’s conduct, was almost invariably W

s

d dishonorable, g e revolution of
anl%olingbruke rightly says t.fnn.t, prt]\:‘m:}t; t\?{\t‘?mnde ety
1688, during the whole pn.)gnjis.t—i-l:zt.'ufi;i-m‘wrll-qmundcd hopes
quiring S-m-h. f f .1-]:1;1;I}E.li‘:li%1}.:3?::}1‘.?3'1';:'\11isi; monarch S,En}li{md had
gf_*iq:‘#;:ig :m 11:;10 wpe{:mtnr ‘of what passed on the ;&;ﬁ“&ﬁt :Irl ;
heen € e - aoainst France, or & WAL d sure
faint and 11)1:): ?ym:.r:ﬂ ?13 }ni‘aifi]:l; :}tr %,:-Etlwee:n A Tha Powershc&t)llll;
D q11'L Lt' (-:1-‘“}_;1;- in their common defense. But th““‘i-’- od
fe“"‘:‘é‘;f}.‘, nt:fin d submitted to abet the nsurnations &f Fl;:ll(n% f“;rus
S]imi{inu (»FE\]:&;\.I'\d stooped to be Jor lw'l.l ‘?T(—,r, t l(:ucl'l}' against
;ussn-m';ual On the contrary, t}r:u nation cried ou
i ok oo committing.
Ltfl{:;(:‘:llh‘s:i};l]-t‘:ﬁjt: l:fmulll the European 1;":‘:::15; Of?,p?ﬁid:rf}?titgg

4 al » - = resistance to E

very b(“‘g—in!\ l;}%iI:\S;;::f!{I?!%:?H;I‘uf‘ifu:fuge ;'-,;qr;;.-}_n st I’if‘n.ilﬂ(‘i that 'ﬁ-e’
pE ks of France were made, and, thongh often et
fiercest attac ,St-ocoml.lme success, they were always ;llltupfiuen};
oo tg\e}t.--.\:‘»h -)Rtll-i)‘.'ﬂ’r;-\ bravery of the 1’Jultch. and _ﬂle En}h}" "61.
DAtise by 1:3‘“1*"1' William of Orange. When he lf'fwnm?‘ -m?l“_
el HW“H .;“: wer of this conntry was thrown decidedly %Islﬁ)r;d
England, t,!{'Fromlg - but though the contest was !;_!.\us. TEeny —iTa
icg\};iﬁ'mllriil tgtmu’h. William acted thi-mllr:hi_n':ti ;i\‘zl;;!}lniﬁ::f;upe_
65 2 b e d a hero.”} France had theg ?
ﬁ_rmmi.:s'f"- 111"“ nk:ixlll'lr;:‘ {J?ulttl‘i;:(ir"\}& ; and the _cu_munen;&_cr@f;:f
TIOTivy 1L 6VOTyL century found the lastleagne hé-'-i“n“_thk.“:-t 1155{ d
Ol:ith‘lelii]lﬁl;ﬁigé;l of the confederates tlii?;'*n"-‘b h{:r ?t'];’i]‘:t: (:k:t;?;n
ed, & = ile Francecontinued armed, & £ 2
AT disbﬁnﬂt’[d 1; \;f;::.ileli ‘T:lﬂ‘t:‘c_{‘ l;ltli‘-tl held i?} T‘:"“nn({%gﬁ to act &:;
f"r"“,}’; h; ::’1?__;:‘[.,_,1.1113 opportunity should arise f;‘,r]:{ffl‘:ﬂﬁ?gnhﬁd
:rlrlt:uli; ;?r’ize,-.slw}-:ich, from the very begiuning O Jus rHISH
never been lost sight of by her king.

-

t Bolingbroke, vol. il., 418

e

! ., p. 106,
* +« Fistoire Moderne,” Vol l!t, md,,jp. v
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This is not the place for any narmtive of the first essay which
Lounis XIV. made of his power in the war of 1667 ; of his rapid
conquest of Flanders and Franche-Comte ; of the treaty of Aixla
Chapells, which ‘““was nothing more than a composition between
the bully and the bullied ** of his attack on Holland in 1672 :of
the districts and the barrier towns of the Spanish Netherlands,
which were secured to him by the treaty of Nimegzen in 1678 ; of
how, after this treaty, he *‘continued to vex both Spain and the
empire, and to extend his conquests in the Low Countries and on
the Rhine, both by the pen and the sword : how he ook Luxem-
bourg by force, stole Strasburg, and bought Casal ;” of how the
league of Augsburg was formed against him in 1686, and the elec-
tion of William of Orange to the English throne in 1688 gave a new
spirit to the opposition which France encountered ; of the long
and checkered war that followed, in which the French armies
were generally victorious on the Continent, though his fleet were
beaten at La Hogue, and his dependent, James I1., was defeated
at the Boyne ; or of the treaty of Ryswick, which left France in
possession of Roussillon, Artois, and Strasburg, which gave Europe
no security against her claims on the Spanish suceession, and
which Louis regarded as a mere truee, to gain breathing-time be-
fore a more decisive struggle. It must be borne in mind that the
ambition of Louisin these wars was two-fold. It had its immediate

and its ulterior objects. Its immediate object was to conquer and
annex to France the neighboring provinees and towns that were
most convenient for the increase of her strength, but the ulterior
object of Louis, from the time of his marrisge to the Spanish In-
fanta in 1659, was to acquire for the honse of Bourbon the whole
empire of Spain. A formal renuneiation of all right to the Spanish
succession had been made at the time of the marriage; but such
renunciations were never of any practical effect, and IANY CASu-
ists and jurists of the age even held them to be intrinsically void.
As the time passed on, and the prospest of Charles II. of Spain
dying withoat lineal heirs became more and more certain, so did
the claims of the house of Bourbon to the Spanish crown after his
death become matters of nrgent interest to French ambition on the
one hand, and to the other powers of Europe on the other. At
length the nnhappy King of Spain died. By his will he appointed
Philip, duke of Anjon, one of Louis XIV.’s grandsons, to succeed
him on the throne of Spain, and strictly forbade any partition of
his dominions. TLonis well knew that a general European war
would follow if he aceepted for hishouse the crown thus bequeath-

ed. But he had been preparing for this crisis throughont his

reign. He sent his grandson into Spain as King Philip V. of that
country, addressing to him, on his departure, the memorable words,

““There are no longer any Pyrenees.”

* Ibid., p. soo.
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time and military power of {hat great country, which nature had
80 Iargely gifted, and which man’s misgovernment has so de-
based.

The death of King William, on the Sth of March, 1702, at firgt
seemed likely to paralyze the league against France:; « for, not-
withstanding the ill success with which he made war generally,
he was looked upon as the sole center of union that could keep
together the great confederacy then forming ; and how much the
French feared from his life had appeared a few years before, in the
extravagant and indecent joy they expressed on a false report of
his death. A short time showed how vain the fears of some, and
the hope of others were.”* Queen Anne, within three days after
heraccession, went down to the House of Lords, and there declared
her resolution to support the measures planned by her predeces-
80Y, who had been ““the great support, not onlyof these kingdoms,
but of all Europe,” Anne was married to Prince George of Den-
mark, and by her accession to the English throne the confederacy
against Louis obtained the aid of the troops of Denmark ; but
Anne’s strong attachment to one of her female friends led to far
more important advantages to the anti-Gallican confederacy than
the acquisition of many armies, for it gave them Marrserotgs ag
their captain general.
There are few successful commanders on whom France hasshone
so_unwillingly as npon John Churchill, duke of Marlborough,
prince of the Holy Roman Empire, victor of Blenheim, Ramillies,
Oudenarde, and Malplaquet, captor of Liege, Bonn, Limburg, Lan-
dau. Ghent, Bruges, Antwerp, Oudenarde, Ostend, Menin, Den-
dermonde, Ath, Lille, Tournay, Mons, Dounay, Aire, Bethune, and
Bouchain ; who never fought a_battle that he did not win, and
never besieged a place that he did not take. Marlboronugh’s own
character isthe cause of this. Military glory may,and too often does,
dazzle both contemporaries and posterity, until the crimes as well
asthe vices of heroes are forgotten. But even a few stains of per-
sonal meanness will dim & soldier's reputation irrepambly ; and
Mariborough’s faults were of a peculiarly base and mean order.
Our feelings toward historieal personages are in this respect like
our feelings toward private acquaintances.. There are actions of
that shabby nature, that however much they may be outweighed
bya man’s good deedsona general estimate of his character, we
hever can feel any cordial liking for the person who has once been
guilty of them. Thus, with respect to the Duke of Marlborough,
it goes against our feelings to admire the man who owed his first
advancement in life to the court favor which he and his family
acquired through his sister becoming one of the mistresses of the
Duke of York. Itis repulsive to know that Marlborough laid the
foundation of his wealth by being the paid lover of one of the fair

* Bolingbroke, Vol L., 445,
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and frail favorites of Charles 11.*
tade to his patron and benefactor, James IL., stand out in dark
relief, even in thatage of thankless perfidy. Hewas almost equally
disloyal to his new master, King William; and a more un-Eng-
lish act cannob be recorded than Godolphin’s and Marlborongh's
betrayal fothe French courtin 1694 of the expedition then designed
acainst Brest, a piece of treachery which caused some hundredsof
English soldiers and sailors to

Peach in Cameret Bay.

It is, however, only in his military career that we have now to
eonsider him; and there are very few generals, of either ancient or
modern times, whose campaigns will bear a comparison with those
of Marlborough, either for the masterly skill with which they were
pianned, or for the bold yet prudent energy with which each plan
was carried into execution. ‘Marlborongh had served while young
ander Turenne, and had obtained the marked praise of this great
taetician. It wonld be difficult, indeed, to name & single qualify
which a general ought 0 have, and with which Marlborough was
pot eminently gifted. What principally attracted the nofice of
contemporaries Wwas the imperturbable evenness of his spirit.

Voltaire® says of him.
«He had, to a degree above all other generals of his time, that
dst of tumalt, that serenity of goul in dan-

calm courage in the mi

ger, which the English calla cool head [que ies Anglais appellent
cold head, tete froidel, and it was, perhaps, this qualify, the greatest
gift of nature for command, which formerly gave the English so
many advantages OVEE the French in the plains of Cressy, Poic-

tiers, and Agincourt.”
King William's knowledge of Marlborough’s high abilities,thongh
he knew his faithlessness equally well, is said to have caused that
sovereign in his last iliness to recommend Marlborough to his
successor as the fittest person to command her armies; but Marl-
borough’s favor with the new queen, by means of his wife, was 80
high, that he was cortain of obtaining the highest employment
and the war against T.ouis opened to him a8 glorious theater for the
display of those military talents, which he had previously only had
an opportunity of exercising in a subordinate character, and on far
less conspicuous SCenes.

He was not only made captain gener
home and abroad, but such was the aunthority of England in the
council of the Grand Alliance, and Marlborough was 80 gkilled in
winning golden opinions from all whom he met with, that on his

reaching the Hagne, he was received with fransports of joy by the
e o ST o e e

ad the example of Sylla in this. Compare ghc

Sylla when young and Nicopolls, 01 V]S HEV >
and the anecdote about Marlborough and the
\ Macaulay's

by Lord Chesterfleld, and_clted ir
%« gibcle de Louls Quatorse.*
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frontier it was proposed thus to deprive of the larger part of the
force which had hitherto been its protection: Fortunately, among
the many slothful, the many foolish, the many timid, and the not
few treacherouns rulers, statesmen, and generals of different nations
with whom he had to deal, there were two men, eminent both in
ability and integrity, who entered fally into Msrlbnruugh‘spmjects\
and who, from the stations which they occupied, were enabled
materially to forward them. One of these was the Duteh statesman
Heinsius, who had been the cordial supporter of King William,
and who now, with equal zeal and good faith, supported Marl-
borough in the councils of the allies; the other was the celebrated
general, Prince Eugene, whom the Austrian cabinet had recalled
from the Italian frontier to take the command of one of the e€mperor’s
armies in Germany. To these two great men, and a few more, Marl-
reely and unreservedly; but to

borough communicated his plan fi

the general councils of his allies he only disclosed part of his dar-
ing scheme. Ha proposed tothe Dutch that heshounld march from
Flanders to the Upper Rhine and Moselle with the British troops
and part of the foreizn auxiliaries, and commence Vigorons opera-

tions against the French armies in that quarter, while General
Auverquerque, with the Duteh and the remainder of the auxiliaries,
maintamed a defensive war in the Netherlands. Having with diffi-
¢ulty obtained the consent of the Dutch to this portion of his pro-
ject, he exercised the same diplomatio zeal, with the BaIe success,
1n urging the King of Prussia and other princes of the empire, to
merease the number of the troops which they supplied, and topost
them in places convenient for his own inténded movements.
Marlborough commenced his celebrated march on the 19th of
May. Thearmy which he was to lead had been assembled by his
brother, General Churehill, at Bedburg, not far from Maestricht,
on the Mense: it included sixteen thousand English troops, and
consisted of fifty—one battalions of foot, and ninety-two squadrons
of horse.  Marlborough was fo collect and join with him on his
march the troops of Prassia, Lnnehnrg, and Hesse, quartiered on
the Rhine, and eleven Dutch battalions that were stationed at Roth-
weil.* He had only marched a single day, when the series of inter-
raptions, complaints, and requisitions from the other leaders of the
allies began, to which he seemed subjected thronghounthisente rprise,
and which would have cansed its failurein the hands of any one not
gifted with the firmness and the exquisite femper of Marl-
borough. One specimen of these annoyances and of Marlborongh’s
mode of dealing with them may suffice. On his encamping at
Kupen on the 20th, he recieved an express from Auverquerque
}iresaing him to bhalt, because Villeroy, who commanded the
‘rench army in Flanders, had quitted the lines which he had been
occupying, and erossed the Meuse at Namur with thirty-six battal

* Coxe’s “ Life of Maxiborough.»
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to press upon the Austrians o
Hungary; and they kept bac
with France. Thus, when N
left the Rhine and marched
armies were uncombined, and unable to check him.

““With such skill and science had this enterprise been coneerted,
shat at the very moment when it assnmed a specific direction,
the enemy was no longer enabled to render it abortive. As the
march was now to be bent toward the Danube, notice was given for
the Prussians, Palatines, and Hessians, who wera stationed on the
Rhine, to order their march so as to Join the main body in its prog-
ress. At the same time, directions were sent to accelerate the
advance of the Danish auxiliaries, who were marching from the
Netherlands.”*

Crossing the River Neckar, Marlborough marches
ern direction to Mundelshene, where h
interview with Prince Eugene, who was destined to be his colleagne
On 80 many glorions fields. Thence, through a difficult and dan-
gerous country, Marlborongh continned his march against the Ba-
~yarians, whom he encountered on the 2d of July on the heights of
the Schullenberg, near Donauwert. Marlborough stormed their
intrenched camp, crossed the Danube, took several =trong places
in Bavaria, and made himself completely master of the elector's
dominions, except the fortified cities of Munich and Angsburg.
But the elector’s army, though defeated at Donauwert, was stiil
numerous and strong: and at last Marshal Tallard, when thorough-
Iy apprised of the real nature of Marlborongh’s movements, crossed
the Rhine; and being suffered, through the supineness of the Ger.
man General at Stollhoffen, to march without loss throngh the
Black Forest, he united his powerful army at Biberbach, near Augs-
burg, with that of the elector and th e French troops under Marshal
Marsin, who had previously been co-operating with the Bavarians.
On the other hand, Marlborough recrossed the Danube, and on
the 1ith of August united his army with the Imperialist forces
under Prince Engene. The combined armies occnpied a position
near Hochstads, a little higher up the left bank of the Danube
than Donaawert, the scene of Marlborough’s recent victory, and
almost exactly on the ground where Marshal Villars and the
elector had defeated an Austrian army in the preceding year.
The French marshals and the elector. were now in position a
Litde farther to the east, between Blenheim and Lutzingen, and
with the little stream of the Nebel the troops

between them and
of Marlborough and Eugene. The Gallo-Bavarian Army con-
n, and they had sixty-one pieces
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Although the French army of Ttaly had been unable to penes
trate into Austria, and although the masterly strategy of Marl-
borongh had hitherto warded off the destruction with which the
canse of the allies seemed menaced at the beginning of the cam-
paign, the peril was still most serious. It was absolutely neces-
sary for Marlborongh to attack the enemy before Villeroy should
be roused into action. There was nothing to stop that general
and his army from marching into Franconia, whence the allies
drew their prinecipal supplies; and besides thus distressing them,
he might, by marching on and joining his army to those of Tal-
Jard and the elector, form a 1Mmass which wonld overwhelm ihe
force under Marlborough and Eugene. On the other hand, the
chances of » battle seemed perilous, and the fatal consequences
of a defeat were certain. The disadvantago of the allies in point
of number was not very great, but stillitwasnot to be disregarded;
and the adyantage which the enemy seemed to have in the com-
position of their troops was striking. Tallard and Marsin had
forty-five thousand Frenchmen under them, all veterans and all
frained to act together; the elector’s own troops alko were good
soldiers. Marlborough, like Wellington at Waterloo, headed an
army, of which the larger proportion consisted not of English, but
of men of many different nations and many different languages.
He was also obliged to be the assailantin the action, and thus to
expose his troops to comparatively heavy loss at the commence-
ment of the battle, while the enemy wonld fight under the protec-
tion of the villages and lines which they were actively engaged in
strengthening. The consequences of a defeat of the confederated
army must have broken up the Grand Alliance, and realized the
proudest hopes of the Fr
military history of the

ench king  Mr. Alison, in his admirable
Duke of Marlborough, has truly stated
the effacts which wonld have taken place if France had been suc-
cossful in the war; and when the position of the confederates at
the time when Blenheim was fought is remembered—when we
recollect the exhaustion of Austria, the menacing insurrection of

Hungary, the feuds and jealousies of the German princes, the
strength and activity of the Jacobite party in England, and the
imbecility of nearly all the Dutch statesmen of the time, and the
weakness of Holland if deprived of her allies, we may adopt his
words in speculating on what would have ensued if France had
been victorious in the battle, and “if a power, animated by the
ambition, guided by the fanaticism, and directed by the ability of
that of Lonis XIV., had gained the ascendency in Europe. Beyond
ail guestion, a nniversal despotic dominion would have been
established over the bodies, a cruel gpiritual thraldom over the
minds of men, France and Spain united under Bourbon princes
and in a close family alliance—the empire Charlemagne with that
of Charles V.- the power which revoked the Edict ot Nantes and
perpetrated the massacre of St, Bartholomew, with that which ban-
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the Nebel, and prepared to effect the passage of the stream.
The assault on Blenheim, though bravely made, was repulsed
with severe loss; and Marlborough, finding how strongly that vil-
lage Was garrisoned, desisted from an ¥ further attempts to carry it,
and fbent all his energies to breaking the enemy’s line between
Blenheim and Oberglau. Some temporary bridges had been pre-
pared, and planks and fascines had been collected: and by the
aid of these, and a little stone bridge which crossed the Neb: 1,
near a hamlet ealled Unterglau, that lay in the center of the vale
ley, Marlborough suceceeded in getting several squadrons across
the Nebel, though it was divided into several branches, and the
ground between them was soft, and, in places, little better than a
mere marsh. But the French artillery was notidle, The cannon
balls plunged incessantly among the advancing squadrons of the
allies, snd bodies of French cavalry rode frequently down from the
western ridge, to charge them before they had time to form on the
firm ground. It was only by supporting his men by fresh troops,
and by bringing up infantry, who checked the sdvance of the
enemy's horse by their steady fire, that Mariborough was able to
save his army in this quarter from a repulise, which, succeeding
the failure of the attack npon Blenheim, wonld Probably have been
aatal to the allies. By degrees, his cavalry struggled over the
blood-stained streams; the infantry were also now brought ACTOSE,
80 a5 to keep in check the French troops who held Blenheim, and
who, when no longer assailed in front, had begun to attack the
allies on their left with considerable effect.
Mariborough had thus at last succeeded in drawing up the
whole left wing of his army beyond the Nebel, and was about to
press forward with if, when he ws

15 called away to another part of
the field by a disaster that had befallen his center. The Prince of

Holstein Beck had, with eleven Hanoverian battalions, passed the
Nebel opposite to Oberglan, when hewas charged and utterly routed
by the Irish brigade which held that village. The Irish drove the
Hanoverians back with heavy slanghter, broke completely through
the line of the allies, and nearly achieved a success 8s brilliant ag
that which the same brigade afterward gained at Fontenoy. But
at Blenheim their ardor in pursuit led them too far. Mariborough
came up in person, and dashed in upon the exposed flank of the
brigade with some squadrons of British cavalry, The Irish reeled
back, and as they strove to regain the height of Oberglau, their
column was raked through and through by the fire of three bat-
talions of the allies, which Marlborough had summoned up from
the reserve. Marlborongh having re-established the order and
communications of the allies in this quarter, now, as he returned
to his own left wing, sent to learn how his colleagne fared against
Marsin and the elector, and to inform Eugene of his own suceess.
Eugene had hitherto not been equally fortunate. Hehad made
three attacks on the enemy opposed to him, and had been thrice
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driven back. Tt wasonly by his own desperate personal exertionk
and the remarkable steadiness of the regiments of Prussian in-
fantry which were nnder him, that he was to save his wing from
being totally defeated. Butit was on the southern part of the
battie-field, on the gronnd which Marlborongh had won bheyond
the Nebel with such difficulty, that the crisis of the battle was to
he decided.

Tike Hannibal, Marlborough relied prinecipally on his cavalry
for achieving his decisive successes, and it was by hiscavalry thit
Blenheim, the greatest of his victories, was won, The battle hiad
lasted till five 1n the afternoon. Marlborough had now vight
thousand horsemen drawn up in two lines, and in the most per-
fect order for a general attack on the enemy’s line along the sjpace
between Blenheim and Oberglau. The infaniry was drawn up in
battalions in their rear, so as to snpport them if repulsed, and {o
keep in check the large masses of the French that still occupied
the village of Blenheim. Tallard now interlaced his squadrons of
cavalry with battalions of infantry ; and Marlborough, by & cor-
responding movement, brought séveral regiments of infantry. and
some pieces of artillery, to his front line at intervals between the
bodies of horse. A little after five, Marlborough commenced the
decisive movement, and the allied cavalry, strengthened and sup-

rted by foot and guns, advanced slowly from the lower ground
near the Nebel up the slope to where the French cavalry, ten
thousand strong, awaited them. ©n riding over the summit of
the acclivity, the allies were received with so hot a fire from the
French artillery and small armus, that at first the cuvalry recoiled,
but without abandoning the high ground. The guns and the in-
fantry which they had brc nght with them maintained the contest
with spirit and effect. The French fire seemed to slacken, Marl:
borough instantly ordered a charge along the line. The allied
cavalry galloped forward at the enemy 'ssquadrons, and the hearts
of the French horsemen failed them. = Discharging their carbines
at an idle distance, they wheeled round and spurred from the
field, leaving the nine infantry battalions of their comrades to be
ridden down by the torrent of the allied cavalry. The battle was
now won. Tallard and Marsin, severed from each other, thought
only of retreat. Tallard drew u the squadrons of horse that he
had left, in a line extended towar Blenheim, and sent orders to
the infantry in that village to leave it and join him withont delay.
But, long ere his orders could be obeyed, the conquering squad-
rons of Marlborongh had wheeled to the leit and thundered down
on the feeble array of the French marshal. Part of the force which

Tallard had drawn up for this last effort was driven into the Dan-
ube ; part fled with their general to the village of Sonderheim,
where they were soon surrounded by the victorious allies, and
eompelled to surrender. Meanwhile, Engene had renewed his at-
tack upon the Gallo-Bavarian left and Marsin, finding his cok
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«eague utterly ronted, and his own right flan \i

pared to retreat. He and the elector ﬁufceeded ikn u&c&;:ﬂe‘f;npre;
considerable part of their troops in folerable order to Dillin egn 3
but the large body of French who garrisoned Blenheim werﬁglefe
exposed to certain destruction. Marlborough speedily occupied
all the mnlc:fs from the village with his victorious froops, and
then, cnlh{ehng his artillery round it, he commenced a cannonade
that speedily would have destroyed Blenheim ifself and all \;'ho
were 1n it. After several gallant but unsuccessful attempts to cut
their way through the allies, the French in Blenheim were at
length compelled to surrender at diseretion ; and twenty-four bat-
talions and twelve squadrons, with all their officers, laid down
thmg ;LriLJus, and hf‘:c.‘mlu the captives of Marlborough. ;

“Such,” says Voltaire, ‘“was the celebrated bs i
Fren‘o.h call the battle of Hochstet, the Germans biiil?at‘;egluclh aling
the English Blenheim. The conquerors had about five thousand
killed and eight thousand wounded, the greater part being on the
side of Prince Engene. The French army was almost :éutirely
destroyed : of sixty thousand men, so long victorious, there never
reassembled more than twenty thousand effective. About twelve
thousand killed, fourteen thousand prisoners, all the cannon, a
pml_hglmls number of colors and standards, all the tents lI-I“.!d
(iqu]pagcs, the general of the army, and one thousand fwo hun-
f[:l:-,i?dua;'!.'?'m of mark in the power of the conqueror, signalized

Ulm, Landan, Treves, and Traerbach surrendered to the allies
before the close of the year. Bavaria submitted to the emperor,
and the Hungarians laid down theic arms, Germany was com.-
pletely delivered from France, and the military ascendency of
the arms of the allies was completely established. Throughout
the rest of the war Lonis fought only in defense. Blenheim had
d lsﬂltpul-ed forever his ence proud visions of almost universal con-
quest.

S¥xoruis or EvENTS 2RTWEEN THE BaTTiR OF BLENHEDM, A.D.
1704, axp THE Barrie or Porzowa, A.D. 1709.

S A.D. 1705. The Archduke Charles lands in Spain with a small
Engl army under Lord Peterberough, who takes Barcelona,
706. Marlborough’s vietory at Ramiliies,
\ji i07. The English army in Spain is dofeated sk the hatfle of
AlINANZA,

1708, Marlborough's vistory at Oudensrde




