DECISIVE BATTLES.

CHAPTER XII.

THE BATTLE OF PULTOWA, A.B 1709,

Dread Pultowa’s day
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equal to Turkey in Enrope, Greece, Italy, and Spain. TIn sixty-
four years she has advanced her frontier eight hundred and fifty
miles toward Vienna, Berlin, Dresden, Munich, and Paris ; she
has approached four hundred and fifty miles nearer to Constanti-
nople ; she has possessed herself of the capital of Poland, and has
sdvanced to within a few miles of the capital of Sweden, from
which, when Peter the First mounted the throne, her frontier was
distant three hundred miles. Sinee that time she has stretched
herself forward about one thonsand miles toward India, and the
same distance toward the capital of Persia ”*

Such, at that period, had been the recent aggrandizement of

Russia ; and the events of the last few years, by weakening and
disuniting all her European neighbors, have immeasurably ang-
mented the relative superiority of the Musecovite empire over all
the other Continental powers.
_ With a population exceeding sixty millions, all implicitly obey-
mg the impulse of a single ruling mind : with a ternitorial area of
six millions and a half of square miles ; with a standing army
eight hundred thousand strong ; with powerful fleets on the Baltic
and Black Seas ; with a skilful host of diplomatic agents planted
in every court and among every {ribe ; with the confidence which
unexpected sueccess creates, and the sagacity which long experi-
ence fosters, Russia now grasps, with an armed right hand, the
tangled thread of European politics, and issues her mandates as
the arbifress of the movements of the age. Yet a century and a
half have hardly elapsed since she was first recognized as & mem-
ber of the drama of modern Europesn history— previous to the
battle of Pultows, Russia played no part. Charles V. and his
his great rival, our Elizabeth and her adversary Philip of Spain,
the Guises, Sully, Richelien, Cromwell, De Witt, William of Orange,
and the other leading spirits of the sixteenth and seventeenth
ecenturies, thonght no more about the Muscovite Czar than we now
think about the King of Timbuctoo. Even as late as 1735, Lord
Bolingbroke, in his admirable * Letters of History,” speaks of the
history of the Muscovites as having no relation to the knowledge
which a practical English statesman ought to acquire. It may be
doubted whether a eabinet council offen takes place now in our
Foreign Office without Russia being uppermost in every English
statesman’s thoughts.

Baut, though Russia remained thus long unheeded among her
snows, there was a Northern power, the influence of which was
acknowledged in the principal European quarrels, and whose good
will was sedulously courted by many of the boldest chiefs and
ablest counselors of the leading states. This was Sweden ; Swe

* ““Progress of Russia In the East,” p. 142.
t* Bolingbroke’s Works, vol 1L, p. 374. In the same page he observes
9w Sweden had often turned her arms southward with prodigious effect,
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Russia has done since that time we khow and we feel. And some of
the wisest and best men of our own age and nations, who have
watched with deepest eare the annals and the destinies of human-
ity, have believed that the Sclavonic element in the population of
Europe has as yet oaly partially developed its powers ; that, while
other races of mankind (our own, the Germanic, included) have
exhausted their creative energies and comple their allotted
achievements, the Selavonicrace has yet a great caraer torun ; and
that the narrative of Sclavonic ascendency is the re
¢hat will conelude the history of the world. *
Let it not be supposed that in thus regarding the primary tri-
amph of Russia over Sweden as a victory of the Sclavonic over the
Germanie race, we are dealing with matters of mere ethnological
pedantry, or with themes of mere speculative curiosity. The fact
that Russia is a Sclavonic empire is a fact of immense practical
influence at the present moment. Half the inhabitants of the Ans-
trian empire are Sclavonians. The population of the larger part
of Turkey in Europeis of the same race. Silesia, Posen, and other
parts of the Prussian dominions are principally Sclavonic. And
during late years an enthusiastic zeal for blending all Sclavonians
into one great united Seclavonic empire has been growing up in
these countries, which, however we may deride its principle, is
not the less real and active, and of which Russia, as the head and

the champion of the Sclavonie race, knows well how to take her
advantage.+

maining page

* See Arnold’s “ Lectures on Modern History,”

t “The ldea of Panslavism had a purely literary origin. It was started by
Kollar, a Protestant clergyman of the Sclavonic congregation at Pesth, in
Hungary, who wished to establish a national literature by circulating all
works, written in the various Sciavonie dialects, through every country
where any of them are spoken. He suggested that all the Sclavonic literatl
should become acqualnted with the sister dialects, so that a Bohemian, or

other work, might be read on the shores of the Adriatic as well ason the
banks of the Volga, or any other place where a Sclavonic language was
Spo ; by which means an extensive literature might be created, tending
o advance Enowledge In all Seclavonic countries; and he supported his
arguments by observing that the dialects of anclent Greece dih‘*mt from
each other like those of his own language, and yet that they formed only
one Hellenfe literature. The idea of an Intellectual union of all those
nations naturally led to thatof a political one; and the Seclavonlans, seeing
Ehat their numbers amounted to about one-third part of the whole popula-
ton of Rurope, and occupled more than half its territory, began to be
Bensiple that they might claim for themselves a position to which they had
Dot hitherto aspired.

“The G
Sclavonians can form a nation Independent of Russla, or whether they
ought to rest satisfied in being part of one great race, with the most power-
Tul memberof it as their chief. The Iatter, indeed, is gaining ground
among them; and some Poles are disposed to attribute their su erings to
the abitrary will of the Czar, without extending the blame to the Russians
themselves: These begin to think that, ir they cannot exist as Poles, the
best thing to be done is to rest satisfled with a position in the Sclavonic
émpire, and they hope that, when once they give up the ilea of restord
Lheiirwunm,lttﬁm may grantsome concessions to their separate nuﬁonﬂl{?

P. 36-39.

pinion gained ground; and the question now 1S, whether the
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It is a singnlar fact that Russia owes her very nams o s band of
Swedish invaders who conguered her a thousand years ago. They
were soon absorbed in the Sclavonic population, and every trace
of the Swedish character had disappeared in Russia for many cen-
turies before her invasion by Charles XTI She was long the
ictim and the slave of the Tartars ; and for many considerable
periods of years the Poles held her in subjugation. Indeed, if
we except the expeditions of some of the early Russian chiefs
against Byzantinm, and the reign of Ivan Vasiloviteh, the history
of Russia before the time of Peter the Great i3 one long tale of
guffering and degradation.

But, whatever may have been the amount of national injuries
that she sustained from Swede, from Tartar, or from Pole in the
ages of her weakness, she has certainly retaliated ten-fold during
the century and a half of her strength. Her rapid fransition at
the commencement of that period from being the prey of every con-
queror to being the congueror of all with whom she comes into
contact, to being the oppressor instead of the oppressed, is almost

without a parallel in the history of nations. It was the work of a
single ruler; who, himself without education, promoted science
and literature among barbaric millions; who gave them fleets,
commerce, arts, and arms; who, at Pultowa, tanght them to face
and beat the previously invincible Swedes ; and who made stub-
born valor and implicit subordination from that time forth the
distingnishing characteristics of the Russian soldiery, which had
before his time been a mere disorderly and irresolute rabble.

The career of Phillip of Macedon resembles most nearly that of
the great AMuscovite Czar ; but there is this important difference,
that Philip had, while young, received in Southern Greece the best
education in all matters of peace and war that the ablest philoso-

phers and generals of the age could bestow. Peter was brought
up among barbarians and in barbaric ignorance. He strove to
remedy this, when a grown man, by leaving all the temptations to
idleness and sensuality which his court offered, and by seeking
instruction abroad. e labored with his own hands as a common
artisan in Holland and England, that he might return and teach
his subjects how ships, commerce, and civilization could be ac-
quired. There is a degree of heroism here superior to any thing
that we know of in the Macedonian king. But Phillip’s consoli-
dation of the long-disunited Macedonian empire; his raising a
people, whic h he found the scorn of their civilized Southern neigh-
bors, to be their dread ; his organization of a brave and well-
disciplined army instead of a disorderly militia ; his creation of a
maritime foree, and his systematic skill in aequiring and improv-

been put forward by writers in the Russian interest;
ng other Sclavonic people to induce them to
head, and she has already galned con-
slderable Influence over the Sclavonic populations of Turkey. ' WILKIN-
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:_gg;izﬁu;tis: !;:ld :\.rse.lnlaks ; his patient tenacity of purpose under
ses ; his personal bravery, and even his proneness t 3
amusements and pleasures, all mark him ont }L‘i ?‘L:Ptl?:ntt{?u?osm‘;
the 1zlm perial founder of the Russian power. In jus-tic.e hﬂ-‘;};;'@(;
to the fu}cy:_nt hero, it ought to be added, that we find in the his,-
tory of Philip no examples of that savage cruelty which def :
soIgrmvm'.n;[y the character of Peter the Great: g
n considering the effects of the overthrow whi ; redis?
srms sustained at Pultowa, and in specuh’tingh‘sg ttl?:\ sglﬁd‘:)gl‘l
consequences that would have followed if the mvaders hlad l;‘ce;
xuc_cess{ul, we must not only bear in mind the wretched state in
which Peter found Russia at his accession, compared with he
present grandenr, but we must also keep in view the fact ﬂ]:Lt m{
the time wh?u Pultowa was fought, his reforms were '(I't, ineo .
plete, and his new instifutionsimmatore. He ]:a.-l-bro)ken 11“)ntTln_
old R}ms_la; and the New Russia, which he ultimately cre!ztoil6
was still in embryo. Had he been crushed at Pultowa, his i g
?;:‘;?;?1‘\!9?&‘?01;“(thnave been buried with him, z\nd-(to nq;s tht;
ds oltaire) ‘‘the most extensive empire i rorld 1
have r_f,:lnps::d into the chaos from wlliv;;pli?ii::rlthli’?glg}: v]Fa?tu{d
taken.” Itis this faet that makes the repulse of Charles XTI :hs
eritical pointin the forfunes of Russia. The danger which hﬂ
incurred a century afterward from her invasion by Dlmpolenn it
in reality far less than her peril when Charles attacked h.pr !-Iu'»x?l'H
the French emperor, as & military genius, was infinitely sn p,.;"l
to the Swedish king, and led a host against her, com mr‘edI lv'?ill-
Vi"hl{_:h the armies of Charles seem almost insig!“liﬁcanlt. By tl
Fouche well warned his imperial master; when he vainl enll e
ored to dissuade him from his disastrous expedition ag)x:ins;; e:;\-
em{ure of the Czars, the difference between the Russia of 1811‘?
and the Rgssm of 1709 was greater than the disparity between th“
power of Charles and the might of Napoleon. «if that .izem'e
king,” said Fouche, *had not, like your imperial majesty b‘zllif:‘
P;umpe in arms to back him, neither had his opponent, the Oz
Peter, 400,000 soldiers and 50,000 Cossacks.” The historians .'iﬂr
describe the state of the Muscovite empire when mvol{;tion:- rl'“ 1{l)
imperial Franee encountered it, narrate with truth amld'} '?Jp[
hpw, ¢ at the e])m}h of the French Revolution, this immcnl'us 5
pire, comprehending nearly half of Europe and Asia wil]??na'ztl:
dominions, inhabited by a patient and indomitable race 1!5
ready to exchange the luxury and adventure of the South 'f:,rbt‘f'r
hard:_ahlps and monotony of the North, was daily })U(.'Oininr: =
formidable to the liberties of Europe. * * The Pﬁ%ﬁi:mhin;'am
try had then long been celebrated for its inlmO\';;l)ie ﬁrm?n =
Her immense population, amounting then in Europe alon ehtso
nearly thirty-five millions, afforded an inexhﬂtmtib](g) sup lt‘ f
men. Her soldiers, inured fo heat and cold from their iij%':a.gco
and actuated by a blind devotion fo their Czar, united the Btea.dj;
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nglish to the impetnous energy of the French
fﬂg;\;nﬁ ﬂ;;‘f_'»_ Eﬂ]‘:) we read how the hanghty nggress‘lon:_nf lt‘mﬁ;:
parte “ went to excite a national feeling from the_ 'mPt ‘i!o i
Borysthenes to the wall of China, and to unite ngdl‘n:? nim e
wild and uneciyilized inhabitants of an extended empire, pcmbebt.!:;
by a love to their religion, their government, and !-l_xo}r_ oc‘»uz'lr =
and having a character of stern deyotion, which he 'ik afz, 1‘nc,at; 401 -
of estimating.”f But the Russia of 1709 had z:o such o}n(i.s O‘s‘i’;-
poseto an assailant. Her whole population then was be o\i o
teen millions ; and, whu.t_l_s far more important, ﬂ:iz_-z po]}ir;l'x ‘or
had mneither acguired ]]1111}1‘1].1‘}’ s:f;lrl_ii nn:]slt:mng nationality, ni
i ited in loyal attachment to its ruler. ;
wnﬁeﬁa?ﬁsﬁiﬂsol_\?aholished t‘lle_uhl regular troops _of the _em‘li‘:’rei
the Strelitzes; but the forces wlm.—l} 11§; had r:a.}seli in ;bhe}r b}l :u
on a new and foreign plan, and pri'mﬂ!.ml_l.\' officered witl - n:g;g)n.
ers, had, before the Swedish invasion, given no pronf t ‘.:: : -llef
(¢c)|:|!hi be relied on. In numerous encounters with t}m 5 “(e; e.i’
Peter's soldiery had run like sheep beforeinferior nam fl(;’]‘- ('r\eﬂ-
discontent, also, had been excited among all classise:, 0 ;Jcn i :3;
munity by the arbitrary changes which t'm-lr great ?mleri'l:anaﬂ
troduced, many of which clashed with the most chensnrm n.:: al -
prejudices of his subjects. A career of victory and prosperity = :1
not yet raised Peter above the reach of that disaffection, ngr ] ?
superstitions obedience to the Czar yet become the thii?:t em‘}lc
of the Muscovite mind. The vi_’;'tt_nrlo_!.i!i oceupation o ﬁt-s.cowu)y
Charles XII. wounld have quelled :h_e Russian nation as a etcgua ;\lr.
as had been the case when Baton Jyh:m, unfl other &Uclltjiltilnva };
ers, captured the capital of primitive Muscovy. H*UW-‘:”tﬁ s?ct'9
ntl:iump]l conld effect tn\l\'m:l sul):lmlnlgi; m:-ﬂern Russia, the fa
f 80 emonstrated at once and forever. z :
Df’i‘\llz?oél[;r)x?:u(:zltfe?%f Charles XTI has been a favorite theme wg]tp
historians, moralists, philusophom, n:nr.l poets. But llt is 111’5 r{:;!r;;
tary conduct during the campaign in Russia ﬂ_mt a (lnnlt;,- rllq_l :
comment here. Napoleon, in the Memoirs dictate 52 him &
St. Helena, has given us a systematic criticism on thaf, t{lu{)fag
other celebrated campaigns, his own Russian cn.lu?ﬂ.ig'unlntg mt:—ug-
He labors hard to prove that he himself ohseped a (‘he e
principles of offensive war; and probably his censures onf. {%rk‘i-;u
generalship were rather highly colored, for the sake 01' );_Jm ing
his own military skill stand out in more favorable 1_'(1\3{ i 'nn‘:‘s
after making all allowances, we must admit the force of A‘np&eﬁ .
strictures on Charles’s tactics, and own that ha:;‘gu.ig;_x?cni:_ oug
severe, is correct, when he pronounces that the £ \_vmilb? - L)n;-i;;u(l).;
like his great predeeessor Gustavus, knew nothing n VliuJ- g
war, and was nothing more than a brave and wtrt'pu 80 =
Suc’h‘ however, was not the light in which Charles was regarde

rg #é -
e altgon, T Scot¥'s *“ Life of Napoleon.
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by his contemporaries at the commencement of his Russian expe.
dition. His numerouns victories, his daring and resolute 8pirit,
combined with the ancient renown of the Swedish arms, then
filled all Europe with admiration and anxiety. As Johnson ex-
Eresses it, his name was then one at which the world grew pale.
ven Lonis le Grand earnestly solicited his assistance; and onr
own Marlborough, then in the full career of his victories, was
specially sent by the English court to the ecamp of Charles, to
propitiate the hero of the North in favor of the cause of the allies,
and to prevent the Swedish sword from being flung into the scal:
in the French king's favor. But Charles at that time was solel-
bent on dethroning the sovereign of Russia, as he bad alread:
dethroned the sovereign of Poland, and ]

all Europe fully believe |
that he would entirely crush the Uzar, and dictate conditions of

peace in the Kremlin.* Charles himself looked on success as g
matter of cerfainty, and the romantie extravagance of his views
was continually increasing. * One year, he thought, wonld suffice
for the conquest of Russia, The court of Rome was next to feel
his vengeance, as the pope had dared to oppose the
religious liberty to the Silesian Protestants, No enterprise at
that time appeared impossible to him. He had even dispatched
several officers privately into Asia and Egypt, to take plans of the
towns, and examine into the strength and resources of those
countries.” t

Napoleon thus epitomizes the earler
invasion of Russia :

“That prince set out from his camp at Aldstadt, near Leipsic,
in September, 1707, at the head of 45,000 men, and traversed
Poland; 20,000 men, under Count I_.«-\.wunlmnpt, disembarked af
Riga; and 15,000 were in Finland. He was therefore in a condi-
fion to have brought together 80,000 of the best troops in the
world. He left 10,000 men at Warsaw to guard King Stanislaus,
and in January, 1708, arrived at Grodno, where he wintered. In
June, he crossed the forest of Minsk, and presented himself before
Borisov; forced the Russian army, which occupied the left bank
of the Beresina: defeated 20,000 Russians who were
trenched behind marshes; passed the Borysthe;
vanquished a eorps of 16,000 Muscovites near
22d of September. He was now advanced to the confines of
Lithuania, and was about to enter Russia Proper: the Czar, alarm-
ed at his approach, made him proposals of peace. Up to this time
all his movements were conformable to rule, and his communica-
tions were well secured. He was master of Poland and Riga, and
only ten days' mareh distant from Moscow: and it is probable

concession of

operations of Charles’s

strongly in-

nes at Mohilov, and
Smolensko on the

* Voltaire attests, from personal Inspection of the letters of several pub-
lic ministers to their respective courts, that such was the general expecta-
ten. T Crighton’s “* Scandinavia.”
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that he wonld have reached that capital, had he no_t qp_ltﬁgfl tl;e
high road . thither, and, directed his steps toward tlm1 L];.l_-ﬂme‘u;n
order to form a junction with Mazeppa, who l)lr.(}ll-g llt- iim. o 33{;
6,000 men. By thismovement, his line of operations, )‘eg,mnul;lg
."-;we len, exposed his flank to Russia for a 1_1159..-411100 of i{)fll‘ ’tt}}lg;
dred leagues, and he was unup]e to protect it, or to receive el
-enforcements or assistance.” :
relg:pileon severely censures this neglect of_om-. of t.];fe g}nﬂfqrziis
of war. He points out that Charles had 1_\.ut.0rganu‘e.( S
like Hannibal, on the principle of rehn:_pm-;h.mg f\ll (,Ul.ilml} Ll'm-
tions with home, keeping all his forces ctmz:emmm‘g. {‘lel'?rlu}r-eexg:
a base of operations in the conguering country. ‘i;gt’zla l.afu—d el
the bold system of the Carthaginian general ; hut(.,; Mti,s ae e
nosuch p}inei ple, inasmuch as !ua cansed _La:wculf.my % {:n:‘oﬂe&
generals who commanded a considerable detachment, zl;ll( ? ;“ ol
a most important convoy, to rpllow him at a ]lllhmnw\,g L-(x\fpn‘
days’ march. By this dislocation of his fa_:r:;u.a. 1e (xpc[:«:i eﬁ.fm‘l :
haupt to be overwhelmed separately by Lholiull lt;rui::)l xgl whicsl]n
and deprived the troops under }.‘lh own wmmuu: l(?t tllC: ff]:r which
that general’s men and stores might have afforded at the very crisis
A campalon. S ; E
o b Con bt collected an army of sbout 100,000 effeative men
Swedes, In e beginning o ] S 5 3
ﬂﬂf]. th?\l:iﬂlln tgferjfwfﬁlfmmtor, the Russian troops were ngmlu:i]l}_?
s pline; and Peter and his officers were learning gen-
heir victors, as the Thebans of old li’-ill‘]_J.Btl it from
When Lewenhaupt, in the October of 1708, was

acquiring disci
eralship from t

tho Sljanu?w;;iln Charles in the Ukraine, the Czar suddenly attacked

vl to : ¢ r = @
?.l?;i: ll?vgu t-ilie Borysthenes with an Ov;'r“ilmkni:ng f“i;:;g, 0250;?::?
. 1 ; rely for three S, & Suc-
Jussians. Lewenhaupt fought bravely or thre 3 1
1‘1:1}:: in cotting his way tl:’mugh the enemy w 1t_h uimut‘ 4,0.()1_1}. of
ﬁ?stméu to where Charles awaited him near the River ])e‘an:x ; bub
u )wv-a,r;.l of 8,000.Swedss fell in these battles ; Lewenl}aql‘)@s c‘m';or;
“lu'i l‘unmuuitinu were abandoned ; and tht}i\;'}ltrll;;: (l){i 1:1.-;11.1111;?;003%
: Fisi rhich Charles and his half-starvec :
gonvoy of provisions, on. w ¢ Ve
-ere relying, fellinto the enemy’s hands. arles was compe
:otiilztu‘;ixtlirg L;e Ukraine during the wmtc:l'; but )Ln 1nt]ie r’lf]ntr?ﬁ(i{
.. ¢ 8 invested the fortifie
709 he moved forward toward Moscow, and investec .
: fg‘:ll:)} ill’lult:mm on the River Vorksla; a place .wlmre: ﬂ]i Cm;
}.ful stored up large supplies of proyisions and nu!nfu‘y ht{;’ﬁh, f:g;-
w‘h.ic‘h commanded the passes leading ttz:';'ilrtll M;};Js;.(;\:. =1 0:; éup_
i i 3 e given Charles pans of &
session of this place would haye give los Ehanspon afeT
sine all the wants of his suffering army, a ould elso
})‘.:;r;?‘i?h\_’tl him with a secure lmsn?r of operations f;nlr 113?0 ;;d‘ﬁx;?;
\ rOVi i gleg as there
gHIns 6 Muscovite capital. The siege was herefore
“‘_m»il:‘:tl ltal:r the Swedes ; the garrison resisted obstinately : 5m1} the
E.)‘:L\r feeline the importance of saving ‘tha town, mlvam-(:d‘lu‘]t( une
t.gﬁs rélief.:;t tnehead of an army from fifty to sixty thousand strong.
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Both sovereigns now prepared for the general action, which each
saw t0 be inevitable, and which each felt would be decisive of his
own and of his ecountry’s destiny. The Czar, by some masterly
fuanenvers, crossed the Vorksla, and posted his army on the same
gide of that river with the besiegers, but a little higher up. The
Vorksla falls into the Borysthenes about fifteen leagues below Pul-
towa, and the Czar arranged his forces in two lines, stretching
from one river toward the other, so that if the Swedes attacked him
snd were repulsed, they wounld be driven backward into the acute
angle formed by the two streams at their junction. He fortified
these lines with several redoubts, lined with heavy artillery ; and
his troops both horse and foot, were in the best possible condition,
and amply provided with stores and ammunition. Charles’s forces
were about 24,000 strong. But not more than half of these were
Swedes : so much had battle, famine, fatigue, and the deadly frosta
of Russia thinned the gallant bands which the Swedish king and
Lewenhaupt had led to the Ukraine. The other 12,000 men,
under Charles, were Cossacks and Wallachians, who had joined
Lim in the country. On hearing that the Czar was about to attack
him, he deemed that his dignity required that he himself should
be the assailant ; and, leading his army ont of their intrenched
lines hefore the town, he advanced with them against the Russian
redonbts,

He had been severely wounded in the foot in a skirmish a few
days before, and was borne in a litter along the ranks into the
thick of the fight. Notwithstanding the fearful disparity of num-
bers and disadvantage of position, the Swedes never showed their
ancient valor more nobly than on that dreadful day. Nordo their
Cossack and Wallachian allies seem to have been unworthy of
fighting side by side with Charles’s veterans. Two of the Russian
redoubts were actually entered, and the Swedish infantry began to
raise the ery of victory. But, on the other side, neither general
nor soldiers flinched in their duty. The Russian cannonade ani
musketry were kept up; fresh masses of defenders were pourel
into the fortifications, and at length the exhausted remnants of
the Swedish columus recoiled from the blood-stained redoubts.
Then the Czar led the infantry and cavalry of his first line outside
the works, drew them up steadily and skilfully, and the action
was renewed along the whole fronts of the two armies on the open
ground. Each sovereign exposed his life freely in the world-
winning battle, and on each side the troops fought obstinately and
eagerly under their ruler’s eye. It was not till two hours from the
commencement of the action that, overpowered by numbers, the
hitherto invincible Swedes gave way. All was then hopeless dis-
order and irreparable rout.  Driven downward to where the rivers

join, the fugitive Swedes surrendered to their victorious pursuers,
or perished in the waters of the Borysthenes. Only afew hundreds
swam that river with their king and the Cossack Mazeppa, and
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escapea into the Turkish territory. Nearly 10,000 lay killed s- 1
wounded in the redoubts and on the field of battle.

In the joy of his heart the Czar exclaimed, when the strife was
over, * That the son of the morning had fallen from heaven, and
that the fonndation of St. Petersburg at length stood firm.” Even
on that battle-field, near the Ukraine, the Russian emperor's first
thoughts were of conquests and aggrandizement on the Baltic.
The peace of Nystadt, which transferred the fairest provinces of
Sweden to Russia, ratified the judgment of battle which was pro-
nounced at Pultowa. Attacks on ‘Purkey and Persia by Russia
commeneced almost directly after that victory. And though the
Czar failed in his first attempts against the sultan, the suecessors
of Peter have, one and all, carried on a uniformly aggressive and
successive system of policy against Turkey, and against every other
state, Asiatic as well as European, which has had the misfortune
of having Russia for a neighbor.

Orators and anthors, who have discussed the progress of Russia,
have often alluded to the similitnde between the modern extension
of the Muscovite empire and the extension of the Roman dominions
in ancient times. But attention has scarcely been drawn fo the
closeness of the parallel between conquering Russia and conquer-
ing Rome, not only in the extent of conquests, but in the means
of effecting conquest. The history of Rome during the century
and a half which followed the close of the second Punic war, and
during which her largestacquisitions of territory were made, should
be minutely compared with the history of Russia for the last one
hundred and fifty years. The main points of gimilitude can only
be indicated in these pages; but they deserve the fullest consider-
ation, Above all, the sixth chapter of Montesquien’s great treatise
on Rome, ““De la conduite que les Romains tinrent pour sonmettrs
les peuples,” should be carefully studied by every one who watches
the career and policy of Russia. The classic scholar will remem-
ber the state-craft of the Roman senate, which took carein every
foreign war to appear. in the character of a Protecfor. Thus Rome
profected the Atolians and the Greek cities against Macedon ;
she profected Bithynia and other small Asiatic states against the
Syrian kings; she protected Numidia against Carthage ; and in

pumerons other instances assumed the same specious character.
But “woe to the people whose liberty depends on the continued
forbearance of an over-mighty protector.” Every state which
Rome protected was ultimately subjugated and absorbed by her.
And Russia has been the protector of Poland—the protector of the
Crimea—the protector of Courland—the protector of Georgia,
Immeritia, Mingrelia, the Tcherkessian and Cauecasian tribes, ete.
She has first protected, and then appropriated them all.  She pro-
tects Moldavia and Wallachia. A few years ago she became the

* Malkin's “ History of Greece.”
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protector of Turkey from Mehom i; i

isil‘r?l' she has made herself the proi:j:;f (g‘n,:\]ui::ieae e
Whic}z]e;lzh:;i;t)ﬂémfans of Russia speak of the disinterestedness with
Al I-iun L ll:tw hir protecting troops from Constantinople and
s bcgt:r géu * 'us ere also mark the ominous exactness of the
tained a D']..U..'lbel' Of(’rigg:}pgrnl:ﬁ‘(;lt b}‘::llf‘? ti’{lt: z;u(..jent “’i-!r}d )’f-t e

3 Lithny States, whie 1 re-Imns:
[f.l:"lc'll-:'!d“hf:i ]szlgl_‘ar_% _r_l;zmnst Rome if she had ;illtx;m!zilgtlzize}:j‘}:vllijf:l:f]a
o dlix:;ignt er ‘}:??ltlglls schemes, 1:011]?.“5 favorite policy Was I-I:(»cmjf
g d nfbireiﬁ‘tnem and moderation. After her first war against
Romg’pmu’:‘ 4 a ‘t}ﬁ?:ingt Antiochus, and many others, vict(;riot;x
pooern )iepd y ;.ll (ée\v her troops from the territories “'i“'(_‘{l
oF it I i 1'?18 ected to employ her arms only for the gou;l
oot :}l)l'et(’ :;’f Wwhen the favorable moment came, she n'lwn.vq
i }md 5.6 qu marching her legions back into each covetad
Ll sl ﬁ;;cltng ]t»la Roman p‘mvi.nce, Fear, not moderation
e Ro:‘;ne = lne check on the ambition of such powers as
st and modern Rus.‘a_m: The amount of that foar d‘e-
g amount of‘tl‘mg‘]}- vigilance and energy which oth
s choose to employ against the common enemy of thei o

and national independence, T

S¥Nopsis oF EVENTS BETWEEN THE BarTre or Pourowa, A.p, 1709
AND THE DEFEAT OF BURGoYNE AT SARATOGA, A.D 17";'7. :

A.D. 1713. Treaty of Utrecht. Phili
’ité}ue tl}i‘mno of Spain. But Naples, Mi
2 e luscan coast, the Spanish Netherlands, and
iémﬁf'reﬁcﬂh l\.et,h_eriauds, are given to Ausl.r‘i;a.an P::;AH(']E E[;é:slt‘j‘i l?f
Nna. a_r‘)‘ Hudson’s Bay and Straits, the island of St Christ: ;1 5
: oV fé‘;}xnt.m, and b.‘ew_fot:nd land in America. Spai n-cedesst.(m}}?‘ G
t.ahm ( Ibl‘f’iltﬂl‘ and Minorca, which the English had taken d} o
e \yzlsr. The King of Prussia and the Duke of Savoy hoth T)Z:?g
co?:};irer{gf)ltilad%laons of territory to their dominiunﬁy ey
1715. Death o ueen Anne. The house of i
reign in England. A rebellion in favor ofstlhg Sg;gx"er s
Death of Louis XIV, 2 b
1718. Charles XI1. killed at the sie i
18 : age of Fre -k I
%gfg geu&h of Peter tho Great of Tt e
40. Frederic IL. king of Prussi : 3 i
dOIEmlon§, and mnquersgsilesi;. S L
1:_4:2. War between France and England.
1‘142. Victory of the English at IJiA?I‘.ingen.
1745. Victory of the French at Fontenoy. Rebellion in Scotland

in favor of the homse of St a
Cualioden in the next year, B Y Dlel Ty O beRie e

p is left by it in possession
ilan, the Spanish territories




