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vpened up new channels for her industry ; and what deserves
specially to be remarked is, that she acquired at the same time

vast and important possessions in the East Indies.*

CHAPTER XIIL
VICTOEY OF THE AMERICANS OVER BURGOYKE AT SARATOGA, A.D. 1777.

Westward the course of empire takes its way;
The first four 2 already past,
A fifth shall close the drama with the day,
TIME'S NOBLEST OFFSPRING IS ITS LAST.
BISHOP BERKELEY.

Or the four great powers that now principally rule

destinies of the world, France and England are the only two whose
influence can be dated back beyond the last century and a half,
The third great power, Russia, was a feehle mass of barbarism be-
fore the epoch of Peter the Great ; and the very existence of the
fourth great power, as an independent nation, commenced within
the memory of living men. By the fourth great power of theworld
Imean the mighty commonwealth of the Western Continent, which
now commands the admiration of mankind. That homage is
sometimes reluctantly given, and is sometimes accompanied with
suspicion and ill will. Buntnone can refnse it. All the physical
essentials for national strength are undeniably to be found in the
geographieal position and amplitude of territory which the United
States possess ; and their almost inexhaustible tracts of fertile but
hitherto untouched soil, in their stately forests, in their monn-
tain chains and their rivers, their beds of coal, and stores of
metallic wealth, in their extensive sea-board along the waters of
two oceans, and in their already numerousand rapidly-inereasing
population. And when we examine the character of this popula-
tion, no one can look on thefearless energy, the sturdy determina-
tion, the aptitude for local self-government, the versatile alacrity,
and the unresting spirit of enterprise which characterize the Anglo-
Americans, without feeling that here he beholds the true elements
of progressive might.

Three guarters ofa century have not yet passed sinee the United
States ceased to be mere dependencies of England. And even
if we date their origin from the period when the first permanent
European settlements ouf of which they grew were made on the
western coast of the North Atlantic, the increase of their strength
18 unparalleled either in rapidity or extent.
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The ancient Roman boasted, with reason, of the growth of Bome
from humble beginnings to the greatestmagnitnde which the world
had then ever witnessed. But the citizen of the United States is
still more justly entitled to claim this praise. In two centuries
and a half his country has acquired ampler dominion than tha
Roman gained in ten. And even if we credit the legend of the
band of shepherds and ountlaws with which Romulusisgaid to have
colonized the Seven Hills, we find not there so small a germ of
future greatness as we find in the gronp of a hundred and five ill-
chogen and disunited emigrants who fonnded Jamestown in 1607,
or in the scanty band of Pilgrim Fathers who, a few years later,
moored their bark on the wild and rock-bound coast of the wilder-
ness that was to become New England. The power of the United
States is emphatically the “imperinm quo neque ab exordio ullum
fore minus, neque incrementis foto orbe amplius humans potest
memoria recordart.”

Nothing is more calculated to impress the mind with a sense of
the rapidity with which the resources of the Ameriean republic
advanes, than the difficulty which the historieal enguirer finds in
aseertaining their precise amonnt. If he consults the most recent
works, and those written by the ablest investigators of the subject,
he finds in them admiring comments on the change which thelast
fow years, before those books were written, had made ; but when
he turns to apply the estimates in those books to the present mo-
ment, he finds them wholly inadequate. Before a book on the
subject of the United States has lostits novelty, those states have
outgrown the descriptions which it contains. The celebrated work
of the French statesman, De Toequeville, appeared about fifteen
years ago. -In the passage which I am abont to quote, it will be
seen that he predicts the constant increase of the Anglo-American
power, but he looks on the Rocky Mountains as their extreme
western limit for many years to come. He bad evidently no ex-
pectation of himself seeing that power dominant along the Pacific
as well as along the Atlantic coast. He says:t
«The distance from Lake Superior to the Gulf of Mexico ex-
tends from the 47th to the 30th degree of Iatitude, a distance of
more than 1200 miles, as the bird flies. The frontier of the

United States winds along the whole of this immense line, some-

times falling within its limits, but more frequently extending far

beyond it into the waste. It has been calen ated that the whites
3 an distance of seventecn miles along this

advance every year a mes i ong
vast boundary. Obstacles, such as an unproductive district, &

+ Putropius, 1ib. 1., exordium.
se passages will be found in the chapter on

+ The orlginal French of the )
‘hances de duree de 'Unlon Amerlcaine—Quels dangers

« guelles sontles ¢ !
14 menacent,” in the third volume of the first part.of De Tocqueyille, and In
the conclusion of the first part. They are (with others) collected and trans-
lated by Mr. Alison, In his* Essays, vol. il, p. 874
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We may add that the population of the states when they declar-
ed theirindependence was abont two millions and & half; it is
now twenty-three millions.

I have guoted Maegregor, not only on account of the clear and
full view which he gives of the progress of Ameriea to the date
when he wrote, but because his description may be contrasted
with what the United States have become even since his book ap-
peared. Only three years after the time when Maecgregor thus
wrote, the American president truly stated :

““Within_less than four years the annexation of Texas fo the
Union has been consummated; all conflicting title to the Oregon
Territory, south of the 49th degree of north latitnde, adjusted ;
and New Mexico and Upper California have been acquired by
treaty. The area of these several territories contains 1,193,061
Bquare miles, or 763,559,040 acres; while the area of the remaining
twenty-nine states, and the territory not yet organized into s ates
€ast of the Rocky Mountains, contains 2,059,513 square miles,
or 1,313,126,058 acres. These estimates show that the territories
recently acvquired, and over which our exclusive jurisdiction and
dominion haye been extended, constitnte g country more than
half as large as all that which was held by the United States
before their acquisition. If Oregon be excluded from the esti-

mate, there will gtill remain within the limits of Texas, New
Mexico, and California, 851,598 square miles, or 545,012,720 acres,
being an addition equal to more than one third of all the territory
owned by the United States before their aecquisition, and, includ-
ing Oregon, nearly as great an extent of territory as the whole of
Europe, Russia only excepted. The Mississippi, 30 lately the frontier
of our country, is now only ils cenler. With the addition of thelate
acquisitions, the United States are now estimated to be nearly as
large as the whole of Europe. The extent of the sea-coast of Texag
on the Gulf of Mexico is upward of 400 miles; of the coast of
Upper California, on the Pacifie, of 970 miles; and of Oregon, in-
cluding the Straits of Fuea, of 650 miles; making the whole extent of
Sea-coast on the Pacific 1620 miles, and the whole extent on both the
Pacific and the Gulf of Mexico, 2,020 miles. The length of the
coast on the Atlantic, from the Dorthern limits of the United
States, round the Capes of Florida to the Sabine on the eastern
boundary of Texas, is estimated to be 3,100 miles, so that the ad-
dition of sea-coast, including Oregon, is very nearly two-thirds ag
great as all we possessed before- and, excluding Oregon, is an
addition of 1870 miles, being nearly equal to one half of the extent
of coast which we possessed befors these acquisitions. We have
now three great maritime fronts —on the Atlantio, the Guif of Mex-
ico, and the Pacifie, making, in the whole, an extent of sea-coast
exceeding 5,000 miles. This is the extent of the sea—coastof the
United States, not including bays, sounds, and small irregunlarities
of the main shore and of the ges islands. If these be incinded,
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the length of the shore-
tendent of the Coast Survey in his repo
The importance of the power of the United States being then
firmly planted along the Pacific applies not only to the New
World, but to the Old. Opposite to San Francisco, on the coast
of that ocean, lie the wealthy but decrepib empires of China and
Japan. Numerous groups of islets stud the larger part of the in-
tervening sea, and form convenient stepping-stones for the prog-
ress of commerce or Ambition. The intercourse of traffic betwesn
these ancient Asiatie monarchies and the young Anglo-American
republic must be rapid and extensive. Any attempt of the Chi-
nese or Japanese rulers to check it will only accelerate an armed
collision. 'The American will either buy or force his way. Be-
tween such populations as that of China and Japan on the one
gide, and that of the United States on the other—the former
haughty, formal, and insolent ; ihe latter bold, intrusive, and nn-
serupulous—canses of quarrel must S00Ner OT later arise. There-
gults of such a quarrel cannot be donbted. America will scarcely
imitate the forbearance shown by England at the end of our late
war with the Celestial Empire ; and the conguests of China and
Japan, by the fleets and armies of the United States, are events
whieh many now living are likely to witness. Compared with the
magnitude of guch changesin the dominion of the Old World, the
certain sscendency of the Anglo-Americans Over Central and
Sonthern America seems & matter of secondary importance. Well
may we repeat De Tocqueville’s words, that the growing DOwer of
this commonwealth is *‘un fait entierement nouvean dans le
monde, et dont I'imagination ¢lle-memens sauraitsaisirla portee.”
An Englishman may look, and onght o look, on the growing
grandeur of the Americans with no small degree of generous SyI-
pathy and satisfaction. They, Jike ourselves, are members of the
great Anglo-Saxon nation, *‘whose race and language are Now
syerrunning the world from one end of it to the other,”* And
whatever differences of form of government may exist between us
f the days when, though

Jine of coast, as estimated by the superin-
rt, would be 33,063 miles.”

and them—whatever Teminiscences o
brethren, we strove together, may rankle in the minds of us, the
defeated party, we should cherish the bonds of common national-
ity that still exiss between ns. Weshould remember, as the Athe-

nians remembered of the Spartans at a season of jealonsy and
temptation, that our race is one, being of the same blood, speak-
ing the same language, having an essential resemblance in our in-
stitutions and usages, and worshipping in the temples of the same
God.t All this may and should be borne in mind. And yeb an
Englishman can hardly watch the progress of America without

—
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Preponderance of dominion w
power ; but, thongh many wera willing fo wound
ventured to sirike: and America, if d
been suffered to fall unaided.

urgoyne had gained celebrity
Pploits in Portngal during the

hich was perilous io the balance of
. none had yet
efeated in' 1777, would have

by some bold and dashing ex-
last war; he was pPersonally as brave
an officer as ever headed British troops; he had considerable skill
#8 & tactitian; and his general intellectnal abilities ar
ments were of a high order. He had several very a
perienced officers under him. among whom were M
Puilipsand Brigadier General Frager.
=vod, cxciusi\-‘e‘:ly of the corps of ar(iih:r_v
and file. Nearly half of these were
auxiliary force of from two to three
simmmoned the warriors of geveral tribes of the red Fndians near
the Western lakes to Join his army. Much cloguence was peunred
forth both in America and in England in denouncing the use of
these savage auxiliaries. Yet Burgoyne seems to have done no
more than Montealm, Wo

Ife, and other French, American, ana
English generals had done before him. But, in truth, the lawless

ferocity of the Indians, their unskilfulness in regzular action, and
the utter impossibility of bringing them under any discipline,
made their services of little or no value in times of difficulty ;
while the indignation which their ontrages inspired went far to
rouse the whole population of the invaded districts into active
hostilities against Burgoyne’s force,

urgoyne assembled his troops and confederates near the River
Bonquet, on the west side of Imke Champlain. He then, on the
21st of June, 1777, gave hisred allies n war foast, and harangued
them on the necessity of abstaining from their isual ernel prac-
tices against unarmed 2eople and prisoners. At the same time, he
published a pompous manifesto to the Americans, in which he
threatened the refractory with all the horrors of war, Indian as well
as European. The army proceeded by water to Crown Point, a
fortification which the Americans hel

of the inlet, by which the water from Lake George is conveyed to
Lake Champlain. He Ianded here withont opposition; but the
reduction of Ticonderoga, a fortification abcut twelve miles from
Crown Point, was a more serious matter, and was supposed to be
the most eritical part of the expedition. Ticonderoga commanded
the passage along the Inkes and was consiilered to be the key to
the route which Burgoyne wished to follow. The English had been
repulsed in an attack on it in the war with the French in 1758 with
severe loss. Bat Burgoyne now invested it with great skill: and
the American general, St. Clair, who had onlyan ill equnipped
army of 3,000 men, evacuated it on the 5th of July. It seems evi-
dent that a different coursa would have cansed the destruction or
captlll)rehof his whole army, which, weak as it was, was the chief

.B.—9

1d acquoire-
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ajor General
His regular troops amount-
, to about 7,200 men, rank
Germans. He had alse an
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force then inthe field for the protection of the New England States.
When censured by some of his countrymen for abandoning Tieon-
deroga St Clair truly replied ‘‘that hehad lost a post, but saved a
province. ” Burgoyne's troops pursued the retiring Americans,
gained several advanfages over them, and took a large patt of their

artiller{ and military stores.

The loss cf the British in these engagements was trifling. The
army moved sonthward along Lake George to Skenesborough, and
thence, slowly and with great difficulty, across a broken country,
£ull of crecks and marshes, and clogged by the enemy with felled
frees and other obstacles, to Fort Edward, on the Hudson River,
the American troops continuing to retire before them.

Burgoyne reached the left bank of the Hudson River on the 30th
ofJuly. Hitherto hehad overcome every difficulty which theenemy
and the nature of the country had placed in his way. His army
was in excellent order and in the highest spirits, and the peril of
the expedition seemed over when once on the bankof the river
which was to be the channel of communication between them and
the British army in the Sonth. But theirfeelings, and those of the
English nation in general when their successes were annonnced,
may best be learned from a contemporary writer. Burke in the
« Annual Register” for 1777, describes them thus:

< Snch was therapid torrent of success, which swept every tning
away before the Northern army in its onset. Itis not to be won-
dered at if both officers and private men were hichly elated with
their good fortune, and deemed that and their prowess to ba irre-
sistible: if they regarded their enemy with the greatest contempt
considered their own toils to be nearly at an end; Albany to be al-
ready in their hands; and the reduction of the northern provinces
to be rather s matter of some time than an arduous task full of diffi-
culty and danger.

<At home, the joy and exnltation was extreme; ok only at court,
but with all those who hoped or wished the unqualified subjugation
and uneconditional submission of the colonies: The loss of repu-
tation was greater to the Americans, and capable of more fatal
consequences, than even that of ground, of posts, of artillery,
or of men. All the contemptuous an d most degrading charges
which had been made by their enemies, of their wanting the resolu-
tion and abilities of men, even in their defenseof whatever was
dear to them, were now repeated and believed. Those who still
regarded them as men, and who had not yet lost all affection to
them as brethren; who also retained hopes that a happy reconcilia-
tion upon constitntional prineiples, withoutsacrificing the dignity
of just authority of government on the one side, or dereliction of
rights of freemen on the ofher, was not even now jmpossible, not-
withstanding their favorable dispositions in general, could nothelp

feeling upon this oceasion that the Americans sunk not a little m

their estimation. It was not difficult to diffase an opinion that the
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right angle with the course of the stream. The lines were fortified
in the center and on the left with redoubts and fieldworks. The
numerical force of the Americans was NOW greater than the British,
even in regular troops, and the numbers of the militia and volun-
teers which had joined Giates and Arnold were greater still. The
right of the American position, that is to say, the part of it nearest
to the river, was too strong to be assailed with any prospect of
success, and Burgoyne therefore determined to endeavor to foree
their left. For this purpose he formed a eolumn of 1500 regula:
troops, with two twelve-pounders, two howitzers, and six six-
sounders. He headed this in person, having Generals Philips,
jedesel. and Frazer under him. The enemy's force immediatels
in front of his lines was so strong that he dared not weaken the
troops who guarded them by detaching any more to strenathen his
column of attack. The right of the camp was commanded by
Generals Hamilton and Spaight ; the left part of it was committed
to the charge of Brigadier Goll.
Tt was on the 7th of October that Burgoyne led his column on fo
the attack; and on the preceding day, the 6th, Clinton had suac-
cessfully executed a brilliant enterprise against the two American
forts which barred his progress up the Hudson. He had captured
them both, with severe loss to the American forces opposed to him;
he had destroyed the fleet which the Americans had been forming
on the Hudson, under the protection of their forts; and the up-
ward river was laid open to his squadron. He was now only a
hundred and fifty-six miles distant from Burgoyne, and a detach-
ment of 1700 men actually advanced within forty miles of Albany.
Unfortunately, Burgoyne and Clinton were each ignorant of the
other's movements; but if Burgoyne had won his battle on the Tth,
he must, on advancing, have soon learned the tidings of Clinton's
suceess, and Clinton would have heard of his. A junction would
soon have been made of the two victorious armies, and the great
objects of the campaign might yeb have boen accomplished. Al
depended on the fortune of the column with which Bargoyne, on
the eventful Tth of October, 1777, advanced against the American
position. There were brave men, both Enplish and German, in
its ranks; and, in particular, it comprised one of the best bodies of
Grenadiers in the British service.

Burgoyne pushed forward some bodies of irregular troops to
distract the enemy’s attention, and led his column to within three
guarters of a mile from the left of Gates's camp, and then deploy-
od his men into line. The Grenadiers aunder Meajor Ackland wers
drawn up on the left, a corps of Germans in the center, and the
English Light Infantry and the 24th regiment on the right. Bat
Gates did not waitto be attacked;and directly the British line was
formed and began to advance, the American gnueml. with admir-
ablec skill, caused a strong foree to make a sudden and vehement
rush against its left. The Grenadiers under Ackland sustained the
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won_ nd eaptured baggaze, tents, artillery, and a store of ammu-
nitio.;, which they were greatly in need of. They had, by estab-
lishivg themselves on this point, acquired the means of L‘ﬂ[ll]’ifl:‘l‘y
turning the right flank of the British, and ,f_:m_mng}.];( ir rear. To
prevent this calamity, Burgoyne effected during the night a com-
plete change of position. Waith great skill, he removed his whole
army fo some heights near the Tiver, & lLittle nnrlh\}mrd of the
former eamp, and Ee there drew up his men, expecting to be at-
tacked on the following day. But Gates was resolved uot to risk
the certain trinmph which his success had already secured for him.
He harassed the English with 51{‘.711115].1!,“;, l‘sutattem]ated no r‘eg‘ﬂlnt
attack. Meanwhile he detached bodies of troops on both sides of
the Hudson to prevent the British from recrossing that riverand to
bartheir retreat. When night fell. it became absolutely necessary
for Burgoyne to retire again, and, accordingly, the troops were
marched throngh a stormy and rainy night toward Saratoga, ﬂlyap-
doning theirsick and wounded, and the greater part of their baggage
10 the enemy.

Before the rear guard quitted the camp, thelast sad honors were
paid to the brave General Frazer, who had 1:1'-enr!}10rullly wounded
on the Tth, and expired on the following day. The funeral of this
gallant soldier is thus deseribed by the Itahan historian Botta :

“ Toward midnight the body of General Frazer was buried in
the British camp. His brother officers assembled sadly round
while the funeral service was read over the remains of their h:"swe
comrade, and his body was committed to the hostile earth. The
ceremony, always mournful and solemn of itself, was rendered
even terrible by the sense of recent losses, of present and future
dangers, and of regret for the deceased. Meanwhile the blaze and
roar of the Ameriean artilllery amid the natural dm_-knm;mmd st-}ll—
ness of the night came on the senses with startling awe. The
grave had been dug within range of the enemy’s batteries ; and
while the service was proceeding, & cannon ball struck the ground
¢lose to the coffin, and spattered eurth over the face of the officiat-
ing chaplain.™* ;
lni%‘l]rgcjyneunw ook up hislast position on the heights near Sara-
toga: and hemmed in by the enemy who refused any encounter,
and baffled in all his attempts at finding a path of escape, he there
lingered until famine compelled him fo capitulate. The fart_)t-u&o'
of the British army during this melancholy period has been justly

enlogized by many native historians, but I prefer quoting the tes-
timony of a foreign writer, as free from all possibility of partiality.
B“'l‘tiit&r?:i:e‘z ds the powerof words fo desoribe the pitiable conditien
to which the British army was now reduced. The troops were
worn down by a series of toil, privation, sickness and desperate

= Botta, book Vil t Book viiL
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fighting. They were abandoned by the Indians and Canadians,
and the effective force of the whole army was now diminished by
repeated and heavy losses, which had principally fallen on the best
soldiers and the most distinguished officers, from 10,000 combat-
ants to less than one half that number. Of this remmant little more
than 3,000 were English.

*“In these circumstances, and thus weakened, they were invested
by an army of four times their own number, whose position ex-
tended three parts of a cirele round them ; who refused to fight
them, as knowing their weakness, and who, from the nature of the
ground could not be attacked in any part. In this helpless con-
dition, obliged to be constantly under arms, while the enemy's
cannon played on every part of their camp, and even the American
rifle balls whistled in many parts of the lines, the troops of Bur-
goyne retained their customary firmness, and, while sinking under
a hard necessity, they showed themselves worthy of a better fate,
They could not be reproached with an action or a word which
betrayed a want of temper or of fortitude.”

At length the 13th of October arrived, and as no prospect of
assistance appeared, and the provisions were nearly exhansted,
Burgoyne, by the unanimous advice of a council of war, sent a
messenger to the American camp to treat of a Convention.

General Gates in the first instance demanded that the royal army
should surrender prisoners of war. He also proposed that the
Britishshonld ground their arms. Burgoynereplied, **This articla
is inadmissible in every extremity; sooner than this army will
consent to ground their arms in their encampment, they will rush
on the enemy, determined to take no quarter.” After various
messages, a convention for the surrender of the army was settled,
which provided that ““ the troops under General Burgoyne were to
march out of their camp with the honors of war, and the artillery
of the entrenchments, to the verge of the river, where the armsand
artillery were to be left. Thearmsto be piled by word of command
from their own officers. A free passage was to be granted to the
army under Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Great Britain, upon
condition of not serving again in North America during the pres-
ent contest.”

The Articles of Capitulation were settled on the 15th of October;
and on that very evening a messenger arrived from Clinton with
an account of his success, and with the tidings that part of his
force had penetrated as far as Esopus, within fifty miles of Bur-
goyne's camp. But it was too late. The public faith was pledged;
and the army was indeed too debilitated by fatigue and hunger to
resist an attack, if made ; and Gates certainly would have made it,
if the Convention had been broken off. Acecordingly, on the 17th,
the Convention of Sarafoga was carried into effect By this Con-

vention 5,790 men surrendered themselves as prisoners. 'The sick
and wounded left in the camp when the British retreated fo Sara




