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arts, and the hangings, in a single room, often reached a sum
whiéh would be equal, in these times, to one hundred thousand
% ollars. The floors of the palaces were spread with Tt_u'key car-
: pets. Chairs were used only in kings’ palaces, and ~arriages were
"% but just introduced, and were clumsy and e%wkward. l\iIules were
" chiefly used in travelling, the horses being reserved for war.
"-Uress., especially of females, was gorgeous and extrat"agant; fz.alse
“liair, masks, trailed petticoats, and cork heels ten inches high.
were some of the pecuiiarities. The French then, as now, wete
fond of the pleasures of the table,and the hour foxj d'mner was
eieven o'clock. Morals were extremely low, and gaming was 2
% universal passion, in which Henry IV. himse}f ; extravagantly
" nduiged. The advice of Catharine de Medicis to her son
Charles IX. showed her knowledge of the French char'ac‘:er,‘even
‘as it exists now : “ Twice a week give pub.iic assemblies, for the
specific secret of the French government is, to keep the people
"\ always cheerful ; for they are so restless you must occupy thex-n:
durir:g peace, either with business or amusement, or else they will
‘involve you in trouble.”
lmguch 1:vas France, at the death of Henry IV., 1610, one of the
' largest and most powerful of the European kmgdonfls, though far
- " fiom the greatness it was destined aftenva-rds to attain. .
5 A more powerful monarchy, at thijs period, was Spain. As th?l?
N ':::f}:ingdcm was then in the zenith of its power and_ glory, we wi
ake a brief survey of it during the reign of Philip IL, the suc-
- '::fcéssm' of Charles V., a person to whom we have often referred.
‘With his reign are closely connected the struggles of 'the Hol-
wlanders to secure their civil and religious independence. T h(‘a Low
$Countries were provinces of Spain, and therefore to be considered
~¥in connection with Spanish history.

!

RererpyoEs. — For aknowledge of Franee during the reign o.f Henry IV.,
sce James’s History of Henry IV.; James’s Life of Condé; History of t1'1e
Huguenots. Rankin’s and Crowe’s Eist_ories of If‘ranee are t,he ‘t;e;tl in
English, but far inferior to Sismondi’s, Mﬂlot.’f;, and Lacretelle’ 8, y's /
Memoirs throw considerable light on this period, and Dumas’s Margaret
de Valois may be read with profit.

\\K the seeds of its subsequent decay. Under him, the inquisition
i
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CHAPTER VIII.
/ PHILIP IL AND THE AUSTRIAN PRINCES UF SPAIN.

BPaix cannot be said to have been a powerful state until the
reign of Ferdinand and Isabella ; when the crowns of Castile and
Arragon were united, and when the discoveries of Columbus added
a new world fo their extensive territories, Nor, during the reign

- of Ferdinand and Isabella, was the power of the crown as abso-
lute as during the sway of the Austrian princes. The nobles

\, Were animated by a bold and free spirit, and the clergy dared fo
3{;\\_\ resist the encroachments of royalty, and even the usurpations of
+y Rome. Charles V. succeeded in suppressing the power of the
-.‘;:_nobles, and all insurrections of the people, and laid the foundation

.~ for the power of his gloomy son, Phili p IL. With Philip commenced

% the grandeur of the Spanish monarchy. By him, also, were sown
'\t\ was disgraced by ten thousand enormities, Holland was overrun

[

L by the Duke of Alva, and America conquered by Cortes and
‘x“’ Pizarro. Tt was he who built the gorgeous palaces of Spain, and
Y who, with his Invineible Armada, meditated the conquest of Eng-
¥ and. The wealth of the Indies flowed into the royal treasury, and
/J also enriched all orders and classes. Silver and gold became as
3 plenty at Madrid as in old times at Jerusalem under the reign of
« N Solomon. But Philip was a different prince from Solomon. His
\g«ktalems and attainments were respectable, but he had a jealous and
selfish disposition, and exerted all the energies of his mind, and

all the resources of his kingdom, to crush the Protestant religion

and the liberties of Europe.
L Among the first acts of his reign was the effort to extinguish
\: Protestantism in the Netherlands, an assemblage “of seigniories,
A8 under various fitles, subject to his authority. The opinions of
» Luther and Calvin made great progress in this country, and Philip,
; in order to repress them, created new bishops, and established tha
Inquisition. The people protested, and these protests were con
~ sidered as rebellious.
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At the head of the nobility was William, the Prince of Orange,
on whom Philip bad conferred the government of Holland, Zea-

I‘;f';f_ land, Friesland, and Utrecht, provinces of the Netherlands. He

5,
)

N

. “was a haughty but resolute and courageous character, and had

B adopted the opinions of Calvin, for which he lost the confidence

3 of Philip. In the prospect of destruction, he embraced the reso
~ Jution of delivering his country from the yoke of a mereiless and

~.bigoted master. Having reduced the most important garrisons of

\’ Holland and Zealand, he was proclaimed stadtholder, and openly

" threw off his allegiance to Spain. Hostilities, of course, com-
menced. Alva, the general of Philip, took the old city of Haer-

_ lem, and put fifteen hundred to the sword, among whom were all
the magistrates, and all the Protestant clergy. -

Don John, Archdukeof Austria, and the brother of Philip, suc.
ceeded the Duke of Alva, during whose administration the seven
United Provinces formed themselves into a confederation, and ch?se
the Princeof Orange to be the general of their armies, admiral

o .“of their feets, and chief magistrate, by the fitle of stadtholder.

But William was soon after assassinated by a wretch who had been
bﬂbed by the exasperated Philip, and Maurice, his son, received
\hls title, dignities, and power. His military talents, as the antago-
“nist of the Duke of Parma, lieutenant to Philip, in the Netherlands,
secured him a high place in the estimation of warriors. To pro-
teet this prince and the infant republic of Holland, QL.!EEGH Eliza-
beth sent four thousand men under the Earl of LE].CB.S'[BI', he'r
favorite ; and, with this assistance, the Hollanders maintained their

N ground against the most powerful monarch in Europe, as has been
N already mentioned in the chapter on Elizabeth.

: » the death of Don Henry, in 1581

After the loss of the Netherlands, the next great event of his
reign was the acquisition of Portugal, to which he laid claim on
There were several other

. ¢laimants, but Philip, with an army of twenty thousand, was

i ‘stronger than any of the others.

He gained a decisive victory
over Don Antonio, uncle to the last monarch, and was crowned @
Lishon without opposition. .

The revolt of the Moriscoes occupies a prominent place in the
annals of this reign. They were Christianized Moors, but, at
heart. Mohammedans A decree had been published that their

/*‘3“ Joc
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ehldren should frequent the Christian chureh, that the A rabic should
no longer be used in writing, that both men and women should
wear the Spanish costume, that they no longer should receive Mo-
bammedan names, or marry without permission. The Moriscoes
contended that no particular dress involved religious opinions, that
the women used the veil according to their notions of modesty,
that the use of their own language was no sin, and that baths were
used, not from religious motives, but for the sake of cleanliness,
These expostulations were, however, without effect. Nothing
could move the bigoted king. So revolt followed cruelty and
oppression.  Great excesses were committed by both parties,
and most horrible barbarities were exhibited, The atrocious
nature of civil war is ever the same, and presents nearly the same
undeviating picture of misery and crime. But in this war there
was something fiendish. A clergyman was roasted over a brazier,
and the women, wearied with his protracted death, despatched him
with their needles and knives. The rebels ridiculed the sacrifice
¥ of the mass by slaughtering a pig on the high altar of a church.
These insults were retaliated with that ‘cruelty which Spanish
)\bwotry and malice know so well how to inflict. Thousands of
*defenceless women and children were murdered in violation of the
most solemn treaties. The whole Moorish population was finally
\¥ exterminated, and Granada, with its beautiful mountains and
Y, fertile valleys, was made a desert. No less than six hundred .
‘Jii thousand were driven to Africa—an act of great impolicy, since
% the Moriscoes were the most ingenious and industrious part of the
population ; and their exile contributed to undermine that national
prosperity in which, at that day, every Spaniard gloried. But
destruction ever succeeds pride : infatuation and bllndness are the
attendants of despotism.

The destruction of the Spanish Armada, and the losses which
|\ (¢the Spaniards suffered from Sir Francis Drake and Admiral Haw-
R \.‘ \kins, have already been mentioned. But the pride of Philip was
Wy mortified, rather than that his power was diminished. His am-
% mtlon received a check, and he found it impossible to conquer
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) “England. His finances, too, became deranged ; stili he remained
Q the absolute master of the richest kingdom in the world.

The decline of the Spanish monarchy dates from his death
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r_iwhich took place in his magnificent palace of the Escurial, in 1598
S 0nder his son Philip 111, decline became very marked, and future
\{ruin could be predicted.
.\ The principal cause of the decline of prosperity was the grea
& \:ncrease of the clergy, and the extent of their wealth. In the
"'%pa,nish dominions, which included Spain, Naples, Milan, Parma
Sicily, Sardinia, the Netherlands, Portugal, and the Indies, there
were fifty-four archbishops, six hundred and eighty-four bishops,
seven thousand hospitals, one hundred thousand abbeys and nun-
\neries, six hundred thousand monks, and three hundred and ten
thousand secular priests — a priest to every ten families. - Almost
every village had a monastery. The diocese of Seville had four
teen thousand priests, nearly the present number of all the clergy
of the establishment in England. The cathedral of Seville gave
support and occupation to one hundred priests.

And this numerous clergy usurped the power and dignities of
the state. They also encouraged that frightful inquisition, the
very name of which conjures up the most horrid images of death
and torture. This institution, committed to the care of Dominican
monks, was instituted to put down heresy ; that is, every thing in
voetry, philosophy, or religion, which was distasteful to the despots
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in the single city of Toledo, condemned, in one year, seventeen

thousand people. This institution was tolerated by the king, since |

he knew very well that there ever exists an intimate union be-
tween absolutism in religion and absolutism in government.

;?mal_ca, the Lf)w Countries, and Portugal, were the results of
5 Ifognf;]r:lfl ;chzzmﬁecilty. : So rapidly did Spain degenerate, that,
o ft}; the Austrian dynasty, with all the natural advan

§¢s 1l ihe country, the best harbors and sea-coast in Europe, the
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richest soil, and ‘the finest climate, and with the poss.esslon of the
Indies -also, the people were the poorest, the most 1gnorant,land
the most helpless in Europe. The death of Charles 1L, a miser-
able, afflicted, superstitious, priest-ridden monarch, _Ief't Spain
witholit a king, and the vacant throne became the prize of any
monarch in Europe who could raise and send across the Pyre-
nees the largest army. It fell into the power of: Louis XIV., and
the Bourbon *princes have ever since in vain attempted the
restoration of the broken monarchy to its former glory. ?But, alas,
Spain has, since the spoliation of the Mexicans. and Peruvians, on]§
a melancholy history — a history of crime, b1gf)try, a.narchy, an
poverty. The Spaniards committed awful crimes in th(ﬂf{' 1u§t
for gold and silver. * They had their request,” but God, in his |

: : =
 refributive justice, * sent leanness into their souls,

For the history of ,Spa-in during the Austrian princes, see a history in

Lardner’s Encyclopedia; Watson’s Life of Philip II.; James’s Foreizn i

Statesmen; - Schiller’s Revolt of the Netherlands; Russell’'s Modern
Europe ; Prescott’s Conquest of Mexico and Peru. : -
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CHAPTER IX.

P'HE JESUITS, AND THE PAPAL POWER [N THE SEVEN
TEENTH CENTURY.

Duging the period we have just been considering, the most
marked peculiarity was, the struggle between Protestantism and -
Romanism. It is true that objects of personal ambition also
occupied the minds of princes, and many great events oceurred,
which were not connected with the struggles for religious liberty
and light. But the great feature of the age was the insurrection
of human intelligence. There was a spirit of innovation, which
nothing could suppress, and this was digected, in the main, to mat-
ters of religion. The conflict was not between church and state,
but between two great factions in each. “ No man asked whether
another belonged to the same country as himself, but whether he-

. belonged to the same sect.” Luther, Calvin, Zwingle, Knox;

Cranmer, and Bacon were the great pioneers in this march of'

Y innovation. They wished to explode the ideas of the middie
> ages, in philosophy and in religion. T hey made war upon the

Roman Catholic Church, as the great supporter and defender of
old ideas. They renounced her authority. She summoned: her
friends and vassals, rallied all her forces, and, with® desperate
energy, resolved to put down the spirit of reform. The struggles
of the Protestants in England, Germany, France, and the Nether-
lands, alike manifested the same spirit, were produced by the
same causes, and brought forth the same results. The insurreclion
Was not suppressed.

The hostile movements of Rome, for a while, were carried on
by armies, massacres, assassinations, and inquisitions, The duke
of Alva’s cruelties in the Netherlands, St. Bartholomew’s massa-
cre in France, inquisitorial tortures in Spain, and Smithfield burn-
ings in England, illustrate this assertion. But more subtle and
artful agents were required, especially since violence had failed:

Men of simpie lives, of undoubted piety, of earnest zeal, and sinv
(1} H




