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but the parliamentarians had the ablest leaders. It was the ms
fortune of the king to have no man of commanding talents, as hig
counsellor, after the arrest of Strafford. Hyde, afterwards lord
chancellor, and Earl of Clarendon, was the ablest of the royalist
- party. Falkland and Culpeper were also eminent men ; but neither
of them was the equa. of Pym or Hampden.

The latter was doubtless the ablest man in England at this time
and the only one who could have saved it from the evils which
afterwards afflicted it. On him the hopes and affections of the
nation centred. He was great in council and great in debate.
He was the acknowledged leader of the House of Commons. He
was eloquent, honest, unwearied, sagacious, and prudent. * Never
had a man inspired a nation with greater confidence: the more
moderate had faith in his wisdom ; the more violent in his devoted
patriotism ; the more honest in'his uprightness ; the more intriguing
in his talents.”” He spared neither his fortune nor his person, as
soon as hostilities were inevitable. He subscribed two thousand
pounds to the public cause, took a colonel’s commission, and raised
a regiment of infantry, so well known during the war for its green
uniform, and the celebrated motto of its intrepid leader, — ¢ Ves-

tigia nulla retrorsum.” He possessed the talents of a great .

statesman and a great general, and all the united qualities requisite
for the erisis in which he appeared — * the valor and energy of
Cromwell, the discernment and eloquence of Vane, the humanity
and moderation of Manchester, the stern integrity of Hale, the
ardent public spirit of Sydney. Others could conquer ; he alone
‘could reconcile. A heart as bold as his brought up the cuirassiers
who turned the tide of battle on Marston Moor. As skilful an eye
as his watched the Scottish army descending from the heights over
Danbar. But it was when, to the sullen tyranny of Laud and
Charles, had succeeded the fierce conflict of sects and factio.s,
ambitious of ascendency, and burning for revenge; it was when
the vices and ignorance, which the old tyranny had generated,
threatened the new freedom with destruction, that England missed
*hat sobriety, that self-command, that perfect soundness of judg:
ment, that perfect rectitude of intention, to which the history of
revolutions furnishes nc parallel, or furnishes a parallel in Wash

ington alone.” *
# Macaulay.
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This great man was removed by Providence from the scenc.of
violence and faction at an early period of the contest. e was
.mortally wounded in one of those skirmishes in which the detach-
menis of both armies had thus far engaged, and which made
the campaigns of 1642-8 so undecided, so tedious, and so irri
tating — campaigns in which the generals of both armies reaped
no laurels, 1.ad which created the necessity for a greater genius
than had thus Jar appeared. That genius was Oliver Cromwell.
At the battle of Edge Hill he was only captain of a troop of horse,,
anl at the death of his cousin Hampden, he was only colonel.
He was indeed a member of the Long Parliament, as was Hamp-

_» den, and had secured the attention of the members in spite of his

y slovenly appearance and his incoherent, though earnest speeches.

S [nder his rough and clownish exterior, his talents were not per-
7 ceived, except by#two or three penetrating intellects; but they

* were shortly to appear, and: to be developed, not in the House of
) Commons, but on the field of battle. The rise of Oliver 'com-
. well can scarcely be dated until the death of John Hampden ; nor

% were the eyes of the nation fixed on him, as their deliverer, until

. some time after. The Earl of Essex was still the commander of

\:}v the forces, while the Earl of Bedford, Lord Manchester, Lord

e
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et Oxford, « that seat of pure, unspotted loyalty,” still hoped te

Fairfax, Skippon, Sir William Waller, Leslie, and others held high
=~ posts. Cromwell was still a subordinate ; but genius breaks through

" all obstacles, and overleaps all boundaries. The time had not yet

o

come for the exercise of his great military talents. The period of
Q‘\ negotiation had not fully passed, and the king, at his head-quarters
“amuse the parliament, gain time, and finally overwhelm its forces.
Prince Rupert—brave, ardent, reckless, unprineipled —still ravaged
the country without reaping any permanent advantage. The par-
dament was perplexed and the people were disappointed. On the
whole, the king’s forces were in the ascendant. and were augment
ing; while plots and insurrections were constantly revealing to
‘the parliamentarians the dangers which threatened them. Had
aot an able leader, at this crisis, appeared among the insurgents
or hud an able general been given to Charles, it is probable that
the king would have secured his ends; for popular enthusiasm
15 .
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without the organization which a master spirit alone can form,
soun burns itself out.

The state of the contending parties, from the battle of Edge
Hill, for nearly two years, was very singular and very complicated,

The king remained at Oxford, distracted by opposing counsels, *

‘and perplexed by various difficulties. The head-quarters of his
enemies, at London, were no less the seat of intrigues and party
animosities. The Presbyterians were the most powerful, and were
nearly as distrusiful of the Independents as they were of the king,

NN , and feared a victory over the king nearly as much as they did a

defeat by him, and the dissensions among the various sects and

. ieaders were no secret in the royalist camp, and doubtless encour-

aged Charles in his endless intrigues and dissimulations. But he
was not equal to decisive measures, and without them, in revolution-
ary times, any party must be ruined. Whileshe was meditating
and scheming, he heard the news of an alliance between Scotland
and the parliament, in which the Presbyterian interest was in the

- ascendency. This was the first great blow he received since the

commencement of the war, and the united forces of his enemies

" now resolved upon more vigorous measures.

At the opening of the campaign, the parliament had five armies
— that of the Scots, of twenty-one thousand ; that of Essex, ten
thousand five hundred ; that of Waller, five thousand one hundred ;
that of Manchester, fourteen thousand ; and that of Fairfax, five
thousand five hundred —in all, about fifty-six thousand men, of

) whom the committee of the two kingdoms had the entire disposal.

In May, Essex and Waller invested Oxford, while Fairfax, Manches-
ter, and the Scots met under the walls of York. Thus these two
great royalist cities were attacked at once by all the forces of par-
Jament.  Charles, invested by a stronger force,and being deprived

~- of the assistance of the princes, Rupert and Maurice, his nephews,

\

\ Prince Rupert to advance to the relief of York, which was defended

who were absent on their marauding expeditions, ecaped from Ox.
ford, and proceeded towards Exeter. In the mean time, he ordered

by the marquis of Newcastle. The united royalist army now
amounted to twenty-six thousand men, with a numerous and well
appointed cavalry ; and this great force obliged the armies of the
marliament to raise the siege of York. Had Rupert been con
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tented with this success, and intrenched himself in the strongest
city of the north of England, he and Newcastle might have main-
sained their ground ; but Rupert, against the advice of Newcastle,
resolved on an engagement with the parliamentary generals, who
nad retreated to Marston Moor, on the banks of the Ouse, five miles
i+ from the city.
§ 'The next day after the relief of York was fought the famous
Statile of Marston Moor, (July 2, 1644,) the bloodiest in the war,
. S.which resulted in the entire discomfiture of the royalist forces, and
§:t"ﬂe ruin of the royal interests at the north. York was cap.ture.d
"‘:«%in a few days. Rupert retreated to Lancashire to recruit his
\\‘iga_rmy, and Newcastle, disgusted with Rupert, and with the turn
= ‘%Lﬁ':iil‘S had taken, withdrew beyond seas. ~The Scots soon storr‘ned
‘the town of Newcastle, and the whole north of England fell inta
\‘\Q‘\;ﬂle hands of the victors.
This great battle was decided by the ability of Cromwell,_nc.)w
??\:_lieutenant-general in the army of the parliament. - He had distin-
~-_.3"-.’guished himself in all subordinate stations, in the field of battle,
o raising forces, and in councils of war, for which he had' been
\L promoted to serve as second under the Earl of Man{:hester: But
= his remarkable military genius was not apparent to the parhamfenl
- _.%until the battle of Mirston Moor, and on him the eyes of the nation
_now began to be centred. He was now forty-fiv-e years of age,
in the vigor of his manhood, burning with religious enthusiasm,
{\‘ and eager to deliver his country from the tyranny of Charles I.,
‘\\‘\ and of all kings. He was an Independent and a radical, opposed
" to the Episcopalians, to, the Presbyterians, to the Scols,‘ to u.il mod-
" erate men, to all moderate measures, to all jurisdiction in ma.t
') ters of religion, and to all authority in political affairs, which did
U not direetly emanate from the people, who were called upon to
s mﬁulate thﬁemselves by their individual reason. : He was the idol
"4 of the Independent party, which now began to gain the asc_endency
Yin that stormy crisis. For three years, the Presbyterians had
< beer in the ascendant, but had not realized the hopes or expecta-
: : tions of the enthusiastic advocates of freedom. By turns imper:‘-
= ous and wa.vering, fanatical and moderate, they sought to curmy
Q}.\ and humble the king, not to ruin him; to depress Episcopacy, but
to establish another religion by the sword of the magistrate. Theu
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leaders were timid, insincere, and disunited ; few among thent’

had definite views respecting the future government of the rea/m:
and they gradually lost the confidence of the nation. But the
Independents reposed fearlessly on the greatness and grandeur of
their abstract principles, and pronounced, without a scruple, those
votent words which kindled a popular enthusiasm — equality of
rights, the just distribution of property, and the removal of all

, abuses. Above all, they were enthusiasts in religion, as well as

in liberty, and devoutly attached to the doctrines of Calvin. They
. abominated all pleasures and pursuits which diverted their minds
from the contemplation of God, or the reality of a future state
Cromwell himself lived in the ecstasy of religious excitement.

His language was the language of the Bible, and its solemn truths -

were not dogmas, but convictions to his ardent mind. In the ardor
of his zeal and the frenzy of his hopes, he fondly fancied that the
people of England were 1o rise in simultaneous confederation,
shake off all the old shackles of priests and kings, and be governed

% in all their actions, by the principles of the Bible. A sort of _

= Jewish theocracy was to be restored on earth, and he was to be

« therorgan of the divine will, as. was Joshua of old, when he led

the Israelites against the pagan inhabitants of the promised-land.
- Up to this tinde, no inconsistencies disgraced him. His prayers
and his exhortations were in accordance with his actions, and the
most scrutinizing malignity could attribute nothing to him but sin-
\, cerity and ardor in the cause which he had so warmly espoused.
' As magistrate, as member of parliament, as farmer, or as general,
- he slighted no religious duties, and was devoted to the apparent
© interests of England. Such a man, so fervent, enthusiastic, honest,
patriotic, and able, of course was pointed out as a future leader,
. especially when his great military talents were observed at Marston
Moor. From the memorable 2d of July he became the most
. marked and influential man in England. Hampden had offered
ap his life as a martyr, and Pym, the gieat lawyer and statesman,
had died from exnaustion. Essex had won no victory commensu-
rate with the public expectatious, and Waller lost his army by
desertions and mdecisive measures. Both Essex and Manchester,
with their large estates, their aristocratic connections: and their
Presbyterian sympathies. were afraid of treating the king too well
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The battle of Newbury, which shortly after was gained by the par-
liamentarians, was without decisive results, in consequence of the
indecision of Manchester. The parliament and the nation looked
for another leader, who would pursue his advantages, and adopt
more vigorous measures. At this point, the Presbydet:iaPs .would
have made peace with the king, who still continued his insincere
negotiations ; but it was too late. The Independents had galpcd
the ascendency, and their voice was for war— no more dalljl(lyg,
no more treaties, no more half measures, but uncompromising
war., It was plain that either the king or the Independents must
% be the absolute rulers of England. .
% Then was passed (April 8, 1645) the famous Self-Denying Ordi-
2 nance, by which all members of parliament were excluded from
;\G\ command in the army, an act designed to get l'lld of Essex and
S Manchester, and prepare the way for the elevation of Cromwelk
¥ Sir Thomas Fairfax was appointed to the supreme command, and
"&:\ Cromwell was despatched into the inland counties to raise recruits.
% Bat it was soon obvious that the army could do nothing without
him, although it was remodelled and reénforced ; and even Fairfax
“and his officers petitioned parliament that Cromweﬂ' m1gflht be. ap-
"_‘\»,:_ pointed lieutenant-general again, and commander—m-c}}ie.f of the
. “horse ; which request was granted, and Cromwell rejoined the
\“’% army, of which he was its hope and idol.
. He joined it in time to win the most decisive battle of the wgr.
\\E}_ the battle of Naéeby, June 14, 1645. The forces of both armies
! were nearly balanced, and the royalists were commanded by the
\&z king in person, assisted by his ablest generals. But the rout of the
) king’s forces was complete, his fortunes were prostrated, and he
*\ Was ‘driven, with the remnants of his army, from one psiu't of the
\;}}kingdom to the other, while the victorious parliamentarians were
%ﬁﬂed with exultation and joy. Cromwell, however, was modest
@.!md composed, and ascribed the victory to the God of battles.
“Zwhose servant, he fancied, he preéminently was.

The parliamentary army continued its successes. Moz:nrosn
gained the battle of Alford; Bridgewater surrendered to Fairfax
Glasgow and Edinburgh surrendered to Montrose ; Prince Rupert
was driven from Bristol, and, as the king thought, most disgraces
fully , which misfortune gave new joy to the parliament, and causes

15*
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new thanksgivings from Cromwell, who gained the victory. From
+ Bristol, the army turned southward, and encountered what royalist
. force there was in that quarter, stormed Bridgewater, drove the
. \royalist generals into Cornwall, took Winchester, battered down
3 Basing House, rich in provisions, ammunition, and silver plate, and
» completely prostrated all the hopes of the king in the south of
- England, Charles fled from Oxford, secretly, to join the Scotlish
+ Brmy.

By the 24th of June, 1646, all the garrisons of England and
- Wales, except those in the north, were in the hands of the parlia-
= < ment. In July, the parliament sent their final propositions to the
king at Newcastle, which were extremely humiliating, and which
he rejected. Negotiations were then entered into between the
< parliament and the Scots, which were long protracted, but which
) finally ended in an agreement, by the Scots, to surrender the king
3 to the parliament, for the payment of their dues. They accord-
% ingly marched home with an instalment of twbd hundred thousand
», pounds, and the king was given up, not to the Independents, but
\ to the Commissioners of parliament, in which body the Presbyterian

jinterest predominated.
~ At this juncture, (January, 1647,) Cromwell, rather than the king,
was in danger of losing his head. The Presbyterians, who did not
wish to abolish royalty, but establish uniformity with their mode of
worship, began to be extremely jealous of the Independents, who
were bent-on more complete toleration of opinions, and who aimed
at a total overthrow of many of the old institutions of the country.
So soon as the king was humbled, and in their hands, it was pro-

posed to disband the army which had gloriously finished the war,

and which was chiefly composed of the Independents,and to create
a new one’ on & Presbyterian model. The excuse was, that tie
_contest was ended, while, indeed, the: royalists were rathér dis-
persed and humbled, than subdued. It was voted that, in the
reduced army, no one should have, except Fairfax, a higher rank
Jhan colonel, a measure aimed directly at Cromwell, now both
feared and distrusted by the Presbyterians. But the army refused
io be disbanded without payment of its arrears, and, moreover,
marched upon Londor, in spite of the vote of the parliament that
it shauld not come within twenty-five miles. Several irritating
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resolutions ware passed by the parliament, which only had the
effect of uniting the army more strongly together, in resistance
against parliament, as well as against the king. The Lords and
' Commons then voted that the king should be brought nearer Lon-
4on, and new negotiations opened with him, which were prevented

» from being carried into effect by the seizure of the king at Holmby

\"3 Houae, by Cornet Joyce, with a strong party of horse belonging to
Whalley s regiment, probably at the instigation of Cromwell and

\‘l‘)hemn His majesty was now in the hands of the army, his

\ worst enemy, and, though treated with respect and deference, was

Q\;‘; really guarded closely, and watched by the Independent gcncrals
W The same day, Cromwell left London in - haste, and joined the

l

}f‘- army, knowing full well that he was in imminent danger of arrest.

He was cordially received, and “forthwith the army resolved not to

% disband until all the national grievances were redressed, thus setting

)ltself' up virtually against all the constituted authorities. Fairfax,
. Cromwell, Ireton, and Hammond, with other high officers, then
" waited on the king, and protested that they had nothing to do with

5 the seizure of his person, and even invited him to return to Holmby
Houqe But the king never liked the Plesbyk,rmns, and was

‘/j Y willing to remain with the army instead, especially since he was

permitted to have Episcopal chaplains, and to see whomsoever he
pleased.

The generals of the army were not content with the seizure of
his majesty’s person, but now caused eleven of the most obnoxious
of the Presbyterian leaders of parliament to be accused, upon
which they hid themselves, while the army advanced towards

_London. The parliament, at first, made a show of resistance, but
- soon abandoned its course, and now voted that the army should
be treated with more respect and care. It was evident now to ali
persons where the seat of power rested. .

In the mean time, the king was removed from Newmarket lo
Kingstam, from Hatfield to Woburn Abbey, and thence to Windsor
Castle, which was the scene of new intrigues and negotiations on
his part, and on the part of parliament, and even on the part of
Cromwell. This was the last chance the king had. Had he cor-
dially sided now with either the Presbyterians or the Independents,
his subsequent misfortunes might have been averted. But he
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\E\f hated both parties, and trifled with both, and hoped to conquer . there were several insurrections, _WhiCh required ‘f“ ﬂ}‘le]:i‘”ﬁm
“\ both. He was unable to see the crisis of his affairs, or to adapt . of Cromwell to suppress. The ity of London, which held the

o himself to it. He was incapable of fair dealing with any party k. : qurse-strirlgs, was at heart. Presbyteria.n, and was extrer‘nely dissatis-
i |\ fied with the course affairs were taking. Then, again, there was

large, headstrong, levelling, mutineer party in the army, w?.m:h
Iamored for violent courses, which at that time would have mined

3 every thing. Finally, the Scotch parliament had voted tc raize o
@Eme of forty thousand men, to invade England and rescue the

His duplicity and dissimulation were fully made known to Crom- 1

, well and Ireton by a letter of the king to his wife, which they inter . |
4 cepted; and they made up their minds to more decided courses, :
'\ The king was more closely guarded ; the ‘army marched to the
*_immediate vicinity of London; a committee of safety was named, h
= and parliament was intimidated into the passing of a resolution, by - ‘ \ ing. Cromwell, before he _could -setﬂe t]:e pease e clr;u?‘try,
which the city of London and the Tower were intrusted to Fairfax ! § st overcome all these difficulties. Whobat R f} _e:ve
.and Cromwell. The Presbyterian party was forever depressed, 8 % triumphed over so many ohstzfcles, and such apparent_an;r(, 11} -.d ;

its leading members fled to France, and the army had every thing N N The first thing CTOET_IWEH Hid s 0 b mde}f & bn{b; &:,b {;

> after its own way. Parliament still was ostensibly the supreme ¥ and thgrefore he. Gl i rehe g b
~ power in the land; but it was entirely controlled by the Independ Nshad arisen in various parts of the country. Scarcely‘werc-t i bg :
‘ent leaders and generals. dued, before he hf—:ard of the advanc_e_of' the Scottish army, (;m ec;
The victorious Independents then made their celebrated pro- IR honiion: & occond civil wariow coni RS

»

posals to the king, as the Presbyterians had done before them ;
only the conditions which the former imposed were more liberal,
and would have granted to the king powers almost as great as are

now exercised by the sovereign. But he would not accept them,

and continued to play his game of kingeraft.
Shortly after, the king contrived to escape from Windsor to the

Isle of Wight, with the connivance of Cromwell. At Cg}'isbrook :

Castle, where he quartered himself, he was more closely guardes
than before. Sceing this, he renewed his negotiations with ine

J Seots, and attempted to escape. But escape was impossible. He

was now in the hands of men who aimed at his life. A strong party

. in the army, called the Levellers, openly advocated his execu-

tion, and the establishment of a republic ; and parliament itself
resolved to have no further treaty with him. His only hope was

all parties witnessed the result with fearful anxiety. ;
The army of Hamilton was not as large as he had hoped. Still:
he had fifteen thousand men, and crossed the borders, while Crom--
well was besieging Pembroke, in a distant part of the kingdom.
But Pembroke soon surrendered; and Cromwell advanced, by
rapid marches, against the Scottish army, more than twice a5
large as his own. The hostile forces met in Lancashire. Hamil-.
ton was successively defeated at Preston, Wigan, and Warrington.
Hamilton was taken prisoner at Uttoxeter, August 25, 1648, and
his invading army was completely annihilated.
Cromwell then resolved to invade, in his turn, Scotland itself,
and, by a series of military actions, to give to the army a still
-greater ascendency. He was welcomed at Edinburgh by the Duke

9

B vof Argyle. the head of an opposing faction, and was styled ¢ the

: i ntry was indeed rent with most
now from the Scots, and they prepared to rescue him. ) Preserver of Scotland.” That country

Although the government of the country was now virtually in |\ \uchappy divisions, which Lleutcnant-Gencr_al Cromwell relamedled‘
P B i the best way he could ; and then he rapidly retraced his steps,
the hands of the Independents and of the army, the state of affairs . Sl > be y 3 ;
iti 1 ) “Nto compuse greater difficulties at home. In his absence, the
was extremely critical, and none other than Cromwell could have YN B e : ; et A
extricated the dominant party from the difficulties. In one quarter N - P,FGSbYtE“anS had Yﬁl}leds aﬁ? “gl‘e ﬂg‘illln ?eg:t;iﬂmbde:;unc.ed"
was an imprisoned and intriguing king in league with the Scots, kmi OI; the Islef OI{_: V?ght, . l]:ft_ mmtw.:ac;?rzusp ang perfidions:
. A A - T %y

while the royalist party was waiting for the first reverse to rise up 5 ;‘] t 7 Im{se B orses ) ‘3“91’; g i;1 W

again with new strength in various parts of the land. Indeed Q‘; airfay, his superior in commin » but, inderior >
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subduing the rebel royalists, who made a firm resistance at Col-
chester, and all the various parties were sending their remonstrances
io parliament. ; :

Among these was a remarkable one from the regiments of
[reton, Ingoldshy, Fleetwood, Whalley, dnd Overton, which im-
puted to parliament the neglect of the affairs of the realm, called
upon it to proclaim the sovereignty of the people and the election
of a supreme magistrate, and threatened to take matters into their
own hands. This was in November, 1646 ; but, long before this,
a republican government was contemplated, although the leaders
of the army had not joined in with.dthe hue and cry which the

fanatical Levellers had made.

. In the midst of the storm which the petition from the army had
raised, the news arrived that the king had been seized a second
time, and had been carried a prisoner to Hurst Castle, on the
coast opposite the island, where he was closely confined by com-
mand of the army. Parliament was justly indignant, and the
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‘This was the trial of the king, whose apartments at Whitchall
were now occupied by his victorious general, and whose treasures
were now lavished on his triumphant soldiers. :

. On the 17th of December, 1648, in the middle of the night, the
drawbridge of the Castle of Hurst was lowered, and a troop of
horse entered the yard. Two days after, the king was removed to
Windsor. On the 23d, the Commons voted that he should be
brought to trial. On the 20th of January, Charles Stuart, King
of England. was brought before the Court of High Commis-
sion, in Westminster Hall, and placed at the bar, to be tried by
this self-constituted body for his life.. In the indictment, he was
charged with being a tyrant, traitor, and murderer. To such an
indictment, and before such a body, the dignified but unfortunate
successor of William the Conqueror demurred. He refused to
acknowledge the jurisdiction of the court. But the solemn mock-
ery of the trial proceeded nevertheless, and on the 27th, sentence
of death was pronounced upon the prisoner — that prisoner the
King of England, a few years before the absolute ruler of the

. debate relative to peace was resumed with redoubled earnestness, x
it is probable that, at this crisis, so irritated was pal‘liarﬁem against 3"\‘@3[0. On January 30, the bloody sentence was executed, and
the army, peace would have been made with the king, and the . SR \ﬁé soul of the murdered king ascended to that God who pardons
Independent party suppressed, had not most decisive measures N those who put their trust in him, in spite of all their mistakes,
. been taken by the army. A rupture between the parliament _ errors, and delusions.  The carcer of Charles L is the most melan-
.and the army was inevitable. ~But Cromwell and the army \’E:! choly in English history. That he was tyrannical, that he disre-
\;: garded the laws by which he swore to rule, that he was narrow
> revolution could no longer be checked. Twenty thousand men \ and bigoted, that he was deceitful in his promises, that he was
* had vowed that parliament should be purged. On the morning of \}‘\ bent on everturning the liberties of England, and did not compre-
. December 6, Colonel Pride and Colonel Rich, with troops, sur- \\* hend the wants and circumstances of his times, can scarcely be
. xounded the House of Commons ; and, as the members were going '“"--;-;-\;} questioned. But that he was sincere in his religion, upright in his
. .mto the house, the most obnoxious were seized and sent to prison, T ’\‘.j; private life, of respectable talents, and good intentions, must also
1, among whom were Primrose, who had lost his cars in his contest : \)\ be admitted. His execution, or rather his martyrdom, made a
against the crown, Waller, Harley, Walker, and various other \" deep and melancholy impression in all Christian countries, and
men, who had distinguished themselves as advocates of constitu-
tional liberty. None now remained in the House of Commons but
gome forty Independents, who were the tools of the army, and
who voted to Cromwell their hearty thanks. *The minority had
. now become a majority,”— which is not unusual in revolutionary undisputed ascendency in the government of the realm. Charles’s
) umes,—and prbceeded to the work, in good earnest, which 1 had exactions and tyranny provoked the resistance of parliament, and

long contemplated. g the indignation of the peovle, then intensely excited in disc‘fmsing

¥ ‘\‘e\?iefs had resolved upon their courses. The mighty stream  of

I\‘.
) was the great blunder which the republicans made— a blunder

which Hampden would have avoided. His death, however, re-
noved from England a most dangerous intriguer, and, for a while,
temented the power of Cromwell and his party, who now had
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the abstract principles of civil and religious liberty. The resist
ance of parliament created the necessity of an army, and the
indignation of the people filled it with enthusiasts. The army
flushed with success, forgot its relations and duties, and usurpea
the government it had destroyed, and a military dictatorship.
the almost inevitable result of revolution, though under the name
of a republic, succeeded to the despotism of the Stuart kings.
This republic, therefore, next claims attention.

Rerrreyces. — The standard Histories of England. Guizot’s History-

of the English Revolution. Clarendon’s History of the Rebellion. Fors-
ter’s Life of the Statesmen of the Commonwealth. Neal’s History of the
Puritans. Macaulay’s Essays. Lives of Bacon, Raleigh, Strafford,
Laud, Hampden, and Cromwell. These works furnish all the common
information. Few American students have the opportunity to investi-
gate Thurlow’s State Papers, or Rushworth, ‘Whitelocke, Dugdale, oz
Mrs. Hutchinson,

AP, Xi..] ' {HE PROTECTORATE.

CHAPTER XIl1l1.

PROTECTORATE OF OLIVER CROMWELL.

) / On the day of the king’s execution, January 30, 1649. the
S fouse of Commons — being but the shadow of a House of Com-

mons, yet ostensibly the supreme authority in England — passed
an act prohibiting the proclamation of the Prince of Woales, or any
other person, to be king of England. On the 6th of Februarv,
the House of Peers was decreed useless and dangerous, and was
also dispensed with. On the next day, royalty was formally
abolished. 'The supreme executive power was vested in a council

Sof state of forty members, the president of which was Bradshaw,

the relative and friend of Milton, who employed his immortal genius
in advocating the new government. The army remained under the

Y command of Fairfax and Cromwell ; the navy was controlled by
% aboard of admiralty, headed by Sir Harry Vane. . A greater tolera-
) tion of religion was proclaimed than had ever been known before,

much to the annoyance of the Preshyterians, who were additionally

8 vexed that the state was separated entirely from the church.

The Independents pursued their victory with considerable mode-
ration, and only the Duke of Hamilton, and Lords Holland and Ca-
pel, were executed for treason, while a few others were shut up in
the Tower. Never was so mighty a revolution accomplished with so

+ little bloodshed. But it required all the wisdom and vigor of Fair

fax and Cromwell to repress the ultra radical spirit which had
crept into several detachments of the army, and to baffle the
movements which the Scots were' making in favor of Charles
Stuart, who had already been proclaimed king by the parliament

~ of Scotland, and in Ireland by the Marquis of Ormond.

The insurrection in Ireland first required .the notice of the new
English government. Cromwell accepted the conduct of the war,
and the office of lord lieutenant. Dublin and Derry were the only
‘places which held out for the parliament. All other parts of the
eovatry were in a state of insurrection. On the 15th of Augvst
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