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the abstract principles of civil and religious liberty. The resist
ance of parliament created the necessity of an army, and the
indignation of the people filled it with enthusiasts. The army
flushed with success, forgot its relations and duties, and usurpea
the government it had destroyed, and a military dictatorship.
the almost inevitable result of revolution, though under the name
of a republic, succeeded to the despotism of the Stuart kings.
This republic, therefore, next claims attention.

Rerrreyces. — The standard Histories of England. Guizot’s History-

of the English Revolution. Clarendon’s History of the Rebellion. Fors-
ter’s Life of the Statesmen of the Commonwealth. Neal’s History of the
Puritans. Macaulay’s Essays. Lives of Bacon, Raleigh, Strafford,
Laud, Hampden, and Cromwell. These works furnish all the common
information. Few American students have the opportunity to investi-
gate Thurlow’s State Papers, or Rushworth, ‘Whitelocke, Dugdale, oz
Mrs. Hutchinson,
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CHAPTER XIl1l1.

PROTECTORATE OF OLIVER CROMWELL.

) / On the day of the king’s execution, January 30, 1649. the
S fouse of Commons — being but the shadow of a House of Com-

mons, yet ostensibly the supreme authority in England — passed
an act prohibiting the proclamation of the Prince of Woales, or any
other person, to be king of England. On the 6th of Februarv,
the House of Peers was decreed useless and dangerous, and was
also dispensed with. On the next day, royalty was formally
abolished. 'The supreme executive power was vested in a council

Sof state of forty members, the president of which was Bradshaw,

the relative and friend of Milton, who employed his immortal genius
in advocating the new government. The army remained under the

Y command of Fairfax and Cromwell ; the navy was controlled by
% aboard of admiralty, headed by Sir Harry Vane. . A greater tolera-
) tion of religion was proclaimed than had ever been known before,

much to the annoyance of the Preshyterians, who were additionally

8 vexed that the state was separated entirely from the church.

The Independents pursued their victory with considerable mode-
ration, and only the Duke of Hamilton, and Lords Holland and Ca-
pel, were executed for treason, while a few others were shut up in
the Tower. Never was so mighty a revolution accomplished with so

+ little bloodshed. But it required all the wisdom and vigor of Fair

fax and Cromwell to repress the ultra radical spirit which had
crept into several detachments of the army, and to baffle the
movements which the Scots were' making in favor of Charles
Stuart, who had already been proclaimed king by the parliament

~ of Scotland, and in Ireland by the Marquis of Ormond.

The insurrection in Ireland first required .the notice of the new
English government. Cromwell accepted the conduct of the war,
and the office of lord lieutenant. Dublin and Derry were the only
‘places which held out for the parliament. All other parts of the
eovatry were in a state of insurrection. On the 15th of Augvst
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. justify his cruelties in war, because it is hard to justify the was
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Cromwell and his son-m-law, Ireton, landed near Dublin with an
army of six thousand foot and three thousand horse only; but it
was an army of Ironsides and Titans. In six months, the com-
plete reconquest of the country was effected. The policy of the
conqueror was severe and questionable; but it was successful.
In the hope of bringing the war to a speedy termination, Cromwell
proceeded in such a way as to bring terror to his name, and curses
on his memory. Drogheda and Wexford were not only taken by
storm, but nearly the whole garrison, of more than five thousand
men, were barbarously put to the sword. The Irish quailed before
such a victor, and town after town hastened to make peace.
Cromwell’s excuse for his undeniable cruelties was, the necessity
of the case, of which we may reasonably suppose him to be a
judge. Scotland was in array, and English affairs, scarcely set-
tled, demanded his presence in London. An imperfect conquest,
on the principles of Roussean’s philanthropy, did not suit the taste
or the notons of Cromwell. If he had consumed a few more
months than he actually employed, either in treaty-making with a
deceitful though oppressed people, or in battles on the principles
of the military science then in vogue, the cause of Independency
would have been lost; and that cause, associated with that of
liberty, in the’ eyés of Cromwell, was of more value than the whol
Irish nation, or any other nation. Cromwell was a devotee to a
cause. Principles, with him, were every thing; men were nothing
in comparison. To advance the principles for which he fought.
he scrupled to use no means or instruments. In this he may have
erred.  But this policy was the secret of his success. We cannot

itself. But if we acknowledge its necessity, we should remember
that such a master of war as was Cromwell knew his circum-
gtances better than we do or can know. To his immortal glory it
can be said that he never inflicted cruelty when he deemed it un-
necessary ; that he never fought for the love of fighting; and that
he stopped fighting when the cause for which he fought was won.
And this is more than can be said of most conquerors, even of
those imbued with sentimental horror of bloodshed. Our world is
full of cant. Cromwell’s language sometimes sounds like it, espe-
ciaily wiien hie speaks of the * hand of the Lord ™ in  these mighty
changes,” who “ breaketh the enemies of his church i pieces.”
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When the conquest of Ireland was completed. Cromwell nas
‘enea to London to receive the thanks of parliament and the accla:
mations of the people; and then he hurried to Scotland to do battle
with ‘the Scots, who had made a treaty with the king, and were
resolved to establish Presbyterianism and royalty. Cromwell now
superseded Fairfax, and was created captain-general of the forces
of *he commonwealth. Cromwell passed the borders, reached Fdin-
burgh without molestation, and then advanced on the Scotch army
of twenty-seven thousand men, under Lesley, at Dunbar, where
was fought a most desperate battle, but which Cromwell gained with

" marvellous intrepidity and skill. Three thousand men were killed,
" and ten thousand taken prisoners, and the hopes of the Seots

blasted. 'The lord-general made a halt, and the whole army sang

8 - fne one hundred and seventeenth psalm, and then advanced upon
" the capital, which opened its gates. Glasgow followed the exam-
&/ ple; the whole south of Scotland submitted 5 while the king fled

towards the Highlands, but soon rallied, and even took the bold

™ tesolution of marching into England, while Cromwell was besieg-

ing Perth. Charles reached Worcester before he was overtaken,
established himself’ with sixteen thousand men, but was attacked
by Cromwell, was defeated, and with difficulty fled. He reached
France, however, and quietly rested until he was brought back by
General Monk. ;

With the battle of Worcester, September 3, 1651, which Crom-
well called his  crowning mercy,” ended his military life. From
that day to the time when he became protector, the most noticeable

“$.. point in his history is his conduct towards the parliament. And

this conduet is the most objectionable part of his life and char-
acter; for in this he violated the very principles he originally pro-
fessed, and committed the same usurpations which he condemned
in Charles 1. Here he was not true to himself or his cause.
Here he laid himself open to the censure of all posterity ; and
although he had great excuses, and his course has many palliz« .
tions, sill it would seem a mockery of all moral distinctions not to
condemn in him what we would condemn in anotner, or what
Cromwell hirnself condemned in the murdered king. 1t is true he
did not, at once, turn usurper, got until circumstunces seemed 10
warrant the us'rpation — the utter impossibility of governing Eng
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land, except by exarcising the rights and privileges of an absolute
monarch. On the principles of expediency, he has bzen vindicatea,
and will be vindicated, so long as ‘his cause is advocated by parti-
san historians, or expediency itself is advocated as a rule of life.
After the battle of Worcester, Cromwell lost, in a measure, his
democratic sympathies, and naturally, in view of the great excesses
of the party with which he had been identified. That be desired
me public good we cannot reasonably doubt ; and he adapted him-
self to those circumstances which seemed to advance it, and which
a spirit of wild democratic license assuredly did not. So far as
it contributed to overturn the throne of the Stuarts, and the whole
system of public abuses, civil and ecclesiastical, Cromwell favored
it. But no further. When it seemed subversive of law and order.
the! grand ends of all civil governments, then he opposed it.
And in this he showed that he was much more conservative in
his spirit than has often been supposed; and, in this conserva-
tism he resembled Luther and other great reformers, who were
not unreflecting incendiaries, as is sometimes thought — men whe
destroy, but do not reconstruct. Luther, at heart, was a conserva-
tive, and never sought a change to which he was not led by strong
inward tempests — forced to make it by the voice of his conscience,
which he ever obeyed, and loyalty to which so remarkably char-
acterized the early reformers, and no class of men more than
the Puritans. Cromwell .abhorred the government of Charles,
because it was not a government which respected justice, and
which set at defiance the higher laws of God. It was not because
_ Charles violated the constitution, it was because he violated truth
. and equity, and the nation’s good, that he opposed him. Cromywell

usurped his prerogatives, and violated the English censtitution; but y

ne did not rransgress those great primal principles of truth, for
which constitutions are made. He looked beyond constitutions to
ahstract laws of justice; and it never can be laid to his charge
that he slichted these, or proved a weak or wicked ruler. He
guarrelled with parliament, because the parliament wished to per-
petuate its existence unlawfully and meanly, and was moreover
unwilling and unable to cope with many difficulties which con-
stantly arose. It may be supposed that Cromwell may thus have
thought : T will not support the parliament, for it will not mau
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tamn law; it will not legislate wisely or beneficently; it seeks s
own, not the nation’s good. And therefore I take away its exisi-
ence, and rule myself; for 1 have the fear of God before my
uyes, and am determined to rule by his laws, and to advance hi
glory.” Deluded he was ; blinded by ambition he may have been

but he sought to elevate his country ; and his efforts in her behals
are appreciated and praised by the very men who are most sever¢
on his undoubted usurpation.

Shortly after the Long Parliament was purged, at the instigation
of CromwéH, and had become the Rump Parliament, as it was
derisively called, it appointed a.committee to take info considera-
tion the time when their powers should cease. But the battle of
Worcester was fought before any thing was done, except to deter-
mine that future parliaments should consist of four hundred mem.-
bers, and that the existing members should be returned, n the
next parliament, for the places they then represented. . At length,
in December, 1651, it was decided, through the urgent entreaties
of Cromwell, but only by a small majority, that the present parlia-

| ment should cease in November, 1654. Thus it was obvious fo
o Cromwell that the parliament, reduced as it was, and composed of
. Independents, was jealous of him, and also was aiming to per-
. petuate its own existence, against all the principles of a representa- .

. tive government. Such are men, so greedy of power themselves,

s0 censorious in regard to the violation of justice by others, so

® blind to the viclation of justice by themselves. Cromwell was not
S the man to permit the usurpation of power by a body of forty or
" sixty Independents, however willing he was to assume it himself
—Beside, the Rump Parliament was inefficient, and did not consuli
= the interests of the country. There was general complaint. But
3 none complained more bitterly than Cromwell himself. Meeting
i Whitelock, who then held the great seal, he said that the ¢ army

was beginning to have a strange distaste against them ; that their
pride, and ambition, and self-seeking ; their engrossing all places
of honor and profit to themselves and their friends; their daily
breaking into new and violent parties; their delays of business,
and design to perpetuate themselves, and continue the power in
their own hands; their meddling in private matters between party
wed party - their injustice and partiality ; the scandalous lives of
16* ?
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sonie of them, do give too much ground for people to open their
mouths against them ; and unless there be some power to check
them, it will be impossible to prevent our ruin.” These things
Whitelock admitted, but did not see how they could be removed
singe both he and Cromwell held their commissions from this same
parliaunent, which was the supreme authority. But Cromwell
thought there was nothing to hope, and every thing to fear, from

such a body of men; that they would destroy what the Lord had -

done.- « We all forget God,” said he, “ and God will forget us.
He will give us up to confusion, and these men will help it on, if
left to themselves.” Then he asked the great lawyer and chan-
cellor, * What if a man should take upon himself to be king?” —
evidently having in view the regal power. But Whitelock pre-
sented such powerful reasons against it, that Cromwell gave up the
idea, though he was resolved to destroy the parliament. He then
held repeated conferences with the officers of the army, who sym-
pathized ‘with him, and who supported him. At last, while parlia-
ment was about to pass an obnoxious bill, Cromwell hurried to the
House, taking with him a file of musketeers, having resolved what
he would do. These he left in the lobby, and, taking his seat,
listened a while to the discussion, and then rose, and addressed
the House. . Waxing warm, he told them, in violent language,
¢ that thev were deniers of justice, were oppressive, profane men,
were planning to bring in Presbyterians, and would lose no time
in destroying the cause they had deserted.” Sir Harry Vane anc
Sir Peter Wentworth rose to remonstrate, but Cromwell, leaving his
seat, walked up and down the floor, with his hat on, reproachea
the different members, who again remonstrated. But Cromwell,
- raising his voice, exclaimed, * You are no parliament. Get you
gone. Give way to honester men.” Then, stamping with his
, feet, the door opened, and the musketeers entered, and the mems-
- burs were dispersed, after giving vent to their feelings in the lan-
¢ guage of reproach. Most of them wore swords, but none offered
resistance to the man they feared, and tamely departed.

Thus was the constitution utterly subverted, and parliament, as
well as the throne, destroyed. Cromwell published, the next day,
# vindication of his conduet, setting forth the incapacity, selfish-
pess, and corruption of the parliament, in which were scme of the

CHAF. xm.] CROMWELL ASSUMES THE PROTECTORSHIF. 187

. best men England ever had, including Sir Harry Vane, Alger
5 non Sydney, and Sir Peter Wentworth.

3

His next step was to order the continuance of all the courts of
justice, as before, and summon a new parliament, the members of
which were nominated by himself and his council of officers. The
:3 army, with Cromwell at the head, was now the supreme authority.

The new parliament, composed of one hundred and twenty
persons, assembled on the 4th of July, when Cromwell explained
the reason of his conduct, and set forth the mercies of the Lord
to England. This parliament was not constitutional, since it was
not elected by the people of England, but by Cromwell, and there-
fore would be likely to be his tool. But had the elections been

T eft free, the Presbyterians would have been returned as the largest
2 party, and they would have ruined the cause which Cromwell and
1§ the Independents sought to support. In revolutions, there cannot
DY be pursued half measures. Revolutions are the contest between
\c‘% parties. The strongest party gains the ascendency, and keeps it

(I ifit can— never by old, constituted laws. In the English Revolu-

'S fion the Independents gained this ascendepcy by their valor, enthu-
siasm, and wisdom. And their great reprsentative ruled in their
name.

. The new members of parliament reappoi-ted the old Council of
\.\% State, at the head of which was Cromwell, al alished the High Court
& of Chancery, nominated commissioners to pi~ide in courts of jus-

tice, and proceeded to other sweeping change: which alarmed their

'3 great nominator, who induced them to dissolve ‘Lemselves and sur-
% render their trast into his hands, under the title of Lord Protector of
__%:L England, Scotland, and Ireland. On the 16th of Necember, he was
8 installed in his great office, with considerable po’ p, in the Court
Sy of Chancery, and the new constitution was read which invested
) him with all the powers of a king. It, however, «dained that he
¥ should rule with the aid of a parliament, which siculd have all
% the functions and powers of the old parliaments, sho.:!? be assem-
bled within five months, should last three years, and she 1ld consist

of four hundred and sixty members. It provided for ‘< mam-

~ tenance of tne army and navy, of which the protector v=s the

% head, and decided that the great officers of state should be ~hesen

by approbation of parliament. Religious toleration was procla‘n :a,
and provision made for the support of the clergy.
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Thus was the constitution of the nation changed, and a republic
= substituted for a monarchy, at the head of which was the ablest
.. man of hisage. And there was need of all his abilities. FEng-

o land then was engaged in war with the Dutch, and the interna’
ate of the nation demanded the attention of a vigorous mind and
a still more vigorous arm.

The Dutch war was prosecuted with great vigor, and was
signalized by the naval victories of Blake, Dean, and Monk over
the celebrated Van Tromp and De Ruyter, the Dutch admirals.
*.% The war was caused by the commercial jealousies of the two na-

> tions, and by the unwillingness of the Prince of Orange, who had
< married a daughter of Charles I, to acknowledge the ambassador
< of the new English republic. But the superiority which the Eng-
% lish sailors evinced, soon taught the Dutch how dangerous it was
" “to provoke a nation which should be itsally on all grounds of
_national policy, and peace was therefore honorably secured after
a most successful war.
The war being ended, the protector had more leisure to attend
« to business at home. Sir Matthew Hale was made chief justice, and
Thurloe, secretary of state; disorganizers were punished’; an insur
- rection in Scotland was quelled by General Monk ; and order and

+ law were restored.

Meanwhile, the new parliament, the first which had been freely
{, elected for fourteen years, soon manifested a spirit of opposition
. to Cromwell, deferred to vote him supplies, and annoyed him all in
- its power. Still he permitted the members to discuss trifling subjects
+ and waste their time for five months; but, at the earliest time the

* ¥ new constitution would allow, he summoned them to the Painted

Chzmber, made them a long speech, reminded them of their neg-

" Jeot in attending-to the interests of the nation, while disputing

about abstract questions, even while it was beset with dangers and
difficulties, and then dissolved them, (Januvary 22, 1655-)

~ For the next eighteen months, he ruled without a parliament
+_and found no difficulty in raiSing supplies, and supporting his now
- unlimited power. During this time, he suppressed a dangerous

“ingurfection in England itself, and carried on a successtul and

. bril'iant war against Spain, a power which he hated with all the
= rapacity of hatred of which his nation has shown itself occasionally

|~ so capable. In the naval war with Spain. Blake was again the hero

Lx.,{"‘
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During the contest the rich island of Tamaica was con.quere'd from
the Spanish, a possession which England has ever since greatly
valued. : ‘

Encouraged by his successes, Cromwell now called a third parlia-
ment, which he opened the 17th of September, 1656, after ¢jecting
one hundred of the members, on account of their political senti-
ments. The new House voted for the prosecution of the Spanish
war, granted ample supplies, and offered to Cromwell the title of
king. But his council violently opposed it, and Crorm?’e]l found st
expedient to relinquish this object of his heart. But his protector
ate was continued to him, and he was empowered to nominate
his successor.

In a short time, however, the spirit of the new patliament was
manifested, not only by violent opposition to the protector, but
in acts which would, if carried out, have subverted the government
again, and have plunged England in anarchy. It was piain that 'the
protector could not rule with a real representation of the nation.
* 8 he dissolved it ; and thus ended the last effort of Cromwell to
rile with a parliament; or, as his advocates say, to restore the
constitution of his country. Tt was plain that there was too much
party animosity and party ambition to permit the profector,

gtk

3 shackled by the law, to carry out his designs of order and‘good
8 government.  Self-preservation compelled him to be suspicious

(2.4

\ and despotic, and also to prohibit the exercise of the Catholic
o worship, and to curtail the religious rights of the Quakers, Socini-
¥ ans, and Jews. The continual plottings and political disaffections

i of these parties forced him to rule on a system to which he was

'Y not at first inclined. England was not yet prepared, f'(?r the civil
< and religious liberty at which the advocates of revolution had at

8 first aimed.

S /S0 Cromwell now resolved to rule alone. And he ruled well.

<=

.~ His armies,were victorious on the continent, and England was
oy

S5 respected a%roa,d, and prospered at home. The most able and
Y

<, upright men were appointed to office. The chairs of the univer:
3 sities were filled with illustrious scholars, and the bench adorned
“ with learned and honest judges. He defended the great interests
L of Projesiaudsm on the Continent, and formed alliances whie.,

5 :
\\\ contributed to the political and commercial greatness of his coun

ry. He generously assisted the persecuted Protestants in the
valleys of Piedmont, and refused to make treaties with hostile
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powers unless the religious liberties of the Protestants were te
spected  He lived at Hampton Court, the old palace of Cardina
Wolsey, in simple and sober dignity ; nor was debauchery or riot
seen at his court. He lived simply and unostentatiously, and to the
'ast preserved the form, and perhaps the spirit, of his early piety.
[le surrounded himself with learned men, and patronized poets
and scholars.
Dryden was not excluded from his table. An outward morality,
at least, was generally observed, and the strictest discipline was
kept at his court.

Had Cromwell’s life been prolonged to threescore and ten, the
history of England might have been different for the next two

hundred years. But such was not his fortune. Providence

Y removed him from the scene of his conflicts and his heroism not

* long after the dissolution of his last parliament. “'The death of a
favorite daughter preyed upon his mind, and the cares of govern-
% nent undermined his constitution. He died on the 3d of Septem-
%, ber, 1658, the anniversary of his great battles of Worcester and

3% Dunbar, in the sixtieth year of his age.

% Two or three nights before he died, he was heard to ejaculate
¢ the following prayer, in the anticipation of his speedy departure:
% % Lord, though I am a miserable and wretched creature, [ am in
, covenant with thee, through thy grace; and I may, I will come to
" thee, for thy people. Thou hast made me, though very unworthy,

% a mean instrument to do them good, and Thee service ; and many
) of them have set too high value upon me, though others wish

’ and would be glad of my death. Lord, however Thou disposest
of me, contmue and go on to do good to them. Give them
consistency of judgment, one heart, and mutual love ; and, with

the work of reformation, go on to deliver them, and make the '

nanie of Christ glorious in the world. Teach those who look too
much ot thy instrument to depend more upon Thyself. Pardon
such as desire to trample upon the dust of a poor worm, for
they are Thy people too. And pardon the folly of this short
nrayer, even for Jesus Christ’s sake. And give me a good night,
if it be Thy pleasure. Amen.”

Thus closed the career of Oliver Cromwell, the most remark

Milton was his familiar guest, and the youthful .

ke
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excellent and discriminating, but oftener by heated partisans, whe
had no sympathy with his reforms or opinions. His genius, how.
aver, has never been questioned, nor his extraordinary talent, for
governing a nation in the most eventful period of its history.
. And there is a large class, and that class an increasing one, not
confined to Independents ‘or republicans, who look upon him
as vne habitually governed by a stern sense of duty, as a man

% who feared God and regarded justice, as a man sincerely devoted

F

" 8 travagantly eulogized, or been the subject of more unsparing abuse

X

i

'j"

to the best interests of his country, and deserving of the highest
praises of all enlightened critics. No man has ever been more ex-
and more cordial detestation. Some are incapable of viewing him
in any other light than as a profound hypocrite and ambitions
despot, while others see in him nothing but the saint and unspotted
ruler, He had his defects; for human nature, in all instances, is

\\\Q weak ; but in spite of these, and of many and great inconsistences,
(N from which no sophistry can clear him, his great and varied

g\wtead

) Q\‘quarter for the restoration of parliament.

%4;

\ from Scotland, and quartered in London.

" excellences will ever entitle him to the rank accmded to him by
such writers as Vaughan and Carlyle.

With the death of Cromwell virtually ended the republic. *
“ Pyritanism without its king, is kingless, anarchic, falls into dislo-
cation, staggers, and plunges into even deeper anarchy. 2 EHe
*sen Richard, according to his will, was proclaimed protector in his
But his reign was short. Petitions poured in from every
It was restored, and
General Monk advanced with his army
In May, 1660, Charlea
The

“alsﬂ with it royalty itself.

s \ II. was proclaimed king at the gates of Westminster Hall.

W experiment of a republic had been tried, and failed. Puritanism

“yeiled its face.
reaction commenced.
resi med s sway.

It was no longer the spirit of the nation. A grea
Royalty, with new but disguised despotism

Rrrerexces. — Carlyle’s, Dr. Vaughan’s, and D'Aubigné’s Life of
Cromwell. Neal's History of the Puritans, Macaulay's History of
England. Godwin’s Commonwealth. The common histories of Eng:
land, Milton’s prose writings may be profitably read in this connection,
and the various reviews and essays which have of late been writter on
tne character of Cromwell.




