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cobperation of this sagacious and far-sighted statesman that Marl-
borough himself was enabled to prosecute his brilliant military
career.

It was during his administration that party animosity was at 1ts
height — the great struggle which has been going on, in England.
for nearly two hundred years, between the Whigs and Tories.

These names originated in the reign of Charles 1I., and were terms

of reproach. The court party reproached their antagonists with

their affinity to the fanatical conventiclers in Scotland, who were.

known by the name of the Whigs ; and the country party pretended
to find a resemblance between the courtiers and the Popish banditti
of Treland, to whom the appellation of Tory was affixed. The
High Church party and the advocates of absolutism belonged to
the Tories ; the more liberal party and the advocates' of constitu-
tional reform, to the Whigs. The former were conservative, the
latter professed a sympathy with improvements. But the leaders
of both parties were among the greatest nobles in the realm, and
probably cared less for any great innovation than they did for
themselves. These two great parties, in the progress of society,

' have changed their views, and the opinions once held by the

Whigs were afterwards adopted by the Tories. On the wigle,
. the Whigs were in advance in liberality of mind, and in enlightened
. plans of government. But both parties, in England, have ever
been aristocratic, and both have felt nearly an equal disgust of
popular influences. Charles and James sympathized with the
Tories more than with the Whigs ; but William ITI. was supported
' by the Whigs, who had the ascendency in his reign. Queen
Anne was a Tory, as was to be expected from a princess of the
house of Stuart ; but, in the early part of her reign, was obliged

. to yield to the supremacy of the Whigs. The advocates for war

were Whigs, and those who desired peace were Tories. The
Whigs looked to the future glory of the country ; the Tories, to the
¢ xpenses which war created, The Tories at last got the ascendency,
and expelled Godolphin, Marlborough, and Sunderland from power.

Of the Tory leaders, Harley, (Earl of Oxford,) St. John, (Lord
Bolingbroke,) the Duke of Buckingham, and the Duke of Ormoud,
the Earl of Rochester, and Lord Dartmouth, were the mosl
pro.ninent , but this Tory party was itself divided, in consequence
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of jealousies petween the chiefs, the intrigues of Harley, and the
neasureless ambition of Bolingbroke. Under the ascendency of
the Tories the treaty of Utrecht was made, now generally con:
demned by historians of both Whig and Tory polities. It was
disproportioned to the success of the war, although it secured the
ends of t.c grand alliance.

Oue of the causes which led to the overthrow of the Whigs
was the impeachment and trial of Dr. Henry Sacheverell, an
event which excited intense interest at the time, and, though insig-
nificant in itself, touched some vi*=1 principles of the constitution.

This divine was a man of mean capacity, and of little reputation
for learning or virtue. He had been, during the reign of William,
an outrageous Whig ; but, finding his services disregarded, he
pecame a violent Tory. By a sort of plausible effrontery and
scurrilous rhetoric, he obtained the applause of the people, and the
valuable living of St. Saviour, Southwark. = The audacity of his
railings against the late king and the revolution at last attracted
the notice of government ; and for two sermons which he printed,
and in which he inculeated, without measure, the doctrine of passive
obedience, consigned Dissenters to eternal damnation, and abused
the great principle of religious toleration, he was formally im-

L\\geachcd. All England was excited by the trial. .The queen

erself privately attended, to encourage a man who was persecuted
for his loyalty, and persecuted for defending his church. The
finest orators and lawyers of the day put forth all their energies.
Bishop Atterbury wrote for Sacheverell his defence, which was
endorsed by a conclave of High Church divines. The result of the
trial was the condemnation of the doctor, and with it the fall of his

\)‘ndversaries. He was suspended for three years, but his defeat
AN

was a triumph. He was received, in college hails and private
marnsions, with the pomp of a sovereign and the reverence of a

<./ mint, His sentence made nis enemies unpopular.  The greal

body of the English nation, wedded to High Churcn principles,
wok sides in his favor. But the arguments of his accusers
developed some great principles —led to the assertion of the
Joctrines of toleration ; for, if passive obedience to the ralers »f
the state and church were obligatory, then all Dissenters might be

eurbed and suppressed. The Whig managers of the trial, by
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opposing the bigoted Churchmen, aided the cause of dissent, jusp-
fied the revolution, and upheld the conquest by William ITI.  Ane
their speeches are upon record, that they asserted the giea
principles of civil and religious liberty, in the face of all the
authority, dignity, and wisdom of the realm. . It is true they lost
us a parly, on account of the bigotry of the times; but they
furnished another pillar to uphold the *constitution, and ad-
duced new and powerful arguments in support of constitutional
liberty. The country gained, if they, as a party, lost ; and though
Sacheverell was lauded by his church, his convicton was a
triumph to the friends of freedom. Good resulted in many other
ways. Political leaders learned moral wisdom; they saw the
folly of persecuting men for libels, when such men had the sym-
pathy of the people ; that such persecutions were undigmfied, and
that, while they gained their end, they lost more by victory than
by defeat. The trial- of Sacheverell, while it brought to view
more clearly some great constitutional truths, also more etfectually
advanced the liberty of the press; for, surely, restriction on the
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people were more generally imbued with the ultra principles of
the Reformation, were more religious, and cherished a peculiar
attachment to the Presbyterian form of chureh government, and
a peculiar hatred of every thing ‘which resembled Roman
Catholicism. They were, moreover, distinguished for patriotism,
and had great jealousy of English influences. i

James II. was the legitimate King of Scotland, as well as of
England ; but he soon acquired a greater love for England, than
he retained for his native country; and England being the
greater country, the interests of Scotland were frequently
sacrificed to those of England.

Queen Anne, as the daughter of James IL., was also the legiti-
mate sovereign of Scotland ; and, on her decease, the Scotch were
not bound to acknowledge the Elector of Hanover as their legiti-
mate king.

- Many ardent and patriotic Scotchmen, including the Duke of
Hamilton and Fletcher of Saltoun, deemed it a favorable time to
assert, on the death of Queen Anne, their national independence.

=
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since the English government was neither just nor generous to the
4 lesser country.

E_‘ Under these circumstances, there were many obstacles 10 a

permanent union, and it was. more bitterly opposed in Scotland

jetween the two countries, which William III. had proposed. jf; than in England. r?‘hc more patriotic Qeslred comPlete independ-

% Vothing could be more beneficent for both the countries; and the : , ence. Man}f were _]faalous of the superior prosperity of England.

N “only wonder is, that it was not done before, when James IL i Mhe people in thc‘ Iﬁ’{_lghlands and the north e Scotland were Jaco-

ascended the English throne ; and nothing then, perhaps, prevented 4 \‘\ mical in their Iprmc;ples, and vere attached + t‘ne’ Stuar’sldynasty.

it, but the bitter jealousy which had so long existed between these i The Pres_bytermns feared the mﬂue_nce of I-uglish Eplscopac:y.

) countries; a jealousy, dislike, and prejudice which have hardly 1 K}Kmd Scotfish peers deprecated a servile depende=se on the parlia-
yet passed away. - Jument of England. °

press is a worse evil, than the violence and vituperation of B r

oceasional libels.
The great domestic event of this reign was doubtless the
wion of Scotland and England ; a consummation of lasting peace

Scotland, until the reign of James IL, was theoretically and

, practically independent of England, but was not so fortunately N _
vlaced, as the latter country, for the development of energies. Y arder to secure the peaceful succession of the house ~f Hanlnver,
. The country was smaller, more barren, and less cultivated. The . ;\,/Q: for tf"e north Gf; Scolﬂanc‘i was favorable to the Stuarte 'de W'.lh.f’“‘
<. people were less civilized, and had less influence on the political o * union, Enghsl? liberties would b‘? endangered by Jacobinical
> welfare of the state. The aristocracy were more powerful, and e mt“g"?'s-_ English statesmen felt this, and used every ~reasure to

< were more jealous of royal authority. There were constant ' secure this end. j
: \ feuds an? jealousies between dominant classes, which checked the The Scotch were overreached. F-orce, bribery, zmc—i ce=aphion
2 growth in political importance, wealth, and ecivilization. But the were resorted to. The D“k;;ft Hamilton proved,a traitor, 2= the

_ .\, Scotch Presbyterianism and Scotch influence, des~=d a union, in

e

But the English government, on the whole, r~ich as it hated
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Beside these permanent regulations, a sum of three hundred
and ninety-eight thousand pounds was granted to Scotland, as an
equivalent to the augmentation of the customs and excise.

union was effected — a union exceedingly important to the peace of
\* both countries, but especially desirable to England. Important con
\J cessions were made by. the English, to which they were driven

. only by fear. . They might have ruled Scotland as they did Ire.
* land, but for the intrepidity and firmness of the Scotch, who

i , while negotiations were pending, passed the famous Act of Secumy.

. by which the Scottish parliament decreed the succession in Scot.
land, on the death of the queen, open and elective ; the independ-
ence and power of parliaments ; freedom in trade and commerce
and the liberty of Scotland to engage or not in the English conti-
nental wars. The English parliament retaliated, indeed, by an act
.. restricting the trade of Scotland, and declaring Scotchmen aliens

, throughout the English dominions. But the conflicts between the

0\ Whigs and Tories induced government to repeal the act; and the

3 commissioners for the union secured their end.

It was agreed, in the famous treaty they at last effected, that
the two kingdoms of England and Scotland be united into one, by
the name of Great Britain.

‘Fhat the succession to the United Kingdom shall remain to the
. Princess Sophia, Duchess Dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of
her body, being Protestants ;
marrying Papists, shall be Lxc:luded from, and be forever incapable
of inheriting, the crown of Great Britain ; -

That thb whole people of Great Britain shall be represented by

% one parliament, in which sixteen peers and forty-five commoners,
= chosen for Scotlund, should sit and vote ;

That the subjects of the United Kingdom shall enjoy an entire
Y freedom and intercourse of trade and no.wro,tlon, and reciprocal

" communication of all other rights, privileges, and advantages be-

+ longing to the subjects of either kingdom ;

That the laws, in regard to public rights and civil government, «

shall be the same in both countries, but that no alteration shali be
made in the laws respecting private rights, unless for the evident
utility of the subjects residing in Scotland ;

That the Court of Session, and all cther courts of judicature
b m Scotland, remain as before the union, subject, however, tc

such regulations as may be made by the parliament of Great
Britain

and that all Papists, and persons .

By this treaty, the Scotch became: identified with the English
n mterest. They lost their independence, but they gained secu-
sy and peace ; and rose in wealth and consequence. The nation
moreover, was burdened by the growth of the national debt. The
advantage was mutual, but England gained the greater advantage
by shurting a portion of her burdens on Scotland, by securing the
hardy people of that noble country to fight her battles, and by

. converting a nation of enemies into a nation of friends.

j@
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We come now to glance at those illustrious men who ad irned
the literature of England in this brilliant age, celebrated for polit-
ical as well as literary writings. :

Of these, Addison, Swift, Bolingbroke, Bentley, Warburton,
Arbuthnot, Gay, Pope, Tickell, Halifax, Parnell, Rowe, Prior,
_Congreve, Steele, and Berkeley, were the most distinguished.

-.—Dryden belonged to the preceding age; to the period of license

d gayety -the greatest but most immoral of all the great poets

n_bf England, from the time of Milton to that of Pope.

= The wits of Queen Anne’s reign were political writers as well

138,5 poets, and their services were sought for and paid by the great
tatesmen of the times, chiefly of* the Tory party. T\rlallbmough
eglected the poets, and they contributed to undermine his power.

Of these wits the most distinguished and respectable was Addison,
‘born 1672. He was well educated, and distinguished himself at
Oxford, and was a fellow of Magdalen College. His early verses,
which would now be pronounced very inferior, however attracted
the notice of Dryden, then the great autocrat of letters, and the oracle
of the literary clubs. At the age of twenty-seyen, Addison was pro-
vided with a pension from the Whig government, and set out on
his travels. He was afterwards made secretary to Lord Halifax,
and elected a member of the House of Commons, but was never
able to make a speech. He, however, made up for his failure as an
orator by his power as a writer, being a perfect master of elegant
satire. He was also charming in private conversation, and his
society was much sought by eminent statesmen, scholars, and
noblemen. In 1708, he became secretary ‘or Ireland, and, while
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he resided at Dublin, wrote those delightful papers on which hs
fame chiefly rests. Not as the author of Rosamond, nor of Latr
verses, nor of the treatise on Medals, nor of Letters from Italy, nox
of the tragedy of Cato, would he now be known to us. H's glory
is derived from the Tatler and Spectator —an entirely new spe-
cies of writing in his age, original, simple, and beautiful, but
chiefly 1narked for polished and elegant satire against the follies
and bad taste of his age. Moreover, his numbers of the Spectator
are dlStll’lﬂ'U.lShed for elevation of sentiment, and moral purity,
without harshness, and without misanthropy. He wrote three
sevenths of that immortal production, and on every variety of
subject, without any attempt to be eloquent or tniense, without
pedantry and without affectation. The success of the work was
mmense, and every one who could afford it, had it served on the
breakfast table with the tea and toast. It was the general subject
of conversation in all polite circles, and did much to improve the
taste and reform the morals of the age. There was nothing which
he so severely ridiculed as the show of learning without the reality,
coxcombry in conversation, extravagance in dress, female flirts
and butterflies, gay and fashionable women, and all false modesty
and affectation. But he blamed without bitterness, and reformed
without exhortation, while he exalted what was simple, and painted
in most beautiful colors the virtues of contentment, simplicity,
sincerity, and cheerfulness.

His latter days were imbittered by party animosity, ‘and the
wmalignant stings of literary rivals. Nor was he happy in his
domestic life, having married a proud countess, who did not appre-
ciate his genius. He also became addicted to intemperate habits.
Still he was ever honored and respected, and, when he died, was

ouried in Westminster Abbey.

Next to Addison in fame, and superior in genius, was Swift;
norn in Ireland, in 1677, educated at Dublin, and patronized hy
Sit Wilbam Temple. He was rewarded, finally, with the dean=
ery of St Patrick’s. He was very” useful to his party by
his political writings; but his fame rests chiefly on his poetry,
and his Gulliver’s Travels, marked and disgraced by his savage
sarcasm on woman, and his vilification of human nature. He
was a g-eat master of venomous satire. He spared neither friends
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 nor enemies. ~ He was ambitious, misanthropic and selfish. His
treatment of woman was disgraceful and heartless in the extreme.
But he was witty, learned; and natural. He was never known to
laugh, while he convulsed the circles into which he was thrown.
He was rough to his servants, insolent to inferiors, and sycophantic

.| tomen of rank. His distinguishing power was his unsparing and
unscrupulous sarcasm and his invective was as dieadful as the
i personal ridicule of Voltaire. As a poet he was respectable, and
S\ gsa writer he was original. He was indifferent to literary fame,

{ and never attempted any higher style of composition than that in
which he could excel. His last days were miserable, and he
iingered a long while in hopeless and melancholy idiocy.

Pope properly belongs to a succeeding age, though his first
writings attracted considerable attention during the life of Addison
who first raised him from obscurity. He is the greatest, after
Dryden, of all the second class poets of his country. His Rape
of the Lock, the most original of his poems, established his
fame. But his greatest works were the translations of the Iliad

= and Odyssey, the Dunciad, and his Essay on Man. He was

>we11 paid for his labors, and lived in a beautiful villa at Twick-
Jenham, jthe friend of Bolingbroke, and the greatest literary

% star of his age. But he was bitter and satirical, irritable, parsimo-

nious, and vain. As a versifier, he has never been equalled. He
died in 1744, in the Romish faith, beloved but by few, and disliked
by the world generally.

\‘ Bolingbroke was not a poet, but a man of vast genius, a great

statesman, and a great writer on history and political philosophy,
xa man of most fascinating manners and conversation, hrilliant,
-W1tty, and learned, but unprincipled and intriguing, the great
wleader of the Tory party. Gay,as a poet, was respectable, but
_L\poor, unfortunate, a hanger on of great people, and miserably paid
for Tis sycophancy. His [fame rests on his Fables and his Beg
ar's Opera. Prior first made himself distinguished by his satire
~called A City Mouse and a Country Mouse, aimed against Dryden.
;“He was well rewarded by government, and was sent as minister te

ﬁP&ns Like most of the wits of his time, he was convivial, and

anot always particular in the choice of his associates. Humor was

the natural turn of his mind. Steele was editor of the Spectator
23 *
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and wrote some excellent papers, although vastly inferior to Add..
son’s. He is the father of the periodical essay, was a man of
fashion and pleasure, and had great experience in the fol s and
vanities of the world. It is doubtful whether the writings of the
great men who adorned the age of Anne will ever regain the
ascendency they once enjoyed, since they have all been surpassed
. in succeeding times. They had not the fire, enthusiasm, or genius
which satisfies the wants of the present generation. As poets,
they had no greatness of fancy; and as philosophers, they wee
cold and superficial. Nor did they write for the people, but for
the great, with whom they sought to associate, by whose praises
they were consoled, and by whose bread they were ‘sustained.
They wrote for a class, and that class alone, that chiefly seeks to
avoid ridicule and abstain from absurdity, that never attempts the
sublime, and never sinks to the ridiculous ; a class keen of ob-
servation, fond of the satirical, and indifferent to all institutions and

enterprises which have for their object the elevation of the masses, -

cr the triumph-of the abstract principles of truth and justice.

RerrrENCES. — Lord Mahon’s History of England, which commences
with the peace of Utrecht, is one of the most useful and interesting works
which have lately appeared. Smollett’s continuation of Hume should be
consulted, although the author was greater as a novelist than as an histo-
vian. Burnet’s history on this period is a standard. Hallam should be
read in reference to all constitutional questions. Coxe’s Life of Marlbo-
rough throws great light on the period, and is very valuable. Macaulay’s
work will, of course, be read. See, also, Bolingbroke’s Letters, and the
Duke of Berwick’s Memoirs. A chapter in the Pictorial History is very
good as to literary history and the progress of the arts and sciences. See,

also, Johnson’s Lives of the Poets; Nichols’s Life of Addizon; Scott’s -
life or Swift; Macaulay’s Essay on Addison; and the Spectator and

Yatle..

CHAF, XVIIL | EARLY HISTORY OF RUSSIA.

CHAPTER XVIII.

o PETER THE GREAT, AND RUSSIA.

-WaiLe Louis XIV. was prosecuting his schemes of aggrandize
ent, and William III. was opposing those schemes; while Villeroy.
Villars, Marlborough, and Eugene were contending, at the head of
great armies, for their respective masters; a new power was
arising dt the north, destined soon to become prominent among
the great empires of the world. The political importance of

* Russia was not appreciated at the close of the seventeenth cen-
fury, until the great resources of the country were brought to the
view of Europe by the extraordinary genius of Peter the Great.

The history of Russia, before the reign of this great prince, has
not excited much interest, and is not particularly eventful or
important. ‘The Russians are descended from.the ancient Sclavonie
race, supposed to. be much inferior to the Germanic or Teutonic
Lribes, to whom most of the civilized nations of Europe trace their
origi.n.

The first great event in Russianhistory is the nominal conver-

\gon of a powerful king w Christianity, in the tenth century, named
ladimir, whose reign was a mixture of cruelty, licentiousness, and
heroism. Seeing the necessity of some generally recognized
religion, he sent ten of his most distinguished men into all the
various countries then known, to examine their religious systems.
Being semi-barbarians, they were disposed to recommend that form

N | - which had the most imposing ceremonial, and appealed most forei-
L hbly to the senses. The commissioners came to Mecca, but saon
M with contempt, since Mohammedanism then made too great
1 demands upon the powers of self-control, and prohibited the use
(Rb of many things fo which the barbarians were attached. They
were no better pleased with the Manichean philosophy, which then
extensively prevailed in the East; for this involved the settlement

of abstract ideas, for which barbariaus had no relish. They dis

iked Roman Catholicism, on account of the arrogant claims of the




