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THE PELHAMS. lemap. xXI,

CHAPTER XXI.

' THE REIGN OF (.}EORGE IL

Tue English nation acquiesced in the government of Sir Roben
Walpole for nearly thirty years— the longest administration in
the annals of the couniry. And he was equal to the task, ruling
on the whole,beneficently, promoting peace, regulating the finances,

and encowraging. those great branches of industry which lie at |

the foundation of English wealth and power. But the intrigues
of rival politicians, and the natural desire of change, which all
parties feel after a long repose, plunged the nation into war, and
fotced the able minister to retire. The opposition, headed by the
Prince of Wales, supported by such able statesmen as Bolingbroke,
Carteret, Chesterfield, Pulteney, Wmdham., and Pitt, and sustained
by the writings of those great literary geniuses whom Walpole
disdained and neglected, compelled George 1., at last, to part with
a mah who had conquered his narrow prejudices.

But the Tories did not come into power on the retirement of
Walpole. His old confederates remained at the head of affairs,
and Carteret, afterwards Lord Granville, the most brilliant man
of his age, became the leading minister. But even he, so great
in debate, and so distinguished for varied attainments, did not long
retain his place. None of the abuses which existed under the
former administration were removed ; and moreover the war
which the nation had clamored for, had proved disastrous. He
also had to bear the consequences of Walpole’s temporizing pol
¢y which could no longer be averted.

The new ministry was headed by Henry Pelham, as first lord
of the treasury and chancellor of the exchequer, and by the
.Duke of Newcastle, as principal secretary of staie. These two

S men formed, also, a codlition with the leading members of both

.
'\tg \)houses of parliament, Tories as well as Whigs 3 and, for the first

g;mne smce the accession of the Stuarts, there was no opposition.
Thls oreat coalition was called the « Broad Bottom,” and compre:
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nended the Duke of Bedford, the Earls of Chesterfield and Har
rington, Lords Lyttleton and Hardwicke, Sir Henry Cotton, Mi
Doddington, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Murray. The three latte
statesmen were not then formidable.

The Pelhams were descended from one of the oldest, proudest
and richest families in England, and had an immense parliament
ary influence from their amstocratic connections, their wealth, and
their experience. They were not remarkable for genius so much
as for sagacity, tact, and mtrigue. They were extremely ambi-
dous, and fond of place and power. They ruled England as the

representatives of the aristocraey — the last administration which
. was able to defy the national will.  After their fall, the people had" &

a greater voice in the appointment of ministers. Pitt and Fox
were commoners in a different sense from what Walpole was, and ¢
represented that class which has ever since ruled England, — not
nobles, not the democracy, but a class between them, ‘composed

" of the gentry, landed proprietors, lawyers, merchants, manufac-

turers, men of leisure, and their dependants.

The administration of the Pelhams is chiefly memorable for the
Scotch rebeliion of 1745, and for the great European war which
grew out of colonial and commercial ambition, and the encroach-
ments of Frederic the Great.

The Scotch rebellion was produced by the attempts of the young
Pretender, Charles Edward Louis Philip Casimir Stuart, to regain
the throne of his ancestors. *His adventures have the interest of
romance, and have generally excited popular sympathy. He was
born at Rome in 1720 ; served, at the age of fifteen, under the
Duke of Berwick, in Spain, and, at the age of twenty, received
overtures from some discontented people of Scotland to head an

msurrection. There was, at this time, great public distress, and (%

George II. was exceedingly unpopular. = The Jacobites were -
powerful, and thousands wished for a change, including many
pessons ‘of rank and influence.

With oniy seven followers, in a small vessel, he landed on one

of the Western Islands, 18th of July, 1745. Eveén had the proim-
ises which had been made to him by France, or by people m
Scotland, been fulfilled, his enterprise. would have been most
haza-{ous. But, without money, men, or arms, his hoper were
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desperate. Still he cherished that presumptuous self-confidence
which so often passes for bravery, and succeeded better than
could have been anticipated. Several chieftains of the Highland
clans joined his standard, and he had the faculty of gaining tha
Learts of his followers. At Borrodaile occurred his first interview
with the chivalrous Donald Cameron of Lochiel, who was per-
fectly persuaded of the desperate character of his enterprise, but
nevertheless aided it with generous self-devotion.

The standard of Charles Edward was raised at Glenfinnan, ox.

the 19th of August, and a little band of seven hundred adven-
turers and enthusiastic Highlanders resolved on the conquest of
England! Never was devotion to an unfortunate cause more
romantic and sincere. Never were energies more generously
made, or more miserably directed. But the first gush of enthusi-
asm and bravery was attended with success, and the Pretender
soon found himself at the head of fifteen hundred men, and on
his way to Edinburgh, marching among people friendly to ms
cause, whom he endeared by every aftention and gentlemaniy
artifice. The simple people of the north of Scotland were won
by his smiles and courtesy, and were astonished at the exertions
which the young prince made, and the fatigues he was able tc
mdure.
_ On the 15th of September, Charles had reached Linlithgow.
2 nly sixteen miles from Edinburgh, where he was magnificently
entertained in the ancient and favorite palace of the kings of Scot-
land. Two days after, he mnde his triumphal entry into the
capital of his ancestors, the place being unprepared for resistance.
Colone! Gardiner, with his regiment of dragocns, was faithful to his
trust, and the magistrates of Edinburgh did all in their power te
prevent the swrrender of the city. But the great body of the
citizens preferred to frust to the clemency of Charles, than run
the risk of defence. :

Thus, without military stores, or pecuniary resources, or pow-
erfal friends, simply by the power of persuasion, the Pretender, in
the short space of two mofiths from his landing in Scotland, quietly
wok powsession of the most powerful city of the north. The
Tacobiles put no restraint o their idolatrous homage, and the ladies
wetcomed .the young and handsome chevalier with extravagant
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adulation. FEven the Whigs pitied him, and permitied him te
enjoy .his hrief hour of victory.

At Edinburgh, Charles received considerable reénforcement,
and took from the city one thousand stand of arms. He gave his
followers but little time for repose, and soon advanced agamst the =
royal army commanded by Sir John Cope. The WO armies me. s
at Preston Pans, and were of nearly equal force. The attack wa
made by the invader, and was impetuous and unlooked for. Noths
ing could stand before the enthusiasm and valor of the Highlanders;

and in five minutes the rout commenced, and a great staughter &
of the regular army occurred. Among those who fell was the &%

distinguished Colonel Gardiner, an old veteran, who refused to fly. &

Charles followed up his victory with moderation, and soon was
master of all Scotland. He indulged his taste for festivities, at
Holyrood, for a while, and neglected o means to conciliate the
Scotch.  He flattered their prejudices, gave balls and banquets,
made love to their most beautiful women, and denied no one ac-

. cess to his presence. Poets sang his praises, and women extolled ¢
his heroism and beauty. The light, the gay, the romantic, and &

the adventurous were on his side ; but the substantial and wealthy =
classes were. against him, for they knew he must be conquered in £
the end.

Still his success had been remarkable, and for it he was indebted
to the Highlanders, who did not wish to muke himn king of Eng-
land, but only king of Scotland. But Charles deceived them. He -
wanted the sceptre of George II.; and when he commenced his

march into England, their spirits flagged, and his cause became
hopeless. There was one class of men who were inflexibly hostile '}

to him-—the Presbyterian ministers. They looked upon him,

from the first, with coldness and harshness, and distrusted both his &

religion and sincerity. On them all his arts, and flattery, and ¢
graces were lost ; and they represented the substantial part of the ¢
Scottish nation. It is extremely doubtful whether Charles could &

~ ever have held Edinburgh; even if English armies had not been -

seni against him.

But Charles had played a desperate game from the beginning,
for the small chance of winning a splendid prize. He, therefore,
4fter resting his troops, and collecting all the force he could, *urned
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his face to England at the head of five thousand men, well armed

and well clothed, but discontented and dispirited. They had never
contemplated the invasion of England, but only the Tecovery of
the ancient independence of Scotland.

On the 8th of November, the Pretender set foot upon English
suil, and entered Carlisle in triumph. = But his forces, instead of
ircreasing, diminished, and no popular enthusiasm supported the
ceurage of his troops. But he advanced towards the south, and
reached Derby unmolested on the 4th of December. There he
learned that the royal army, headed by the Duke of Cumberland,
with twelve thousand veterans, was advaneing rapidly against him.

His followers clamored to return, and refused to advance another

: step. They now fully pémeived that success was not only hope

less, but that victory would be of no advantage to them ; that ‘they
would be sacrificed by a man who only aimed at the conquest

! of England.

il

Charles was well aware of the desperate nature of the contest,
but had no desire to retreat. His situation was not worse than
what it had been when he landéd on the Iebrides. Having pene-

S s : ;
. trated fo within one hundred and twenty miles of London, against

the expectations of every one, why should he not, persevere?
Some unlooked-for success, some lucky incidents, might restore

\\\Zlm to the throne of his grandfather. Besides, a I'rench army of
-,%'M

AN

&)
o o

n thousand was about to land in England. The Duke of Norfolk,
the first nobleman in the country, was ready to declare in his faver.
London was in commotion. A chance remained.

_But his followers thought only of their homes, and Charles was

J obliged to yield to an irresistible necessity. Like Richard Ceeur
_ de Lion after the surrender of Acre, he was compelled to return,

without realizing the fruit of bravery and success. Like the lion-

\ hearted king, pensive and sad, sullen and miserable, he gave the
= order to retreat. IHis spirits, hitherto buoyant and gladsome, now
- fell, and despondency and despair succeeded vivacity and hope.

He abandoned himself to grief and vexation, lingered behind his
retreating army, and was reckless of his men and of their welfare.
And well he may have been depressed. The motto of Hampden,
* Vestigia nulla retrorsum,” had also governed him. But ofhers
would not be animated by it, and he was ruined.

o b e S b P PR e
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But his miserabie and dejected army succeeded in reuching
their native soil, although pursued by the cavalry of two powerful
armies, in the midst of a hostile population, and amid great sufferings
from hunger and fatigue. On the 26th of December, he entered
Glasgow, levied a contribution on the people, and prepared him:
aalf for his final battle. He retreated to the Highlands, and spent
the winter in recruiting his troops, and in taking fortresses. On
the 15th of April, 1746, he drew up his army on the moor of
Culloden, near Inverness, with the desperate resolution of attacking,
with vastly inferior forees, the Duke of Cumberland, intrenched

S

nine miles distant. The design was foolish and unfortunate. %

[t was early discovered; and the fresh troops of the royal duke
attacked the dispirited, scattered, and wearied followers of Charles
Edward before they could form themselves in battle array. They
defended themselves with valor. But what is valor against over-
whelming force ? The army of Charles was totally routed, and
his hopes were blasted forever. y

The most horrid barbarities and cruelties were inflicted by the
victors. The wounded were left to die. The castles of rebel
chieftains were razed to the ground.
driven away, and the people left to perish with hunger. Some of
the captives were sent to Barbadoes, others were imprisoned, and
many were shot. A reward of thirty thousand pounds was placed
on the head of the Pretender ; but he nevertheless escaped. After
wandering a while as a fugitive, disguised, wearied, and miserable,
hunted from fortress to fortress, and from island to island, he sue-
ceeded, by means of the unparalleled loyalty and fidelity of his
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few Highland followers, in securing a vessel, and in escaping to

France. His adventures among the Western Islands, especially those
which happened while wandering, in the disguise of a female ser-
sant, with Flora Macdonald, are highly romantic and wonderfui,
Equally wonderful is the fact that, of the many to whom his seeret
was intrusted, not one was dispose to betray him, even in view
of so splendid a bribe as thirty thousand pounds. But this fact,
though surprising, is not inconceivable. Had Washington been
unfortunate in his contest with the mother-country, and had he
wandered as a fugitive amid the mountains of Vermont, would not
many Americans have shielded him, even in view of 4 reward
of one hundred thousand pounds ?
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~ The later lays of the Pretender were spent in Rome and Flor-
ence. He married a Polish princess, and assumed the title of
Duke of Albany. He never relinquished the hope of securing the
English crown, and always retained his politeness and grace -of
manner. But he became an object of pity, not merely from his
poverty and misforfunes, but also from the vice of intemperance,
which he acquired in Scotland. He died of apoplexy, in 1788.

-and left no legitimate issue. The last male heir of the house of :
Stuart was the Cardinal of York, who died in 1807, and who was
. buried in St. Peter’s Cathedral; over whose mortsl remains was

erected a marble monument, by Canova, through the munificence

_of George IV., to whom the cardinal had left the crown jewels

which James II. had carried with him to France. This monument
bears the names of James I11., Charles III., and Henry IX., kings
of England ; titles never admitted by the English. With the battle
of Culloden expired the hopes of the Catholics and Jacobites to
restore Catholicism and the Stuarts.

The great European war, which was begun by Sir Robert Wal-
pole, not long before his retirement, was another great event which
happened during the administration of ‘the Pelhams, and with which
their administration was connected. The Spanish war was fol-

. lowed by the war of the Austrian Succession.

Maria Theresa, Queen of Hungary, ascended the oldest and

 proudest throne of BEurope,-— that of Germany,— amid a host of
 ciaimants. The Elector of Bavaria laid claim to her hereditary
+ dominions in Bohemia ; the King of Sardinia made pretension to

the duchy of Milan; while the Kings of Poland, Spain, France,

= and Prussia disputed with her her rights to the whole Austrian
% succession. Never were acts of gross injustice meditated with

* greater audacity. Justas the young and beautiful princess ascended

. the throne of Charlemagne, amid embarrassments and perplexities,

~ —such as an exhausted treasury, a small army, a general scarcity,

_'3 threatened hostilities with the Turks, and absolute war with France,

;  — the new king of Prussia, Frederic, surnamed the Great, availing
<\ himself of her distresses, seized one of the finest provmces of her

& empire. The {irst notice which the queen had of the seizure o1
:féﬁ\‘i\iSﬂesiaﬁ was an insulting speech from the Prussian ambassador.

“1 come,” said he, “ with safety for the house of Austria on the .
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one hand, and the imperial crown for your royal highness on the
other. The troops of my master are at the service of the queen,
and cannot fail of being acceptable, at a time when she is in want
of both.  And as the king, my master, from the situation of his
dominions, will be exposed to great danger from this alliance with
the Queen of Hungary, it is hoped that, as an indemnification, th
queen will not offer him less than the whole duchy of Silesia.”

The queen, of course, was indignant in view of this cool piece
of villany, and prepared to resist. War with all the continental
pewers was the result. France joined the coalition to deprive the
queen of her empire. Two French armies invaded Germany. &
The Elector of Bavaria marched, with a hostile army, to within
eight miles of Vienna. The King of Prussia made himself mas-
ter of Silesia. Abandoned by all her allies, — without an army,
or ministers, or money, — the queen fled to Hungary, her heredi-
tary dominions, and threw herself on the generosity of her sub-
jects. She invoked the states of the Diet, and, clad in deep
mourning, with the crown of St. Stephen on her head, and a cim-
eter at her side, she traversed the hall in which her nobles were
assembled, and addressed them, in the immortal language of Rome,
respecting her wrongs and her distresses. Her faithful subjects
responded to her call ; and youth, beauty, and rank, in distress,
obtained their natural triumph. ¢ A thousand swords leaped from
their scabbards,” and the old hall rung with the ery, “ We
will die for our queen, Maria Theresa.” Tears started from the
eyes of the queen, whom misfortunes and insult could not bend,
and called forth, even more than her words, the enthusiasm of
her subjects.

It was in defence of this injured and noble queen that the Eng-
lish parliament voted supplies and raised armies. This was the S
war which characterized the Pelham administration, and to which &
Walpole was opposed. But it will be further presented, WI](‘!\\\S"
allusion is made to Frederic the Great.

France no sooner formed an alliance with Prussia, against Aus-
tria, than the “balance of power” seemed to be disturbed. T \ ¥
restore this balance, and preserve Austria, was the aim of Eng-
land. To the desire to preserve this power may be traced most
of the wars of the eighteenth century. The idea of a balance of
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