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power was the leading principle which animated all the diplomaty

nfﬁ;ﬁsactions_of Europe for more than a century
/ By the treaty of Breslau, (1742,) Maria Theresa yielded up to

\nt peace. But as England and France were both involved in the

. contest, their old spirit of rivalry returned ; and, from auxiliaries,
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they became principals in the war, and soon renewed it. The
theatre of strife was changed from Germany to Holland, and the
arms of France were triumphant. The Duke of Cumberland was
zouted by Marshal Saxe at the great battle of Fontenoy ; and this
battle restored peace, for a while, to Germany. The Grand Duke

‘._ "‘ of' Tuscany, husband of Maria Theresa, was elected Emperor of

LSy
0

~ Germany, and assumed the title of Francis L.

But it was easier to restore tranquillity to Germany, than peace

 between England and France ; both powers panting for military

glory, and burning with mutual jealousy. The peace of Aix la
Chapelle, in 1748, was a truce rather than a treaty ; and France
and England soon found occasion to plunge into new hostilities.
During the war of the Austrian Succession, hostilities had not
neen confined to the continent of Europe. As colonial jealousy
was one of the animating principles of two of the leading powers
in the contest, the warfare extended to the colonies themselves.

\\ A body of French, from Cape Breton, surprised the litile English
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% cated to Governor Shirley the state of the fortress in which thes
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garrison of Canseau, destroyed the fort and fishery, and removed
eighty men, as prisoners of war, to Louisburg — the strongest
tortress, next to Quebee, in French America. These men were
afterwards sent to Boston, on parole, and, while there, communi-

had been confined.  Shirley resolved to capture it, and the legis

_luture of Massachusetts voted supplies for the expedition. All the

‘New England colonies sent volunteers ; and the united forces, of
nhoat four thousand men were put under the command of William
Pepperell, a merchant at Kittery Point, near Portsmouth. The
prineipal part of the forces was composed of fisbarmen; bnt they
were Yankees. Amid the fogs of 4pril, this littic army, rich in

e .\ expedients, set sail to take a fortress which five hundred men could

defend against five thousand. But they were successful, aided by
an Finglish fleet; and, after a siege of three months, Louisburg

EHAP. XXI.] . GREAT COLONIAL CONTEST. a51

surrendered, (1745, — justly deemed the greatest achievement of
the whole war. :

But the French did not relinquish thewr hopes of guining an
ascendency on the American continent, and prosecuted their lahors
of erecting on the Ohio their chain of fortifications, to conneet
Canada with Liouisiana. The erection of these forts was no smali
cause of the breaking out of fresh hostilities. When the contest
was renewed between Maria Theresa and Frederic the Great, and
ths famous Seven Years’” War began, the English resolved to con:
quer all the French possessions in America. ;

Without waiting, however, for directions from England, Goy- .

ernor Dinwiddue, of Virginia, raised a regiment of troops, of which 3%

George Washington was made licutenant-colonel, and with which
he marched across'the wilderness to attack Fort Du Quesne, now
Pittsburg, at the junction of the Alleghany and Monongahela
Rivers.

That unsuccessful expedition was the commencement of the
gueat colonial contest in which Canada was conquered. Barly in
1755, General Braddock was sent to America to commence offen-
sive operations. The colonies cobperated, and three expeditions
were planned; one to attack Fort Du Quesne, a second to attack
Fort Niagara, and a third to attack Crown Point. The first was
to be composed of British troops, under Braddock, the second of
American, under Governor Shirley, and the third of militia of the
northern colonies.

The expedition against Fort Du Quesne was a ' memorable
failure. Braddock was a’brave man, but unfitted for his work,
Hyde Park having hitherto been the only field of his military™. ¢
operations., Moreover, with that presumption and audacity which
then characterized his countrymen, he affected sovereign contempt
for- his American associates, and would listen to no advice. Un-
acquainted with Indian warfare, and ignorant of the -country, he
yet presseil towards the interior, until, within ten miles of Fort Dy
Quesne, he was surprised by a body of French and Indians, ané
aken in an ambuscade. Instant retreat might still have saved
him ; but he was too proud not to fight according to rnle ; and he
fell mortally wounded. Washington was the only mounted officer

that escaped being killed or wounded. By his prudent and skilful =
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management, he saved half of his men, who formed after the
the battle, and effected a retreat.

The other two expeditions also failed, chiefly through want of
union between the provineial governor and the provincial assem:
blies, and also from the moral effects of the defeat of Braddock.
Moreover, the colonies perfectly understosd that they were fight
ng, not for liberty, but for the glory and ambition of the mother
country, and therefore did not exhibit the ardor they evineced in
the revolutionary struggle. :

But the failure of these expeditions contributed to make the

A ministry of the Duke of Newcastle unpopular. Other mistakes

were also made’in the old world. The conduct of Admiral Byng
in the Mediterranean excited popular clamor. The repeated dis-
appointments and miscarriages, the delay of armaments, the
. neglect of opportunities, the absurd disposition of fleets, were
numbered among the misfortunes which resulted from a weak and
incapable ministry. Stronger men were demanded by the indig-
nant voice of the nation, and the Duke of Newecastle, first
* lord of the treasury, since the death of his brother, was obliged

to call Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge — the two most popular commoners *

of England —into the cabinet. But the new administration did
not work harmoniously. It was an entblem of that image which

b Nebuchadnezzar beheld in a vision, with a head of gold, and legs

of iron, and feet of clay. Pitt and Legge were obliged by their
o colleague to resign. But their removal incensed the whole nation,
{ and so great was the clamor, that the king was compelled to rein-
 state the popular idols — the only men‘capable of managing affaire
at that crisis.  Pitt became secretary of state, and Legge chancel-
Jlor of the exchequer. The.Duke of Newecastle, after being at the

" head of administration ten years, was, reluctantly, compelled to
resign. The Duke of Devonshire became nominally the premier,

~ but Pitt was the ruling spirit in the cabinet.

The character of the Duke of Newcastle is thus sketched by
Horace Walpole: “ He had no pride, but infinite self-love. Jeal-
ousy was the great source of all his faults. There was ne
expense to which he was addicted but generosity. His houses,
gardens, table, and equipage, swallowed immense sums, and the
sums he owed were only exceeded by those he wasted. He loved

e
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hu_smess 1mmodcrutely,_but was always doing it ; he never did it S‘P‘
Flis speeches were copious in words, but empty and unmeaning , .
his professions extravagant, and his curiosity insatiable. He was &
a secrefary of state without intelligence, a duke without money, a

. - . . . f o &
man of infinite intrigus without secrecy, and a minister hated by fvs &

15y
3

all parties, without being turned ont by either.” ¢« All able men,” &
adds Macaulay, * ridiculed him as a dunce, a driveller, a child who l
never knew his own mind an hour together ; and yet he over- ﬁ &
reached them all,” . )
The Pelham administration canuot, on the whole, be called .

fortunate, nor, on the other hand, a disgraceful one. The Pol-> .
hams “showed themselves,” says Smyth, « friendly to the prinei- ey
ples of mild government. With all their faults, they were tolerant,-
Peaceful, prudent; they had the merit of respecting public 0pin:.
fon'; and though they were not fitted to advance the prosperity of N .
their gountry by any exertions of political genius, they were no N
blind to such opportunities as fairly presented themselves. But
they were not fitted for the stormy times in which they lived, and £
quietly yielded to the genius of a man whom they did ngt like, and ;. -
whom the king absolutely hated. George II., against his will
was obliged to intrust the helm of state to the only man in the
nation capable of holding it. -

The administration of Williain Pitt is emphatically the history
of the civilized world, during a period of almost universal war
It was for his talents as a war minister that he was placed at the
head. of the government, and his policy, like that of his greater
son, In a still more stormy epoch, was essentially warlike. In the
eyes of his contemporaries, his administration was brilliant and
successful, and he undoubtedly raised ®ngland to a hich pitch
?f' military glory; but glory, alas! most dearly purchase?l since
}t lea to the imposition of taxes beyond a parallel, and t'r;e vast
ncrease of the national debt.

He was born in 1708, of good family, his grandfather having
b-een governor of Madras, and the purchaser of the celebrated
diamond which bears his name, and which was sold to the regen
Clif France for one hundred and thirty-five thousand pounds. T?Vi]
liam Pitt was sent to Oxford at the age of seventeen, and a
twen.ty-seven, became a member of parliament. From the firs.
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. he was heard with attention, and, when years and experience had

3 E&\ngen him wisdom and power, his eloquence was overwhelming.

~*&No one ever equalled him in brilliant invective and scorching

2 Jsarcasm. He had not the skill of Fox in debate, nor was he a

3 >,éreat reasoner, like Murray; he did not talk philosophy, like

* 3 Burke, nor was he master of details, like hisson; but he had an

S air of sincerity, a vehemence of feeling, aii intense enthusiasm,

¢ %~ Jand a moral elevation of sentiment, which bore every thing away‘
9 Whefore him. :

When Walpole was driven from power, Pitt exerted his elo-
quence in behalf of the Pelham government. Being personally
obnoxious to the king, he obtained .no office. But he was not a
man to be amused by promises long, and, as he would not render
his indispensable services without a reward he was made pay-
master of the forces — a lucrative office, but oue which did not give
him a seat in the cabinet. This office he retuined for eight years,

_--\‘ which were years of peace. But when the horizon was over-
b \\: zlouded by the death of Henry Pelham, in 1754, and difficulties
SO arose between France and England respecting North America
"N and the East Indies ; when disasters in war tarnished the giory of
. the British arms, and the Duke of Newcastle showed his inca-
2. pacity to meet the national crisis, Pitt commenced a furious oppo-
S «sition. OF course he was dismissed from office. But the Duke
SN of Newcastle could not do without him, and the king was obliged
 to call him into the cabinet as secretary of state, in 1756. But
~“rthe administration did not work. . The king opposed the views of
: ‘Pitt, and he was compelled to resign. Then followed disasters
: .. and mistakes. The resignation of the Duke of Newcastle became
., B0 imperative necessity# Despondency and gloom hung over the
_pation, and he was left without efficient aid in the House of Com-
) mons.  Nothing was left to the king but to call in the aid of the
?\):f, man he hated ; and Pitt, as well as Legge, were again reinstated,
= the Duke of Devonshire remaining nominally at the head of the
‘administration.

But this adjninistration only lasted five months, during which
Admiral Byng was executed, and the Seven Years’ War, of which
‘Frederic of Prussia was the hero, fairly commenced. In 1757
#Pitt and his colleague were again dismissed. But never was
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p‘o[:ular resentment more fierce and terrible, Again was the kin
nbliged to bend to the great commoner.” An arrangement w: :
rzllade, and a coalition formed. Pitt became secretary of state aa;
virtual premier, but the Duke of Newecasfle came in as~ﬁrst,lorr‘dm ’
:of the treasury. But Pitt selected the cabinet. His brother-in
iaw, Lord Temple, was made keeper of the privy seal, and i;olt;

Grenville was. made treasurer of the navy; Fox became pay-

*  master of the forces; the Duke of Bedford received ihe lord lieu.

tenancy of Ireland ; Hardwicke, the greatest lawyer of his age
became lord chancellor; Legge, the ablest financier, was mail;s
::hancel[or of the exchequer. Murray, a little while ,before haa
seen elevated to the bench, ‘as Lord Mansfeld, There : W
icarcely an eminent man in the House of Commons who was nzf\'\"‘ P
mafie a. member of the administration. All the talent ‘of  the bt
nation was laid at the feet of Pitt, and he
tion of the army and of foreign affairs,
i Then truly commenced the brilliant career of Pitt. He im
'%lately prosecuted hostilities with great boldness, and on a gigl:s-‘
:;lce f:;]rlled Immense armies werel raised and sent to all parts of
But‘uothing raised the reputation of Pitt so highly as military . :
operations in America. He planned, immediatelycon his assum X‘ i
tion of‘ Supreme power as virtual dictator of England, three ei; 0%
expeditions — one against Louisburg, a second arr::inst 'I"icondei: I
B.l'll(l a third against Fort Du Quesne. Two of Elese were atte dg ad‘ 8
with trumphant suceess, (1758.) o
Lo.msburg, which had been surrendered to France b the treat
of Aix la Chapelle, was reduced by General Amheyrst th z
ouly with a force of fourteen thousand men. &
General Forbes marched, with eight thousand mcn, against Fort

Du Quesne; but it was
Ny abandoned
reached it. oned by the enemy before he

had the supreme direc-

_thongeroga Wwas not, however, taken, although the expedition
Was conducted by General Ab ie, wi ‘
ercrombie, with i
e 3 a force of sixteen
T ; ilj I
3 Ai;us‘nearlv the largest military force ever known at one time
e t: i
ica was employed nearly a century ago, by William Pir,

tomposed of ﬁﬁ,} tho f
usand men, of whom twenty-tw A
Wwere regular troops. y-two thousan | 8
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_ The campaign of 1759 was attended with greater results than

"5 even that of the preceding year. General Ambherst succeeded Ab.
 ercrombie, and the plan for the reduction of Canada was intrusted
% to him for execution. Three great expeditions were projected :
" one was to be commanded by General Wolfe, who lad distin-

~ guished himself at the siege of Louisburg, and who' had orders
S0 from the war secretary to ascend the St. Lawrenee, escorted by
.the fleet, and lay siege to Quebee. The second army, of twelve

§ <\<'; thousand men, under General Amherst, was ordered to reduce
) Ticonderoga and Crown Point, cross Lake Champlain, and pro-

~, \ceed along the River Richelieu to the banks of the St. Lawrence,

| = join General Wolfe, and assist in the reduction of Quebec. - The
‘-.‘:E{ third army was sent to Fort Niagara, the most important post in
\' French America, since it commanded the lakes, and overawed
&= the whole country of the Six Nations. = After the reduction of this
"0 fort, the army was ordered down the 8t. Lawrence to besiege

Montreal.

That this project was magnificent, and showed the comprehen-
sive military gen'ius of Pitt, cannot be doubted. But that it was
easy of execution may well be questioned, when it is remembered

. that the navigation of the St. Lawrence was difficult and danger-

¢\ ous; that the fortifications and strength of Quebec were unrivalled

%" in the new world ; that the French troops between Montreal and

Quebec numbered nine thousand men, besides Indians,'commanded._

too, by so great a general as Montcalm.  Still all of these expe-

. ditions were successful; Quebec and Niagara were taken, and
N Crown Point and Ticonderoga were abandoned.

The most difficult part of the enterprise was the capture of

. Quebec, which was one of the most brilliant military exploits ever

\ performed, and which raised the English general to the very

summit of military fame. Fe was disappointed in the expected

codperation of General Amberst, and he had to take one of the

strongest fortresses in the world, defended by troops superior it

*" number to his own. He succeeded in climbing the almost per

« pendicular rock on which the fortress was built, and in overcoming

B ‘;\d a superior force. Wolfe died in the attack, but lived long enough

\\“\j to hear of the flight of the enemy. Nothing could exceed the

wmultuous joy in England with which the news of the fall of
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Qu‘ehec was received ; nothing could surpass the nteres. with
which the distant expedition was viewed ; and the depression of the
,F‘reflch was equal to the enthusiasm of the English. Wolfe gained
i!.Til. immortal name, and a monument was e:'f;:ted to him~ingWe~=t~
minster ;‘-S_h!ney. But Pitt reaped the solid and substantial advahn
mges which resulted from the conquest of Canada, which s:oh
f'clljuwed the reduction of Quebec. He became the ’nation’* ;1 1n
and was left to prosecute the various wars in which E'nui-u":(‘il 0 J
engaged, in his own way. T
W}_nie the English armies, under the direction of Pitt. were &
\s"a'_estmg from .the French nearly all their possessions in Ar;mrica' 3‘5\
(,31'5'9. was afi(img a new empire to the vast dominions of Greu: X
T%ma:n. India was conquered, and the British power firmly planted <
;1 ‘.he_ East. Mo.reover, the English allies on the continent — the “‘\
: h. :iq;zr;::;;;b?izzd ‘grelat \j?tories, which f-.fi]] be alludgd to n -
: : eric the Great. On all sides the Enolish were &
triumphant, and were intoxicated with joy. The stocksbrose and &
!h% bells 1‘ar.1g almost an incessant peal for victories. i
P et
. _ red the affections of the nation,
whose interests he sacrificed to those of his German electorate‘

wp 1 11 1
He had neither the qualities which make libertinism atfractive =

nor the qualities which make dulness respectable. He had be

A h_ﬁd son, and he made a worse father. Not one mawn;nimnen §
action is recorded of him, but many meannesses. Buta his ju U.s >
ment was sound, his habits economical, and his spirit bold. 'I{hZf; \

qualities prevented him fr ing i i i 1
ity hono;red.“' edghim from being despised, if they did not make +f

His grandson, George 1L, entered upon his long reign, Octob "
176(.), in the twenty-third year of his age, and I:'v.».?as u;iv T3 e
admitted to be the most powerful monarch in Christend e
_rathe::, the monarch of the most powerful kingdom. He ojmr;m
fus mims‘{efs: resolved to prosecute the war with vigor, ’and, p:rl?;}\'&
;r;eg; t?t;iizzml s;pglles.' The object of Pitt was the humiliation :;\
L ;"a‘ and Austria, and aI_so the protection of Prussia, i’

| g agamst almost overwhelming forces. He secured hig
ub.](ject by administering to the nation those draughts of flatt :
military glory which intoxicated the peopic e

FiTe
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However sincere the motives and brilliant the genius of the
minister, it was impossible that a practical nation should not awake

from the delusion which he so powerfully contributed to produce.

People at last inquired ¢ why England was to become a party in
& dispule between two. German powers, and why were the best
English resiments fighting on the Maine ? . What was 1t to the
busy shopkeeper of London that the Tower guns were discharged,
and the streets illuminated, if he were to be additionally taxed?

S Statesmen began to calculate the enormous sums which had been

wasted in an expensive war, where nothing had been gained but
glory  Besides, jealousies and enmities sprung up against Pitt.

B Some were offended by his haughtiness, and others were estranged
X by his withering invective. And his enemies were numerous and
. powerful. Even the cabinet ministers, who were his friends,
o turned against him. He wished to declare war against Spain,
& while the natisn was bleeding at every pore. But the cabinet
. could not be persuuaded of the necessity of the war, and Pitt, of
\\com‘se resigned. But it was inevitable, and took plaze under his
\:: successor.  Pitt left the helm of state with honor. He received a

pension of three thousand pounds a year, and his wife was made
a baroness.
The Earl of Bute succeeded him as premier, and was the first

S ¢ Tory minister since the accession of the house of Hanover. His

""ﬁ
'\.}

watchword was prerogative. The sovereign should no longer be
a gilded puppet, but a real king — an impossible thing in England.

s ="But his schemes pleased the king, and Oxford University, and Dr.

5

Johnson ; while his administration was assailed with a host of libels
from Wilkes, Churchill, and other kindred firebrands.

His main act was the peace he secured to Europe. The Whigs
railed at it then, and rail at it now ; and Macaulay falls in with the

% lamentation of his party, and regrets that no bettef terms should

have been made. But what can satisfy the ambition of England?
The peace of Paris, in 1763, stipulated that Canada, with the
Island of St. John, and Cape Breton, and all that part of Lousi-

- “ana which lies east of the Mississippi, except New Orleans, should

be ceded to Great Britain, and that the fortifications of Dunkirk

should be destroyed ; that Spain should relinquish ler claim to fish

on tne Ranks of Newfoundland, shou.a permit the English to cul
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mahogany on the shores of Honduras Bay. and cede Florida and:
Minorca to Great Britain. Tn return for these things, the French
were permitted to fish on the Banks of Ncwfound land, and the
Islands of Martinique, Guadal loupe, Belleisle, and St. Lucia wera
restored to them, and Cuba was restored to Spain.

The peace of Paris, in 17683, constitutes an epoch; and we
hence turn to survey the condition of France since the death of
Louis XIV., and also other continental powers.
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