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Napoleon and Maria Louisa were celebrated at Vienna, the per
son of the former being represented by his favorite Berthier. A
few days afterwards she set out for France ; and her marriage, o
a domestic point of view, was happy. Josephine had the advan:
tage over her in art and grace, but she was superior in the charms
of simplicity and modesty. “It is singular,” says Sir Walter
Scott, * that the artificial character should have belonged to the
daughter of a West India planter; that, marked by npature and
simplicity, to a princess of the proudest court in Europe.”
Meanwhile, the war in Spain was prosecuted, and Napoleon
was master of its richest and most powerful provinces. Seventy-
five thousand men in Andalusia, under Soult; fifty thousand under
Marmont, in Leon ; sixty thousand under Bessiéres, at Valladolia
and Biscay ; forty-five thousand under Macdonald, at Gerona, to

= "3\ guard Catalonia ; thirty thousand under Suchet, twenty thousand

O

under Joseph and Jourdan, fifieen thousand under Régnier, besides
many more thousand troops in the various garrisons,—in all over

™ 'three hundred thousand men,— held Spain in military subjection.

N
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Against these immense forces, marshalled under the greatest gen:

\\; erals of France, Spain and ber allies could oppose only about
5 yéty thousand men, for the most part ill diseiplined and equipped,

The vital point of resistance was to be found shut up within the
walls of Cadiz, which made a successful defence. But Tortosa,
Tarragona, Saguntam, and Valentia, after making most desperate
resistance, fell. But Wellington gained, on the other hand, the
great battle of Albuera, one of the bloodiest ever fought, and
which had a great effect n raising the spirits of his army and of
the Spaniards. The tide of French conquest was arrested, and
the English learned from their enemics those arts of war whick
had hitherto made Napoleon triumphant.

Tn the next campaign of 1812, new successes were obtaited by
Wellington, and against almost overwhelming difficulties. He
renewed the siege of Badajoz, and carried this frontier fortress,
which enabled him now to aet on the offensive, and to enter the
Spanish territories. The fall of Ciudad Rodrigo was attended
with the same important consequences. Wellington now aimed
to reduce the French force on the Peninsula, although vastly supe-
rior to his own. He had only sixty thousand men ; but, with this
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torce, he invaded Spain, defended by three hundred thousand.
Salamanca was the first place of consequence which fell: Mar-
mont was totally defeated. Wellington advanced to Madrid, which
he entered the 12th of August, amic the enthusiastic shouts of the
Spanish population. Soult was obliged to raise the siege of Ca liz,

abandon Andalusia, and hasten to meet the great English genera{,i:.’\i-—\
.E.“. '} /

who had turned the tide of French aggression. Wellington was® ¢
compelled, of course, to retire before the immense forces which® >
were marching against him, and fell back to Salamanca, and:
afterwards to Ciudad Rodrigo. The campaign, on the part of the
English, is memorable in the annals of successful war, and the
French power was effectually weakened, if it was not destroyed.
In the midst of these successes, Napoleon prepared for his disas-
trous invasion of Russia j the most gigantic and most unfortunate

* expedition in the whole history of war.

- Napoleon was probably induced to invade Russia in order to
keep up the succession of victories. He felt that, to be secure,
he must advance; that, the moment he sought repose, his throne
would begin to totter ; that nothing would sustain the enthusiasm of
his countrymen but new triumphs, commensurate with his greatness
and fame. Some, however, dissuaded him from the undertaking,
not only because it was plainly aggressive and unnecessary, but
because it was impolitic. Three hundred thousand men were fight-
mg in Spam to establish his family on the throne of the Bourbons;
and the rest of Europe was watching his course, with the intens
tion of assailing him so soon as he should meet with misfortunes.

But neither danger nor difficulty deterred Napoleon from the
ccmmission of a gigantic crime, for which no reasonable apology
could be given, and which admits of no palliation. He made,
however, a fearful mistake, and his rapid downfall was the result.
Providence permitted him to humble the powers of Europe, but
did r.ot design that he should be permanently aggrandized by their
misfortunes.

The forces of all the countries he had subdued were marshalled
with the French in this dreadful expedition, and nothing but enthu-
siasm was excited in all the dominions of the empire. The army
of invas?.on amount€d to above five hundred thousand wmen, onl.y -
two hundred thousand of whom were native French. To oppose
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this enormous force, the Russians collected about three hundred
housand men ; but Napoleon felt secure of victory

On the banks of the Niemen he reviewed the principal corps
of his army, collected from so many countries, and for the support
of which they were obliged to contribute. On the 24th of June,
he and his hosts crossed the river; and never, probably, in the
bistory of man, was exhibited a more splendid and imposing
Bcene.

The Russians retreated as the allied armies advanced ; and, on
the 28th of June, Napoleon was at Wilna, where he foolishly
remained seventeen days— the greatest military blunder of his
‘ife. The Emperor Alexander hastened to Moscow, collected his
armaments, and issued proclamations to his subjects, which excited
them to the highest degree of enthusiasm to defend their altars
and their firesides.

Both armies approached Smolensko about the 16th of July, and
there was fought the first great battle of the campaign. The
town was taken, and the Russians retreated towards Moscow.
But before this first conflict began, a considerable part of the army
had per_ished'f'rom sickness and fatigne. At Borodino, another
bloody battle was fought, in which more men were killed and
wounded than in any battle which history records. Napoleon, in
this battle, did not exhibit his usual sagacity or energy, being,
. perhaps, overwhelmed with anxiety and fatigue. His dispirited
and broken army continued the march to Moseow, which was
reached the 14th of September. The Sacred City of the Russians
. was abandoned by the army, and three hundred thousand of the
inhabitants fook to flight. Napoleon had scarcely entered the
. “deserted capital, and taken quarters in the ancient palace of the
%\ zzars, before the city was discovered to be on fire in several places;
aiid even the Kremlin itself was soon enveloped in flames. Whe
could have believed that the Russians would have burnt their
capital 7 Such an event surely never entered into a Frenchman’s
ncad. The consternation and horrors of that awful conflagration

J ean never be described, or even conceived. Pillage and murder

" could scarcely aad to the universal wretchedness.  Execration,
indignation, and vengeance filled the breasts of both the conquerors
and the conquered. But who were the conquerors ? Alas! those
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only, who witnessed the complicated miseries and awful destruc-
ton of the retreating army, have answered.

The retreat was the saddest tragedy ever acted by man, but
cendered inevitable after the burning of Moscow, for Napoleon
zould not have advanced to St. Petersburg. For some time, he
lingered in the vicinity of Moscow, hoping for the submission of
Russia. Alexander was too wise to treat for peace, and Napoleon

‘and his diminished army, loaded, however, with the spoil of

Moscow, commenced his retreat, in a hostile and desolate country,

* harassed by the increasing troops of the enemy. Soon, however,
_heavy frosts commenced, unusual even in Russia, and the roads

were strewed by thousands who perished from fatigue and cold.
The retreat became a rout; for order, amid general destruction and
despair, could no longer be preserved. The Cossacks, too, hung -
upon the rear of the retreating army, and cut off thousands whom

‘the elements had spared. In less than a week, thirty thousand

horses died, and the famished troops preyed upon their remains.
The efforts of Napoleon proved in vain to procure provisions for the
men, or forage for the horses. Disasters thickened, and all aban- *
doned themselves to despair. Of all the awful scenes which
appalled the heart, the passage of the Beresina was the most
dreadful. When the ice was dissolved in the following spring,
twelve thousand dead bodies were found upon the shore. The
shattered remnants of the Grand Army, after unparalleled suffer-
ing, at length reached the bank of the Niemen. Not more than
twenty thousand of the vast host with which Napoleon passed
Smolensko left the Russian territory.  Their course might be
traced by the hones which afterwards whitened the soil. But =
before the -Polish territories were reached, Napoleon had deserted
lis army, and bore to Paris himself the first intelligence of his
great disaster. One hundred and twenty-five thousand of lus
troops had died in battle, one hundred and nirety thousand had
been taken prisoners, and one hundred and thirty-two thousand
had died of cold, fatigue and famine. Only eighty thousand had
escaped, of whom twenty-five thousand were Austrians and
eighteen thousand were Prussians. The annals of the world
furnish no example of so complete an overthrow of so vast =u
armament, or so terrible a retribution to a vain-glorieus nation.
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This calamity proved the chief cause of Napoleon’s overtnrow
Had he retained his forces to fight on the defensive, he woula
have been too strong for his enemies; but, by his Russian cam-
paign, he lost a great part of his veteran troops, and the veneration
of his countrymen.

His failure was imfediately followed by the resurrection of
Germany. Both Austria and Prussia threw off the ignominious
yoke he had imposed, and united with Russia to secure their
ancient liberties. The enthusiasm of the Prussians was unbounded,
and immense preparations were made by all the allied powers for
a new campaign. Napoleon exerted all the energies, which had
ever distinguished him, to rally his exhausted countrymen, and a
large numerical force was again raised. But the troops were
chiefly conscripts, young men, unable to endure the fatigue which
his former soldiers sustained, and no longer inspired with their
sentiments and ideas.

The campaign of 1813 was opened in Germany, signalized
by the battles of Lutzen and Bautzen, in which the French had
the advantage. Saxony still remained true to Napoleon, and he
established his head-quarters in Dresden. The allies retreated,
but only to prepare for more vigorous operations. England nobly
assisted, and immense supplies were sent to the mouth of the
Elbe, and distributed immediately through Germany. While
these preparations were going on, the battle of Vittoria, in Spain,
was fought, which gave a death blow to French power in the
Peninsula, and placed Wellington in the front rank of generals.
Napoleon was now more than ever compelled to act on the defen-
sive, which does not suit the genius of the French character, and
he resolved to make the Elbe the base of his defensive operations.
His armies, along this line, amounted to the prodigious number of
four hundred thousand men; and Dresden, the head-quarters of
. Napaoleon, presented a scene of unparalleled gayety and splendor,
of licentiousness, extravagance, and folly. But Napoleon was

vpposed by equally powerful forces, under Marshal Blucher, the.

Prussian general, a veteran seventy years of age, and Prince
~, Schwartzenberg, who commanded the Austrians. But these im-
mense armies composed not one half of the forces arrayed in
desperate antagonism. Nine hundred thousand men in arms
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encircled the French empire, which was defended by seven hun-
dred thousand.

The allied forces marched upon Dresden, and a dreadful battle
was fought, on the 27th of August, beneath its walls, which resulted
w the retreat of the allies, and in the death of General Moreﬁu,
who fought against his old commander. But Napoleon was una-
ble to remain long in that elegant capital, having exhausted his
provisions and forage, and was obliged to retreat. On the 15th
of Octohar was fought the celebrated battle of Leipsic, in which
a greater number of men were engaged than in any previous bat-
tle during the war, or probably in' the history of Europe—two &,
hundred and thirty thousand against one hundred and sixty thou- *
sand. The triumph of the allies was complete. Napoleon was
overpewered by the overwhelming coalition of his enemies. He
had nothing to do, after his great discomfiture, but to retreat to
France, and place the kingdom in the best defence in his power.
Misfortunes thickened in every quarter; and, at the close of the
campaign, France retained but a few fortresses beyond the Rhine.
The contest in Germany was over, and French domination in that
country was at an end. Out of four hundred thousand men, only
eighty thousand recrossed the Rhine. So great were the conse
yuences of the battle of Leipsic, in which the genius of Napoleon
was exhibited as in former times, but which availed nothing against
vastly superior forces. A grand alliance of all the powers of
Europe was now arrayed against Napoleon — from the rock of
Gibraltar to the shores of Archangel ; from the banks of the
Scheldt to the margin of the Bosphorus ; the mightiest confedera-
tion ever known, but indispensably necessary. The greatness of
Napoleon is seen in his indomitable will in Tesisting this confed-
eration, when his allies had deserted him, and when his own sub-
jects were no longer inclined to rally around his standard. He
still held out, even when over a million of men, from the dift
ferent states that he had humbled, were rapidly hemming him
round and advancing to his capital. Only three hundred and
fifty thousand men nominally remained to defend his frontiers,
while his real effective army amounted to little over one hundred
thousand men. A million of his soldiers in eighteen months had
nerished, and where was he to look for recruits ?

41 %
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On the 31st of December, 1814, fourteen hundred and seven
years after the Suevi, Vandals, and Burgundians erossed the Rhine
and entered without opposition the defenceless provinces of Gaul,
the united Prussians, Austrians, and Russians crossed the same
river, and invaded the territories of the modern Cesar. They
rapidly advanced towards Paris, and Napoleon went forth from his
capital to meet them. His cause, however, was now desperate :
but he made great exertions, and displayed consummate abilities,
so that the forces of his enemies were for a time kept at bay.
Battles were fought and won by both sides, without decisive
results. Slowly, but surely, the allied armies advanced, and
gradually surrounded him. By the 80th of March, they were
encamped on the heights of Montmartre ; and Paris, defenceless
and miserable, surrendered to the conquerors. They now refused
to treat with Napoleon, who, a month before, at the conference of
Chatillon, might have retained his throne, if he had consented to
reign over the territories of France as they were before the Revo-
lution. Napoleon retired to Fontainebleau ; and, on the 4th of
April, he consented to abdicate the throne he no longer could

defend. His wife returned to her father’s protection, and nearly

every person of note or consideration abandoned him. On the
11th, he formally abdicated, and the house of Bourbon was re-
stored. He himself retired to the Island of Elba, but was allowed
two million five hundred thousand francs a year, the title of em-
peror, and four hundred soldiers as his body guard. His farewell
address to the soldiers of his old guard, at Fontainebleau, was pa-
thetic und eloquent. They retained their attachment amid general
desertion and baseness. :

Josephine did not long survive the fall of the hero she had loved,
and with whose fortunes her own were mysteriously united. She
died on the 28th, and her last hours were soothed by the presence
of the Emperor Alexander, who promised to take her childrer
under his protection. Of all the great monarchs of his age.
he was the most extensively beloved and the most profoundly
respected.

The allies showed great magnanimity and moderation after their
viccory. The monarchy of France was established nearly as it
was before the Revolution, and the capital was not rifled of anv of
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its monuments, curiosities, or treasures — not even of those which
Napoleon had brought from Italy. Nor was there a military con
tribution imposed upon the people. The allies did not make war
to destroy the kingdom of France, but to dethrone a monarch wha

had proved himself to be the enemy of mankind. The peace of .5

Paris was signed by the plenipotentiaries of France, Great Britain.
Russia, Prussia, and Austria, on the 80th of April; and Christen.
dom, at last, indulged the hope that the awful conflict had ended,
The Revolution and its offspring Napoleon were apparently sup-
pressed, after more than three millions of men had perished in the
struggle on the part of France and of her allies alone.

Great changes had taken place in the sentiments of all classes,
since the commencement of the contest, twenty years before, and
its close excited universal joy. In England, the enthusiasm was
unparalleled, and not easy to be conceived. The nation, in its

_gratitude to Wellington, voted him four hundred thousand pounds,

and the highest military triumphs. Tt also conferred rewards and
Lionors on his principal generals; for his successful op rations in
Spain were no slight cause of the overthrow of Napole .

But scarcely were these rejoicings terminated, before Napoleon ¢
escaped from Elba, and again overturned the throne®of he Bour-
bons. The impolitic generosity and almost inconceivabl rashness
of the allies had enabled Napoleon to carry on extensive intrigues
in Paris, and to collect a respectable force on the island »f which
he was constituted the sovereign ; while the unpopularit - and im-
politic measures of the restored dynasty singularly favred any
scheme which Napoleon might have formed. The disbr uding of
an immense military force, the humiliation of those vete=ans whe
still associated with the eagles of Napoleon the glory of France,
the derangement of the finances, and the discontents of 10 many
people thrown out of employment, naturally prepared the way for .
the return of the hero of Marcngo and Austerlitz.

On the 26th of February, he gave a brilliant ball to the prine:
pal people of the island, and embarked the same evening, with
eleven hundred troops,. to regain the sceptre which hsd been
wrested from him only by the united powers of Europe. On the
1st of March, his vessels cast anchor in the Gulf of St. ] uan, on
the coast of Prevence; and Napoleon immediately commenced
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nis march, having unfurled the tricolored flag. As he anticipated
he was welcomed by the people, and the old cry of « Vive I Em
pereur ” saluted his ears.

The court of the Bourbons made vigorous preparations of resiste
. ance, and the armies of France were intrusted to those marshals
who owed thsir elevation to Napoleon. Soult, Ney, Augereau,
Massena, Oudinot, all protested devotion to Louis XVIIL; and
Ney promised the king speedily to return to Paris with Napoleon

*"in an iron cage. But Ney was among the first to desert the cause

of law and legitimacy, and threw himself into the arms of the
emperor. He could not withstand the arts and the eloguence of

that great hero for whose cause he had so long fought. The de- -

fection of the whole army rapidly followed. The king was obliged
to fly, and Napoleon took possession of his throne, amid the uni-
versal transports of the imperial party in France.

The intelligence of his restoration filled Europe with consterna-
jon, rage, and disuppointment, and greater preparations were
made than ever to subdue a man who respected neither treaties nor
the interests of his country. The unparalleled sum of one hun-
dred and ten millions of pounds sterling was decreed by the British
genate for varfous purposes, and all the continental powers made
proportibnatc exertions. The genius of Napoleon never blazed
so brightly as in preparing for his last desperate conflict with
united Christendom ; and, considering the exhaustion of'\his coun-
* try, the forces which he collected were astonishing. Before the
beginning of June, two hundred and twenty thousand veteran sol-
diers were completely armed and equipped ; a great proof of the
enthusinstic ardor which the people felt for Napoleon to the last.

“The Duke of Wellington had eighty thousand effective men
under his command, and Marshal Blucher one hundred and ten
thousand, These forces were to unite, and march to Paris through
Flanders. It was arranged that the Austrians and Russians-should

‘nvade France first, by Befort and Huningen, i order to attract

the-enemy’s principal forces to that quarter.

Napoleon’s plan was to collect all his forces into one mass, and
boldly to place them between the English and Prussians, and
attack them separately. He had under his command one hundred
and twenty thousand veteran troops, and therefore, not unreason
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ably, expected to combat successfully the one hundred and
ninety thousand of the enemy. He forgot, however, that he had
to oppose Wellington and Blucher.

On the 18th of June was performed the last sad act of the great 3

tragedy which had for twenty years convulsed Europe with blood
and tears. All the combatants on that eventful day undestocd
the nature of the contest, and the importance of the battle. A
Waterloo, Napoleon staked his last throw in the desperate game
he had hazarded, and lost it; and was ruined, irrevocably an¢
forever.

Little signified his rapid flight, his attempt to defend Paris, or
his readiness to abdicate in favor of his son. The allied powers
again, on the 7th of July, entered Paris, and the Bourbon dynasty
was restored.

Napoleon retired to Rochefort, hoping to escape his enemies

and reach America. It was impossible. He then resolved to X

throw himself upon the generosity of the English. He was
removed to St. Helena, where he no longer stood a chance to
become the scourge of the nations, And there, on that lonely
island, in the middle of the ocean, guarded most effectually by
his enemies, his schemes of conquest ended. He supported his
hopeless captivity with tolerable equanimity, showing no signs of
remorse for the injuries he had inflicted, but meditating profoundly
on the mistakes he had committed, and conjecturing vainly on the
course he might have adopted for the preservation of his power.
How idle were all his conjectures and meditations ! His fall
was decreed in the councils of Heaven, and no mortal strength
aould have prevented his overthrow. His mission of blood was
ended; and his nation, after its bitter humiliation, was again te
enjoy repose. But he did not live in vain. He lived as a messen-
ger of divine vengeance to chastise the objects of divine indigna
tion. He lived to show to the world what a splendid prize human
energy could win; and yet to show how vain, after all, was mili
tary glory, and how worthless is the enjoyment of any victory
purchased by the sufferings of mankind. - He lived to point the
melancholy moral, that war, for its own sake, is a delusion, a
mockery, and a snare, and that the greater the elevation to which
unlawfal ambition can raise a man, the greater will be his
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subsequent humiliation ; that “ pride goeth before destruction, and
a haughty spirit before a fall.”

The allied sovereigns of Europe insisted on the restoration of
the works of art which Napoleon had pillaged. ¢ The bronzed
horses, brought from Corinth to Rome, again resumed their old
station in the front of the Church of St. Mark ; the Transfiguration

adorned St. Peter’s; the Venus was enshrined with new beauty
at Florence ; and the Descent from the Cross was replaced in the
Cathedral of Antwerp.” By the treaty which restored peace to
Europe for a generation, the old dominions of Austria, Prussia,
Russia, Spain, Holland, and ltaly were restored, and the Bourbons
again reigned over the ancient provinces of France. Popular
liberty on the continent of Europe was entombed, and the dreams
of revolutionists were unrealized ; but suffering proved a beneficial

\ “.was restored to the Vatican; the Apollo and the Laocoon again

< Sordeal, and prepared the nations of Europe to appreciate, more
T z
N5 than ever, the benefits and blessings of peace.
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CHAP XXXII. COMPLEXITY OFf MOUDERN HISTORY.

CHAPTER XXXII.
EUROPE ON THE FALL OF NAPOLEON.

It would be interesting to trace the history of the civilized world
aince the fall of Napoleon; but any attempt to bring within the
limits of a history like this a notice of the great events which
nave happened for thirty-five years, would be impossible. And
even a notice as extended as that which has been presented of the
events of three hundred years would be unsatisfactory to all minds.

The common reader is familiar with the transactions of the‘}.

present generation, and reflections on them would be sure to excite
the prejudices of various parties and sects. A chronological table

of the events which have transpired since the downfall of Napoleon) -/
is all that can be attempted. The author contemplaies a continu- * |

ation of this History, which will present more details, collected

from original authorities. The history of the different American
States, since the Revolution; the administration of the various
presidents ; the late war with Great Britain; the Seminole and
Mexican wars ; the important questions discussed by Congress ; the
contemporary history of Great Britain under George V., William
IV., and Victoria ; the conquests in India and China ; the agitations

of Ireland ; the great questions of Reform, Catholic Emancipation, ¢ -

Education,and Free Trade ; the French wars in Africa; the Turk-
ish war; the independence of the Viceroy of Egypt ; the progress
of Russian territorial aggrandizement; the fall of Poland: the
Spanish rebellion; the independence of the South American states’;
the Dutch and Belgic war; the two last French revolutions ; tha
great progress made in arts and sciences, and the various attempts
in different nations to secure liberty ; — these, and other great sub-
jects, can only be properly discussed in a separate work, and even
theri cannot be handled by any one, however extraordinary his
talents or attainments, without ircurring the imputation of grea'
audacity, which only the wants cf the public can excuse.

In concluding the present History, a very brief notice of: the




