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CHAPTER XIH.

James procfaimed king of England.—Question of the Succession.—Sir Robert Carey's
ride to Edinburgh.—James quits Scotland.—His progress to London.—His system
of punishments and rewards.—Cecil’s influence.—The coronation.—Raleigh, Cobham,
Grey, and others arrested on charges of conspiracy,—The two plots.—Tnal of
Raleigh.—His conviction and long imprisonment.—Conferences at Hampton Court.
—Meeting of Parliament.—Contest between the Kingand the House of Commons
upon a question of Privilege.—Statutes of this session.—Wardship.—Purveyance.—
Temper of the Commons.—Peace with Spain.—James proclaimed king of Great

Britain.—Character of James.

QuEEN Elizabeth died at Richmond at three o’clock in the
morning of the 24th of March. Before ten o’clock of that day
James, king of Scotland, was proclaimed as her successor. Cecil,
and others of the Council who were favourable to the claim of James
to the English throne, were about the queen during her last illness,
and lost not 2 moment in taking the important step of proclaiming
him to the people. 1t was a wise decision; for, although the title
of the descendants of Margaret, queen of Scots, was clear, accord
ing to the principle of hereditary succession, the statute of the 35th
of Henry VIII., gave that king power to dispose of the succession
to the crown by will, and in his will he passed over the descendants
of Margaret. The parlimentary title was thus placed in opposition
to the hereditary claim. There were descendants in existence of
Mary, duchess of Suffolk, the younger sister of Henry VIII. To
lord Beauchamp, one of these, it may be supposed that Eliza-
beth alluded, in the speech ascribed to her that she would have no
“rascal * as her successor. Other titles to the throne were talked
of. however remote, amonost which that of Arabella Stuart was

most prominent. The queen’s political sagacity would naturally
have pointed out the king of Scotland as the successor whose
claim would have been recognised with the jeast confusion; and
she probably would not have hesitated, in her dying hour, howevet
she might have unwillingly entertained the question at previous
seasons, had she not had sufficient reason to think meanly of the
He was weak and untruthfol. Their natures

character of James.
There was no love between them.

were essentially opposite.

JAMES PROCLAIMED. KING.—QUIES SCOTLAND 239

Sir Robert:Carey, at the moment of Elizabeth’s death, i
a token—fram ladw Scrope, his sister, . that -th.e great u:e‘:el‘-ﬂﬁii
}):z:-ie?; ;‘;wﬁag‘ aite rfa]placid sleep. With the rmg tha.t 1?;2; Iai}l;gg;
ger of her mistress, Car 5 :
s‘aturclay night; after an extmol"(iinﬁr? rifl{:zefd t;‘;;esgﬂl‘lﬁﬂd- ois
nfghtS, t%ae alert: courtier was: on._his knees) before Ja i
him:as kl'ng of England, with the royal ring as| his cred -m?'s_to e
bad obt:_nned_ the start of the slow messenger of th: lin'lm}‘ Cani“y
who artived i Edinburgh om the following Tuesday, . On thoe ko
I-.‘,\pl'llr' James,_ having attended the service in &eyﬁ-iohn(_‘he s
St. Giles, delivered a farewel] harangue to the ean Z ti lifffl'l 5
on, the s5th he took: his departure from Edinburﬁlfr g:l'mn.‘ -
:._zne of Denmark, and his children wereleft behind C:u:jeff:i::
is, progress towards Loadon. :and. / 5 st :
and sc!’ f-sufficient natare., i\-‘i,en 23.‘\?31@01}',::;::; rfr(s;:'"l:a:f h;ﬁ_ '-;»’3"‘53
at the joundan:on of English liberty and order despiseﬂ J" I:lc o
w_hca was coming o rule over them. A cut,-'purse Was} ‘]5‘ s
I\.Iewark, who had fellowed the court from Berwickl- upbu ‘}? v
king sent a warrant. to ‘the recorder of Newark l(; bl:::*a “ti ml:l:'he
'hangt?d. Thewise perceived the approach ef an i-a-nnrant desle L =
in tin_-“ contenipt. of the, ordinary course of just‘:;ce'-' ¥ Lh e
new klll';__‘:." writes Harrington;“hath han;féd ORE Than i)e;fnré T;a: ng
tried ;. tis strangely: dones- now. if the, wind bloweth thus, wh -lfrfas
not aman be tried-before he hath offended 2. 2. Bat Iau;;s's'gé{‘ay
of kingly rewardswas-as; absard.as bis notion, of l;incrl).-l -im'}(;:l
mem‘s_. Dufing his jeurney: of thirty-twe days from Erlir.blfr. i:st :
LA,":nqun. he shaowered the Hononn of kaightheod on twyo hundfaga ;
thirty-sevenl gentlemen: who were presented to him. ll:Ilizahe‘lth
bestowed such honours sparingly upon her statesmien and soldiars
James r}mde _th_e noblest title of the old chivaliy n'diculous.l =
wfie?euila.?%tgls]grogmss te London. James feasted at many: heuses;
i ‘l. JJ'.'I, the tokens 'of wealth. and luxury to which be was
ittle Ubt;'d. He at last rested at: Theobalds, Avhére the adroit- Cecil
made his armpgements for a long tenure ‘of '‘power-  The kin
enterect London on' the 7th: of May. Meanwhile Eiizabe:h ha.g;
been f{l]]r)\?’ct] to 'her: grave at: Westminster by fifteen. hundred
iz:ric;n?t‘:n in moumiug. Many of her late subje;:ts. were looking tg
el - geessor for rehlefr _l'rom the pf.-nai laws, which. obstrueted
ucHan, as. well:as Papist inithe exercise of their religion. Before
J,«'_!mes reachod London:a petition, was présented to h?m signed b ‘
eight hundred and twenty-five.ministers- from va:ieus: ‘zzgmmias,g
’ ?
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desiring the redress of eeclesiastical' abuses. Tn the State Paper
Office ‘there is an address to him from the Catholics of England,
imploring “ the free exercise of their religion, in private if not in
public; by sufferance if not with approbation.”*" " Some of the
Romanists; however, expected more‘from the newking than toleras
tion.” Inaletter ‘dated from Rome, May 13th, of Robert Parsons;
the Jesuit, he' hopes the king may become a Catholie ; -says thei:e
are prayers for him 'in the seminaries ; and statés that the pope is
delighted with the kin’s book, “ Basilicon Doron””§¥ There'can
be no doubt that, before the death of Elizabeth, James had prom-
ised that the Roman' Catholics should be tolerated. = Within three
months of his arrival ‘in Tionden, some of the leading recusants
were ‘assured that the fines for' recusancy should ‘no longer be
enforeed; and'in the following year'the sum paid-asfines was very
small.  ‘That the king had no large views “of 1olération was soon
evident. - He bestowed somehonours and lucrative places on afew,
tipon a principle which he avowed when objeetion was_madc fo
Jord 'Henry Howard, a Catholie, havinga seatin the Cou:}::d; James
saying that by this tame duck he hoped to’take many vfsld ones.
In Juse, the queen 'of James, and his eldest son prince Henry
areived in England. The coronation "took' 'place on' the’ 25th of
July, amidst the glootm and’ consternation of the people f’f Londpn,
fori'the plagte was making the most fearful ravages ‘in the eity.
The sight ‘of | the' pageant was confined to 'the nobility and the
court, | On this ‘account, as alleged, a parliament ‘was not sum-
mioned; according to the usual course upon the acces.sion of a new
sovereign. ‘Ambassadors came from the United Provinces, fromthe
archduke of Awustria, and from' Henry 1V, to congrat!llate the new
king of England.  To all of them James made pr.ofesszo.ns of peace.
Sully, the minister of France; was there' to sustain the influence of
his master.  He did'so by the power of gold, and not by the ‘sym-
pathies of friendship; as in'thetime of the great queen. S:xlly wore.
mourning for Elizabeth. when he first appeared’ at ‘James s _murt,
biit-he was soon told thatisuch a tribute of respect:was dls?gree-
ablé, and that'at' Whitehall her name must no Jongerbe mentioned.
At the death of Elizabeth, the rivalry which had sprung up be-
tween Robert Cecil and Raleigh was to have its- triumph, in till’T
éonfirmed favour of James to the minister with wh?m e had fm"
some fime been iniseeret ‘communication. - Thewily Becretary ;:
State was far too strongfor the bold ‘Captaifi of ‘the 'Guard. -~ The

# 4 Oalerdar of State Papers,”” edited by Mrs. Green, p. 5. 15id. p.8¢
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adroit politician, weak of body but‘close and circumspect; would be
secure of his advantage over the accomplished soldier and naviga-
tor, even if James had net manifested a personal dislike for Ra-
leigh. It was unnecessary for'Cecil to have written, within a week
of the queen’s death; that the ‘Couneil had “stayed the Journey of
the captain of the guard; who was conducting many suiters to the
king.””# If they had' met; James would probably ‘have insulted
the: man whose most ardent passion ‘was'tb diminish the power of
Spain, while James would 'have Taid England ‘and ‘Scotland at her
feet. - So Raleigh was deprived: of ‘his offices ; and within a few
months was under a charge of ‘high ‘tréason:  Hume, in a very
bricf.relation of “the discovery of a conspiracy to 'subvert the gov-
ernment, and to fix on:the throne Arabella ‘Stuart, a near relation
of the-king by the family of Lennox; and descended equally from
Henry V11,7 mixes up the accounts of two alleged’ conspiracies.
He says Roman Catholic priestsy lord Grey, a puritan ; lord €ob-
ham, a-profligate man, and Raleich, a fréethinker + were engared
in “a conspiracy;” and he asks “what cement could unite men-of
such discordant principles, iin so dangerons 2 combination 22 The
Reman Catholic conspitacy was whollydifferent frem that in which
Raleigh, Cobham,and Grey were accused of ‘éngagings and was
known as  the treason‘of the ipriests,” or the Bye,the ' cant
word:by which it wasi designated upon-tlié ‘trials of the accused.
Its object was to seize the person of the king. ' The other treason
was knaown as the:* Main; > and its purposes were so il defined,
that, half a century afterwards, it was described, by:Rushworth; as
“adark’kind of treason;” the author of ‘the % Historieal ' Collec-
tions ” adding, | in his time the veil still restéd ‘upon it”  Subse-
quent investigitions have not'withdrawn the veil.  Cobham;a YETy
weak man, thongh possessed of great power from his position; had
taken part with Raleigh inhis jealousy of the earl of Essex: and
James, who considered that Essex had been saerificed through his
anxiety to promote that claim to' the 'suctession which Elizabeth
did not.-recognize, held them!both'in great ‘dislike - ‘Cecil, who was
equally unitedswith them in jealousy of Essex, Had propitiated the
King of Scotland; and to him was confided the chief power of the
government when James came to the English throne. There is
little in-these alleged treasons that ‘deserves any minute relation,
except as they involve the trial and conviction of ‘ene of the most
remarkable men in the history of ‘our country. ' The mind of Ra-

% ** Calendar of State Papers,” p. 2.

VoL. III.—i16
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leigh never was exhibited in a more heroic attitude than in his coms
duct on this memorable trial

On the 17th November, 1603, a Special Commission was held

at Winchester, the plague then raging in Lordon and other parts.
Sir Walter Raleigh had been indicted on the previous 2ist of Aw
gust; upon a charge of high treason; thie overt acts alleged being
that he had conferred with lord Cobbam as: to: advancing Arabella
Stuart to the crown of England, dispossessing the king: and that
it was arranged: that-lord Cobbam should go to the king of Spain
and the archduke of Awstria, to! obtain six hundred thousand
crowns for the support of Arabella’s title. It was also alleded in
the indictment that Cobham communicated the plan to George
Brooke, and that they both, said “ there ‘never  wonld be a good
world in England till the king and his. cubs were: taken away ;!
that Cobham wrote fo count Aremberg for the six: liundréd: thou-
sand crowns, which Aremberg: promised to give ; and:thdt Raleigh
was, to, receive eight thousand crowns. Raleigh pleaded  Not
Guilty.

The conduct of the Attorney-General upon this trialy was: such
as made even Cecil remonstrate against his unfairness. Coke’s
brutality to. the prisoner remains as a perpetual warning to..the bar
and the bench, that if the character of the gentleman: is ever pubi
licly dissociated from that:of the lawyer in the administration of
justice, the greatest learning, the most elevated rank; will not save
the trickster or the bully from the contempt of ‘his own generation
and of future:times; Coke began by declaring that the tréason:of
Raleigh was “the treason of the sadz, the others were! the Jya”
and then went on; ta mix hitk up, as the: historian has done, with
both treasoms, , “ I pray you, gentlemen of the jury,” said Raleigh;
+ remember I am Bot charged with the §ye; which was the treason
of the priests.” To this quiet observation Coke replied, “ Youare
not ; but yeur lordships will see that all these treasons; though
they consisted of several points, closed in: togetber, like Samson’s
foxes, which were joined in the tails; though their heads were sevs
ered.”  Let us pursue this dialogue a little further. Coke went
on, again travelling far out of the indictment, to: associate Raleigh
with every charge against other conspirators of whose proceedings
it is manifest that he knew.nothing, “To what end de you speak
all this #” said the prisoner, ] will prove you to'be the mostnos
terious traifor that ever:eame to the bar,” rejoined Coke. “ Thouart
a monster. Thou hast an English face but a Spanish heart.” Coke
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then proceeded with @ recitall of his charges against Cobhain, “If
my lord Cobham be'a traitor, what is that o me > > séid Ra'!ei i
Then the great lawyer replied, * Al that he did ‘was by thy inqtiil:
tion, thou viper, for I #ou thee. thon traitor I”’* "When Coke c;t;11ebto
the words about * destroying the' king and his cubs,” which rested
upon a declaration of one of the priests of what the Tesuits jntended

Raleigh lost patience for a momeat; and exclaimed, '« @ Imrbamus;
I}o you bring the words of these hellisk spiders against me 22
Coke retorted, < Thou art thyselfa spider of hell” gw:h were the
flowers of thetoric with twhich the Attorney-General ‘of that day
sustained the dignity of English justice. “There is an account of
the trial, 'supposed to be written by sir Thomas Overbury, in which
hie contrasts the conduct of ‘Coke. behaving thimself «so violently
and bitterly,” and using “So preat prévocation ‘to ihe prisoner;”
with the demieanour of Raleight . As ‘the attorney was noted ;0
was the €arriage of Raleich most remarkable'; first to the k-l:ds

humble' yet not prostrate ; dutiful yet not dcj;:(:ro([: for in some:
cases he ‘would ‘humbly thank them for gracirms’ speeches; in
others, when they related  some 'circumStances: ackmowledged that
what they said was trite ; and in such points wherein' he would not

yield wnto them; he would crave pardon, and'with reverence urge

them and answer: them in points of law and essential matter of facts

towards the jury, affable; but-not fawning; not in despair, but!
hoping in-them ; “earefully persuading with teason, not distemper

edly importuning with conjuration; ‘rather: showing love of life,

than fear of death! ' Towards the king’s - counsel p;ticnt but not

insensibly neglecting nor yielding to imputations laid atra‘inst him

by words g and it was wondered that a man of his hgroic Spirit

::ould beso valiant in suffering that he wasnever once overtaken

in ‘passion:’’

The charge against Raleigli rested solely apon'‘the ' aceusation
oflord: Cobham, of which a contemporary letterswriter says, ‘it
“was no‘more to. be weighed' than the ba‘rkinq of a dag.” ,Sir
Daudley Carleton, in a letter from Winchester, g‘i\‘cs a narthiw: of
the trial ‘of Raleigh. " He says, “The evidence against'kim was
0:‘11_\‘ Cobham’s confession, which was judged ‘suffic iént to condemn
him; ?nd a letter was produced, written by €obham the day before,
by-which he accused Raleigh as the first practiseriof ‘the tréason

_‘ 'I,'l’:e speech of sir Toby Belch, *“if thou thow’sz him some thrice it shall not be
amiss;,™ has been held to'have been suggested by Coke’s'insult. © Bat* Twelfth Night
had been acted in 160z, ‘
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betwixt them, which served to! turn . against: himj though he
showed] to counteryail this,a letterwritten by Cabham, and deliv-
ered- to-him in, the "Tower, by awhich: he swas cleady aequitteds”
Raleigh demanded that: Cobham. should: be: .confronted with him.
Fle contended that by the law of treasons two ‘witnesses awere
necessary: to conviction. . His eloquence was unavailing, . He was
found guilty, and sentenced to death. ; The opinion of after. times
is  expressed by -Mr. Hallam: * His ‘conviction was; obtained on
the single deposition of lord Cobham, an.accomplice,:a prisoner,
not examined -in court;-and known te bave. already retracted
his: accusation.  Suchra verdict was thought contrary to.law,
even in that age of ready convictions.” . Raleigh’s eontempora-
ries felt that his conviction was most unjust. ., Raleigh was; un-
popular, for he rwas proud;  but his trial produged a. complete
change in the general feeling. One who was presentat Winches-
ter. affirmed: “that -whereas - when he saw himx first; he was so
led with the common hatred that/ he would have gone :a hundred
miles té:see him hanged,—he would, &re he parted, have gone a
thousand to- save his life.2#: The priests and Brooke were-found
guilty. of the’ *“ Bye " plot, and: were executed.. Cobham, Grey;:and
Markham swere found guilty, and were: brought fupon ' the: scaffold
to die. After aitheatrical mummery these were reprieved. and
wore out long years of imprisonment. ' Raleigh was also repric ved,
and was confined in the Tower till 1616, ' Those  twelve years of
captivity were not spent.invain repining. In his: prison chamber
he wrote -his “ History of the World?—a noble thook, worthy of
the man and of the days in which he' had: gloriously lived—full of
poetry and hight philosophy, and in its solemn recognitions-of the
“ power; light; virtue, wisdom, and goodness . of ithe * Omnipotent
Cause,” and “ Almighty Mover,” furnishing the best answer o the
scurrility. of  the Attorney-general;-who' called thim: *damnable
n:!misi,'; anidl -of-the Chief Justice who, in: sentencing him, Saids
#You have been taxed by the world sir Walter Raleigh; with hold-
inc heathenish, atheistical,/and profane opinions, which: T list.not
fo Vrepuat‘ because Christian ears cannot endure to hear them; but
the authors and maintainers of such opinions cannot be suffered:ts
live in any Ghristian commonwealth.”
Wihen the Puritan.ministers. presented their petition to:James
on his journey to London, they asked for a conference. On the

= Carleton’s letter: in the ** Hardwicke State Papers.” This,dnd other documents
connected with Raleigh's tral, are given by Mr. Jardine.
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14th, 15th: and 16th of January, 1604, the king summoned . to
Hamptor Court the archbishop of Caaterbury, eisht bishaps, fiye
de‘mst;. and twe doctors, who. were to sustais{ theb ceremonies: and
practices of the Church, and to oppose all innovation.  To meet
Gucing ynolds; z : acknowledged dearning and abil-
Ly, Rovalty never. displayed.itself in a more undignified manner
]T;'r:scoq):u‘y nci\'cr_dt'.gracied itself more by a servile flaticry of roy.-
alty. - James, in his insolent demeanourito the rpprf-:;l_'nlal.‘i\‘v% ofa
growing varty in the English Church, thought (to avenge }l-i}nself
of the humiliation he had been occasionally cumpe]lv(lbto endure
from mini:»lefs of the Scottish kirk. . He was the clicfi talker:in
these cunlerence'S. Harrington, who was present, says « The king
talked much: Latin, and disputed with Dr. Reynolds ; but he rathé;
used upbraidings than argument, and told the petitit.ﬁrers that they
v_.’antcé to strip. Christ again, and bid them away with: their_snivel-
ling. - ... .;;The bishops seemed much pleased, and said his maj-
esty spoke by the: power of inspiration.: 1 wist not what they
mean ; but_ the. spirit: was rather foul-mouthed.”* A few altera.
tions were made in the Common Praver Book; and 2 mew version
of .the Holy Seriptures was ordered to be undertaken. James had
taken his side 5 but his, pedantic vanity, though suited to the taste
of bishop. Bancroft, who fell upon his knees and. thanked. God for
girvin_gr them such a king, was not quite fitted for the, government
of the English pation.; Inthe first Parliament of his reign James
was at issue with the House of Commons.
s (I)n the 1gth of -March, 1604; the two Houses were: assembled.
n, the proclamation by which the king ¢ arliz
he had.}in his grand sjl}'le of cvmmo; l:;'t]cl:g Elzgs(l:r(izl 1?5‘“'1%}"&{—,
g aces, chos prescribe
the sort of men the people were to, choose: for. their, representa-
tives.. ¥ There are often,” he proclaims,  many unfit, persons ap-
polinied for that service ; and where it is so well known to. every
private man of wit and judgment, much more to Us, who have had
s0 long experience of kingly government, what ill effects. do fol-
low.” - Amongst other directions, he emphatically, says, ¥ We do
command that an express care be had ‘that there be not chosen
any persons bankrupt or outlaw.” Furthermore, ¢ We, notify by
these presents, that all returns and certificates of knights, Ciiizens:
and burgesses ought, and are, 10 be brought to the (;hancpr\', am;
there to be filed of record ; and if any shall be found to. be:made

* ““ Nuog= Antiguz,”” ps 182.
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contrary to this p‘rbdamativn. the same'is to be rc]]Ject:;d a;{u:!?:-
id i or the
i ier he city or borough to be fine
ful and’ insufficient; and t yor' ity
1 in,in the reign of Elizabeth; as thes ;
same.”’ ' 'Asain and azain, 2 b
i i Commons had ' suecessfully main
done in former reigns, the 3 ) T
inciple thz rit for a second election of knig
the principle that no wri it s liaken
55 S iss vithout ‘an order from the st its
or burcess should issue, wi : ‘ ki
Tt is strongly but truly observed that, in'spite of these a::{,m(;o“
tHE CoREkE princi & er 1 sooner sez
of the constitutional principle, “a stranger is no sos RS
the throne than he aims a blow at the' very foundation 2 B >
. n »
Te’s'rights”* The House of Commons had no especial rega
s e S€ SCIVE Xxamine
Eor bankrupts or outliws ; but they chese 1}1&;\&2«;5 tone:.1:;er
: ; is- = » IChancello cer-
i roati this ‘mature, and not let the :
into an allezation’ of ;i s s
ich'i ‘ - eoes. ' Sir Fran
i ity which interfered with their Privileg :
cise an authority Whic e g2 -
is G on‘dwin had been returned for Buckinghamshire, in oppnmn:n
ST ; ¢ the government. An
i Forte who was favoured by the g
to sir John Fortescue, . Rl il
outlawry had been found to have formerly hung mer.ltnm._ a s
tion o i i ol W Writ was issue
i 7in ‘being declared void, 2 new
election of ‘Goodwin o e
r House restored Goodwin s seat;
om Chancery. The : g o
?}T James, in his-impatient Ignorance of ‘the 'spirit ‘'of the Eng
en James, : g e el
Jish ‘monarchy, told the Commons that *“they derived’ all nn{ttu:s
. ot 1S :? and that precedents
i ant ane at p
ivilege him, and' from his grant; ' :
e & b i “the times of minors,
i vhen derived from*“the s
sere not to be credited, w sesii i i i
“fet'rants of women, of simple kings.” His contemptuous lan
:Ji ynf e \‘mmen ¥ was an intimation of his seorn for his gru eh_ ‘;
st : >d I rhi school-
ot ‘before whose genius he had ‘crouchied like a \\hlpp(f:ﬂ o
i- : The di%pute"\wni on : and then this intérpreter o 1;3 p
e . id, < W san
;?}the old free monarchy of England said, We C()ml‘l:;ul ,ea i
o - - 53} r n
absolite king, a conference with the judges: 'I:he ma uih gt
; £ 3 o . S a
by both elections being set aside. James was wise enoug
$n' s i second time.
oe in such a conflicta s r o
en{ﬁ%e Heonse of Commons, at this commencem‘len't of.a 'n;e 4
1 to proclaim prineiple:
shich had not scrupled )
dynasty, the head of w : ' iy
ifconsistenit with the foundations of national frcech?m, c ;;;(mq v
to separate without Jeavine 2 solemn record of their n::i\ ],_._ =
a justification of their proceedings. It'is entitled an .} po GE::“.;_
thJe Housé of Commons, made to the King, touching t.m;‘ Bat
g ) ! :
leses? * Had the doctrines therein assérted b{een rn.aé)ect{:c i
e : y terwards mig
at was shed forty years'a .
Stuarts, the blood tha ) ‘ Al
been spared. - We will extract one or two passages of this ren o,
spared. ;
able document. The Commons review the attempts to’ mam

* Brodie, ** British Empire,” vol. i. p. 343-

STATUTES  OF  THE SESSION.

that they held not Privileges of righ
were not a Court of Record
return of writs was w

t, but of grace only; that they
3 and.-that the examination upon the
ithout their compass s and theythus proceed:
—*“ Against which assertions, most gracious sovereign, tending
directly. and apparently to the utter overthrow of the very funda-
mental Privileges of onr House, and therein of the Rights and
Liberties of the whole Commons of your:realm of England, which
they and their ancestors from time immemorable have undoubtedly
enjoyed under your majesty’s . most noble Progenitors ;. we; the
kniglits, citizens, and burgesses of the House of Commons assem-

bled in parliament, and in the name of the whole Commons: of: the

realm of England, with uniform consent for ourselves and our pos-
terity, do expressly protest

» as being derogatory im the highest de<
gree to the true dicnity, liberty; and authority of your majesty’s
high court of parliament, and consequently to. the rights of
majesty’s said subjects, and the whole body of thisyour ki
and desire that this our profestation m

all your
ngdomj
ay be recorded to all poster:
e Rt et we. your poor. Commons have to
watch over our privileges is manifest in itsell to all men. . The
Prerogatives of Princes may easily, and do:daily grow., . The Privi-
leges of the Subject are for the most part at an everlasting: stand.
They may be by good providence and care preserved ; buf being
once lost are not recovered but with much disquiet,. . If goad kings
were immortal, as well as kingdoms, to strive so for privilere were
but vanity perhaps and folly ;- but seeing the same God, who inhis
great mercy hath given us-a wise king and religious, deth alsa
sometimes permit hypocrites and tyrants in his displeasure, and
for the sins of the people, from. hence. hath the :desire of rights,
liberties, and privileges, both for nobles and commons, had its just
original, by which an harmonical and stable: state is framed; each
member under the head enjoying that right, and performing that
duty, which for the honour of the head and happiness of the whole
1S requisite.”

But it was not only upon the question of their Privileges that
the Commons were not in accord with the Crown. There had
been, with the king’s assent, a noyel eode of canons established:in
convocation, which aimed at excluding non-eonformists from civil
rights, and setting up an uncopstitutional authority over the Laity,
as well as the cleray. The Commogs, in a conference -with, the
Eords, remonstrated against such, an innovation,  The language
in which the king was addressed in the “ Apology,” is the voice of
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men who have been nurtured in the belief that they were frecmera,
and who abide in the determination to, remn}'n. freemen. b They say
to the king, “ Your Majesty would be mmnformcd_ if any mf’m
should deliver that the kings of England hnve‘ an_\"al_)>(>]11te power
in themselves, either to alter religion, which' God defend should be
in the power of any mortal man whatsoeve_r, or :n. m:.=.1]~;u an:h;;-.
concerning the same, otherwise than, as in temporal cault > m}r
consent of Parliament. 'We have, n‘nd sh:\l]: at all -tmzies Y ’L
oaths acknowledze that your majesty is sovereign lordand supreme
rernor ‘in both.” i i <
gmcDuriug this ‘session a parliamentary 1‘1(16 was .gnfer; ai:di..ll?i
James and his descendants by an Act for “a mns;J 3((1; ];lu C(..;.;J;(.n
'recoe;nition of thie immediate, lawful, and undt_m te : .-.c t.l;:q.“,.
descent, and richt of the Crown.” # . 'The natural and wise des

3 -3 Y o o r ”._
of the king for an Union of the fwo countries was nm.. :;rr} €0
v i i : oy ” Comimons say, *“ We werg
dially met ; and-in their ¢ Apology ” the l.(fn:: L a2
r ati z > i atter o nion.
long in treating and debating the matter las S s
tions were new ; ‘the importance great; the conseq . | Bt
: ‘ . ' is - umbers als
ine; andinot discoverable but by long disputes ; our nun
oY

The proposi«

i oy ngfh an Act
are large, and ‘each hath Tiberty to speak.” But at leng

was passed, appointing Commissioners to 1.r.:‘nlt_fm:lk| S;{,htq;it;
upon this great question.t Many years c-lnps?-d .n: U.u 1; e
udices ha;l been softened down, and private m‘lcresl.s“vu ) m.t nm,:
so that Scotland and England became one _natmn: 1 \E]-,m] : e
be too ready to liold the legislators of lthlS time :1:i ]aL‘(_llI l.ul {,c;eﬁt
rant, in [)El!-‘u;iil'lf: a law to declare \Vitchcmft. felony, wit ]m:H ,cmc‘].
of cleragy. 1 The supersfition was productive of er;n{m(?”;cm i
ties; but it had its. earnest supporters, and .n-moilt‘: Ilm“ir;n
king himself. The popular belief went wholly I-II t 1.1. di : ..U‘k';me
The lesislation of the Parlianient of Itj»o.; was not so re m} ;,,[g
as the spiﬁt which it displayed in t‘he resistance o‘f ;‘ncro;xf::-zs l.f
upon: its ancient liberties, and in the demand nr ref¢ * 0
" Amongst those who most stror:;;l‘\ m.:unta‘:'m‘.
v The griev-

ancient abuses. : :

e T Al - M1

the necessity of improvement was Francis .B.'ui‘a n ke

ances of which' the Commons had complaired, in a }1£ x'“,

1 a > people. 1e

were those of purveyance, which fefl upon all th(l, ::&,.p; 0

Fthonc ip i = custody, and therefo

burthen of wardships, by which the custody, anc el
ili Y 1e G Fas a {1

profits,’of every estate’ held under military tenure, was ¢ P e
: i i o 2 lande

the cr:)wn durino the ‘minority of the héir, fell upon tiuf n¢ ]
7 ; ic a condily socie

proprietors.’ 'Purveyance was the relic of a condition of society

. $i1Jac. I. ooz
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TEMPER OF THE COMMONS.

which had passed away. Before the ‘communications between the
producers of food and the consumers in towns were easy, those
wants of the sovereisn’s household which could not be supplied
from the royal demesnes were arranged by purveyors,—a body: of
officers who had the right of claiming provisions in aay market for
the king’s use. They teok.com;, flesh, every description of food, 4t
theirown prices. 1 hey had the right of impressing carts and ear
riages in the same arbitrary manner. Statute after statute had heen
passed for the regulation of purveyance;; but a power so enormos
was liable to: the grossest abuse.  Elizabeth herself called the
purveyors “harpies.”” The evil when James: came to the throne
had become intolerable - and,.according to a speech of Dacon, the
purveyors, undec their commissions from the. Board of ithe Green
Cloth, lived at free quarters upon: the country ; terrifying dealers Ly
their claims of immense quantities of prowisions at an insufficient
price, out: of which they made a profit; cutting down woods with
out the owner’s permission : and even d(rﬂ]ﬂnding the labourers to
work for them at their own grinding rale of payment. The Com-
mons now asked for a total abolition: of purveyance. . Their petj-
tion: ywas. not offensive to the king, for he hoped to. make good
terms for himself by the concession

of this remnant of' feudal pre-
rogative ;; but nothing was done. . The question of worship was also

Postponed, at the desire of the House of Lords.

The temper of parliament; as was the temper of ‘the people,
was favourable. to. the quiet rule of. the new king. But it was di-
rectly opposed to his notion of a divine right which' gave him, in
the exercise of his Prerogative; an. absolute power suchas he was
prompt.to claim. He had declared in a book, “ The true Law of
Eree Meonarchies,” printed before he came to  the English throne,
that falthougha good king will frame all his-actions to be according
1o law, yet he is not bound thereto. but of his' own will, and for
example-giving to. his subjects.” . He was told :n_distinct terms
that the loyalty of the people was associated with the care which
the sovereign had of their welfare.  If your majesty,” says the
Apology,  “ shall. vouchsafe at your: best pleasure and leisure, to
enter into. your gracious consideration of our petition for the ease
of those burthens under which your whole people of long time
mourned, hoping for relief of your majesty, then may you be assured
t0 be possessed. of their hearts 3 and, if of their hearts, of all they

Fan do or have.” *

* The substance of this ImpOrtant paper is given by Mr. Hallam.

It is to be formd in
“ Cobbett’s Parliamentary History.”
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In August; 1604, a treaty of peace was concluded between
James, king of England, the king:of Spain,and the archduke:of
Austria. The policy'of the country was wholly changed in ile
change of its sovereigh. The hostility to Spain was a national
sentiment ; for it was built on ‘the conviction that no peace woulil
be safe with that power whilst England was Protestant, and was
identified with the cause of Protestantism in Europe. Robert
Cecil had been bred in the political creed of Elizabeth; but the
disposition of James to abandon her policy, and to desire peace
with her great enemy in a temper amounting to pusillanimity, com-
pelled Cecil toa subserviency in the negzociations with Spain very
different from the spirit which a minister of Elizabeth would have
shown. The oldfriendship with the Netherlands was abandoned.
The king of England ‘engaged to give no further aid to the Hol-
landers, or other enemies of the king of Spain and the arch-
dukes.  The commercial treaty, which was connected with the
treaty of peace, contained clauses which the' Hollanders felt were
to their disadvantage. Enmity was thus to spring up between the
two countries in which the struggle for the Reformation had been
carried on most cordially and strenuously. There was one clause
to which Elizabeth would never have consented as long as shie had
a ship or a cannon,—that there was to be “wmoderdtion had in the
proceedings of the “Inquisition” against English traders repairing
to Spain.' What ‘the’ people felt with regard to Spain, and to the
foreien policy of England, may be collected from ‘the ‘boldness
with which Raleizh spoke’on his trial. ' Tndignantly répelling the
charge that he had been bribed iwith Spanish gold to engage in
a conspiracy, he alluded to the warfare in which ke had battled so
long against a power that once aimedat universal monarchy, but
was now reduced to comparative insignificance. - Spain ‘never for-
gave Raleigh’s efforts for her humiliation, nor his public mention
of ‘them when she was suing for peace. “1 was not so bare of
sense but 1 sawthat if ever this state was strong and able to'defénd
itself, it was now. The kingdom of ‘Scotland united, wherice we
were wont to fear all our troubles’; Ireland quieted, where our
forces were swont to be 'divided ; Denmark ‘assured, whom before
e were wont to have in jealousy; the Low Countries, our nearest
neighbours, at peace with us; and instead of ‘a  Lady, whom time
bad surprised, we had now an active King, a lawful successor to
the crown, who was able to his own business. 1 was mnot such a
madman as-to make: myself in this-time-a Robin Hood, a Wat
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Tyler, or:a; Jack/€ade. . 1 kpew also the state of Spain_ well; his
weakness, and poorness, and humbleness at this time -I l;nm’
?:tflfj\vas dliscn{ulraged and -dishonoured, I knew lhatlt Six timce‘:
1ad ‘repulsed his. forces, thrice in Ireland, thrice at se :
once at Cadiz on his own coast.. Thrice had I served 4 'Lfl’* ﬂf‘d
myself’ at 'sea, wherein| for my country’s s:k:: Sle;:afl(lei-gael:?éit :;'“;
iy own:propertics 4000/ . 1 knew that where before—tini)e ](e "ﬂ'
wont:to have forty great sails at least in his ports, now he h:]lz =
PaStsIx or seven ;-and for sending to his Indies’ he was driv “:Jt
hire ‘strange -vessels;~ 3 thing - contrary tothe institutions oefr; 0
prDEI([ ancestors; who forbad, in ease of any necessity, that t} k'm
oi: .‘_s,;am should make their case known l:)-straugers.}, I kne:: ‘lmgt
of hve-and-twenty millions he had from; ‘his Indies. he had *;cz;r‘:c
any ?eft; ‘hay, I'knew his: posrness at this time to h:c such th:dzt tl
Jesuits; his imps, were fain to beg at the church doo.rs- his nc;:
:o afuated, as; r?ntwiths.tanding his former high terms, he, w:(s pg]ad
0 congratulate the king, my master, on his accession, and no
cometh erecping nnto him for peace.” . With sucha pow;r‘ the ki y
of I_E_ng‘]rmd might have: concluded an honourable peace withnn$
saerificing the principle for which Elizabeth had fonoht fg;r t :1
years: 'She would not have forsaken the United Projt'ince‘; {:ren Y
temptation which the Most  Catholic. kine could have hel-d, :n}
shake her good faith and her constaney. 0 e
Previous to the accession of jnme‘s, the sovereion, in the unal-
tered style of ancient feudal assumption, had the tit?e ;)f “ Kin ‘Lf
England, Scotland, France, and Ireland.” On tl;e 24th of Oct()%::‘
;:);:)11 J;En-.s was proclaimed “King of Great Britain, France, a:ui
longer. His vanity was ab1:11;!'1n1]" i3 b{'r"})It'“P ﬁ?r “‘;‘0 C‘-‘“‘}“‘“‘-“
Britain and Ireland—an ahs:'JI‘ch}f-c?;ii':z(]”: flm’llr?gr 'k'“g R
only a king, but a master of all levnin:)';;l hv‘ ?f_lf“t‘dE v ““'t
S of all le: 2, and especially of theologi-
lef learning, of whom his Chancellor declared, at the H'un";
Court conference, that never since our Saviour’s time had iiw ll:k ]fl
and the priest been so wonderfully united in the same ]')Zﬁﬁul: II];;:
was not altogether so royal a personage as Elizabeth, or h-er n'}a‘ '-‘L
tic father. His figure was ungainly ; his habits were' gloveulv }?1;
\\';s by nature a coward. Not deficient in a certain talent ;\'I‘n'clz
he rarely put to a right use—“the wisest fool in Christendom,”—
hf" had no sense of that public responsibility which zztrguqhed tu' 1\:
high office. He was a king for himselt alone. He est.imated th:
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to remain af peace., But
the martial tendencies of
was not an economy for

cost of war asthe principal inducemen‘;
the wise economy which was opposed o
h he was oovern,
he pe that he was called to & Extiecans s
e g He wasted his revenues upon silly hmﬂ_-les. for
in'lavish erants to unworthy favonrites:

the public good. :
it naments, anc : : : ;
i Holly meslected the business of ‘the state; for he was
He almost wholly neglecte i
1 sfered’ up 'on ‘an ambling palrey; L i
hllmmg. bnht?" }: h-riobody read ; ‘or he was gomg 1m progress,
D b it d ot he was ‘moving: by easy journeys
to be fdttered and feasted ; “?h- q‘a.m S e
from his palace of Richmond to'his pal i
ssion in his state barge from Green iy
Lt ments in his ‘court, for'the plays-that-were

There were some refine akspere; and at.a-later

] rere se of Sh
e ;ﬁf‘“ ‘h:’ at ‘Court,””and Inigo:Jones sup-
i f “Masques il
2riod Jonson wrote **1] . R
P!'nl tH‘L decoratiens.  In'a'shorttime the! palace beea e
1eq i 4 < e X :
PIM figacy. in which even'themask of decency was “'J;‘f‘ i
2 : i ras 7 his hand ¢
i’ 1;1‘0 };;t -(m Vet this was the king who \'..1; tln try o
EeE : archy by divine mght.
i Chgland an absclute monarchy D : e
s l‘“gl‘lmli a‘ had been a pmrcr{ul jnstrument 1 Iur\ma;li
homas Howard, who o i
;l;rr the accession.of James, wrote o E.ur'mgmn.d i]} guodltru;h .
Al ‘ b ; affection, an uths
{alk of her'subjects’ love and good_ S e aare
smed well, -~ Our king talketh of his subjects _t}! S
I Lol : ; = ;
::;\ci herein I think he doth well too,—as'/ong asz 2

THE GUNPOWDER PLOT,

CHAPTER XIV.

The Gunpowder Plot.—Lord Mopnteagle receives a letter,—
with the Tetter.—ts mterpretation. — Search under the
of ‘Fawkes.—~The'other Conspirators.—The preparation
moiths,—Their proceedings after the discovery.
killed, others taken prisoners.—Feelin
Trial of Fawkes' and others—Garnet th
Equivocation.

Salisbiiry is made acqfainted
Parlidment House.—Seiznre
15 during. eighteen previons
—They. resist the shenff.—Some
gs of the Roman Catholice — Ben Jonson.—
e Jesuit.—His' conviction—His doctrine ‘of

IN the last week of October, 1605, the king was contemplating
“his return from bis hunting exercise at Royston, upon' occéasion
of the drawing near of the parliament fime, which had beéen tiice
promogued already.” * Whilst James was at his favourite Sports,
hunting according to a_more. discreet fashion than thaf of the old
Norman kings, his “ little beagle,”* for so he

called Robert Cecil,
now. earl of Salisbur

¥, was diligently carrying forward the business
of the State, Salisbury was at his post at Whitehall on the
night of the 26th of October, when his wonted meditations upon
the difficulty of providing money for his extravagant master and his
rapacious followers, were disturbed by the demand for an audience
of:a Catholic peer, lord Mounteagle. The position of this noble-
man, who had been called to the House of Peers in the parliament
of 1604, was a very equivocalone. He was the son of a Protestant
peer, lord, Morley ; but, when very young, married a daughter of
sir Thomas Tresham, who, was a pervert to ‘Rome under the suid-
ance of missionary priests, and, during the reign of Elizabeth; a
most uncompromising recusant. Lord Morley’s son then became in-
volved with several leading Roman Cathelics' in the conspiracy of
Essex, and in their invitations to the King of Spain to invade Eng-
land and to depose the queen. Upon the accession of James, wheh

the king was either balancing the advantages of being Catholic ‘or

Protestant, or holding out to the Papists professiohs of taleration

which he had no intention of accomplishing, Mounteagle was a

satisfied recipient of court favours, whilst the severities against re-

* A discourse of the Manner, of the Discavery of the late intended Treason,” &,

Published officiallv. Reprintedin * Harleian Miscellany.”




