POPULAR HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

CHAPTER 1.

Cromwell’s return to London.—Reforming policy of Cromwell.—Conference on the Settle~
ment of the Nation.—Foreign Relations of the Commonwealth.— Differences with the
Uaited Provinces.—Dutch War.—Commerce.—The Navigation Act.—The Navy of
England.—Blake.—Battles of Blake and Van Tromp.—Petition of the Army to the
Parliament.—Dialogue between' Cromwell and Whitelocke — The question of future
Representation.—Dissolution of the Long Parliament.— Public Opinion on the Dis-
solution.—Summons for a  Parliament.

THE Parliament and people of England felf that Cromwell had
saved the Commonwealth. He had done more than maintain 2 form
of government. He had stopped the triumphant return to unlimited
power of a prince who, ence seated at Whitehall by military supe-
Horily, would have swept away every vestige of the liberty and
security that had been won since 1640. The greater part of Europe
Was fast passing into compléte despotism; and the state vessel of
England would have been borne along helplessly into that shore-
lesssea.  The enemies of Cromwell—the enthusiastic royalists and
the theoretic republicans—saw, with dread and hatred, that by the
natural course of events, the victorious General would become the
virtual head of the Commonwealth. He probably could not sup-
Press the same conviction in his own breast. ILudlow thus writes
of Cromwell's return to London after the battle of Worcester : “ The
General, after this action, which he called the crowning victory,
took upon him a more stately behaviour, and chose new friends ;
neither must it be omitted, that instead of acknowledging the ser-
vices of those who came from all parts to assistagainst the common
ehemy, though he knew they had deserved as much honour as him-
self and the standing army, he frowned upon them, and the very
lext day after the fight dismissed and sent them home, well know-
ing, that a useful and experienced militia was more likely to ob-
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struct than to second him in his ambitious des_igns. Bemgfz };1)1:
way to London, many of the Members of 1’:1:]1;1111?nt, ?uemg;im;
the City, and great numbers of persons of a_]l O]'d{f!"b anc ::gnc1 : -
went some miles out of the town to meet him, which te: e; n: ]ﬂ.
little to heichten the spirit of this h‘aught}' gentleman}. 5 Huu;
a word, so much was he elevated with that success, %Emt .tr. : ti‘n
Peters, as he since told me, took so mucl_a notice of it, asito SRJ; !
confidence to a friend upon the road in his return £ro{n W{i;'ces en,
that Cromwell would make himself king.”* Agmn‘ai]l‘ Tgtzzu;
Ludlow dwells upon the expression used by.Crom\\:cll in 1:; -{. L-
to the Parliament, as if it were a foreshadowing of his own Il?}(:_\?;}
ing.” Later writers accept it in the‘same sense. Crom'xzzosghis'
phrase is this: “The dimensions ojf tlnsmcrczare‘abqve t:r_;,m w;; as
it is, for aught I know, a c}:‘mwz{z);z(;,;;rzi;cyiudl;‘? 3:;2, hde s
familiar with Scripture phrase : ]iu; A2
traordinary that he should at'tach any morfa‘lef:011c e e
e
year with thy goodness * 1s s
3:;1[—} with thy gobdness." : e
The authority of the Co?m?n\;ealt?dgzgag gs;g;}g:ﬂc e
el e i 5“{-3 l st character ; the
2 ting any further enferprise of a royalis : .
(():fh::i:;plsla%nds' now garrisoned by a .parlm'n'lentexl; '}iglfzr}?zti b;il:
reduction of the army was a natural po!_lc:}-'. {'he-hl 1md b hme}_y
disbanded ; but the great body of men in arms, ‘“ ;) ;vem sgiif;«m,
influenced the course of milimryr;t;l‘clicec&vllo T:‘Z};;_ﬁw sl
y ‘he regular army was - IS
ﬁfc\:frﬁfflime’éeiefﬁ made no opposition tol a mfe;l.s_urc; “*::Irnch [_;2
some degree arose from :;jealiousdappr;he ns;(:)r; ti,o 1(:8[;1 me;.mures
was now most strenuous for the advanceme - ?fUture i
—an Act of Amnesty, and a Law for the Ele‘ctmjz‘ ?1 orare fo
ments. These subjects had been often (JISCI.L\,be}; r“‘e_d .
id aside. Upon Cromwell’s return fo Lon(l'cin, e‘u ged
:12:215?1‘:&5 {orwird with his']wonterd euerg}; a:Cl:ge;.er; Jl;tn aﬁ?
salutary measures; yet evi ”mouves wer > s
the republicans. *“He grew,” says Ludl'ow, 1. .d e
Jose whom he used to show most aversion to; en ?c‘ e
toli)(;ige the royal party, by procux"ing_ for them m?rel 'Ea; 0::;11())1; ;Zr:'
ditions than consisted with the ]l:zsnce of the F al;‘lafl’: s
under colour of quieting the spirits of many people.

ii id-y vol. ii. pe $47-
# “ Memoirs,” vol. i. p. 365, and vol. it. p: 447+ t Jbid., vol. i p- §7

CONFERENCE ON THE SETTLEMENT OF THE NATION. 15

for the Election of future Parliaments
voting that it would not continue its s
November, 1654.  Even this half measure was only carried by a
small majority. It became manifest that the Parliament did not
Iest on very secure foundations. The old question of a Settlement
of the Nation was very forcibly revived in many minds. How
difficult a question it was may be collected from Whitelocke’s re-
port of a Conference held at Speaker Lenthall’s house, by request
of Cromwell. We do not attempt to abridge this account, which
has been termed “dramaturgic 7—< of a date posterior the Restora-_

tion *—but which, at any rate, shows us how these solid puritanical
statesmen conducted their business - —

“Upon the defeat at Worcester,
with divers members of Parliame
army, at the Speaker’s house.

was passed, by the House
ittings beyond the 3rd of

Cromwell desired a meeting
nt, and some chief officers of the

And a great many being there, he
proposed to them, That now the old king being dead, and his son

being defeated, he held i necessary 1o come to a Settlement of the
Nation. And in order thereunto, had requested this meeting : that
they together might consider auid adyise what was fit to be done,
and to be presented to the Parliament.

“SPEAKER. My Lord, this company werc very ready to attend
your Excellence, and the business you are pleased to propound to
US is very necessary to be considered. God hath given marvellous
sHccess to our forces under your command : and. i we do not im-
prove these mercies to some scitlement, such as may be to God's
henour, and the good of this Commonwealth, we shall be very much
blameworthy.

‘HARRISON. I think that which my Lord General h
pounded is, To advise as to a settlement both eur Civil an
ual Liberties; and so, that the mercies w.

unto us may not be cast away. How
question.

‘WHITELOCKE,

ath pro-
d Spirit-
hich the Lord hath given
this may be done is the great

Itis a great question indeed, and not sudden-
Iy to be resolved! Yet it were pity that a meeting of so manyable
and worthy persons as I see here, should be fruitless.. 1 should
humbly offer, in the first place, Whether it be not requisite to be
understood in what way this Settlement is desired 2 Whether of
an absolute republic, or with any mixture of monarchy.
‘CrROMWELL, My Lord Commissioner Whitelocke hath put us
pon the right point ; and indeed it is my meaning, that we shounld
consider, Whether a Republic, or a mixed Monarchical Govern-
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ment. will be best to be settled? And if anything Monarchical,
= laced ?
in whom that power shall be p L ¢ | :
ther‘]’Sm THOMAS WIDDRINGTON. I think a mixed Monardnlc?!
MA L N
Goyvernment will be most suitable to the Laws and }Loplltf :fn:;;:
nation. And if any Monarchical, I suppose ;ve s};;!:) 111'90- i
= ; sower i f the sons of the late king:
to place that power in one o 1
JUS‘C‘ Coirio’cm Freerwoon. [ think that the question, Wi;e(tilu_er
e Roraibie i : 7 i in
an abselute Republic, uor mixed Monarchy, be })esg to be settle
this nation, will not be very eas:\']' to be c:c:tc‘a:ii;;mlfe .fmmd i
N ?

“LorD CHIEF-JUSTICE ST. JoHN. : : At |
Government of this nation, without something of Moaai\chltc}‘]a;
power, will be very difficult to be so settled as not lto shake
found;tions of our laws, and the liberties of the people. :

¢ SPEAKER. It will breed a strange confusion to settle a
Government of this nation without something of Monarchy. e

¢ COLONEL DEsporow. I beseech you, my Lord, why ma%\, ;—1 !
this, as well as other nations, be governed in the way ofa Repu.)‘ :cih

W “KE. The laws England are so interwoven wi

¢ WHITELOCKE. The laws of Eng a0
the powerand practice of Monarchy, that to slet:!eka Gov e::;le;;

in it, w ake so g

i i Monarchy in it, would make g

without something of 1 ‘ e
ion i g i f our Law, that you will scs

lteration in the proceedings o 3 Sone by
;me to rectify it, nor can we well foresee the inconvenienees which

i ise thereby. :
mn‘ :(]:;:[A)\'EL WHALLEY. I do not well understand matters oE
Law but’it seems to me the best way, not to have anythi'r\lgi?f

- ; f 7 nc

Monarchical power in the settflement of our Gm_ernment. p: e
we should resolve upon any, whom have we to pitch mpon:

: : B
i sainst us, and his second so
king’s eldest son hath been in arms aga ;

hke‘\ ‘E'::L{ !';lc{)::[i[;er&:;nnmxm'ax. But the late king’s son, the
duke of Gloucester, is still among }US};, :md. tﬁl?)i\:"u;l;g ::,:ﬁ:;:;?
i gainst us, or infected with the principles me
& ir:;;sn??;;mm’. There may b-e a day g;\-e\n fm.‘ :]:i;,l;u;)gars.
eldest son, or for the duke of York, his brother, to r,c;T;]tn;nd o
liament. And upon such terms as sh_all l).e thou_g }tl m;m m;;v e
able, both to our Civil and Spirifual Liberties, a Setile y
; e1m. 2

mac}%:::i;\t}ELL That will be a business o_f .rm)l'e"t,ihzxr‘mpl f(;imaag
difficulty ! But really I think, if it may.be done \M!Hl. :Ehri;;i;ms,
preservﬁtion of our rights, both as Enghshme.n“ im( asr = gt‘woulé
That a settlement with somewhat of Monarchical powerin

be very. effectual.® ?

FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH, 17

*7hether in this Confererice the Grandees, as they were called,
belizved that when Cromwell expressed his thought “that 2 settle.
mentwith somewhat of monarchical power in it would be very
effectual,”” he was consulting only his own ambition; or whether
they felt that he was propounding a prineiple of which most men
saw the practical wisdom, although “a business of more than or.
dinary difficulty ”—this is not so clear as some have set forth.
Wiiitelocke himself thought that Cromwell was « fishing for men’s
opinions "—a sort of angling in which he was generally suecessful.

The foreign relations of the English Commonweaith with the
other European States here demand a brief notice; cspecially
those which led fo a great naval war with the Dutch,

The privatcering hostilities of prince Rupert were necessary fo
be met by the Republican Parliament with no common energy.
The navy was in the lowest condition of inefficiency in 1648 ; in
three years it had become a most formidable force in every sea.
The Packet-boat from Dover could now: sail without being “pil.
laged,” unless it had 5 convoy’ as in 1649, when Evelyn writes,
Ve had a good Passage, though chased for some hours by a
pirate ; but he durst not attack our frigate, and we then chased him
tiil he got under the protection of the castle of Calais; it was a
sinall privateer belonging to the prince of Wales.” Rupert had
been driven by Blake from the Irish coast. The English Channe]

. Wasiwell guarded by an adequate force. There wasa C ommittee

for the navy, of which Vane was President ; and his zealous ac-
tivity showed lic was a man of action as well as of speech. English
Squadrons were cruising wherever there was

a privateering enemy
who could make cominerce insecur

e ; for as yet there was no actual

- war with a foreign nation. When Rupert had escaped from the

blockade of Kinsale, he sailed to the coast of Portugal.  Blake fol-
lowed him to the mouth of the Tagus.  The royal freebovter had ob-
tained favour at the Court of Lisbon, as might have been expected
from a Catholic king, incensed at republican andacity.  The stout
hearted Captain who represented the honour of England demanded
of king John I'V. that he should expel from his ports the enemies
of commerce between friendly nations; or that he. Robert Blake,
should be allowed to enterthe harbour and assert the demands of
his government.  The required admittance was refused. Blake, at-
{empting o pass the bar, was fired on by the Portuguese forts ;
and he immediately made reprisals upon the ships of king John.

Rupert escaped to the coast of Spain; and after similar demands
Vor. 1V.—2
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and refusals from the Spanish government, Blake destroyed the
greater number of the privateering fleet. France and Spain were
cach under very doubtful relations to England, although Spamn had
rccognised the Commonwealth. The time had not arrived when
it was necessary to make any strict alliance, or to come fo a de-
cided rupture, with either of these great powers—Spain essentially
weak in the decay of national spirit; France embarrassed by in-
testine commotions. The relations of the Commonwealth with the
United Provinces were chansed by the dcath of the prince of
Orange in 1650. Had he lived his influence would have probably
excited a war with the republicans, who had put his father-in-law to
death, and abolished monarchical government. There was large
commercial iptercourse between England and these Provinces.
They were both Protestant. The Council of State of the Common-
wealth conceived the ambitions project of a more intrinsical and
mutual interest of each other than has hitherto been, for the good
of both”2 Two ambassaders, Oliver St. John and Walter Strick-
land, were sent to the Hague to accomplish-this: alliance; which
really meant that the two republics should form one nation. This
scheme was decidedly unpopular, as it deserved to be. At the
Hague there were many English Cavaliers with the duke of York
and his sister, the widow of the prince of Orange. The Dutch
populace and the English royalists joined in insults to the suite of

the ambassadors. -Oliver St. John and the duke of York nearly

came to crossing swords in the public park. These proceedings
took place before the issue of affairs in Scotland. ‘Fhe ambas:
sadors were at length recalled by the Parliament. It was manifest
that the rival commercial states would not long remain at peace.
A war was nnavoidable, when the House carried the Navigation
Act, under which no vessel could enter an English port with 2
cargo not produced or manufactured in the country to which the
vessel belonged. This Act went to destroy the Dutch carrying
trade. When the royalist cause was finally overthrown by the
victory of Woreester, all the smaller states of Europe manifested
the sreatest cagerness for the alliance of the triumphant Commons

The States-General now sent ambassadors to London:

wealth.
pect;

They were received with all outward manifestations of res
but the English statesmen were resolved to. restore the fla
their country fo that supremacy which Elizabeth had asserted, bt
which her successors had suffered to pass away. The Great Seal
of the Commonwealth ostentatiously exhibited the defences

& of

THE DUTCH WAR.

“'The British Sea.”
search, the limits of tll‘h;siﬁ};z Cl’)i;:;e’i;.ﬁ:is}‘ lf:flg' % fright i
- ! S, subjects 2
t}?:::r;t;?f:rezi:zesgn t‘iEngIand and _the States-Geieral.o ‘};ﬁz:
S State;men fmeddto be ﬁlgttated in state papers; whilst
Act, and the English ‘C‘Zzll-:mi?zzl;f;ng o iepeil o
Sl S strenuously refusing even a tem-
?Oungﬁonpsfnz:i? :cf that.z:neasure, s0 long consic}fred the great
e o \?1nat?rc1a1 prosperity ; the fleets of Blake and
s Thl; .Du?nh Tromp, came to a conflict on the 19th of
e Vesse]cs ma}.}r;atad1 come .int.o the Downs, with a
fnd appeared with t\veni:y-three eﬁ;;;:ght S e
0 summor s A
b Su{:ﬂ lm\(/;:\li 'i‘;?}mfﬁtﬁ (110::r ln;;I eﬂag. IC!Trlomp paid no regard
e RO, o on- e suddenly turned round, and
o piaced\i‘::{ii]in]to Blia_ke s flag=ship. An engagement immedi!ateiy
e mamh:ca(.;t(ef i;)ur hours.  Van Tromp lost one ship;
e Tiol o a?]()::;ntﬂ > the gazers from the heights of Dover
from each nation. Tt wt;s‘. zeltJ.ren'}:zl(i::ft“c-le rcttcmlzﬂi(:ﬁng e
Al as ated attack, sai ish ;
::rcizli i?ﬂm{s{;rlt‘ us on our own seas. Stress Lfaﬁeﬂ:.iinﬁlr];i;
s Yo‘m. ﬁeéytm-x; ;:(msts, said the Dutch; he could have de-
e P i :e'had meant war. The United Provinces
s en' anxious to r{:.main at peace; although there
e m.jto.n:-,famc}ngst their rolers.  The EngﬁshHCouncil
Sl T( zlsp}osed for a naval war. There was an end
o Q(,m:lnc E}e polpufar excitement might find in mari-
- ;,\.,far ‘w‘l'ed(mcu_patmn ot safe than agitations for new
e as declared against the States-General on the Sth
The o ;
e l;n;:‘fite:;‘;';lnfmz.er of the Dutch was founded, as naval
S i,,d;mri ; e'f'ounded, uPon the extent of their com-
e b‘;]d iw; Spirit of the reign of Elizabeth, the maritime
o mat,eria] ] ut llmperfect attempts at colonization, erea-
e c? fan( called out the national spirit, that swept
o ([Omﬁl' ons from the seas over which they asserted a
o Cr:'on:m}ercg- ;(fm}“ f&year or two before the Long Parliament
B Ir.lr;fg,nnd appears to have been in a languid conr[:':
Ay 12 company, the Turkey Company, the Mer-
o wventurers, had been long contending, with doul 5
S, against the in i e

He fired three signal guns,

e L';'it(ll}]c encroachments of private enterprise
gy S ] . prise.
PErs, as they were called, were sometimes permitted or
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connived at; and sometimes repressed by stringent proclamations.
Individual energy during the palmy days of the Star-Chamber was
sufficiently retarded by small monopolies, in the shape of licenses
and patents. Nevertheless the trade of the country went on in-
creasing; and the plantations of America and the West Indies
furnished new commodities in exchange for English produce. King
James’s % Counterblast to. Tobacco ” was forgotten; and many a
good ship was now laden with the weed once sold for its weight in
silver. The Civil War necessariiy interfered with some mercantile
operations ; but if we look to the sums which were contributed by
London and other commercial cities for the exigencies of the Par-
liament, we may be assured that in spite of fears and animosities,
of civil and religious dissensions, the aggregate exchange of the
country suffered no ruinous interruption. Under the Common-
wealth there was undoubtedly a revival of commereial enterprise.
A writer after the Restoration, complaining of the low condition of
trade at that time (1668), attributes it to the mistaken foreign policy
of Cromwell : € When this late tyrant, or Protector as some call
him, turned out the Long Parliament, the kingdom was arrived at
the highest pitch of trade, wealth, and honour that if, in any age,
ever yet knew. The trade appeared by the great sums offered
then for the customs and excise, nine hundred thousand pounds a
year being refused.” * . There can be no doubt that upon the ter-
mination of the Civil War all industry recovered the check that it
must have necessarily received. It was felt that property was sc
cure; thata political revolution had been accomplished without
any uprooting of the great principles of social order. The nation
was prosperous ; its rulers were proud of their triumphs and the
peaceable results of their arduous contests. The Navigation Ack
which was as real a manifestation of hostility to the Dutch as a
declaration of war, originated in that increasing commerce which
was grown powerful enough to contend with a Jong-established &
valry. The Dutch trade was founded upon many monopolies offen-
sive to the English spirit of free adventure. A bold strugele was
to be made for disputing their rival’s possession of the carrying:
trade of the world. The Navigation Act was a rude invention
suited to the infancy of commerce ; and it long held its influence
aver us, like many other political superstitions, Whether its ine
mediate results were beneficial to the country may be doubted.
The statesmen of that period and long after did not understand

% ¢ The World’s Mistak= in Oliver Cromwell ;7 reprinted in Harl. Mis. vol. vil-

THE NAVY OF ENGLAND.

that buying and selli st
2 elling, freiol .
home usefﬁ[ or 1 ot g end unloading vessels, bringing
= uxurious products of foreign countries to exch
“1Eh our own growth or manufacture—that these complex el
- S opera-

tions w ation: fi
S were not of national benefit merely as conducing to the o
o n-

richment of merchants. bn i
, but chiefly benefici i
necessities, or increased the en / e Sonle e

: joyments, of the o

e i : €njoy : great mass of ih
iwoffh;t é&ndr}a they l}ad_ glimpses of this truth. In 1649 Fran *e
T : e}\ all trade with England. On the 23rd of Aupust =
“hitelocke reports, the House v s o

: se voted, that no wi i

e , the wines, wool, or silk
g Of France, should be imported i : ¢

T : <o : ported into Eneland. R
rfsoh-eée' qt}xleatlon \\:hether linen should be pmhib?led it w;l:
s mf {“ e l;.r-:gatrve, m regard of the general and n’cce%a‘ar;r
= Tfo..F But th.e'Ccmm:iE of State could dispense with ‘1;1\'11‘-
he.t.ald t}w Crencf, minister in London wrote to Mazarin that wh‘cn
answm_edle. ouncil * that they could not do without our wines, they
T as_]c;?osei_v ithat}men $00n got accustomed fo -auvll:;intr}'
ha 16y had without inconvenience dis ith -

: 3 € dispensed with a ki

tontrary to'the general heli : e
) g al belief, so they also dis i .
s : ey could also dispense with our
In the Spirit of eommercial riv

aley,—with saj i
that were sometimes serv; : S e

o ng in the mercantile marine. hu 'S
rf]r:]lln;d t: ﬁEhI, for there were sea-robbers hovering ’a‘nofrta::iib
1 cargo,—Van Tromp and Blake were fo try the metd ¢
tql:::r;:rews. In ef*ery material of naval warfare the Dtl]::h :\)‘efsf
thgr :éx;‘l;;atnhdcef;nillxh Their SI]IiﬁfS Were far more numerous -
b e ;«i more QX})L‘HEHCE:C]' their men better dis-
were Innd-oﬁ%re;s‘ \\"IE)HE{E?::TI : ‘;;3]13“‘1- 371(; Sl et
: fficers. : well writes from Treland

Egt;r:}c;ia?fpiit,ﬂ};e ment}mns “,(_Telonel Blake ” in one Jettetr? 'fz};cf{:
o m‘\;;i h{_-[,'?;'an?hif. I'he Dutch had a more practised
vi'(;e'cmmecwd ‘.ﬂ_t} 1;115., :\\-.:0 had been educated for a2 special ser-
iean settlements %Lt;ei;.C:;]fO?!T}n?}-cle ?if the‘-;‘ e

o S, > English fleet there was a devote
:i:;ltz Iz;j;'i«f:,ﬂaurizll ‘nr)fencoun.tcr }10wever unequal, and was indiEf:E
ot ],;ncur &:1(; ?,r(!ljm-rd m.t!m (?etermination to uphold the
e ;0} : J,...,_. in anticipation of the Dutch war, Blake
. wz;i’d] ; }arend? a('.ll,]]fal ;}ﬂcl'general of the fleet. The charace
sl R S s e
- ; a resolute will, seconding nat-

Gmizot’s % wvell,>? Yo 22
S romwell,™ vol, i, H d
e ! ol . 221 uoted from the de 2 hi
* AL el HG | 0! he despatch in Arch ves des
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ural talents, may triumph over lhe_ '1mpr:§n:1cf1tsl lufutri.zl:ilizm;i
habits and imbecile routine : ‘:I"lii"lﬂg dum' u;nn]u‘ th;“ S
the Parliament, especially at 1;1‘unt0nE at lxllil.:l‘lll} I.I”.ﬂ.thcw'
himself wholly to the sea; and quic}fnl_v n}]:lldlc h]l\m;:ll 1:;;: Wi
. was the first man that declined t e old track, an cians

i}?;;‘j:at the science might be atl:}.]i:}e}(‘lAllxld Igsintni:;c“:];in]:;zzﬁl(l:t;
gined, and despised those rules which'had been g o, prchs
i:q!l\lf::lp his s.]ﬁpE and his men out af_ (_hnger; ‘\'\'111!:3111\‘11);(:1{::::.[1al'ﬂl:li(i
in former times a point of great :llu_h}y and Ln]‘cu h.’ ;(‘ bem,to S
the principal art requisite in the captain of a :t-ltlp 1 .“IhU Al
sure to come home safe again. He was thElﬁIh m:;nI 9 t_hm]:ht
the ships to contemn castles on shore, which _haz )eel_ 2 m?w
ever very formidable, and were discovered by lnm. lu] 171::]:\.}1‘] ].h‘
only, and to fright those who could r‘:lrc'|}' be hmi“ Y 3 Lhé e
was the first that infused that pmpu}'tu)u of L't;lir:?;}(_tl-nt]:inns t.h.cv
men, by making them see by experience what ml‘-__f)i:\,wm h‘;__ﬁn‘ &y
could do, if they were resolved ; and taught tlmm' tn 1:.;:“ imim.“.(‘]
well as upon water: and though he hath !_wcn‘ \«U]_\; b
and followed, he was the first that gave the (-\in‘n'li ¢ e
of naval courage, and bold and resolute zu_‘l?v_ \:lefth ,;;“.e i
oreat men of the Civil War and nf‘thc Cnmnu_lm\.{.d el
:)ul by the eircumstances of the times. The %El;l‘llll:H nt o Lm-‘,w
the chases and battles of the sea, was thc'snmcd( r}; :«: "]'i.;;..i'@;z
necessity as the genius of (_'rcfm\wil in his ln]n. fig 1 .i.ht ,,,.EMP.,,;.H_
admiral was made out of an idle country gent L?’I’lfll-:] .l n“-fﬁ- Fh,e
oral was made out of a plain follower of rural mflh. S
i i vere fashioned by the same rough teaching.
statesmen of the time were fashioned by me rash el
}-Ifs\\'ell. who was a sagacious hh:«'cn'cr{jf men’s arln;‘mi-:“;“ “.l.;-tes
j .nt was not much obscured by his politica Lﬁ 1gS, s
J;"]‘gnc:E the men of this period : “The world stands in d(ll“}l"l‘l[i(()‘l
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ever were her great admirals op-
posed to one more worthy than Van Tromp, Costly as this war
was fo the nation,—impolitic in the leaders of the republic—it re-
vived that popular spirit of reliance on the navy which even the
base humiliations of the next reign could not extinguish. The
maritime glories of the Commonwealth could be referred to with
honest pride when Englishmen blushed for the disgraces of the
Restoration. We must tell the story very briefly. In June, 1652,
Blake had a flect of a hundred and five ships; carrying nearly four
thousand guns. Van Tromp had a hundred and twenty ships.
Blake's first business was to assert the bounds of the English fish-
ery. 1In the seas of the north of Scotland he dispersed six hundred
herring busses ; capturing or sinking twelve ships of war that were
Protecting the fishermen’s operations. Sir George Ayscough was
defending the Channel. Van Tromp came out of the Texel with
scventy-nine men of war and ten fire-ships, to engage with Ays-
cough’s inferior squadron. He was becalmed, and unable to en-
gage. He turned to the North Seas ; and Bl
the Orkneys and Shetland. A tempest came on; the Dutch ves-
sels were scattered and much damaged ;
to Holland, pursued by Blake.
blamed for his misfortunes as if t
his command, and was succee
came into the Channel with

proud of the fame of Blake. N

ake met him between

and Van Tromp returned
The Dutch admiral was unjustly
heyhad been faults. He resigned
ded by De Ruyter. This bold sailor
thirty vessels; and drove Ayscough
into Plymouth. De Ruyter was joined by Cornelius De Witt;
and, with a fleet of sixty-four sail, encountered Blake in
Alter a severe cngagement on the 28th of September, the Dutch
were driven back to their own coasts.
instated in command :

the Downs.

Van Tromp was again re-
and he took the sea as winter w
ing, with a fleet of seventy-three sail.
Davy appearing off the English co
little calculated upon.
the Dutch admiral. ]

The issue was a.confli

as approach-
The possibility of a hestile
ast at the end of November was
Blake had only thirty-seven ships to mect
sut he resolved not to shrink from battle,
ct off the Naze, which ended in the necessity
of a retreat, with great loss, to the Thames. Van Tromp sailed
up and down the Channel with a broom at his mast head, to man-
ifest that he would sweep the seas of the proud islanders ;: and the
States-General proclaimed England under a blockade. The Par-
liament was not
their admiral. They sent him again to sea in February,
2 fleet of eighty sail, having Penn

disheartened ; and they were just to the

merils of
L 1053; with
and Lawson under his command,
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He met the Dutch fleet, on the 18th of February, between Port
land Hiil and Cape La Hogue. It consisted of seventy-five men
of war, convoying two hundred and fifty merchantmen.  The battle
lasted all day, without any decided success. 1t was renewed on the
following noon. Van Tromp made all sail for his own coasts, with
Blake following him. The same running fight was maintained for
two more days, with equal courage and obstinacy on both sides.
It was not a decisive victory, thongh the Dutch lost many ships.
Each government bestowed rewards upon its brave captains ; and
the English parliament appointed a General Thanksgiving. The
broom was not again set up at the Dutch mast-head during the war
between the two republics.

The large expenses of this Duich war drove the Parliament
and their Council of State to resort te very arbitrary and oppres-
sive measures. The Actof Amnesty afforded some security to
the persons of royalists, but that indemnity was not extended fo
their property. Search for = delinguents ™ was to be strictly made.
Those who had been spared were now called upon to compounnd
for the possession of their estates. Of many Cavaliers all their real
and personal property was confiscated. Hundreds of others were
required {o pay one-third of their property’s value within very limited
time. Cromwell was opposed to these proceedings.  He might, as
some may imaeine, have desired to embarrass the sovernment of
which he was Ct.)l'l'lt"‘n!ﬂ \ting the overthrow ; but we must do him the
justice to believe, that, speaking in the face of his contemporaries,
he was not making a pretence of moderation, when he thus de-
clared his opinion in 1654: ¢ Poor men, under this arbitrary power,
were driven like flocks of sheep, by forty in a morning, fo the con-
fiscation of zoods and estates, without any man being able to give
a reason why two of them had deserved to forfeit a shilling. 1
tell you the truth. And my soul, and many persons’ whom I see
in this place, were exceedingly grieved at these things; and knew

not which way to help them, except h\ our mournings, and giving
our negatives when occasion served.”* The victorious General
of the armies of the Commonwealth had put himself into the }!' i
tion of the leading reformer of the tyrannies and neglects of the
rulers of the Commonwealth. He neu_-annl_x had a large body of
supporters in the people generally; but his strength was in that
body of men whom he had led to conquest—whom he had moulded
into 2 conviction that he was yet to be their instrument in com=

® Speech to the First Parament of the Protectorate. Carlyle, vol. iii. p. 44-
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pleting the national deliverance from the evils which were still to
be striven against. Whilst the English and Dutch were fighting
in the Channel in the autumn of 1652, a Petition was ])I&‘;L’!Il(,d to
the Parliament by “the Officers of my Lord-General’'s Army.
They craved Reform of the Law : they asked for a Gospel minis-
try ; they most especially urged a swifter progress to the Bill fora
new Representation in Parliament.  Upon this very expressive in-
timation that there was something going on which was not to be
despised, the lawyers applied themselves to setfle some very iniri-
cate questions as to the possession of estates, so disturbed by the
late intestine commotions ; and the House voted that *the Com-
mittee for regulating the Law he tevived.” Subsequently they
appointed a Commission “to take into consideration what incon-
veniences there are in the Law; and how the mischiefs that srow
from the delays, the changeableness, and the irregularities in law
proceedings may be prevented, and the speediest way to réform
the same.” The demand for a Gospel ministry—a \‘n_fue demand
—was only met by stronglaws against “atheistical, ]J‘IRSPI]CIHOU:&,
and exccrable opinions,” and by continuing severities
Catholics and Episcopalians. The question of a new Represenfa-
tion went on very slowly to a solution. The undisguised host ility
of Cromwell to the existing order of things seemed to make the
prediction of Hugh Peters not unlikely to be realised. The nation
began to feel the embarrassments occasioned by the union of the
legislative and executive powers in an Assembly, not numerous
enouzh to be the interpretérs of opinion, and too numerous for
salutary and consistent action. = There is a wellknown dialogue
between Cromwell and Whitelocke which, although recorded with
a little more elaboration than seems natural to the relation of an
evening’s falk in St. James’s Park, may be received as a trust-
worthy notion of the state of affairs, and of the temper of the man
who was destined to change the mode of sovernment. Cromwell
complains of ©jarrings and animosities one against another ;= he
points out “the dangerous condition we are in” Whitelocke
agrees with him: “My lord, T look upon our present danger as
greater than ever it was in the field; and, as your Excellency
truly observes, our proneness is to destroy ourselves, when our
enemies could not'do it.”> Ttis “the factions and ambitious de-
signs > of the army to which he is pointing. Cromwell admils
that ““their insolency is very great;” but, he continues, “as for
the members of Parliament, the army begins to have a strange dis-
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taste against them, and I wish there were not too much cause for
it. And really their pride and ambition, and self-seeking, engross-
ing all places of honour and profit to themselves ; and their daily
breaking forth into new and violent parties and factions ; their
delays of business, and designs to perpetuate themselves, and (o
continue the power in their own hands; their meddling in private
matters between party and party, contrary fo the institution of
Parliaments, and their injustice and partiality in those matters;
and the scandalous lives of some of the chief of them;—these
things, my lord, do give too much grounds for people to open their
mouths against them, and to dislike them. Nor can they be kept
within the bounds of justice, and law or reason; they themselves
being the supreme power of the nation, liable to no account toany,
nor to be controlled or regulated by any other power; there being
none superior, or co-ordinate with them. So that, unless there be
some authority and power so full and so high as to restrain and
Leep things in better order, and that may be a check to these ex-
orbitances, it will be impossible in human reason fo prevent our
ruin.” Whitelocke somewhat defends the members of Parlia-
ment: “Too many of them are much to blame in those things you
have mentioned, and many unfit things have passed among them ;
but I hope well of the major part of them, when great matters come
to a decision.” Cromwell does not quite agree: Some coursc must
be thought on, fo curb and restrain them, or we shall be ruined by
them.” There is a difficulty in this,as Whitelocke judges: « We our-
selves have acknowledged them the supreme pOwer, and taken our
commissions and authority in the highest concernments from them
and how to restrain and rule them after this, it will be hard fo find
outa way for it.” The reply s startling : “ What if 2 man should take
upon him to be King?” Whitelocke replies as if there could be no
doubt that the Lord-General meant himself: ¢ As to your own per-
son, the title of king would be of no advantage, because you have the
full kingly power in you already concerning the militia, as you are
General. As to the nomination of civil officers, those whom you
think fittest are seldom refused ; and, although you have no nega-
tive vote in the passing of laws, yet what you dislike will not easily
be carried; and the taxes are already settled, and in your power to
dispose the money raised. And as to foreign affairs, though the
ceremonial application be made to the Parliament, yet the expecta
tion of good or bad success init is from your Excellency, and
particular solicitations of forcizn ministers arc made to you only,
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So that T apprehend ind
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