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averse to depredations upon a large scale which looked like warfare,
that in their march through a rich land they plundered very little,
and committed no wanton mischief. William Hutton justly appre-
ciated this behaviour: “They frequently,” he said, « paid their
quarters—more frequently it was not expected.” He hasan excuse
for their petty depredations : “If they took people’s shoes, it was
because they had none of their own ; and no voice speaks so loud
as that of necessity.” The general expectation in Derby was that
the rebels had determined to march on, The same belief prevailed
in the surrounding districts. Gray has an amusing anecdote of the
temper in which this possible advance was regarded: “1 heard
three people, sensible middle-aged men, when the Scotch were
said to be at Stamford, and actually were at Derby, talking of hir-
ing a chaise to go to Caxton, a place in the high road, to see the
Pretender and the Highlanders as they passed.” * This has been
called “indifference,” an “unconcern to the interests of the reign-
ing family.” It was simply curiosity mixed with a good deal of
contempt. The unconcern at the advance into the kingdom of a
small army of strangely clad and irregularly a
was produced by the certainty that there w
powerful force of disciplined soldiers moving to attack them, or to

intercept their march to the metropolis ; concentrating to put down

an insane enterprise by some signal vengeance. Lord George

Murray has clearly described the dangers which surrounded the

adventurous prince and his men when they had reached Derby :

“ We did not doubt but that'the duke of Cumberland would be that

night at Stafford, which was as near to London as Derby. Mr

Wade was coming up by hard marches the east road; and we

knew that an army, at least equal to any of these, would be formed

near London, consisting of guards and horse, with troops which
they would bring from the coast where they were quartered: so
that there would be three armies made up of regular troops, that
would surround us, being abov
were not above five thousand fighting men, if so many.” + :
It is scarcely necessary to believe that. in the face of this danger,

rmed mountaineers,
ere in arms a very

e thirty thousand men, whereas we

there were any especial reasons, which time has not yet
to determine Charles’s council of war to advy
George Murray has detailed the solid argun
Posed to the obstinate rashness of Charles.
doubt that the justness of his cause would pre
of a defection in the enemy’s army ;

devoloped,
ise a retreat, Lord
nents which were op-
The prince did not
vail; he had hopes
he was bent upon putting all

* Letter to Walpole, February 3,

1746, Works, vol. fi. p, 181—Pickering’s edit.
1 % Jacobite Memoirs,” P 54.




532 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

to the risk. It was vain to te!l him that, if a misfortune should
happen, * it could not be suppuseu that one man could escape ; for
the militia, who had not appeared much against us hitherto, would,
upon our defeat, possess all the roads, and the enemy’s horse
would suround us on all hands.” # The Highlanders in the
streets of Derby were animated to the highest pitch of enthusiasm,
breathing nothing but a desire for the combat with the duke of
Cumberland. “ They were to be seen, during the whole day. in
crowds before the shops of the cutlers, quarrelling about who should
be the first to sharpen and give a proper edge to their swords.” t
In spite of this ardour, the chiefs, one and all, combated the desire
of the prince to give battle on the 6th. They knew, says De
Johnstone, that, “in case of a defeat in England, no one in our
army could by any possibility escape destruction, as the English
peasants were hostile to us in the highest degree.” They told the
prince that there could be no doubt but that they should easily beat
the army of the duke of Cumberland, though much superior in point
of numbers ; but then another battle must be fought on Finchley
Common, before they could enter London; and they very quietly
asked, if by a miracle they could arrive at the capital, what sort of
figure four thousand men would make amidst a population of a
million. £ This was an exaggerated estimate of the London
population—a common error of that period. But the arcument was
equally strong if applied to a population of halfa-million. Before
we proceed to describe the retreat, which was the result of these
sensible opinions, let us, out of very impesfect materials, endeavour
to obtain a glimpse of what the people of London were doing and
thinking at this period, when war appeared to be closely approach-
ing their peaceful homes.

The chief authority upon which a sober historian rests his belief
that, when Charies Edward was known to have reached Derby, the
English metropolis |'resented a {richtful scene of terror and want of
confidence, is the statement of the Chevalier de Johnstone : “* Our
arrival at Derby was known at London on the 5th of December ; and
the following day, called by the English Black Monday, the intelli-
gence was known throughout the whole city, which was filled
with terror and consternation.”§ The 6th of December was
a [riday, and not a Monday, With no personal knowledge
of the circumstances, De Johnstone goes on to tell us that a
run was made upon the Bank; that it only escaped bankruptcy by
paying in sixpences, and by sending its own agents to be foremostin
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the crowd,and to present the notes atone door, and take back the six-
pences by another door. There was a Jacobite party in London, with
one of the City members, alderman Heathcote, atits head ;anda run
upon the Bank was one of the means adopted to produce confusion,
But the sixpenny story rests upon no.other evidence than that of De
Johustone ; and no fact is more indisputable than that a very large
number of those who are called by Smollett * the trading part of the
City, and those concerned in money-corporations,” gave public
notice that they would not refuse to receive the notes of the Eank of
England, in payment of any sum of money.* Smollettindeed says
that the moneyed and commercial persons * prognosticated their
own ruin in the approaching revolution, and their countenances
exhibited the plainest marks of horror and despair.”  But Smollett,
entertaining himself Jacobite partialities, tells us something more :
*The militia of London and Middlesex were kept in readiness to
march ; double watches were posted at the city-gates, and signals
of alarm appointed. The volunteers of the City were incorporated
into a regiment ; the practitioners of the law headed by the judges;
the weavers of Spitalfields, and other communities, engaged in as-
sociations ; and even the managers of the theatres offered to raise
a body of their dependents for the service of the government.”
We do not find these circumstances noticed by the historian who
asks, © Had, then, the Highlanders continued to push forward, must
not the increasing terror have palsied all power of resistance?’ t+
The inhabitants of London, according to De Johnstone, fled to the
country, with their most precious effects.t A great number cer-
tainly left the busy streets, and were crowding up Highgate Hill.
But it was to gaze upon the camp at Finchley, in which London
artisans were associated with troops of the line, who could inspire
courage, if such inspiration were needed, by tales of Dettingen and
Fontenoy. A far larger proportion were laughing at caricatures of
the Pretender. the Pope, and the king of France; and at those
which, after the unvarying fashion of Englishmen to langh at them-
selves, ridiculed Johnnie Cope, and did not spare the duke of New-
castle. They were reading the « Penny Post.” with a horder of
capital letters forming the words, “No Pretender! No Popery !
No slavery ! Noarbitrary power ! No wooden shoes ! " § Hogartl’s
wonderful print of the ¢ March to Finchley ” was not published till
1759t but from this minute embodiment of all the prevailing aspects
of the outer life of /the London population, we may gather some
clearer notion of the realities of 1745, than from the most elaborate
* Maitland. “ History of London,” vol. i. p. 646.
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description. We may here trace the militzufy costume of the time
~—the Prussian sugar-loaf cap of the grenadier—the fifer ‘then first
naturalized in the British army. We may form some notion of the
licence of the soldiery in those days of cheap ilntomlcaucm. We
may follow all the rough diversions and practical ]okes‘of the
London populace, who exhibit in their demeanour any feeling I.?l}lt
that of terror. We may notice how the great observer of the ll_ie
around him alluded to—what was perhaps the only rea} daqger in
this crisis—the prospect of a French invasion, by \'vhu:h, in con-
junction with the Highland insurrection, “the ]acobltef; were ele-
vated to an insolence of hope which they were at no pains to con-
ceal.”* The French spy, communicating to the eager old Scot
the letter which promises a descent from D.unkirk, isfons.: of those
Hogarthian groups which we may accept without hesitation as the
truth of individuality. .

The fashion wble world of London was dull at the opening of
this winter: ¢ There never was so melancholy a town; no kind of
public place but the play-houses, and they look as if the rebels had
just driven away the company. Nobody but ha's some fear ’f,oI
themselves, for their money, or for their friends in the army;”#
This is the serious fear which becomes a grave nation at a danger-
ous crisis; but it is not the fear of cowardice. To understand \\:hy
there should have been fear at all, we must bear in mind how im-
perfect were the means of public information. The numbers of the
rebels were generally estimated at fifteen thousand. Bl{t the ﬁc.lel—
ity of the common people to their government, and their aversion
to the cause of the Stuarts, are unquestionable. A French ship
called the Soleil had been taken, with many Jacobites- on board,
who were coming to join their Scottish friends. There was among
them a member of the unfortunate family of Derwentwater. “The
mob,” says Walpole, “ persuaded of his bein.g theE youngest Pre-
tender, could scarcely be persuaded from tearing him to pieces all
the way on the road, and at his arrival. He said he had heard {:{

. English mobs, but could not conceive they were so dreadful.
The populace of London have, happily, long since ceased to ‘be
ferocious. In this instance, and in several others, we recognize
no generous pity for the unfortunate; Imt_we Im_ve_. even in this
temper, one of the many evidences of the mistake into which some
recent writers have fallen—that of speaking “ of the march to De.rby
as an enterprise, which, had it been continued, was extremely Ifke-
ly to overturn the Hanover settlement and restore 'the Stuarts to
the throne.” The sensible and unprejudiced historian from whom

t Horace Walpole to Mann, N ov. 29
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We quote, truly says, “ The country had already pronounced upon
the question, in the cold silence with which it received the High-
land march.” *

But there was an influence of public opinion, not only in Eng-
land but in parts of Scotland, of far more importance than the hos-
tility of the English peasantry, and the rude aversion of a London
mob,—an influence that rendered even the temporary success of
the Stuart cause almost an impossibility. Mr. Hallam has pointed
out that the “augmentation of the democratical influence, using
that term as applied to the commercial and industrious classes in
contradistinction to the territorial aristocracy, was the slow but
certain effect of accumulated wealth and diffused knowledge, act-
ing, however, on the traditional notions of freedom and equality,
which had ever prevailed in the English people.” + The encourage-
ment which Charles Edward undoubtedly received from some con-
siderable portion of the territorial aristocracy, and on which he too
confidently relied, was counteracted by the impassive calmness, or
decided resistance, of the commercial and industrious classes, It
was not till the too confiding prince had got to Derby, that it was
pointed out to him that, “after traversing all the provinces which had
the reputation of being most attached to his family, in order to en-
able them to join him, a single person of distinction had not yet
declared himself.” + The commercial and industrious classes were
fairly represented at Liverpool, where a regiment of men of seven
hundred foot was raised, clothed, and paid by public subscription.
They were represented at Glasgow, where a body of twelve hun-

_dred men were raised, half of whom were sent to the defence of

Stirling, and half retained to protect the city. In Bristol, the same
spirit was displayed. We may therefore receive, with considerable
suspicion, the statement of Smollett, that the trading part of the
City were overwhelmed with fear and dejection. They were sub-
scribing large sums at the beginning of December, to procure ad-
ditional warm clothing for the troops engaged in the suppression of
the rebellion ; and the Quakers even provided woollen under-waist-
coats for the troops in the North. London had received its abun-
dant share of that commercial prosperity which, in twenty years, had
added a third to the value of the country’s exports ; and which had
enabled the wages of the Iabourer to command a larger portion of
subsistence than at any previous period of our history.§ The
tommunity in general was flourishing and contented ; and whilst
* Burton, History of Scotland,” vol. ii. Pe 448
1t “ Constitiitianal History,” chap. xvi.
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Smollett, speaking from his own political prejudices, says that many
who had no property to lose, thought no change could be for the
worse, we may, on the contrary, believe that the bulk even of the
humblest, who lived under equal laws which protected labour as
much as capital, really desired no change, even amid‘st their grum-
bling against a German king, and their angry recollections of Excise
and the Gin Act. ! e
" In periods of great political excitement, whe.n opposite princi-
ples are ripening into active hostility, the prejudices of a people,
and the unreasonable suspicions of a government, are almost as
destructive of the peace of society as the positive dangers of insur-
rection and anarchy. There is an instance of the terror produced
by apprehensions of popular violence, in the case of thfe f:lthfﬂ‘ of
Nollekens, the sculptor. The old man, a2 Roman Catholic native of
Antwerp, lived in Dean Street, Soho, at the time of tllfz Rebellion.
He was a hoarder of his money; and he became so convinced that,
as a foreigner and a papist, his house would be attacked Ify a mob,
and his precious savings carried away, that “he lingered in a state
of alarm until his death,” in 1747.* The suspicions attached dur-
ing this crisis to Scotsmen in London are described by sir Andrew
Mitchell, in a letter. to Duncan Forbes, of the 23rd of Ogtolwer:
% Already every man of our country is looked on as a traitor, as
one secretly inclined to the Pretender, and waiting but an opportu-
nity to declare. The guilty and the innocent are confounc!cd .t0~
gether, and the crimes of a few imputed to the whole naimn-. o
An example of this undiscriminating suspicion may be found in a
curious incident in the life of a very remarkable man, the founder
of the great banking-house of Drummond. Andrew Drummend
was the brother of sir William Drummond, who became v crunt
Strathallan in 1711. Strathallan was taken prisoner at Sherifin.uir,
in 1715, but was released, and continued to reside in Scoll:mq.
Andrew, like many other younger branches of high Scottish fami-
lies, felt that he,must endeavour to secure independence hy a mer-
cantile pursuit. He settled in London soon after the Uniofl: uni-
ting the proper business of a banker with that of a gol{l.‘imlt:h, ac-
cording to the fashion of earlier times. His ledger of 1716, in the
possession of his successors, shows that he sold and exchanged
jewellery, such as diamond ear-rings, buckles, and other personal
adornments. In the early years of his banking business he was
chiefly entrusted with the management of the pecuniary affairs of
the friends of the House of Stuart, particularly of those who were
* Smith. * Nollekens and his Times,” vol. i. p. 2.
1 © Culloden Papers,” p. 436.
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abroad. Without compromising himself, he rendered valuable as-
sistance to many who were exiled or suspected ; not in assisting
designs against the reigning family, but in a faithful administration
of their private funds. “His brother sent up to him his two
nephews, Robert and Henry, with whom he shared whatever emol-
uments he derived from the services he rendered to the royalists ;
and in this way grew up the banking establishment which his de-
scendants have ever since carried on.” * In 1745, when Jord Strath.
allan was actively engaged in the Rebellion, suspicion not unnatur-
ally fell upon the banker at Charing Cross. . A warrant was sent
into his house, and his books and Ppapers were seized. A report
Wwas spread that he was ruined. It was the crisis of the thriving
Scotsman’s fortune. He published a notice in the Gazette that he
would instantly pay all his creditors in full. Confidence did not
desert him. The government could find nothing to inculpate him
after the most searching examination ; and obtained no knowledge
from his papers “of what was going on in Scotland.” His books
and papers were returned ; and a round-robin was signed by every
member of the Cabinet as an approving testimonial of his conduct.
The king desired to see him at St. James’s ; hut at that interview
the sturdy banker turned his back upon the Secretary, sir Edward
Winnington, to whom he attributed the calumny against him. An-
drew Drummond’s bank became the favoured establishment of the
aristocracyof all parties. George II. there kept his private account,
and so also George II1. This is one of the many instances of the
rapidity with which, after the final struggle, national and dynastic
contests became merged in individual confidence and public tran-
quillity. There were national prejudices of Englishman and Scot
still to overcome ; but these were only as the shifting clouds after
a storm. The trust in Andrew Drummond, the banker, of the
second and third sovereigns of the Brunswick line, may be regarded
as a graceful tribute, not only to his individual integrity and hon-
our, but as exhibiting some sympathy for the misfortunes of his
house. The representative of the elder branch of that house, the
duke of Perth, died on shipboard after his escape from Scotland in
1746. The head of the other branch, lord Strathallan, was killed
at the battle of Culloden. t
But if the ancient resistance and disaffection of the Jacobite
party gradually melted away in the security for good government

* Memoir of the House of Drummond, in * Histories of Noble British Families,"
vol. ii. p. ar.

T There is a portrait of Andrew Drummond by Reynolds, and a very admirable one
by Zoffany, in the possession of his great-grandson, Mr. Andrew Mortimer Drummond,
to whose kindness we are indebted for some facts here mentioned.
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which the nation enjoyed under the Act of Settlement, the fears of
the Administration, and the traditional feelings of the people, too
long endured in the penal laws against Roman Catholics. There
was no attempt at their conciliation at the crisis of the Rebellion.
At the beginning of December, 1745, 2 proclamation was issued,
calling upon magistrates to discover and bring to justice all jesuits
* and popish priests ; and offering a reward of one hundred pounds
for the apprehension of any such objects of the severity of the
earlier statutes. This proclamation called forth a strong remon-
strance from the resident ministers of various Catholic states, and
especially on the arrest of a domestic of the Venetian ambassador.
They contended that the law of nations had been violated ; and
that the Act of Anne, which forbade the arrest upon civil process,
of the ministers of foreign powers, or of their servants, was in-
fringed in these proceedings. The Secretary of State, in his reply,
did not approve of the arrest of the Venetian ambassador’s domes-
tic; but he rested the justification of the government upon the plea
that chapels, with an enormous number of priests, were maintained,
wherein mass was celebrated, not for the use of the minister’s
family, but rather for the sake of allowing the king’s converted
subjects to be present at mass, contrary to Jaw. The number of
national Roman Catholic priests, who swarm more than ever in
this town, was found dangerous to the State, especially at a time
of open rebellion in favour of a Pretender of the same religion.”

THE RETREAT FROM DERBY,

CHAPTER XXIX.
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