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ander the shadow of the Nelson Column,

James Napier, General.”? « The inscription

d by Publie Subscription, the most humet:

ous Contributors: being Private. Soldiers.”” This renowned war-
sior'is ordinarily termed * Congueror of Scinde.” By the side of

this figure was crected, also by, public subscription, a statue of one
of the human race, Edward Jenner.

of the scientific benefactors
That statue has been removed to Kensington Garden. Anobjec:
shose science had so materially conduced

tion was raised that one W
to the prolongation of life, and to the consequent increase of the
population of the world, was somewhat out of place in his close

proximity to_a great soldier—especially great in, the estimation of
the ¢ Private Soldiers ” whom he had led to triumph-—whose voca:
tion was, according to: the belief of an ancient poet, ¢ to ease the
earth of her too numerous sons.”.  But the “Congueror of Scinde,”
taking a broad and just view of his career, wasa promoter of civili-
zation, by which alone the earth is adequately peopled ; and thus he
had also a claim to be recorded as.a benefactor of mankind in his
successful endeavour to make his conquest a source of good to the
conquered people. He was the just and beneficent Administrator
of Scinde. His ¢ victories of Peace,” are “not less renowned
than those of War.” He was the warlike instrument of injustice;
but the aggression, which resulted in triumphs as brilliant and as
decisive as any other of the wonderful events of the career of the
British in India, may be received as a remarkable addition to
the many instances of dangers and difficulties overcome, as if
some special working out of the decrees of a superintending Provi-
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nied and turned back upon reaching the wilderness where there
was no water, he saw that a march of eight days from the Indus
was impossible for a numerous army. . On the night of . the 5th of
January, 1843, he commenced a perilous adventure. With three
hundred and sixty of the 22nd Queen’s regiment on camels, with
«wo_hundred of the irregular cavalry, with ten camels, laden
with provisions and with eighty carrying water, he set forth to
traverse this arid waste, defying the armed bands on every side.
After a few days the camels which drew the howitzers were unable
to draw them over the sand-hills, and the unshrinking Irish sol-
diers took their place. When the fortress, which no European
eye had before seen, was reached, it was found deserted. The
governor had fled with his treasure, but he had left immense stores
of ammunition behind. Napier resolved to destroy Emaun-Ghur;
and having mined itin twenty-four places, by a simultaneous, ex-
plosion all the mighty walls of the square tower, which stood as it
were the monarch of the vast solitude, crumbled into atoms, and the
wild bands who went forth to plunder and harass the populous
Scinde, had to retire still further into the desert. - Napier and his
hardy companions, after undergoing great privations on their
march back by a different route, rejoined the main army on, the
23rd near Hyderabad. In .the House of Lords in 1844, upon a
motion for the thanks of Parliament to Sir Charles Napier and his
army, the duke of Wellington said that the march to Emaun-Ghur
was one of the most curious military feats which he had ever
known to be performed, or had ever perused an account of.

The British Resident at Hyderabad was Major Outram. On
the 12th of February, the' Ameers with one exception, the Ameer
of Khyrpore, signed the treaty which in the previous December
had been tendered to them, and which, as was to have been ex-
pected from its hard conditions, they had evaded signing. This
was Lord Ellenborough’s “final treaty,” which Napier was to have
imposed upon them by an immense force. The day after the sig-
nature Major Outram was attacked in the Residency by eight thou-
sand Beloochees. He had only a, hundred foot-soldiers with him.
In the river, however, there were two war steamers. To these he
effected his retreat, by presenting a bold front to his assailants,
whilst the guns of the steamers swept the flanks of the pursuers.
With the loss only of three men killed and two wounded the gallant
officer joined the main army. The force which Napier commanded
could scarcely however be termed an army, if that name is to be
applied only to a large body of soldiers. It consisted of  four
hundred British of the 22nd, and two thousand two hundred
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whose prowess he has felt in battle, and whose justice and gener-
osity he has experienced in peace.” * The best proof that this
high praise is not exaggerated is furnished by the fact that during
the great period of danger through which we have passed, when so
many enemies of the British power raised their heads in revolt,
Scinde was faithful. ]

The close of the year 1843 was marked by another great mili-
tary success in India. The state of Gwalior was in 1804 placed
under the protection of the British government. - The successor of
the Rajah who died in 1843 was a minor, and a Regent was ap-
pointed, with the approbation of the Governor-General. The Re-
gent was expelled by the Mahrattas, and the British Resident was
insulted. Lord Ellenborough, to whom war appeared a noble pas-
time in which an amateur might laudably indulge, immediately sent
sir Hugh Gough from Agra with fourteen ‘thousand troops ; and on
the 29th of December he fought the battle of Maharajpoor, when
the Makrattas were defeated with great loss. On the same day
Major-General Grey also defeated the Mahrattas at Punniar. The
usurping government immediately submitted, and the strong for-
tress of Gwalior was occupied by @ British governor. These war-
like proceedings, however brilliant and successful, were not aceept-
able to the majority in the direction of ‘the East India Company.
In Parliament, on the 2r1st of April, 1844, sir Robert Peel, in an-
swer to a question put to him by Mr. Macaulay, said, “1 beg to
state that on Wednesday last Her Majesty’s Government: received
a communication from the Court of Directors; that they had exer-
cised the power which the law gives them to recall at their will and
pleasure the Governor-General of India.” “There were loud cheers
from the Opposition benches. Mr. Macaulay then' stated that he
should not now bring forward a motion of which he had given
notice, respecting the occupation.of 'Gwalior. In the House of

Lords the duke of Wellington declared that the Government had

not concurred in the measure adopted. There was a prevailing

opinion in Parliament and in the country-that the recall of a Gover-
nor-General upon their sole authority was a dangerous power to be

entrusted to the Court of Directors; nevertheless there was a

feeling that India would be safer under sir Henry Hardinge, who

had seen too much of war to be inflated by its “ pride, pomp, and
circumstance.”

When the Session of Parliament was opened by the Queen on
the 1st of February, 1844, ‘there was a State trial proceeding -in
Irelard, which excited more attention throughout the country even

* Sir W. Napier.
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than the royal speech. This speech could not avoid an indirect
reference to the circumstances which had placed Daniel O’Connell
and seven others at the bar of their country. It was the fifteenth
day of this trial in the Court of Queen’s Bench, in Dublin. At this
remarkable juncture her Majesty said to the Lordsand Commons—
and she uttered these words with a marked emphasis—¢ At. the
close of the last Session of Parliament, I declared to.you my firm
determination to maintain inviclate the Legislative Union between
Great Britain and Ireland. I expressed at the same time ‘my
earnest desire to co-operate with Parliament in the adoption of all
such measures as might tend to improve the social condition of
Ireland, and to develope the natural resources of that part of the
United Kingdom. I am resolved to act in strict conformity with
¢hat declaration.” It was the 12th of February, the twenty-fourth
day of the trial, when (O’Connell and the other traversers were,
under various counts of the indictment, found guilty of conspiracy.
As the Queen’s speech could not offer “observations on events in
Ireland, in respect to which proceedings are pending before the
proper legal tribunal,” so the attack upon the policy of the govern-
ment, which was inevitable, could not be opened with propriety
whilst the great legal issue was in suspense. But on the 13th of
February the question was raised in both Houses.. The marquis
of Normanby moved a resolution pledging the House of Lords to
examine into the causes of the discontent prevalent in Ireland, and
to carry into effect the true principles of Union by securing to that

country equal rights. After two nights’ debate the resolution was .

rejected by 175 votes against 78. In the House of Com_mﬂn§, lord
John Russell moved for a Committee of the whole House on the
state of Ireland. The debate was continued for nine nights, Mr.
O'Connell himself taking apart in it. It would be wearisome to at-
tempt to follow its course, even in the barest outline. Perhaps
the most impressive as well as the most truthful sentiment uttered
was contained in the conclusion of sir Robert Peel’s speech: “I
do earnestly trust that the influence of public opinion, as well as
that of the laws, may control this agitation—may convince those
who are concerned in it, that they are prejudicing the best interests
of Ireland—impeding its improvement, preventing the application
_ of capital, and hindering the redress of those grievances which can,
I think, be better redressed by the application of individual enter-
prise than by almost any legislative interference. [ have the firm-
est conviction that, if there were calmness and tranquillity in Ire-
land, there is no part of the British dominions which would make
such rapid progress as that country ; for I know that there are fa-
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qm;e S e;, on the 12th of March, moved for a Committee to in:
o the effects of protective duties on agricultural tenants
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and labourers. The motion: was negatived by a majority of or.
On the 2:th of June, Mr. Villiers proposed. Resolutions which
contemplated the total repeal of the Corn-Law. These Resolu-
tions, after a debate of two nights, were rejected by a majority of
204. In this debate, as at the beginning of the Session, sir Robert
Peel maintained his determination to stand by the existing law.
He avowed himself an advocate for protection to agriculture, not
for the sake of the landlords, but from a conviction of the evils
which: the sudden removal of protection would inflict upon general
interests, domestic and colonial. He looked. to those general in-
terests ; he looked especially to Ireland, of which agriculture was
the great staple,
_The principles avowed and the measures proposed by sir
Robert. Peel in his lesislative career must be yiewed under two
aspects. He is the minister of expediency, holding a party to-
gether by deference to the opinions of the majority that placed
him in power, and, in this capacity we may always trace in his
speeches some evasion of the logical points of a controversy—some
inclination to skirmish on the outside of the field of debate instead
of encountering the risks of a general conflict of principles.. Thus
he always deals with the question of Protection, and especially of
Protection to Agriculture. His adversaries tell him again and
again that he is speaking against his own convictions. Mr. Villiers
closed the debate of the 25th of June, by saying that sir Robert
Peel had just made a speech with which the agriculturists. were
well pleased; but he had made the same sort of speech for them
in 1839, and had thrown them overboard afterwards, because the
state of the season and the distress of the people had made it
indispensable to give some relief to the country: the same thing
would happen again. Mr. Milner Gibson averred that sir Robert
Peel would not say that he meaat to make Protection, permanent,
but his will must give law to his party, for they could not make a
Ministry without him. As a party-leader we must therefore regard
the First Lord of the Treasury when he deals with questions upon
which the majority appeared to be irrevocably committed. Now
and- then, indeed, there was a slight indication that the powerful
minister, under some pressure of circumstances, might think for
himself and risk the consequences of an independent judgment.
The extreme Protectionists were occasionally restless and suspi-
cious under his reserved and cautious demeanour. There were men
amongst them quite ready to become their leaders in the character
of advocates; but the doubt always arose—could they govern as
statesmen? The nation forbade the experiment in its support of
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e ) gt] ) ¢h he submitted to the House
el 1 of May, were, briefly, as follows —to con-
o i 1?1'6, under certain conditions, the privileges of
i t‘:,-obd nd; to provide by law that the ‘Bank shm?ld be
ot epartments, one confined to the issue and ¢;
notes, the other to' the conduct’ of banking busi s
g business; fto

limit t - iti
he amount of securities upon which it should be lawful for
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t (& l) I} to i S El(lml SO ]']Ote avﬂ.ble upon emand to
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: publication should b
the ‘state both of the circulation ‘and thee Sl D

With regard to other banks the jssuc of

bearer on demand was prohibited to al;

gFt_es, or 1te: any bank hereafter to be
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i extiznt:z; \issZiIeeto cdontmuel were to be subject to limitations of

] » and to various regulations, including the weekly

R amounF of notes issued, - The bill founded
eel’s Resolutions was carried, with very slight oppx;»(;;1

or: i
the Bank Charter furnished

banking departments,
promissory notes payable to
y bank not then issuing such
established ; and the banks




