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yet no apparent change secems to have taken place in the class of county
members chosen.

Eventually, however, these and other interferences with free elections
caused the rebellion of Jack Cade, in which the insurgents demanded
the right to choose such representatives as they saw fit. But the move-
ment appears to have had no practical result. During the civil war which
ensued, the king (Edward IV.) compelled wealthy subjects to lend him
large sums (seldom, if ever, repaid) called “benevolences.” Richard
III. abolished this obnoxious system, but afterward revived it, and it
became conspicuously hateful under his successor in the next period.

Another great grievance was Purveyance. By it the king’s purveyors
had the right to seize provisions and means of transportation for the
king and his hundreds of attendants whenever they journeyed through
the country on a “royal progress.” The price offered by the purveyors
was always much below the real value of what was taken, and fre-
quently even that was not paid. Purveyance, which had existed from
the earliest times, was not finally abolished until 1660.

RELIGION.

372. Suppression of Heresy. — Under Henry IV. the first act was
passed by lords and clergy (without assent of the House of Commons),
punishing heretics, by burning at the stake, and the first martyr suffered
in that reign. Later, the Lollards, or followers of Wycliffe, who appear
in many cases to have been socialists as well as religious reformers,
were punished by imprisonment, and occasionally with death. The
whole number of martyrs, however, was but small.

MILITARY AFFAIRS.

373. Armor and Ayms,-— The armor of the period was made of
steel plate, fitting and completely covering the body. It was often
inlaid with gold and elegantly ornamented. Firearms had not vet
superseded the old weapons. Cannon were in use, and also ciumsy
hand-guns fired with a match. The long-bow continued to de the chief
arm of the foot-soldiers, and was used with great dexterity and fatai
effect. Targets were set up by law in every parish, and the yeomen
were required to practise at contests in archery frequently. The prin-
cipal wars were the civil wars and those with France,
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LITERATURE, LEARNING, AND ART.

374. Introduction of Printing; Books. — The art of printing was
introduced into England about 1471 by Caxton, a London merchant.
Up to that time all books had been written on either parchment or
paper, at an average rate of about fifty cents per page in modern
money. The age was not favorable to literature, and produced no great
writers. But Caxton edited and published a large number of works,
many of which he translated from the French and Latin. The two
books which throw most light on the history of the times are the Sir
John Paston Letters (1424-1506), and a work by Chief Justice For-
tescue, on government, intended for the use of Prince Edward (slain
at Tewkesbury). The latter is remarkable for its bold declaration
that the king ¢ has the delegation of power from the people, and he
has no just claims to any other power than this.” The chief justice also
praises the courage of his countrymen, and declares with honest pride
that “more Englishmen are hanged in England in one year for rob-
bery and manslaughter than are hanged in France in seven years.”

375. Bducation.— Henry VI. took a deep interest in education,
and founded the great public school of Eton, which ranks next in age to
that of Winchester. The money for its endowment was obtained by
the appropriation of the revenues of alien or foreign monasteries which
had been erected in England, and which were confiscated by Henry V.
The king watched the progress of the building from the windows of
Windsor Castle, and to supplement the course of education to be given
there, he furthermore erected and endowed the magnificent King's
College, Cambridge.

376. Architecture.— A new development of Gothic architecture
occurred during this period, the Decorated giving place to the Perpen-
dicular. The latter derived its name from the perpendicular divisions
of the lights in the arches of the windows. It marks the final period of
the Gothic or Pointed style, and is noted for the exquisite carved work
of its ceilings. King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, St. George's Chapel,
Windsor, and Henry VI1.’s Chapel (built in the next reign), connected
with Westminster Abbey, are among the most celebrated examples of
this style of architecture, which is peculiar to England.
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The mansions of the nobility at this period exhibited great elegance.
Crosby Hall, London, at one time the residence of Richard III., and
still standing, is a fine specimen of the ‘¢ Inns,” as they were called,
of the great families and wealthy knights.

GENERAL INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE.

377. Agriculture and Trade.— Notwithstanding the civil wars ot
the Roses, agriculture was prosperous, and foreign trade largely in-
creased. The latter was well represented by Sir Richard Whittington,
thrice mayor of London, who, according to tradition, lent Henry V.
large sums of money, and then at an entertainment which he gave to
the king and queen in his city mansion, generously cancelled the debt
by throwing the bonds into the open sandal-wood fire.

Goldsmiths from Lombardy had now settled in London in such num-
bers as to give the name of Lombard Street to the quarter they occu-
pied. They succeeded the Jews in the business of money-lending and
banking, and Lombard Street still remains famous for its bankers and
brokers.

MODES OF LIFE, MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS.

378. Dress.— Great sums were spent on dress by both sexes, and
the courtiers' doublets, or jackets, were of the most costly silks and
velvets, elaborately puffed and slashed. During the latter part of the
period the pointed shoes, which had formerly been of prodigious length,
suddenly began to grow broad, with such rapidity that Parliament passed
a law limiting the width of the toes to six inches. At the same time
the court ladies adopted the fashion of wearing horns as huge in pro-
portion as the noblemen’s shoes. The government tried legislating them
down, and the clergy fulminated a solemn curse against them; but
fashion was more powerful than church and Parliament combined, and
horns and hoofs came out triumphant.

POLITICAL REACTION.,

VIIL

“ One half her soil has walked the rest

In heroes, martyrs, poets, sages.”
O. W. HoLmEs.

—_———

POLITICAL REACTION. — ABSOLUTISM OF THE CROWN,
—THE ENGLISH REFORMATION AND
THE NEW LEARNING.

CROWN or POPE?

HousE oF TUDOR.— 1485-1603.

Henry VII., 1485-1509. Edward VL., 1547-1553.
Henry VL., 1509-1547. Mary, 1553-1558.
Elizabeth, 1558-1603.

379. Union of the Houses of Lancaster and York. — Before
leaving the continent, Henry Tudor had promised the Yorkist
party that he would marry Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Edward
IV., and sister to the young princes murdered by Richard IIL
Such a marriage would unite the rival houses of Lancaster and
Vork, and thus put an end to the civil war. A few months after
the new king’s accession the wedding was duly celebrated, and
in the beautiful east window of stained glass in Henry VIL’s
Chapel, Westminster Abbey, the Roses are seen joined ; so that,
as the quaint verse of that day says: —

% Both roses flourish — red and white—
In love and sisterly delight;
The two that were at strife are blended,
And all old troubles now are ended.”




