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426. Mary deserving of Pity rather than Hatred, — Mary’s
name has come down to us associated with an epithet expressive
of the utmost abhorrence; but she deserves pity rather than
hatred. Her cruelty was the cruelty of sincerity, never, as was her
father’s, the result of indifference or caprice. A little book of
prayers which she left, soiled by constant use, and stained with
many tears, tells the story of her broken and disappointed life.
Separated from her mother, the unfortunate Catharine of Aragon,
when she was only sixteen, she was ill-treated by Anne Boleyn
and hated by her father. Thus the springtime of her youth was
blighted. Her marriage brought her no happiness; sickly, ill-
favored, childless, unloved, the poor woman spent herself for
naught. Her first great mistake was that she resolutely turned her
face toward the past; her second, that she loved Philip of Spain
with all her heart, soul, and strength, and so, out of devotion to a
bigot, did a bigot’s work, and earned that execration which never
fails to be a bigot's reward.

427. Summary. — This reign should be looked upon as a
period of reaction. The temporary check which Mary gave to
Protestantism deepened and strengthened it. Nothing builds up a
religious faith like martyrdom, and the next reign showed that
every heretic that Mary had burned helped to make at least a

hundred more.
ELIZABETH. — 1558-1603.

498. Accession of Elizabeth. — Elizabeth was the daughter of
Henry VIII. and Anne Boleyn. At the time of Mary’s death she
was living in seclusion in Hatfield House, near London, spending
most of her time in studying the Greek and Latin authors. When
the news was brought to her, she was deeply moved, and exclaimed,
«Tt is the Lord’s doings ; it is marvellous in our eyes.” Five days
afterwards she removed to London by that road over which the
last time she had travelled it she was being carried a prisoner to

the Tower.
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429. Diﬂcﬂty of Elizabeth’s Position. — Her position was
full of difficulty, if not absolute peril. Mary Stuart of Scotland
now by marriage queen of France,! claimed the English crowz;
through descent from Henry VIL, on the ground that Elizabeth
as daughter of Anne Boleyn, was not lawfully entitled to the throne’
the Pope never having recognized Henry’s second marriage. Botl-:
Frar'lce and Rome supported this claim. On the other hand
Philip II. of Spain favored Elizabeth, but solely because he ho eci
to marry her and annex her kingdom to his dominions. Scotlind
was divided between two religious factions, and its attitude as an
independent kingdom could hardly be called friendly. Ireland

was a nest of desperate rebels, ready to join any attack on an
English sovereign.

430. Religious Parties. — But more dangerous than all Eng-
land was divided in its religion. 1In the north, many noble fa’milies
stood by the old faith, and hoped to see the Pope’s power restored
In the towns of the southeast, a majority favored the Protestan;:
churcl:x of England as it had been organized under Edward VI

E_»esades these two great parties there were two more, who m:a.de
up in zeal and determination what they lacked in nun;bers One
was the Jesuits ; the other, the Puritans. The Jesuits were‘ a new
Roman Catholic order, banded together to support the church and
to destroy heresy ; openly or secretly their agents penetrated ever
cou.ntry ; it was believed that they hesitated at nothing to gah{
their ends. The Puritans were Protestants who, like John Calvin of
GeneYa, and John Knox of Edinburgh, were bent on cleansing or
“purifying” the reformed faith from every vestige of Catholicigsm
Many of them were what the rack and the stake had natura.]l'
made them,— hard, fearless, narrow, bitter. In Scotland they
had got er}tire possession of the government; in England thf:y
were steadily gaining ground. They were ready to recognize thz
queen as head of the state church, they even wished that all per-

1 After Elizabeth : 4
e i 122 , Mary stood next in order of succession. See Table, Paragraph
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sons should be compelled to worship as the govemmer}t pre-
scribed, but they protested against such a church as Elizabeth
and the bishops then maintained.

431. The Queen’s Choice of Counsellors. — Her policy. f.mm the
beginning was one of compromise. In ?rder to fonmhaten the
Catholic party, she retained eleven of her sister M.ary s counse olrs,
but added to them Sir William Cecil (Lord Bu‘rlelgh), Sir Nicholas
Bacon, and, later, Sir Francis Walsingham, with others who were

e reformed faith.

favg)?ilies taop::)intment, Elizabeth said to Ceci.l, “This. judgmenf: I
have of you, that you will not be corrupted with any gifts, that. you
will be faithful to the state, and that without resp.ect to m’y, prwatfel
will you will give me that counsel which you think best. C’;;::
served the queen until his death, for_ty years aftemarFl. = e
almost implicit obedience with which Elizabeth followed h1§ :::.1 V*E,Ci
sufficiently proves that he was the real power not only behind, bu
generally above, the throne.

432. The Coronation.—The bishops were Roman Catholic,
and Elizabeth found it difficult to get one to p?rform the corona-
tion services. At length the Bishop of Carlisle coTlsented, bul;'
only on condition that the queen should take the ancient form o
coronation oath, by which she virtually bound herself to suppPrt
the Church of Rome.! To this Elizabeth agreed, and having
consulted her astrologer, Dr. Dee, to fix a lucky day for the cgre-
mony, she was crowned by his advice on Sunday, Jan. 15, 1558.

433. Changes in the Church Service; Religious Lte,'glssls.s,l:l-:m.f
—The late Queen Mary, besides having 'repealed the 1eg151ﬁt1on o
the two preceding reigns, in so far as it was oppos:ad tol' erLc;;\:n
religious convictions, had restored Ithe Rom.ale Catholic 13
Prayer-Book. At Elizabeth’s coronation, a petition was presente:

1 By this oath, every English sovereign from William the Conqueror to E]izabef:'n,
. : es 11., with the single exception of Edward VI., swore to
and even as late as Jam r ! S o b
“preserve religion in the same state as did Edward the Con " This
changed to support Protestantism in 1688.
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stating that it was the custom to release a certain number of pris-
oners on such occasions. The petitioners, therefore, begged her
majesty to set at liberty the four cvangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John, and also the apostle Paul, who had been for some time
shut up in a strange language. The English Service-Book, with
some slight changes, was accordingly reinstated.

A Dbill was soon after passed requiring all clergymen, under
penalty of imprisonment for life, to use it, and it only. The same
act imposed a heavy fine on all persons who failed to attend the
Church of England on Sundays or holidays. At that time church
and state were supposed to be inseparable. No country in Europe,
not even Protestant Germany, could then conceive the idea of
their existing apart. Whoever, therefore, refused to sustain the
established form of worship was looked upon as a rebel against
the government. To try such rebels, a special court was organized
by Elizabeth, called the High Commission Court. By it many
Catholics were tortured and imprisoned for persisting in their
allegiance to the Pope. About two hundred priests and Jesuits
were put to death. A number of Puritans, also, were executed for
seditious publications, while others were imprisoned or banished.

434. Act of Supremacy. — No sooner was the queen’s acces-
sion announced to the Pope, than he declared her illegitimate, and
ordered her to lay aside her crown and submit herself entirely to
his guidance. Such a demand was a signal for battle. However
much attached the larger part of the nation, especially the country
people, may have been to the religion of their fathers, yet they
intended to support the queen. The temper of Parliament mani-
fested itself in the immediate re-enactment of the Act of Suprem-
acy. It was essentially the same, *though with its edge a little
blunted,” as that which, under Henry, had freed England from
the dominion of Rome,

To this act, every member of the House of Commons was

1 High Commussion Court: so called, because originally certain church dignita.
ries were appointed commissioners to inquire into heresies and kindred matters,
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obliged to subscribe ; thus all Catholics were excluded from among
them. The Lords, however, not being an elective body, were
excused from the obligation.

435. The Thirty-nine Articles; the Queen's Religion. — Half
a year later the creed of the English church, which had been first
formulated under Edward VI., was revised and reduced to the
Thirty-nine Articles which constitute it at the present time. But
the real value of the religious revolution which was taking place
did not lie in the substitution of one creed for another, but in the
new spirit of inquiry, and the new freedom of thought which that
change awakened.

As for Elizabeth herself, she seems to have had no deep and
abiding convictions on these matters. Her tendency was undoubt-
edly towards Protestantism, but to the end of her life she remained
Catholic in her nerves. A crucifix, with lighted candles in front
of it, hung in her private chapel, before which she prayed to the
Virgin as fervently as her sister Mary had ever done.

436. The Nation halting between Two Opinions, — In this
double course she represented the majority of the nation, which
hesitated about committing itself fully to either side. Men were
not wanting who were ready to lay down their lives for conscience’
sake, but they were by no means numerous. Many sympathized
at heart with the notorious Vicar of Bray, who kept his pulpit
under the whole or some part of the successive reigns of Henry,
Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth, changing his theology with each
change of rule. When taunted as a turncoat, he replied, “Not
so, for I have always been true to my principles, which are to live
and die Vicar of Bray.”* Though there was nothing morally
noble in such halting between two opinions, and facing both ways,
yet it saved England for the time from that worst of all calamities,

1 “For this as law I wil maintain
Until my dying day, sir,
That whatsoever king shall reign,
T'll be Vicar of Bray, sir.”
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a religious civil war, such as

: 8 5 rent France in pieces, dren
fair ﬁf:ld::1 with t?)e blood of Catholics and Probesta;n;s s‘:llili(:e dGher
many an I‘Ea!y. into petty states, and ended in Spain in ,th Pt i
of the Inquisition, and intellectual death.! Mg

437. The Question of the Queen’s Marriage i
:2g;fidt;h: 1s_ar_ne tact with regard to marriage :l"it she Ec::'llllgal\)vi:g
- eligion. Ter first Parliament, realizing that the welfar

e country depended largely on whom the queen should i
begged her to consider the question of taking a husl?aund maIfIry’
;;]j;lly was that she had resolved to live and die a maiden. o

en furt}.ler pressed, she returned answers that, like th LT
{E):rlz?.clzs, might be interpreted either way. The’ truth ;a:‘:n sz
: S:;:a %;f;lesi‘go;i}: Oiliﬁ::i:y of herhposition better than an,y o:c:

er heart at that time would hav
f;gizsrtta?; quj.r}l) of I:rEICEStCI', but she knew that to taii: el?illlnd;z
o e t}(: Incur the enmity of the great Catholic powers
would inI:zv'ita'c'I;1 a;ieila(.)tihzrle::'zzd;nié %hg aCCFl;‘Ed e
subjects. In this dilemma she resc)llrzret:llelzsa e Of'he" s
;tate (‘)f hopeful expectation. Philip II. of Sp;fle,?w}]:;) tl-lha;lcrlr{: 1‘_”3
er .51st§:r Mary, made overtures to Elizabeth. She ke tr;:'e

;v::lmége 1;1 uncertainty until at last his ambassador lost all palpf:ie]fultrt:l
. c Ered that the queen was possessed with ten thousan(i

s. Later, the Duke of Anjou, a son of Henry II. of Franc
ap]r;i)zgd;t tEIe was favorably received, but the country became sil:’n
Puritan 1a.wye:':, I}zlrlobsiii:i c;.f clz)iizg ac? thIOIiC s
?ng the marriage.® For this att;cljrlllisvrlio }i?thpamphht bioe
it fell, says an eye-witness,® he seized his }g1a :'md e
and waved it, shouting, “ God save Queen E?li:;ittl? ? ’?th';‘rha}.lta l;.i;

: (SSardiner’s History of England.
tubbs' i
S i:».;; c3;1::‘.aph1¢3t was entitled “The Discovery of the Gaping Gulf, wherei
y to be swallowed up by another French marriage, unless tiie ]'.2:11:

ans by ]Eﬂl'ﬂg see th
forbid the b ) her see the sin and punlshlnent thereof,
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was an index to the popular feeling. Men stood by the crown
even when they condemned its policy, determined, at all hazards,
to preserve the unity of the nation.

. 438. The Queen a Cogquette. — During all this time the court
buzzed with whispered scandals. Elizabeth was by nature a con-
firmed coquette. The Earl of Leicester, the Earl of Essex, and
Sir Walter Raleigh were by turns her favorites. Over her relations
with the first there hangs the terrible shadow of the murder of his
wife, the beautiful Amy Robsart.! Her vanity was as insatiable as
it was ludicrous. She issued a proclamation forbidding any one
to sell her picture, lest it should fail to do her justice. She was
greedy of flattery even when long past sixty, and there was a
sting of truth in the letter which Mary Queen of Scots wrote her,
saying, “Your aversion to marriage proceeds from your not wish-
ing to lose the liberty of compelling people to make love to you.”

439, Violence of Temper; Crooked Policy.—In temper, Eliza-
beth was arbitrary, fickle, and passionate. When her blood was
up, she would swear like a trooper, spit on a courtier’s new velvet
suit, beat her maids of honor, and box Essex’s ears. She wrote
abusive, and even profane, letters to high church dignitaries, and
openly insulted the wife of Archbishop Parker, because she did not
believe in a married clergy.

The age in which Elizabeth lived was pre-eminently one of craft
and intrigue. The kings of that day endeavored to get by fraud
what their less polished predecessors got by force. At this game
of double dealing Elizabeth had few equals and no superior. So
profound was her dissimulation that her most confidential ad-
visers never felt quite sure that she was not deceiving them. In
her diplomatic relations she never hesitated at a lie if it would
serve her purpose, and when the falsehood was discovered, she
always had another and more plausible one ready to take its place.

440, Her Knowledge of Men; the Monopolies. — The queen’s
real ability lay in ‘her instinctive perception of the needs of the

1 See the De Quadra Letter in Froude’s England.
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age, and in her power of self-adjustment to them. Elizabeth
never made public opinion, but watched it and followed it. She
knew an able man at sight, and had the happy faculty of at-
taching such men to her service. By nature she was both irreso-
lute and impulsive ; but her sense was good and her judgment
clear. She could tell when she was well advised, and although
she fumed and blustered, she yielded.

It has been said that the next best thing to having a good rule
is to know when to break it. Elizabeth always knew when to
change her policy. No matter how obstinate she was, she saw
the point where obstinacy became dangerous. In order to enrich
Raleigh and her numerous other favorites, she granted them the
exclusive right to deal in certain articles. These privileges were
called “monopolies.” They finally came to comprise almost
everything that could be bought or sold, from French wines to
second-hand shoes. The effect was to raise prices so as to make
even the common necessaries of life excessively dear. A great
outcry finally arose ; Parliament requested the queen to abolish
the “monopolies” ; she hesitated, but when she saw their deter-
mined attitude she gracefully granted the petition.

441. The Adulation of the Court.—No English sovereign was
s0 popular or so praised. The great writers and the great men of
that day vied with each other in their compliments to her beauty,
her wisdom, and her wit. She lived in an atmosphere of splendor,
of pleasure, and of adulation. Her reign was full of pageants,
progresses,' and feasts, like those which Scott describes in his
delightful novel, “ Kenilworth.” Spenser composed his poem, the
“ Fagrie Queen,” as he said, to extol “the glorious person of our
sovereign queen,” whom he blasphemously compared to the God-
head. Shakespeare is reported to have written a play? for her
amusement, and in his “Midsummer Night’s Dream * he addresses
her as the “fair vestal in the West.” = The common people were

1 Progresses: state-journeys made with great pomp and splendor,
2 The Merry Wives of Windsor,
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equally full of enthusiasm, and loved to sing and shout the praises
of their “ good Queen Bess.” After her death at Richmond, when
her body was being conveyed down the Thames to Westminster,
an extravagant eulogist declared that the very fishes that followed
the funeral barge “wept out their eyes and swam blind after!”

449. Grandeur of the Age; More's “Utopia.” —The reign of
Elizabeth was, in fact, Europe’s grandest age. It was a time when
everything was bursting into life and color. The world had sud-
denly grown larger ; it had opened toward the East in the revival
of classical learning; it had opened toward the West, and dis-
closed a continent of unknown extent and unimaginable resources.

Shortly after the discovery of America, Sir Thomas More
wrote a remarkable work of fiction, in Latin, called “Utopia"!
(the Land of Nowhere), In it he pictured an ideal common-
wealth, where all men were equal ; where none were poor ; where
perpetual peace prevailed ; where there was absolute freedom of
thought ; where all were contented and happy. It was, in fact,
the © Golden Age” come back to earth again. Such a book, now
translated into English, suited such a time, for Elizabeth’s reign
was one of adventure, of poetry, of luxury, of rapidly increasing
wealth. When men looked across the Atlantic, their imaginations
were stimulated, and the most extravagant hopes did not appear
too good to be true. Courtiers and adventurers dreamed of foun-
tains of youth in Florida, of silver mines in Brazil, of rivers in
Virginia whose pebbles were precious stones.® Thus all were
dazzled with visions of sudden riches and renewed life.

443. Change in Mode of Life. — England, too, was undergoing
transformation. Once, a nobleman’s residence had been simply a

1 «Utopia” was published in Latin about 1518, It was first translated into
English in 155I.

2 “Why, man, all their dripping-pans [in Virginia] are pure gould; . . . all
the prisoners they take are feterd in gold; and for rubies and diamonds, they goe
forth on holydayes and gather "hem by the sea-shore, to hang on their children’s
coates.” — Eastward Hoe, 2 play by John Marston and others, “as it was playd in
the Black-friers [Theatre] by the Children of her Maiesties Revels.” (16037)
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square stone fortress, built for safety only; but now that the land
was at peace and the old feudal barons destroyed, there was no
need of such precaution. Men were no longer comtent to live
shut up in sombre strongholds, surrounded with moats of stagnant
water, or in wretched hovels, where the smoke curled around the
rafters for want of chimneys by which to escape, while the wind
whistled through the'unglazed latticed windows. Mansions and
manor-houses like Hatfield, Knowle, and the “ Bracebridge Hall ”
of Washington Irving,! rose instead of castles, and hospitality, not
exclusion, became the prevailing custom. The introductio,n of
chimneys brought the cheery comfort of the English fireside, while
among the wealthy, carpets,? tapestry, and silver plate took the
place of floprs strewed with rushes, of bare walls, and of tables
covered with pewter or wooden dishes.

An old writer, lamenting these innovations, says: * When our
houses were built of willow, then we had oaken men ; but, now
that our houses are made of oak, our men have not only become
willow, but many are altogether of straw, which is a sore affliction.”

444. An Age of Adventure and of Daring. — But they were
nf)t all of straw, for that was a period of daring enterprise.
Slr.Walter Raleigh planted the first English colony, which the
maiden queen named Virginia, in honor of herself. It proved

*unsuccessful, but he said, “I shall live to see it an English nation

yet”; and he did. Frobisher explored the coasts of Labrador
ar-ld Greenland. Sir Francis Drake sailed into the Pacific, spent a
winter in or near the harbor of San Francisco, and ended his
voyage by circumnavigating the globe In the East, London mer-
chants had founded the East India Company, the beginning of
English dominion in Asia; while in Holland, Sir Philip Sydney
gave his life-blood for the cause of Protestantism.

1 Aston Hall, in the vicinity of Birmingham, is the origi ing’s “ Brace:
i y gham, is the original of Irving's “B:

2 Used at first as table covers chiefly.

3 See Map No. 12, page 218,
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445, Literature. — It was an age, too, not only of brave deeds
but of high thoughts. Spenser, Shakespeare, and Jonson were
making Englich literature the noblest of all literatures. Francis
Bacon, son of Sir Nicholas Bacon, of Elizabeth’s council, was
giving a wholly different direction to education, by teaching men
in his new philos phy, that in order to use the forces of nature
they must learn by observation and experiment to know nature her-
gelf; “for,” said he, “knowledge is power.”

446. Mary Queen of Scots claims the Crown. — For England
it was also an age of great and constant peril. Elizabeth’s entire
reign was undermined with plots against her life and against the
life of the Protestant faith. No sooner was one corspiracy de-
tected and suppressed, than a new one sprang up. Perhaps the
most formidable of these was the effort which Mary Stuart (Queen
of Scots) made to supplant her English rival. Shortly after Eliza-
beth’s accession, Mary’s husband, the king of France, died. She
returned to Scotland and there assumed the Scottish crown, at the
same time asserting her right to the English throne.

447. Mary marries Darnley; his Murder. — A few years later
she married Lord Darnley, who became jealous of Mary’s Italian
private secretary, Rizzio, and, with the aid of accomplices, seized

him in her presence, dragged him into an ante-chamber, and there

stabbed him.
The next year Darnley was murdered. It was believed that
Mary and the Earl of Bothwell, whom she soon after married, were

guilty of the crime. The people rose and cast her into prison, _

and forced her to abdicate in favor of her infant son, James VI.

448, Mary escapes to England; Plots against Elizabeth and
Protestantism. — Mary escaped and fled to England. Elizabeth,
fearing she might pass over to France and stir up war, confined

1 See Table, Paragraph No. 421. Mary's claim was based on the fact that the
Pope had never recognized Henry VIIL.'s marriage to Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth's
mother, as lawful.
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her in Bolton Castle.! During her imprisonment there and else-
where she became implicated in a plot for assassinating the Eng-
lish queen, and seizing the reins of government in behalf of herself
and the Jesuits.

It was a time when the Protestant faith scemed everywhere
marked for destruction. In France, evil counsellors had induced
the king to order a massacre of the Reformers, and on St. Bar-
tholomew’s Day thousands were slain. The Pope, misinformed in
the matter, ordered a solemn thanksgiving for the slaughter, and
struck a gold medal to commemorate it.* Philip of Spain, whose
cold, impassive face scarcely ever relaxed into a smile, now laughed
outright.  Still more recently, William the Silent, who had driven
out the Catholics from a part of the Netherlands,? had been assas-
sinated by a Jesuit fanatic,

449. Elizabeth beheads Mary. — Under these circumstances,
Elizabeth, aroused to a sense of her danger, reluctantly signed the
Scottish queen’s death warrant, and Mary, after nineteen years’
imprisonment, was beheaded at Fotheringay Castle.®

As soon as the news of her execution was brought to the queen,
she became alarmed at the political consequences the act might
have in Europe. With her usual duphcity she bitterly upbraided
the minister who had advised it, and throwing Davidson, her sec-
retary, into the Tower, fined him £10,000, the payment of which
reduced him to beggary.* Not satisfied with this, Elizabeth even
had the effrontery to write a letter of condolence to Mary’s son
(James VI.) declaring that his mother had been beheaded by
mistake | Vet facts prove that not only had Elizabeth determined
to put Mary to death, —a measure whose justice is still vehe-
mently disputed, — but she had suggested to her keeper that it
might be expedient to have her privately murdered.

1 Bolton Castle, Yorkshire.

2 Netherlands, or Low Countries: now represented in great part by Belgium
and Holland, * See The Leading Facts of French History.

2 Fotheringay Castle, Northamptonshire, demolished by James I.

4 L10,000: a sum probably equal to more than 300,000 now,
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450. The Spanish Armada.— Mary was hardly under ground
when a new and greater danger threatened the country. At her
death, the Scottish queen, disgusted with her m.elan-spmted son
James,! left her claim to the English throne to Philip II. of Spain,
who was then the most powerful sovereign in Europe, ruling over
a territory equal to that of the Roman Empire in its grea.test. €x-
tent. Philip resolved to invade England, conquer it, annex it to
his own possessions, and restore the religion of Rome. To accom-
plish this, he began fitting out the Invincible Armada,’.'g an
immense fleet, intended to carry 20,000 soldiers, and to receive on
jts way re-enforcements of 30,000 more from the Spanish army in
the Netherlands.

451. Drake’s Expedition; Sailing of the Armada; Elizabeth
at Tilbury. —Sir Francis Drake determined to put a check to
Philip’s preparations. He heard that the enemy’s fleet was gfza.th~
ered at Cadiz. He sailed there, and in spite of all opposition
effectually “singed the Spanish king’s beard,” as he sa.dd, by b.urn-
ing and otherwise destroying more than a hundred ships. This so
crippled the expedition that it had to be given up for that year,
but the next summer a vast armament set sail. It consisted of six
squadrons carrying 2500 cannon, and having on board, it is sa.‘id,
shackles and instruments of torture to bind and punish the English
heretics. :

The impending peril thoroughly aroused England. All parties,
both Catholics and Protestants, rose and joined in the defence of
their country and their queen. An army of 16,000 men under the
Earl of Leicester gathered at Tilbury,® on the Thames, to protect
London. Elizabeth reviewed the troops, saying with true Tudor
spirit, “ Though I have but the feeble body of a woman, I have
the heart of a king, and of a king of England, too.”

1 James had deserted his mother, and accepted a pension from Elizabeth,

2 Armada: an armed fleet. .

8 Filbury: a fort on the left bank of the Thames, about twenty miles below Lon-
don. Some anthorities make this review at Tilbury subsequent to the defeat of the
Armada.
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452. The Battle.—The English sea-forces under Howard, a
Catholic, as admiral, and Drake, second in command, were assem-
bled at Plymouth, watching for the enemy. When the long-looked-

for fleet came in sight, beacon fires were lighted on the hills to
give the alarm.

“For swift to east and swift to west the warning radiance spread;
High on 5t. Michael’s mount it shone, it shone on Beachy Head.
Far o’er the deep the Spaniard sees along each southern shire,
Cape beyond cape in endless range those twinkling points of fire.”?

The enemy’s ships moved steadily towards the coast in the form
of a crescent seven miles in length ; but Howard and Drake were
ready to receive them. With their fast-sailing cruisers they sailed
around the unwieldy Spanish war-ships, firing four shots to their
one, and “harassing them as a swarm of wasps would a bear.”
Several of the enemy’s vessels were captured, and one blown up.
At last the commander thought best to make for Calais to repair
damages and take a fresh start. The English followed. As soon
as night came on, Drake sent eight blazing fire-ships to drift down
among the Armada as it lay at anchor. Thoroughly alarmed at
the prospect of being burned where they lay, the Spaniards cut
their cables and made sail for the north.

453. Pursuit and Destruction of the Armada.— They were
hotly pursued by the English, who, having lost but a single vessel
in the fight, might have cut them to pieces, had not the queen’s
suicidal economy stinted them both in powder and provisions.?
Meanwhile the Spanish forces kept on. The wind increased to a
gale, the gale to a furious storm. As in such weather the Armada
could not turn back, the commander attempted to go around
Scotland and return home that way; but ship after ship was
driven ashore and wrecked on the wild and rocky coast, On one
strand, less than five miles long, over a thousand corpses were

1 Macaulay, The Armada.
2 The English crews suffered so much for want of food through Elizabeth’s parsi-
mony, that thousands of them came home from the great victory only to die.




