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29. The American Revolution.— The king's power reached its
greatest height between 1770-1782. He made most disastrous use O
it, not only at home, but abroad. He insisted that the English colonists
in America should pay taxes without representation in Parliament, even
of that imperfect kind which then existed in Great Britain. This de-
termination brought on the American Revolution — called in England
the *“King’s War.”  The war, in spite of its ardent support by the
¢« King’s Friends,” roused a powerful opposition in Parliament. Chat-
ham, Burke, Fox, and other able men protested against the king's
arbitrary course. Finally Dunning moved and carried this resolution
(1780) in the Commons: ** Resolved, that the power of the crown has
increased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished.” This vigorous
proposition came too late to affect the conduct of the war, and England
fost the most valuable of her colonial possessions. The struggle,
which ended successfully for the patriots in America, was in reality part
of the same battle fought in England by other patriots in the halls of
Parliament. On the western side of the Atlantic it resulted in the
establishment of national independence; on the edstern side, in the
final overthrow of royal tyranny and the triumph of the constitution.
It furthermore laid the foundation of that just and generous policy on
the part of England toward her other colonies, which has made her
mistress of the largest and most prosperous empire on the globe.

30. John Wilkes and the Middlesex Elections; Publication
of Parliamentary Debates. — Meanwhile John Wilkes, a member of
the House of Commons, had gained the recognition of a most impor-
tant principle. He was a coarse and violent opponent of the royal
policy, and had been expelled from the House on account of his bitter
personal attack on the king.l Several years later (1768) he was re-
elected to Parliament, but was again expelled for seditious libel ;2 he
was three times re-elected by the people of London and Middlesex,
who looked upon him as the champion of their cause; each time the

House refused to permit him to take his seat, but at the fourth election
he was successful. A few years later (1782) he induced the House to
strike out from its journal the resolution there recorded against him.?
Thus Wilkes, by his indomitable persistency, succeeded in establishing
the right of the people to elect the candidate of their choice to Parlia-
ment. During the same period the people gained another great victory
over Parliament. That body had utterly refused to permit the debates
to be reported in the newspapers. But the redoubtable Wilkes was
determined to obtain and publish such reports ; rather than have another
prolonged battle with him, Parliament conceded the privilege (1771)-
The result was that the public now, for the first time, began to know
what business Parliament actually transacted, and how 1t was done.
This fact of course rendered the members of both houses far more

____________)_—-———-—____________——4
1 In No. 45 of the North Briton (1763) Wilkes rudely accused the King of having deliber-

ately uttered a falsehood in his speech to Parliament. L
2 The libel was contained in a letter written to the newspapers by Wilkes.

3 The resolution was finally stricken out, on the ground that it was * subversive of the

rights of the whole body of electors.”
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ress was made in extending the principles of religious liberty to all bodies
of believers. After nearly three hundred years (or since the Second
Act of Supremacy, 1559), Catholics were (1830) admitted to the House
of Commons; and in the next generation (1858) Jews were likewise
admitted. Recent legislation (the Oaths’ Act of 1888) makes it impossi-
ble to exclude any one on account of his religious belief or unbelief.

Commercially the nation has made equal progress. The barbarous
cornlaws ! were repealed in 1843, the narrow protective policy of cen-
turies abandoned ; and since that period England has practically taken
its stand on unlimited free trade with all countries.

33. Condition of Ireland; Reform in the Land and the Church
Laws ; Civil Service Reform; Education; Conclusion.— In one
direction, however, there had been no advance. Ireland was politi-
cally united to Great Britain? at the beginning of the century (1801);
but long after the Irish Catholics had obtained the right of representa-
tion in Parliament, they were compelled to submit to unjust Jand laws,
and also to contribute to the support of the Established (Protestant)
Church in Ireland. Finally, through the efforts of Mr. Gladstone and
others, this branch of the Church was disestablished (1869) ; 8 later
(1870 and 1881) important reforms were effected in the Irish land laws.

To supplement the great electoral reforms which had so widely
extended the power of the popular vote, two other measures were now
carried. One was that of Civil Service Reform (1870), which opened
all clerkships and similar positions in the gift of the government to the
free competition of candidates, without regard to their political opin-
ijons. This did away with most of that demoralizing system of favor-
itism which makes government offices the spoils by which successful
political parties reward ¢little men for little services.”

The same year (1870) England, chiefly through Mr. Forster’s efforts,
took up the second measure, the question of national education. The
conviction gained ground that if the working-classes are to vote, then
they must not be allowed to remain in ignorance — the nation declared
<« we must educate our future masters.” In this spirit a system of
elementary government schools was established, which gives instruction
to tens of thousands of children who hitherto were forced to grow up
without its advantages.® These schools are not yet wholly free, although
recent legislation @ practically puts most of them on that basis.

Thus England stands to-day on a strong and broad foundation of
liberal political suffrage and of national education. The tendencies now
indicate that before many years both will become absolutely free and
absolutely universal. :

This brief sketch of English Constitutional History shows conclu-
sively that the nation’s record is one of slow but certain progress.
To-day England stands a monarchy in name, but a republic in factj
a sovereign reigns, but the people rule. The future is in their hands.

1 Corn Laws: see pages 365-368. 2 On the union of Scotland with England, see page 298,

3 See page 375. 4 See pages 376, 377- & See page 375-

¢ The Assisted Education Act of 18o1. This gives such a degree of government assistance
to elementary schools that the instruction in them is now virtually rendered free. -
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the First, commonly called Statutum de Tallagio non congedendo! that no tallage [here,
a tax levied by the King upon the lands of the crown, and upon all royal towns] or aid shall
be laid or levied by the King or his heirs in this realm, without the goodwill and assent
the Archbishops, Bishops, Earls, Barons, Kni%hts, Burgesses, and other the freemen of the
commonalty of this realm: and by authority of Parliament holden in the five and twentieth
year of the reign of King Edward the Third, it is declared and enacted, that from thenceforth
no person shall be compelled to make any loans to the King against his will because such
loans were against reason and the franchise of the land; _and by_other laws of this realm it is
provided, that none chould be charged by any charge or imposition, called a Benevolence, or
by such like charge, by which the statutes .befor.e-mentgoned, and other the good laws and
statutes of this realm, your subjects have inherited this freedom, that they should not be
compelled to contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, or other like charge, nor set by common
congent in Parliament. 4 i e :

Vet nevertheless, of late divers commissions directed to sundry Commissioners in several
counties with instructions have issued; by means whereof your people have been in divers
places assembled, and required to lend certain sums of money unto your Majesty, and many
of them upon their refusal so to do, have had an oath administered unto them, not warrantable
by the laws or statutes of this realm, and have been constrained to become bound to make
appearance and give attendance before your Privy Council, and in other places, and others of
them have been therefore imprisoned, confined, and sundry other ways molested and dis-
quieted: and divers other charges have been laid and levied upon your people in _several
counties, by Lords Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, Commissioners for Musters, (J:Esncgas
of Peace and others, by command or direction from your Majesty or your Privy Council,
against the laws and free customs of this realm: AR .

And where also by the statute called, The Great Charter of the Liberties of England,” it
is declared and enacted, that no freeman may be taken or imprisoned or be disseised of his
freeholds or liberties, or his free customs, or be outlawed or exiled; or in any manner
destroyed, but by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land: f i

And in the eight and twentieth year of the reign of King Edward the Third, it was
declared and enacted by authority of Parliament, that no man of what estate or condition that
he be, should be put out of his lands or tenements, nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor disherited,
nor put to death, without being brought to answer by due process of law:

Nevertheless, against the tenor of the said statutes, and other the good laws and statutes
of your realm, to that end provided, divers of your subjects have of late been imprisoned
without any cause showed, and when for their deliverance they were brought before your
Justices, by your Majesty's writs of Habeas Corpus, there to undergo and receive as the
Court should order, and their keepers commanded to certify the causes of their detainer; no
cause was certified, but that they were detained by your Majesty’s special command, signified
by the Lords of your Privy Council, and yet were returned back to several prisons, without
being charged with anything to which they might make answer according to law:

And whereas of late great companies of soldiers and mariners have been dispersed into
divers counties of the realm, and the inhabitants against their wills have been compelled to
receive them into their houses, and there to suffer them to sojourn, against the laws and
customs of this realm, and to the great grievance and vexation of the people:

"And whereas also by authority of Parliament, in the 25th year of the reign of King Edward
the Third, it is declared and enacted, that no man shall be forcjudged of life or limb against
the form of the Great Charter, and the law of the land: and by the said Great Charter and
other the laws and statutes of this your realm, no man ought to be adjudged to death; but by
the laws established in this your realm, either by the customs of the same realm or by Acts
of Parliament: and whereas no offender of what kind soever is exempted from the proceedings
to be used, and punishments to be inflicted by the laws and_statutes of this your realm:
nevertheless of late divers commissions under your Majesty’s Great Seal have issued forth,
by which certain persons have been assigned and appointed Commissioners with power and
authority to proceed within the land, according to the justice of martial law against such
soldiers and mariners, or other dissolute persons joining with them, as should commit an
murder, robbery, felony, mutiny, or other outrage or misdemeanour whatsoever, and by sucl
summary course and order, as is agreeable to martial law, and is used in armies in time of
war, to proceed to the trial and condemnation of such offenders, and them to cause to be
executed and put to death, according to the law martial:

By pretext whereof, some of your Majesty’s subjects have been by some of the said Com-
missioners put to death, when and where, if by the laws and statutes of the land they had
deserved death, by the same laws and statutes also they might, and by no other ought to have
been, adjudged and executed.

1 A Statute concerning Tallage not granted by Parliament. This is now held not to have
been a statute, See Gardiner's Documents of the Purilan Revolution, page 1. It is con-
sidered by Stubbs an unauthorized and imperfect abstract of Edward L.'s %onﬁrmation of
the Charters— which see,
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laws and liberties of the Kingdom.” WVI. All the clauses in the Bill of Rights are  the true,
ancient, 2nd indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this Kingdom,” VIL. Reco ition
and declaration of William and Mary as King and Queen. VIIL. Repetition of the settlement
of the Crown and limitations of the succession. 1X. Exclusion from the Crown of all persons
holding communion with the  Church of Rome” or who *“ profess the Popish religion™ or who
¢ ghall marry a Papist.” X. Every King or Queen hereafter succeeding to the Crown to assent
to the Actrfz'.e. the Test Act of 1673] *disabling Papists from sitting in either House of
Parliament,” X1, The King and (Jueen assent to aﬁ the articles of the Bill of Rights,
X1I. The Dispensing Power abolished. XIII. Exception made in favor of charters, grants,
and pardons made before October 23, 1689.

The Act of Settlement (1700-1701).! — Excludes Roman Catholics from succes-
sion to the Crown; and declares that if 2 Roman Catholic obtains the Crown, * the people of
these realms shall be and are thereby absolved of their allegiance.” Settles the Crown on the
Electress Sophia,? and “ the heirs of her body being Protestants.” Requires the soyereign to
join in communion with the Church of England. No war to be undertaken in defence of any
territories not belonging to the English Crown except with the consent of Parliament. Judges
to hold their office during good behavior. No pardon by the Crown to be pleadable agamnst an
impeachment by the House of Commons.

MISCELLANEOUS ACTS AND LAWS,

1. Bill of Attainder.— Thiswas a bill ‘hWhiCh might in itself decree sentence of death)
passed by Parliament, by which, originally, the blood of a person held to be convicted of
treason or felony was declared to be aitaznted or corrupted so that his power to inherit, trans-
mit, or hold property was destroyed. After Henry VIIL's reign the law was modified so as
not to work * corruption of blood" in the case of new felonies. Under the Stuarts, Bills of
Attainder were generally brought only in cases where the Commons believed that impeachment
would fail —as in the cases of Strafford and Laud. Lt should be noticed that in an Impeach-
ment the Commons bring the accusation, and the Lords alone act as judges; but that in a
g:inﬁ{) g.tr.ainder the Commons — that is, the accusers — themselves act as judges, as well as
e Lords.

1I. Statute of Prsemunire (1393), — This statute was enacted to check the power
claimed by the Pope in England in cases which interfered with power claimed by the King, as
in appeals made tothe Court of Rome respecting Church matters, over which the King's court
had jurisdiction. The statute received its name from the writ served on the party who had
broken the law: ¢ Pramunire facias A.B.”; thatis, * Cause A. B.to be forewarned” that
he appear before us to answer the contempt with which he stands charged. Henry VIIL
made use of this statute in order to compel the clergy to accept his supremacy over the
English Church. 3

111. Habeas Corpus Act (1679). — The name of this celebrated statute is derived from
\ts referring to the opening words of the writ:  Habeas corpus ad subjiciendum” (see page
269, Note 1).  Sir James Mackintosh declares that the essence of the statute is contained in
clatses 39, 40 of Magna Carta— which see. The right to habeas corpus was conceded by
the Petition of Right and also by the Statute of 1640. But in order to better secure the liberty
of the subject and for prevention of imprisonments be ond the seas, the Habeas Corpus Act
of 1679 was enacted, regulating the issue and return o writs of habeas corpus. :

The principal provisions of the Act are: 1. Jailers (except in cases of commitment for

treason or felony) must within three days of the reception of the writ produce the prisoner in

court, unless the court is at a distance, when the time may be extended to twenty days at the
most. 2. A jvailer, refusing to do this, forfeits L1oo for the first offence, and %200 for the
second. 3. No one set at liberty upon any ‘Habeéas Corpus to be re-committed for the same
o?’ecime except by the court having jurisdiction of the case. 4- The Act not to apply to cases
of debt. =

1 This act, says Taswell Langmead, is * the Title Deed of the reigning Dynasty, and a
veritable original contract between the Crown and the People.”

2 The Electress Sophia was the granddaughter of James I.; she married the Elector of Han-
over, and became mother of George I. See page 403
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SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL DATES IN ENGLISH
HISTORY.!

[The * marks the most important dates.]

i
‘,.. THE PREHISTORIC PERIOD. Conversion of Northumbria, 667.
Britain part of the continent of Europe. CJ]urch belis firat mentisned by Bods; 680
The Rough-Stone Age. Bede, the historian, dies, 735.
The Polished-Stone Age, Egbert takes refuge at the court of Charle-
Age of Bronze begins, 1500 B.C.7 -agne, 750,
Britain_mentioned B ie hel hae oF e First landing of the Danes in England, 789.
_”:I'm Tandality Haodstas o iie: *Egbert (king of Wessex, conquers a large
Britain mentioned by the name of “ Albion” part of the country (827), and takes the
b Ariotial w.c. q50? title of ** King of the English "), 828,
Pytheas visits and describes Britain, B.C. Alfred theCreaty 7r.
oh The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle becomes impor-
Tatioi uetion of Tron; Bic-acor tant from about this time, 871.
2{?1? of Wedmore, 879.
1. TiE Rosin PERIOD. BC) 2 red issues his code of laws, 8go.
e imeketlad U L
: & utual de £ -
xrg]a:‘ig;:n:i u.lan:m‘ LA g fence, etc.) men:
s gins the conquest of Britain, *gn.tns'tar.x,Archb:shop of Canterbury, g6o.
Caractacus taken prisoner, so. S::;am‘;s ;a”mi g
Slaughter of the Druids, ’,x. Cﬁig% :;‘5*:““ i
Revolt of Boadicea, 61. Invasion of the Danes — Danegeld paid by

Establishment of the Rom: 3 d i i
e e an power by Agri- ecree of the Witan for the first time, gg1.

Agricpla builds a line of forts, 81.
Hadrian's Wall,' 1217

*Britain abandoned by the Romans, 410.

IV. DANISH PERIOD, 1013-1042.

Sweyn, the Dane, is acknowledged ki

S the English, 1013, s g

5 E SAXON, OR EARLY ENGLISH, Edward (afterward King Edward the Con-
PERIOD, 449-1013; 1042-1066. fessor) is taken to Normandy, where he

T Triten settla fn Ko, remains until 1042, 1o13.
i 449- C h i
= : anute, the Dane, chosen kin, F
a and Cissa found the kingdom of Sussex, | Divides ‘England i’nto four grf;.tm::ﬂdams
1017. {

Godwin made Earl of Wessex, 1020,

477
Cerdic founds the kingdom of Wessex
Arthur defeats the Saxons, 5207 Foi
g}f; Angles settle Northumbria, s47. V. THE SAXO
. ildas writes his hsftory of Britain, 5507 z N, OR EARLY ENGLISH,
Landing of Augustine; conversion of Kent, PERIOD (RESTORED), 1042-1066.

Edward the Confessor, 1042.
Edward begins building Westminster Abbey,
1049,

597
Caxdmon, first English
poet, 664.
Church council at Whitby, 664.

1 Many early dates are approximate only.
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