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buckled shoes. The boys go bareheaded winter and summer. An
exciting game of foot-ball, played in the schoolyard in this peculiar
medizval dress, seems strangely in contrast with the sights of
modern London streets. It is as though the spectator, by passing
through a gateway, had gone back ovsr three centuries of time.
Coleridge, Lamb, and other noted men of letters were educated
here, and have left most interesting reminiscences of their school
life, especially the latter, in his delightful * Essays of Elia.”?

418. Effect of Catholicism versus Protestantism. — Speaking
of thé Protestant Reformation, of which Edward VI. may be taken
as a representative, Macaulay remarks that “it is difficult to say
whether England received most advantage from the Roman
Catholic religion or from the Reformation. For the union of the
Saxon and Norman races, and the abolition of slavery, she is
chiefly indebted to the influences which the priesthood in the
Middle Ages exercised over the people ; for political and intellect-
ual freedom, and for all the blessings which they have brought in
their train, she owes most to the great rebellion of the people
against the priesthood.”

419. Summary. — The establishment of the Protestant faith in
England, and of a large number of free Protestant schools known
as Edward VI.’s schools, may be regarded as the leading events
of Edward’s brief reign of six years.

MARY. — 1553-1558.

420. Lady Jane Grey claims the Crown.— On the death of
Edward, Lady Jane Grey, a descendant of Henry VII., and a dis-
tant relative of Edward VI., was persuaded by her father-in-law,
the Duke of Northumberland, to assume the crown, which had
been left to her by the will of the late king. Edward’s object in
naming Lady Jane was to secure a Protestant successor, since

1 See Lamb’s Essays, “ Christ’s Hospital.” Hospital, so called because intended
for *poor, fatherless children.” The word was then often used in the sense of
asylum, or “home,”
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his elder sister, Mary, was a devout Catholic, while from his
younger sister, Elizabeth, he seems for some reason to have been
estranged. Mary was without doubt the rightful heir,! She re-
ceived the support of the country, and Lady Jane Grey and her
husband, Lord Dudley, were sent to the Tower.

421. Question of Mary's Marriage; Wyatt's Rebellion, —
While they were confined there, the question of the queen’s mar-
riage came up. Out of several candidates for her hand, Mary
gave preference to her cousin, Philip IL of Spain. Her choice
was very unpopular, for it was known in England that Philip was a
selfish and gloomy fanatic, who cared for nothing but the advance-
ment of the Roman Catholic faith.

An insurrection now broke out, led by Sir Thomas Wyatt, the
object of which was to place the Princess Elizabeth on the throne,
and thus secure the crown to Protestantism. Lady Jane Grey’s
father was implicated in the rebellion. The movement ended in
fatlure, the leaders were executed, and Mary ordered her sister

1 Table showing some of the descendants of Henry VIIL., with the respective
claims of Queen Mary and Lady Jane Grey to the crown.

Henry VIL*
I B = 2 3 4

| R
Arthur, b. 1486, He VIIL Margaret. Mary, m.
d. 1502, noissue. i Charles

I [ | 1 J.HIIL‘:’ V. of Brandon.
Mary, b. Elizabeth, Edward V1., Scotland, |
1516,d.5558. b.1533,d. b. 1538, d. d. 1542. Frances

1603. 1553 | Brandon, m.
Mary Queencf Henry Grey.
Scots, b. 1542, |
d. 1587. Jane Grey,
m. Lord Guil-
James V1. of ford Dudley,
Scotland andI.  beheaded
of England, 1554.
crowned 1603.

* The heavy lines indicate the direct order of succession. Next after Henry VIIL's de-
scendants the claim would go to the descendants of Margaret (No. 3), and lastly to those of
Mary, wife of Charles Brandoa {(No. 4).
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Elizabeth, who was thought to be in the plot, to be seized and
imprisoned in the Tower.

A little later, Lady Jane Grey and her husband perished on the
scaffold. The name, JANE, deeply cut in the stone wall of the
Beauchamp Tower,! remains as a memorial of the nine days’
queen. She died at the age of seventeen, an innocent victim of
the greatness which had been thrust upon her.

422. Mary marries Philip IT. of Spain; Efforts to restore
Catholicism. — A few months afterward the royal marriage was
celebrated, but Philip soon found that the air of England had too
much freedom in it to suit his delicate constitution, and he re-
turned to the more congenial climate of Spain.

From that time Mary, who was left to rule alone, directed all
her efforts to the restoration of the Catholic church. She repealed
the legislation of Henry VIIL’s and Edward VI.’s reign, so far as
it gave support to Protestantism. The old relations with Rome
were resumed. To accomplish her object in supporting her re-
ligion, the queen resorted to the arguments of the dungeon, the
rack, and the fagot, and Mary’s chief advisers, Cardinal Pole, with
Bishops Bonner and Gardiner, vied with each other in the work of
persecution and death.

423. Devices for reading the Bible. — The penalty for read-
ing the English Scriptures, or for offering Protestant prayers, was
death. In his autobiography, Benjamin Franklin says that one
of his ancestors, who lived in England in Mary’s reign, adopted
the following expedient for giving his family religious instruction :
He fastened an open Bible with strips of tape on the under side of
a stool. When he wished to read it aloud he placed the stool up-
side down on his knees, and turned the pages under the tape as
he read them. One of the children stood watching at the door to
give the alarm if any one approached ; in that case, the stool was

1 The Beauchamp Tower is part of the Tower of London. On its walls are
scores of names cut by those who were imprisoned in it.
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set quickly on its feet again on the floor, so that nothing could be
seen.

424. Religious Toleration Unknown in Mary's Age. — Mary
would doubtless have bravely endured for her faith the full meas-
ure of suffering which she inflicted. Her state of mind was that
of all who then held strong convictions. FEach party believed it a
duty to convert or exterminate the other, and the alternative
offered to the heretic was to “ turn or burn.”

Sir Thomas More, who gave his life as a sacrifice to conscience
in Henry’s reign, was eager to put Tyndale to the torture for
franslating the Bible. Cranmer, who perished at Oxford, had
been zealous in sending to the flames those who differed from him.
Even Latimer, who died bravely at the stake, exhorting his com-
panion Ridley “ to be of good cheer and play the man, since they
would light such a candle in England that day as in God’s grace
should not be put out,” had abetted the kindling of slow fires
under men as honest and determined as himself but on the oppo-
site side. Tn like spirit Queen Mary kept Smithfield ablaze with
martyrs, whose blood was the seed of Protestantism. Yet perse-
cution under Mary never reached the proportions that it did on
the continent. At the most, but a few hundred died in England
for the sake of their religion, while Philip II., during the last of
his reign, covered Holland with the graves of Protestants, tor-
tured and put to cruel deaths, or buried alive, by tens of thou-
sands.

425. Mary's Death. — But Mary’s career was short. She
died in 1558, near the close of an inglorious war with France,
which ended in the fall of Calais, the last English possession on
the continent. It was a great blow to her pride, and a serious
humiliation to the country. “After my death,” she said, “you
will find Calais written on my heart.” Could she have foreseen
the future, her grief would have been greater still. For with the
end of her reign the Pope lost all power in England, never to
regam it.
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426. Mary deserving of Pity rather than Hafred. — Mary’s
name has come down to us associated with an epithet expressive
of the utmost abhorrence; but she deserves pity rather than
hatred. Her cruelty was the cruelty of sincerity, never, as was her
father’s, the result of indifference or caprice. A little book of
prayers which she left, soiled by constant use, and stained with
many tears, tells the story of her broken and disappointed life.
Separated from her mother, the unfortunate Catharine of Aragon,
when she was only sixteen, she was ill-treated by Anne Boleyn
and hated by her father. Thus the springtime of her youth was
blighted. Her marriage brought her no happiness; sickly, ill-
favored, childless, unloved, the poor woman spent herself for
naught. Her first great mistake was that she resolutely turned her
face toward the past ; her second, that she loved Philip of Spain
with all her heart, soul, and strength, and so, out of devotion to a
bigot, did a bigot’s work, and earned that execration which never

fails to be a bigot’s reward.

427. Summary. — This reign should be looked upon as a
period of reaction. The temporary check which Mary gave to
Protestantism deepened and strengthened it. Nothing builds up a
religious faith like martyrdom, and the next reign showed that
every heretic that Mary had burned helped to make at least a

hundred more. ~

ELIZABETH. — 1558-1603.

428. Accession of Elizabeth. — Elizabeth was the daughter of
Henry VIII. and Anne Boleyn. At the time of Mary's death she
was living in seclusion in Hatfield House, near London, spending
most of her time in studying the Greek and Latin authors. When
the news was brought to her, she was deeply moved, and exclaimed,
“Tt is the Lord’s doings ; it is marvellous in our eyes.” Five days

gafterwards she removed to London by that road over which the
last time she had travelled it she was being carried a prisoner to

the Tower.
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429. Difficulty of Elizabeth's Position. — Her position was
full of difficulty, if not absolute peril. Mary Stuart of Scotland,
now by marriage queen of France,' claimed the English crown
through descent from Henry VII, on the ground that Elizabeth,
as daughter of Anne Boleyn, was not lawfully entitled to the throne,
the Pope never having recognized Henry’s second marriage. Both
France and Rome supported this claim. On the other hand,
Philip II. of Spain favored Elizabeth, but solely because he hoped
to marry her and annex her kingdom to his dominions, Scotland
was divided between two religious factions, and its attitude as an
independent kingdom could hardly be called friendly. Ireland
was a nest of desperate rebels, ready to join any attack on an
English sovereign.

430. Religious Parties. — But more dangerous than all, Eng-
land was divided in its religion. In the north, many noble families
stood by the old faith, and hoped to see the Pope’s power restored.
In the towns of the southeast, a majority favored the Protestant
church of England as it had been organized under Edward VI,

Besides these two great parties there were two more, who made
up in zeal and determination what they lacked in numbers. One
was the Jesuits ; the other, the Puritans. The Jesuits were a new
Roman Catholic order, banded together to support the church and
to de:;trny heresy ; openly or secretly their agents penetrated every
country ; it was believed that they hesitated at nothing to gain
their ends. The Puritans were Protestants who, like John Calvin of
Geneva, and John Knox of Edinburgh, were bent on cleansing or
“purifying” the reformed faith from every vestige of Catholicism.
Many of them were what the rack and the stake had naturally
made them,— hard, fearless, narrow, bitter. In Scotland they
had got entire possession of the government ; in England they
were steadily gaining ground. They were ready to recognize the
queen as head of the state church, they even wished that all per-

1 After Elizabeth, Mary stood next in order of succession. See Table, Paragraph
No. 4a1.
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sons should be compelled to worship as the government pre-
scribed, but they protested against such a church as Elizabeth
and the bishops then maintained.

431. The Queen’s Choiee of Counsellors. — Her policy from the
beginning was one of compromise. In order to conciliate the
Catholic party, she retained eleven of her sister Mary’s counsellors,
but added to them Sir William Cecil (Lord Burleigh), Sir Nicholas
Bacon, and, later, Sir Francis Walsingham, with others who were
favorable to the reformed faith.

On his appointment, Elizabeth said to Cecil, *This judgment I
have of you, that you will not be corrupted with any gifts, that you
will be faithful to the state, and that without respect to my private
will you will give me that counsel which you think best.” Cecil
served the queen until his death, forty years afterward. The
almost implicit obedience with which Elizabeth followed his advice
sufficiently proves that he was the real power not only behind, but
generally above, the throne.

432. The Coronation. —The bishops were Roman Catholic,
and Elizabeth found it difficult to get one to perform the corona-
tion services. At length the Bishop of Carlisle consented, but
only on condition that the queen should take the ancient form of
coronation oath, by which she virtually bound herself to support
the Church of Rome.? To this Elizabeth agreed, and having
consulted her astrologer, Dr. Dee, to fix a lucky day for the cere-
mony, she was crowned by his advice on Sunday, Jan. 15, 1550.

433. Changes in the Church Service; Religious Legislation.
—The late Queen Mary, besides having repealed the legislation of
the two preceding reigns, in so far as it was opposed to her own
religious convictions, had restored the Roman Catholic Latin
Prayer-Book. At Elizabeth’s coronation, a petition was presented

1 By this oath, every English sovereign from William the Conqueror to Elizabeth,
and even as late as James IL., with the single exception of Edward V1., swore to
™ preserve religion in the same state as did Edward the Confessor,” This was
changed to support Protestantism in 1688.
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stating that it was the custom to release a certain number of pris-
oners on such occasions. The petitioners, therefore, begged her
majesty to set at liberty the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John, and also the apostle Paul, who had been for some time
shut up in a strange language. The English Service-Book, with
some slight changes, was accordingly reinstated.

A bill was soon after passed requiring all clergymen, under
penalty of imprisonment for life, to use it, and it only. The same
act imposed a heavy fine on all persons who failed to attend the
Church of England on Sundays or holidays. At that time church
and state were supposed to be inseparable, No country in Europe,
not even Protestant Germany, could then conceive the idea of
their existing apart. Whoever, therefore, refused to sustain the
established form of worship was looked upon as a rebel against
the government. To try such rebels, a special court was organized
by Elizabeth, called the High Commission Court.! By it many
Catholics were tortured and imprisoned for persisting in their
allegiance to the Pope. About two hundred priests and Jesuits
were put to death. A number of Puritans, also, were executed for
seditious publications, while others were imprisoned or banished.

434. Act of Supremacy. —No sooner was the queen’s acces-
sion announced to the Pope, than he declared her illegitimate, and
ordered her to lay aside her crown and submit herself entirely to
his guidance. Such a demand was a signal for battle. However
much attached the larger part of the nation, especially the country
people, may have been to the religion of their fathers, yet they
intended to support the queen. The temper of Parliament mani-
fested itself in the immediate re-enactment of the Act of Suprem-
acy. It was essentially the same, “though with its edge a little
blunted,” as that which, under Henry, had freed England from
the dominion of Rome.

To this act, every member of the House of Commons was

_— — = I R ——

1 High Commussion Court: so called, because originally certain church dignita-
Ties were appointed commissioners to inquire into heresies and kindred matters.
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obliged to subscribe ; thus all Catholics were excluded from among
them. The Lords, however, not being an elective body, were
excused from the obligation.

435. The Thirty-nine Articles; the Queen’s Religion. — Half
a year later the creed of the English church, which had been first
formulated under Edward VI., was revised and reduced to the
Thirty-nine Articles which constitute it at the present time. But
the real value of the religious revolution which was taking place
did not lie in the substitution of one creed for another, but in the
new spirit of inquiry, and the new freedom of thought which that
change awakened.

As for Elizabeth herself, she seems to have had no deep and
abiding convictions on these matters. Her tendency was undoubt-
edly towards Protestantism, but to the end of her life she kept
up some Catholic forms. A crucifix, with lighted candles in front
of it, hung in her private chapel, before which she prayed to the
Virgin as fervently as her sister Mary had ever done.

436. The Nation halting between Two Opinions.— In this
double course she represented the majority of the nation, which
hesitated about committing itself fully to either side. Men were
not wanting who were ready to lay down their lives for conscience’
sake, but they were by no means numerous. Many sympathized
at heart with the notorious Vicar of Bray, who kept his pulpit
under the whole or some part of the successive reigns of Henry,
Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth, changing his theology with each
change of rule. When taunted as a turncoat, he replied, * Not
so, for I have always been true to my principles, which are to live
and die Vicar of Bray.”! Though there was nothing morally
noble in such halting between two opinions, and facing both ways,
yet it saved England for the time from that worst of all calamities,

1 “For this as law 1 will maintain
Until my dying day, sir,
That whatsoever king shall reign,
I'll be Vicar of Bray, sir.”
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a religious civil war, such as rent France in pieces, drenched her
fair fields with the blood of Catholics and Protestants, split Ger-
many and Italy into petty states, and ended in Spain in the triumph
of the Inquisition, and intellectual death.!

437. The Question of the Queen's Marriage. — Elizabeth
showed the same tact with regard to marriage that she did with
regard to religion. Her first Parliament, realizing that the welfare
of the country depended largely on whom the queen should marry,
begged her to consider the question of taking a husband. Her
reply was that she had resolved to live and die a maiden queen.
When further pressed, she returned answers that, Ijke the ancient
oracles, might be interpreted either way. The truth was, that
Elizabeth saw the difficulty of her position better than any one
else. The choice of her heart at that time would have been the
Protestant Earl of Leicester, but she knew that to take him as
consort would be to incur the enmity of the great Catholic powers
of Europe. On the other hand, if she accepted a Catholic, she
would inevitably alienate a large and influential number of her own
subjects. In this dilemma she resolved to keep both sides in a
state of hopeful expectation. Philip II. of Spain, who had married
her sister Mary, made overtures to Elizabeth. She kept him
waiting in uncertainty until at last his ambassador lost all patience,
and declared that the queen was possessed with ten thousand
devils. ILater, the Duke of Anjou, a son of Henry II. of France,
proposed. He was favorably received, but the country became so
alarmed at the prospect of having a Catholic king, that Stubbs, a
Puritan lawyer, published a coarse and violent pamphlet denounc-
ing the marriage? For this attack his right hand was cut off; as
it fell, says an eye-witness,® he seized his hat with the other hand,

and waved it, shouting, “ God save Queen Elizabeth]” That act

1 Gardiner’s History of England,

2 Stubbs’s pamphlet was entitled * The Discovery of the Gaping Gulf, wherein
England is likely to be swallowed up by another French marriage, unless the Lords
forbid the bans by letting her see the sin and punishment thereof™

# Camden's Annals, 1581,
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was an index to the popular feeling. Men stood by the crown
even when they condemned its policy, determined, at all hazards,
to preserve the unity of the nation.

438. The Queen a Coquette. — During all this time the court
buzzed with whispered scandals. Elizabeth was by nature a con-
firmed coquette. The Earl of Leicester, the Earl of Essex, and
Sir Walter Raleigh were by turns her favorites. Over her relations
with the first there hangs the terrible shadow of the murder of his
wife, the beautiful Amy Robsart.! Her vanity was as insatiable as
it was ludicrous. She issued a proclamation forbidding any one
to sell her picture, lest it should fail to do her justice. She was

- E
greedy of flattery even when long past sixty, and there was a

sting of truth in the letter which Mary Queen of Scots wrote her,
saying, “Your aversion to marriage proceeds from your not wish-
ing to lose the liberty of compelling people to make love to you.”

439. Violence of Temper; Crooked Policy.— In temper, Eliza-
beth was arbitrary, fickle, and passionate. When her blood was
up, she would swear like a trooper, spit on a courtier’s new velvet
suit, beat her maids of honor, and box Essex’s ears. She wrote
abusive, and even profane, letters to high church dignitaries, and
openly insulted the wife of Archbishop Parker, because she did not
believe in a married clergy.

The age in which Elizabeth lived was pre-eminently one of craft
and intrigne. The kings of that day endeavored to get by fraud
what their less polished predecessors got by force. At this game
of double dealing Elizabeth had few equals and no superior. So
profound was her dissimulation that her most confidential ad-
visers never felt quite sure that she was not deceiving them. In
her diplomatic relations she never hesitated at a lie if it would
serve her purpose, and when the falsehood was discovered, she
always had another and more plausible one ready to take its place.

440. Her Knowledge of Men; the Monopolies. — The queen’s
real ability lay in her instinctive perception of the needs of the

1 See the De Quadra Letter in Froude's England
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age, and in her power of self-adjustment to them. Elizabeth
never made public opinion, but watched it and followed it. She
knew an able man at sight, and had the happy faculty of at-
taching such men to her service. By nature she was both irreso-
lute and impulsive ; but her sense was good and her judgment
clear. She could tell when she was well advised, and although
she fumed and blustered, she yielded.

It has been said that the next best thing to having a good rule
is to know when to break it. Elizabeth always knew when to
change her policy. No matter how obstinate she was, she saw
the point where obstinacy became dangerous. In order to enrich
Raleigh and her numerous other favorites, she granted them the
exclusive right to deal in certain articles. These privileges were
called “monopolies.” They finally came to comprise almost
everything that could be bought or sold, from French wines to
second-hand shoes. The effect was to raise prices so as to make
even the common necessaries of life excessively dear. A great
outery finally arose ; Parliament requested the queen to abolish
the “monopolies” ; she hesitated, but when she saw their deter-
mined attitude she gracefully granted the petition.

441. The Adulation of the Court.—No English sovereign was
so popular or so praised. The great writers and the great men of
that day vied with each other in their compliments to her beauty,
her wisdom, and her wit. She lived in an atmosphere of splendor,
of pleasure, and of adulation. Her reign was full of pageants,
progresses,) and feasts, like those which Scott describes in his
Jelightful novel, “ Kenilworth.” Spenser composed his poem, the
% Faérie Queen,” as he said, to extol “the glorious person of our
sovereign queen,” whom he blasphemously compared to the God-
head. Shakespeare is reported to have written a play? for her
amusement, and in his “ Midsummer Night’s Dream " he addresses
her as the “ fair vestal in the West.” The common people were

1 Progresses: state-journeys made with great pomp and splendor.
£ The Merry Wives of Windsor.
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equally full of enthusiasm, and loved to sing and shout the praises
of their “good Queen Bess.” After her death at Richmond, when
her body was being conveyed down the Thames to Westminster,
an extravagant eulogist declared that the very fishes that followed
the funeral barge “ wept out their eyes and swam blind after 1

443. Grandeur of the Age; More's “Utopia.” — The reign of
Elizabeth was, in fact, Europe’s grandest age. It was a time when
everything was bursting into life and color. The world had sud-
denly grown larger ; it had opened toward the East in the revival
of classical learning; it had opened toward the West, and dis-
closed a continent of unknown extent and unimaginable resources.

Shortly after the discovery of America, Sir Thomas More
wrote a remarkable work of fiction, in Latin, called “Utopia™!
(the Land of Nowhere). In it he pictured an ideal common-
wealth, where all men were equal ; where none were poor; where
perpetual peace prevailed ; where there was absolute freedom of
thought ; where all were contented and happy. It was, in fact,
the “ Golden Age' come back to earth again. Such a book, now
translated into English, suited such a time, for Elizabeth’s reign
was one of adventure, of poetry, of luxury, of rapidly increasing
wealth. When men looked across the Atlantic, their imaginations
were stimulated, and the most extravagant hopes did not appear
too good to be true. Courtiers and adventurers dreamed of foun-
tains of youth in Florida, of silver mines in Brazil, of rivers in
Virginia whose pebbles were precious stones.? Thus all were
dazzled with visions of sudden riches and renewed life.

443. Change in Mode of Life. — England, too, was undergoing
transformation. Once, a nobleman’s residence had been simply a

1 “Utopia™ was published in Latin about 1518. It was first translated into
English in 1551

2 “ Why, man, all their dripping-pans [in Virginia] are pure gould; ... all
the prisoners they take are feterd in gold; and for rubies and diamonds, they goe
forth on holydayes and gather "hem by the sea-shore, to hang on their children's
coates.” — Fastfward Hoe, a play by John Marston and others, “as it was playd in
the Black-friers [Theatre] by the Children of her Maiesties Revels.” (16037)
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square stone fortress, built for safety only ; but now that the land
was at peace and the old feudal barons destroyed, there was no
need of such precaution. Men were no longer content to live
shut up in sombre strongholds, surrounded with moats of stagnant
water, or in wretched hovels, where the smoke curled around the
rafters for want of chimneys by which to escape, while the wind
whistled through the unglazed latticed windows. Mansions and
manor-houses like Hatfield, Knowle, and the * Bracebridge Hall™
of Washington Irving,' rose instead of castles, and hospitality, not
exclusion, became the prevailing custom. The introduction of
chimneys brought the cheery comfort of the English fireside, while
among the wealthy, carpets,?® tapestry, and silver plate took the
place of floors strewed with rushes, of bare walls, and of tables
covered with pewter or wooden dishes.

An old writer, lamenting these innovations, says:  When our
houses were built of willow, then we had oaken men; but, now
that our houses are made of oak, our men have not only become
willow, but many are altogether of straw, which is a sore affliction.”

444 An Age of Adventure and of Daring. — But they were
not all of straw, for that was a period of daring enterprise.
Sir Walter Raleigh planted the first English colony, which the
maiden queen named Virginia, in honor of herself. It proved
unsuccessful, but he said, “I shall live to see it an English nation
yet”; and he did. Frobisher explored the coasts of Labrador
and Greenland. Sir Francis Drake sailed into the Pacific, spent a
winter in or near the harbor of San Francisco, and ended his
voyage by circumnavigating the globe.® In the East, London mer-
chants had founded the East India Company, the beginning of
English dominion in Asia; while in Holland, Sir Philip Sydney
gave his life-blood for the cause of Protestantism.

1 Aston Hall, in the vicinity of Birmingham, is the original of Irving’s  Brace-
bridge Hall."
2 Used at first as table covers chiefly.
See Map No, 12, page 218.
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445. Literature. — It was an age, too, not only of brave deeds
but of high thoughts. Spenser, Shakespeare, and Jonson were
making English literature the noblest of all literatures. Francis
Bacon, son of Sir Nicholas Bacon, of Elizabeth’s council, was
giving a wholly different direction to education, by teaching men
in his new philosophy, that in order to use the forces of nature
they must learn by observation and experiment to know nature her-
self; *for,” said he, “knowledge is power.”

446. Mary Queen of Scots claims the Crown. — For England
it was also an age of great and constant peril. Elizabeth’s entire
reign was undermined with plots against her life and against the
life of the Protestant faith. No sooner was one corspiracy de-
tected and suppressed, than a new one sprang up. Perhaps the
most formidable of these was the effort which Mary Stuart (Queen
of Scots) made to supplant her English rival. Shortly after Eliza-
beth’s accession, Mary’s husband, the king of France, died. She
returned to Scotland and there assumed the Scottish crown, at the
same time asserting her right to the English throne.!

447. Mary marries Darnley; his Murder. — A few years later
she married Lord Darnley, who became jealous of Mary’s Italian
private secretary, Rizzio, and, with the aid of accomplices, seized
him in her presence, dragged him into an ante-chamber, and there
stabbed him.

The next year Darnley was murdered. It was believed that
Mary and the Earl of Bothwell, whom she soon after married, were
guilty of the crime. The people rose and cast her into prison,
and forced her to abdicate in favor of her infant son, James VI,

448, Mary escapes to England; Plots against Elizabeth and

Protestantism. - — Mary escaped and fled to England. Elizabeth,
fearing she might pass over to France and stir up war, confined

1 See Table, Paragraph No. 421. Mary’s claim was based on the fact that the
Pope had never recognized Henry VIIL's marriage to Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth’s
mother, as lawfal,
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her in Bolton Castle! During her imprisonment there and else-
where she became implicated in a plot for assassinating the Eng-
lish queen, and seizing the reins of government in behalf of herself
and the Jesuits.

It was a time when the Protestant faith seemed everywhere
marked for destruction. In France, evil counsellors had induced
the king to order a massacre of the Reformers, and on St. Bar-
tholomew’s Day thousands were slain. The Pope, misinformed in
the matter, ordered a solemn thanksgiving for the slaughter, and
struck a gold medal to commemorate it.* Philip of Spain, whose
cold, impassive face scarcely ever relaxed into a smile, now laughed
outright.  Still more recently, William the Silent, who had driven
out the Catholics from a part of the Netherlands,? had been assas-
sinated by a Jesuit fanatic.

449. Elizabeth beheads Mary. — Under these circumstances,
Elizabeth, aroused to a sense of her danger, reluctantly signed the
Scottish queen’s death warrant, and Mary, after nineteen years'
imprisonment, was beheaded at Fotheringay Castle.®

As soon as the news of her execution was brought to the queen,
she became alarmed at the political consequences the act might
have in Europe. With her usual duplcity she bitterly upbraided
the minister who had advised it, and throwing Davidson, her sec-
retary, into the Tower, fined him 10,000, the payment of which
reduced him to beggary.! Not satisfied with this, Elizabeth even
had the effrontery to write a letter of condolence to Mary’s son
(James VI.) declaring that his mother had been beheaded by
mistake ! Yet facts prove that not only had Elizabeth determined
to put Mary to death, —a measure whose justice is still vehe-
mently disputed, — but she had suggested to her keeper that it
might be expedient to have her privately murdered.

1 Bolton Castle, Yorkshire,

2 Netherlands, or Low Countries: now represented in great part by Belgium
and Holland. ® See The Leading Facts of French History.

% Fotheringay Castle, Northamptonshire, demolished by James 1.

4 [10,000: a sum probably equal to more than $300,000 NOW.
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450. The Spanish Armada.— Mary was hardly under ground
when a new and greater danger threatened the country. At her
death, the Scottish queen, disgusted with her mean-spirited son
James,! left her claim to the English throne to Philip II. of Spain,
who was then the most powerful sovereign in Europe, ruling over
a territory equal to that of the Roman Empire in its greatest ex-
tent. Philip resolved to invade England, conquer it, annex it to
his own possessions, and restore the religion of Rome. To accom-
plish this, he began fitting out the “Invincible Armada,”® an
immense fleet, intended to carry 20,000 soldiers, and to receive on
its way re-enforcements of 30,000 more from the Spanish army in
ihe Netherlands.

451. Drake's Expedition; Sailing of the Armada; Elizabeth
at Tilbury. —Sir Francis Drake determined to put a check to
Philip’s preparations. He heard that the enemy’s fleet was gath
ered at Cadiz. He sailed there, and in spite of all opposition

effectually “singed the Spanish king’s beard,” as he said, by burn-
ing and otherwise destroying more than a hundred ships. This so
crippled the expedition that it had to be given up for that year,
but the next sammer a vast armament set sail. It consisted of six
squadrons carrying 2500 cannon, and having on board, it is said.
shackles and instruments of torture to bind and punish the English
heretics.

The impending peril thoroughly aroused England. All parties,
both Catholics and Protestants, rose and joined in the defence of
their country and their queen. An army of 16,000 men under the
Earl of Leicester gathered at Tilbury,® on the Thames, to protect
London. Elizabeth reviewed the troops, saying with true Tudor
spirit, “ Though I have but the feeble body of a woman, I have
the heart of a king, and of a king of England, too.”

1 James had deserted his mother, and accepted a pension from Elizabeth,

2 Armada: an armed fleet.

2 Filbury : a fort on the left bank of the Thames, about twenty miles below Lon-

don. Some authorities make this review at Tilbury subsequent to the defeat of the
Armada.
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452. The Battle. —The English sea-forces under Howard, a
Catholic, as admiral, and Drake, second in command, were assem-
bled at Plymouth, watching for the enemy. When the long-looked-
for fleet came in sight, beacon fires were lighted on the hills to
give the alarm,

“For swilt to east and swift to west the warning radiance spread;
High on 5t. Michael’s mount it shone, it shone on Beachy Head.
Far o'er the deep the Spaniard sees along each southern shire,
Cape beyond cape in endless range those twinkling points of fire.” !

The enemy’s ships moved steadily towards the coast in the form
of a crescent seven miles in length ; but Howard and Drake were
ready to receive them. With their fast-sailing cruisers they sailed
around the unwieldy Spanish war-ships, firing four shots to their
one, and “harassing them as a swarm of wasps would a bear.”
Several of the enemy’s vessels were captured, and one blown up.
At last the commander thought best to make for Calais to repair
damages and take a fresh start. The English followed. As soon
as night came on, Drake sent eight blazing fire-ships to drift down
among the Armada as it lay at anchor. Thoroughly alarmed at
the prospect of being burned where they lay, the Spaniards cat
their cables and made sail for the north.

453. Pursuit and Destruction of the Armada. — They were
hotly pursued by the English, who, having lost but a single vessel
in the fight, might have cut them to pieces, had not the queen’s
suicidal economy stinted them both in powder and provisions?
Meanwhile the Spanish forces kept on. The wind increased to a
gale, the gale to a furious storm. As in such weather the Armada
could not turn back, the commander attempted to go around
Scotland and return home that way; but ship after ship was
driven ashore and wrecked on the wild and rocky coast. On one
strand, less than five miles long, over a thousand corpses were

1 Macaulay, The Armada.
2 The English crews suffered so much for want of food through Elizabeth's parsis
mony, that thousands of them came home from the great victory only to die.
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counted. Those who escaped the waves met death by the hands
of the inhabitants. Eventually, only about a third of the fleet, half
manned by crews stricken by pestilence and death, succeeded in
reaching Spain. Thus ended Philip’s boasted attack on England.
When all was over, Elizabeth went in state to St. Paul’s to offer
thanks for the victory. It was afterward commemorated by a
medal which the queen caused to be struck, bearing this inscrip-
tion : “ God blew with his winds, and they were scattered.”

454. Insurrection in Ireland. — A few years later, a terrible
rebellion broke out in Ireland. From its partial conquest in the
time of Henry II., the condition of that island continued to be
deplorable. First, the chiefs of the native tribes fought con-
stantly among themselves ; next, the English attempted to force
the Protestant religion upon a people who detested it ; lastly, the
greed and misgovernment of the rulers put a climax to these mis-
eries, so that the country became, as Raleigh said, “a common-
wealth of common woe.” Under Elizabeth a war of extermination
began, so merciless that the queen herself declared that if the work
of destruction went on much longer, “she should have nothing left
but ashes and corpses to rule over.” “Then, but not till then, the
starving remnant of the people submitted, and England gained a
barren victory which has ever since carried with it its own curse.

455. The First Poor Law. — In 1601 the first effective English
poor law was passed. It required each parish to make provision
for such paupers as were unable to work, while the able-bodied
were compelled to labor for their own support. This measure re-
lieved much of the distress which had prevailed during the two
previous reigns, and forms the basis of the law in force at the
present time.

456. Elizabeth’s Death. —The death of the great queen, in
1603, was as sad as her life had been brilliant. Her favorite,
Essex, Shakespeare’s intimate friend, had been beheaded for an
attempted rebellion against her power. From that time she grew,
as she said, “heavy-hearted.” Her old friends and counsellors
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were dead, her people no longer welcomed her with their former
enthusiasm ; treason had grown so common that Hentzner, a
German traveller in England, said that he counted three. hundred
heads of persons, who had suffered death for this crime, exposed
on London Bridge. Elizabeth felt that her sun was nearly set:
gradually her strength declined ; she ceased to leave her palace,
and sat muttering to herself all day long, “ Mortua, sed non sepulta 1"
“Dead, but not buried 1" At length she lay propped up on cush-
ions on the floor,! “tired,” as she said, “of reigning, and tired of
life.”” In that sullen mood she departed to join that silent majority
whose realm under earth is bounded by the sides of the grave.
“ Four days afterward,” says a writer of that time, “she was for-
gotten.’
effigy, in the north aisle of Henry VIL’s Chapel, and in the oppo-
site aisle the tomb and effigy of her old rival and enemy, Mary
Queen of Scots. The sculptured features of both look placid.
“ After life’s fitful fever they sleep well.”

One may see her tomb, with her full-length, recumbent

457. Summary. —The Elizabethan period was in every respect
remarkable. It was great in its men of thought, and equally great
in its men of action. It was greatest, however, in its successful
resistance to the armed hand of religious oppression. The defeat
of the Armada gave renewed courage to the cause of the Reforma-
tion, not only in England, but in every Protestant country in
Europe. It meant that a movement had begun which, though it
might be temporarily hindered, would at last secure to all civi-
lized countries the right of private judgment and of liberty of
conscience.

1 See Delaroche’s fine picture, “ The Death of Queen Elizabeth.”
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GENERAL VIEW OF THE TUDOR PERIOD.— 1485-1603
GOVERNMENT. — 1I. RELIGION. — III. MILITARY AFFAIRS. — IV.

LITERATURE, LEARNING, AND ART.— V. GENERAL INDUSTRY AND
COMMERCE. — V1. MODE OF LIFE, MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS.

GOVERNMENT.

458. Absolutism of the Crown, Free Trade; the Post-Office
— During a great part of the Tudor period the power of the crown was
well-nigh absolute. Four causes contributed to this: 1I. The destruc-
tion of a very large part of the feudal nobility by the Wars of the
Roses:? 2. Tke removal of many of the higher clergy from the House
of Lords;? 3. The creation of a new nobility dependent on the king;
4. The desire of the great body of the people for “peace at any price.™

Under Henry VII. and Elizabeth the courts of Star-Chamber and
High Commission exercised arbitrary power, and often inflicted cruel
punishments for offences against the government, and for heresy or the
denial of the religious supremacy oi the sovereign.

Heunry VILI. established a treaty of tree trade, called the “Great Inter-
course,” between England and the Netherlands. Under Elizabeth the
first ]m.ahnasler-geneifnl entered upon his duties, though the post-office
was not fully established until the reign of her successor.

RELIGION.

459 Establishment of the Protestant Church of England. —
Henry VIII. suppressed the Roman Catholic monasteries, seized their
property, and ended by declaring the Church of England independent

1 In the last Parlisment before the Wars of the Roses (1454) there were 53
temporal peers; at the beginning of the reign of Henry VIL. (1485) there were
only 29. :

2 Out of a total ot barely go peers, Henry VIIL., by the suppression of the
monasteries, removed upwards of 36 abbots and priors. He, however, added five
new bishops, which made the House of Lords number about 55.

i S ———
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of the Pope. Thenceforth, he assumed the title of Head of the National
Church. Under Edward VI. Protestantism was established by law.
Mary led a reaction in favor of Romanism, but her successor, Elizabeth,
reinstated the Protestant form of worship. Under Elizabeth the Puri-
tans demanded that the national church be purified from all Romish
forms and doctrines. Severe laws were passed under Elizabeth for the
punishment of both Catholics and Puritans, all persons being required
to conform to the Church of England.

MILITARY AFFAIRS.

460. Arms and Armor; the Navy.— Though gunpowder had
been in use for two centuries, yet full suits of armor were siill worn
during a great part of the period. An improved match-lock gun, with
the pistol, an Italian invention, and heavy cannon were introduced.
Until the death of Henry VIII. footsoldiers continued to be armed
with the long-bow; but under Edward VI. that weapon was super-
seded by firearms. The principal wars of the period were with Scot-
land, France, and Spain, the last being by far the most important, and
ending with the destruction of the Armada.

Henry VIII. established a permanent navy, and built several vessels
of upwards of 1000 tons register. The largest men of war under Eliza-
beth carried forty cannon and a crew of several hundred men.

LITERATURE, LEARNING, AND ART.

461. Bchools.— The revival of learning gave a great impetus to
education. The money which had once been given to monasteries was
now spent in building schools, colleges, and hospitals. Dean Colet
established the free grammar school of St. Paul's, several colleges were
endowed at Oxford and Cambridge, and Edward VI. opened upwards
of forty free schools in different parts of the country, of which the Blue-
Coat School, London, is one of the best known. Improved text-books
were prepared for the schools, and Lilye's Latin Grammar, first pub-
lished in 1513 for the use of Dean Colet's school, continued a standard
work for over three hundred years.

462 Literature; the Theatre. — The latter part of the period
deserves the name of the “ Golden Age of English Literature.” More,
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Sydney, Hooker, Jewell, were the leading prose writers ; while Spenser,
Marlowe, Jonson, and Shakespeare represented the poets.

In 1574 a public theatre was erected in London, in which Shakespeare
was a stockholder. Not very long after a second was opened. At bot.h
these (the Globe and the Blackfriars) the great dramatist appe:ued in
his own plays, and in such pieces as King John, Richard l.!'nt? Third, and
the Henrys, he taught his countrymen more of the true spirit and mean-
ing of the nation’s history than they had ever learned before. HI.'S his-
torical plays are chiefly based on Holinshed and Hall, two chroniclers
of the period.

463. Progress of Science; Superstitions. — The discoveries
of Columbus, Cabot, Magellan, and other navigators had proved the
earth to be a globe. Copernicus, a Prussian astronomer, now demon-
strated the fact that it both turns on its axis and revolves around the
sun, but the discovery was not accepted until many years later. X

On the other hand, astrology, witchcraft, and the transmutation ol
copper and lead into gold were generally believed in: In preaching
before Queen Elizabeth, Bishop Jewell urged that smngenf: measures
be taken with witches and sorcerers, saying that through their d_emom-
acal acts “your grace’s subjects pine away even unto d?alh, their color
fadeth, their flesh rotteth.” Lord Bacon and other eminent men held
the same belief, and many persons eventually suffered death for the

practice of witchcraft.

464. Architecture, — The Gothic, or Pointed, style of architecture
reached its final stage (the Perpendicular) in the early part of this period
The first examples of it have already been mentioned at the close of the
preceding period. See Paragraph No. 376. After the close of H.cnry
VIL.’s reign no attempts were made to build any grand church edifices
antil St. Paul’s Cathedral was rebuilt by Wren, in the seventeenth cen-
tury, in the Italian, or classical style. :

In the latter part of the Tudor period many sta_tcly country houses
and grand city mansions were built, ornamented with carved woodwork
and bay-windows. Castles were no longer cons;ructed,' and, as the
country was at peace, many of those which .had been built were aban-
doned, though a few castellated mansions like Thornbury Gloucester

1 Such as Hatfield House, Knowle and Hardwick Hall; and, in London,
sansions similar to Crosby Hall
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shire were built in Henry VIIL's time. The streets of London still
continued to be very narrow, and the tall houses, with projecting stories,
were so near together at the top that neighbors living on opposite sides
of the street might almost shake hands from the upper windows.

GENERAL INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE.

465. Foreign Trade.— The geographical discoveries of this period
gave a great impulse to foreign trade with Africa, Brazil, and North
America. The wool trade continued to increase, and also commerce
with the East Indies. In 1600 the East India Company was established,
thus laying the foundation of England’s Indian empire, and ships now
brought cargoes direct to England by way of the Cape of Good Hope.
Sir Francis Drake did a flourishing business in plundering Spanish set-
tlements in America and Spanish treasare-ships, and Sir John Hawkins
became wealthy through the slave trade, — kidnapping negroes on the
coast of Guinea, and selling them to the Spanish West India colonies.
The domestic trade of England was still carried on largely by great
annual fairs. Trade, however, was much deranged by the quantities of
debased money issued under Henry V1II. and Edward VL

Elizabeth reformed the currency, and ordered the mint to send out
coin which no longer had a lie stamped on its face, thereby setting an
example to all future governments, whether monarchical or republican.

MODE OF LIFE, MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS.

466. Life in the Country and the City.— In the cities, this was
an age of luxury; but on the farms, the laborer was glad to get a bundle
of straw for a bed, and a wooden trencher to eat from. Vegetables
were scarcely known, and fresh meat was eaten only by the well-to-do.
The cottages were built of sticks and mud, without chimneys, and were
nearly as bare of furniture as the wigwam of an American Indian.

The rich kept several mansions and country houses, but paid little
attention to cleanliness: and when the filth and vermin in one became
unendurable, they left it “to sweeten,” as they said, and went to an-
other of their estates. The dress of the nobles continued to be of
the most costly materials and the gayest colors.

At table, a great variety of dishes were served on silver plate, but
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fingers were still used in place of forks. Tea and coffee were unknown,
and beer was the usual drink at breakfast and supper.

Carriages were not in use, except by Queen Elizabeth, and all jour-
neys were performed on horseback. Merchandise was also generally
transported on pack-horses, the roads rarely being good enough for the
passage of wagons. The principal amusements were the theatre, dan-
cing, masquerading, bull and bear baiting (worrying a bull or bear
with dogs), cock-fighting, and gambling.

DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS AND PEOPLE.

IX.

-
4 It is the nature of the devil of tyranny to tear and rend the body which
he leaves,” — MACAULAY.

BEGINNING WITH THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS, AND
ENDING WITH THE DIVINE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE.

KING or PARLIAMENT?

HOUSE OF STUART. — 1603-1649, 1660-1714.

James ., 1603-1625. Charles 11., 1660-1685.

Charles l., 1625-1649. James |I., 1685-1688.
The Commonwealth and William & Mary,! 1689-1702.
Protectorats, 1649-1660. Anne, 1702-1714.

467. Accession of James I. — Elizabeth was the last of the
Tudor family. By birth, James Stuart, only son of Mary Stuart,
Queen of Scots, and great grandson of Margaret, sister of Henry
VIII., was the nearest heir to the crown.? He was already king
of Scotland under the title of James VI. He now, by choice of
Parliament, became James I. of England. By his accession the
two countries were united under one sovereign, but each retained
3 The new
monarch found himself ruler over three kingdoms, each professing
a different religion. Puritanism prevailed in Scotland, Catholicism

its own Parliament, its own church, and its own laws.

in Ireland, Anglicanism or Episcopacy in England.

1 Orange-Stuart,

2 See Table, Paragraph No, gor.

2 On his coins and in his proclamations, James styled himself King of Great
Britain, France, and Ireland, But the term Great Britain did not properly come
into use until somewhat more than a hundred years later, when, Yy an act of Par-
liament under Anne, Scotland and England were legally united.




