LEADING FACTS OF ENGLISH HISTORY [1154-1189

SECTION VI

“Man bears within him certain ideas of order, of justice, of reason,
with a constant desire to bring them into play . . . ; for this he labors
unceasingly.” — GUlzoT, History of Croilization.

THE ANGEVINS, OR PLANTAGENET S, I154—1399
THE BARONS versus THE CROWN

CONSOLIDATION OF NORMAN AND SAXON INTERESTS — RISE OF
THE NEW ENGLISH NATION

HeNrRY II, 1154-1189. Epwarp 1, 1272-13071
RicHARD I, 1189-1199. Epwarp II, 1307-1327.
JoHN, 1199-1216. Epwarp III, 1327-1377.
dexry IIT, 1216-1272. RicaarD II, 1377-1399.

200. Accession and Dominions of Henry II. — Henry was just
of age when the death of Stephen called him to the throne.

From- his father, Count Geoffrey of Anjou, came the title of
Angevin. The name Plantagenet, by which the family came to
be known later, was derived from the count’s habit of wearing a
sprig of the golden-blossomed broom-plant, or Plante-genét, as
the French called it, in his helmet.

Henry received from his father the dukedoms of Anjou and
Maine, from his mother Normandy and the dependent province
of Brittany, while through his marriage with Eleanor, the divorced
Queen of France, he acquired the great southern dukedom of
Aquitaine.

Thus on his accession he became ruler over England and more
than half of France, his realms extending from the borders of
Scotland to the base of the Pyrenees.?

1 Not crowned until 1274. 2 See Maps Nos. 8and 10, facing pages 88 and 130.
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To these extensive possessions Henry added the eastern half
of Ireland.! The country was but partially conquered and never
justlyruled. The English power there has remained ever since like
a spear-point embedded in a living body, inflaming all around it.?

270. Henry’s Charter and Reforms. — On his mother’s side
Henry was a descendant of Alfred the Great (8§ 90) ; for this
reason he was hailed with enthusiasm by the native English. He
at once began a system of reforms worthy of his illustrious
ancestor. His first act was to issue a charter confirming the
promises of good government made by his grandfather, Henry I
(5 185). His next was to begin levelling to the ground the
castles illegally built in Stephen’s reign, which had caused such
widespread misery to the country?® (§ rgx). He continued the
work of demolition until it is said he had destroyed no less than
eleven hundred of these strongholds of oppression.

Having accomplished this work, the King turned his attention
to the coinage. During the civil war the barons had issued
money debased in quality and deficient in weight. Henry abol-
ished this currency and issued in its place silver pieces: of full
weight and value.

1 Jreland: the population of Treland at this time consisted mainly of descendants
of the Celtic and other prehistoric races which in ed Britain at the period of
the Roman invasion. When the Saxons conguered Britain, many of the natives,
who were of the same stock and spoke essentially the same language as the Irish,
fled to that country. Later, the Danes formed settlements on the coast, especially
in the vicinity of Dublin. :

The conquest of England by the Normans was practically a victory gained by one
branch of a German race over another (Saxons and Normmns having originally
sprung from the same stock), and the two soon mingled; but the partial conquest of
Ireland by the Normans was a radically different thing. They and the Irish had
really nothing in common. TFhe latter refused to accept the feudal system, and con-
tinued to split up into savage tribes or clans under the rule of petty chiefs always at
war with each other.

Thus for centuries after England had established a settled government Ireland
remained, partly through the battles of the clans, and partly through the aggressions
of a hostile race, in a state of anarchic confusion which prevented all true national
growth.

2 Lecky’s England.

3 Under William the Conqueror and his immediate successors no one was allowed
toerect a castle without a royal license. During Stephen’s time the great barons
constantly violated this salutary regulation.
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211. War with France; Scutage (1160). — Having completed
these reforms, the King turned his attention to his continental
possessions. Through his wife, Henry claimed the county of Tou-
louse in Southern France. To enforee this claim he declared war.

Henry’s barons, however, refused to furnish troops to fight
outside of England. The King wisely compromised the matter
by offering to accept from each knight a sum of money in lieu
of service, called scutage, or shield-money.! The propoesal was
agreed to (1160); and means were thus furnished to hire
soldiers for foreign wars.

Later in his reign Henry supplemented this tax by the passage
of a law 2 which revived the national mihtia (§§ 132, 200) and
placed it at his command for home service. By these two meas-
ures the King made himself practically independent of the barons,
and thus gained a greater degree of power than any previous
ruler had possessed.

212. Thomas Becket.®!— There was, however, one man in
Henry’s kingdom — his chancellor, Thomas Becket —who was
always ready to serve him. At his own expense he now equipped
seven hundred knights, and, crossing the Channel, fought valiantly
for the suppression of the rebellion in Toulouse.*

Becket was the son of Gilbert Becket, a Norman. According
to tradition Gilbert went out to the Holy Land as a Crusader.
There, it was said, he was captured, but he m turn succeeded in
captivating the heart of an Eastern princess. She helped him
to escape to his native land, and then followed. The princess
knew but two words of English, —“Gilbert” and ¢ London.”

1 Scutage : (skue” tage) from the Latin scufum, a shield ; the understanding being
that he who would not take his shield and do battle for the king should pay
enough to hire one who would.

The scutage was assessed at two marks. Later, the assessment varied. The
mark was two-thirds of a pound of silver by weight, or thirteen shillings and four
pence ($3.20). Reckoned in modern money, the tax was probably at least twenty
times two marks, or about $128. The only coin in use in England up to Edward I's
reign (1272) was the silver penny, of which twelve made a shilling.

2 The Assize or Law of Arms.

8 Also spelled A Becket and Beket.

4 See Map No. 8, facing page 88 (Toulouse in the south of France).
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By constantly repeating these, as she wandered from city to
city, she at length found both, and the long search for her lover
ended in a happy marriage.

213. Becket made Archbishop (nﬁz) — Shortly after Becket's
return from the continent Henry resolved to appoint him Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. Becket knew that the King purposed
beginning certain church reforms with which he was not in
sympathy, and declined the office. But Henry would take no
denial. :

At last, wearied with his importunity, Becket consented, but
warned the King that he should uphold the rights of the clergy.
He now became the head of the Church, and was the first man of
English birth called to that exalted position since the Norman
Conquest.

With his assumption of the sacred office, Becket seemed to
wholly change his character. He had been a man of the world,
fond of pomp and pleasure. He now gave up all luxury and
show. He put on sackcloth, lived on bread and water, and spent
his nights in prayer, tearing his flesh with a scourge.

214. The First Quarrel. — The new archbishop’s presentiment
of evil soon proved true. Becket had hardly taken his seat when
a quarrel broke out between him and the King. In his need for
money Henry had levied a tax on all lands, whether belonging to
the barons or churchmen.

Becket opposed this tax.! He was willing, he said, that the
clergy should contribute, but not that they should be assessed.

The King declared with an oath that all should pay alike ; the
archbishop vowed with equal determination that not a single
penny should be collected from the Church. What the result was
we do not know, but from that time the King and Becket never
met again as friends.

215. The Second Quarrel. — Shortly afterward, a much more
serious quarrel broke out between the two. Under the law of
William the Conqueror, the Church had the right to try in its
own courts all offences committed by monks and priests (§ zo1).

1 See § 200, page 79, note 2, on Clergy.

ot e
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This privilege had led to great abuses. Men whose only claim
to sanctity was that they wore a black gown or had a shaven head
claimed the right of being judged by the ecclesiastical tribunal.
The heaviest sentence the Church could give was imprisonment in
a monastery, with degradation from the clerical office. Generally,
however, offenders got off with flogging and fasting.

On this account many criminals who deserved to be hanged

.escaped with a slight penalty. Such a case now occurred. A
priest named Brois had committed an unprovoked murder. Henry
commanded him to be brought before the King’s court; Becket
interfered, and ordered the case to be tried by the bishop of the
diocese. That functionary sentenced the murderer to lose his
place for two years.

216. The Constitutions of Clarendon (1164). — The King, now
thoroughly aroused, determined that such flagrant disregard of
justice should no longer go on. He called a council of his chief
men at Clarendon,! and laid the case before them.

He demanded that in future the state or civil courts should be
supreme, and that in every instance their judges should decide
whether a criminal should be tried by the common law of the
land or handed over to the church courts.

He required, furthermore, that the clergy should be held strictly
responsible to the Crown, so that in case of dispute the final
appeal should be neither to the archbishop nor to the Pope, but
to himself. After protracted debate the council passed these
measures, which, under the name of the Constitutions of Claren-
don, now became law. (See Constitutional Summary in Appendix,
page vi, § 8, and page xxxii.)

Becket, though bitterly opposed to this enactment, finally
assented and swore to obey it. Afterward, feeling that he
had conceded too much, he retracted his oath and refused to
be bound by the Constitutions. The other chufch ' dignitaries
became alarmed at the prospect; and left Becket to settle with
the King as best he might. Henceforth it was a battle between
one man and the whole power of the Government.

1 Clarendon Park, Wiltshire, near Salisbury.
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217. The King enforces the Law ; Becket leaves the Country. —
Henry at once proceeded to put the Constitutions into execution
without fear or favor.

“Then was seen the mournful spectacle,” says a champion of
the Church of that day, “of priests and deacons who had com-
mitted murder, manslaughter, robbery, theft, and other crimes,
carried in carts before the commissioners and punished as though
they were ordinary men.” !

Not satisfied with these summary procedures, the King, who
seems now to have resolved to rnin Becket or to drive him from
the kingdom, summoned the archbishop before a royal council at
Northampton. The charges brought against him appear to have
had little, if any, foundation. .

Becket, though he answered the summons, refused to acknowl-
edge the jurisdiction of the council, and appealed to the Pope.
“Traitor ! 7 cried a courtier, as he picked up a bunch of muddy
rushes from the floor and flung them at the archbishop’s head.

Becket turned and, looking him sternly in the face, said, «“ Were
I not a churchman, I would make you repent that word.”

Realizing, however, that he was now in serious danger, he soon
after left Northampton and fled to France.

218. Banishment versus Excommunication (1164).— Henry,
finding Becket beyond his reach, next proceeded to banish his
kinsmen and friends, without regard to age or sex, to the number
of nearly four hundred. The miserable exiles, many of whom
were nearly destitute, were forced to leave the country in
midwinter, and excited the pity of all who saw them.

Becket indignantly retaliated. He hurled at the King’s coun-
sellors the awful sentence of excommunication or expulsion from
the Church. It declared the King accursed of God and man,
deprived of help in this world, and shut out from hope in the
world to come. In this manner the quarrel went on with ever-
increasing bitterness for the space of six years.

219. Prince Henry crowned; Reconciliation (1170). — Henry,
who had long wished to associate his son, Prince Henry, with him

1 William of Newburgh’s Chronicle.
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in the government, had him crowned at Westminster by the Arch-
bishop of York, the bishops of London and Salisbury taking part.

By custom, if not indeed by law, Becket alone, as Archbishop
of Canterbury, bad the right to perform this ceremony.

When Becket heard of the coronation, he declared it an ouirage
both against Christianity and the Church. So great an outcry
now arose that Henry believed it expedient to recall the absent
archbishop, especially as the King of France was urging the Pope
to take up the matter. Henry accordingly went over to the
continent, met Becket, and persuaded him to return.

250. Renewal of the Quarrel; Murder of Becket (x170). — But
the reconciliation was on the surface only ; underneath, the old
hatred smouldered, ready to burst forth into flame.

As soon as he reached England, Becket invoked the thunders
of the Church against those who had officiated at the coronation
of Prince Henry. He excommunicated the Archbishop of York
with his assistant bishops.

The King took their part, and in an unguarded moment
exclaimed, in an outburstrof passion, < Will none of the cowards
who eat my bread rid me of that turbulent priest?”” In answer
to his angry cry for relief, four knights set out without Henry’s
knowledge for Canterbury, and brutally murdered the archbishop
within the walls of his own cathedral.

221. Results of the Murder.— The crime sent a thrill of horror
throughout the realm. The Pope proclaimed Becket a saint.
The English people felt that in a certain sense Becket had risen
from their ranks and was of their blaod (§ 212). They looked
upon the dead ecclesiastic as a martyr who had diéd in the defence
of the Church, and of all those around whom the Church cast its
protecting power. .

The cathedral of Canterbury was hung in mourning ; Becket’s
shrine became the most famous in England. The stone pavement,
and the steps leading to it, still show by their deep-worn hollows
where thousands of pilgrims coming from all parts of the kingdom,
and frot the continent even, used to creep on their knees to the
saint’s tomb to pray for his intercession.

THE TOWER OF LONDON
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Henty himself was so far vanquished by the reaction in Becket's
favor, that he gave up any further attempt to formally enforce
the Constitutions of Clarendon (§ 216), by which he had
hoped to establish a uniform system of administration of justice.
But the attempt, though baffled, was not wholly lost; like seed
buried in the soil, it sprang up and bore good fruit in later
generations.

222. The King makes his Will; Civil War. — Some years
after the murder, the King bequeathed England and Normandy
to Prince Henry.! He at the same time provided for his sons
Geoffrey and Richard. To John, the youngest of the brothers,
he gave no territory, but requested Henry to grant him several
castles, which the latter refused to do.

“ 1t is our fate,” said one of the sons, * that none should love
the rest; that is the only inheritance which will never be taken
from us.”

It may be that that legacy of hatred was the result of Henry’s
unwise marriage with Eleanor, an able but perverse woman, or it
may have sprung from her jealousy of ¢ Fair Rosamond ” and
other favorites of the King.?

Eventually this feeling burst out into civil war. Brother fought
against brother, and Eleanor, conspiring with the King of France,
turned against her husband.

223. The King’s Penance (1173).— The revolt against Henry's
power began in Normandy (x:173). While he was engaged
in quelling it, he received intelligence that Earl Bigod of

1 After his coronation Prince Henry had the title of Henry III; but as he died
before his father, he never properly became king in his own right.

2 % Fair Rosamond” [Rosa mundi, the Rose of the world (as #4zn interpreted)]
was the daughter of Lord Clifford. According to tradition the King formed an
attachment for this lady before his unfortunate marriage with Eleanor, and con-
structed a place of concealment for her in a forest in Woodstock, near Oxford. Some
accounts report the Queen as discovering her rival and putting ber to death. She

was buried in the nunnery of Godstow near by. When Henry’s son John became
King, he raised a monument to her memory with the inscription in Latin:—

“This tomb doth here enclose
The world’s most beauteous Rose —
Rose passing sweet erewhile,
Now naught but odor vile.”
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Norfolk? and the bishop of Durham, both of whom hated the King’s
reforms, since they curtailed their authority, had risen against him.
Believing that this new trouble was a judgment of Heaven for
Becket’s murder, Henry resolved to do penmance at his tomb.
Ieaving the continent with two prisoners in his charge,— one his
son Henry’s queen, the other his own,—he travelled with all
speed to Canterbury. There, kneeling abjectly before the grave
of his former chancellor and friend, the King submitted to be
beaten with rods by the priests, in expiation of his sin.

224. End of the Rebellion and of the Struggle of the Barons
against the Crown.— Henry then moved against the rebels in the
north. Convinced of the hopelessness of holding out against his
forces, they submitted. With their submission the struggle of the
barons against the Crown came to an end. It had lasted just one
hundred years (1074—1174).

Tt settled the question, once for all, that England was not like
the rest of Europe, to be managed in the interest of a body of
great baronial landholders always at war with each other; but
was henceforth to be governed by one central power, restrained
but not overridden by that of the nobles and the Church.

225. The King again begins his Reforms (1176). — As soon as
order was restored, Henry once more set about completing his
legal and judicial reforms (§216). His great object was to
secure a uniform system of administering justice which should
be effective and impartial.

Henry I had undertaken to divide the kingdom into districts
or circuits, which were assigned to a certain number of judges,
who travelled through them at stated times collecting the royal
revenue and administering the law (§ 187). Henry II revised
and perfected this plan.?

1 Hugh Bigod: the Bigods were among the most prominent and also the most
turbulent of the Norman barons. On the derivation of the name, see Webster’s
Dictionary, ¢ Bigot.”

2 Grand Assize and Assize of Clarendon (not to be confounded with the Consti-
tutions of Clarendon). The Assize of Clarendon was later expanded and made per-
manent under the name of the Assize of Northampton. See Constitutional Summary

in Appendix, page vi, § 7-

1154-118g] THE ANGEVINS, OR PLANTAGENETS g5

Not only had the barons set up private courts on their estates,
but they had in many cases got the entire control of the town
and other local courts, and dealt out such justice or injustice as
they pleased. The King’s judges now presided over these tribu-
nals, thus bringing the common law of the realm to every man’s
door. i

226. Grand Juries. — The Norman method of settling disputes
was by trial of battle, in which the contestants or their champions
fought the matter out either with swords or cudgels (§ 198).
There were those who objected to this club-law. To them the
King offered the privilege of leaving the case to the decision of
twelve knights, chosen from the neighborhood, who were sup-
posed to know the facts. (See Constitutional Summary in
Appendix, page vi, § 8.)

In like manner, when the judges passed through a circuit, a
grand jury of not less than sixteen was to reporf to them the
criminals of each district. These the judges forthwith sent to
the Church to be examined by the ordeal (§ 127). If con-
victed, they were punished ; if not, the judges ordered them as
suspicious characters to leave the country within eight days.
In that way the rascals of that generation were snmmar'ilv
disposed of. -

227. Origin of the Modern Trial by Jury (1350).—In the
reign of Henry's son John, the Church abolished the ordeal
throughout Christendom. It then became the custom in Eng-
land to choose a petty jury, acquainted with the facts, who con-
firmed or denied the accusations brought by the grand jury.
When this petty jury could not agree, the decision of a ma}'()rit'y
was sometimes accepted.

Owing to the difficulty of securing justice in this way, it gradu-
ally became the custom to summon witnesses, who gave their
testimony before the petty jury in order thereby to obtain a
unanimous verdict.

The first mention of this change occurs in the reign of
Edward III (1350) ; and from that time, perhaps, may be dated
the true beginning of our modern method, by which the jury

»
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bring in a verdict, not from what they personally know, but
from evidence sworn to by those who do.

Henry II may rightfully be regarded as the true founder of
the system which England, and England alm_le',_fully matured,
and which has since been adopted by every cn'lhzed. country O‘f
the globe. (See Constitutional Summary in Appendix, page vi,
§8.)

228. The King’s Last Days. — Henry’s last days were fEﬂl of
bitterness. Ever since his memorable return from the ‘contment
(§ 223), he had been obliged to hold the Queen a prisoner lest
che should undermine his power. His sons were (115(.:ontented
and rebellious. Toward the close of his reign they again plotted
against him with King Philip of France. War was then declared
against that country. : i |

When peace was made, Henry, who was 1_}-mg ill, asked to see
2 list of those who had conspired against him. At the head of
it stood the name of his youngest son, John, whom he trusted.

At the sight of it the old man turned his falce. to the wall3 sayingrz
«T have nothing left to care for; let all things go their way.
Two days afterward -he died of a broken heart.

22¢. Summary. — Henry IT left his work only half done;
ot that half was permanent, and its beneficent mark may be seen
on the English law and the English constitution at the present

¥
tlm\i’.hen he ascended the throne he found a people who had long
been suffering the miseries of a protracted civil war. He estab’-
lished a stable government. He redressed the wrongs of his
people. He punished the mutinous harons,_ :

He compelled the Church, at least for a time, to :ac‘know:le gef
the supremacy of the State. He reforrn_ed Fhe adn'umstraﬂon }(1)
law; established methods of judicial inquiry which gradl;;'_l y
developed into trial by jury; and mad_e all men feel that a king
sat on the throne who believed in justice and was able to make
justice respected.
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«
RIC; D I (Ceeur de Lion)!— r18g-1199

230. Accession and Character of Richard. — Henry II was
succeeded by his second son, Richard, his first having died during
the civil war (1183) in which he and his brother Geoffrey had
fought against Prince Richard and their father (§ 222). Richard
was born at Oxford, but he spent his youth in France.

The only English sentence that he was ever known to speak
was when he was in a raging passion. He then vented his wrath
against an impertinent Frenchman, in some broken but decidedly
strong expressions of his native tongue.

Richard’s bravery in battle and his daring exploits gained for
him the flattering surname of Cceur de Lion. He had a right to
it, for with all his faults he certainly possessed the heart of a lion.
He might, however, have been called, with equal truth, Richard
the Absentee, since out of a nominal reign of ten years he spent
but a few months in England, the remaining time being consumed
in wars abroad.

231. Condition of Society. — Perhaps no better general pic-
ture of society in England during this period can be found than
that presented by Sir Walter Scott’s novel, ¢ Ivanhoe.” There
every class appears. One sees the Saxon serf and swineherd,
wearing the brazen collar of his master Cedric; the pilgrim
wandering from shrine to shrine, with the palm branch in his
cap to show that he has visited the Holy Land; the outlaw,
Robin Hood, lying in wait to strip rich churchmen and other
travellers who were on their way through Sherwood Forest. He
sees, too, the Norman baron in his castle torturing the aged
Jew to extort his hidden gold; and the steel-clad knights,
with Ivanhoe at their head, splintering lances in the tourna-
ment, presided over by Richard’s brother, the traitorous Prince
John.

1 Richard Ceeur de Lion (Keiir d¢ Le’dn), Richard the Lion-hearted. An old
chironicler says the King got the name from his adventure with a lion. The beast
attacked him, and as the King had no weapons, he thrust his hand down his throat
and “ tore out his heart |
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232. Richard’s Coronation. — Richard was on the continent
at the time of his father’s death. His first act was to liberate
his mother from her long imprisonment at Winchester (§ 228);
his next, to place her at the head of the English government
until his arrival from Normandy. - Unlike Henry IT, Richard did
not issue a charter, or pledge of good government (8§ 210). He,
however, took the usual coronation oath to defend the Church,
maintain justice, make salutary laws, and abolish evil customs ;
such an oath might well be considered a charter in itself.

233. The Crusade (1190); Richard’s Devices for raising Money.
__ Immediately after his coronation, Richard began to make prep-
arations to join the King of France and the Emperor of Germany
in the third crusade. To get money for the expedition, the King
extorted loans from the Jews, who were the creditors of half
England, and had almost complete control of the capital and
commerce of every country in Europe.

The English nobles who joined Richard also borrowed largely
from the same source ; and then, suddenly turning on the hated
lenders, they tried to extinguish the debt by extinguishing the
Jews. A pretext against the unfortunate race was easily found.
Riots broke out in London, York, and elsewhere, and hundreds
of Israclites were brutally massacred.

Richard’s next move to obtain funds was to impose a heavy
tax; his next, to dispose of titles of rank and offices in both
Church and State, to all who wished to buy them. Thus, to the
aged and covetous bishop of Durham he sold the earldom of
Northumberland for life, saying, as he concluded the bargain,
« Qut of an old bishop I have made a new earl.”

He sold, also, the office of chief justice to the same prelate for
an additional thousand marks (§ 211, note 1), while the King of
Scotland purchased freedom from subjection to the English King
for ten thousand marks.

Last of all, Richard sold charters to towns. One of his
courtiers remonstrated with him for his greed for gain. He
replied that he would sell London itself if he could but find a
purchaser.
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.2‘34' The Rise of the Free Towns. — Of all these devices for
raising money, the last had the most important results. From
the time of the Norman Conquest the large towns of England
with few exceptions, were considered part of the king’s property :

* the smaller places generally belonged to the great barons.

The citizens of these towns were obliged to pay rent and taxes
of various kinds to the king or lord who owned them. These
dues were collected by an officer appointed by the king or lord
(‘_t{sually the sheriff), who was bound to obtain a certain sum,
whatever more he could get being his own profit. For this reason
it was for his interest to exact from every citizen the uttermost
penny. London, as we have seen, had secured a considerable
degree of liberty through the charter granted to it by William the
Conqueror (§ 154). Every town was now an.\'iau; to obtain a
similar pledge.

The three great objects aimed at by the citizens were (1) to
get the right of paying their taxes (a fixed sum) directly to the
king, (2) to elect their own magistrates, and (3) to administer
justice in their own courts in accordance with laws made by them-
selves. The only way to gain these privileges was to pay for
them.

Many of the towns were rich; and, when the king or lord
needed money, they bargained with him for the favors they
desired. When the agreement was made, it was drawn up in
Latin, stamped with the king’s seal, and taken home in triumph
by the citizens, who locked it up as the safeguard of their liberties.
If they could not get all they wanted, they bought a part.

Thus, the people of Leicester, in the next reign, purchased from
the earl, their master, the right to decide their own disputes.
For this they paid a yearly tax of three pence on every house
having a gable on the main street. These concessions may seem
small ; but they prepared the way for greater ones.

What was still more important, they educated the citizens of
that day in a knowledge of self-government. It was the trades-
men and shopkeepers of these towns who preserved free speech
and equal justice. Richard granted a large number of such
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charters, and thus unintentionally made himself a benefactor to
the nation.!

235. Failure of the Third Crusade. —The object of the third
crusade was to drive the Mobhammedans from Jerusalem. In this
it failed. Richard got as near Jerusalem as the Mount of Olives.
When he had climbed to the top, he was told that he could have
a full view of the place ; but he covered his face with his mantle,
saying, ¢ Blessed Lord, let me not see thy holy city, since I may
not deliver it from the hands of thine enemies !”

236. Richard taken Prisoner: his Ransom (x194). — On his
way home the King fell into the hands of the German Emperor,
who held him captive. His brother John, who had remained in
England, plotted with Philip of France to keep Richard in prison
while he got possession of the throne.

Notwithstanding his efforts, Richard regained his liberty
(1194),% on condition of raising a ransom so enormous that it
compelled every Englishman to contribute a fourth of his per-
sonal property, and even forced the priests to strip the churches
of their jewels and silver plate.

When the King of France heard of this, he wrote to John,
notifying him that his brother was free, saying, “ Look out for
yourself; the devil has broken loose.” Richard pardoned him ;
and when the King was killed in France (1 199) John gained and
disgraced the throne he coveted.

237. Purpose of the Crusades. — Up to the time of the cru-
sades, the English wars on the continent had been actuated either
by ambition for military glory or desire for conquest. The cru-
sades, on the contrary, were undertaken from motives of religious
enthusiasm.

1 Rise of Free Towns: by 1216 the most advanced of the English towns had
become to a very considerable extent self-governing. See Stubbs’ Constitutional
History of England.

2 Tt is not certainly known how the news of Richard’s captivity reached England.
One story says that it was carried by Blondel, a2 minstrel who had accompanied the
King to Palestine. He,itis said. wandered through Germany in search of his mas-
ter, singing one of Richard’s favorite songs at every castle he came fo. One day, as
he was thus singing at the foot of a tower, he heard the wellknown voice of the King

take up the next verse in reply-
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Those who engaged in them fought for an idea. They consid-
ered. themselves soldiers of the cross. Moved by this feeling, “all
Ch‘nstian believers seemed ready to precipitate themselves i; one
united body upon Asia.’” Thus the crusades we;e “the first
European event.”* They gave men sométhing to battle for, nc‘>t
on]y. outside their country, but outside their own selfish inte;ests

Raf:hard, as we have seen, was the first English king who took‘
part in them. Before that period England had stood aloof, — *a
?s'o{ld by itself”” The country was engaged in its own aﬁ:airs or
in its contests with France. Richard’s expedition to Palestine
brought England into the main current of history, so that it was
now moved by the same feeling which animated th’e continent :

238. The Results of the Crusades: Educational, Social Po‘lit—
ical. — In many respects the civilization of the East was, far in
advance of the West. One result of the crusades was to open the
eyes of Europe to this fact. When Richard and his followers set
out, they looked upon the Mohammedans as barbarians ; before
t‘?ey returned, many were ready to acknowledge that thé barba-
rians were chiefly among themselves.
¥ At that time England had few Latin and no Greek scholars
The Arabians, however, had long been familiar with the (‘1assic':3'
and had translated them into their own tongue. Not oﬁlv dl(i
Er‘fgland gain its first knowledge of the philoéophy of Plato and
Aristotle from Mohammeédan teachers, but it received from them
also t%le elements of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and astronomy

This new knowledge gave an impulse to education, and had
a\ most.;mportant influence on the growth of the universities of
Cambridge and Oxford, though these did not become prominent
until more than a century later. .

Had these been the only results, they would perhaps have been
worth the blood and treasure spent in vain attempts to recover
possession of the sepulchze of Christ ; but these were by no means
afi. The crusades brought about a social and po]iticai‘rex-'olution
They conferred benefits and removed evils. When they beg:m'
the greater part of the i{lhabit:mts of Europe, including Engia.nd:

1 Guizot’s History of Civilization.
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were chained to the soil. They had neither freedom, property,
nor knowledge.

There were in fact but two classes, the churchmen and the
nobles, who really deserved the name of citizens and men. We
have seen that the crusades compelled kings like Richard to grant
charters of freedom to towns (§ 234). The nobles conferred sim-
ilar privileges on those in their power. Thus their great estates
were, in a measure, broken up, and from this period, says Gibbon,
the common people began to acquire rights, and, what is more, to
defend them. :

230. Summary. — We may say in closing that the central fact
in Richard’s reign was his embarking in the crusades. From them,
directly or indirectly, England*gained two important results : first,
a greater degree of political liberty, especially in the case of the
towns ; secondly, a new intellectual and educational impulse.

JOHN — 1199-1216

240. John Lackland. —When Henry II in dividing his realm
left his youngest son John dependent on the generosity of his
brothers, he jestingly gave him the surname of “Lackland”
(§ 222). As John never received any principality, the nickname
continued to cling to him even after he had become King through
the death of his brother Richard.

241. The Quarrels of the King. _The reign of the new King
was taken up mainly with three momentous quarrels : first, with
France ; next, with the Pope; lastly, with the barons. By his
quarrel with France he lost Normandy and the greater part of the
adjoining provinces, thus becoming in a new sense John Lackland.
By his quarrel with the Pope he was humbled to the earth. By
his quarrel with the barons he was forced to grant England the
Great Charter. :

242. Murder of Prince Arthur. — Shortly after John's acces-
sion the nobles of a part of the English possessions in France
expressed their desire that John's nephew, Arthur, a boy of twelve,
should become their ruler. John refused to grant their request.
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War 'E:l']Sl.led, and Arthur fell into his uncle’s hands, who impris-
oned him in the castle of Rouen. A number of those who had
been captured with the young prince were starved to death in the
dungcgns of the same castle, and not long after Arthur himself
mysteriously disappeared. Shakespeare represents John as on’i‘cr-
ing the keeper of the castle to put out the lad’s eyes, and then
te]i_ﬁ us that he was killed in an attempt to escapc,' 'f‘hc earlier
belief, however, was that the King murdered him.

243. John’s Loss of Normandy (1204).— Philip of France ac-
cused John of the crime, and ordered him as Duke of Z\Inrm‘:md\'
:;r?d hence as a feudal dependant (§ 122), to appear at Paris fo;
mai.‘1 He refused. The court was convened, John was declared
a traitor, and sentenced to forfeit all his lands \).l\. the continent.

For a long time he made no attempt to defend his dominions
but left his Norman nobles to carry on a war against Philip aa’
best they could. At last, after much territory had: been lost, the
English King made an attempt to regain it. " But John's fau;‘muq
Norman stronghold of Chiteau Gaillard,® or « Saucy Castle,” ft‘:]l-
and then the end speedily came. Philip seized ;\"urmand’v ;md’
followed up .Ihﬁ‘ victory by depriving John of all his l';(:-;sc;siorh;
north of the river Loire.? A

244. Good Results of the Loss of Normandy. — From that
periml the Norman nobles were compelled to choose between the:
1?']am'i of England and the continent for their home. Before that
time the Norman’s contempt for the Saxon was so great, that
his most indignant exclamation was, “ Do you take l?ne t:m‘ an
Englishman? ” . ;
.Nm\-‘, however, shut in by the sea, with the people he had
hitherto oppressed and despised, he gradually came to regard
England as his country, and Englishmen as his cs'mmryl:;en

Thus the two races so long hostile found at last that the'y haci
common interests and common enemies.*

1 B'.lt_ M. i'iém-cmt. a recent French writer, believes that John's condemnation and
the forfeiture of Normandy took place before Arthur’s death.
2 Chiteaun Gaillard (Shah® toel Gay” yaref).

8 ! i i
See Map No. 8, facing page 88. 4 Macaulay’s England.
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245. The King’s Despotism. — Hitherto our sympathies he.we
been mainly with the kings. We have watc‘ne.cl thgm struggling
against the lawless nobles (§ 224), and every gain whach the‘Y havi
made in power we have felt to be so much tjor the cause of gooc
government. But we are coming to a period when our sympa-
thies will be the other way. Henceforth the welfare of the nation
will depend largely on the resistance of these very barons to the
despotic encroachments of the Crown.! g

246. Quarrel of the King with the Church (_1208). — Shortly
after his defeat in France, John entered upon'hls second quarrel.f
Pope Innocent 11T had commanded a rielcguta-‘t)n of '.che mon}.sio
Canterbury to choose Stephen Langton :lrchh‘l:ih‘l')p in l_siqce of a
person whom the King had compelled them to elect. \\"hen the
news reached John, he forbade Langton’s landing in England,
although it was his native country. - ; 2

The Pope forthwith declared the kingdom under an mterd\m’ti

or suspension of religious services. For fwo years the chx:ru}1a:
were hung in mourning, the bells ceased to ring, the doors were
shut fast. For two years the priests denied the sacraments o
the living and funeral prayers for the (lead._ At.t‘he_emz of tha%
time the Pope, by a bull of e:&cormmmic_&hon (§ 218),* cut off
the King as a withered branch from the Church. ](_:hn.laugh.ed
at the interdict, and met the decree of (:x«:mnnmmm.ticm with
uch cruel treatment of the priests that they fled terrified from
thtfl‘llfllj‘.mi%ype now took a third step; he de‘poscd john,r ‘3nd
ordered Philip of France to seize the Tfngh.sh CIOWI. l?en
John, knowing that he stood alone, made a virtue of ne(:es.-;}l‘y.
He kneeled at the feet of the Pope’s legate, or represematne;
accepted Stephen Langton as Archbishop of Canterbury, anc
promised to pay 2 yearly tax to Ron?e »of 1000 mark.s (‘ahout
$64,000 in modern money) for permission to keq‘) hls-(..rm\‘r:l.
The Pope was satisfied with the victory he had gained Gver his
ignoble foe, and peace was made.

ituti i 7 England.
1 Ransome’s Constitutional History of : : $
2 Bull (Latin bulla, 2 leaden seal) : a decree issued by the Pope, bearing his seal.
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247. The Great Charter. — But peace in one direction did not
mean peace in all. John’s tyranny, brutality, and disregard of his
subjects’ welfare had gone too far. He had refused the Church
the right to fill its offices and to enjoy its revenues. He had
extorted exorbitant sums from the barons.

He had violated the charters of London and other cities. He
had compelled merchants to pay large sums for the privilege of
carrying on their business unmolested. He had imprisoned men
on false or frivolous charges, and refused to bring them to trial.

He had unjustly claimed heavy sums from villeins (§ 160) and
other poor men ; and when they could not pay, had seized their
carts and tools, thus depriving them of their means of livelihood.

Those who had suffered these and greater wrongs were deter-

mined to have reformation, and to have it in the form of a written
charter or pledge bearing the King’s seal. The new archbishop
was not less determined. He no sooner landed than he demanded
of the King that he should swear to observe the laws of Edward
the Confessor (§ 109), a phrase® in which the whole of the
national liberties was summed up.

248. Preliminary Meeting at St. Albans (1213).—In the
summer (1213), a council was held at St. Albans, near London,
composed of representatives from all parts of the kingdom. It
was the first assembly of the kind on record. It convened to
consider what claims should be made on the King in the interest
of the nobles, the elergy, and the country.

Their deliberations took shape probably under Archbishop
Langton’s guiding hand. He had obtained a copy of the char-
ter granted by Henry I (§ 185). This was used as a model for
drawing up a new one of similar character, but in every respect
fuller and stronger in its provisions.

249. Battle of Bouvines ; Second Meeting of the Barons (1214).-
— John foolishly set out to fight the French at the same time
that the English barons were preparing to bring him to terms.
He was defeated in the decisive battle of Bouvines,? and returned

1 Not necessarily the laws made by that King, but rather the customs and rights
=njoyed by the people during his reign. 2 Bouvines (Boo® veenl).




