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Charles’ great ambition was to increase his standing army, to rule
independently of Parliament, and to get an abundance of money to
spend on his extravagant pleasures and vices.

In order to accomplish these three ends he made a secret an_cl
shameful treaty with Louis XIV of France (1670) (§528). Louis
wished fo crush the Dutch Protestant Republic of Holland, to get
possession of Spain, and to secure, if possible, t}ze ascendency of
Catholicism in England as well as throughout Europe. Charles,
who was destitute of any religious principle,—or, in fact, of any
sense of honor,—agreed publicly to declare himself a Catholicy to
fayor the propagation of that faith in England, and to make war on
Holland in return for very liberal grants of monc‘v.’and for the loan
of six thousand French troops by Louis, to hgaqlp him put down any
opposition in England. Two members of the (,.ai_mal were acquainted
with the terms of this secret Treaty of Dover. Charles made a second
secret treaty with Louis XIV in 1673.

Charles did not dare openly to avow himself a convert—or pre-
tended convert —to the Catholic religion ; but he issued a Declara-
tion of Indulgence (1672) suspending the harsh statutes against the
Enclish Catholics (§ 529)-

Ii’garliamcnt tool-:( the :z.larm and passed the Test Act (1673), _hy
which all Catholics were shut out from holding any government office
or position (§ 529). This act broke up the F:.abal, by compelling a
Catholic nobleman, who was one of its leading memhe.rs, to resign.
Later, Parliament further showed its power by compelling the King
to sicn the Act of Habeas Corpus (1679) (8 534); \_vinch put an end
to his arbitrarily throwing meninto prison, and ]{ee;)ing them th?re,lm
order to stop their free discussion of his plots against the constitution.

But though the Cabal had been broken up, the prmmple‘ of a lim-
ited private council survived, and thirty years after the !;evolutmn
of 1688 it was revived, and took the name of thc.‘- E,,abm(:t (§ 553 )-

Under the leadership of the Prime Minister, who is its h_ea(lf tlle‘Labx-
net has become responsible for the policy of thfe s'r)\'er‘m_}.{n.-1 b_h(ml'd
Parliament decidedly oppose that policy, the Prime Minister, with his
Cabinet, either resigns, and a new Cabinet is chosen, or the n11:11s£_er
appeals to the people for support, and the sovereign dmfssolves I ar?m-
ment and orders a new parliamentary election, by which the nation
decides the question. This method renders the old, and never desir-
able, remedy of the impeachment of the ministers of the sovereign =
longer fecessary. The Prime Minister — who answers for the acts
of the sovereign and for his policy —is more c}!rectly responsible to
the people than is the President of the United States.

E beas C s Act in Constitutional Documents, page xxxii. :

2 %fe l;leilae:ﬁickg;g: of :he cabinet system of government was not fully dl:i-'lﬂopeddul:;‘lel
after the Reform Act of 183z bad widely extended the right of suﬁ‘;‘ige, and thus made ¢
government more directly responsible to the people. See §583,and note z.
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22. The Pretended ‘¢ Popish Plot”’; Rise of the Whigs and the
Tories; Revocation of Town Charters. — The pretended  Popish
Plot” (1678) (§ 530) to kill the King, in order to place his brother
James —a Catholic convert—on the throne, caused the rise of a
strong movement (1680) to exclude James from the right of succes-
sion. The Exclusion Bill failed (§ 530) ; but the Disabling Act was
passed (1678), excluding Catholics from sitting in either House of
Parliament ; but an exception was made in favor of the Duke of
York. Henceforward two prominent political parties appear in Parlia-
ment, — one, that of the Whigs or Liberals, bent on extending the
power of the people; the other, that of the Tories or Conservatives,
resolved to maintain the power of the Crown.

Charles, of course, did all in his power to encourage the latter
party. In order to strengthen their numbers in the Commons, he
found pretexts for revoking the charters of many Whig towns (§ 531).
He then issued new charters to these towns, giving the power of elec-
tion to the Tories! While engaged in this congenial work the King
died, and his brother James came to the throne.

23. James II; the Dispensing Power; Declaration of Indul-
gence; the Revolution of 1688. — James I1 was a zealous Catholic,
and therefore naturally desired to secure freedom of worship in Eng-
land for people of his own faith. In his zeal he went too far, and
the Pope expressed his disgust at the King’s foolish rashness. By
the exercise of the Dispensing: Power 2 he suspended the Test Act
and the Act of Uniformity, in order that Catholies might be relieved
from the penalties imposed by these laws, and also for the purpose of
giving them ciyil and military offices, from which the Test Act
excluded them (§540). James also established a new High Com-
mission Court® (§540), and made the infamous Judge Jeffreys the
head of this despotic tribunal. This court had the supervision of
all churches and institutions of education. Ifs main object was to
further the spread of Catholicism, and to silence those clergymen
who preached against that faith. The King appointed a Catholic
president of Magdalen College, Oxford, and expelled from the college
all who opposed the appointment. Later, he issued two Declarations
of Indulgence (1687, 1688), in which he proclaimed universal reli-
gious toleration (§ 540)- It was generally believed that under cover
of these declarations the King intended to favor the ascendency of
Catholicism. Seven bishops, who petitioned for the privilege of
declining to read the declarations from their pulpits, were imPrisoned,

1 The right of election in many towns was then confined to the town officers or to a few
:mﬁueurial inhabitants. This continued to be the case until the passage of the Reform Bill
3 ';5313}-1'15 was the exercise of the right, claimed by the King as one of his prerogatives, of
exempting individuals from the penalty of certain laws. The King also claimed the right of
suspending entirely (as in the case of the Declaration of Indulgence) one or more statutes.

Both these rights had been exercised, at times, from a very early date.
3 New High Commission Court: see § 1g of this Summary
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but on their trial were acquitted by a jury in full sympathy with
them (§ 541)- :

These acts of the King, together with the fact that he had greatly
increased the standing army, and had stationed it just outside of
London, caused great alarm throughout England (§ 549). The
majority of the people of both parties (§531) believed that James
was plotting ‘to subvert and extirpate the Protestant religion and
the laws and liberties of the kingdom.’!

Still, so long as the King remained childless, the nation was encour-
aged by the hope that James’ daughter Mary might succeed him.
She was known fo be a decided Protestant, and she had married
William, Prince of Orange, the head of the Protestant Republic of
Holland. But the birth of a sen to James (1688) put an end to that
hope. Immediately a number of leading Whigs and Tories (8% 531,
542) united in sending an invitation to the Prince of Orange to come
over to England with an army to protect Parliament against the King
backed by his standing army.

24. William and Mary; Declaration of Right; Results of the
Revolution. — William came ; James fled to France. A Convention
Parliament? drew up a Declaration of Right which dec]ared that the
King had abdicated, and which therefore offered the crown to William
and Mary (§ 546). They accepted. Thus by the bloodless Revolu-
tion of 1688 the English nation transferred the sovereignty to those
who had no direct legal claim to it so long as James and his son were
living (§ 542). Hence by this act the people deliberately set aside
hereditary succession, as a binding rule, and revived the primitive
English custom of choosing such a sovereign as they deemed best.
In this sense the uprising of 1688 was most emphatically a revolution
(S5 544, 550). It made, as Green has said, an English monarch as
mauch the creature of an act of Parliament as the pettiest tax-gatherer
in his realm. But it was a still greater revolution in another way,
since it gave a death blow to the direct “personal monarchy,” which
began with the Tudors two hundred years before. It is true thatin
George 11I's reign we shall see that power temporarily revived, but
we shall never hear anything more of that Divine Right of Kings,
for which one Stuart “lost his head, and another, his crown.” Hence-
forth the House of Commons will govern England, although, as we
shall see, it will be nearly 2 hundred and fifty years before that House
will be able to free itself from the control of either a few powerful
familiesson the one hand, or that of the Crown on the other.

25. Bill of Rights; the Commons by the Revenue and the
Mutiny Act obtain Complete Control over the Purse and the Sword.—

In order to make the constitutional rights of the people nnmistakably

1 See the language of the Bill of Rights {Constitutignal Documents), page xxxi.
2 Convention Parliament: it was so called because it was not regularly summoned by the
King, — he having fled the country. .

2
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clear, the Bill of Rights (1689) —an expansion of the Declaration
of Right— was drawn up (§ 549). The Bill of Rights?! declared:
1. That there should be no suspension or change in the laws, and
no taxation except by act of Parliament. 2. That there should be
freedom of election to Parliament and freedom of speech in Parlia-
ment (both rights that the Stuarts had attempted to control).
3. That the sovereign should not keep a standing army, in time of
peace, except by consent of Parliament. 4. Thatin future no Roman
Catholic should sit on the English throne. This last clause was
reafirmed by the Act of Settlement (1701) (§549)2

This most important bill, having received the signature of William
and Mary, became law. It constitutes the third great written charter
or safeguard of English liberty. Taken in connection with Magna
Carta and the Petition of Right, it forms, according to Lord Ch:\th;m
“zhe Bible of Englisk liberly ™ (§ 549). : -

But Parliament had not yet finished the work of reform it had
taken in hand. The executive strength of every government depends
on its control of two powers, —the purse and the sword. Parliament
had, as we have seen, got a tight grasp on the first, for the Commons,
and the Conmmons alone, could levy taxes; but within certain very
wide limits, the personal expenditure of the sovereign still practically
remained unchecked. Parliament now (1689) took the decisive step
of voting by the Revenue Act, (1) a specific sum for the maintenance
of the Crown, and (2) of voting this supply, not for the life of the
sovereign, as had been the custom, but for four years (§ 550). A little
later this supply was fixed for a single year only. This action gave to
the Commons final and complete control of the purse (§ 632).

Next, Parliament passed the Mutiny Act (1689) (§ 548), which
gra.nted the king power to enforce martial law —in other words, to
maintain a standing army— for one year at a time, and no longer
save by renewal of the law. This act gave Parliament complete
control of the sword, and thus finished the great work ; for without
the annual meeting and the annual vote of that body, an English
sovereign would at the end of a twelvemonth stand penniless
and helpless.

26. Reforms in the Courts; the Toleration Act; the Press made
Free. — The same year (1689) Parliament effected great and sorely
needed reforms in the administration of justice (§ 544).

Next, Parliament passed the Toleration Act (168g) (§ 548). This
measure granted liberty of worship to all Protestant Dissenters except
those who denied the doctrine of the Trinity.® The Toleration Act,
however, did not abolish the Corporation Act or the Test Act* and

1 1 3 - 3 1 i

e e e

* Freedom of worship was granted to Unitarians in 1812,

4 The Act of Indemnity of 1727 suspended the penalties of the Test and the i
acts; they were both repealed i::: '?S;S, R 5 SEEEE SOIpIion
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it granted no religious freedom to Catholics.?  Still, the Toleration Act
was a step forward, and it prepared the way for that absolute liberty
of worship and of religious belief which now exists in England.

In finance, the reign of William and Mary was marked by the
practical beginning of the permanent National Debt and by the
establishment of the Bank of England (§ 552)-

Now, too (1695), the English press, for the first time in its history,
became permanently free (§ 550[41), though hampered by a very severe
law of libel and by stamp duties? FErom this period the influence of
NEeWSpPAPErs continued to increase, until the final abolition of the stamp
duty (1855) made it possible to issue penny and even half-penny
papers at a profit. These cheap newspapers sprang at once into an
immense circulation among all classes, and thus they became the
power for good or evil, according to their character, which they are
today ; so that it would be no exaggeration to say that back of the
power of Parliament now stands the greater power of the press.

27. The House of Commons no longer a Representative Body ;
the First Two Georges and their Ministers. — But now that the Rev-
olution of 1688 had done its work, and trapsferred the power of the
Crown to the House of Commons, a new difficulty arose. That was
the fact that the Commons did not represent the people, but stood
simply as the representative of a small number of rich Whig land-
owners? In many towns the right to vote was confined to the town
officers or the well-to-do citizens. In other cases, towns which had
dwindled in population to a very few inhabitants continued to have
the right to send two members to Parliament, while on the other
hand large and flourishing cities had grown up which had no power
to send even a single member (§ 623). The result of this state of
things was that the wealthy Whig families bought up the votes of
electors, and so regularly controlled the elections (§ 597)-

Under the first two Georges, both of whom were foreigners, the
ministers — especially Robert Walpole, who was the first real Prime
Minister of England, and who held his place for twenty years (1721—
1742) — naturally stood in the foreground. They understood the ins
and outs of English politics, while the two German sovereigns, the
first of whom never learned to speak English, neither knew nor cared
anything about them. When men wanted favors or offices, they went
to the ministers for them (§ 587). This made men like Walpole so
powerful that George 11 said bitterly, « In England the ministers are

king " (§ 583)- ;
1 Later, very severe laws were enacted against the Catholics; and in the next reign
(Anne’s) the Act of Occasional Conformity and the Schism Act were directed against
Protestant Dissenters.
2 Furthermore, the Corresponding Societies’ Acts (1703, 1799) operated for a time as a
decided check on the freedom of the press. See May's Constitntional History of England.
8 The influence of the Whigs had secured the passage of the Act of Settlement which
brought in the Georges; for this reason the Whigs had gained the chief political power.

. greatest height between 1770-17382.
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= ii?::i S(}’?org% E!i’geaekf;rlival of t‘)‘ Personal Monarchy” ; the “King’s
i ls.” — Georg was born in England, and prided himself
on being an Englishman. He came to the throne f h o
Walpole said, * to make his power shi ”rone My el =
mother’s constant injunction -:I))l’, £ (;5;1;;: g:tl’{inag':l’q' lcé i O;t 3
ﬂ;liiﬂ?: ts;t Sfms_clif to work to trample on the p{)\:v\:er oi? tj}?e?e{:inis(t)e?;
2 e distribution of offices and honors i i
furthermore to break down the influence of tggtgife;?i;:hli]:nfisr 'Ell'nd
in Parliament. He had no intention of reforming the cf-[ou?el le?
Commons, or of securing the representation of the Seople in it I(')
puripase was to gain the control of the House, and use it for his‘O\:-lr:;
e?{ ;.rl In this he was, thoroughly conscientious, according to his idea
of rizht, — for he believed with all his heart in prommin:the welf
?;ehlgﬁ:and, -:but he t]houg]ll that welfare depended on the willa:;
2 much more than on that of ati i i
“ everything for, but nothing by, the ]:)t:tfplps}’nmﬁv }lflgse:;lauf?t “‘ai_
money, — he spent 425,000 in a single day (1762) in hril)e'igl] - l0
gifts of offices and of honors to those who favored him, and b : t;‘ o
away offices, honors, and pensions from those who,o oszadchfng
George 111 succeeded in his purpose. He raised up a b%?]' £ e
in I'ar|'_anh:nt, known by the significant name {:)f thcy"olx"mjr'l
Fr::cnr_ls," who stood ready at all times to vote for his measures mti .
this way he actually revived “personal monarchy 2 for ‘a time, 3
by using his ¢ Friends” in the House of Commons and in the [,c:anl
as his tools, he made himself quite independent of the checks imp e
by the constitution. g
29. The American Revolution. — The King’s power reached its
: He made most di
it, not only at .home. but abroad. He insisted tha)t:ttgilzsa]isg;?:huizlﬁf
::zi:,t in i".menca should pay taxes, without representation in Parlia-
nut, even gf ih_at imperfect kind which then existed in Great Britain
E{l]u:] de(';er}mm‘m'lf)n .br()l{gllt"oll the American Revolution— called in
a_rdé;;ngu;;}n I]\J:,n%hi x‘;{n‘,-g‘? Jr)beai )- The war, in spite of its
e I,, s X I’lt‘l‘ld.‘,., roused a powerful opposition
8 stment . Ch 1am, Burke, Fox, z't_nd other able men protested
gainst the King’s arbitrary course. Finally Dunning moved and
carried this resolution (1780) in the Commons : “ Resolved, that th
g})w‘t.—r_ ?f t!le Crown has-increased, is increasing, and oug’ht ‘to bz
a[lifn;g:]:hl:iongi-sﬁff)}i T}'ns vigorous proposition came too late to
e uct of the war, and hng!;md.lost the most valuable of
: 1al possessions. The struggle, which ended successfully for

1 pir ~ - =
itt (Lord Chatham) was one of the few public men of that day who would neither give

nor take ibe; 2 i i
ol b; %gun?:t .__\:-;a]pole ‘,if'_cmred with entire truth that the great majority of politicians
g was only a question of price. The King appears to have economized

in his living, in order t
; ; 2 - . - -
B B £EL more money 1o use as a corruption fund. See May’s Constitu-

2% Pars, v
Personal monarchy ”: see § 15 of this Summary,
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the patriots in America, was in reality part of the same battle fought
in England by other patriots,in the halls of Parliament. On the &
western side of the Atlantic it resulted in the establishment of
national independence ; on the eastern side, in the final overthrow
of royal tyranny and the triumph of the constitution. Tt further-
more laid the foundation of that just and generous policy on the part
of England toward her other colonies which has made her mistress of
the largest and most prosperous empire on the globe.?

30. John Wilkes and the Middlesex Elections; Publication of
Parliamentary Debates. — Meanwhile John Wilkes (§ 604), 2 memn-
ber of the House of Commons, had gained the recognition of a most
important principle. Hle was a coarse and violent opponent of the
royal policy, and had been expelled from the House on account of his
bitter personal attack on the King.? Several years later (1768) he
was reclected to Parliament, but was again expelled for seditious
libel :8 he was three times reélected by the people of London and
Middlesex, who looked upon him as the champion of their cause ;
each time the House refused to permit him to take his seat, but at
the fourth election he was successful. A few years later (1752) he
induced the House to strike out from its journal the resolution there
recorded against him.* Thus Wilkes, by his indomitable persistency,
succeeded in establishing the right of the people to elect the candidate
of their choice to Parliament. During the same period the people
gained another great victory over Parliament. That body had utterly
refused to permit the debates to be reported in the newspapers. But
the redoubtable Wilkes was determined to obtain and publish such
reports ; rather than have another prolonged battle with him, Parlia-

ment conceded the privilege (1771) (§ 6o4). The result was that the =

public then, for the first time, began to know what business Parliament
actually transacted, and how it was done. This fact, of coursg
rendered the members of both Houses far more directly responsible
to the will of the people than they had ever been before?

31. The Reform Bills of 1832, 1867, 1884; Demand for ¢¢ Man-
hood Suffrage.”’ — But notwithstanding this decided political progress,
<till the greatest reform of all — that of the system of electing mems
bers of Parliament—still remained to be accomplished. Cromwell
had attempted it (1654), but the Restoration put an end to the work
which the Protector had so wisely begun. Lord Chatham felt the
necessity so strongly that he had not hesitated to declare (1766)

1 The area of the British Empire in 1901 Was pearly 12,000,000 square miles. 3

2 In No. 45 of the North Briton (1763) Wilkes rudely accused the King of having delib-
eratel ulterega falsehood in his speech to Parliament.

3 "Ehe libel was contained in a letter written to the newspapers by Wilkes. .

& The resolution was finally stricken out, on the ground that it was  sybversive of the

rights of the whole body of electors.”
Be The publication oiy ivisi is i X by the House of Com=

mons in 1836 and by the then the public have
known how each member of Par
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SRRl gr-sprescnoyion o oiather misprescnation -
it does d ?, Beds _the % rotten part of the constitution.” «If
T beca:?:ztsorof’ said he, “it must Be amputated.” Later (1770)
e thea;r:;:?ya;ﬁﬁ: F;?fl;g:t]'that he cl_eclared that « befor?:
wu{:m, (})r be reformed from without ;ilt?;‘mf'e?'ter‘,l‘l:a;iioim itself from
2 :
\viE[;ll?';;]};iic:ten1ent Taused by the French Revolution and the wars
e e ‘G”&Oi 10“ y prevented any general movement of reform
laws agai possible to enact the Six Acts and other strinoen;
t‘hc un;‘;\amSt agfmllo_n_m that direction (§ 616). Finally howé’ver
o eg::::ﬁ:;tgj T:t';]”lt’j‘l!clls rose in‘ their might (§§ 6:3*62;), and b)i
Aot e it evident thatv it would be dangerous for Parlia-
the -‘Grefl Lilarti acfho?,, o their demands. The Reform Bill—
LA z:do ll.&{z — swept away the ‘rotten boroughs,”
to many hr“eé; s 1‘]‘3 country. It granted the right of election
e -}L;_]i‘lz:\.ns W }uch.had hitherto been unable to send mem-
Kealthier ;;nd‘ me'ﬁt: V?lﬂt‘_l it placed representation on a broader
It \\‘as.;{ siUniﬁcznet ;Hualab]c basis than had ever existed l)eforej
e G b ﬁCt that when the first reformed Parliament
abolishincrp !‘;h\w ‘rlr,.:e} of l_:li.)m'ﬂ.ls._.it showed its true spirit by
Munici «‘1"[,: ery 'ﬂ_ thc West Indies. It was followed by the
cipal Reform Act of 1835 (§ 640). Later (1848), the (_'he)irtists

advocated further ref s (8 :
orn : i E
adopted. er reforms (§ 634), most of which have since been

In 1867 an act (§
2 § 640), scarcely less important tha
: L ack 0); sca y less 5 an that of
E:ﬁ;ldf?;'i rr.p:'caeintldtlon still further ; and in 1884 the franlt.‘i?fé
s- again extended (§ 640). A little later 3 “ount
gai ctended (¢ . : 1888) the C Ly
Council Act reconstructed the local sel[—gm-crnn(lent 3£ the (:0?1?‘12:3:

in oFed . G
Cngéi(ita?th%fﬁl It_\w-ns supplemented in 1894 by the Parish
Act. 1e cry is now for unrestricted ¢ h 2
on the principle of “one ma te 2 o et
on n one vote”* i =i
limited degree already exists (§ 640) : g
o - 3 = = = 22
J evsvs tfg:?lsi;o; of _Rehgmus Liberty ; Admission of Catholics and
e o T ex:eﬁgitﬁa I:im ’I_‘raflel. — Meanwhile immense progress
13 he principles of religious liberty odi
g £l > g us liberty to all bod
Acizcé:fcvgra. After nearly three hundred ;ears (or since the secolnﬁ
. Ofugremacy, 1559), Catholics were (1830) admitted to the
b dor!nm'ms; and in the next generation (1858) Jews were
: : s rmphe
se admitted. Recent legislation (the Oaths Act of 1888)

es it impossibl Yy o
e to exclude
llal\l t b()‘s I t q an ne on account of his Iellglous

! The *“ Local Gow T
. vernment ” Act: this gives to 1 i
et e
ded pmp“?”yei: doif;;l?:nfixntlé g?r;t;%c privileges springing from the possession of
pro - : iamentary districts i
perty is entitled to cast more than one vote for a candidate iorbﬁawr;i‘;ﬂ:cﬁ]f oW o mach
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Commercially the nation has made equal progress. The barbarous
Corn Laws (§§ 635, 636) were Jepealed in 1848, the narrow protective
policy of centuries abandoned; and since that period England has
practically taken its stand on unlimited free trade with all counfries.
Condition of Ireland; Reform in the Land and the Church
Laws; Civil-Service Reform; Education; Conclusion. — In one
direction, however, there had been no advance. Following the
example of Scotland (§ 562), Treland was politically united to Great
Britain (§ 609); at the beginning of the century when the first Imperial
Parliament met (1801 ); but long after the Irish Catholics had obtained
the right of representation in Parliament, they were compelled to sub-
mit to unjust land laws, and also to contribute to the support of the
Established (Protestant) Church in Ireland. Finally, through the
efforts of Mr. Gladstone and others, this branch of the Church was
disestablished (1869) (§ 641); later (1870, 1881, 1g03), important
reforms were effected in the {rish land laws (§§ 642, 644, 659)-

To supplement the great electoral reforms which had so widely
extended the power of the popular vote, two other measures were now
carried. One was that of Civil-Service Reform (1870), which opened
all clerkships and similar positions in the gift of the Government to
the free competition of candidates, without regard to their political
opinions (§ 643). This did away with most of that demoralizing
system of favoritism which makes government offices the spoils by
which sunecessful political parties reward ¢ little men for little
services” The secret ballot,” another measure of great importance,
followed (1872) (§ 645)-

The same year (1870) England, chiefly through Mr. Forster's
efforts, took up the second measure, the question of national educas
tion. The conviction gaincd ground that if the working classes are
to vote, then they must not be allowed to remain in ignorance —the
nation declared «we must educate our future masters.” 1n this spirit
a system of elementary government schools was established, which
gives instruction to tens of thonsands of children who hitherto were

forced to grow up without its advantages (§ 641). These schools are
not yet wholly free, although the legislation of 189118094 practically
puts most of them on that basis.
England now has a strong
suffrage and national education.
The celebration of the late Queen’s Diamond Jubilee ™ in 1897
seemed to point toward the closer union of the English colonies with
the mother-country. Such an imperial federation » would, of course;
give the British Empire new meaning and new power (§ 656).
Under King Edward VII England stands a monarchy 1n name,
but a republic in fact; a sovereign reigos, but the people rule. The
-

future is in their hands.

and broad foundation of political

CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS

Abstract of the Arti
1c Ma
shall be free, and have her w"i}ff] o h Sens Carta (1215).—1. “The Church
tions of ecclesiastics by the (_‘p’ e rights, and her liberties mviolable.” The fre of England
L st .:urch is confirmed. 2-8. Feudal rights gua e freedom of elec-
cuslomary fa«fa{ “‘3‘?3}3:’2' ie?::m 3“{*‘_‘*&&&- 12. *“ No scutage og,. af;,nff;f; ;115 a?}x:ses
of the realm®l 13 T d osed in owr Eingdom, unless by the C Te inree
Einds himself to - London, 2nd all towns, to have their ancient liberts omimon Cousncil
pis (t.rcept{s ;}r -f;::{{);;;ﬂiﬂz}t‘ﬂj_(,omman Council of the re T s }wir’n fefg 14. The King
17-19. Provisions respecti 4[,)1 '?éja' seutage 15, 16. Guarantee of let‘fd.al riaiuﬁjm‘g of an
b1a S rpeciing Toliine oot cows. s gn O amerss ghts to tenants.
the neiekborkood f“a e rj;’i-m-,_-‘ and smposed according fo the T m“’f' They are
Jree man, the merch ;-Emgh'[.mmz t0 louch the mecessary measns 2f homest men in
and Biroms fo. be :::”v ? ;“' ’”‘;’ft‘fm;{:‘, o7 the agriculiural fools %;‘ ;ﬂé"r}-’j?m” o a
5. Weights and mea ced Oy their equals. 23-34. Miscell - viliegn; earls
2 - sures to beé uniform, N s AREOUS, It St hict
utire, for the Writ of Inquisiti rm. 30, Nothing shall be given or rlcles.
et s 5 7 Eia = taken 'k,
denied® - Worit of Inguisition of life or limb, but it shall be freel s Sfor the
SHALL ma_s?.—’j;;zé :?;1?“""‘:‘3 respecting Eand-tenure and trials at ?ajwred}‘ g’:‘:?“'d' and not
WAYS DESTROVED, NOR “-I.R‘:" NED, OR DISSEIZED, OR OUTLAWED oR f:f\ SO EREEMAN
THE Lr\"-‘FUL.JUm,'.;Jmﬂ- Li‘;!,E WE p_;\‘ UFON HIM, NOR WILL “Rasku L‘r-‘cmeHED—' OE ANY
SELL TO NO MAN, WE T Mfl'_f'nf__:_RT_)}iz BY THE LAW OF THE LAND.” i;:)“:."\f.';“-‘i BY
visions respectin L NOT DENY TO ANV MAN, EITHER JUSTICE OR 2 - 5 WILL
P espeing merthuns, 100 ety o SoieAng S QU el
it s teeing forestis ’i;'.ns. 47, 48. Provisior afforesting all fo m, except in war
for carrying out the Ietidghe 1o Suthjt'it&. 49-60. Various ,[.5,‘(_5‘—';]'_9“_ F“-StSSegaed by Jchn,
S, -harter by the barons in cas = gt ISIONS. 2. Provisio
agreement. 63. The freedom of case the King fails in the pe e
e of th - 5 e performance
andl‘h:;_l_d his liberties and rights. re Church reaffirmed. Every one in the killgéun?tuni.ﬂ}z
ive : ;

e the ’IIIeL?d:l:\l.dLL":I?lH ﬂ"\“d, in the presence of the witnesses above named
17th of our rei n 5 Uhn_ymedo between Windsor and Staines. th medy aud man
s ur reign” [Here is appended the King’s seal ] = e, the 15th d

Confirmation of
e s ‘t}]::_l& Charters by Edward I (1297). —In 1297 Edw
g oGt and (:; SL<>rc=t L?m}uur %;r.\ntt:d by Henry 11} in 12 al;) 7 l:tard e
nsists of seven article thic 2 Wi m feeias : 1
axe{lhe‘most e o articles, of which the following, namely, the siuh]f;:éuszverf}?
5. Moreover we have granted f I : '
; or us and our heirs, E
priors, and other fol D Fobersanel oo E
e s ﬁl;r r;! I’(;'(»fq!_m_Ey Church, as also to earls, barons, an(;. 112‘5'311(1‘[1? h!_s'hups. ks
s 5 s f];g 2 J”;-)r::;;?:: Jrom henceforth will we lake suck m. :n;:a _,‘:? LFi’mmm?!ty o
s 0 S nor consent of the real; - : Etorddi il
fe ilmiefél f*lds and I‘}ns’cs duoe and ;{cnsinrrwdph d for e commch probittiecd, sug\'ing
_7- And for so much as the more.part of the ¢
e S st e.part of the commonalty of the rea fi 3
o for Qv:r;"n;i;;;u.f [i.e., an unjust tax or duty] of wools Ih::l::]l!md. themselves sore
e oo -:-Jc;t‘;l -“"lc}-' a:‘.c!‘}\a\c made petition to us to rL‘!(a:L“llil ol ot oty
Sl 'lhing e ‘\:1}\-' ::ﬂt;‘:ef:]‘q nl‘:dlh;;\'u granted for us and our hei:"; fi:;llle;' “Vel’ )1}
po ke ool dung nor any o ithout their common assent and i B
1 om of wools, sk A = e g ]
aforesaid. In witnes 1 e comuted | : ‘ soalty
- : o r granted before by the
Witness Edwa = i iings we have caused these o Sommenaty.
s oo - 1 iese our letters
ey son, at London, the 1oth day of October, the ﬁmﬂ:{:&_ﬁ;&z;:{:icihpal;ulsA
And be it rem z I 2
embered that this s y i
e hat this same Charter, in the same te 7
el 250:;:3-:1\3;7;!::12 }?}Ilg ? Great beal‘_llu-dlis to say, at (;hn::niil:otr??t:{f.ur ety
reign of our aforesaid Lord the King, and ;:cn: mto li-_');lgial\;wm-
nd.

THE PETITION OF RIGHT

Juxe 7, 1628

41, 42. Pro-

- y others,
ay of June, in the

The Petition exkhibil 2
Lt exhibited fo His Maj
e exhb is Majesty by the Lords Spiri vy
trrz‘.e.:m:’; Jr'::?n ﬁ\(,‘”ﬂ’?’:ﬁ“w £ _'fire.'dfm*}rt assembled, f'o-m«;::x”m{' -mnl ‘{ _ampa»raf, ax2
Parls 2 Subjects, with the King’s Majesiy's R, s Rtk g
e 1752 oval Answer therewnio tn jfull
To Tue Kmc's Most Ex V
S 0ST EXCELLENT MajesTv: Humbly show ; i
i ;l l;edle_é{:;?:d\f;:iltu] _and Temporal, and Crﬂl‘.mo[)z ;n [‘;1;2!:;;2:[‘ e
ared 3 enacted by a statute made in the time of ‘1he rdgn‘o'}sfimble];% .
- ng Edward

ST s :
) portant articles were omitted wi
B s e it d when Magua Carts was reissocd §
ever restored ; : | Carta was reissuec . 2
See th B e St but Edward 1, in his Confirmation u{:he"‘:;hjam-I?lﬁ by Henry ITT. Stubbs
This article is ré,;';}?ﬁ’ Gueist’s Ene. Const., 11, 9 rters, seems to reaffirm them,
3 l& is regarded by somée authorities as rotoh =
consider that it is imphied in Asticies oo the prototype of the statute of Habeas Corpus; others
~ »
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mm Z g X ere
First, commonly called Statutum de Tallagio non wmm’zn]r;’c;,o vtahla:nsvon :?H?ga?d{hs}ml‘l
o l“s',d by the King upon the lands of the crown, and upon ah D
b wix'dev:eleviﬁéd by the King or his heirs in this realm, wilhout ‘den{;her O s
the & % ishops; Bishops, Farls, Barons, Kolghts Burge:.ses.}adn in the five and twentieth
o hi alm = and by authority of Parliament holden in = L e
comm?nslly o 11? ﬁng Edward the Third; it is declared and eua.cledv]:_ At {irﬂl‘mc:&? ;ulh
5 - P T = A .
s lled to make any loans to the King against his will, by e
- ed to make any s A\ S
no person Shaljr?:t f-le,:;}i and the franchise of the land; and b'y_o'.i'sq llim‘\:!s Q}s:::]:vl;?l"::lnce -
g 'ag';a one should be charged by any charge orvunp()smnn._c‘; ke la el o
Drovtdedi'{;m }l;'_\r . by which the statuies before-mentioned, and ulilﬁr the grhbuid e
by such like ¢ gl'n “your subjects have inherited this freedom, that they s ould potibs
S:atuteis]efif iu"f rnet:.:h:;te) to any fax, tallage, aid, or other like charge, not set by © T
compelled to co ‘ ; i
e di issi directed to sundry Commissioners in severa
re 3 ivers commissions dire ¥ oner 2
Yet IIE‘:rhn!\eif:l?{,‘g«[nl;tehave jssueds by means whereof your 3‘34’_0;'316 ‘:‘I\?vt:\?nag]ddrlr::;:
SR blinf'l and required to lend certain sums of money unto yau;ﬂ : ajes s and iy
p}aci:}es :lssr:m! llfci‘r ‘tefusal so to do, have had an oath admmchi unl({ t u,![:n, nL‘»)mmd Tt
Sk ey “of thi i i have been constrained to become -
is realm, and have T : « . 3
briee orcf'tqzﬁ;sr.tz:lﬂ::e before your Privy Council,and in mhe’r -‘;hwﬁ‘e:::}i o;:graiw;
appea;]—an?e ?):ex:é therefore imprisoned, confined, and m.mdrl-y dotlmr u,{;\hrn;(t.“!;]e o o
ptys ,ﬂ.‘,e d divers other charges have been laid nnd_.lm \.xpo‘n Sf; !\Jua-,u,-rs Ak
gt L rds Lieutenants, Deputy Licutenants, Comr n_n-Trs. )‘r I, l;1i\-v’(_]o;,;11ci1,
mfm;ues, hﬁd ‘:thers by command or direction from your Majesty or your ¥
of Peace a S, by 2 S i
i ; stomns of this realm: e 3
aga]_.:s‘dlhehh“s—\‘a::)dlf\la—cﬁ’\:‘g?ata.ue called, ““The Great Charter of the l.\c‘.{n:se‘: nfd'g;ﬂ?gd;.f
ea e C : . ay be taken or imprisone e diss
iti X T ~d., that no freeman may ted > ok
s dccllar;zid a;:‘ﬁff:;is' or his free customs, or be outlawed or [exl'l‘_(?x'rn?l( in any manne
a vt i S y = r .
hi,s fre—w: 3} Et:n by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by d\i_lawf I:»a-;e;d e
dt,ﬂ;cs& in the eight and twentieth year of the 1}' gn qunlr“ig\\]-:x e L L
’: s : Aty of Parliament, that no man o et ondi B
detl:\re? z\u}% (-i;:-xc:idﬂf:: :;‘:al;.s,‘l(\(\ds or tenements, nor. \-‘Lkgn, nor unglrn.;;rlx—:.::... _nur disherited;
]!l.'f)&,sz'lft)l;l de ul? without heing brought to answer by due W}O((Lf}?c[r‘ i
uorg{mv r([he!]‘;s’ against the tenor of the st:ndé smu:ufs. and o
e e rovide ivers of your sabjects ha
S to that end provided, L you = s have D
statutes u:} }f_’url" I‘Eai';:‘w' canse showed, and when for their q:‘_h\&-x\ml;_ .‘1‘.‘ :nv.‘:z;:;el_);g 'Lfnd
Fpmon “:]“ ~rqu€; by yoir Majesty’s writs of Habeas Corpus, “LnIf\; ndersoand
bel olii}mlr;,i“zj:fu;( should order, and their keepers colnn_@ndslwll to L'r iy e o e
e T rnirs ho Cause was certified, but that they were _dct:lmu{_ Y yOuE A
their de(glne_r- ified by the Lords of your Priv Council, z.uin‘d}_\cg “’Lj};f-i':h:l el ek
comm;;n r,";(f:} without being charged with anything to which they mig 2
several prisons, :
: : 1 iners bee rsed into
Eeome anies of soldiers and mariners | been dispe
- late great companies of soldiers an ATiners o e e
_ And \\hii_rt'ﬁginlfhcar:a m. and the inhabitants against their wills {i'!'ii\]._lf:l.] ih:‘&a\\'s L
Lo m?ntct their lmu'svs, and there to suffer them to so ;!T“’\a"ﬂ nst
s m'e";\" alm, and to the great grievance and vexatio 0.[ l‘uhl:\L op t..(f e
cuslxm; ﬂt}l 1;?;150’1“"mlhm-itv of Parlimment,in mﬁlz[;;hi!m': ﬂli t f‘ :)E'h{‘l]cjor li'ng‘:) il
hird, it is { and enac an shall be forejudged of | mb ag
ird, it is decl: and enacted, that no man st adged of life St
the Thn’d’f:lzk‘c‘j(&;l:f}r‘cgllmx-ter. and the law of the land: and by ‘th\_:sa‘.‘d tér;(:lti}a?]: e
‘]:?1 Im;,ﬂ:;-ciuvg an]cl statutes of this your realm, no nl:_:m nuight to lf)blla([)l:i\l:_ ot Dr.h‘: L
et = i is y¢ 22l ither by the customs of the same real A
is realm, either by 3 2 by
the laws estab}\fh&iﬁ?ﬁi‘: “:.:Hé ; :‘lc;‘ of what kind soever is exempted fn’)mi\_h(—. Pr‘fl“';.:'l::.[g"s.
of Farlm::fnl -(‘i‘“mnisi T ‘ms to be inflicted by the laws a‘nd _sizuulé‘a {‘l} t 1.1-5 “‘igfd [jmh.
to be }11‘5‘1‘Z ¢ a:;‘i l-lxte divers commissions under your Majesty’s Great Seal ‘::\‘:.Ii_!hmi)ai‘er e
et its‘sﬂain‘ ersons have been assigned and appointed Commissio Pt
45 : i j e = Alll =
by whid T_ roc!:‘»ed within the land, according to the justice ni- mart | e s
authoniy 01 P n—i;urs or other dissolute persons joining with them, ]asl (~\er commi: a8
soldiers E“éb[:r-\f felony, mutiny, or other outrage or misdemeanour t\d“:af(:rm:e's ady s
mu!dmer, o o and order, as is agreeable to martial law, and is use dl T Jm Atk
2 1 ri‘;?dt to the trial and condemnation of such offenders, and ther
> > : s =T :
a2 teg and put to death, according to the law mart ial: . b ot of the said Cool
e t whereof, some of your Majesty’s subjects have been b o o
e death, when and where, if by the laws and statutes T;' L‘)lh‘r ey
;‘Bsm‘;sr?ig::hmby the =ame laws and statutés also they might, and by no other oug)
eserve h, 7
have been, adjudged and executed.

tatute i age not gr. by Parliament. his is now b ot 1 ve beenl'd
% = 5 ow held not to have
1A S concemi Fallage anted by Parliam. T

statute. See Gardimer S o e Purita eV on, page It dered by Stu
f - Revolution, page I. is consi 5 | S
s ments th n ; i
an unauthorized and imperfect abstract of Edward I's Confirmation of the Charters — which see
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CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS XXX1

And also sundry grievous offenders by colour thereof, claiming an exem tion, have
escaped the punishments due to them by the laws and statutes of l.hi.?your rmlmri by reason
that divers of your officers and ministers of justice have unjustly refosed, or forborne to
proceed against such offenders according to the same laws and statutes, upon pretence
that the said offenders were punishable only by martial law, and by authority of such com.
missions as aforesaid, which commissions, and afl other of like nature, are wholly and directly
contrary to the said laws and statutes of this your realm: 5

They do therefore Fkumbly pray your Most E-xcellent Majesty, that no man kereafier
e compelled to make or yield any 112, loan, beneyolence, tax, or such Iike charge, with-
oxt comemon consent by Act of Parliament ; and that mone be called te make answer, or
take suck oath, or 1o give attendarnce, or be confined, or otkerwise molesied or disqureted
concerning the same, or for refusal thereof; and that xo Sreeman, in any suck manner
as is before-mentioned, Be fmprisoned or detained s and that your Majesty will Be pleased
2o remove the said soldiers and mariners, and that your people may not be so burdened
i time to come; and thatl the foresaid commissions Jor proceeding by martial law wray

revoked and annulled; and that hereafler no commissions of like matfure may issue
Jorth to any person or persons whatsocver, fo be executed as aforesaid, lest by colowr of
them any of your Majesty’s subjects be destroyed or put to death, comtrary to the laws
and franchise of the land.

All which they most humbly pray of your Most Excellent M:
Liberties according to the laws al'lfijb‘tiﬂuteb of this realm: and that your Majesty would also
youchsafe to declare, that the awards, doings, and proceedings to the prejudice of your people,
in any of the premises, shall not be drawn hereafter into consequence or example : and that
your Majesty would be also graciously pleased, for the further comfort and safety of your
people, to declare your royal will and pleasure, that in the things aforesaid all your officers
and ministers shall serve you, according to the laws and statutes of this realm, as they tender
the honour of your Majesty, and the pros perity of this kingdom.

[Which Petition being read the 2d of June, 1628, the King gave the following evasive and
ansatisfactory answer, instead of the usual one, given below.

The King willeth that right be done according to the laws and customs of the realm: and
that the statutes be put in due execution, that his subjects may have no cause to complain of
a0y wrong or oppressions, contrary to their just rights and liberties, to the preservation
whereof he holds himself as well obliged as of his prerogative.

n June 7 the King decided to make answer in the accustomed form, So## droif Sart
eomme est dbsiré. [Equivalent to the form of royal assent, “Le roi {or la reine) le veult.”
Sée page 373, mote .  On the Petition of Right, see Hallam and compare Gardiner’s
““ England 7’ ; and his “* Documents of the Puritan Revolution.?]

The Bill of Rights (1689). — This Bill consists
lowing is an abstract. It begins by stating that “Whereas the late Kin James I, by ke
‘ice of divers evil counsellors, Judges, and ministers employed by i, did endeavor
¢ and extirpate the Protestant religion, and the latws and libertics of this King-
* 1. By dispensing with and suspendi g the laws without consent of Parliament. ». By
prosecuting worthy bishops for humbly petitioning him to be excused for concurring in the
same assumed power. 3. By erecting a High Commission Court. 4. By levying money
without consent of Parliament. s. By keeping a standing army in time of peace without
consent of Parliament. 6. By disarming Protestants and arming Papists. 7. By violating
the freedom of elections. 8. By arbitrary and illegal prosecuations. g. By putting corrupt
and ungualified persons on juries. 10. By requiring excessive bail. 11. By iImposing exces-
sive fines and croel punishments. r2. By granting fines and forfeiture against persons before
ir conviction.
1t is then declared that “ the late King James the Se
ment, and the throne being thereby vacant,”
leased Almighty God to make the glorio
opery and arbitrary power?”) did by the ai
divers principal persons of the Commons”
This Convention Parliament

ajesty, as their rights and

of thirteen Articles, of which the fol-

cond having abdicated the govern-
* therefore the Prince of Orange (“ whomi: hath
us instrument of delivering their kingdom from
dvice of ““the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
* summon a Convention Parliament.
lares, that the acts above enumerated are contrary to law.
They then bestow the Crown on William and Mary — the sole regal power to be vested only
in the Prince of Orange—and provide that after the decease of William and Mary the
Crown shall descend ** to the beirs of the body of the said Princess; and, for default of stich
issue, to the Princess Anne of Denmark? and the heirs of her body ; and for default of sach
issue, to the heirs of the body of the said Prince of Orange.”

Here follow new oaths of allegiance and su premacy in lien of those formerk required.

The subscquent articles are as follows: 1V, Recites the acceptance of :ie Crown by
William and Mary. V. The Convention Parliament to provide for ““ the settlement of the

1 The Princess Anne, sister of the Princess Mary, married Prince George of Denmark in 1683; hence
is here styled ““the Princess of Denmark.™
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religion, laws and liberties of the Kingdom.” VI. All the clanses in the Bill of Rights are
‘‘the true, ancient, and indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this Kingdom.™
WII. Recognition and declaration of William and Mary as King and Queen. VIIL. Repeti-
tion of the settlement of the Crown and limitations of the succession. 1X. Exclusion from
the Crown of all persons holding communion with the “Church of Rome™ or who © profess
the Popish religion” or who * shall marry a Papist” X. Every King or Queen hereafter
succce&ing to the Crown to assent to the Act [Ze. Disabling Act of 1678 (§ 530)] ** disabling
Papists from sitting n either House of Partament.” XI. The King and (Jueen assent
to all the articles of the Bill of Rights. XII. The Dispensing Power (§ 540) abolished.
XIII. Exception made in favor of charters, grants, and pardons made before October 23, 1659,

The Act of Settlement (r7o0-1701).1— Excludes Roman Catholics from succession to
the Crown: and declares that if a Roman Catholic obtains the Crown, “the people of these
realms shail be and are thereby absolved of their allegiance.” Settles the Crown on the
Electress Sophia,® and * the heirs of her body being Protestants.” Requires the sovereign to
join in commamnion with the Church of England. Nc war to be undertaken in defence of.any
territories not belonging to the English Crown except with the consent'of Parliament. Judges
to hold their office during good behavior. No pardon by the Crown to be pleadable against
an impeachment by the .%‘iouse of Commons. (See § 549.)

MISCELLANEOUS ACTS AND LAWS

I. Bill of Attainder. —Thiswasa bill (which might in itself decree sentence of death)
passed by Parliament, by which, originally, the blood of a person held to be convicted of
treason or felony was declared to be affained or corrupted so that his power to inherit, trans-
mit, or hold property was destroyed. After Henry VIITs reign the law was modified so as
not to work * corruption of blocd” in the case of new felonies. Under the Stuarts, Bills of
Attainder were generally brought only in cases where the Commons believed that impeach-
ment would Fail, —=as in the cases of Strafford and Laud. It should be noticed that in an
Tmpeachment the Commons bring the accusation, and the Lords alone act as judges; butthat
in a Bill of Attainder the Commons — that is, the accusers— themselves dct as judges, as well
as the Lords.

1I. Statute of Prazmunire (1303). —This statute was enacted to check the power
claimed by the Pope in England in cases w h interfered with power claimed by the King,
as in appeals made to the Court of Rome r ng church matters, over which the King's
court had jurisdictic Fhe statute receivec name from the writ served on the party wiho
had broken the law :  Premunire factas A. B.”; that is, © Cause A. B. to be forewarned®
that he appear before us to answer the contempt with which he stands charged. Henry VIIE
made use of this statute in order to compel the clergy to accept his supremacy over the
English Church. (See §§ 317, 398, 400.)

111. Habeas Corpus Act (1679). — The name of this celebrated statute is derived from
its referring to the'opening words of the writ: “Habeas Corpus ad subficiendum?” (see page
273, note 1). Sir James Mackintosh declares that the essence of the statute is contained in
clauses 39, 40 of Magna Carta—which see. The right to Habeas Corpus was conceded by
the Petition of Right and also by the Statute of 1640. But in order to better secure the liberty
of the subject and for prevention of imprisonments beyond the seas, the Habeas Corpus Act
of 1679 was enacted, regulating the issue and return of writs of beas Corpus. -

The principal provisions of the Act are: 1. Jailers (except in cases of commitmeut for
freason or felony) must within three davs of the réception of the writ produce the prisoner in
court, unless the court is at a distance, when the time may be extended to twenty days at the
most. 2. A jailer, refusing to do this, forfeits £ 100 for the first offénce, and £200 for the
second. 3. Mo ope set m%ﬂ_\crty upon any Habeas Corpus to be re-committed for the same
offence except by the court having jurisdiction of the case. 4. The Act not to apply to cases
of debt.

IV. The Constitutions of Clarendon (1164). — These measures (§ z16), says Bishop
Stubbs, were “ really a part of a great scheme of administrative reform.’’ They were drawn
up by a committee of bishops and barons, with the Justiciar or Chief Minister at the head.
The object of the Constitutions was *“to assert the supremacy of the State over clergy and
laity alike.” They limited the surisdiction of the ecclesiasiical courts; they established a more
uniform system of justice; ang, in certain cases, they provided fora kind of jury tral. (See
Stubbs’ Constitutional History, I, 5255 or, fora brief abstract of the Constitutions, see Ac
and Ransome’s Political History, page 24-)

1 This act, says Taswell-Langmead, is *the Title Deed of the reigning Dynasty, and a veritable
original contract between the Crown and the People.”

¥ The Electress Sophia was the granddanghter of James 1; she married the Elector of Hanover, ;.nd.
became mother of George 1. See genealogical table of Descent of the English Sovereigns in the Appendite

page xli.

SUMMARY OF THE

PRINCIPAL DATES IN ENGLISH

HISTORY !

e ¥ . 1
[The * marks the most important dates.]

L. THE PREHISTORIC PERIOD

The Rough-Stone Age.
The Polished-Stone Age.
Age of Bronze begins, 1500 B.c.?

II. THE ROMAN PERIOD, 55, 54 B.C:
AD,. 43410

#Cesar lands in Britain, 55 and 54 B.C
Clandius begins the conquest of Br;min
A.D. 43, :
Revolt of Boadicea, 61.
Agricola builds a line of forts, 81.
Hadrian's Wall, 1212
#Britain abandoned by the Romans, 410,

I THE SAxon, or EARLY, ENGLISH,
PERIOD, 449-1013; 1042-1066

‘T!_ie Jutes settle in Kent, 449.
Eih:}};} Cissa found the kingdom of Sussex
7% :
Cerdic founds the kingdom of Wessex, 495.
.Ti!e :}ngles settle Northumbria, 547.
ng;‘f of Augustine; conversion of Kent
e :
ghurt:h council at Whitby, 664,
irst landing of the Danes in England, 7
in 5 Lngland, 789.
*Bgbert (King of Wessex, conquers 2 large
:)&:Irt ot[_ }h;é country (827), and takes the
itle of © King of the English”), 828,
Alfred the Great, 871.
¥Treaty of Wedmore, 878.
Invasion by the Danes — Danegeld paid by
decree of the Witan for the first time,
991. I

IV. Danisa PERIOD, 1013-1042

S8weyn, the Dane, is acknowledged king of
the English, 1013.
Canute, the Dane, chosen king, 1017.

Divi;]ﬁs England into fonr great earldoms
o 2 s

Godwin made Earl of Wessex, 1020, -

V. THE SAxoN, OrR EARLY ENGLISH,
PERIOD (RESTORED), 1042-1066

Edward the Confessor, 1042,

ngo]d, Iast of the Saxon kings, 1066,

William of Normandy lands in F.ngl-a'!f"
l\‘atlle of Senlac, or Hastings — Har-ol{d‘
killed —Qct. 14, 1066.

VI. THE NORMAN PERIOD, 1066-1154

William (crowned in Westminster Abbe
_ on Christmas Day), 1066. £
Norman system of feudal land tenure begins
2 to be regularly organized, 10662
W fllfam grants a charfer to London, 10667
William harries the North, 1069, : :
}fcorganizm the Church, 1070.
Establishes separate ecclesiastical courts
10702 :
The English, under Hereward, finally de-
feated at Ely, 1071.
William invades Scotland, and compels the
w_ll?{ing t\; do him homage, 1072,
iliam refuses to e )
S become subject to the
*Domesday Book completed, 1086. —
Reports: Tenants-in-chief (barons,
bishops, abbots), aboat 1500 ; Undwi
tenants (chiefly English dispossessed of
their estates), about 8co0; Yeomen
n'orth of Watling St., about 350m:
fxmmen, sunk to a condition bo;'der-,
ing on serfdom (south of Watling St.)
about go,000; Villeins, or serfs, abou;
10g,000; Slaves, about 25,000; Citizens
monks, nuns, priests, etc., about l,732,:
oca ; Total population, about 2,000,000

¥ Many early dates are approximate only.




