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Tae EicaTeENTHE CENTURY.—DEVELOPMENT OF
THE ABUSES OF ABSOLUTE MONARCHY.— PROG-
rESS OoF Pusric Opinton. (1715-1789.)

CHAPTER LV.

MINORITY OF LOUIS XV. AND REGENCY OF THE DUKE
OF ORLEANS.

(1715-1723 A.D.)

Regency of the Duke of Orleans (1715-1723).—The
weight of the authority of Louis XIV. had been crushing
during his last years. When the nation felt it lifted, it
breathed more freely; the court and the city burst into dis-
respectful demonstrations of joy; the very coffin of the
great king was insulted. The new king was five years old.
Who was to govern? Louis XIV. had indeed left a will,
but he had not deceived himself with regard to the value of
it. “As soon as I am dead, it will be disregarded; 1 know
¥ too well what became of the will of the king, my father!”

As after the death of Henry IV. and Louis XIIL, there
was a moment of feudal reaction; but the decline of the
nobility may be measured by the successive weakening of its
efforts in each case. Under Mary de’ Medici it was still able
to make a civil war; under Anne of Austria it produced
the Fronde ; after Louis XIV. it only produced memorials.
The Duke of Saint-Simon desired that the first prince of
the blood, Philip of Orleans, to whom the will left only a
shadow of power, should demand the regency from the dukes

and peers, as heirs and representatives of the ancient

grand vassals. But the Duke of Orleans convoked the
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iw:tlﬁ?lggfa 1]1I1 orc}er to_breﬁ{ down the posthumous despotism
2 18, feigning that the king had eg i :
P gn g ay the king had committed the
EaveTh ¥ hands, The regency, with the right to
‘LI_JPO“i _bhe council of regency as he would, was conferred
11:11;:11 Eu.n, and the command of the royal household was
aken Tom the Duke of Maine, who yielded this importanlt
1;_1iogatn e only after a violent altercation. '
L ()ﬁ-li ;lg?uﬁ tilli':]the]? _se;-vices of his two allies, the Duke
ans called the high nobility into affai i
of O1 le o ‘ iffairs, by substit
ing for the ministries six s, in ‘which bhae bhie i
g 3 1stries six councils, in w i
T | 3 cils, which they occupie
g}fmlu.st Li.lltthe plaeef, and accorded to Parliamentythe l‘li(ri%
thelen‘m_ns 2oy, But two years had hardly passed when
pmic{:m]stues were re-established, and the Parliament mniﬁ
I,lor,] )1{15111111(;1}12?1 tsﬂcnce;: {t was plain that neither uobility
Zarlia were to be eirs of the
. ¢ the heirs of the absolute mon-
P]‘l?]&?(i?tqf 1§ffﬁff' }‘— '_l;he qulscnlt hid possession of the gov-
rnient ; ihe heritage left by Louis XIV. w: §
e ) et e S . Was a terrible
E];ing. 111§1§0t31;;8 2,400,000,000 of public debt, with a c’lthllpl
alance of 8§( 0 livres; LCessi reity of speci
: , . j an excessive scarcity of speci
. o T =Y . 13 g ; Lle ’
Eﬁg’ll}l::; qcieétpa-;al}ze,dl, Iihe nobility 0\'e1'*.\-'he.hued}v.rit-h 1debt3
agistrates and the annuitants lo 1 ; :
8 L the a gk ng deprived of ¢
ii\;elltfw due them from the State; the ﬁzasnlms in need I(;‘f
(ieq; gt iug;)many portions of the country uncultivated and
co;mt P(r Peace, at any price, was necessary to enable the
" lhl a? to 19_(:(1;\-'91- and the regent to maintain his position
o ance wit “gngl?mti (1717).—Tn England, the Whigs
gain as ' war; but Europe was for the m irec
) : as » moment tirec
;J;fgh’rimg! and the house of Hanover felt the necessity (:)E
stleng 3 siti - ; i
Sidenat ji&:n%ug 1ts position before attempting anything out-
L s for Spain, Philip V. again claimed the 1'e§ency
a 3 = . - :
himsg.ﬁ(_)poi?d,f if the y fln_mg king died, to claim the crown
AL Lo Torm an alliance against Spain wi ‘
the jealous guardian of 1])1]]11'];; ;Q‘:l%ctmst Spdtl_ll e e
1€ j I /.’s renunciations of the thr
of France, and s to fortity hi e
e, and thus to fortify himself st
. ( _ self against personal d
ger, was the policy of the re i i et
; : egent— a policy which we ;
e 7 o policy which was useful
self, and might be made useful als thv:
e e useful also to France; but
as ditional on the way in which i ied
1 ¢ ; vhich it was carried
: as cé out.
Fr]qu the Triple Alliance concluded January 4, 1717, between
591(1 gce, England, and Holland, the regent consented to
. 1V e ! a1rt - ; i : ] i
o F&V}Wr th{b Stuart Pretender, to demolish the works
oy l-ng‘ {z, g_nr fill up i';he port of Dunkirk. Commerce and
avigation in the South Sea was forbidden to the French
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The Protestant succession in Englmy_l 'W‘.'}S {(t({(;g:;ii(:; ;lll;i
in return the English government mu.”%mée.t. . 1 bie
to the throne of France (?St‘.i.])ll%}l@ll]‘ by j }E_’,ﬁli,i{] {} iTa ;
that is to say, the exclusion of 1 l}ll} p)- 3 n(:]huflé . 2
alliance hetween the two cougtme.s was (.3{}_11 o Gl
War with Spain (1719—1#2”).——(T-J.u]::]l‘l'l( Albean s
bold minister of Philip V., had 1]]?(.1&:1{;“[.\011 {]to store 11
finances, agriculture, and marine of L‘p(}m: nbuf e
T mee had11?1?{%}211?3?3?t:\:)?:?‘upg* him with the
gﬁiiihtto ’511\1?, %11]121;?11(1 som ethin& to do, Aél]mr(im Eétt?ntlej’z
o agai e ing of Sweden, Charles A1l
ino against her the king of Sw eden, Ch Ol
i)igél 1\?%& oﬁ'gu.nize.:l in France, mu.on;__v:.;ﬁjl tlweu:zllirtljp u]g ut;lf_
regent, by the Spanish amh:msardnr Ce c}'l\ll,.tll ;nd ek
ess of Maine. But the plot was _(hsc_-.(j\: (_]130(1, e
of Cellamare arrested together with the‘. : l% e A D
of Maine. The regent declared for repr 1&,{‘1.53.1“ e
A new treaty, in 1718, reunited France, J&‘]b{‘.. e
1 Austria. - The English attacked the Spanish ] 1,
. :1111(1 Jaration of war, on the coast of Sieily and de-
?’1131];1 O{Iti.t- ?‘LT(LH) Another fleet, which was to con.v'ey Itht:-i
]ffégénder to Scotland, was de:stro‘}-'efl b}é):.m) 13921%2??:,\:111;1
the Bnelish took Vigo, while ]—:em‘\\iic}\ e.n L]il.fl .t%; mo
the French army (1719). Albe‘ronll 51101(,.1‘11.1.1' ’:(’{1 el
accumulation of 1'01\'91‘31135, ?l]']d (&;panrlr ]:‘1 ]1;;%; e)i;f S-n-:o)- oo
itions of the quadruple alliance. > Dak S
i‘lérce.d to accept S:u'{lim{t. in (1;*1:;]1;25‘1;1;2110;1(01?%{;\;1:;k,l Eml-,
Milanese, remained in the ses e empCIoE
1]3%?‘5 }tllllléugﬁl{;st child of the second queen nlt) F:C']LJ:!];; \:]f::i
given the reversion of the duchies of T .Lllll_{rl,‘ : 1.(_:(], :14 o
Tus ro(AT2 This war had thus established more
L Austria over Italy, and that of
firmly the domination of ;‘%{:tlg; (;:;r]il S_l;mjt, o
England upon tlio ocean. Fran
lm%\:;;]i;no %1\?111%' then, served the enemies of frmlcﬁ 153
i o councillor nom the regent confide
ey ot Dabats. « ATL vice,” says SainicSimon,
iv?éls‘rﬁdl:-'n%va.r{ce, debauchery, El-]lﬂ,)itlll]n, thle b’x;}@a“ﬁ eﬂl‘llzte; )nq,-
Stll‘uggléd = 11'1?1 fmlﬂ‘f(‘cll]\t:t;;ltl zf}cﬁlﬁ}r'{n;.iet()]n:l‘l{iiousuless,
sessed a supple and activ y cEbIee e nces,
;.?f(% a tremelllslous capacity for work. : m‘i(‘-hl“(:t; r?}:&é;:;lted
preceptor of the Duke of ()1‘19:!,!19:, ‘\‘1':]11.0) (rlélltl e
to his pupil as many of his vices as the g
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the latter would absorb. Dubois had ne
of the Triple Alliance very skilfully. The regent rewarded
him for it by giving him, at the request of Great Britain,
the ministry of foreign affairs. England, we are assured,
paid him enough to insure his good offices, — fifty thousand
crowns a year. He did even better after; he persuaded the
regent to make him archbishop of Cambrai, received all the
orders in one day, and profaned by his presence the seat
50 recently consecrated by the virtues of Fénelon. Finally,
a little later, he became cardinal by spending eight millions,
Disorder of the Finances.— A debt of 2,400,000,000 livres,
of which almost a third had already matured ; a gross revenue
in 1715 of 165,000,000, a net revenue of 69,000,000, for an
expenditure of 147,000,000, and consequently a deficit of
78,000,000 ; the greater part of the receipts for the follow-
ing year already expended: such was the condition of the
finances at the death of Louis XIV. Some advised bank.
ruptey.  The Duke de Noailles, president of the council
of finances, obtained at first some resonrces by recoining
specie; then he undertook to diminish the debt by a reduc-
tion of the annuities and a strict examination into frauds,
and to reduce the expenses. Several persons were ruined
by the investigation, but the greater number escaped by
bribery. 220,000,000 had been counted upon from this
operation ; it produced only 70,000,000, of which only
15,000,000 in cash ever reached the treasury. In spite of
these performances, and several useful measures, the deficit
of the year 1716 was still 97,000,000. The remedy, there-
fore, had not been found. Then 2 man came forward
who claimed to suggest the proper one. -
Law's Financial Revolution (1715-1720). — The Secotch-
man, John Law, initiated at an early age in the operations
of banking, later accustomed to the combinations of gam-
bling, by which he had made his fortune, and gifted with
great powers of intelligence and speech, conceived the idea
of creating a new power, — that of credit, basing his dedue-
tions on this half-truth, that abundance of specie gives
prosperity to commerce and industry, from which he drew
the entively false conclusion that'it is advantageous to

substitute paper money, which is susceptible of indefinite
multiplication, for specie.

The Duke de Noailles was o
éxperiment upon the finances

gotiated the treaty

pposed to making the first
of the State, and Law was
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obliged to limit his operations to tllelii_nn%(h\xi*;g )?a.{r fitblzn‘;ﬁi
- i (lupit?luof bxi('nm’i[')l?i)’if :;:;'Lgunltotclsl}"l‘he, bank
fourth in specie and three-fourths enaE
discounted at six per cent per annuim, and s o e
i es ich it paid at sight, in specie. len.
2331 13232%‘12(1:(;% t‘g}ilé, and (131']1'11:{’11(1(’,(1 for its 1)&])91:{ \:':111(3‘11
singglarly facilitated cmnm(;rcnﬂ tl-iu;s‘s:w]ttcl)uli mtj;, &;ﬁli;?
' revived, and the State established th(.‘ j:mrn {ﬂ? ‘i-ﬁs t.;) et
solvency, by ordering the 1'03-‘;11 Lrenh‘u} y {)m{é és i o
its paper as JﬂOlllt’)-' 11‘1‘p‘d.%-'}1;l](?]111lt{3 of dues and ta3
718 1t was made a royal bank. = :
1‘}-}%1:5 Ef::r had added to the bank a coinpm_l){l;\ hlg? t‘-ﬂje
T e
igsiesippi. Marvellous results were expe e e
g;[cl)loratlién of Louiﬁinna. Il’u(’%)l?::;; \‘;.?(13‘(0)1151;111;&(](} Oglfl pn-:;]l:::
of gold and silver discoverec : -:1“(1 s L ke Soon
d’Oceident, absorbing the Senega 'O?}P(fy(}:ml men
India Company, took the gencm%1 tit Lt 0118 - tE;Dglobe -
Indes, and prospectively upen?.d. a rlr)‘;itlﬁo i e
speculators. Such were the ej\t}fw:%‘ . dllivres sl
is enterprise, that shares of five hundred I voe: 8¢
z.];lstetl?tzx\}entyl thirty, am! forty tuluestthen1;t11§1e‘3.81q113‘;;
treasury notes, which had fallen to a Jouf slevel %rd S
» cent; wenfup in value on :1(:{10u'ut_0 the ?:e—_ :
?el' buying shares, and the State paid its debts with a paper
\‘f?]lli:h‘it could multi ply at will without {Lmlm-m-u-gtzﬁ(ht"[he
This was the most brilliant 11_10111911t' of‘t Lt% Sys s
shares went up, in October, 1719, to tw en‘.Ly blouimstoo.jl e
The Rue Quincampoix, 1;}{\\'11;_01‘1 the \11({} 2,%35{;;1;“'81‘0 éiv@n
constantly crowded to suffocation. Ok ht i nnde
Frenzie k-] g¢. Enormous profits were mas
e f(:lii::%d ‘jt\z_ﬂétlt\n]l:ﬂ? ]:11’}?\[011téliu‘m.rt l'eltirv_(l with 70,000,
:)ltl)(g)l,r: 1_)a.;1ké1"s servant with 5()_.1'}0“,()[;()‘,‘& S;\'ggf:g;ln“&t)]i
40,000,000. The Duke of Bourbon :1.1.1:1 ""’_f“f’q 11 Saben
()(fﬂ,()()l’l. The regent won also, and as much L] .)1w t.; ke,q;
but all for his courtiers, for l‘xe did mit 1'\310“1 .1.( i
anything. Public morality fell very low #m, f( 11 [;qi“q
of these sudden changes of fortune and unlaw lu: i
But the bank was serving its purpose; 1‘r:l 'O&“lﬂ'm e
T it it ik
i rsed its creditors, and which ret : A :
filé]l:l;g;g:for the shares of the company. , In \’Eiilttl’l nT(;alx:;n ;21-
deavored to moderate the issue of paper; he cou
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control it. The issues exceeded 3,000,000,000, while the
entire specie of France did not amount to more than 700,-
000,000. This disproportion made catastrophe certain.
The whole system was kept up only by the confidence of the
public. About the end of 1719 a fow persons lost enthu-
siasm; the more prudent ones drew specie from the bank,
or sold their shares for gold, silver, diamonds, or lands. The
shares ceased to go up, wavered, then fell rapidly. Every
one foresaw the disaster and demanded specie. TLaw, who
had become comptroller-general, struggled desperately; spe-
cie payment was suspended ; no one was allowed to have
gold or silver in his house; there were prosecutions, domi-
ciliary visits, and denunciations. TLaw barely escaped being
torn in pieces. Then by a sudden revulsion, the State, which
a little while before had proseribed coin, declared that it
would receive no more payments in paper: this was the
death-warrant of the system. TLaw escaped from France
wholly impoverished (1720). Tt now remained to lignidate
accounts. The public debt was found to be inereased b
nearly 13,000,000 of interest per annum. But the extine-
tion of a great number of offices, and the redemption of
several alienated revenues, compensated for this increase.
The State was left in about the same condition as that in
which Law found it.

.. Change in Manners and Ideas.— S
this famous system. Tt
gave industry and eommerce an ener
livered agriculture from the tithes on landed property, and
from the arrears due on the faille. And, though it made
sad ruin, it ameliorated the public fortune by a reduction of
20,000,000 on taxation, and by a redistribution more favor-
able to the lower classes. But while reversing the condi-
tions and fortunes of men, it also accelerated the change
already begun in manners and ideas. That court which sur-
rounded Louis X1V, with its grave and solemn aspect, had
been dispersed. Tt could not be brought together again
under a minor king, with a regent whose first thought was

of pleasure and who cared little for etiquette or regal dig-

nity.

Debauchery had, until then, kept within certain limits ;
cynicism of manners as well as of thought was now adopted
openly. The regent set the example. There had never
been seen such frivolity of conduct nor such licentious wit

uch is The history of
showed the power of credit; it

getic impulse; it de-
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as that exhibited in the wild meetings of the roués of the
Duke of Orleans. There had been formerly but one salon in
France, that of the king; a thousand were now open to a
society which, no longer occupied with religious questions,
or with war, or the grave futilities of etiquette, felt that
pleasure and change were necessities. The Edipe of Vol-
taire and the Leitres persanes of Montesquieu opened the
fire upon the old régime.

Pestilence in Marseilles (1720). —During these Saturna-
lia of the court a terrible scourge had desolated Provence,
where the plague carried off 85,000 persons, and a famine
succeeded the epidemic.

Death of Dubois and the Duke of Orleans (1723). — Louis
XV. attained his majority February 13, 1723, being then thir-
teen years old. This terminated the regency of the Duke
of Orleans. But the king was still to remain a long
time under tutelage; the duke, in order to retain the power

after resigning the regency, had in advance given Dubois

the title of prime minister. At the death of the wretched
Dubois he took the office himself, but held it only four
months, dying of apoplexy in December, 1723. France had

been eight years in his hands; the time had arrived for the
outburst of the moral revolution prepared by the last years
of Louis XTIV,

REIGN OF LOUIS XV.

CHAPTER LVL

REIGN OF LOUIS XV.

(1723-1774 A.D.)

Dlﬁgn:??txg( ofI the ?!ﬂ?e of Bourbon (1723-1726). — The
€€ oI bourbon, who became prime mini i th
ame e minister on the deatl
of the regent, had sc: : b
cgent, had scarcely better morals than + i
of the 3 e s than those of his
predecessor. But he manifested oreaf as
anifested great harshnes FAT(C
e gre: arshness towards
3 2 s and Jansenists. He renew A
vated, the severities of Louis ‘Cl\r’m]*:lfgiriftiﬁ" e
menced, as at the time of révoeation oLt o
I . : of she revoeation of tl i :
Nantes; and the governne constraed Ltk el
é > governnient was constrained by the publi
011%}1)‘ to mitigate some of its cruelties : Tl
v R . Mgt v % 1 ”
~The English ministry had continued to Madame de Prie
]En:,tmiss of the Duke of Bourbon, the poﬁsion '\;fhi(-h (ilt hluf
st of v ) 118 J ac
kpl,: ;{;l;;‘l\czd, g‘l[ﬂlltt‘,(]. to Dubois, and therefore the duke
3 rance 1n alliance with Enels The = .
recently drawn closer to the P'ﬂ;i‘i}:tl;u};‘f \il h{l'llegem‘i %}ad
ey 0 close G ] Madrid, and had
f;;]i\( dﬂh‘n Louis XV. the hand of an infanta. The young
princess, only four years old, was taken to Paris to be broucht
up. Such a marriage was advant (fms Wl
. a marriage was advantageous for the hous
Cot e Seou e house of
Orleans; forsinee it could not be solemnized for a long ti
1t would leave the throne long without an heix ; 1 et
T e th long : °, and conse-
](}:1{2111:‘13 op%u1 toE 'f.]l.]e first prince of the blood. But the nesv
uster wished the king to tak wife who g
: : ake a wife who should ow
everything to the minister, o M
A g mister, and should show 1 i {
g 00 Bethen ; show her gratitude for
: or. Stanislas Leszezynski, the exi i
) SZCZY NS ¢ exiled king of Pols
o : 2 L ; : king of Poland
;jtlb]nt.}rmn liv ing at Weissenburg, on an income gc';-;mted ‘I:in{
t]";p :{1;1[11({;t lhf 2111110111111115%1‘ chose for queen of France
© daughter of Stanislas, the ami: i Mo
o ] slas, the amiable and pious Mari
]I;Ie,szczynskl, although she was seven yen‘(rs nl&er t?lfi?lLli:ll-le
r:}mg, wrfy poor, without beauty, and already old ‘in ';})]}9‘111('3
g poo; eauty v ol appear-
- hl_;u.“ g\]{1.;; 11_11.;1.:1t.a10f Spain was sent home to her father:
1s was the second repudiation of tl i ui V.
s 3 ation of the policy 7
within ten years. el
]-)]1. - r' - . % .
= IR{L};"‘ ]]]ngﬂé{.llt ab the insult, hastened to conclude
stria. the freaty of Vienna (1725 The kin,
aty of Vienna (1725). The king of




