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as that exhibited in the wild meetings of the roués of the
Duke of Orleans. There had been formerly but one salon in
France, that of the king; a thousand were now open to a
society which, no longer occupied with religious questions,
or with war, or the grave futilities of etiquette, felt that
pleasure and change were necessities. The Edipe of Vol-
taire and the Leitres persanes of Montesquieu opened the
fire upon the old régime.

Pestilence in Marseilles (1720). —During these Saturna-
lia of the court a terrible scourge had desolated Provence,
where the plague carried off 85,000 persons, and a famine
succeeded the epidemic.

Death of Dubois and the Duke of Orleans (1723). — Louis
XV. attained his majority February 13, 1723, being then thir-
teen years old. This terminated the regency of the Duke
of Orleans. But the king was still to remain a long
time under tutelage; the duke, in order to retain the power

after resigning the regency, had in advance given Dubois

the title of prime minister. At the death of the wretched
Dubois he took the office himself, but held it only four
months, dying of apoplexy in December, 1723. France had

been eight years in his hands; the time had arrived for the
outburst of the moral revolution prepared by the last years
of Louis XTIV,
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France repair her logses undisturbed, and enrich herself b

an lmmense colnmerce, treating the State as a powerful and
robust body which could take care of itself. The people were
so tired of political and financial breaknecks, that this senile
minister, this government which governed as little as possi-
ble, was almost popular, and lasted seventeen years. Fleury
set up for his aim, peace and economy. He won the blessings
of the people by certain reductions of taxation, He restored
the public credit, re-established for the time the balance
between receipts and expenditures, and constructed roads.
Still, to leave industry and commerce to themselves, was a

good policy only in case they were free; and besides, he

allowed the French marine to go to ruin,

Nor was Fleury tolerant, He set again in operation the
bull Unigenitus; he imprisoned several ecclesiastics who
refused to sign it, removed the J. ansenist professors of the
Sorbonne, and cancelled protest of the Parliament, Later,
he exiled forty of its membe s, and soon after recalled them
for fear of some disturbance (1730), so that Parliament, em-
boldened, allowed the spirit of opposition again to enter the
sanctuary of the laws. In 1727 an ascetic Jansenist deacon
died in the odor of sanctity. It was soon reported that
he had worked miracles i persons who stretched themselves
on the tomb of the deacon fel convulsions, or nervous trem-
blings, sometimes Injurious, sometimes beneficial.  There
were scenes both extravagant and scandalous; but the gov-
ernment had the wisdom not to interfere,

Foreign Affairs; Reconciliation with Spain (17 26-1731).
— The Duke of Bourbon had bequeathed to his successor a
quarrel with Spain, then allied to Austria, which obliged
France to continue in alliance with England. Sir Robert
Walpole, the principal counsellor of George I1., agreed with
Fleury in desiring peace. The war between the two leagues
had had no other cffect than a fruitless attack of the
Spaniards upon Gibraltar in 1727, Fleury stopped it the
Same year. In 1731, at the death of the last Duke of Parma
and Piacenza, the infante Don Carlos was put in possession
of those states. The emperor withdrew hig opposition only
after the powers had accepted his Pragmatic Sanction, A
good understanding was now re-established between the
courts of Madrid and Vienna, i

War of the Polish Succession (1783-1735). — The death
of Augustus IT,, king of Poland, disturbed this peace. The
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War of the Austrian Succession (1741-1748). —In 1740
the emperor Charles VI. died. In order to assure his
hereditary possessions to his daughter, Maria Theresa, he
had obtained from all the European states, at great sacri-
fices, a solemn recognition of his Pragmatic Sanction, and
he left to Maria Theresa an ample collection of parchments.
“An army of two hundred thousand men,” says Frederick
IL, “would have been more valuable.” Heo had scarcely ex-
pired when five claimants came forward. The Elector of
Bavaria, the king of Spain, the Elector of Saxony, claimed
the entire heritage by right of blood; the king of Sardinia
claimed the duchy of Milan, and the king of Prussia, Fred-
erick IT,, four duchies in Silesia, Trederick II. had not a
large kingdom, but his father had left him a rich treasury
and a fine army, and nature had given him the rarest
talents. He began by laying hold upon what he claimed.
The battle of Mollw

itz put him in possession of three.
fourths of Silesia (1741)

Alliance with Frederic IT. — The Count of Belle-Isle pro-
posed in the French council an alliance with Prussia, and a
plan which restricted Maria Theresa to Hungary, Lower
Austria, and Belgium, and divided the rest among the
claimants; the Elector of Bavaria ws

as to be emperor,
France took nothing for herself. Tt was thought that the

abasement of Austria would be the elevation of France; and
that by dividing Eastern Germany, France would be relieved
of all anxiety on the Rhine. This plan was adopted in
opposition to the opinion of Fleury, and the treaty of
Nymphenburg was concluded upon this basis (1741).
Bohemian Campaign; Defection of Frederick II.; Death
of Fleury (1741-1743). — France put into the field an army
of only forty thousand men, and sent it into the heart of
Bavaria. Capturing Linz, the principal barrier of Austria
on the upper Danube, the Elector of Bavaria might have
seized Vienna; but preferred to conquer Bohemia. Maria
Theresa had time to arouse her faithful Hungarians ; while
the elector was being crowned emperor at Frankfort, the
Austrians entered Munich (January, 1742). Frederick
threatened Moravia, and defeated the Austrians at Chotusitz
in Bohemia, (May); but Maria Theresa was wise enough to
make sacrifices in season: she gave up Silesia to him. Upon

- ehe . o - -
this condition, Frederick set aside the promise he had made
to France,
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arms, and penetrated into Bohemia as far as Prague. This
diversion disengaged the line of the Rhine. The emperor
Charles VII. refurned to his electorate, but only to die.” His
son made a treaty with Maria Theresa, and renounced all
pretension to the Austrian succession ( 1745).

Marshal Saxe; Fontenoy (1745). — France had no longer
any object in the war; but it was 1

lecessary to conquer peace.
She sought it in the Netherlands. Marshal Saxe, a natural

son of the king of Poland, invested Tournai; fifty-five thou-
sand English and Dutch, under the command of the Duke
of Cumberland, approached the town. The marshal decided
to offer a defensive battle. He took up a strong position at
Fontenoy. At the beginning of the battle (May 11, 1745)
the English and Dutch attacks were repulsed ; then the
Duke of Cumberland massed his infantry in single column
80 as to pierce the centre of the French line. The English
advanced slowly, as if upon parade. They outflanked Fon-
tenoy. Ten regiments successively charged against this long
column, immovable on account of its mass and

but were repulsed. The battle seemed endangered ; the
marshal prepared to retreat, but seeing the English column
halt for a moment, he ordered a general attack on its flank.
The column, surrounded, bent under the shock, opened,
shivered; from that moment its strength was broken. The
severed battalions fled hastily to the reserve. The allies had
lost twelve thousand or fourteen thousand men; the French,
more than seven thousand. This was a great victory, and
had important results. Tournai, Ghent, the general depot
of the enemy, Oudenarde, Brussels, Dendermonde, and
Ostend capitulated. At the beginning of the following year
the French entered Brussels.

Second Defection of Prussia; Reverses in Ttaly (1745
1746). — The victories of Hohenfriedberg and Kesseldorf
having thrown Saxony and Dresden open to the king of
Prussia, he signed at Dresden a new treaty with Maria The-
resa, which confirmed the cession of Silesia. This defection
left the French without an ally in Germany ; the defeat of
the Pretender, Charles Stuart, at Culloden (1746), prevented
& revolution in England. Maria Theresa and George II.,

freed from all anxiety, the one with regard to Prussia, the
other on account of the

into the hostilities. M:
herself in Italy, The F

its bravery,

Jacobites, infused renewed vigor
wria. Theresa sought to indemnif
rench and Spanish army had been




494 REIGN OF LOUIS XV.

gaining some successes there, but now the victory of Pia-
cenza (1746) and the defection of Spain gave to the ITm-
perialists all the northern part of the peninsula. The
English, Austrians,and Sardinians attempted an invasion of
Provence, but were compelled by Belle-Isle to retreat.

Rauncoux and Lawfeld (1746-1747).—In the south, accord-
ingly, France did nothing but defend her frontier; but in
the north she had brilliant success. The battle of Raucoux,
won by Marshal Saxe, marked the year 1746. Louis, after
each victory, demanded nothing but peace, “not wishing,”
he said, “to negotiate like a merchant, but like a king.”
This unusual disinterestedness was suspected, and Holland,
alarmed at seeing the French at her gates, re-established the
stadtholderate as in 1672. The czarina Elizabeth (1747)
placed at the disposal of the enemies of France fifty Rus-
sian ships and thirty-seven thousand men, who set out for
the Rhine. France alone, facing all obstacles, was still
advancing in the Netherlands, peace in one hand, and the
sword in the other. Marshal Saxe won the battle of Law-
feld (1747), and the “impregnable” Bergen-op-Zoom was
taken. Holland was invaded. In 1748 BSaxe invested
Maastricht.

Naval Operations; La Bourdonnais and Dupleix.— The
naval war between England and France had begun in 1744,
with an indecisive action at Toulon. Brest and Toulon
were blockaded by the English, and Antibes bombarded.
France could not, with thirty-five ships-of-the-line, cope
with one hundred and ten. Her chiefs of squadrons at least
made defeat honorable by their heroic courage. “In this
war,” says an English historian, “England owed her vie-
tories only to the number of her vessels.” In Ameriea, the
English captured Louisburg and Cape Breton (1745).

In the Indies, France had two distinguished leaders, — La
Bourdonnais and Dupleix ; if they could have acted in con-
cert, and if they had been properly supported, they would
have won Hindustan for France. The first had established
everything in Bourbon (Réunion) and the Isle de France
(Manuritius), of which he was governor for the India Com-
pany,— cultivation, arsenals, fortifications. An engineer, a
general, and a sailor, he stopped at nothing; and from Mau-
ritius, which, with its excellent harbor, had become the key
to the Indian Ocean, he sailed about over that sea and drove
the English from it. Dupleix endeavored to drive them
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from the mainland of Asia; but the two quarrelled, and La
Bourdonnais, recalled to France, was, on his arriv&l’shut up
in the Bastile. Dupleix made a gallant defence of Pondi-
c}'Lerry and gave the English a blow which was felt even in
Europe. Peace was then for France as inopportune in India
as in the Netherlands; but her navy was reduced to two
vessels, and her debt had increased by 1,200,000,000 livres.

Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748). —The peace signed at
Aix-la-Chapelle in April, 1748, stipnlated for mutual resti-
fution of conquests. England recovered for four years the'
asiento (the right to import negroes into the Spanish ecolo-
nies), and limited rights of trade with them; Austria ceded
Parma and Piacenza to the infante Don Philip, Silesia to
the king of Prussia, and several places in the Milanese to
the king of Sardinia. France gave up Madras, and recovered
possession of Cape Breton; but she kept nothing in the
Netherlands, almost all of which she had occupbied and
agreed to expel the Pretender from France. Marshal "Saxe
survived this treaty only a short time.

_Commermg.l Prosperity. — The eight years which followed
this peace formed the most prosperous period of French
commerce in the eighteenth century. Lorient, which in
1726 was only a small market-town, had, in 1733, had imports
to the value of eighteen millions.  Bourbon became a great
agricultural colony. Dupleix sought to establish in India
a vast colonial empire. Guadeloupe, Martinique, and espe-
cially San Domingo, reached a degree of prosperity which
was reflected upon all the merchant towns of the mother
country, upon Nantes, Bordeaux, and Marseilles, which had
n addition all the trade of the Levant. The susar and
coffee of the French Antilles drove out from the Eﬁropean
market the similar products of the English colonies, and
Louisiana began to flourish. ) :

The last maritime war had only suspended this movement:
as soon as the war was over it resumed its course with an
energy which was seconded by the government itself; for
in spite of the inactivity of Louis XV., and the wretched
influence of Madame de Pompadour, the increasing strength
of public opinion forced upon the government certain men
and certain tendencies. The Marquis of Argenson had been
called, .in 1744, to the ministry of foreign affairs, and that
of marine was given to Rouillé and De Machault, who made
praiseworthy efforts to re-establish a navy. England, though




