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Prussia, as usnal, anticipated the action of his enemies. He
surrounded the Saxons in their camp of Pirna, repulsed the
Austrians at Lobositz, then absorbed the whole Saxon army.,
France sent two armies into the field during this eampaign ;
one under Marshal d’Estrées into Westphalia, the other
under Soubise towards the Main. Frederick would not
have been able to defend himself against this formidable
coalition if his allies had acted at all in concert. He had
in his favor also the unskilfulness and carelessness of the
French generals, Soubise and Richelieu, and the slowness of
Daun, the Austrian commander-in-chief. He re-entered
Bohemia, and won the bloody battle of Prague (1757).
Defeated in turn at Kollin by Daun (1757), he was foreed fo
retreat. In the east, the Russians took Memel from him,
and beat one of his lieutenants at Gross.J igerndorf ; in the
west, D'Estrées conquered Hanover, and another French
army marched rapidly upon Magdeburg and Saxony. Thus
the circle of enemies by whom Frederick was surrounded
pressed upon him more closely each day (1757). He asked
for peace.  Believing him to be in extremity, they refused
it. He took refuge in his indomitable energy.

Capitulation of Kloster-Zeven (1757). = Richelieu, who
succeeded I’ Estrées in the command of the army of Han-
over, entirely surrounded the Duke of Cumberland in a cul-
de-sac; but, instead of taking him prisoner, agreed to the
capitulation of Kloster-Zeven, which the English govern-
ment afterwards disavowed.

Rossbach (1757) ; Krefeld 1758). — Soubise, the favorite
of Madame de Pompadour, had “joined the forces which
had been raised by the Empire to sustain Maria Theresa,
and was marching upon Saxony. Frederick hastened from

I Silesia to the Saale: he had only twenty thousand men with
which to oppose fifty thousand. He established himself at
the village of Rossbach, concealing his cavalry and artillery.
The allies advanced rashly and in disorder, Suddenly the
Prussian_artillery was unmasked and opened fire; their
cavalry dashed upon the right flank of the army of Sou-
bise; the infantry followed ; the French and Gérmans were
scattered in a few moments. The Prussians killed three
thousand men, took seven thousand prisoners, captured
sixty-three pieces of cannon, and lost only four hundred
soldiers.

Frederick, leaving Soubise to run away, turned against the
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Austrians, drove them from Saxony, to which they had
returned, and followed them into Silesia, which he again
took from them (1757). Pitt, afterwards Lord Chatham,
just at this time became prime minister of England, and
decided that country to make greater efforts in behalf of
her ally. The king, in exchange for the numerous subsidies
which Pitt caused to be voted him, sent one of his lieuten-
ants, Ferdinand of Brunswick, to take command of the
Hanoverian army, which, violating its parole, again took the
field. The French retreated before this skilful general,
recrossing the Weser, the Ems, and the Rhine, and were
again defeated at Krefeld (1758).

Disorder in the French Armies and in the Administration,
— All the generals whom Madame de Pompadour placed at
the head of armies were perfectly incompetent. Moreover,
the quarrels of the court were continued in the camps, and
several were accused of causing plans to fail and losing
battles in order to ruin a rival. The armies, badly organ-
ized, were still more badly managed. Since women ruled
the government, the higher part of the administration was
given over to the most disorderly caprices. From 1755 to
1763 twenty-five ministers were appointed and displaced,
“tumbling one after the other,” writes Voltaire, “like the
figures of a magic lantern.” Plans were changed as fast as
men,

Energy of the King of Prussia (1758-1762). — After Ross-
bach and Krefeld the French generals were given forces
superior to those of the enemy and so gained occasional
successes in Western Germany (1758-1760). Buf in gen-
eral, in the western part of Germany, the only resulf of the
war was the devastation of the country. In the south and
east Frederick himself confronted the Russians, who took
Konigsherg from him, but whom he conquered at Zorndorf
(1758), and the Austrians, who, at Hochkirch in Lusatia,
killed ten thousand of his men. The Russians revenged
themselves the following year at Kunersdorf, where twenty
thousand men on each side were left upon the field of battle,
and Frederick would have found himself in a eritical posi-
tion if his adversaries had known how to take advanfage
of their victory. The brilliant success of Prince Ferdinand
at Minden (August, 1759) raised his hopes. He defeated
Laudon at Liegnitz, delivered his capital, surprised by
the Russians and Austrians, forced Daun into a dangerous
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nies were in want of provisions, powder, and shot. The
enemy besieged Quebec; Montcalm gave battle in order to
save the city, and was mortally wounded, as was also the
victorious English general Wolfe. Montcalm’s successor,
Vaudrenil, struggled for some time, but Canada was lost, and
Guadeloupe, Dominica, Martinique, Grenada, St. Vincent,
St. Lueia, and Tobago were also lost.

Choiseul; the Family Compact (1761). — An able minister
at this time acquired the greatest influence in the affairs of
France, the Duke of Choiseul. Madame de Pompadour had
recalled him from the embassy at Vienna to give him, in
1758, the portfolio of foreign affairs, which he exchanged in
1761 for that of war. Two years later he received in addi-
tion that of the navy, and had that of foreign affairs bestowed
upon his cousin, the Duke of Praslin. Choiseul preserved
the Austrian alliance, but he also formed another. He
wished to gather together, as in a sheaf, all the branches of
the house of Bourbon established in France, in Spain, in the
Two Sicilies, and in Parma and Piacenza, securing to France
the useful support of the Spanish navy. This treaty, famous
under the name of the Family Compact, was signed in Au-
gust, 1761. England immediately declared war against

« Spain, and wrested from her Manilla, the Philippines,

Havana, twelve ships of the line, and prizes valued at
100,000,000 franes.

Treaties of Paris and Hubertusburg (1763). — The Euro-
pean powers were now weary of war. France had for her
part of it spent 1,550,000,000. England had attained her
end, the destruction of the French merchant and military
marine; and her public debt was increasing enormously.
Prussia was only kept on her feet by the energy of her
king. Austria despaired of recovering Silesia. France and
England signed preliminaries which resulted, in February,
1763, in the treaty of Paris. England acquired Canada,

Acadia, Cape Breton, Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vineent,

Dominiea, Tobago, Senegal, and Minorca. France retained
the right of fishing on the coasts of Newfoundland and in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, with the islands of St. Pierre
and Miquelon ; she recovered Guadeloupe, Marie Galante,
Désirade, and Martinique, and obtained St. Lucia. In the
East Indies, Pondicherry and a few other settlements were
retained, on condition that she should send no troops there.
As Spain, while recovering Cuba and Manilla, gave up
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Florida to England, France compensated her for it by the
cession of Louisiana., “The war,” said Frederick IT ‘)‘h'td
begun on account of two or three wretched huts: the EI;“‘
lish gained by it two thousand leagues of territory anbc{
humanity lost a million of men” The treaty of Hug:artu
burg, between Maria Theresa and Frederick II., confir FEI_
the latter in the possession of Silesia. g -
I"Dl}twfﬂ and Military Decline of France.— The Seven
Years’ War had been undertaken for the ruin of the king of
Prussia; he came out of it victorious, and a new state t%mk
its place among the powers of Europe. As for France, the
war had shown the incapacity of her generals, the lack of
discipline among her soldiers, and with a few l,m.ppy ‘exce )-
i(;;onts],J the weakening of the uniilitary qualities of the D&tiﬂ.}l.
pféte.e Sca 1t was more than a decline; her ruin was com-
Efforts of Choiseul; Acquisition of Corsica (1768) and

Lorraine (1766). — Choiseul, a patriotic but not a real
minister, earnestly desired to raise France from the d%rrra
dation into which she had fallen. He tried to I'eaorc?'-*aﬁizé
the army, He resumed, with energy, the excellent wz;;k of
Machault for the creation of a fleet. Corsica, now in revolt
against the Gtenoese, its former masters, Wwas occupied, con-
guerfcll_, and united to the French territory (1768) ; it was
in 1769 that Napoleon was born there, just in time to lL)e
born a Frenchman. Three years before, the death of Stan-
islas had led to the union of Lorraine with France These
were not glorious, but useful acquisitions. Choiseul also
prepared that union of the navies of second-rate powers
which was destined, a few years later, to become the leasue
of the armed neutrality against the English. He restr";,i;e(i
Austria.from encroachment in Italy, tried to furtifir'tlie
Swedish government against the intrigues of Russia, and
extended a friendly hand to Poland. :

. Suppression of the Order of the Jesuits (1762-1764).— An
Important act of the administration of Choiseul, althou h
1t did not originate entirely with him, was the suppressigu
of the Jesuits. This powerful society had spread in ever
direction. After having struggled energetically in the mf
teenth century against Protestantism, and directed :md
ruled the Catholic world in the seventeenth, it had alllocved
to grow up within it those abuses which are devek}]fd b
prosperity too long continued. Pascal, under Louis j{l\f{r
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had attacked, in the Lettres provinciales, the lax morality
of the Jesuit casuists, and bequeathed to the Jansenists,
who filled the magistracy, the care of continuing the con-
test. The Parliaments had long been suspicious of spiritual
soldiery whose attachments were not to France, and the
philosophers rejoiced at every blow struck against them.
Great hatred had sprung up against them throughout
Europe. In 1717 they had been driven from Russia, and
they had just been banished from Portugal (1759). The
failure (for three millions) of Pére Lavalette, prefect of the
mission to the Antilles, who had mixed the affairs of com-
merce with those of religion, made a still greater stir, and
had important results. The interested parties brought
action against the company before the Parliament. When
the examination was over, the Parliament passed two
decrees: one condemning to the flames many books written
by the Jesuits; and the other, receiving the appeal of the
procureur-général against the constitutions of the society.
The queen, the dauphin, a part of the court, and almost all
the episcopate were for the Jesuits; but Madame de Pom-
padour, Choiseul, and the public were for the Parliament:
they were trinmphant. In August, 1761, the Parliament
of Paris declared the institution, by its very nature, inad-
missible in any well-governed state, “as being a political
body which tends to an absolute independence and a usur-
pation of all authority.” The Jesuits were forced to quit
their colleges and houses within a week. A royal declara-
tion of November, 1764, suppressed the society. Spain and
Naples followed this example (1766) ; Parma did the same
in 1768. Finally, even the Holy See was forced to yield to
the persistent demands of the Catholic powers, and Clement
XTIV. solemnly proclaimed, in 1773, the suppression of the
Company of Jesus throughout Christendom. They num-
bered then twenty thousand, of whom four thousand were
in France.

Disgrace of Choiseul (1770).— Choiseul had many ene-
mies. The Jesuits had left behind them a powerful party.
The dauphin, their pupil, was very hostile to the minister.
The Duke of Aiguillon, the chancellor, Maupéou, the abbé
Terray, comptroller of the finances, formed against him a
triumvirate which would have been powerless without the
shameful auxiliary whom they selected. Madame de Pom-
padour died in 1765, and had been succeeded by the Countess

MADAME DE POMPADOUR.

(C. Cochin.)
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du Barry, whose VEry presence was a stain upon Versailles,
The Duke of Choiseul refused to yield to her disreputable
influence. She swore his ruin and beset the king to pro-
cure it. The triumvirate urged her on and furnished her
with arguments, Choiseul, the king was told, was the chief
of the philosophers, the friend of Parliaments; he thought
only of war, and the king thought only of peace. The
cabal finally triumphed, and in 1770 Choiseul was banished
to his estates.

Destruction of the Parliaments (1771). — During the whole
century the parliaments had manifested a spirit of opposi-
tion to the court, to ultramontane pretensions, and fo the
increased taxation, which had not always been creditable
nor well considered, especially in matters of religion, as in
the case of the bull Unigenitus, for instance. The govern-
ment had accepted this bull as a law of the State, but the
Jansenists rejected it; they were sustained by the members
of the parliaments. The archbishop of Paris, Christophe
de Beaumont, forbade the priests of his diocese to admin.
ister the communion to any one who was not furnished with
a certificate of confession attesting that he had recognized
the bull, and the sacraments were accordingly, in certain
instances, refused. The Parliament was roused ; it caused
the bishop’s excommunication to be burned ; it ordered the
seizure of the temporalities of the archbishop of Paris, and
1t took measures to force the priests to administer the com-
munion to the sick (1752).

The magistrates, though once banished (1753), showed
equal boldness on’their return. The Parliament tried to
form, with the other parliaments of the kingdom, a great
body sufficiently strong on account of its union to play the
part of permanent States-General, in defiance of the royal
power. The king ordered the magistrates to confine them-
selves to their ordinary duties: a hundred and eighty
handed in their resignations. The turmoil in Paris was ex-
treme. A wicked wretch named Frangois Damiens hecame
excited to the point of attempting the life of the king (1757).
He wounded him only slightly, and was quartered for it.
The trial of the Jesuits, in 1762, revived the quarrel ; an-
other, in 1770, caused the struggle to break out. The Parlia.
ment had rendered a deeision against the Duke of Aiguillon.
The king stopped the procedure. The magistrates protested
against such interference. It was Just at this juncture that
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Choisenl was dismissed and his place given to Aiguillon.
Severe measures against Parliament at once followed. In
the night of January 19th-20th, 1771, one hundred and
sixty-nine magistrates were awakened by the arrival of two
musketeers who enjoined upon them to sign, yes or no, a
paper which informed them of an order to resume their
duties. Thirty-eight signed yes, and retracted it the next
day. The following night an officer signified to each of
them the confiscation of their offices, and musketeers pte-
sented them lettres de cachet, which banished them to differ-
ent places. At the end of the year there were more than
seven hundred magistrates in exile. Maupéou then formed
a new Parliament.

The gravest element in the situation was that public
opinion was at last deeply interested; that the opposition
made itself heard even about the throne; that all the
princes of the blood, with one single exception, and thir-
teen peers, protested “against the overthrow of the laws of
the State” ; and, finally, that the formidable name of the
States-General was pronounced by the Parliaments of Tou-
louse, Besanc¢on, Rouen, and even at Paris, by the court of
aids. Soon, indeed, it would be necessary for the nation to
assemble, but it would be for reconstruction; for everything
was shaking and trembling. Richelien and Louis XIV. had
destroyed the political importance of the nobility. Touis
XV. having destroyed the great body of the magistracy,
what remained to support the old edifice and protect the
monarch ?

Famine Compact; Lettres de Cachet; Bankruptey. — And
each day the shame of this monarch increased. In 1773
Austria, Prussia, and Russia divided Poland among them-
selves, and France was powerless to prevent this execution
of a whole people. In 1768 the association wittily called
the Famine Compact renewed its lease for the monopoly of
grain, and thus created the artificial famines of 1768 and
1769; the lettres de cachet were multiplied to a frightful
extent, and thus the liberty of the citizens was placed in
the hands of the rich and powerful who had a passion to
satiate or a revenge to gratify. The abbé Terray, forget-
ting that an excessive taxation was ruinous to the treasury
itself, changed the whole system of contribution in such a
manner as to render the taxation overwhelming. Poverty
increased, but the revenue did not, and bankruptey was the
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