CONDITION OF FRANCE

CHAPTER LVII.

CONDITION OF FRANCE AT THE END OF THE REIGN OF
LOUIS XV.

Spirit of Inquiry. — There had never been so e'fn'_nest a
desire for information of all sorts, or such boldness ﬁll \ien-
turing beyond the beaten tracks, as was exlullnt.e'tli int 1‘; cen-
tury. Men had long consoled t}u::u}selves t()ll a )RTE{'S ¥ ag
epigram, and for crimes by a song. But now the pu ) mfmlm_
was becoming more serious, and consequently more ormi-
dable. In the presence of a royalty which took _pl]iasuﬁe‘ltn
degrading itself, of nobles “who secme@ to be 011%} the g ?b ;]
of their ancestors,” and were unable any longer to pro uct;:
generals, of a clergy among whom were no longer imulll{
either Bossuets or Fénelons, privileges were qupstm?n?d, t’de
titles of those powers formerly respected wereluweistl%r:{;tf, .

The principal work of royalty in modern society had ;len
to establish territorial unity and governmental unity by ;e
overthrow of feudalism. But conquered feudalism had left
the land covered with ruins. Everywhere, in res]pe(';]‘i. tg
both persons a.ln(% thitngs, thg.re c;ﬂ:(z}a;} the most shocking
inequalities and the strangest confusion. oy
mel(’lt;;gs of the Government Ill-Defined. — The constitution
not being a written one, everything depended Hpo_: eulstomgt;
Royalty was, in t]ufor}.-, an absolute 1)()\\:’91 S wai ‘n(3L b
always so in faet, for numerous interests, ])'uwel;;sr, radl-
tions, and precedents formed an obstacle to 1t.] i\ {: one’s
rights were defined. The ministers set violent hands up?n
justice when they would, as the parliaments did llgjonjt.ie
law. A royal edict was valid cm]y‘nt’ce.r_]uuznzg bee-n r‘fg']b(i
tered by the parliaments, but the Council of bt'flte‘ll?ll[ i:_lte

governmental decrees, which dispensed with this iozm% hl yd
The clergy and tlie nobles had special tribunals ;‘thle 1 ;r

Estate had public functions which it had bought, cm;l, ac]) far
as the greater number of offices were concerned, the king

was deprived of the right of calling the best and most capa-

ble men into the service of the State.
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Bad Administrative Organization. — There were six minis-
ters: the chancellor, head of the department of justice, but
who had little more than a title when he was not also
keeper of the seals; the comptroller-general of the finances,
and the four secretaries of State, for the king’s household,
for war, for the navy, and for foreign affairs. These minis.
ters presented a most singular econfusion of functions. For
instance, the governors and lieutenant-generals of prov-
inces were not amenable to the minister of war, but the
posts were amenable to him, and also Dauphiny and all the
countries conquered since 1552. The minister of marine
was at the same time minister of maritime commerce; he
had under him the consulates, and the chamber of com-
merce at Marseilles, which of itself constituted a small min-
istry for the commerce of the Levant. The minister of
foreign affairs regulated pensions, and administered the
provinces of Guienne, Normandy, Champagne, Berry, ete.
The minister of the king’s household had charge of ecclesi-
astical affairs and lettres de cachet, of Languedoc, Paris, Pro-
vence, Brittany, Navarre, etec. ; among the functions of the
comptroller-general was the charge of bridges, hospitals,
prisons, epidemics, domestic trade, and agriculture. Never-
theless unity appeared for a moment every fortnight in the
council of despatches, at which the king and all the ministers
were present, and in which important decisions were made.
As for the administrative divisions, there were as many of
them as there were difficult administrations. Their circum-
seriptions never agreed. One of the most deplorable prin-
ciples of the administration was that of raising money by
creating the most useless offices, which were of course per-
manently burdensome to the public.

Judicial Organization. — Thirteen parliaments and four
provineial councils pronounced sovereign judgment in eivil
and criminal affairs; more than three hundred baillis’ or
seneschals’ courts pronounced judgment in the first instance.
The public prosecutor, unknown to the ancients, existed,
but there was no justice of the peace, such as the Rey-
olution instituted. The parliaments had very unequal
jurisdictions. That of the Parliament of Paris covered
two-fifths of France. Besides, there were military and com-
mercial courts, and also seignorial, ecclesiastical, and muni-
cipal courts, and other courts of special jurisdiction. The
chambers of accounts, the court of aids, and the court of
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currencies judged all 1(3&_3{35 relative to taxes, currencies,
ticles of gold and silver.
m%.i?&%f the gZ;E‘ena.l Code. — The civil law confirmed much
injustice, but the penal law commanded tortures before
trial, and lavished with frightful indifference mutilations,
death, and the most atrocious punishments, without allow-
ing the accused an advocate to plead for him, without peré
mitting contentious pleadings, without even requiring o
the judge that he should give any reason for his (1_‘301‘51(31]'..
The slow and complicated proceedings, carried on in dark-
ness and silence, sought less for truth than for a victim, and,
regarding the prisoner as a criminal in advance, semetm{ws
punished the innocent. For the same crime the peasant
was punished much more severely than the noble. In vain
had Voltaire made his eloquent protest against these de-
plorable judicial errors resound thrm}g’l'lout France and
throughout Europe; in vain had Beccaria’s bo?k grxpou_nded
the true principles of criminal legislation; Parliament }1;6-
fused every reform. The magistracy, honest and enlight-
ened, was much better than the law; but the law was
such that it exposed to error the most conscientious ]ud.ge,
and caused the accused, however innocent, to trel‘flble.
Relics of medievalism survived ; the 1-1gh‘t of asylum existed
even in Paris, in the enclosure of the Temple, and as late
as 1718 the Parliament of Bordeaux had condemned a man
to death for sorcery. The king still frequently pronounced
sentence of imprisonment or exile without trial, and often
without limit, and many trials were stopped or called up by
he grand council. 1
) eEgpensiveness of Justice; Diversity of Laws. —The n};g}l_s-
trates, registrars, and officers of justice were not %)a.l o )y
the king, or else were poorly paid; consequently ! ey
secured their pay from the litigants at prices set by them-
selves. The proceedings were innumerable E:-I.ld endlless%
and the litigants were delivered over to the “robbery o
justice.” These exactions cost those suitors 49,000,0})0‘, or
even 60,000,000 annually. The jurisdiction of the Parlia-
ment of Paris extended in cerfain directions as far as one
hundred and fifty leagues from the capital —another cause
of ruin to litigants constrained to attend. :
Instead of a single law there were three hundred and four
different customs, so that it happened that what was justice
in one province was injustice in another; and each parlia-
ment had special regulations.
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Absence of Public Credit; Maladministration of Finances,
— France had no credit system, and still less with regard
to the government than with regard to individuals. The
most solemn promises having been violated a hundred times,
the treasury obtained advances onl y by giving a pledge, and
even with this disgraceful condition, it furthermore paid a
usurious interest of twenty per cent. upon the advances of
the farmers-general. The accounts were not made up until
ten, twelve, and even fifteen years after the years to which
they belonged, and were so unintelligible that na one, not
even the minister, knew exactly what the State owed or
what it ought to receive. Besides, since the time of Fran.
cis L, the public treasury had been confounded with the pri-
vate treasury of the prince, so that the king helped himself
freely from the common fund. Louis XTV. took in this way,
in one year, 180,000,000, which were expended mostly in
payment for his pleasures or to his courtiers. In 1769,
after six years of peace, the expenses exceeded the revenue
by 100,000,000, and certain revenues were used up ten years
in advance.
Injurious Collection of the Public Taxes.— The taxes pre-
sented the strangest confusion. The government did not
realize all its receipts. The indirect taxes were rented to
companies of farmers of the revenue and to sixty farmers-
general, who, on the one hand, made the treasury pay them
a usurious interest, and on the other understood how to
increase their own receipts from the people. A certain tax
levied under Louis X V. was given up to them for 23,000,000;
they obtained from it 40,000,000. Seandalous fortunes were
made by the farmers; however, they were obliged to divide
with the courtiers, assuring them of pensions or portions
proportionate to their good offices. Great lords and great
adies received these degrading presents; Louis XIV. him-
self held out his hand for them. These farmers of the
revenue had at their service a code so complicated that the
tax-payers could not understand it, and so rigorous that, for
the single offence of frauds in regard to salt, there were
constantly seventeen hundred or eighteen hundred persons
in the prisons, and more than three hundred in the galleys.
The treasury was not more indulgent.
Defects of the Military Organization, — The requirements
for the effective force in times of peace called for 170,000
men, of whom 131,000 were infantry, 31,000 cavalry, and
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8000 for the king’s household; but the real effective force
did not amount to 140,000 men. There were not less than
60,000 officers in the active service or on the retirved list.
Commissions were sold even in the special services, and the
purchasers could, without having seen any service, become
general officers. The Duke of Bouillon was colonel at eleven
years of age, the Duke of Fronsac at seven. In spite of the
reforms of Choiseul there was much waste in the army, and
a bad system of enlistment spoiled its composition. The
regular army was recruited by voluntary enlistments, the
militia by lot which designated ten thousand men each year
who were compelled to serve: six years. But the drawing
of lots for the militia was marked by the most scandalous
abuses ; and if the volunteers made good soldiers, the recruit-
ing-officers often sent to the regiments the dregs of the
great cities; consequently there were annually four thou-
sand desertions to foreign countries.

Ecclesiastical Administration. — The dioceses were very
unequal : that of Rouen contained thirteen *hundred and
eighty-eight parishes; those of Toulon and Orange, twenty.
The revenues were like the dioceses. The bishop of Strass-
burg had an income of five hundred thousand livres; the
bishop of Gap, eight thousand. A large number of abbés
had scarcely one thousand livres of revenue ; that of Fécamp
could expend one hundred and twenty thousand; that of St.
Germain nearly three times as much. Many curacies were
very rich; many vicars died of hunger. The king made
appointments to all positions of any importance in the
Church ; the bishops, the chapters, and the lay lords ap-
pointed to the others. In a word, twelve thousand bishops,
abbots, priors, and canons divided among them nearly a
third of the revenues of the Church, more than 40,000,000
(present value 66,000,000) : the remaining two-thirds suf-
ficed for eight times as many priests and monks.

Differences of Condition between Persons and between
Provinces. — The three orders of the State — clergy, nobility
and plebeians — were distinguished by privileges or burdens
which made of the French people three different nations,
each having ifs hierarchy and its distinet classes. Thus,
there was the greater and the lesser nobility, — the one living
at court and upon the national budget, the other in the
provinces and on its own meagre revenues; the upper and
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lower clergy, — the former rich, the latter poor. Among the
non-noble classes, fifty thousand families possessing heredi-
tary offices of judicature formed a real aristocracy which
did not mix with the financiers; the middle class scorned
the artisan, and the peasant at the bottom of the ladder, in
poverty and ignorance, bore angrily all the weight of a society
which was crushing him. In the family itself there was
inequality : the right of primogeniture left to the younger
sons of noble houses only their swords or the Church, and
to many daughters only the convent. Besides these three
orders there were the serfs, the Protestants, who had no
civil rights, and the Jews. !

Some provinces, the pays & Etat, such as Languedoe, Bur-
gundy, Brittany, and Artois, still possessed a shadow of lib-
erty in the management of their affairs; the others, pays
d'élection, were under the absolute direction of the court;
and the latter paid taxes that the former did not pay,
or paid in a lesser proportion. Lorraine, the Trois-Evéchés
and Alsace had no custom-houses between them and foreign
lands. Others were surrounded by them on all sides. In
1789 there were still in existence in the South of France
twelve hundred leagues of lines of internal custom-houses,
and the same measure of salt could be bought in one place
for six livres, and in another for sixty-two. The tax of the
twentieth was less burdensome in Lorraine, Alsace, and
Franche-Comté than in other provinces; Lorraine was not
even subject to capitation tax ; so that old France was bur-
dened more heavily than the new France that she had con-
quered. And all this, without speaking of the privileges of
localities, corporations, and persons.

Inequality with Regard to Public Functions.— Two
classes of nobility divided between them all government
positions. The “nobility of the sword” held all ranks of
the army, the highest positions in the Church, and the chief
offices of the court and of representation; the “nobility of
the robe ” held the offices of judicature and the offices of the
higher administration. There remained for the plebeians
only industry, commerce, and finance, by means of which, it
is true, they could buy patents of nobility and become mar-
quises, but they had to incur the taunts of those who had
not thus risen to that rank, and the lasting scorn of those
who had always possessed if.
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Inequality of Taxation. — The nation paid at that time
almost 900,000,000 livres.! The taxes were most unequally
distributed. The clergy, who, besides the revenues of their
immense property, received tithes of the productions of the

and, paid little or nothing, but made “gratuitous donations.”

The nobility and the royal officers, except in some generali-
ties, were not subject to the Zaille, or land tax; they were
subject to the other direct taxes, capitation and the twentieth
of the income, but a great number found means to gain en-
tire or partial exemption. The common people, who pos-
sessed only a small portion of the soil of France, paid the
whole taille, 91,000,000 ; the tithe, which was in one place
the fortieth, and in another the fourth part of the gross
product, and cost the agricultural portion of the inhabitants
the sum of 133,000,000; the seigniorial dues, valued at
35,000,000 (without making any account of the many vexa-
tious restrictions to which the peasants were subjected for
the benefit of their lords), and the corvées, at 20,000,000.
For the great roads, for example, of which many were con-
structed under Louis XV, the State undertook only the ex-
pense of laying them out and of the constructive designs;
the materials and the labor were furnished by means of the
corvée, or enforced services; so that these works, so profitable
to the whole country, were executed at the expense and
amidst the hatred of the people who lived along the route.

Servitude of Industry and Hindrances to Commerce. — Cor-
porations, wardenships, and masterships hindered the prog-
ress of industry by limiting the number of patrons, and by
allowing only those to work at a trade who had paid for the
apprenticeship. Not he who desired to do so became a

master, but he who could buy a mastership at a cost of three,
four, and sometimes five thousand livres. And after having
paid all that, he had not yet purchased the right to improve
upon his industry, for an improvement was an infringement
upon the rights of the corporation. The manufacturer of
stuffs could not dye them, the dyer of thread had not the
right to dye silk or wool, nor the hatter to sell hosiery.
Bound by minute regulations, the manufacturers were liable

1TFrance paid, in 1786, according to M. Bailly, inspector-general of
finances, for the benefit of the king, 558,172,000 livres; for the benefit
of the provinces, 41,448,000 livres; for the benefit of individuals, corpo-
rations, and communities, 280,395,000 livres : total, 880,015,000 livres.

AT THE DEATH OF LOUIS XV. 513

to see their produets destroyed by the police on aceount of
2,311 madvm:to.zme or a modification in the work Wl‘li;'il v?ou?d
4s6 no injury to the buyer. There was :
comnage,—that of the king; and since 1?‘-_)-(;‘(‘:15111]111?:;0{?]\:1'{5 ot
]1.1nch-.'1'_ud lJ)_-' changes of specie; but it was il}jlil'é;gl I; il}(ljt
d.wermrt}' of weights and measures, which diffvred.iuy- }e
city. The India Company had until 1770 by its (3{)[[1?10'L
cial privileges, impeded the efforts of 1)1'-1'}‘.*&?@ merch: nib
It had Just been abolished ; but in domestic tr d he s -
chant still had to fight against restriotions g <o el
L T et against lliebtuctmns and injurious
T ; " Instance, at Roue an v
appomnted to provide the city with glligu : n:fn;tfﬂﬁﬁ?{d ‘{;'lns
privilege of transporting W\"(flﬂ{-l,t; a third that of rvlzindil:e
them in the mills: the people were fori:idrlen to sunlg
themselves elsewhere, Grain was not even sold fl'O]']llg)llj(:
province to another; so that jobbers could at will create
famine or plenty at certain places. Added to this, él
mternal custom-honses rendered commercial 1‘e1‘1tiu:?s hlee
tween the provinces as difficul as with foreirrnl tri ;
In order to pass down the Sadne 1 hs REGHG B 00,
I 2 the Saodne and the Rhone from Gra
to Axrles, one had to stop and pay thirty times, so that m};
this route trade left in the hands of the’ ‘i;o]1-<r:1t:11m'm";tf1'01
twenty-five to thirty per cent of the value of the ;r:) 1 tl}
transported. - Nevertheless, the French colonies 1\.&' : }lG .
flourishing, and European 'imlustry 80 l)mr*k\\"u.:l lCIL o
Spite of all this Frene rce was el
I.'D & this French commerce was prosperous.
T 5,
hmiﬁfglggn?: Jﬁ]g';rumul]tgg.‘—l\-em-ly one-fifth of the land,
o pel :'uu.n.' y ‘mﬁo the possession of the clergy,
I ced but little, because it was not subject to the actio
of personal interest; almost all the rest cultivated by n ’tn
yers, produced but little more. Tands in the po-‘sqoszimlle (?.{:
{t‘fie beasants themselves were heavily burdened w1th rents
tl]]}e number of heads of live-stock was small, four times Jlessl
1an at the present day; conseq

. ; uen : P
Impoverished for want of sufficient 1113%1})1]11; k%l;lv?r (:Veu;
proprietors farmed for themselves. “Qne could not coﬁfia”
said a writer of those times, “three hundred lords livéri
upon their own estates.” Vauban and Bois-Guilbert comg-
r‘la}lled of the discredit attached to the position of a farmer
This contempt arose from the great poverty in which the
%w_eas?fmts lived, ruined by taxation, the corvées, the restric-
b;crn;;i é)usi iup(')“'Fhle trade n grain ; and even more seriously
gniorial rights of maintaining warrens, dove-cots,
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and of hunting, which were so many scourges .fo_r 131;(13 ‘;‘lil(}i
of the poor. The fine roads _(:onst}'?clsed by Lfnu_s - t(he
only between the great cities. T he greater p&}; -
present roadways in France do not go back morc;,l t :m elg M{
years, and in many provinces the roads under‘t e royal care
were impassable for eight months in the yeal;l s
Individual Liberty and Property Ill-Secured. — ‘te“f.- (2] I
cachet placed the one at the disposal of the 111?11‘1? :}snah
their friends; the other was threatened b}: gond e.ua{ ipr’tl'séz
the arbitrary power with which the court was fu‘me(t ?\m 5
creation of fresh taxation, by a justice wluu.h was nob a/ high
impartial, and by those ¢ d_et;re&s of Qggeumon which
ed the great from paying their debts. :
ex?\-l]?)}l)ésherbcsf president of the Court ot., A‘ﬂs,l.?a.::lqtol :;’ger
king, in those remonstrances st-&ﬂlll so celebrated ! ;iﬂ Suré.e
as lettres de cachet are in force, Sire, no citizen 1ca;l ‘)e e
that his liberty may not be sacrificed to !‘GVe]lgl(-_‘, ;:-1 tnod =
is oreat enough to be securely sheltered from the 11?: ::eof ;
a ﬁliuister, nor so small :1.‘{ ,1-;0 be beneath the notice of ¢
'k of the farmers-general.” ;
cl?‘lfherty of Conscience refused; Censorship of fthﬁ Pris:gm—t
The most severe regulations still remm)ned in force agp it
dissenters. In 1746 two hundred Protestants w mfetf e
demned to the galleys or to confinement on. acc??nt 10 ! . ik
religious worship, by the Parliament of Greno )te a 3;13 16
1762 the Parliament of Toulouse caused a lﬁs or W 111"10-
ministered in Languedoe to be ha)uged. }‘el‘s?,me ‘ ;E?d
istrates broke on the wheel the lrclt.estqut ](,:alans,i m-lcgzl .
of having killed his son, v{ho, it was g:ud, m:tt tL {::.1 i;;ide
become a Catholie, and who 1n ren.h*E‘\{* had c'ou‘m‘n t:e[,‘tsuv‘rem;i
Censorship was still in existence. There w ere 1{;(:1& . 1?:; -
censorships, that of the king, that of the lkm ume t, -;,t .
that of the Sorbonne. The condemned 11001: ‘1\- :Lb‘bo ti;ne‘e;
higher price, and was eu'm}la'tted none tl}el ess; 15?91;13 Thé
even under the protection of the ministers ¢ }?{nse v ,1. o
law declared the penalties of branding, the ga ,E:%T’ ztm( eli'(im;
against the authors or pedlers of writings host: e io T t% 1
or the State; some silly persons anqwetl._‘r,lull}s,et‘{::e e
taken up; more frequently the mhm.mstr.xtmnlg 1111 tl ierzn;- 3
and this mixture of excessive sevgrlty n.u_d b_mf ; Uinéor;n
only increased public curiosity. Men took k])mn':. floq,t sl
themselves of the suppressions, in order to iloal W heriod -
they ought to read. This age was indeed the p
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which Abbé Galiani defined eloquence to be #the art of
saying everything without going to the Bastile” Frérot
was sent there for a dissertation on the Franks ;5 Leprévost
de Beaumont, secretary of the clergy, remained there twenty-
one years, until 1789, for having denounced the *famine
compact  fo the Parliament.

General Misery. — Everything gives evidence of the fright-
ful misery of the people. The peasants of Normandy lived
in great part upon oats, and dressed in skins; in Beauce, the
granary of Paris, the farmers begged during a part of the
year; they were often obliged to make bread of ferns. In a
large number of the provinces the use of meat was unknown.
“For three-fourths of the population of France,” says a
writer about 1760, “the consumption of meat does not
amount to more than a monthly average of a pound per

head.” Vauban estimated that there were in France nof

more than ten thousand families in comfortable ecircum-
stances. The amount of articles of food was two or three
times less then than now.

“One sees,” said La Bruydre, “certain ferocious animals,
male and female, scattered over the country, black, livid,
and burned by the sun, attached to the land which they dig
and work upon with incomprehensible obstinacy. ’l‘he“y‘
have an articulate voice, and when they rise on their feet
they exhibit a human face; and in fact ‘they are men. At
night they retire to their dens, where they live upon black
bread, water, and roots. They spare other men the trouble
of sowing, cultivating, and gathering articles of food.” The
moralist is here a faithful historian,

Insufficiency of Schools, Charities, Hospitals, ete. — The
rich could give their sons an excellent education ; some of
the children of the lower classes succeeded also, thanks to
their characters and to circumstances, in being admitted
among the chosen ones. But the instruction of the poor in
the small schools was insufficient, and the general ignorance
Was a strong contrast to the refined education of the nobil-
16y. Hospitals were not lacking; Christian charity had
multiplied them; but poor-relief was very limited, and
bands of beggars were constantly seen going through the
country districts and frightening the people of the towns.
France had then about eight hundred civil hospitals, whose
inmates numbered one hundred and ten thousand individuals,
but the mortality among them was frightful. TIn the Hotel
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Dien of Paris, the richest hospital in France, those sick of
all kinds of diseases, not excepting contagious ones, were
placed promiscuously in the same rooms, sometimes as
many as five and six in the same bed.

Morals. — Never, since the period of the Roman Empire,
had morality fallenso low; and this corruption was general.
The seandals at the Trianon were répeated at Windsor, at
Potsdam, and at the palace of the Hermitage. The nobility
and a portion of the rich middle class rivalled the court.

To show the entire overthrow of moral ideas a single
instance will suffice. One of the most estimable men of his
time, the Marquis of Argenson, was not afraid to write, “mar-
riage, that monstrous obligation, which will surely go out of
fashion.” He wished that this obligation should become
“Jike a lease-contract which could be entered into in Octo-
ber and given up in January, free unions being much more
favorable to the race.””” Marshal Saxe, the Duke of Riche-
lieu, a thousand others, indeed every one among the higher
classes, held the same opinion, or acted upon if.

Disparity between Ideas and Imstitutions. —The Middle
Age, dead 1n the political world, was still alive in the social
world. Hence an intense discord between the constituent
elements of society. The ideas, the general manners of the
day, were indeed those of the eighteenth century; but the
eustoms and many of the institutions were still those of the
thirteenth. From the moment when this difference was felt
a revolution was near at hand, for new ideas necessarily call
for new institutions.

Vauban, Bois-Guillebert, Fénelon, D'Argenson, Machault,
Choiseul. — These ruinous abuses, these injurious inequali-
ties, this great disorder and poverty, provoked criticism.
Vauban and Bois-Guillebert had demanded reforms from an
economic point of view ; Fénelon, from a political one. Dur-
ing the Regency the liberty and even license of the mind
corresponded to that of morals. A little later a future min-
ister, the Marquis of Argenson, in his Considérations sur le

Gouvernement de la France, written before 1739, demanded
loeal decentralization, municipal and cantonal councils, free-
dom of trade at home and abroad, and the election of the
royal officers by ballot, and boldly declared that « two things
were chiefly to be desired for the good of the State; one,
that all citizens should be equal, the other that each should
be the son of his own works.” This was one of the articles
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of faith of the Revolution, uttered in
minister, Machault, proposed to replacea dghagl ch‘m'llf Iigl?}e]i
i?l?cll:a;;ll?e by_t];le ccgnnlwu people alone, by a la,nd’ta,x 1({3]0
_ privileged classes, nobles and priests, should
subjected. Choiseul also spoke of reforms ; ot .
to him, as well as to Colbert, too numeroy i
ered, as did the States of Pm’]toise ilflnlef‘)}gﬂséliﬁtdfhléesmf ?nsui-
sion of the immunity from taxes granted to the Cfmrg}}) rfe -
1ts immense domains would assist in a remarkable d -
to re-establish the shattered finances of the State s
th?ﬁigﬁ?ﬁlgm ﬁﬁlt:.g;?lllle(loft Ideads.t—-‘]?hei noblest powers of
! : urned towards investigati
fllgipublic welfare. The caprices of society werebl?gl?c?zfggf
o ;ei'lcl!) 0 view In a spirit of ridicule, but for the purpose
= rming society itself. Literature became a weapon
which all, the imprudent as well as the wise, tried to w'lwli
and which, striking without intermission, was the ca . (fJ
terrible and irremediable wounds. A st,ranﬂe eo’nse ul?e .
of this was, that those who had most to sf{ffer frof;la ?3111198'
iﬁ;ﬂf{l;{li'?fnpoélthf‘hbyfmenl of letters were those who alli
! ost. 18 Irivolous, sensual, egoistic soei 3
E{lltlateé%}igt:z;th lL;%ntury carr;led Gl'i, even i:m“i‘id its E:rci)f;esfytl?ft:
deas. ver were the salons so anims
iﬁ ex]qmsxte, conversation so brilliant. Tale?ﬁ;e(i},ilg;’; ﬁfi
] e place of birth, and the nobility chivalrously invited the
re of that burning polemic which the sons of the bourgeoi
directed against them. e
B et Roen —fhees i
— Voltaire i 3
Rousse;m._ The first, whose 1"ea.1 ua,mzelz t‘:f;ml\?:;ﬁ?fg 1::'2131’ 1)(“:ld
at Paris in 1694, the son of a notary. He saw onl gﬁg
lelg'?hﬂfslgb flgaéi (gl the Gﬁ'eat King; and was one of the y;llost
1as ose who took part in acti raing
the religious habits of the last I'Ieign. Atgi Ellzei?{zl?il' &&;ﬁbt
oriel he was sent to the Bastile for a satire upon Louis Xﬂy/'-
g} 1{3}11: he had not written. His tragedy of dipe, full of
rdrlea_. ening verses (1718) ; and his Henriade, an apology for
e 1gious toleration (1723), gave him immediate celebrif;
Chevalier de Rohan-Chabot revenged himself by the hands
of his lackeys for some sarcastic words of Voltaire. Vlol;nire
demande.d reparation. The nobleman, by a second cowmtﬂl
act, obtained from the minister an order to confine i1(1 .ﬁh{
Bastile the impertinent plebeian who dared to call out a
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great lord. Released soon after, but on condition that he
should go to some foreign country, Voltaire went to Eng-
land “to learn to think.” He remained there three years,
and studied Locke, Newton, Shakespeare, with an ardent
devotion to liberty of thought and speech, even more than
to political liberty. His next writings showed what he had
brought thence.

Voltaire attacked the Church with stubborn animosity,
and his most constant efforts were directed against the spir-
itual power which hindered thought, much more than against
the civil power which only hindered action. With a view
to this war, he made alliance with sovereigns and placed
himself under their protection. He was in correspondence
with the great Catherine of Russia; he sojourned at the
‘court of Frederick IT. His country seemed to him to be
wherever he could think freely. He ended by establishing
himself on the frontier of France, at Ferney, near Geneva.
Thence were sent abroad, on every wind, light poems, epis-
tles, tragedies, romances, works of history, science, and
philosophy, which in a few days were known all over
Europe.

In good and in evil, Voltaire represented the society of
his time. The disorder of morals was to him a matter of
indifference. But, growing old with the age, he took up
as it did a more serious method of thought. Social evils
became his personal enemy, and the love of justice his most
ardent passion. He aided and defended the victims of
deplorable judicial errors; he denounced incessantly the
numerous defects of legislation, jurisprudence, and public
administration. He held for fifty years the intellectual
government of Europe, and he has justly merited the hatred
of those who believe that the world ought to remain sta-
tionary, and the admiration of those who regard society as
under an obligation to, work unceasingly for its moral and
material amelioration.

President Montesquien (1689-1755), a calmer and graver
spirit, though he wrote the Lettres Persanes, an apparently
light but really profound and terrible satire (1721), spent
twenty years in composing a single book, L' Esprit des Lois;
but it was an immortal monument which he reared. Mon-
tesquien seeks for and gives the reason for civil and politi-
cal laws; he expounds the nature of governments; and if
he does not condemn any of them, if changes of them dis-

(SAINT-AUBIN.)
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turb him but little, on the whole it is English liberty which
he upholds for the admiration of France,

Roussean, the son of a clockmaker of Geneva (1712-1778),
when well advanced in a life full of faults, miseries, and
mconsistencies, composed his first Discours contre les sciences
6t les arts. 1t was a declaration of war against eivilization ;
his second book on I’ Origine de Vindgalité parms les hommes,
was another against the entire social order. In Limile, he
laid out a chimerical plan of education ; in the Contrat Social,
he asserted the principle of national sovereignty and uni-
versal suffrage, proclaiming great truths and great errvors
with singular eloquence. Roussean gave the frivolous society
of his age a vigorous shock which brought it back to natural
feeling; in his Nouwvelle Héloise he opened its eyes to real
nature and true passion; he ereated the poetry upon which
the nineteenth century has subsisted.

The political influence of these three men can be traced
in the three great epochs of the Revolution; that of Vol-
taire in the universal enthusiasm of 1789, that of Montes-
quieu in the efforts of the constitutionalists of the National
Assembly, that of Rousseau in the thought, if not in the
acts, of the savage dreamers of the Convention.

Near to these great writers stood Buffon, the great natur-
alist; and Diderot and D’Alembert, who founded the Ency-
clopédie, that immense survey of human attainments, set
forth in a manner often threatening to social order, always
hostile to religion. Helvétius, Baron Holbach, Lamettrie,
and the abbé Raynal went still further,

But a separate place is needed for the Chancellor D’Agues-
seau, for the moralist Vauvenargues, for the abbé de Con-
dillac, the powerful analyst; for his brother, the abbé
Mably, the bold publicist; ‘and for the Marquis of Condor-
cet, who, afterwards condemned with the Girondists, com-
posed, while awaiting death, his Esquisse des progrés de
Cesprit humain.

The Economists.—In the seventeenth century a nation
was considered the richer the less she bought and the more
she sold. Quesnay showed that the precious metals are
the sign of wealth, not wealth itself, which he considered
originated in agriculture. Gournay claimed industry as its
source; Adam Smith, who lived a long time in France, labor.

Thus the mind of man attempted to solve the most diffi-
cult problems which relat: to human society. And all of
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by all; and emancipation from labor and free admissibility
to public offices ; the most active solicitude for all popular
interests; in a word, equality in the presence of the law,
and liberty regulated by right.

These demands were so earnest, so general, that the
necessity of acceding to them was plain to all intelligent
minds. Never did a terrible movement have more proplets

, to sound the alarm. At home and abroad the same opinion
was expressed; by Lord Chesterfield on the ‘one hand, and
by Kant on the other. «All the signs T have eyer encoun-
tered in history as forernnners of great revolutions,” said
the former, “at present exist in France, and are every day
Inereasing.” As the century advanced and the shame of
the government inereased, as after Rossbach came the
Parc-aux-Cerfs and the “famine compact,” the voice of
protest, at first merely satirical, became stern and formida.
ble. The reign which had begun with the Leftres Persanes,
ended with the Contrat Socigl.

In the second half of the eighteenth century all the
sovernments of Europe, aroused and excited by French
ideas, recognized the necessity of making many reforms,
Kings and ministers set to work, — Pombal in Portugal ;
Ferdinand VI., Charles 111, and Aranda in Spain; Tanucei
at Naples; the grand duke Leopold in -Tuscany ; Joseph
IL in Austria; Frederick IT. in Prussia: they reformed
the laws, destroyed privileges and abuses, and exacted im.
portant sacrifices from the nobility and clergy, while at the
same time increasing their own power. They dug canals,
multiplied highways, encouraged industry, commerce, and
agriculture ; they ftried to increase the national wealth and
the prosperity of the people, and some of them succeeded

in doing so, though it was for the purpose of increasing
their own revenues. Everywhere justice and toleration
were talked of, and phil

anthropy became a fashion; but all
this did not hinder diplomacy from recurring at need to
the most Machiavellic proceedings. The governments,
indeed, made reforms, but never thought of reforming
themselves, In France, also, during the first part of the
reign of Louis XVI, reforms were attempted, and it was

only after they had proved abortive that the Revolution
broke out.




