REIGN OF NAPOLEON I,

CHAPTER LXIV.

REIGN OF NAPOLEON I. TO THE PEACE OF TILSIT,

(1804-1807 A.D.)

Proclamation of the Empire (May 18, 1804). —The glo-
rious soldier of Arcole and of Rivoli had become the first
general of the Republic, then its First Consul for ten years,
then First Consul for life. He desired that his power
should be made hereditary. France was not disposed to
haggle over one more title with him who had bestowed
upon her such glory and security. The Tribunate moved
that Bonaparte be appointed hereditary emperor. The
Senate proclaimed him under the name of Napoleon L, and
the people ratified, by 3,572,329 votes against 2569, the
establishment of a new dynasty, which, born of the Revolu-
tion, should preserve its principles.

Organic Senatus-Consultum of the Year XIL — A senatus-
consultum modified the consular constitution. Heredity
was established in favor of the descendants of Napoleon,
in the male line, or of his adopted sons. If he had no
descendants, natural or adopted, the erown was to pass to
the descendants of Joseph, and failing this, to those of
Louis, two brothers of the new Emperor. Absolute author-
ity over the imperial family was bestowed upon the Emperor.
His brothers and sisters became princes and princesses.
The new throne was surrounded by a new aristocracy, richly
endowed and bearing imposing titles. Iirst there were the
great dignitaries of the Empire, who were: the grand
elector (Joseph Bonaparte), charged with formal duties;
the arch-chancellor of the Empire (Cambacérds), with a
general supervision of the judiciary; the arch-chancellor
of State for diplomacy; the arch-treasurer (Lebrun); the
constable (Louis Bonaparte) ; and the high admiral.

Below these six great dignitaries were, first, sixteen
marshals of the Empire, of whom fourteen were immedi-
ately appointed: Jourdan, Masséna, Augereau, Brune, Ber-
thier, Lannes, Ney, Murat, Bessidre, Moncey, Mortier, Soult,
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Davout, and Bernadotte. There were besides four honor-
ary marshals, who, being senators, were not to be in active
service: of these, Kellermann was one. The inspectors-
general of artillery, of engineers, and of the navy, the
colonels-general of the cuirassiers, hussars, chasseurs, and
dragoons, close the list of the great military officials. That
of the great civil officers comprised Cardinal Fesch, uncle of
Napoleon, grand almoner; Talleyrand, grand chamberlain ;
Berthier, grand huntsman; Caulaincourt, grand equerry;
Duroe, grand marshal of the palace. A grand master of
ceremonies, the Count of Ségur, was charged with teaching
the new court the customs of the old. The Senate, com-
posed of eighty co-optative members, the six great digni-
taries, the French princes, and citizens appointed by the
Emperor, preserved the prerogatives which the Constitution
of the year X. had bestowed upon it. The Corps Législatif
voted upon the laws without discussing them, -The Tribu-
nate became useless and was suppressed in 1807.

The new constitution was, in its external forms, still
representative: in reality it was absolute: for it is not the
wheel-work which gives force to a machine; it is the power
which the human will expends upon it. Now, in 1804, the
will of France was with Napoleon: she abdicated in favor
of an extraordinary genius, who, until then, had used his
power only to render her service, and who could render still
further service by defending the Revolution against the
resentments of England and the old monarchies of the con-
tinent. But the abdication was too complete. Napoleon,
in the days of his prosperity, found no one to contradict him
in the Senate, in the Corps Législatif, in the aristocracy with
which he surrounded himself: would he find among them
all any to support him in the days of his misfortune ?

The Coronation (December 2, 1804) ; Legion of Honor. —
Napoleon had resolved to astonish France and the world by
an imposing ceremony. e obtained from the Pope what
neither king nor emperor had hitherto done,—that he should
himself come to Paris to erown the new Charlemagne (De-
cember 2, 1804). Pius VII. anointed the Emperor; but
when he was about to take up the crown and place it on
the Emperor’s head, Napoleon seized it and crowned himself,
and afterwards the Empress.

The creating of a new aristocracy was deferred for a time.
But Napoleon had already instituted the Legion of Honor,
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a system of national rewards, for the scholar, the industrial
leader, and the soldier who should deserve well of his
country by his work, his activity, and his courage. On the
14th of July, 1804, the anniversary of the taking of the Bas-
tile, Napoleon distributed the grand decorations of the
order to the principal personages of his Hmpire. On the

16th of August he distributed the cross of the Legion of
' Honor among the soldiers of the camp of Boulogne. This
was a great military festival, such as the world had never
before seen. A hundred thousand men, the heroes of twenty
battles, ranged themselves at the foot of the imperial throne,
which was erected upon a natural elevation which sloped
gradually to the seashore. Thence could be seen the ocean,
the English fleet barring the Channel, and, in the distance,
veiled by the fog, that England upon which all were panting
to descend, and to which a fair wind and six hours of good
fortune would conduct them.

Napoleon King of Italy. —The Ttalian Republie, consti-
tuted upon the model of the French Republic, underwent the
very same vicissitudes. Italy, left to herself, was not able
either to defend herself or to become united. Kach great
city insisting upon having its own independent life, the
result was that there was no common or national life. That
unity which Italy now enjoys was prepared for her under
the friendly and intelligent tutelage of France. Many
Ttalians comprehended this, and when the Empire was
proclaimed at Paris, royalty was also proclaimed at Milan
(March, 1805). Napoleon offered the crown of Italy to his
brother Joseph, who refused it. He then took it himself.
Eugéné Beauharnais, the son of the Empress Josephine, was
sent to Milan as viceroy.

Thus Napoleon was Emperor and king of Italy: as medi-
ator of the Helvetian Confederation, he had the Swiss
already under his influence, and Swiss regiments in his
army. Austerlitz was to make him protector of the Con-
federation of the Rhine. He would then have very nearly
reconstructed the empire of Charlemagne ; a greatness which
brought about his ruin and nearly caused the ruin of France.

The Camp of Boulogne. — The continent kept silence in
the face of the revolution which had just placed two erowns
on the head of a soldier. England alone braved his anger,
behind her Channel ; but Napoleon, having no other enemy,
was able to apply all the immense resources of his genius
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to the project of the invasion of England. Gunboats and
transports had been constructed in every available place,
equipped, armed, and brought to the Straits of Dever.
Twelve or thirteen hundred of them were to be concentrated
at Boulogne and in the neighboring ports; one hundred and
fifty thousand men were stationed in the vicinity. Numer-
ous batteries of the heaviest ordnance protected them. From
the beginning of the winter of 1803 the preparations were
sufficiently advanced, the sailors and soldiers sufficiently
drilled, for Napoleon to be able to fix upon a time for the
descent ; but the conspiracy of Cadoudal interposed a brief
delay.

There were many ways of crossing the Strait, of which
the best was through a combination which should bring into
the Channel, were it only for a few hours, a superior French
fleet. Napoleon, with great secrecy and marvellous skill,
planned such a combination. Admiral Villeneuve, leaving
Toulon with all the forces of that port, was to combine with
his own fleet, as he passed along, the Spanish squadron at
Cladiz, to sail to the Antilles and draw Nelson thither; then
suddenly turning towards Europe, and, combining with his
own the squadron of Ferrol and that of Brest, to enter the
Channel with a fleet of fifty vessels, which would remain
master of the Strait long enough to enable the flotilla to
cross with one hundred and fifty thousand soldiers, and
change the destinies of the world.

At first all succeeded as had been hoped ; Nelson was de-
ceived. Villeneuve returned to Europe; but he allowed
himself to be stopped off Cape Finistére by a battle with an
English admiral, and then returned to repair his damages at
Cadiz, where he was soon blockaded. At the moment of

| the failure of this magnificent plan Napoleon learned that

English gold had formed a new coalition. Raging with dis-

?ppointmeut, he commenced the immortal campaign of
805.

Campaign of 1805; Capitulation of Ulm.— Four attacks
upon the Empire had been prepared : the Swedes and Rus-
sians were to advance by way of Hanover; the Russians
and Austrians by the valley of the Danube; the Aunstrians
alone through Lombardy ; the Russians, the English, and
the Neapolitans through Southern Italy. Of these four
armies, Napoleon neglected two; he neutralized a third by
charging Masséna to stop the Archduke Charles on the
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Adige, and reserved all his blows for the fourth, an army
of eighty thousand men, whom General Mack was conduct-
ing through Bavaria and Swabia, towards the defiles of the
Black Forest-and the banks of the Rhine, through which he
expected that the French would pass. But Napoleon turned
the Black Forest, and, repeating the marvel of Marengo, fell
upon Mack’s rear, cut him off from Vienna, surrounded him
and besieged him in Ulm. The great army had entered
Germany on September 25; on the 19th of October the
Austrians capitulated. In three weeks an army of eighty
thousand men had disappeared. Fifty thousand had been
taken or killed; two hundred cannons, eighty flags, cap-
tured. And these magnificent results had been achieved
simply by combinations inspired by genius, and almost
without loss.

_Trafalgar (October 21). — At this point the news of
a great maritime defeat arrived to dismay the Emperor.
Admiral Villeneuve, fighting against Nelson, lost the bloody
battle of Trafalgar, which cost the combined fleet of France
and Spain eighteen ships and seven thousand men. The
English lost three thousand killed, of whom Nelson alone
was more to be regretted than a whole army. This defeat
was the irrevocable condemnation of the imperial navy, and
Napoleon, despairing of fighting hand to hand with England,
resolved more firmly to ruin his inaccessible enemy by clos-
ing the continent against him.

Battle of Austerlitz (December 2, 1805). — Meantime
Napoleon hastened his march upon Vienna, now exposed.
He entered it on November 13, and found himself still
between two armies; that of the Tyrol and Italy, driven
back by Ney and Masséna, and the great Russian and Aus-
trian army, with the two emperors, which occupied Moravia.
He hastened to meet the latter, crossed the Danube with
sixty-five thousand men, and found ninety thousand Rus-
sians and Austrians drawn up on the heights of Austerlitz.
Their eommanders had conceived a magnificent plan, —to
turn the right wing of the French, to cut them off from
Vienna and their reserves, and afterwards crush them. But
Napoleon, penetrating their designs, allured them into an
attack on his right wing, and then, when they were thus fully
engaged at one side, and, masters of the villages, believed
that they had decided the fate of the day, threw twenty-
five thousand men forward, upon a platean in the centre,
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which was the key of the whole position, destroying the
Russian imperial guard which was defending it, cut the
enemy’s army in two, and turning upon the three divisions
sent to turn the French right, cut them to pieces with grape-
shot, drove them upon the ice of the ponds which sur-
rounded the plain, and broke the ice with cannon-balls
ander the feet of thousands of Russians, who were thus
swallowed up and perished. Lannes, at the same time, on
the left, had completely repulsed the enemy’s cavalry and
thrown it into confusion. The enemy lost fifteen thousand
killed, ten thousand prisoners, two hundred and eighty can-
nons. The two emperors fled; the emperor of Austria
asked an interview with Napoleon at the outposts; an
armistice was agreed upon. Prussia, which had been on the
point of aiding the emperors, now, alarmed, hastened to
deny her intentions and treated with Napoleon. In order
to estrange her permanently from England, he offered her
Hanover, in exchange for Cleves, Wesel, and Neuchdtel.

Treaty of Pressburg; Confederation of the Rhine.— Aus-
tria concluded peace, December 26, at Pressburg. She
gave up the Venetian States, Istria, and Dalmatia, which
Napoleon united to the kingdom of Italy, the Tyrol and
Austrian Swabia, which he gave to the dukes of Bavaria
and Wiirttemberg, who took the title of King; Austria lost
4,000,000 subjects out of 24,000,000, all control over Italy,
and all influence over Switzerland. The treaty of Press-
burg gave France the most magnificent position. Prussia
had withdrawn from the Rhine; Austria had been driven
out of Italy. The old German Empire, created by Charle-
magne, was dissolved after ten centuries of existence.
Francis II. abdicated the title of Emperor of Germany, and
took that of Emperor of Austria. Many of the little Ger-
man states were suppressed. The most powerful princes
of Western and Central Germany united, under the pro-
tection of France, in a new federal state called the Confed-
eration of the Rhine. It was a benefit to Germany and to
Europe to establish, between three great military states,
this Confederation which prevented their frontiers from
touching.

The Vassals of Napoleon; New Nobility. —But already
Napoleon had thoughts of still wider aggrandizement. He
drove the Bourbons from Naples, and completed the system
of the Empire by surrounding it with vassal monarchies and
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feudal principalities. Joseph Bonaparte was made king of
Naples and Sicily ; Louis, king of Holland; Eliza, sister of
Napoleon, became Duchess of Lucea; the beautiful Pauline
Borghese, another of his sisters, was made Duchess of Guas-
talla; Murat, the husband of Caroline Bonaparte, Grand-
duke of Berg; Berthier, Prince of Neuchatel ; Talleyrand,
of Benevento; Bernadotte, the brother-in-law of Joseph, of
Ponte-Corvo. He reserved for himself in the various Italian
states nineteen duchies, and distributed them among his
companions in arms and his most devoted followers. In
these duchies, all constituted outside of France so as not
to wound the national feeling of equality, a portion of the
public revenue was bestowed upon the titular duke, but
without any political power. Finally, in order to have
rewards for all ranks, he retained large portions of the
national property in the different states of Italy, and later
in Poland, Hanover, and Westphalia. He thus had means
with which to distribute rich donations among his generals,
ministers, and soldiers. Every general or colonel had some-
thing to look forward to. A new nobility, of an entirely
plebeian origin, but which had found its patents of nobility
on the field of battle, was formed around the crowned sol-
dier. This was a deviation from the principle of equality;
but Napoleon granted to this new nobility no privilege, no
advantage over other citizens save its titles and its honors.

Prussian Campaign (1806). —The battle of - Austerlitz
had killed William Pitt, and Fox had succeeded him as
minister. Napoleon, on learning of this, hoped to bring
England to terms of peace. Unhappily, Fox died, and the
power again fell into the hands of the partisans of uncom-
promising war. Meanwhile rumors of a restitution to Eng-
land of Hanover, which Napoleon had recently promised to
Prussia, threw the court of Berlin into a state of anxiety
which led to the most senseless resolutions. Napoleon
really desired the alliance of Prussia, bub the Prussian
court inspired him with neither esteem nor confidence.
The Emperor had thoroughly penetrated 1ts hostile designs
at the time of Austerlitz. Later, Prussia, thinking that
peace with England would be made only at her expense,
rushed heedlessly into the most extreme peril. At Berlin
the Austrian army was spoken of only with scorn; 1t was
said that the Prussian army was still made up of the soldiers
of Rossbach, and that the victories which Napoleon had won
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over incapable generals would come to an end when he had
to confront the old Duke of Brunswick, the pupil of the
great Frederick. The beautiful and romantic Queen Louise
fostered the delusion. A new coalition was formed. Prussia
promised two armies which were a three-month’s march
distant, England promised supplies, Sweden her feeble sup-
port. Napoleon set out from Paris on September 26. The
grand army, one hundred and thirty thousand incomparable
soldiers, was still cantoned in Germany. In a few days
he concentrated it at Bamberg, and on the 8th of October
it was in motion. Two Prussian armies had crossed the
Flbe and were manceuvring behind the Thuringian forest.
Napoleon again repeated the manceuvre of Marengo and
Ulm ; he turned their left flank and placed himself between
their armies and the Elbe, which was their line of retreat.

Jena and Auerstddt (October 14, 1806). — Already the
greatest confusion reigned in the Prussian army. The
remembrance of the capitulation of Ulm excited much anx-
iety. The old Duke of Brunswick was dismayed at the
idea of ending his military career as Mack had done.
When Napoleon threatened to cross the Saale, the duke
resolved to retreat toward Magdeburg and the lower Elbe,
but it was too late; none ever escaped, who came so near
Napoleon. Prince Hohenlohe, surprised at Jena, lost in a
few hours twelve thousand killed and wounded, fifteen thou-
sand prisoners, and twelve hundred pieces of cannon. °

‘While Napoleon was gaining this overwhelming victory,
a memorable battle was fought, four miles off, at Auerstidt,
by Marshal Davout. With twenty-six thousand men, Davout
was guarding the Saale, under orders to hold this post to
the last extremity, when the Duke of Brunswick arrived
with sizty thousand Prussians, to eross. Davout refused to
retreat. Fifteen thousand Prussian cavalry, reputed to
be the best in Europe, twenty times charged the Fremch
squares, but not one was broken: then the squares, in their
turn deploying in columns of attack, broke through the
enemy’s infantry, threw them into disorder, and forced
them to retreat. The Duke of Brunswick was mortally
wounded ; ten thousand men were killed and wounded; one
hundred and fifteen pieces of cannon were left in the hands
of Davout, who had himself only forty-four pieces.

The two Prussian armies fled in terrible disorder. The
French corps, particularly Murat’s cavalry, dashed forward
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in pursuit, crossed the Elbe, and hastened to the Oder, in
order to arrive there before the Prussians. "Prmce E_I_ohen-
Johe was forced to surrender at Prenzlau, Blicher at Liibeck.
Of the one hundred and sixty thousand men who went into
the campaign, twenty-five thousand were either killed or
wounded, one hundred thousand taken prisoners, and thirty-
&ve thousand scattered; not a man of them recrossed the
Oder, All the fortresses on the Elbe and the ()deTr were
occupied by the French. In a month (October 8-Novem-
ber 8) the Prussian 1n0nla.1ic;hyl‘ha.d ceased to exist. Napo-
ered Potsdam and Berlin. :

16%111:]11éontinental Blockade (1806). — Austerlitz had pub
Napoleon in possession of the whole of Italy and the A_drl-
atic; that is, of half of the European coast of the Mediter-
ranean ; alliance with Spain and Turkey gave him the rest.
Jena assured him of the coasts of the North Sea and a part
of those of the Baltic; by advancing one step more he could
close the whole continent against English commerce, and
thus reduce to terms the inaccessible insular power. He
resolved to march from the Oder to the Vistula, and occupy
the mouths of all the great European rivers. And as Eng-
land had proclaimed the blockade of all the coast fromi
Brest to Hamburg, interdicting the approach of nc’;utr_a.
ships, he issued, on the 21st of November, the f:m}ous Berlin
Decree, which declared the British Isles themselves in a
state of blockade. Consequently all commerce with the
isles was interdicted, and English merchandise, wherever
found, was confiscated. In this battle of the giants the in-
terests of the smaller states disappeared, and the law of
nations was trodden under foot by both parties. But in
order that this system should succeed, it Was necessary
that not one port of the continent should remain open.
After having closed those of Prussia it was ’necessm-y to
close those of Russia also; that 1s, fo make one’s §elf master
everywhere. The continental blockade was a gigantic en-
gine of warfare which would surely bring death to one of
The two adversaries: it in fact killed Napoleon.

Eylau (February 3, 1807). —On the 28th of November
Murat entered Warsaw ; Napoleon arrived there in Decpm-
ber, but did not, as he had had some intention of (1011‘1g,
re-ostablish the kingdom of Pcland. Ah-ead}],_r one hundu?d
and twenty thousand Russians were on the Narew, an east-
ern branch of the Vistula. Napoleon attacked them in a
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series of engagements, which cost them twenty thousand
men and eighty pieces of cannon. But from the nature of
the country he could not follow up his advantages. He
was obliged to halt and go into winter quarters, admirably
arranged in front of the Vistula. The Russian generalis-
simo, Bennigsen, deceived by the Emperor’s arrangements,
attempted to surprise the French cantonments. But Ney
arrested his advance, and, as he retreated, followed him and
obliged him to halt at Eylan and fight a great battle: The °
Russians had seventy-two thousand men engaged, the Em-
peror had only fifty-four thousand, worn out by fatigue and
suffering from hunger. It was the 8th of February; a thick
snow covered the ground, gusts of wind and whirls of snow
drove into the faces of the soldiers. The battle began with
a terrible cannonade. Then Augereau’s corps attacked the
enemy’s centre. But the Russians unmasked a battery of
seventy-two pieces which in a few moments cut down four
thousand Frenchmen. This corps fell back upon Eylau;
the enemy followed, but was finally driven back by Murat’s
cavalry and the imperial guard, after a desperate struggle.
Meanwhile Davout and Ney were coming up on the wings ;
Bennigsen, reduced to forty thousand men, determined to
retreat. He had lost thirty thousand men, killed, severely
wounded, or captured; the French, ten thousand. This
frightful butchery was not such a vietory as Napoleon was
in the habit of gaining; it was considered almost a defeat.
Friedland (June 14, 1807). —The grand army then re-
turned to its cantonments. Danzig was forced to capitulate
in May, and Silesia was conquered. The summer campaign
was short and decisive. The army left its cantonments on
the 1st of June. On the 5th, the Russian generalissimo
attacked the extreme right under Ney, but was out-gen-
eralled by Napoleon, driven backward and overtaken at
Friedland on the road to Kénigsberg, which he was trying
to cover. Lannes, with twenty-six thousand men against
eighty-two thousand, held him in check until the Emperor
arrived with the rest of the army. It was the anniversary
of Marengo. The Emperor, appearing to give battle all
along the line, but in reality only fighting on the right,
threw Ney upon Friedland, which he captured after a bril-
liant engagement. Then the centre and left wing engaged,
foreced the Russians to fall back upon the river Alle, and
drove them into it. Eighty cannons were left in the hands
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of the French, twenty-five thousand Russians were killed,
wounded, or drowned ; the rest fled in the greatest disorder.
Konigsberg, the last city left to the king of Prussia, sur-
rendered; immense quantities of provisions were found
there, and one hundred thousand muskets sent by England.
Peace of Tilsit (July 8, 1807). — Disgusted with a war
in which Austria, Prussia, and Russia lost their provinces,
their arms, and their honor, while England alone gained,
the emperor Alexander consented to hold an interview with
Napoleon upon a raft anchored in the Niemen at Tilsit.
After long and intimate conferences between the two sover-
eigns, the treaty of Tilsit was signed on July 8, 1807.
The Emperor restored to the king of Prussia, Pomerania,
Brandenburg, old Prussia, and Silesia, with the exception
of Danzig, which was declared a free city, and Magdeburg,
which was left in the hands of the French. Of Hesse-Cassel
and the Prussian possessions west of the Tlbe, he formed
the kingdom of Westphalia for his brother Jerome; of the
Polish provinces of Prussia, he formed the grand-duchy of
Warsaw, which he gave to the king of Saxony. The two
new states entered into the Confederation of the Rhine.
These were only half-way measures. Prussia was either
o0 much weakened, or not sufficiently so. She could no
longer be a useful ally for France. She remained at heart
an implacable enemy. Saxony, united to the grand-duchy
of Warsaw, would not form a state capable of maintaining
its existence. The new kingdom of Westphalia was bet-
ter planned, but would have little importance. Ruins can
never be used as props, and from the Rhine to the Niemen
Napoleon strewed only the ruins of states. The statesman
was not the equal of the general. The intoxication of suc-
cess was beginning to dazzle this strong mind. Austria and
Prussia had refused him their alliance, and he had overcome
them ; he tried to gain the alliance of Russia, by offering to
divide the world with Alexander. He abandoned Finland
to him, and suggested a hope of his being permitted to ac-
gire the Danubian provinces of Turkey. In return he
obtained the Bocche di Cattaro and the Tonian TIsles; he
received the promise of a rigorous application of the conti-
nental blockade on the part of Prussia and Russia, and
carte blanche for all changes that he might choose to make
in the West. Thus the year 1807 marked the apogee of
the greatness of Napoleon.
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The Code Civil; the University.— On his return from
Marengo, the First Consul had charged a commission of
four jurisconsults to prepare a draft of a code, for which
the preceding assemblies had prepared the material This
great work was finished in four months. After revision by
a}l the judicial courts, by the section of legislation in the
{1011110}1 of State, and by the Tribunate, it came back to the
Council, where, under the presidency of the First Consul, it
was subjected to rigid scrutiny. He animated all by his
enthusiasm; he astonished the old jurisconsults by the pro-
fundity of his views, and especially by his perfect g}oorl
sense, which for making good laws is worth more than all
the science of the legists. Thus was elaborated that codifi-
cation of the law of the family and of property which the
Corps Législatif adopted in its session of 1804, and which
deservedly received, three years later, the name of Code
Napoléon. This Code was completed suceessivély by the
adoption, in 1806, of the Code of Civil Procedure ; 1iu 1807
of the Code of Commerce; in 1810, of the Code of Criminal
Procedure and of the Penal Code.

Napoleon also endeavored to introduce-order and State
control into education. He created twenty-nine lycées, in
which the instruction should be at once literary st:ienti’ﬁc
and moral. Sixty-four hundred scholarships, repré senﬁng an
:u_mual expencli_ture of 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 fr., were pro-
vided. The private schools were compelled besides to send
their pupils to the lectures at these lycées. Thus the State
resumed the direction of secondary instruction. For primary
instruction, unfortunately, little was done. For higher and
special instruction, Napoleon created ten schools of law and
six of medicine. The Ecole Polytechnique was already in
existence; the First Consul added the Ecole des Ponts et
Chaussées for the education of engineers, and that of Fon-
taineblean for the training of officers. In 1804 he organized
the University of France. =

Public Works. — At the same time a strict and skilful
management of the public finances enabled him to under-
take immense public works in all parts of the country
Water was supplied to quarters of Paris where there had
been none. The canal from Nantes to Brest and that from
the Rhine to the Rhone were dug. At Cherbourg he threw
a mountain in the sea, in order to have a spacious and safe
harbor in the Channel. At Antwerp, he constructed quays,
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an arsenal, and basins which could hold a whole fleet of war.
He cut roads through La Vendée, which opened it to com-
merce and modern ideas. The fine roads of the Simplon,
Mont Cenis, and Mt. Gendvre, and that from Metz to Mainz
were finished. Imposing and useful monuments decorated
the great cities: at Paris, the Madeleine, the colossal Are
de I'Etoile, the graceful Arc de Triomphe in the Carrousel,
the column of the Place Vendome; and other constructions
at Liyons, Bordeaux, and Milan. He finished the Pantheon,
or Sainte-Genevidve, the palace of the Corps Législatif,
and the Louvre; he repaired St. Denis, projected the Bourse,
constructed the abattoirs, the granary, etc.

Industry and Commerce. — Industry received the most
active encouragements: he promised magnificent rewards to
inventors; he offered a million to him who would invent a
machine for spinning flax. He promised another to the
scientist who should make it possible to substitute beet
roots for cane in the manufacture of sugar; he pensioned
Jacquart, the inventor of the Jacquart loom for silk weav-
ing; he with his own hand decorated Richard Lenoir for
his cotton-spinning machines; he established a school of
arts and trades at Compiégne. There had only been 310 ex-
hibitors at the exposition of 1798; there were 1422 in 1806.
Commerce by sea was reduced to nothing; but the inland
trade of France was immense. The unrivalled silk manu-
factures of France, and other manufactures, now that HEng-
lish competition was restricted, found markets over the
whole continent.

Letters and Arts.— The glory of letters was not wanting
during this reign; but the principal writers were in the op-
position : Chateaubriand, Madame de Sta€l, Cabanis, Maine
de Biran, Chénier, Ducis, Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, and
de Maistre.

The arts were in a state of brilliant development. David,
in order to rescue them from the enervating insipidity of
the eighteenth century, had led the French school back
to the fruitful study of antiquity. If his pupils, by exag-
gerating the defects of their master, painted as though they
were sculpturing, and gave their figures and their draperies
the stiffness of military costumes, a few of them, Gros at
their head, began a reaction against that cold and academic
style, by adding the study of nature to that of rules. The
sciences, with Laplace, Lagrange, Monge, Haiiy, Cuvier,
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Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, and Gay-Lussac, made a marvellous
advance. Napoleon, who retained upon the throne the
title of member of the Institute, treated the savants better
than Louis XIV. treated the poets. He was on terms of
real friendship with some of them.




