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SUMMARY OF EVENTS FROM 1815 To 1870.
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THE RESTORATION.

Royalist Reaction. — The Royalists revenged t]le%sg}g‘es
eruelly for their second exile. Marshal Ney, Laibe -O}vl?é
and four other generals were put to death; tzt mEs 1\\ e1d
condemned to death by default ; three were ussa.smnla etlz_:la.lnd
a bloody reaction in the South caused men t?’ 118-1:' 1e
who were suspected of regretting the unll)e{la. ]{&t:],il ;e.
Religious hatred was added to political hatred, :lljm 11 31 gr
Protestants perished. Finally, a l;}w in De(}fgnher, o
instituted for three years provosts courts, W ich Isc{lou ]f .
tained an evil celebrity. Thus the restored monarc \}{Th a:U
its massacres and its Terror, commonly called the ite
lt'lfll?g- Chamber of Deputies undertook to SUppress t%:e
Charter and to undo the social work of the Rev 0111_t10111 My
restoring to the clergy and the aristoeracy the 11‘3011’13195{1\& : Ie
which they had played under the old régime. ‘ 011;113 Zvi
was obliged to dismiss these too devoted sm_y}an Sb(l- 10) (i -
ber, 1816), and a new and more moderate (J}.am er %ai 2
the era of representative government in l*murfle. 1}11_
Chamber adopted an electoral law which fixed the %13 ifi-
cation of the electors at three hmuh-reﬂ francs, that OD klObfé
eligible at one thousand francs. lhm‘\ks to th.e 1u et l?e
Richelien and the generosity of the Crzar Alo::{fx.m er, bo
oceupation of the French te_m‘ltm‘y by the fc}'1‘£:u?:§1;.lgﬁgn 5
ceased two years before the time fixed b):‘ 1the ‘Ll(..ﬂ--_]eb: el

Assassination of the Duke of Berry. — The progr esls’.o. e

Liberals was slow but continuous, :mt} they Wero h(’-ﬁmm];;

to acquire a preponderance In the Chamber, as Wekl as
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the country. The assassination of the Duke of Berry, the
king’s nephew, inclined the balance again to the side of the
Royalists. On the 13th of February, 1820, the duke was at
the opera; as he was escorting the duchess to her carriage,
a miscreant named Louvel stabbed him. The Liberal cause
was held responsible for this crime, and a reactionary min-
istry was formed which started the government on the fatal
path which led it to its fall in 1830.

Alliance of the Altar and the Throne. — Individual liberty
was suspended, the censorship of journals re-established,
and the political powers of the great landed proprietors in-
creased. The birth of the Duke of Bordeaux, a posthumous
son of the Duke of Berry (September, 1820), the death of
Napoleon (May, 1821), increased the joy and hopes of the
ultra-Royalists, who brought M. de Villele into the ministry.
Then the restoration of its ancient prerogatives to royalty,
and especially to the Church, was spoken of openly. The
Jesunits returned to France; they at once attacked their
most formidable adversary, the University, by causing the
lectures of Cousin and Guizot to be stopped (1822).

The Liberals protested, as oppressed parties always do,
by conspiracies. To the Congregation formed by the ultra-
Royalists, which numbered fifty thousand members, they
opposed the society of the Carbonari, which was recruited
prineipally from the schoois, the bar, and the army. Car-
bonarism spread its roots all through France, into Germany,
Italy, and Spain, and undertook several armed insurrections.

Expedition into Spain. — The conquerors of 1814 and
1815, Austria, Russia, and Prussia, bad formed a Holy
Alliance in order to stifle the liberal ideas which the Revo-
Tution had sown abroad in the world, and which were fer-
menting everywhere., They were viclently suppressed in

Germany, in Naples, and in Piedmont, and theiErenehems

government received from the Congress of Verona (1S2Z)
a commission to take the field against them in Spain. The
army which entered Spain in April, 1823, had little occasion
to ficht and met with no serious resistance except at Cadiz,
which it successfully besieged. This expedition, guite with-
out glory, was also without profit. Re-established in his
absolute power, the king of Spain would not listen to the coun-
sels of moderation. The Liberals of France held their govern-
ment responsible for the acts of violence committed by Ferdi-
nand VIL, and had the majority in the country on their side.
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Charles X.; Villsle. — The death of Louis XVIIL, a pru-
dent and moderate king, seemed to assure the triumph of
the ultra-Royalists by causing the power to pass into the
hands of the Count of Artois (September, 1824). In 1789
this prince had given the signal for emigration: he had
learned nothing, forgotten nothing, and would not listen to
his brother’s advice. He believed himself called to restore
the ancient monarchy, regardless of the Charter. In the
earliest days of his reign he demanded of the Chamber,
through M. de Villdle, an indemnity of 1,000,000,000 fr. for
the émigrés, the re-establishment of nunneries, and of the
right of primogeniture, and alaw of extreme severity against
sacrilege. The deputies granted all. In May, 1825, the
new king had himself crowned after the ancient ceremonial.

Meantime the Liberal party was gaining in the country
every day. In letters and in the arts a great movement
was noticed in favor of liberty. In the Parliament men of
talent or authority, Chateaubriand, Royer-Collard, De Brog-
lie, etc., served the cause of publie liberty; the leading
journals, which were then establishing a new power in the
State, that of the press, defended that cause openly ; teachers
popularized it in the higher educational institutions. The
great cities were in the opposition ; Paris was wholly devoted
to it. At a royal review of the national guard in April,
1827, the cry, “Down with the ministers,” resounded through
the ranks. The same evening the national guard was dis-
banded, which caused the complete withdrawal of the sup-
port of the bourgeoisie from the court. The general elections
sent to the Chambers a Liberal majority before which the
Villele ministry fell (December, 1827).

All parties manifested their sympathy for the Greeks,
who were trying by force of heroism to recover their inde-
pendence. They seemed likely fo succumb in their unequal
struggle with the Turks, when England, France, and Russia
united to save them. The three allied fleets annihilated the
Turkish navy at Navarino (September, 1827). France also
sent into the Morea troops, who recaptured, in® short
time, all the cities oceupied by the Ottomans: Greece was
delivered.

Ministries of Martignac and Polignac. — In January, 1828,
a new cabinet was formed under M. de Martignac. S His
intentions were honest and liberal, and his acts generally
approved. He abolished the eensorship of journals, sought
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to prevent electoral frauds, and gradually reconciled France
with the Bourbons. Unfortunately Charles X. supported
his ministry without liking it, and in August, 1829, profiting
by a slight check imprudently inflicted by the Chambers
upon his ministers, he replaced them by M. de Polignae, M.
de Labourdonnaie, and M. de Bouwrmont. The choice of
these men was a declaration of war on the part of royalty
against the country; a crisis became inevitable. The depu-
ties declared in their reply to the king’s speech, that the
ministry had not their confidence. The Chamber was dis-
solved, but the two hundred and twenty-one signers of the
address were all re-elected, and royalty, defeated in the
elections, determined to make a revolution itself. It was
encouraged to do so by a military success, the expedition to
Algiers, undertaken to avenge an affront to the French con-
sul. Thirty-seven thousand men landed in June, 1830, upon
the African coast, defeated the Algerians, and obtained
possession of the city.

Revolution of 1830. —On the 26th of the same month
appeared a series of ordinances which suppressed the liberty
of the press, annulled the last elections, and created a new
electoral system. It was a coup d’état against the public
liberties and the Charter, and Paris responded to this vio-
lation of the constitution by the three days’ outbreak of
July 27, 28; and 29, 1830. In spite of the bravery of the
royal guard and the Swiss, Charles X. was conquered. He
abdicated in favor of his grandson, the Duke of Bordeaux,
and went again into exile. Six thousand vietims had fallen
either killed or wounded. On the 9th of August the Cham-
ber of Deputies raised to the throne the head of the younger
branch of the house of Bourbon, the Duke of Orleans, who
took the name of Louis Philippe L, and the title of King of
the French.

IL.

THE JULY MONARCHY.

(1830-1848 A.D.)

King Louis Philippe. — The private virtues of the Duke of
Orleans, his handsome family, his former connections with
the head of the Liberal party, his bourgeois habits, the popu-
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lar education given to his sons in the public schools, all
enconraged the hopes of the people. The duke was pro-
claimed king on the 9th of August, after haying sworn to
observe the revised charter. The changes made in the con-
stitutional compact were not extensive: the abolition of
heredity in the peerage and of the censorship of the journals;
the establishment of the qualification for eligibility at five
hundred franes, and the electoral qualification at two hun-
dred francs ; and the suppression of the article which recog-
nized the Catholic religion as the religion of the State. But
in 1814 Louis XVIIL had appeared to grant a charter as an
act of grace; in 1830 Louis Philippe accepted one which
was imposed upon him by the deputies. This fact consti-
tuted the whole revolution. General La Fayette was ap-
pointed commander of the national gnard of France, and
M. Laffitte was called to the ministry.

On the news of the revolution at Paris, revolutionary
movements broke out elsewhere, throughout Eurepe. In
Switzerland, the aristocratic governments fell ; in Germany,
liberal innovations were introduced. TItaly was agitated;
Spain prepared for a revolution; Belgium separated from
Holland ; England even, agitated and in commotion, forced
the Tories to grant the Reform Bill.

‘But should France make herself the champion of Euro-
pean insurrections, at the risk of stirring up a general war ?
The new king thought not. Belgium offered to join France ;
the offer was repulsed, in order not to excite the jealousy of
England. The Spanish refugees wished to attempt a revolu-
tion in their country; they were stopped upon the frontier,
in order not to violate international law. Poland received
no substantial aid. Ttaly, bound by Austria, was laboring
to break her fetters; M. Laffitte desired to aid her in the
struggle. The king refused to sanction his course, and
called Casimir Périer to the presidency of the council.

Ministry of Casimir Périer (1831-1832). — Casimir Périer
declared that he would maintain order within the country,
and that he would not involve France in a general war, but
would make for universal peace any sacrifice compatible with
the honor of the country. Reparation was exacted from
Dom Miguel, in Portugal, for outrages on French subjects.
The Dutch were forced to give up their attempts to reconquer
Belgium. By the occupation of Ancona the Austrians were
obliged to abandon their intervention in the Papal States.

LOUIS PHILIPPE.

(Baron Gérard.)
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In the interior, the president of the council pursued, with
the same energy, the line of conduct which he had traced
out for himself. A revolt of the legitimists in the west,
Insurrections of the workmen at Lyons and Grenoble, and
plots in Paris were suppressed. Such was the ministry of
Casimir Périer; an energetic struggle for the cause of order,
in which his strong will never suceumbed to any obstacle.

Ministry of Broglie, Guizot, and Thiers. — Socialistic agita-
tion prevailed. In June the Republicans of Paris threw up
barricades, but they were overcome by the national guard.
In July, the death of the son of Napoleon, the Duke of
Reichstadt, relieved the Orleans dynasty of a formidable
competitor. Another pretender also lost his cause. The
Duchess of Berry had appeared in the west, attempting to
stir up a civil war, in the name of her son, Henry V. But
there were no longer either Vendeans or Chouans. The new
ideas had penetrated there as well as elsewhere. A few
gentlemen, some irreconcilables, a few peasants, responded
to the appeal. The country was promptly pacified, and the
duchess, after having wandered about a long time, was cap-
tured and imprisoned ; and alittle later, permanently discred-
ited by the necessity of avowing a secret marriage.

Foreign Affairs; the Quadruple Alliance.— In 1832 the
citadel of Antwerp was taken by French forces, and the
permanent occupation of Algeria assured. In the RBast,
French diplomacy intervened between the Sultan and his
victorious vassal, the Pasha of Egypt, and strengthened the
latter as guardian, for France and BEurope, of the two greaf
commercial routes of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Persia.
In Portugal, Dom Miguel, an absolutist prince, had been
driven from the throne in favor of Donha Maria da Gloria,
" who gave her people a constitutional charter. In Spain,
Ferdinand VIL., dying, excluded from the erown his brother
Don Carlos, who sustained the reactionary party. The
treaty of the Quadruple Alliance, signed in April, 1834,
between the courts of Paris, London, Lisbon, and Madrid,
promised the new Spanish and Portuguese governments the
efficient aid of the two great constitutional countries against
the ill will of the northern courts.

Internal Affairs. — The Chambers adopted a law which
finally organized primary instruction (1833). On important
questions the majority went with the ministry. An attempt
upon the life of the king gave royalty an opportunity to

-
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profit by the horror which such erimes always inspire. The
insurrections of April, 1834, at Lyons and Paris, and the
trial of one hundred and sixty-four Republicans before
the Court of Peers, brought about the immediate ruin of
this party as a militant faction. The violent members of
the party again had recourse to assassination. At a review
in July, 1835, one Fieschi directed against the king an
infernal machine, which struck dead at the king’s side
Marshal Mortier and several others; in all, cighteen were
killed and wounded, among whom were five generals. The
ministry profited by the universal indignation, to present
more stringent laws upon eriminal procedure and the press.

External Policy. —The cause of order had been energeti-
cally sustained in the interior; now that it was triumphant,
M. Thiers, who in February, 1836, had become president of
the Council of Ministers, desired to assume abroad the réle of
Casimir Périer. He proposed to intervene in Spain for the
repression of the Carlists, and to inangurate a more vigorous
prosecution of war in Algeria. He ordered Marshal Clamusel
to attack Constantine, the strongest fortress in all Afriea.
Thus the government having suppressed internal troubles,
would provide abroad an outlet for the activity of France.
He wished to add to order a little glory. The king willingly
agreed to the expedition against Constantine, but he refused
his consent to the intervention in Spain. M. Thiers left the
ministry, in which he was sncceeded by M. Molé (Septem-
ber, 1836), as president of the Council.

At first the ministry of M. Molé was unfortunate. Mar-
shal Clausel, left without sufficient means, failed in the
expedition against Constantine. Prince Louis Napoleon
Bonaparte, nephew of Napoleon, attempted to excite to
revolt the garrison of Strassburg (October, 1836). He was
arrested and sent out of the kingdom ; his accomplices were
arraigned before the jury, but acquitted. But these failures
were compensated for in the following years by some sue-
cesses. 'The province of Oran was pacified; the army
finally planted its banner upon the walls of Constantine
(1837) ; in order to terminate long-standing quarrels with
Mexico, an expedition was sent out which took possession
of San Juan d’Ulloa, the capture of which gave the French
the control of Vera Cruz and the prineipal custom-house of
the country. Mexico paid a war indemnity. In all these
affairs the king’s sons distinguished themselves. Finally,
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the birth of a son to the Duke of Orleans (1838) seemed to
consolidate the power of the dynasty. The old king gave
the child the title of Count of Paris.

Parliamentary Coalition. — Meantime in the Parliament
a severe attack upon the ministry was being inaugurated.
The recall of the French troops from Ancona, the cession of
certain Belgian districts to the king of Holland, the refusal
of the Powers to leave the provinee of Luxemburg in hands
friendly to France, excited displeasure. With more care
for the national honor, it was said, with more confidence in
the strength of the country, these useless concessions to the
system of peace at any price might have been avoided.
But the real pretext for these attacks was the alleged
insufficiency of the ministry. M. Guizot, the leader of the
doectrinaires, a small party, but one full of talent and ambi-
tion, M. Thiers, the leader of a group of the left centre, and
M. Odilon Barrot, formed a coalition against it.

The ministry wished to retire (January, 1839). The
king refused to accept their resignations and appealed to
the country, proclaiming the dissolution of the Chamber.
The ministry was defeated and overthrown. Rivalries
broke out in the coalition over the formation of a new min-
istry. After a prolonged ministerial crisis, accompanied by
an outbreak in Paris, a cabinet was constituted under the
presidency of Marshal Soult. None of the heads of the
coalition took part in it. It lasted less than a year. Its
principal achievement was the suppression of a revolt in
Algeria under Abd-el-Kader.

The Eastern Question. — The most important affair of this
eabinet was the Eastern Question. The Sultan had desired
to recapture Syria from the Pasha of Egypt, but the son of
Mehemet Ali, Ibrahim Pasha, had defeated the Ottomans.
This victory opened to him the route to Constantinople.
Should he march upon that city, the Russians would take
possession of it under pretext of defending it; and once
within its walls, they would perhaps never leave it. France,
by her intervention, arrested the victorious Ibrahim. Eng-
land then, in order at once to strengthen Turkey and weaken
Egypt, planned to despoil Mehemet Ali of Syria. France had,
in Constantinople, interests identical with those of Great
Britain ; but in Egypt the interests of the two seemed op-
posed. But in covering Constantinople the ministry made
no stipulation in favor of Mehemet Ali, and accepted as regu-
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lator in the affair a European Congress, in which it could,
in advance, count upon four out of five votes against it.

Ministry of Thiers. —On the 1st of March, 1840, M.
Thiers succeeded Marshal Soult as prime minister. After
ten years of peace and material security the country was
prosperous ; but it was in a state of agitation. The minister
tried to gain popularity by issuing an ordinance of amnesty.
This was equivalent to restoring their chiefs to the Repub-
licans. At the same time he increased the strength of the
new party which was forming around the representative of
the Napoleonic dynasty, by obtaining from England the
restoration of the remains of the Emperor Napoleon, which
were brought from St. Helena with great honor, by a fleet
under the command of one of the king’s sons.

Treaty of London.— But important events were taking
place in the East. France and Mehemet Ali were warm
allies. Europe, and particularly England, resolved to break
up this alliance which placed under the same control Toulon,
Algiers, Alexandria, Beirut, and the fleets of France and
Egypt, and assured France the preponderance in the Med-
iterranean. In July England, Russia, Austria, and Prussia
signed, without the participation of France, the treaty of
London, which was to wrest Syria from the Pasha of Egypt.
At this news a quiver of anger passed over the whole
country; the government appeared to take part in this
legitimate explosion of national feeling, yet was unwilling
to engage in war under circumstances so disadvantageous.
Desiring, however, to enable France to adopt a firm and dig-
nified attitude, it began the fortification of Paris, and in-
creased the army. Yet the isolated condition of France had
its perils. The king was alarmed. He abandoned his min-
istry; M. Thiers gave place to M. Guizot (October, 1840).

Ministry of M. Guizot. — M. Guizot did not make enough
of public opinion or national sentiment. He hastened to
hold out his hand to England and the Powers, and caused
France to return into what was called the European concert.
This was equivalent to a treaty of peace. Disarmament im-
mediately ensued, the army was reduced, and France was
thrown back into the peaceful paths of commerce and
industry. The activity of commercial transactions mani-
fested the confidence which the upper middle class placed
in the continuance of the ministry, which was, to their
minds, the personification of peace.
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In July, 1842, the Duke of Orleans, an amiable and deserv-
edly beloved prince, was thrown from his carriage and
killed, and a child of four years became the heir to the
most burdensome of crowns. The hopes of the Legitimists
revived ; and the Liberals and Republicans expected their
ideas to triumph, through the inevitable weakness of a
regency. The Duke of Nemours, the least distinguished of
the king’s sons, was named regent.

The national feeling had been deeply wounded by the
events of 1840. M. Guizot sought to compensate for this
by various acquisitions in the Pacific. But little success re-
sulted. In the Society Islands, at Tahiti, an English mis-
sionary had excited the natives against the French. He was
driven from the island (1844); but his reports made a stir
in the English Parliament, and the French cabinet com-
mitted the blunder of asking the Chambers to vote an in-
demnity for a man who had caused the blood of French
soldiers to be shed. Other similar concessions increased
the public irritation; they were considered fresh proofs of
French weakness in the face of England. The recognition
of a right of visitation on the part of England, in 1841, for
the repression of the slave-trade, excited so intense an oppo-
sition, that the Chamber forced the minister to cancel the
treaty.

Defeat and Capture of Abd-el-Kader. — For operations in
Algeria, the minister had the good sense to choose an able
and energetic man, General Bugeaud, who was capable of
inspiring the Arabs with both fear and respect. Abd-el-
Kader had violated his treaty, preached the Holy War, and,
by the rapidity of his movements, spread terror through the
province of Oran, and anxiety even to the gates of Algiers.
The general pursued him without pausing as far as the
western mountains, pacified that difficult region, and drove
the enemy back into the desert. Having taken refuge in
Morocco, Abd-el-Kader induced its emperor to take up arms
in his cause. France replied to these provocations by the
bombardment of Tangier and Mogadore, and by the victory
of Isly, which General Bugeaud gained against much su-
perior numbers. The Emperor made peace, and after a
time, expelled Abd-el-Kader from his dominions. He was
at once captured (November, 1847).

The Spanish Marriage. — Good relations with England
were unwisely disturbed by the marriage of the Duke of
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Montpensier with the sister of the queen of Spain. The
younger branch of the house of Bourbon was eager to in-
herit the fortune of the elder branch in the Peninsula, and
to deprive an English candidate of the reversion of Spain, as
though time had not divested princely unions of almost all
importance. England manifested great discontent at being
outwitted. The ministry then, alarmed at the isolation in
which France was about to be placed, made advances to
Austria, and to win her, saecrificed to her Switzerland and
Ttaly. Switzerland was then trying to reform her constitu-
tion so as to give more authority to the central power. But
M. Guizot combated the Liberal party and favored the Son-
derbund (the Separatists, 1847). The Austrians had oceu-
pied Ferrara and committed odious deeds of violence at
Milan (February, 1848). M. Guizot contented himself with
negotiating in favor of the victims. Thus France became
the ally of an empire whose policy was then entirely one of
oppression.

Internal Policy. — For several years the country enjoyed
remarkable prosperity. Popular instruetion was developed,
the penal code was ameliorated, and the lottery suppressed.
Industry took a forward leap, by the introduction of ma-
chines, and commerce increased. The coasts were provided
with lighthouses, parish roads were improved, and the exe-
cution of a vast system of railroads projected. But these
enterprises, as too often happens, gave rise to unlimited
stock-jobbing.

Political Banquets. — The elections of 1846, carefully pre-
pared and conducted by the administration, gave it a ma-
jority. But it was becoming evident that in the pays légal,
that is, in the small body of electors (220,000), the political
sense was being lost, and calculation was taking the place
of patriotism ; the electors sold their votes to the deputies ;
the elected, their suffrage to the ministers; and the repre-
sentative institutions were vitiated at their source. The
president of the Council, upheld by a factitious majority,
assumed a haughty tone toward the opposition in Parlia-
ment. He had, at the time of the elections, made many
promises of reforms. The deputies of the left centre and of
the dynastic left, directed by M. Thiers and M. Odilon
Barrot, challenged him to fulfil his promises. They de-
manded the revision of certain taxes, the electoral and par-
liamentary reforms vainly proposed at each session since

\
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1842, ‘T'he minister rejected these inoffensive claims; the
opposition replied by seventy banquets held in the most
important cities, at which the grievances of the country
were seb forth.

Paris belonged entirely to the opposition. A journal estab-
lished by the Conservatives could not support itself. Even
in that party itself disaffection showed itself. Several
influential members of the majority went over to the op-
position, and among the ministry itself several members
objected to this extreme policy. But the presiding minister
at the opening of the session of 1848 persisted in his irri-
tating course. Exciting debates kept public opinion in a
tumult for six weeks. HExternal events, the victory of the
Liberals in Switzerland, the movement in Italy, which was
striving to escape from the oppression of Austria, reacted
upon France. The opposition attempted a final demonstra-
tion, — the banquet of the twelfth arrondissement of Paris.

Revolution of the 24th of February, 1848. — The ministry
prevented the meeting: immense crowds immediately gath-
ered, and here and there disturbances broke out. On the
evening of the 23d of February a Liberal ministry was
appointed under the presidency of M. Thiers. But those
who had commenced the movement found themselves nnable
to control it. The direction of the outbreak passed from
their hands into those of experienced conspirators and
veterans of the barricades, fighting men, who rushed into
the crowd of the boulevards. To a shot fired upon the
guard of the Foreign Office, the troops answered by a volley
which cut down fitfy inoffensive bystanders. At the sight
of their dead bodies borne through the streets, amid ecries
of vengeance, the people of the faubourgs flew to arms.
Marshal Bugeaud, commanding the army, had already taken
proper steps to repress the riot, when, in the night of the
23d and 24th, he received from the new ministry the order
to withdraw his troops to the Tuileries. Rather than obey
this senseless order, he resigned his command, and the re-
sistance was paralyzed. The national guard did nothing;
the Revolution followed. Abandoned by the Parisian bour-
geoisie, Louis Philippe believed himself to be also abandoned
by all France. At noon he abdicated and departed, pro-
tected by a few regiments, without being followed or molested.

The Duke of Orleans was dead, the Prince of Joinville
and the Duke of Aumale absent. There were left, with the
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Duke of Nemours, not a popular prince, and the young Duke
of Montpensier, a woman and a child, the Duchess of
Orleans and the Count of Paris. The duchess presented
herself before the Chamber with the Count of Paris, but
the insurgents followed her there and caused a provisional
government to be proclaimed, u.c_nnposecl of D)«'I. Dupont (de
TEure), Arago, Lamartine, Crémieux, Ifedru.-]»olhn and Gar-
" pier-Pages. Thus through the incapacity of the government
and the audacity of a party, France had, instead of a reform
regularly carried out by the public authorities, a new insut-
rection which was to arrest work, destroy millions, shed
blood, and interrupt the peaceful progress of the country.

I1I.
THE REPUBLIC OF 1848.

The Provisional Government.— On the evening of the
24th the provisional government proclaimed the Republie.
The provinces, resigning themselves as usual t(})the measures
taken at the capital, appeared to accept the Republic. M.
Tedra-Rollin everywhere replaced the pretects‘b__y commis-
sioners charged with administering public affairs in the
spirit of the new government; and to reassure Europe,
Tamartine declared in a manifesto that the Republic threat-
ened no one, but that she would everywhere prevent inter-
vention for the repression of the legitimate claims of the
peoples. Arago issued a decree emancipating the blacks in
the colonies. :

Meanwhile industry and commerce were 11113(%@'}1}313&1, the

* revenues of the State diminished, and the abolition of the
aalt-tax and a few other unpopular taxes diminished them
still more. The minister of finances was therefore obliged
to levy an extraordinary ftax. Many manufactories had
been closed, and thousands of workmen were left without
food, and in a fit state to become the dupes of the prevalent
communistic doctrines. The provisional government com-
mitted the imprudence of guaranteeing them work, when 16
had neither work to be done nor money to pay for if, and
it authorized one of its members, M. Louis Blane, to discuss
the relations of labor and capital with delegations of labor
ing men. Finally, to occupy the working class, it established
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national workshops, in which dangerous idleness and dis-
couraged honesty were thrown together.

These excitements brought about a fresh contest. The
national guard made an imposing demonstration in behalf
of the bourgeoisie, the artisans a rival manifestation in favor
of the proletariat. The provisional government was obliged
every day to issue discourses and proclamations, to bring
again into Paris a few battalions of the army, and to form
an additional militia called the garde mobile.

Opening of the National Assembly; the Executive Com-
mittee. — After another socialistic manifestation, which was
suppressed by the national guard (April), the electoral col-
leges assembled on Sunday, April 22. The elections took
place for the first time by universal suffrage. The electors
were thus increased in number from 220,000 to 9,000,000 ;
an expansion for which nothing was prepared and which
was certain to cause disturbances. On the 4th of May the
Constituent Assembly met, solemnly proclaimed the Repub-
lic, and unwisely confided authority to an executive com-
mittee composed of five members, MM. Arago, Garnier-Pages,
Marie, Lamartine, and Ledru-Rollin. It seemed that there
was now nothing to be done but to draw up the constitution.
But widely different views prevailed as to the nature of the
revolution and the extent to which it shounld be carried.

Outbreaks of May and June. — On the 15th of May, under
pretext of carrying to the deputies a petition in favor of
Poland, a movement took place against the Chamber. Lam-
artine tried in vain to keep back the rioters by his eloquence
as many as two thousand of them crowded into the hall of
the Deputies. Blanqui summoned the Assembly to declare
immediate war upon Europe for the deliverance of Poland.
Barbes demanded a tax of a thousand millions upon the
rich, The president was driven from his seat, and the
Assembly declared dissolved. Fortunately a few battalions
of militia came up and dispersed the insurgents; the Assem-
bly returned to its session. It soon after determined to
abolish the national workshops, which formed an army of
one hundred thousand proletarians, having arms, leaders,
and discipline. This news excited the anger of the agitators
and the despair of the working class, deceived by false hopes.
On the 22d barricades were thrown up with astonishing
rapidity in the faubourgs and soon occupied half of Paris.
The Executive Committee had at its disposal only twenty




