A banquet at
Attila’s.
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the door, I found her reclining on a soft couch. The floor
of the room was covered with woolen mats for walking on.
A number of servants stood round her, and maids sitting
on the floor in front of her embroidered with colors linen
cloths intended to be placed over the Scythian dress for
ornament. Having approached, saluted her, and presented
the gifts, T went out and walked to the other houses, where
Attila was, and waited for Onegesius, who, as I knew, was
with Attila.

I saw a number of people advancing, and a great com-
motion and noise, Attila’s egress being expected. And he
came forth from the house with a dignified strut, looking
round on this side and on that. He was accompanied by
Onegesius, and stood in front of the house; and many
persons who had lawsuits with one another came up and
received his judgment. Then he returned into the house
and received ambassadors of barbarous peoples.

[We were invited to a banquet with Attila at three
o'clock.] When the hour arrived we went to the palace,
along with the embassy from the western Romans, and
stood on the threshold of the hall in the presence of Attila.
The cupbearers gave us a cup, according to the national
custom, that we might pray before we sat down. Having
tasted the cup, we proceeded to take our seats, all the
chairs being ranged along the walls of the room on either
side. Attila sat in the middle on a couch ; a second couch
was set behind him, and from it steps led up to his bed,
which was covered with linen sheets and wrought coverlets
for ornament, such as Greeks and Romans used to deck
bridal beds. The places on the right of Attila were held
chief in honor; those on the left, where we sat, were only
second. . .

[First the king and his guests pledged one another with
the wine.] When this ceremony was over the cupbearers
retired, and tables, large enough for three or four, or even
more, to sit at, were placed next the table of Attila, so that
each could take of the food on the dishes without leaving

his seat. The attendant of Attila first entered with a dish
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f:{ll of meat, and behind him came the other attendant
with -lJread and viands, which they laid on the tables n:
luxurious meal, served on silver plate, had been made r;:ad
for us and the barbarian guests, but Attila ate nothin bu{
meat on a wooden trencher. In everything else tocgf h
showed himself temperate : his cup was of \\'ogd wh}le 10, thz
guests were given goblets of gold and silver. H,is dress, too,
was quite simple, affecting only to be clean. The 9\'-:0]:(] he'
(T:lf'!‘l(,'d at his side, the latchets of his Scythian simc"; th
l?rldlc’ of his horse were not adorned, like those (»1; the"r:th :
Scythians, with gold or gems or anything costly et
When the viands of the 1 bl e

first course had |
3 . : se had been consumed
we all stood up, and did not ?

resume our seats until each ¢

‘ : : seat: ach one,
1;1 the order before observed, drank to the health of Attila in
the goblet of wine presented to him. We then sat down
e A o @ 3y . :
a;ul a 5(.Lom.! dish was placed on each table with eatables
ob another kind. After this course the same ceremony was
10' served as after the first. When evening fell torches were
it, and tw ians comi i

iy 1 two barbarians coming forward in front of Attila
sang songs they had composed, celebrating his victories and
deeds of valor in war. -

T p 8 T g y
IV. How Pore Lzo THE GREAT SAVED RoME FROM
ATTILA

Prosper, a Christian chronicler, writing about 455
»

gives the following simple account of Leo's famous inter-
view with the king of the Huns three vears before :

. Now Attila, having once more collected his forces which 15, Pros-
fuf been scattered in Gaul [at the battle of Chalons], took Per's ac-
his way through Pannonia into Italy. To the emperor SOURE a1

3 J meetin

a;ld the senate and Roman people none of all the proposed Leothf .
Pans to oppose the enemy seemed so practicable as to send G"';’]t —
;)egntc-.s to the most savage king and beg for peace. Our most S
lessed Pope Leo — ing i rod, :

foer ope !.(n- trn_slm,'q in the help of God, who never

ails the nighteous in their trials — undertook the task accom-

panied by Avienus, a man of consular rank, and the prefect




16. Later
account of
Leo’s inter-
vention.
(Somewhat
condensed.)
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Trygetius. And the outcome was what his faith had fore-
seen; for when the king had received the embassy, he was
so impressed by the presence of the high priest that he
ordered his army to give up warfare and, after he had
promised peace, he departed beyond the Danube.

In a life of Leo the Great by some later author, whose
name is unknown to us, the episode as told by Prosper
has been developed into a miraculous tale calculated to
meet the taste of the time:

Attila, the leader of the Huns, who was called the scourge
of God, came into Italy, inflamed with fury, after he had
laid waste with most savage frenzy Thrace and Illyricum,
Macedonia and Moesia, Achaia and Greece, Pannonia and
He was utterly cruel in inflicting torture, greedy

Germany.
He destroyed Aquileia

in plundering, insolent in abuse.
from the foundations and razed to the ground those regal
cities, Pavia and Milan; he laid waste many other towns,'
and was rushing down upon Rome.

Then Leo had compassion on the calamity of Italy and
Rome, and with one of the consuls and a large part of the
Roman senate he went to meet Attila. The old man of
harmless simplicity, venerable in his gray hair and his
majestic garb, ready of his own will to give himself entirely
for the defense of his flock, went forth to meet the tyrant
who was destroying all things. He met Attila, it is said,
in the neighborhood of the river Mincio, and he spoke to the
grim monarch, saying: * The senate and the people of Rome,
once conquerors of the world, now indeed vanquished, come
before thee as suppliants. We pray for mercy and deliver-
ance. O Attila, thou king of kings, thou couldst have no
greater glory than to see suppliant at thy feet this people
before whom once all peoples and kings lay suppliant. Thou
hast subdued, O Attila, the whole circle of the lands which
it was granted to the Romans, victors over all peoples, to

1 This is, of course, an exaggeration. Attila does not seem to have

destroyed the buildings, even in Milan and Pavia.
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conquer. Now we pray that thou, who hast conquered others
shouldst conquer thyself. The people have felt thy scour*a;'
now as suppliants they would feel thy mercy."” : o

As Leo said these things Attila stood looking upon his
venerable garb and aspect, silent, as if Lhinki;ﬂ deeply
And lo, suddenly there were seen the apostles I?etcr ;im}d-
Paul, clad like bishops, standing by Leo, the one on the right
hand, t_hc other on the left. They held swords stretched :mt
over his head, and threatened Attila with death if he did ﬁot
obey the pope’s command.

y

gy e Wherefore Attila was appeased

)Y L0 S TCessl e

e inte rcession, he who had raged as one mad. He
A ior ronr . -

straightway promised a lasting peace and withdrew beyond

the Danube.

V. CLovis AND THE FRANKS

The history of the Franks was written about a cen-
t1_lr)\ after the time of Clovis by Gregory, bishop of Tours.
The following extracts give some notion of this valuable
source, upon which a great part of our knowledge of the
Merovingian period rests ! :

At this time [A.D. 486] the army of Clovis pillaged many
churches, for he was still sunk in the errors of icloi;l:r\' th
soldiers had borne away from a church, with all ti{c. other
ornaments of the holy ministry, a vase of marvelous size
and I:n'_-:mt}_'. The bishop of this. church sent mcssengcr;s t.o
the king, begging that if the church might not recover any
r_nﬁmr 1'-f the holy vessels, at least this one might be restored,
;Ii‘:ﬂli[1:':\:1‘;_-{.!‘}:;.1':1:1;'_;’]li:‘.\;iu thim:[s. r:’;pii:_-d Tt;} ;hc messenger :

( > Doissons, for there all things th: re
been acquired are to be divided. If the lot :;nl;};tv:::‘;;
this vase, I will do what the bishop desires.”

When he had reached Soissons, and all the booty had
l)(‘_un placed in the midst of the army, the king pr}in{c(l to
this vase, and said: 1 ask you, O }11:»51 \'uli:m WArTiors.
not to refuse to me the vase in addition to my rightful paﬂ_';

1 See below, p- 60.

17. Gregory
of Tours
and his
history of
the Franks.

The incident
of the vase
at Soissons.
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Those of discerning mind among his men answered, “O
glorious king, all things which we see are thine, and we our-
selves are subject to thy power ; now do what seems pleasing
to thee, for none is strong enough to resist thee.” When
they had thus spoken one of the soldiers, impetuous, envious,
and vain, raised his battle-ax aloft and crushed the vase
with it, crying, © Thou shalt receive nothing of this unless a
just lot give it to thee.” At this all were stupefied.

The king bore his injury with the calmness of patience,
and when he had received the crushed vase he gave it to the
bishop’s messenger; but he cherished a hidden wound in his
breast. When a year had passed he ordered the whole army
to come fully equipped to the Campus Martius and show their
arms in brilliant array. But when he had reviewed them all
he came to the breaker of the vase, and said to him, * No
one bears his arms so clumsily as thou ; for neither thy spear,
nor thy sword, nor thy ax is ready for use.” And seizing his
ax, he cast it on the ground. And when the soldier had bent
a little to pick it up the king raised his hands and crushed
his head with his own ax. “Thus,” he said, “didst thou to
the vase at Soissons.”

[Clovis took to wife Clotilde, daughter of the king of the
Burgundians. Now Clotilde was a Christian. When her
first son was born] she wished to consecrate him by bap-
tism, and begged her husband unceasingly, saying, “The
gods whom thou honorest are nothing; they cannot help
themselves nor others; for they are carved from stone, or
from wood, or from some metal. The names which you have
given them were of men, not of gods, like Saturn, who 1s
said to have escaped by flight, to avoid being deprived of
his power by his son; and like Jupiter himself, foul perpe-
trator of all uncleanness. What power have Mars and
Mercury ever had? They are endowed with magical arts
rather than divine power.

“The God who should be worshiped is he who by his
word created from nothingness the heavens and the earth,
the sea and all that in them is; he who made the sun to
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si'fmc and adorned the sky with stars; who filled the waters
w_ith creeping things, the land with animals, the air Iwéih
winged creatures; by whose bounty the earth is glad with
crops, the trees with fruit, the vines with Ur{;-l'[ﬂ:ﬁ' b
}who:.c h_.'md the human race was created : wh:.au l)lu‘unti
tl:::n(::id\l:}:j"t};i_t tlrli;:ll[ll]%:, should give homage and service
But when the queen had said these things > mi
Cllov.'is was not stirred to believe. He i:"\"‘:-;"u::“»";:;‘d“‘;f
will of our gods all things are created and produced. Eyvi-
dently your god can do nothing, and it is not even proved
that he belongs to the race of gods.” g
: Meantime the faithful queen presented her son for bap-
tism. She had the church adorned with tapestry wck;:::-
to attract by this splendor him whom her cxlunt;'u‘z:;m. in:l
not moved. But the child whom they called in;_:urm-:’,- ikflll.'l'
h'c h_ad been hum’ again through baptism, died in his white
baptismal robe. I“hcn the king reproached the queen bit-
terly. “If the child had been consecrated in the name of
my ;_.;ucls he would be alive still. But now, because he is
baptized in the name of your god, he cannot live.” ;
A‘ftcr this another son was born to him, and called in
baptism Clodomir. He fell very ill. Then the king said :
"‘BC.CII.LLS(' he, like his brother, was baptized in the r:nm_- of
Christ, he must soon die.” But his mother prayed, and by
God’s will the child recovered. e 7
The queen unceasingly urged the king to acknowledge
thc true God, and forsake idols. But he could not in ;1;)'
wise be brought to believe until a war broke out with the
Alemanni. Then he was by necessity compelled to confess
what he had before willfully denied.
It happened that the two armies were in battle, and
there was great slaughter.
destruction.

Clovis’ army was near to utter
He saw the danger; his heart was stirred : he
}vas moved to tears, and he raised his eyes to heaven, say-
ing : *Jesus Christ, whom Clotilde declares to be the son
of the living God, who it is said givest aid to the oppressed
and victory to those who put their hope in thee, I beseech lht.:
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glory of thy aid. If thou shalt grant me victory over these
enemies and I test that power which people consecrated to
thy name say they have proved concerning thee, I will believe
in thee and be baptized in thy name. For I have called
upon my gods, but, as I have proved, they are far removed
from my aid. So I believe that they have no power, for
they d(; not succor those who serve them. Now I call
upc;n thee, and I long to believe in thee — all the more that
I may escape my enemies.”

When he had said these things, the Alemanni turned their
backs and began to flee. When they saw that their king
was killed, they submitted to the sway of Clovis, saying:
©“We wish that no more people should perish. Now we
are thine.”” When the king had forbidden further war, and
praised his soldiers, he told the queen how he had won the
victory by calling on the name of Christ.

Then the queen sent to the blessed Remigius, bishop of
the city of Rheims, praying him to bring to the king the
gospel of salvation. The priest, little by little and secretly,
led him to believe in the true God, maker of heaven and
earth, and to forsake idols, which could not help him nor
anybody else.

But the king said : “Willingly will I hear thee, O father;
but one thing is in the way — that the people who follow me
are not content to leave their gods. I will go and speak to
them according to thy word.”

When he came among them, the power of God went
before him, and before he had spoken all the people cried
out together: *“We cast off mortal gods, O righteous king,
and we are ready to follow the God whom Remigius tells us
is immortal.”

These things were told to the bishop. He was filled
with joy, and ordered the font to be prepared. The streets
were shaded with embroidered hangings ; the churches were
adorned with white tapestries, the baptistery was set in
order, the odor of balsam spread around, candles gleamed,
and all the temple of the baptistery was filled with divine
odor. . . . Then the king confessed the God omnipotent in
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the Trinity, and was baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and was anointed
with the sacred chrism with the sign of the cross of Christ.
Of his army there were baptized more than three thousand.
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the partial narrative of Zosimus! by the

we are reduced to illustrate
by the figurative style of

obscure hints of fragments and chronicles,

poetry or panegyric, and by the precarious assistance of the ecclesiasti
cal writers who, in the heat of religious faction, are apt to despise the

profane virtues of sincerity and moderation. Conscious of these disad-

vantages, which will continue to involve a considerable portion of the
decline and fall of the Roman Empire, I shall proceed with doubtful

and timorous steps.”
Instigated by the capture of Rome by Alaric and the West Goths,

AUGUSTINE composed his famous work, Z%e City of God, to prove that

the disaster could not, as the pagans urged, be reasonably attributed to

the anger of the heathen gods who had been deserted for the God of the

Chrstians.

and ardent admirer of Augustine, undertook

Orosius, a disciple
the whole history of the

ans by reviewi

further to confound the p
past with the aim of showing that mummd had in all ages suffered

from terrible calamities and disasters. Human trouble was no new

o it was absurd, he maintained, to cast the blame for the dis

thing;
His Seven

orders of the time upon the
Books of History directed against the Pagan
lar books of the Middle Ages and greatly
facts were, however, selected and presented with the purpose of proving
nly the latter chapters of the work, which closes
for they relate to the

Christians and their religion
was one of the most popu-

affected later writers. The

his gloomy thesis, and o

have any historical value,

with the
writer's own time,

There is a cheap and excellent edition of Orosius published by Teub-
The work is to be found in MIGNE, Pafrologia Latina,

criplorum ecc

year 417
about which little is known.

ner, 1889
Vol. XXXI, and, better,
norum, Vol. V

A spet imen has ;ilrt-:ﬂy been given (see pp. 28 :,ul.'.abu\'w of SALVIAN'S
This 1s not

in the Corpus lesiasticorum  Lati

‘

t Books on the Government of God, written about 450.

a history, nor an impartial scription of the social conditions of the
nce the writer is tempted to paint them in too dark colors, and,

time, s
a view of the habits and conduct of

conversely, to give too cheerful
the barbarians, whom he believed God had sent to punish the civilized

world for its monstrous iniquities.

APOLLINARIS SIDONIUS, an amiable contemporary of Salvian’s, took

a much less gloomy view of the situation than he. The ancestors of
See above, p. 42, note

2 Bury's edition, Vol. 111,

denunciation of the sources f e 1 of the

HODGKIN, [taly and ker Tnvade

An amusing but none the less valuable
invasions may be found in
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Sidonius had held high offices

. under the Roman €mperors.
born in I,)‘(m-. about 430.

He was
He received a good education,

made ma
friends, became bishop of Averni. die d o

of a fever about 48

i 459, and left to
_ponurlxt) a great number of letters which give a lively idea of the w.

in which he lived. i i

g =time: i
ometimes we think of the hundred years between Theodosius 1
- S 5 anc

Theodoric as
wholly filled with rapme and bloodshed.

Sometimes we
carry back into the fifth cer times we

itury the thick darkness which hung

intellectual life of Merowins gian S

Lombard Italy. In both
e o A careful perusal of the three volumes
of the letters and poems of Sidonius reveals to us the :
at any rate, the air still teemed with

France or
these estimates we are mistake n

fact that in Gaul,
mtellectual life, that authors were

still writ > 1ense T n 1s
till wri Ing, amanuei s still trans 1 B frienc Jmi][l'tlt nti 12 Or

cninicising, and all the cares and pleasuares of lite rature fi
< uie 1n

lling the o
A ; linds
of I.irl,;v Classes of men just as i!]uu"ii I

10 empires were sinkin 1 nc
o an
strange mnationalities (Honoxis;

ere suddenly rising around them’

lialy and ker Invaders, V. 0%5) (Honoknm

For an extrs C
I an extract from a lette;
Sidonius, see below, pp. 1c0 i

I'he numerous Lives of the saints, although a VETy unc

ritical kind of
biography, are sometimes he 2Ipful to the

historical student

The be
known of those for the fifth century is the £

Life of Severinus (d. 482),

a4 missionary who labored in

Noricum among the Germans on the

Danube. His biogr: iphy was prepared by his dis iple I

Eugisippus in c11.

(Text in the Monumenta G ermaniae Historica. New e lition in the ¢ ru
- - i - OCtavo
edition of the Monumenta: translation in the Geschicktschreiber fer déut
¢ eschichtschreiber der déut

schen Vorzeitl) =
CASSIODORUS (ca 477-a o), Theodoric’s minister, was the chief liter
ary promoter of the sixth century He edited a Zripartite History m 1
P i sfoy age

up of extracts from three eccle siastical historians,— Sozomenus Socrat
{ 1S, . dles,
and Theodoret, — who had written in Greek a hundred years before
Fhis compilation comes down to 441. Cassic

orus also wrote a history
of the Goths, which -

has unfortunate ly been lost. But most important of
all is his own vast correspondence,
for the (Text of t Le
X177, edited by Mommsen in the

a condensed E

which forms an invaluable source

period tters, Fu

rearum (epistolarum) Librs

7 Monume Hodgkin has published
glish translation.)

We have an abridgment of Cassiodorus’ lost History of the Goths
Here for the first time the
Germans and the tales of their heroes
(See above, Pp-

made by the illiterate Jordanes abont 551.
ancient religious legends of the :

found their way into Latin, 39 sgg.)

1Fora description of the Monumenta and its va

see below, pp. 262 sg.

us divisions and offshoots,

Lives of the
saints,
especially
that of
Severinus,

Cassiodorus,
Historia
Tripartita.

Jordanes.




Procopius
and his
history of
the wars of
Justinian.

Gregory of
Tours and
his Ten
Books of
Frankish
History.

60 Readings in Eurcopean History

One historical work at least was produced in the sixth century which
possesses some of the fine traits of the classical Greek writers. PROCO-
prus had little in common with the crude and unlettered Jordanes. In
his History of his Own Time, which closes with the year 559, he gives
an excellent account of Justinian's wars with the Persians, Goths, and
Vandals. (See Bury’s Gibbon,Vol. IV, p. 5£3.) (Procopius is rather inac-
cessible. It is published with a Latin translation in the Corpus scrig-
torum historiae Byzantinae, Bonn, 1833 1838. A new edition of the
Gothic wars may be had with an Italian translation by Comparetti,
Rome, 1895 s¢., a complete edition, edited by Haury, is announced by
Teubner.)

As Cassiodorus was spending his last days in a monastery of southern
Italy, where he brought his long life to an end, GREGORY OF TOURS
(540-594) was beginning his celebrated history of the Franks, without
which we should know practically nothing of Clovis and the earlier
Merovingian period. Gregory’s position as bishop of Tours gave him
a very important place in the Frankish kingdoms, and he had ample
opportunity to become acquainted with prominent men, to familiarize
himself with public affairs, and to talk with the many pilgrims who
flocked to the revered shrine of St. Martin of Tours.

The first of his Zen Books of Frankish History hastily reviews the
history of the world down to the death of St. Martin of Tours in 397
The two following books deal with Clovis and his successors. The
remaining books, constituting the great body of the work and bringing
the story down to 591, are really a history of his own time. Here
Gregory made use apparently almost altogether of oral tradition and his
own observations, for he himself must have witnessed, or had personal
knowledge of, many of the things which he narrates.

Gregory had little knowledge of the ancient writers, as he himself
freely confesses; his language is grammatically very incorrect, but is
simple and direct, and is supposed by some to have nearly approached
the spoken Latin of the period. Asan ardent orthodox churchman, he
hated the Arian Burgundians and West Goths, and too freely condoned
the treacherons and bloody deeds of Clovis and others, whom he held
to be God’s instruments for the extension of the true Church. Yet in
spite of his ignorance and his enthusiasm for his particular form of
Christianity, Gregory’s book remains the chief and almost sole historical
monument of the Merovingian period: Moreover, he rarely fails to gain
his readers’ confidence by his unmistakable sincerity and his directness
and freedom from artificiality. (Editions in the Monumenta Germaniae
Historica; also in the Collection de Textes pour servir a létude de
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