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The claim of the bishop of Rome to be the di\'in(‘lk_\'
ordained head of the Christian Church h:xls ;xi\\'n'\'s‘ ulsud
upon three main u.-esmnptiun_s: (1_: that lcl.c[ _\_\di( L.Ti
Christ as the chief of the apostles, (2) that

nated by g s :
: 1op of Rome, and lastly (3) that he

Peter was the first bist :
handed down to succeeding bishops of ll{nm(' the poy ;
: The following extracts illus-
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which he himself enjoyed.

trate the nature of these claims and the arguments
atc .

adduced in support of them. it Al . ~<d
In the New Testament there is indirect evidence o
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Peter’s sojourn in Rome. The First Epistle of Pete

closes with the words, ¢ The churc h that is at Babylon

saluteth vou.” Since there 1s no reason to think
~ . .
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that a Christian community existed at Babylon, it I

is here me: “his
oenerally been assumed that Rome is here meant. 4]
a : ‘ustifiable interpretation, for the early
wont - to denounce Rome as a Very

appears to be a
Christians were
Babylon of wickedness. )
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Very little has been preserved which casts any ligh

1

f 1 i - for a century
on the position of the bishop of Rome for a century

r's presence in Rome is adduced from the

1 Further evidence for Pete o

yriters EN,
New Testament. See, among other writers, LANGE
yomischen Kirche, pp. 40 5¢¢
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after Peter's death, which probably occurred during the
persecution of the Christians under Nero (A.D. 64) or
not long after.?

Irenzus, who became bishop of Lyons in 177 and
who died about 202, in a work directed against the vari-
ous heresies which prevailed, emphasizes the purity and
authority of the beliefs handed down in the Roman
Church. He would put to confusion all those who dis-
sented from the orthodox belief

by bringing forward that tradition derived from the apos-
tles of the very great, the very ancient, and uniy ersally known
church, founded and organized at Rome by the two most
glorious apostles, Peter and Paul. This is the faith preached
to men which comes down to our own times through the
succession of the bishops. . . . And it is 2 matter of neces-
sity that every church should agree with this church, on
account of its preéminent authority.*

! About the year 95 a letter, ascribed to Clement
later tradition, was bishop of Roms
Church to that at Corinth

who, according to
was dispatched from the Roman
This speaks of the martyrdom of Peter and
Paul, in enumerating the noble examples of Christian heroes “ furnished
It also reproves the Corinthian Church for
deposing certain churchmen, and so seems to assume a species of

in our own generation.”
supe-
rority. A few years later (pruim]-l‘\ in 107) Ignatius of Antioch wrote
to the Church at Rome that he was on his way to the capital to suff<r
martyrdom. His letter begins : “To the church which is beloved and
enlightened by the will of Him that willeth all things, . . . which presides
in the place of the region of the Romans, worthy of God, worthy of
honor, worthy of the highest happiness, worthy of praise, worthy of
obtaining her every desire, worthy of being deemed holy, presiding in
love, is named from Christ, and from the Father.” etc. T o some scholars
these passages seem to indicafe the early supremacy of the Roman
Church. To others 1111} appear too vague to prove more than a natural
preéminence of the Christian community of the capital, which had num-
bered Peter and Paul among its many martyrs.

2 This rather vague and much discussed passage reads, 44 hanc
enwm ecclesiam propler poliorem principalitatem necesse est omnem con-
venire ecclesiam.
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The blessed apostles, having founded and built up the
church, committed the office of bishop into the hands of
Linus. Of this Linus, Paul makes mention in the Epistles to
Timothy. To him succeeded Anacletus; and after him in
the third place from the apostles, Clement was assigned the
bishopric. This man, since he had seen the blessed apostles
and had been conversant with them, might be said to have
the preaching of the apostles still echoing in his ears and
their traditions before his eyes. Nor was he alone in this,
for there were still many remaining who had received instrue-
tions from the apostles. In the time of this Clement, no
small dissension having occurred among the brethren at
Corinth, the Church in Rome dispatched a most powerful let-
ter to the Corinthians,! exhorting them to peace, renewing
their faith, and declaring the tradition which it had lately
received from the apostles. .

To this Clement succeeded Evaristus. Alexander fol-
lowed Evaristus; then, sixth from the apostles, Sixtus was
appointed ; after him Telesphorus, who was gloriously mar-
tyred ; then Hyginus; after him Pius: then after him Ani-
cetus. Soter having succeeded Anicetus, Eleutherius does
now in the twelfth place from the apostles hold the inherit-
ance of the episcopate. In this order and by this succes-
sion, the ecclesiastical tradition from the apostles and the
preaching of the truth have come down to us, and this is
most abundant proof that there is one and the same vivify-
ing faith which has now been preserved in the Church from
the apostles until now and handed down in truth.

Tertullian, presbyter at Carthage, a vigorous writer of
the second and early third century, thus speaks of the
churches founded by the apostles:

Come now you who would profitably direct your curiosity

toward the interests of your salvation, run over the apostolic
churches in which the chairs of the apostles still preside in

1 See note 1 on preceding page.
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their places, where i
: it | laces, where their own authentic letters are still r
oringing back their voice and the face of each h
}mn to\ibc near Achaia, you have Corinth - ;
rom Mace ia, y ilippi ;
: acedonia, you have Philippi and
you can turn toward Asia, you have

ad,
. If you hap-
if you are not far
Thessalonica. If
Ephesus ¢ i
near Italy, you have Rome, from w hcnccI cumt&; t]]l'*f' s l'_"'e
In our own case, e
How happy is this church on which apostle
all their teachings along with their ‘I![hu:fft.
L']'I[IUI'C.:.‘-\‘ a passion like his Lord’s! where :
crown in a death like John's, whvr':-‘ tl I-
plunged - .

s poured forth

where Peter
Paul wins his
: 1e Apostle John was
_ into boiling oil, and l-hrn sent
See what she has learned and taught
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but uninjured
to his island exile!

Later Tertullian joi f
iter Tertullian joined the sect of the Montanists. who
Were reomar 2l A e Fey
re regarded as heretics by the Roman Church In his
treatise « desty” h Iy i
€ “On Modesty” he protests scornfully against
y agains

the rers claime ' i f
€ powers claimed by the bishop of Rome. He learns

h;- *'-.’li_\'“:-. that “the sovereign pontiff, that is, the bishop
of bishops,” has issued a certain edict of whicl

- 1 he ca
in HU.\‘{;I_\" approve. He then proceeds to inquire \\'ilcn(l'l:

: : : :
the bishop of Rome “usurps ” this right.

ff_lwr:msv the Lord said to Peter, ¢ upon this rock wil
I build my church,” “to thee have I civen the ke ': f“f]I :
heavenly kingdom,” or “ whatsoever :‘I:au gh.ﬂt. h:\i‘s; ;:f ; ‘L;
or loosed on earth shall be bound or loosed in lh«-‘ l)t;'s" )m‘“”
you, therefore, presume that the power of binding :1.1;11(;::‘—
Il?ilﬁ‘“\:if;ziw down to you, that is, to every |hu:rh akin I:n
l:}]:]Il[:i]],, .m .anri nf “m.:m are you, subverting and wholly

SEI0E e manifest intention of the Lord, who conferred
l|l:-s right upon Peter personally. * On thee,” he says, @ 'I]. I
build my church,” and “I will _g.;iw- to e 1{1‘:- I-\u.s i':;::t t\:;ll} 2
church ; and “whatsoever #ox shalt have qumlrd'ur boun 'II:
not what #%4¢y shall have loosed or bound. S

Later Ter-
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tions the
claims of
the bishop
of Rome.
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The attitude of Cyprian toward the bishop of Rome
and the bishops in general has already been shown.!
There are, however, certain interesting passages In his
letters in regard to the matter in hand. For example,
certain persons having withdrawn from the unity of the
Church and set up a bishop of their own, Cyprian says
of them:

They dare to appeal to the throne of Peter, and to the
chief church whence priestly unity takes its source. . .. But
we have all agreed —as is both fair and just- -that every
case should be heard there where the crime has been com-
mitted; and a portion of the flock has been assigned-to
each individual pastor, which he is to rule and govern, hav-
ing to give an account of his deeds to the Lord. It certainly
behooves those over whom we are placed not to run about,
nor to break up the harmonious agreement of the bishops
with their crafty and deceitful rashness, but there to plead
their cause, where they may be able to have both accusers
and witnesses to their crime.

It was almost inevitable that the bishops in the vari-
ous great cities of the Empire should be conceded a cer-

tain preéminence over the bishops about them. In this

way the office of archbishop, or met ropolitan, developed.
The first distinct, legal recognition of the rights of the
archbishops is found in the famous sixth canon of the

Council of Nicea (325).

The old custom in Egypt, Libya, and the Pentapolis shall
continue to be observed, so that the bishop of Alexandria
shall exercise authority over all these regions, for the bishop
of Rome enjoys a similar right. Similarly in Antioch and in
the other provinces the churches shall retain their preroga-
tives. Moreover let it be known that should any one have

1 See above, pp- 19 57¢4.
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bte_comc bishop I“ithnut the approval of the metropolitan
this great council has ordained that such an one sha-]l n t
be regarded as a bishop. -

The council says nothing of a single head of the
Church having jurisdiction over all the other bishops
And here it is necessary to notice a very important but
(_nftlcr_; neglected distinction between (1) the moral and
religious supremacy accorded to the bishop of Rome
;1|_1d (2) the recognition of his right to be the sn[n‘rlm:
dl.l'cl'l(:!' of the whole church government. As the ht"l(i
h[, the venerated church at Rome, and as the Huucss;n'
ljl the two most glorious of the apostles, who had con-
firmed with their blood the teachings which they lm.-zd
handed down to their successors, 11.1c- bishop of llim;lc
doubtless seemed to the prelates assembled at Nicaca
as he had seemed to Irenzus and Cyprian, chief umn‘-n‘L;
the bishops. Yet there is no inc'lix.";mnn in the acts r;f
H?L‘("Illiii‘ﬂ of Nicza that as an officer in the Church the
])‘IhhH]J of Rome enjoyed any greater or wider jurisdic-
tion than other metropolitans, such as the archbishop of
Alexandria or of Antioch. ‘ s -

Nevertheless, the bishop of Rome was destined to be
recognized in the West both as spiritual and --m'crn;
nllcntai head of the Church. The Council of .:drdik.'l
eighteen years after the Council of Niczea, decreed Ihu;
should any bishop believe that he had been unjustly
condemned and deposed by a synod, he should have
the privilege of appealing to the bishop of Rome. If
the latter decided that the case should be reconsidered
he should order a new trial by other judges. :
.Thcrc is evidence that the Roman church and its
bishops had from the earliest times been consulted by

Distinction
between the
position of
the l)ihhnp
of Rome as
religious and
as govern
mental head
of the
Church.

The Council
of Sardika
(343) permits
condemmed
bishops to
appeal to
Rome for a
new trial.
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other churches when dissension arose, and that the
rulings of Rome enjoyed the greatest authority. But
the earliest extant example of an authoritative order
addressed to the Church in general by a bishop of Rome
is the famous ¢ Decretal ' of Pope Siricius, issued sixty
years after the Council of Nicaea.

A bishop of Spain had submitted a number of ques-
tions to the bishop of Rome. These Siricius decides in
detail, and then closes his letter as follows :

I believe that I have now given a sufficient answer to
the various questions which you have referred to the Roman
church as to the head of your body. Now we would stimu-
late you, our brother. more and more carefully to observe the
canonsand adhere to the decretals® which have been ordained.
Moreover, we would have you bring to the attention of all
our fellow-bishops those things which we have written in
reply to your questions, not only to those bishops who are
within your dioceses, but to all the Carthaginians, Baticans,
Lusitanians, and Gallicians,®as well as to those in the neigh-
boring provinces. Let all the matters which have been duly
settled by us be transmitted to them through letters from
you. For although no priest of God is likely to remain in
ienorance of the decrees of the Apostolic See and the vener-
able decisions of the canons, it will be more expedient and
more to the glory of the ancient station which you occupy if
those general orders which I have addressed to you individu-
ally should be brought through you to the attention of all our
brethren. In this way those things which have been ordained
by us with the utmost circ 11m_~,p{~r1iun and caution, after due

decretal,” .\‘lia]in'\ to p.l|-.’l! ordinances, is derived from
letters which authoritatively established some

1 The term “
epistolae. decretales, Le
point The acts of the councils are usunally called “canons,” iLe
“ rules.”

2 Siricins is addressing the bishop of Tarragona
enumerated included the rest of the Spanish peninsula.

The regions here
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d!ehher;mon and by no means hastily, shall be permanently
Cl.)selvc(i, -.mc? thus all possibility of those excuses which
might otherwise reach us shall be removed

St. Jerome, however, in spite of the veneration which
he often expressed for the Church of Rome, does not

lw 1yS appear to recognize the supremacy of the Ili‘ihl)l)
- 3 r :
of Rome over the other bishops.

€ ( C at Rome 15 ) 0 D ONSIAETE ds
I I]U[ C not t !L' consider ll 15 one Ull'lz__“

and the rest of the churche
~ L 1S5 II 24 - {OT as :
e e t _Ifaliz-.hull[ the world as another.
se ot Gaul and Britain, Africa, Persia, and India, as well
.1: the various barbarous nations, adore one Christ and
° J.\L‘ff\'(_‘ a single rule of truth. If you are looking for author-
Il‘\'. » r 1 » r g » 3 ; ‘
¥, t ul \\ul’].ii 1S hu_n.l_\ greater than the city of Rome. Where-
ever there is a bishop, whether at Rome or Eugubium, at
onstz 2, Rhegi i 1 p 2,
: 4 1stantinople, Rhegium, or Alexandria, his rank and priest-
]luud .uc_tllu same. Neither the power that riches bring nor
% 1 » i ¥ 1 : 7
the humility of poverty makes a bishop higher or lower in
rank. All are successors of the apostles. . Why urge
the custom of a single city? v
[.eo the Great give : '
iréat gives the following clear statement of
nature and grounds of the pope’s claim to be head

of the whole Church.

- - . A single person, Peter, is appointed from the whole
world as a leader in the calling of all peoples, and is placed
(l\l'{!;\'&.‘ ;1]1] Hllc other ;1i)u\i]t_'ﬁ and the fathers of the ‘f_‘|llll!L‘|l
Although there are many priests among 2P - ol
and many pastors, Peter lshz_mhl of ri:htthtru:r‘]'I;IIL:;;{ l(hm"i'-
whom Christ himself rules in the first -iﬂn»t.mcc.‘ Great :)1::1
marvelous, my dear brethren, is the participation in its (lm-n
power which it has pleased the Divine Excellency to grant to
fhls man. And such powers as it granted to u—tiwrhlca(!trq
in common with Peter were granted only through Peter. ()u‘r
Lord, imlc&j(l. asked all the apostles what men ;;’1'1(1 of him, but
So long as it was left to all to reply, so long was the hesitation
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of human ignorance clearly displayed. But when the opin-
ion of the apostles was asked, he who was first in apostolic
who when he had answered,

dignity was the first to reply; :
& Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus said
to him. “ Blessed art thou, Simon le-jmmh‘. for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven ” 1: — that is to say, thou art blessed for this reason,
for my father has taught thee, neither has mere earthly opin-

hee. but thou art instructed by a heavenly inspi-
ration. I am the foundation than which none other can
be established : yet thou too art a 1« ck [\;nh.(_] because thou
firm by my strength, so that those things which I

ion misled t

art made _
have in virtue of my power thou shalt have in common with
me by participation. \nd upon this rock I will build my
church : and the gates of hell shall not prevail a inst it.” ...

And he said to the blessed Peter, “I will give unto thee
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and what-
soever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
The right to this power passed also to the other apostles, and
the provisions of this ordinance went forth to all the leaders
of the'Church. Still it was not in vain that what was made
known to all was especially recommended to one. For this
power was intrusted expressly to Peter, since Peter was
placed as a model before all the rulers of the Church. Peter's
prerogative remains and everywhere his judgment goes forth
in equity. For never is severity too great nor forgiveness
too lax where nothing is bound nor loosed except the blessed
Peter bind or loose it.

Tust before his passion, which was about to shake the
apostles’ constancy, the Lord said to Simon, Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan asked to have you, that he might sift you as
wheat : but I made supplication for thee, that thy faith fail
not: and do thou, when once thou hast turned again, stab-
lish thy brethren,” * that you should not enter into tempta-
tion. The danger of the temptation to yield to fear was

1 Matthew xvi. 16-17. 2 Luke xxii. 31-32.

The Rise (_?f the ’r?/'m;j-’ 71
common to all the apostles and all alike needed the aid of
dl?'me protection, since the devil desired to confound and
ruin them all. Yet the Lord took special care of Peter and
prayed especially that Peter might have faith, as if the st
of the others would be more secure if the mind of 111::ir. ;hiwf
was not ‘overcome. In Peter, therefore, the streneth of ;ﬂ]
was confirmed and the -

ate

: aid of divine grace so ordered that
the strength which was granted to Peter by Christ was in
turn transmitted through Peter to the ;;pmtl.’-‘.
Since, therefore, beloved brethren, we behol
tion dl\‘ruuri)' appointed to us, we may properly and justly
rl(Jo:Ec in the merits and dignity of our leader. sending up
t ‘S o & X » =
_1]:1:1. s to our eternal King and Redeemer, our Lord Jesus
x gIving suc ywer to him who . » g
Christ, for giving such power to | hom he made the
of the whole Church: so that if anythin

d this protec-

head
W g, even in our own
days, is rightly done by us and rightly ordained, it should be
properly attributed to the influence and guidance of him io
whom it was said: “When once thou hast turned again
::Qbfish thy brethren.” To whom, moreover, his Lord. :fh_‘l:
his resurrection, when Peter had three times professed his
{'t.vrn:ll love, said mystically three times, “ Feed my sheep.” !
Like a faithful shepherd, he has beyond a doubt fulfilled his
Lord’s command, confirming us by his exhortations, and
never ceasing to pray for us that we be not overcome by
any temptation.

[Elsewhere Leo says:] Although the priests enjoy a com-
mon dignity, they are not all on the same footing, since even
among the blessed apostles, who were alike in honor, there
was a certain distinction in authority. All were alike chosen,
but it was given to one that he should be preéminent among
the others. Upon this model the distinction among the
bishops is based, and it is salutarily provided that all should
not claim the right to do all things, but in each province
t}]ere should be one who should have the first word among
his brethren. Again, in the greater cities others are appointed
to greater responsibilities. Through these the oversight of

1 John xxi. 15 s¢g.

Leo on the
hierarchy
(440).
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the whole Church is concentrated in one see, lh-.LL (»f. Peter,
and from this head there should never be any dissent.

The following edict was issued by the western
emperor, during Leo's pontilicate: o 757

Since, then, the primacy of the _\_;umluim .hmr 1S c::lullri
lished by the merit of St. Peter (who !s the l_']ll.;:ll ‘u;?fl;i 1“:4
bishops), by the majesty of the city of Ifumv‘ anc TIFI.II. vi. D
authority of a holy counoil,' no one, wtln:ut 1lu::u,u:,.\-a :f :le
sumptiu‘u, may attempt anything against Ilu,i :l.uthuuf)_ fl : ’:,
see. Peace will be secured among the churches if every one
ecognize his ruler. ; ‘
ru[{);g:/: ;]l“:clfi‘l:cm'c to the independent action of (‘1.'-(1!.;?1]111
prt:.l_itv_c. of Gaul, the edict continues.] Lest even .:l,|5,,‘l;“ it
commotion should arise in the churches, or the !L.I.hnln.lz
order be disturbed, we herewith permanently decres lrl‘ll
not only the bishops of Gaul, but those <=_t the Ullhl_‘l I,T,U;’
inces, shall attempt nothing counter to ancient cmtfm:. -“ltl 1—‘
out the authority of the venerable f.lt-in_'l' [ fapa] of Il 1€
Eternal City. Whatever shall be sanctioned by the .lll.[ -1'ur—'
ity of the Apostolic See shall be law to them and to L.\l.}f_\i
one else: so that if one of the bishops be summoned to l.u',
judgment of the Roman bishop and thH nu_-,:l_vrt to ;_xlnl‘u-.u.
he 1]1;1“ be forced by the moderator = of 7|1li!- province ’Lu
present himself. In all respects let the pr:\.ilv;:ff:a .b:_: main-
tained which our deified predecessors have conferred upon

the Roman church.

The pope’s view of the natural superiority of the Spir-
itual over the temporal power finds a clear expression
in the following remarkable letter of Gelasius I (494).

. . There are two powers, august Emperor, by \‘\fhich t!;is-
world is chiefly ruled, namely, the sacred authority f:f. .tru
priests and the royal power. Of these, that of the [-)r-lt.\-{.:
is the more weighty, since they h;.n'_c to render an ;1_cunm'
for even the kings of men in the divine judgment. You are

1 That of Sardika: see above, p. 67. 2 An imperial official.
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also aware, dear son. that while you
to rule over human kind, yet in thin

gs divine you bow vour
head humbly before the leaders of th

e clergy and await from
their hands the means of your salvation. In the reception
and proper disposition of the heavenly mysteries you rec-
ognize that you should be subordinate ratl 5
to the religious order, and that in these matters you depend

on their judgment rather than wish to force them to follow
your will.

1er than superior

If the ministers of religion, recognizing the supremacy

granted you from heaven in matters aftecting the public
they might obstruct

aftairs by irrelevant considerations,
with what readiness should vou

to whom is assigned the disj
of religion.

un[l‘l', (Jf»t‘}' your l.l\\h, lest u[hL'I\\iht.'
the course of secular

not yield them obedience
rensing of the sacred mysteries

Accordingly, just as there is no slight danger

in the case of the priests if they refrain from speaking when

the-service of the divinity requires, so there is no little risk
for those who disdain which God forbid when 1&]\'}\,' should
obey. And if it is fitting that the hearts of the faithful should
submit to all priests in general who properly administer divine
affairs, how much the more is obedience due to the bishop
of that see which the Most High ordained to be above all
others, and which is consequently dutifully honored by the
devotion of the whole Church.

[I. GREGORY THE GREAT AND HIS TIMES

Times of emergency call forth great men men at least,
if not great in relation to the true intellectual, moral, and
spiritual dignity of man, great in relation to the state and
to the necessities of their age: engrossed by the powerful
and dominant principles of their time. and bringing to the

advancement of those principles surpassing energies of
character, inflexible resolution, the full

conviction of the
wisdom, justice, and holiness of their cause, in religious
affairs of the direct and undeniable sanction of God. Such

are permitted honorably

27. Milman
on Gregory
the Great
and the
importance
of the
papacy.
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was Gregory I, to whom his own age and posterity have
assigned the appellation of the Great.

Now was the crisis in which the Papacy
:ts obscured and suspended life. It was the only power which
lay not entirely and absolutely prostrate before the disasters
of the times, —a power which had an inherent strength, and
might resume its majesty. It was this power which was most
imperatively required to preserve all which was to survive
out of the crumbling wreck of Roman civilization.

To Western Christianity was absolutely necessary a
ng alone, strong in traditionary reverence, and
Even the perfect

must reawaken

centre, standir
in acknowledged claims to supremacy.
organization of the Christian hierarchy might in all human
probability have fallen to pieces in perpetual conflict: it
might have degenerated into a half secular feudal caste
with hereditary benefices, more and more entirely subserv-
ient to the civil authority, a priesthood of each nation or
each tribe, gradually sinking to the intellectual or religious
level of the nation or tribe.

to conceive what had been the confusion,

It is impossible
s, without

the lawlessness, the chaotic state of the middle age
the medizeval Papacy; and of the medizval Papacy the real
father is Gregory the Great. In all his predecessors there
was much of the uncertainty and indefiniteness of a new
dominion. Christianity had converted the Western world —
it had by this time transmuted it : in all except the Roman
Even Leo the Great had something

law, it was one with it.
Gregory is the Roman altogether

of the Roman dictator.
merged in the Christian bishop.
28. Sad the coming

The calamities of the times, especially
stateof the ¢ .« the most unspeakable Lombards,” as he com-

western
world as monly calls them, convinced Gre

depicted in S
the letters the world was near at hand. In a letter written to a
of Gregory  fallow-bishop shortly after he reluctantly became pope,

the Great. : a 3 Ty
he gives a dark picture of the world and of his heavy

gory that the end of

responsibilities :
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Gregory to Leander, bishop of Seville -

With all my heart I have wished t
?I)ut th;&lburdcn of my pastoral (‘A S

would rather wee
s thtr].lar .A\‘\_up than speak, —as your reverence un-
qpom[t.mi h.lithl.]a from the very character of my ;‘orl:n
igls h,)cw\\ ulr:] 'I‘_i‘\x[m remiss in addressing one :\-hum LI
i “ml;:r 5 ”. (‘. : .:\t.i beaten about am I by the billows
1o 1€ \mﬂd. that I can in no wise bring t
x € anc ient, rolling ship at whose hel e
irough God’s mysterious dispensati N

Now the waves break m'r:r. ey

answer you better,
alls so overpowers me that

e ) us from the front, now at the
: g mountains of the sea swell hiol 1
the rear the tempest pursues us. B : ‘I all fhed S
nrar e e sues us. eset Dy all these perils
s o prsie ; ) se perils
= first to steer directly in the face of the a‘F: rm'
0 swerve the vessel : ; 1 e
UF T l{n rve the vessel and to receive obliquely the on 'eé
raters £ < ) [ :
ogent th 1,-"- I groan, because I know that if I am negh
g 1e bilge water of vice is deepeni =)
b hee s 1S deepening, and that if the
o (i._, - : S us furiously at that instant the decaying lank
sbode s el
gieboce ‘s]np\\r((.l-.. Fearful, T remember that I E;u['r lost
0 {h shore of peace, and sighing I gaze toward the I -l
nich, while the wind of circumstanc il

e i es blows contrarily, I

So, dearest br Y
, dearest brother, if v lov
f( : : g j,nll ove me, s LC
rth .tlw h‘fnd of prayer to me amid these i
12011 aid me in my troubles, thus as a rew -
orth more v:lli:mll)' from yours,

[l()f all the signs described by our Lord
end of the world ], some we see

floods, and, as
ard shall you come

1 : as presaging the Signs that
already accomplished : the e
sHnlidtig ' : y accomplished ; the theend of
e dread as close upon us. For we now see that g -
: : see tha

nation rises agains i at ha
b ]md{.:i! nst nation, and that they press and weigh :i,r:'r:d"‘“_

‘ 1 OUr own times as nev E . . 2
e ait T times as never before in the annals o Gregory's
oft fI ast. tart 1{][1.]1;(_-5 overwhelm countless itiea e Sermons.)
oiten hear from other parts of the world 25, as we

= - Pestilence w
endure without interruption. ilence we

not behold signs in the [I s
signs > sun and moon and stars
these are not f T w i po
ar off we may infer from the changes in tl A refe:
atmosphere. Before Italv was o 2 anges 1n the A reierence,
aly was given over to be desolated PFhaps to

b)’ the sw
sword of a heathe s
en foe, we behe e : the aurora
eheld fiery ranks in borealis.
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29. How a
monk dared
to have gold
in his
possession.
(From
Gregory's

Dialogues.)
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heaven, and even the streaming blood of the human race as
it was afterwards spilt.

wes, a collection of the lives of holy

Gregory's Dialo
n, was for centuries, probably, the most popular of his

me
works. Two examples of his accounts of the saints and
the miracles which they performed will be found in the
following chapter. The incident given below sheds light
upon Gregory’s life as abbot of a monastery.

There was in my monastery a certain monk, Justus by
name, skilled in medicinal arts. When he knew that

his end was at hand, he made known to Copiosus, his brother

:n the flesh, how that he had three gold pieces hidden away.

Copiosus, of course, could nof conceal this from the breth-
ren. He sought carefully, and examined all his brother’s
until he found the three gold pieces hidden away
When he told me this great calamity
who had lived in common with us,
For the rule of this

drugs,
among the medicines.
that concerned a brother
I could hardly hear it with calmness.

our monastery was always that the brothers should live in

common and own nothing individually.

Then, stricken with great grief, 1 began to think what I
could do to cleanse the dying man, and how I should make
his sins a warning to the living brethren. Accordingly, having
the %L:pn_'l'mu_-mivnl of the monastery,

summoned Pretiosus,
he brothers visited the

I commanded him to see that none of t

dying man, who was not to hear any words of consolation.

If in the hour of death he asked for the brethren, then his
flesh was to tell him how he was hated
so that

and

own brother in the
by the brethren because he had concealed money;
at death remorse for his guilt might pierce his heart
cleanse him from the sin he had committed.

When he was dead his body was not placed with the
bodies of the brethren, but a grave was dug in the dung pit,
and his body was flung down into it, and the three pieces of

gold he had left were cast upon him, while all together

cried, * Thy money perish with thee!’

erpre SOl
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When thirty days h:
thirty days had passed after his death, my he:
began to have assi SN
g ave compassion on my dead 1
el : : y dead brother, and to
B P I._\n_r:, with deep grief, and to seek what remedy
ere mig 1 F :
: e might be for him. Then I called before me Pretiosus
.~.‘u|)Lr1ntem]cm of the monastery, and said sadly : “It is a lr:nAr;
i : DRk ) sadly : S
l“llL that our brother who died has been tormented by Iirh
ar e 7 ] : ; 3
: 1d we ought to have charity toward him, and aid him 5(;
ar as we c: : € mav 1 : ; ‘
: I_\u can, that he may be delivered. Go therefore, and
or e o R ; 5%
i-” thirty successive days from this day offer sacrifices for
um. See i is . = ich
| -ﬁu to it that no day is allowed to pass on which the
salva 11 da S - ; :
I\ N mfulz bringing mass [ £ostia] is not offered up for his abso
ution.” > departed f i 7 :
Il\‘:'ll : He departed forthwith and obeyed my words
e, however, were busy wi : . . 2
e | y with other things, and did not How the
ays as they rolled by. But lo! the S
who had died : - : ’ o! the brother soulof the
to C G die appeared by night to a certain brother. even e
o Cop 5, hi T 1 : vk b
& l| hm\t. his brother in the flesh. When Copiosus saw :‘\\rﬂi‘ *MI!
1iim he aske . A R s : > e
. = |.' .ul }n_ln, saying, “ What is it, brother? How art =Yg of
hou ? I'o which he answered : « Up to this time I have g -
Iwcln in torment; but now all is well with me, because
to-day AVE TECAIvE 1 ’ : ek
ay I have received the communion.” This Copiosus
Str.'ilfgh[w.l}' reported to the brethren in the monastery
hen the brethren carefully reckoned the days '1r;tl it
was rhi irti
: hll.lu very day on which the thirtieth oblation was made
nr. 1m. Copiosus did not know what the brethren were
(lf(’lng f”r_ his dead brother, and the brethren did not know
;mtl Copiosus had seen him ; yet at one and the same time
]u lo.lmmi what they had done and they learned what he
}]'1‘ seen, and the vision and the sacrifice harmonized. So
;u-' f;\(‘:t was plainly shown forth how that the brother who
Nz A = 0 3
."? died had escaped punishment through the salvation-
giving mass. = | :

Among the works of Gregory the Great, none was 30. Gregorys

more e r estee A - .
1ore highly esteemed than his ereat Commentary on :Iomhu, or
J ‘ommentary

the Book of _]ul).- his Moralia, as he entitled it The °" the Book
: of Job,

1 This 3
his is, perhaps, the earliest clear reference to masses for the souls

of the dead.
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The Scrip-
tures taken
in their
literal sense
are fitted for
the simple
minded, but
there isa
deeper alle-
gorical mean-
ing for the
wise.

Gregory's
ill health.

Gregory
justifies his
neglect of
grammar

and rhetoric.
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work is prefaced by a letter to a friend who had urged
him to undertake it. In spite of the burden of his other

responsibilities, Gregory, relying upon God’s aid, resolved

to attempt to give the deeper allegorical meaning as well

as the literal explanation.

For as the Word of God, by the mysteries which it con-
tains, exercises the understanding of the wise, so it often
nourishes the simple-minded by what presents itself on the
outside. It presenteth in open day that wherewith the little
ones may be fed ; it keepeth in secret that whereby men of
a loftier range may be held in wondering suspense. It is,
as it were, a kind of river, if I may so liken it, which is both
shailow and deep, wherein both the lamb may find a footing
and the elephant float at large.

This exposition being such as I have described, 1 have
transmitted it to your Blessedness for your inspection, not
because I have carried it out as worthily as I should, but
because I remember that I promised it at your request. In
which whatsoever your Holiness may discover that is languid
or unpolished, let it be excused, since, as is well known, I
was ill when I prepared it. When the body is worn out
with sickness, the mind being also affected, our efforts to
express ourselves grow weak.

For many years now I have been afflicted with frequent
pains in the bowels, and the powers of my stomach being
broken down, I am at all times and seasons weakly. Under
the influence of fevers, slow, but in constant succession, I
draw my breath with difficulty. . . . And perchance it was
by Divine Providence designed that 1, a stricken one, should
set forth Job stricken, and that, through being scourged
myself, T should the more perfectly enter into the feelings
of one that was scourged.

I beg, moreover, that in going through the statements of
this work you would not seek the foliage of elogquence
therein ; for by the sacred oracles the vanity of a barren
wordiness is purposely debarred those that treat thereof.

Pt o SRES
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- . . Hence that art of speaking which is conveyed by rules
of worldly training I have despised to observe - for as the
tenor of this epistle also will tell, I do not escape harsh-
sounding consonants, nor do I avoid barbarisms, and I pay
little attention to rhetorical situations and arrangements
and the cases of propositions. For I account it ver;far frorr;
meet to submit the words of the divine oracle to the rules
of Donatus?; neither are these observed by any of the
tr.anslalors thereof, in the authoritative text of ]l;)l}' Writ.
I\olw as my exposition takes its origin from thence, it is
plainly meet that this production, like a kind of offspring,
should wear the likeness of its mother. e

The manner of this allegorical interpretation, so pop-
ular throughout the Middle Ages, may be illustrated by
Gregory’s commentary on the statement that Job pu,;—
sessed, among other property, “five hundred yoke of
oxen and five hundred she asses.” :

We have said above that by the number fifty, which is
completed by seven weeks and the addition of an unit, rest
1s signified, and by the number ten the sum of perfection
is set forth. Now, forasmuch as the perfection of rest is
promised to the faithful, by multiplying fifty ten times, we
arrive at five hundred. But in Sacred Writ the title of
oxen sometimes represents the dullness of the foolish sort,
and sometimes the life of well-doers. For because the
stupidity of the fool is represented by the title of an ox,
Solomon says rightly, “ He goeth after her straightway, as
an ox goeth to the slaughter.” Again, that the life of every
laborer is set forth by the title of oxen, the precepts of
the Law are a testimony, which enjoined through Moses,
“Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the
corn.” And this again is declared in plain words, * The
labourer is worthy of his hire.”

1 . 3 ;
A grammarian, St. Jerome’s teacher, who wrote the elementary
grammar most widely used during the Middle Ages.

A reaction
against the
current
literary
Lombast.

An example
of allegorical
interpreta-
tion.
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ory’s insight
into human
nature
exhibited

in his
Pastoral
Charge.

8o Readings in European History

By the title of asses, too, we have rcprcs;em:ed ::',c{:lnitjntlﬁsi
the unrestrained indulgence of the w;mio:.u, bnrnf--tfln;bf 1:
simple-mindedness of the G.a.-nulcs ; for t]!.c‘lnf’:;t‘nc:,?tnis :;ia
is imaged by the designation of asses, as where 1 e
through Moses, “Thou shalt not plough wuh' m 0\: fo(l,].;
ass together.” As though he :‘.;ud_. “ Do not Jssc‘)m.utf l'l;l
and wise men together in preaching, lest by means !(), !]!i
who has no power to accomplish the wc_n_'k you hind ar‘?lr_nf
who has abundant power.” The unrestrained 1f1rlui;:-mﬁ u
the wanton is likewise set forth by the :mpull:;lmul u\f] “-Tt,:s'
as the prophet testifies when he says, “ whose flesh 1s z

> fle 5SES. _
lh(-\l}:m:ll\l {Ilf\‘:i: title of asses is shown the simplicity of the
sbiles. Hence. when the Lord went up to IifI‘lh.’l‘]tEE’-ﬂ, he
. For what is it for

Gentiles.
is related to have sat upon a young ass. rhatits o
him to come to Jerusalem sitting upon '.\n‘.\h_\-. exce pt.. : : ,1,
possession of the simple hearts of _lhy Gentiles to (.(Jl]l(‘ll(

them to the vision of peace, by ruling and nrclcrm'_r_: t_u‘m‘ i
And this is shown by one passage, and that 1 \cr-"x‘i-a;)\’
one, in that both the workmen of Judea are ra:p;ra.vn‘lfc : .}_\l
oxen, and the Gentile peoples by an ass, when ‘; llhl:»‘u;
by the prophet, “The ox knoweth his owner, :.mlt' l ur ?}h;
his master’s crib.” For who appears as the ox a.\;.lj;l_ :n?
Jewish people, whose neck was \\'urn_ by the y¢ ke i.]-fl n' ;\}e
And who was the ass but the Gentile world, f-\'hil h w .'l?\‘ :131
4 brute animal readily seduced by every deceiver, for he dic

< 3 R
not resist by exercise of reason?

The modern reader who may not find either the

. al is taste will, nevertheless,
Dialogues or the Moralia to his taste

that few works exhibit a deeper insight into human

agree _
g = iR e
character and motives than Gregory's 7 astoral Charge
in which he discourses on the difficult position of the
bishops :

It is hard for a preacher who is not loved, however right
may be his warnings, to be heard gladly. He, therefore,
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who is over others ought to study to be loved, that he

The preacher
may be heard ;

and yet not to seek his own popularity for f""“]‘;{“’-‘““
e z - - : 1 < limse)
itself, lest he be found by a secret usurpation in thought to

- . = beloved, but
oppose him whom by his office he appeareth to serve. This not seek

Paul well signifieth, when he maketh manifest to us the Popukrity
Z - 5 for its
secrets of his desires, s \ying,

“Even as I please all men in  own sake.
all things ”

; who nevertheless saith again, “ If 1 yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” Paul therefore
pleaseth and pleaseth not, because in that he desireth to
please, he seeketh not that he himself, but th

at through him
the Truth, should please men.

The spiritual guide ought also to know that vices for the Vices cloak
most part feign themselves to be virtues. For niggardliness themselves
often cloaketh itself under the name of frugality ; g
ness, on the other hand, hideth '

]'nmnt)'.

and lavish-
itself under the title of
Often an inordinate forgiveness is thought to be
kindness, and unbridled wrath is reckoned the virtue of
spiritual zeal. Often headlong action is supposed to be the
efficiency of speed, and slowness apes the deliberation of
Seriousness.

Hence the ruler of souls must needs distinguish with
watchful care between virtues and vices: lest either nig-
gardliness take possession of his heart, and he be delighted
to appear frugal in his distributions: or when a thing is
lavishly expended, he should boast himself as bountiful in
showing mercy; or by forgiving that which he ought to
smite, he should drag his subjects to eternal punishments:
or by smiting ruthlessly that which is wrong, he do more
grievous wrong himself; or by unreasonably hastening that
which might have been done duly and seriously, he should
render it of no esteem; or by putting off the merit of a good
action, he should change it for the worse.

Inasmuch, then, as we have shown what manner of man Many men
the pastor ought to be, let us now make known after what '::::r\i:“
manner he teacheth. For, as Gregory Nazianzen of rever- 5
end memory hath taught long before us, one and the same
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exhortation is not suited to all, because all are not bound
by the same manner of character. For ofttimes the things
which profit some are bad for others. Inasmuch as for the
most part the herbs also which feed some animals kill others;
and a gentle whistling which stilleth horses setteth dogs
astir: and the medicine which abateth one disease giveth
force to another; and the bread which strengtheneth the life
of the vigorous putteth an end to that of babes.

The speech, therefore, of teachers ought to be fashioned
according to the condition of the hearers, that it may both
be suited to each for his own needs, and yet may never
depart from the system of general edification. For what
are the attentive minds of the hearers but, as I may so say,
certain strings stretched tight on a harp which he that is
skillful in playing, to the end that he may produce a tune
which shall not be at variance with itself, striketh in various
And therefore the strings give back harmonious

ways ?
h one quill indeed but

melody because they are beaten wit
not with one stroke. Whence also every teacher, to the end
that he may edify all in the one virtue of charity, ought
to touch the hearts of his hearers out of one system of

teaching but not with one and the same address.
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