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CHAPTER VI
CHARLES MARTEL AND PIPPIN
I. THE KORAN

Mohammed apparently suffered from a cert ain nervous
which is often accompanied by hallucinations.

disorder oty
: : » was engaged m
When about forty years of age, as he was engagec E
a soli al ar Mecca, the
meditation upon a solitary mountain near Mecc

angel Gabriel appeared to him .:md uttered n\n."k\‘cs':ls&)-?-:

-‘th( first of the revelations from heaven which \\}L':;
to compose the Koran. Similar fllL‘ﬁ}QlSl'h t.;lrint ‘u\;. II: s
from time to time during his pcn@l?‘ of nervous (,%u L
ment. These he revealed to his friends and converts,
who committed them to memory and, in w'mnc-c;iu:‘cs,
wrote them down. It is probable that the prophet him-
self could neither read nor write. ; s

At the time of his death no collection had as }.(_l. }kilz
made of these inspired utterances ; 1.11«)\‘ had [;n]_'\l_],k[_:
recorded piecemeal on palm leaves, skins, :-1.}1!!!..1]( r”” 11LT:
of animals, and, above all, in the hv:u'l).-« of hl__a {n:flm\\‘t‘]_l.
The early caliphs, realizing that the Book of (;m. 1111{_,.1(]
(Jt]’lt]\\'i&il'_' be speedily lost, ordered that a man who ’!.i_l
acted as Mohammed's amanuensis should {-”l!]m_tl-lk-t:i
arrange the text. A second and mm'c‘ ‘_‘;m.-lfi .k.t 1 n} ,
: 660, was sent to all the chief cities in the€

made in . ’ L
and has remained the authorita

Mohammedan empire ot
‘ . <y r =Y 2 ¢ n(
tive text among all Mohammedans down to the prese

C b, e s
day.
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The revelations were strung together without regard
to the order in which Mohammed received them and
with little or no attention to their contents. The longer
suraks or chapters come first and then the short ones,
although chronologically the shorter were the earlier.
It is therefore not unnatural that the Koran should be
confused and often obscure, and in an English version
it is hard to perceive much of the marvelous eloquence
which recommends it to the Arab mind.

It is chiefly made up of repeated assertions of God's
unity and greatness and of the tutility and wickedness

of the worship of idols. There are frequent references
to the last judgment, to heaven and its delights, to hell
and the fate of those who stubbornly refuse to accept the
Koran as the word of God, and Mohammed as his prophet.
Many episodes from the Old and New Testaments are
given here and there, such as the stories of Abraham, of
Joseph, of Moses, of the birth of Jesus. Mohammed
could hardly have been acquainted with the Bible at
first hand, but must have gathered his knowledge of it
from the Jews and Christians settled in Arabia. The
Koran also embodies popular sayings and favorite
legends current among the desert tribes long before the
time of Mohammed. Some important rules of conduct
are also laid down.

“ Mohammed had not lived among the sheepfolds in
vain, and spent long solitary nights gazing at the silent
heaven and watching the dawn break over the mountains.
This earliest portion of the Koran is one long blazonry
of nature’s beauty. How can you believe in aught but
the One omnipotent God when you see this glorious world

around you and this wondrous tent of heaven above you?

Lane-Poole’s
view of
Mohammed’s
character.




i
?
:
%
i
|
:
.{: |
i
{
l
:
?
i
{

48. Passages
from the
Koran. The
opening
prayer.

The angel
Gabriel
extols the
divineWord,
which he
reveals to
Mohammed,
and de-
nounces
unbelievers.

116 Readings in European History

is Mohammed’s frequent question to his countrymen.
< All things in heaven and earth supplicate him; then
which of the bounties of the Lord will ye deny?’ .

« In conclusion, let us banish from our minds any con-
ception of the Koran as a code of laws, or a systematic
exposition of a creed. It is neither frf lhcs(:.- Let us
only think of a simple enthusiast confronted with many
:mii varied difficulties, and trying to meet them as best
he could by the inward light that guided him. The
cuidance was not perfect, we know, and there is much
.ﬂml is blameworthy in Mohammed; but whatever we
believe of him, let it be granted that his errors were
not the result of premeditated imposition, but were the
mistakes of an ignorant, impressible, superstitious, but

nevertheless noble and great man.

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds !

The Compassionate, the Merciful !

King of the day of judgment!

Thee we worship, and Thee we ask for help.

Guide us in the straight way, :

The way of those to whom Thou art gracious; :
Not of those upon whom is Thy wrath, nor of the erring.

In the name of the merciful and rump.ngiun:\te_(ind.
That is the book!! there is no doubt therein; a guide Eﬂ
the pious, who believe in the unseen, and are st(.‘:‘:dfasl m
prayer, and of what we have given them expend in alms;
who believe in what is revealed to thee, and what was
revealed before thee, and of the hereafter they are sure.
These are in guidance from their Lord, and these are the

PTOsSpEerous.

1 Namely, the book which Gabriel, the speaker, is revealing.
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Verily, those who misbelieve, it is the same

to them if ye
warn them or if ye warn them not,

they will not believe.
God has set a seal upon their hearts and on their hearing ;
and on their eyes is dimness, and for them is grievous woe.
10 say, * We }r-‘lir\'('
": but I]ll.‘_\ do not believe. 'i‘lll_')'
would deceive God and those who do

There are, indeed, those among men wi
in God and in the last day

i)tii‘.'\i" but 1}11.‘_‘,'
deceive only themselves and they do not perceive. In their
hearts is a sickness, and God has made them still more
sick, and for them is grievous woe because they lied.

And if ye are in doubt of what we have revealed unto our
servant, then bring a chapter like it, and call your witnesses

other than God if ye tell truth. But if ye do it not, and ye

shall surely do it not, then fear the fire. whose fuel is men

and stones, prepared for misbelievers, But bear the glad
tidings to those who believe and work righteousness, that
for them are gardens beneath which rivers low. Whenever
they are provided with fruit therefrom they say, “This is
what we were provided with before. and they shall be pro-
vided with the like; and there are pure wives for them
therein, and they shall dwell therein for AYERE S

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the M reiful

Have we not made the earth as a bed?
And the mountains as tent-pegs ?

And created you in pairs,

And made you sleep for rest,

And made the night for a mantle,

And made the day for bread-winning,
And built above you seven firmaments,
And put therein a burning lamp,

And sent down water pouring from the squeezed clouds
To bring forth grain and herb withal,
And gardens thick with trees?

Lo ! the Day of Decision is appointed —
The day when there shall be a blowing of the trumpet, and
ye shall come in troops,




Description
of the bliss
of heaven
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pains of hell.
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And the heavens shall be opened, and be full of gates,
And the mountains shall be removed, and turn into mist.
Verily hell lieth in wait,

The goal for rebels,

To abide therein for ages;

They shall not taste therein coolness nor drink,

Save scalding water and running sores, —

A meet reward !

Verily they did not expect the reckoning,

And they denied our signs with lies;

But everything have we recorded in a book : —

When the earth shall be shaken in a shock,

And the mountains shall be powdered in powder,
And become like flying dust,

And ye shall be three kinds.

Then the people of the right hand — what people of good

omen !

And the people of the left hand — what people of ill omen!

And the outstrippers, still outstripping : —

These are the nearest [to God],

In gardens of delight;

A crowd of the men of yore,

And a few of the latter days;

Upon inwrought couches,

Reclining thereon face to face.

Youths ever young shall go unto them round about

With goblets and ewers and a cup of flowing wine,

Their heads shall not ache with it, neither shall they be
confused ;

And fruits of their choice,

And flesh of birds to their desire;

And damsels with bright eyes like hidden pearls, —

A reward for what they have wrought.

They shall hear no folly therein, nor any sin,

1

But only the greeting, “ Peace! peace’
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And the people of the right hand — what people of good
omen !

Amid thornless lote-trees,

And bananas laden with fruit,

And shade outspread,

And water flowing,

And fruit abundant,

Never failing, nor forbidden, . .

But the people of the left hand — what people of ill omen ! —

Amid burning wind and scalding water,

And a shade of black smoke,

Not cool or grateful !

Verily before that they were prosperous;

But they persisted in the most grievous sin,

And used to say,

“When we have died, and become dust and bones, shall we
indeed be raised again,

And our fathers, the men of yore,”

Say : Verily those of yore and of the latter days

Shall surely be gathered to the trysting-place of a day which
is known. -

Then ye, O ye who err and call it a lie,

Shall surely eat of the tree of Zakkum,

And fill your bellies with it, :

And drink upon it scalding water, -

Drink like the thirsty camel :

This shall be their entertainment on the Day of Judgment!

We came out with the prophet, with a part of the army, Fighting for
the faith

and a man p_\:-.m-ri }»_\ a cavern in which was water .HH‘ VEer-
better than

dure, and he said in his heart, “ I shall stay here, and retire __. ..
from the world.” Then he asked the prophet’s permission rl'r"wm the

to live in the cavern; but he said, “ Verily I have not been ‘mditional

sent on the Jewish religion, nor the Christian, to quit the \\;:,;:‘::n:r]
delights of society; but I have been sent on the religion not included
inclining to truth, and that which is easy, wherein is no diffi- e
r:ulr.y or ;11151Cri1y_ [ swear by God, in w i'mm- hand is my life, pRue

that marching about morning and evening to fight for religion
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rything that is in it: and
is better than the world and everything that is in 'lt] t
\jerih‘ the standing of one of you in the line of battle 1s be ;Ll’
th-md SUpPErerog itory prayers purturmcd in your house for
= o o ut = i 4

sixty years.

i TirST OF THE CAROLINGIAN LINE,
1I. How PippiN, THE FIRST OF T}
pECAME KING OF FRANCE

The Franks in olden times were \\'nnl' tu <-hs>(.1:~_u_' liilil-Alzj .kl.l(lfls-
from the family of the M t:m\']n;l.ms. Ihis !H)J‘I] -]l“iL_ 1$ (i o
sidered to have come to an end in the person Tnf (t n[c :[_V)h‘__n'
who was deposed from the throne by command of Stej ;

iff: hi i : and he was
the Roman pontiff; his long hair was cut off an

st 1 z onastery. :
lh[,]'\l;llllltlvln::illlil::- line of the T\lu's.n\’in;;i;msl Mtlmn'\:-tm];:(.lI\:‘,I:i:
('hililcric: it had nevertheless ful_ some time l]l’{‘\ltil.lh )' ”: i
so utterly wanting in power 1h];u it lh.ul displayed no ma

alty exce » empty kingly title.

}”-\‘l\i:l[)t;nﬁtl-:j:;tu:::'i'-'-‘sutiuu{l |;u\.\\"t' of the kingdom il‘.ltl });}5;;(;3
inl.n the control of the prefects of the palace, who we r.:_ (l;.
and who employed the supreme

1
r > paldace,
the “mayors of the palac He hiad to.col

1 lothing w ft to the king.
authority. Nothing was idt. ) th g S,
tent himself with his royal title, his flowing ) 3@ 1 g
Seated in a chair of state, he was wont to {{1\5] ay an
el ; ivi lgn aSS: s on
by receiving foreign ambassador

beard.
alx I WET ;
appearance of pov : ig : doe
lp'l*ir arrival, and, on their departure, giving them, as ¢
o ythori . answers which he had been taught
his own authority, those answers
or commanded to give. ‘ e
Thus, except for his empty title, and an unu.rl.’.lm f
S 1 fect o > palace use
ance for his subsistence, which the prgfu,i} L';f 1.]1{.] p1 e il
to 1 : i ere was ng tha >
ish ¢ leasure, there was nothing .
to furnish at his pleas ! gthigs g
could call his own, unless 1t were the income fl’()!lll.l ; I;e
: ‘ | - 5 - ‘ - 1S No
farm. and that a very small one, where he m\.uh. 1]' On.
ad ' ; : 0 W2 im con-
and where such servants as were needful to wait on 11 3
: : e f > We anywhere
stituted his scanty household. When he went 11}5 e
: . roke (e rith 'a
traveled in a wagon drawn by a yoke of oxen, W
p

1 Maiores domus.
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oxherd for charioteer. In this manner he proceeded to the
palace, and to the public assemblies of the people held every
year for the dispatch of the business of the kingdom, and he
returned home again in the same sort of state. The admin-
istration of the kingdom, and every matter which had to be

undertaken and carried through, both at home and abroad,

was managed by the mayor of the palace,

In the year of the Incarnation of our Lord, 7

750, Pippin
sent ambassadors to Pope Zacharias to ask his opinion in

the matter of the kings of the Franks. who. though of the
royal line, and called kings, enjoyed in truth no power in the
realm except that official documents were issued in their
name. Otherwise they were destitute of power
what the mayor of the palace told them.

Only upon the day when the people, according to
usage, were wont to bring
March Field, did the king,

» and did only

ancient
gifts to their sovereign on the

surrounded by the army, sit in

his chair, the mayor of the palace standing before him, and

proclaim such laws as had been established by the Franks.

The next day he returned home, and stayed there during the
remainder of the year.

Pope Zacharias, therefore, in virtue of apostolic authority,

etter and more
advantageous that he should be king and be called king
who had the power rather than he who was f
king.

told the ambassadors that he judged it 1

alsely called

The said pontiff accordingly enjoined the king and the
people of the Franks that Pippin, who already exercised
the regal power, should be called king and raised to the
throne,

And this was done by St. Boniface, the archbishop, who
anointed him king in the city of Soissons. And so it came
about that Pippin was called king, while Childeric

, falsely
called kiuf', was shaven and sent to the monastery,
=

)=

! It appears from other sources that it was in 752 —not 750 — that
Pippin received the kingly crown from the hand of Boniface.

50. Pope
Zacharius
authorizes
the corona-
tion of
Pippin.
(From The
Lesser Annals
of Lorsch.)
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5 5 of
(753) In this year Pope Stephen [the hs_u;:c:f:bsr)r“ l
fony Cing Pippin in the town which is callec
1 ¢ y n in the tov
Zacharias] came to King ]‘IP])]' : O
(i beg protection for himself and the
Kiersey, to beg p ,l : i
> attacks of the LLombards. :
from the attacks o rd . - o
(754) Pope Stephen, after King Pippin had assulrralq l_
R > ‘onsecrate m f¢
tlnlhl’w would defend the Roman church, consecratec 11;; ]
: i i im his two sons, Kar
the honor of the royal dignity, and with him his two sons,

at winter in Francia.
and Carloman; and the pope spent that winter In

r YD DT R
S g STEPHEN, AND KING PIPPIN
I1I. Tae LomBARDS, POPE STEPHEN, A

1 B S ave 2 g W tht_‘
Pope Stephen was driven, as we have seen, by
‘ ards > court
threatening attitude of the Lombards to wvisit the
: g at

of Pippin in search of help. The Frankish king, with

- F i - 3 1
th ;ll ])l l);i 1 k = UnNCHors, mea !L, dll (..\I Ll_i” 101 )
e ap 10 11S ( 1n Tac MW tc

Ttaly in 75z, defeated the Lombards, and forced Aistulf,
iy P il =

their king, to promise that he would rc!ml'n all }!m lm\ln‘L
tory about Rome and never invade the region Flg.L;ltl.hm;U
Pippin had hardly recrossed the J-—\.]];.-; when ‘\lh.‘ﬁl.i. b
his treaty and attacked Rome. i]h“ if' pe then ‘l,;!l_:‘n:m
to Pippin, in successive letters, describing 1h-n.- df—\‘;-i,_;_‘l §
wrought by the Lombards and the desperate pligh

the city. Of these letters the following is a sample:

I/ 7 7 7 Son fI J(i
Y75 1 4 ost excellent lord, F .rﬂ"fur." our § 7]
52. A letter Pope .'\Flf’}h n fo the mos .

of Pope
Stephen III
describing
the atroci-
ties of the
Lombards
(756)-

3 5 e s
kinsman in the spirif, King of the Franks and Patrican
CENS L : 00
of the Romans : : s Lo o 3
Woeful and bitter is the distress in which we h.nd ou

3 : - s S e . ~reas-
selves : our difficulties and anxieties are l,UT]St;lI}U} mcn,‘h
; : h floods ars.  “ Who could witness suc
ing and call forth floods of tears.

t lill]l&“il 15 \1[)(1 10t mourn ! W I'IC(Hlld ]1"!. ten to our calam-

ities ; wail ? . .
ities and not bewail ? e ‘ k
We must believe, however, most Christian and excelle

D Y 1 2852 oW
son. that all our sorrows are known to your lllghne_&-sl. !].
e : : : - A o g e ine
the treaties of peace have been broken by the ac Lurm,(dlx g

R ok i ions have bee srved even
istulf, how none of the stipulations have been observe
Aistulf, how
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when confirmed by the most solemn oath, how the Lombards
have desolated all our lands and committed many murders,
And now thou knowest, O most excellent son and spiritual
kinsman, thou knowest what we would say with many tears
and much sorrow of heart.

The very first of January all the army of this same Aistulf,
king of the Lombards, gathered from the confines of Tuscany,
against the city of Rome, and encamped close to the gate
of the blessed apostle Peter and the gate of St. Pancratius
and the Ostian gate. Then Aistulf himself joined his army,
with further reenforcements, and pitched his tents beside
the Salarian gate and other gates. And he drew up his
army and said to us Romans: 'pen to me the Salarian gate
that I may enter the city ; and deliver your pontiff into my
hands. Then I will have mercy upon you. If you do not
these things, I will destroy your walls, and put you to the
sword. And I will see who can deliver you out of my
hands.” .

They have wasted with fire and sword, far and wide, all
the lands outside the city, and have burned the churches of
God, and have cast the most holy images of the saints into
the fire, and destroyed them. And they have put that holy
treasure, the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, into their own
polluted vessels and, sated with abundance of meat, they ate
this blessed treasure. The altar cloths and other ornaments
of the churches of God— oh. too infamous to tell! they
bore away and used for their own purposes.

The monks, servants of God, who dwelt in mountains for
the praise of God, they beat with many blows, and many of
them they cut to pieces. And they seized nuns and recluses
dedicated from their earliest years to the cloister, and sub
jected them to the most cruel abuses, so that some of them
Were seen to perish. They have cut off vines well-nigh to
the roots, and have altogether destroyed the harvests. There
i1s no chance of safety for the household of our holy church,
nor for any one indeed who remains in the city of Rome. . .

Now for five and fifty days they have besieged and sur-
rounded on every side this afflicted city of Rome; and this
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wicked Aistulf will kill us all with one sword. For so he
has sworn with rage, and has cast this in our teeth: * Behold,
you were surrounded by us and could not escape out of our
clutches. Now let the Franks come and wrest you from our
grasp.” . Therefore hear me, O son — hear and help us.
Behold, now is the time to save us.
O most Christian king!

Save us lest we perish,
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