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Rhine with a strong force of bowmen, and, drawing them-
selves up in battle array, awaited the attack of the emperor
with stout hearts. When the emperor observed their
bravery he took counsel with his followers and determined
to draw out the battle until evening, when the enemy, sup-
posing his troops to be worn out, would begin to withdraw
and so be the more easily overcome.

In the meanwhile the cavaliers of both sides had a free
field and rode against one another as if they were taking
part in a spectacle; but when a great cloud of arrows
came showering in from the side of the Cologne people the
knights of the enemy fell dead or wounded. There was in
the emperor’s army a corps whose armor was made of horn
and so could not be pierced by iron. When these removed
their armor, however, in order to get a little air, for it was
very hot, they were immediately covered with arrows, and
all but six fell on the spot.

When the emperor saw that the enemy did not give way
but steadily held its own, he decided that he would yield
the field, since the position proved ill chosen, and accord-
ingly retreated that night behind the Wagenburg. The next
day he directed his army against Bonn and Jiilich, two forti-
fied places belonging to Cologne, and plundered and burned
everything within reach,

On his return, Archbishop Frederick, Duke Gottfried of
Lorraine, Henry of Zutphen, and Count Theodoric of Are
intercepted him with great bravery, but in vain, for some of
the most distinguished on their side — Count Gerhard of
Julich and Lambert of Mulenarke — were taken prisoners,
and Eberhard of Gandernol, a valorous man, was killed. But
when Count Frederick of Westphalia and his brother Henry
came up with heavy reénforcements the emperor was forced
to give way and barely escaped the pursuing enemy by
flight.

For the third time the combatants met in a great engage-
ment on the plain of Andernach, nine miles from Cologne,
and here the people of Cologne won the victory, as is their
wont. The emperor had under his standard a very strong
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force, footmen as well as cavalry, made up of Saxons, Fran-
conians, Alemannians, and Bavarians, as well as valorous
knights from Burgundy. He appeared before Andernach
with this mighty host, but proposed to fight the battle with
the help of his dukes, for he himself took no part, but
awaited the outcome of the conflict at a little distance.

Then appeared the ranks of Cologne in battle array, far
fewer in number but nowise inferior in bravery, under the
leadership of their duke and archbishop, Frederick, and of
the former Duke Henry of Lorraine, Count Theodoric of
Are, Count Henry of Kessel, and others equally valorous
and well versed in war. In the first onset Duke Henry,
with a small detachment, rushed upon a far superior mass
of the enemy, but was forced to retreat to his camp.

Then amid a frightful din of trumpets both armies, eager
for the conflict, set upon each other, and for a long time
the struggle remained undecided. At last the chosen youth
of Cologne, in a wild rage, resolved either to conquer or die,
and began to slash about them with fearful effect, so that
the enemy was compelled to flee. Then Count Theodoric,
a brave knight to whom the victory was chiefly due, since he
had pressed forward with his followers against the enemy
like a lion, began a fearful slaughter on all sides.

Many free men of knightly rank were killed or taken pris-
oners. Duke Bertolf of Carinthia, a faithful adherent of the
emperor, was captured and taken in charge by Count The-
odoric himself. None of the leaders on the side of Cologne
were either killed or captured except Count Henry of Kessel,
an excellent man, who, through the turpitude of his follow-
ers, fell under the horses’ hoofs and perished. He was hon-
orably buried in Cologne near the cathedral of St. Peter.

In describing the events of the year 1187, toward the
end of the reign of Frederick -Barbarossa, 7/e Greater
Annals of Cologne report another incident which serves
to indicate that no great degree of mutual confidence

existed as yet between the city and the emperor.
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: In the bishopric of Cologne there was fearful apprehension.
I'he rumor had spread that the emperor wished to lead an
army through the territory of Cologne, ostensibly to aid the
French king, but really with the purpose of surrounding
an}i laying siege to the city. He had already constructed bi
b_ndge of boats and planks over the Moselle in order that
11}15 troops _migl:tl (‘rrmh,] Excited by this, the townspeople put

1€ moat 1n order and set to work to construct new g .
The archbishop supplied his people with guards and ;;:::
sions and saw to the walls and moats of his various towns.

Now the archbishop was not on especially good terms
with the emperor, since he seemed rather to incline to the
.side of the pope, who was hostile to the imperial party; and
it was this suspicion of the emperor’s disfavor that led the
lpcup%u to accept his rumored plans as true. Nevertheless
it is clear that the emperor was not at this time planning
to attack Cologne, and consequently he was much irri{:ll(:;
when he learned of the excitement and preparations.

On the day of the Assumption he held a diet at Worms

and complained, in the presence of the princes, of the con-
d_uct of the archbishop of Cologne and the people of that
city, who had dared to bar his way through a part of his
realm and had circulated such a shameful rumor about him
throughout the Roman Empire. In consequence of this he
had caused the Rhine to be blocked since the festival of
St. James, so that the people of Cologne could not procure
the grain and wine which usually reached them by river.
_ At this time a mighty feud prevailed between Bishop
Baldwin of Utrecht and Count Otto of Geldern over Veluwe.
I'!n:- and murder raged, and it was said that all this happened
with the approbation of the emperor, for during the feud
neither of the parties engaged could bear aid to the people
of Cologne, nor could any ships pass up the river.

The excellent annals of Liege throw much light on
the troubles which were constantly arising between the
townspeople and their bishop or the neighboring secular
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lords, commonly over matters of feudal dues and feudal

dependence.

In this year [1203] the burghers of Huy rose against
their bishop [of Liege] on account of a certain due which
he had claimed in an unjust manner. They took possession
of the apparatus for carrying on a siege, which was coming
by ship from Namur. The vessel they dragged overland to
the market place; they barricaded the entrance and exit to
the burg. But soon they repented and all betook themselves
to Liege, where they rendered satisfaction barefooted to the
bishop in the presence of the clergy and people.

A bitter feud broke out between Duke Henry of Louvain
and Count Louis of Los over a certain due paid by the town
of St. Trond. This town belonged to the bishop of Metz;
he had taken it from the count of Los and given it to the
duke. But the people of St. Trond rose in opposition and
would not yield to the duke. Now Count Louis of Les
proceeded to grant all his towns, namely, Montenaken,
Brusthem, Hallut, and all the land he controlled, to [the
church of]] St. Lambert. He offered all these at the altar
of the church as a legal gift before clergy and people, and
in the presence of the bishop, Duke Henry of Ardennerland
and Count Henry of Moha. He then received the lands
again from the hand of the bishop as a fief. The bishop
took possession on St. John’s day of the aforementioned
towns and the lands.

As the harvest approached the duke [of Louvain | sum-
moned his forces and proposed to lay siege to the town of
St. Trond. He set up his tent in the village of Landen and
remained a week there, destroyed the crops in the region in
a manner hard to believe, and assembled a great number of
soldiers. The count of Los, however, went to the bishop,
whose man he had lately become, and asked his help. He also
oot together from his own lands and elsewhere heavy reén-
The bishop ordered his dependents—knights,
‘to defend him, and

forcements.
burghers, and those of his household
ordered the count to be at a village called Waremme on a
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certain d:.l}'. .I‘ht,"\' all came together accordingly and took
their station in the said village. There they awaited the
outcome, hoping rather for war than peace. “In the mean-
time negotiations were carried on for a week at a place
bct\\.ccn Montenaken and Landen, but in spite of the inter-
vention of the clergy, who tried to bring about an adjust-
ment, no peaceful settlement could be reached. At Ia‘s-l
the count of Namur intervened and effected an nrmi&;tic;:
which the others had been unable to arrange., : !
[ During the succeeding years there was :.1:_) end of dis-
order, due mainly to feudal complications. Finally, in 1212
on the 1st of May the burghers of Lieoe sallied forth ~I‘t‘)
fight Duke Henry of Brabant h

: : But the next day they
returned in disorder and fright. e "

. The third day the town
was invested and immediately taken and pi]l.i;,:u;], On the
fourth and fifth days the enemy robbed the people of ali
their gold, silver, and everything in the way of valuables:
women and girls were carried off to ii!u‘t'ncln)"h‘ mm[;
and many burghers taken prisoners. On the sixth day the
burghers who were left concluded a peace, but a miserable
one; on the seventh day the army withdrew from Liece : on
the eighth it laid siege to Musal. but did not take ih(:um'n.
Waleffe, on the contrary, was turned over deserted to the
duke. A week after Ascension day the army of the duke re-
turned home. The count of Namur demanded some security
that the duke would keep the peace, for he feared the duke’s
power. The bishop kept in hiding with a few followers.
The next year, however, fortune favored the people
of Liege, who under their bishop gained a glorious vic-
After

a very full account of the affair, our chronicler closes

tory over the duke of Brabant and his armv.

his report of the year with peaceful news of progress.

This account of the year must come to an end. But I
will first tell of three useful products which we have discov-
ered and which are well worth mentioning. I mean the
marl, which is good for enriching the soil ; the black earth,
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which is much like charcoal and is very useful to smths
and other workers as well as to the poor people for making
fires; lastly, lead, which has been found in several places

near us.

II. Orto oF FREISING'S ACCOUNT OF THE ITALIAN CITIES

Otto, bishop of Freising and uncle of Frederick
Barbarossa, may be safely assigned the highest T'El‘nk
among the historians of the twelfth century. In writing
his great Chronicle, or History of the \\'1.»rlcl. he doubt-
icns‘ allowed himself to be too much influenced by
Augustine’s City of God and by the ;_;i'_nsmr\"thcc.al'_\_‘ of
Augustine’s pupil Orosius,® who set out to discover all
the evil he could in the past; but Otto nevertheless ex-
hibits a good deal of critical ability at h?nc.s and shu\\_s
really remarkable philosophical insight in some of his

reflections. It would tax the skill of a modern historian

better to state the conditions in Italy at the advent of
Frederick Barbarossa than does Otto in t]w‘['):sss:f.}_fe
oiven below. This is taken from his Deeds of f‘)’c‘{/('?_‘.r'(a{’.
:'hich he undertook after the completion of his (W}zrn:{/«" ;
but he lived only long enough to present the first four
years of his nephew’s reign. In n-sprmwAtu a request
;\'hiL‘II he sent to the emperor for information in regard

to his career, he received a letter which opens as follows :

Frederich, by the grace of God Emperor of f/:’-'- /\'N.’#)‘dﬂ.\‘/r??.’-rl;
at all times Augmenter of the reaim, -hi his well-beloved
Uncle Otto, with his favor and best wishes:

The Chronicle which you have affectionately sent to us
and which your Wisdom has compiled, or rather hr(»u;-;hl_(?u:i
of dark oblivion into luminous harmony, we have receive

1 See above, p. 58.
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with extraordinary pleasure : we hope after the fatigues of
war to refresh ourselves with it from time to time, and
by means of the noble deeds of the €mMperors rouse our-
selves to similar acts of virtue,

As to what we have done since the opening of our reign,
that we would gladly state briefly for your information were
it not that in comparison with the deeds of earlier times
wrought by the famous men of the past, ours seem but
shadows of deeds. But since we are aware that your re-
markable ability enables you to exalt humble things and to
write much about unimportant matters, we consent to nar-
rate in a few words the little that we have done in the
Roman Empire during a period of five years. In so doing
we rely more upon your flattering presentation than upon
any merit of our own.?

The extraordinary account of the Italian cities as they
existed in the middle of the twelfth century, which Otto
of Freising gives, shows that they already exhibited
many of the traits which distinguished them in later
centuries. Of their bad habits none is more striking
than their readiness to call in foreigners to aid them in
settling their perpetual broils. Milan, it will be noted,
had already begun the career of conquest, which was later
to make her one of the most important states of Italy.

[ The Lombards after their arrival in [taly ] gradually laid
aside their fierce barbarian customs and intermarried with
the natives. Thus their children have derived from the
mothers’ race, and from the character of the country and the
climate, something of Roman culture and civilization, and
retain the elegance and refinement of Latin speech and
manner.

In the government of the cities and in the management
of civil affairs they also imitate the skill of the ancient

! Then follows the emperor's dry summary, in four or five pages, of
the previous five years.
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Romans. Furthermore they love liberty ‘so well that, to
guard against the abuse of power, they choose to be ruled
by the authority of consuls rather than by princes. They
are divided into three classes, namely, ¢ captains,” vavasors,
and the people. To prevent the growth of class pride, the
consuls are chosen from each class in turn, and, for fear that
they may yield to the lust of power, they are changed nearly
every year.
It has come to pass that almost the whole country belongs
of which forces the inhabitants of her
One can hardly find, within
ance who does not
In order that there
\nizing over their neigh-
and honorable

to the cities, each
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In one respect they are unmindful of their ancient nobil-
ity and betray their barbarian origin; for, although they
ing under law, they do not obey the law. They

boast of liv
their ruler submissively, although it is

rarely or never receive
their duty to show .him willing and - respectful obedience.
They do not obey the decrees that he issues by virtue of his
legal powers, unless they are made to feel his aunthority by
the presence of his great army. Although, in a civilized
state, the citizens should submit to law, and only an enemy
should be coerced by force, yet they often greet with hostil-
ity him whom they ought to receive as their own gracious
prince, when he comes to demand his own.

This situation brings double evil on the state. The prince’s
gathering together an army to
though forced to
The

attention is occupied with
subdue the townsmen, and the citizens,
obey the prince, waste their resources in the struggle.
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matters came up for discussion in consequence of the com-
plaints that were made from this quarter and from that.
The bishop of Asti and William, marquis of Monteferrat,—a
noble and great man and almost the only baron in Italy that
has kept himself independent of the cities,— both made
grave complaints of the insolence of the people of Asti, and
the marquis complained also of the people of Chieri.

The consuls from Como and Lodi also gave accounts cal-
culated to draw tears of their long-endured sufferings under
Milan’s oppression, and this in the presence of the consuls
from Milan, Obert de Orto and Gerard Niger. The emperor,
who wished to visit the region of northern Italy and look
into these matters, kept these two consuls with him to con-
duct him through the Milanese territory and help in the
choice of convenient places to camp. There came also to
this assembly ambassadors from the Genoese, who had
recently returned laden with the spoils of the Saracens
from Spain, where they had conquered the well-known cities
of Almeria and Lisbon, famed for the manufacture of silk
stuffs. They brought to the emperor lions, ostriches, par-
rots, and other valuable gifts.

Frederick, wishing, as we have said, to see something of
northern Italy, led his troops forth from Roncaglia and set
up his camp in the territory of Milan. The Milanese con-
suls aforementioned led him about, however, through arid
regions where provisions were neither to be found nor pro-
cured at any price, and the emperor was thereby so angered
that he determined to turn his arms against Milan, first
ordering the consuls to return home. The whole army, dis-
tressed by great floods of rain, was so exasperated by the
double discomfort of hunger and bad weather that they did

everything in their power to increase the emperor’s irritation
Another thing which contrib-

against the consuls aforesaid.
uted not a little to his indignation was the fact that the
Milanese not only refused to permit the towns that Milan
had destroyed to be rebuilt, but they insulted his noble and
upright character by offering him money to bribe him to
condone their villany.

The Holenstaufen Emperors and the I ‘opes 307

ITI. STRUGGLE OVER THE THRONE BETWEEN PHILIP
AND OTtrO

In the year of our Lord 1198 there arose among the
German princes a great feud and a most terrific struggle
over the throne. To begin with, the archbishops of Cologne
and Treves claimed that the choice of a king belonged of
right to them; and after taking counsel at Andernach with
Duke Bernhard of Saxony and with other bishops, counts,
and many nobles, they gave notice of an assembly to be
held in Cologne, on Oculi Sund 1y,! to which was :1I;;n sum-
moned Duke Bertolf of Zihringen, whom they thought of
choosing for king. g

So few came to the assembly that it was impossible to
carry out their plan ; at the same time they received news
that the eastern margraves, together with Duke Bernhard of
Saxony, the archbishop of Magdeburg, and other princes of
Upper Germany, had met at Erfurt to choose the new king.
Thereupon they sent Bishop Hermann of Miinster and other
men of note to the assembled princes to beg them not to
make any choice in their absence but to meet with them
at some place to be agreed upon, in order that they might
together choose a worthy emperor and protector of the
Church, acceptable to God.

When the messengers arrived at the assembly, they learned
that the princes had already agreed upon Duke l’l-liiip. the
[late] emperor’s brother, and chosen him as king. So they
returned, and reported what had happened to their bish()ps:.
who were thereby highly incensed, for no king had ever
before been chosen in Saxony, nor by these princes. . . .
It is, nevertheless, certain that Duke Philip sent messen-
gers to the archbishop of Cologne, offering him much and
promising still more if he would ratify his election. This
the bishop absolutely refused to do, for he felt that iff would
be neither safe for him nor honorable ; and, after holding

1 Namely, March 1st, the day on which a portion of the church service
begins with the word ocuii.
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a consultation, he chose as king, Otto the Pious, count of
Poitou, son of the late duke Henry [the Lion] of Saxony.*.

Duke Philip, driven by the necessity of strengthening his
cause to seek help on every side, succeeded by means of gifts
in gaining the support of most of the princes. He made
himself master of the royal towns, had all the people do him
homage, assumed the title of king, and, on the Sunday after
Easter, entered Worms wearing the crown. In Lower Ger-
many, he sought to gain the favor of the nobles of Lorraine,
among whom Walrav, son of Duke Henry of Limburg, came
over to his side and was invested by him with a royal castle
called Berinstein, as a fief.

At Cologne about this time, a star was visible at about
the ninth hour,® which was considered by all as a good
omen for their king who was chosen there three days after
the star appeared. Hastening to Aix-la-Chapelle — the
royal residence — to be consecrated, he found the city hos-
tile to him and garrisoned with the troops of Duke Philip
under the above-mentioned Walrav. He undertook the
siege of the town and with great effort and expense brought
it to submission. Upon his entry he was consecrated by
Archbishop-Adolph of Cologne and placed upon the throne.

Even Walrav was taken into his good graces and now
received from him, as a fief, and as a token of reconcilia-
tion. the same castle of Berinstein with which he had already
been invested by Duke Philip. The archbishop, however,
who conceived this to be a menace to his territory, con-
quered and destroyed the castle. Walray, estranged thereby
from King Otto, returned to his allegiance to Duke Philip,
and, in all the wretched confusion to which Germany now
fell a prey, he was an instigator and leader.

Toward the beginning of October, King Philip got to-
gether a very large army and, with the King of Bohemia
and his other allies, took up a position on the river Moselle,

1 Otto had been given Poitou as a fief by his uncle, Richard the

Lion-hearted of England
2 Between three and four o’clock in the afternoon.
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with the intention of moving into Lower Germany and devas-
tating the bishopric of C (;IOL,IIL' King Otto and the arch-
bishop of Cologne also gathered together their adherents and
encamped on the opposite bank of the river. The citizens
of (;()]Ogll(f came too, in well armed and well manned boats,
] For some time the outcome seemed doubtful for neither
side dared to attack the other.
his followers took courage and atte mpted to effect a crossing,
while the forces from Lorraine m.ult a stand against lhcm
in the river itself. The battle continued until nightfall with
\';lr_}_'m;: fortunes. The following morning the Lorrainers
retired to their camp, thinking it unwise to measure their
own small forces against the innumerable host of the enemy,
who immediately crossed the river.

Philip’s
Finally, King Philip and troops devas
tate the land

They gave the men of
Lorraine, who prepared to make a stand at Andernach, no
opportunity for an engagement, but -laid waste the land far
and wide with fire and sword. Refagen and Bonn, with
many outlying villages, were burned to the ground, and there
Was no one to stay the ravages of the enemy, for ev ery one
fled before them to the most strongly fortified places.

The atrocities which they committed in their brutal inso-

lence are too revolting to relate.

Atrocities
I will describe but a single committed
case among many, which will furnish some notion of the rest Dy e
A nun whom they I i ; R
A m they had stripped of her clothing was covered

with honey and rolled in feathers ; in this horrible condition

:sh‘c was placed on a horse with her face toward the beast’s

tail. When they had paraded this ridiculous, or rather,
lamentable, spectacle for several days the matter came to

King Philip’s ears. He, in holy indignation, had all who

had taken any part in the affair drrmnu:l in boiling water.
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