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Nevertheless the merciful Virgin, overcome by their

prayers, summoned the demons who had caused the deed and
they had caused the scandal

it to an end. As they were
ands, after much anxiety and
to remove the in-

enjoined upon them that, as
to religion, they must bring
not able to resist her comm
various conferences, they found a way
In the night they placed the monk in his church,

famy.
efore, they

and, repairing the broken receptacle as it was b
placed the treasure in it. Also after replacing the money
in it they closed and locked the chest which the matron had

opened. And they set the woman in her room and in the

place where she

When the monks found the treasure of ti
and their brother praying to God just as he had been accus-
tomed to do, and the husband saw his wife, and the money
as it had been before, they became stupefied
Rushing to the prison, they saw the monk
in fetters just as they had left them; for
d into the

was accustomed to pray by night.
1eir monastery,

was found just
and wondered.
and the woman
one of the demons was seen by them transforme
likeness of a monk and another into the likeness of a
woman. When everybody in the whole city had come
together to see the miracle, the demons said in the hearing
of all, “Let us go, for sufficiently have we deluded these
people by causing them to think evil of religious persons.”
And, saying this, they suddenly disappeared. Then all
threw themselves at the feet of the monk and of the woman
and demanded pardon.

Behold how great infamy and scandal and what inesti-
mable damage the devil would have wrought against religious
persons, if the blessed Virgin had not aided them.

[V. TueE PRIVILEGE OF BENEFIT OF CLERGY

Richard of Bury, bishop of Durham, a celebrated book
collector of the early fourteenth century, wrote a charm-
ing little volume in praise of books, the Plhilobiblon.

Among other things he gives the complaint of the books
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stations. By us, while ye still lack the first down upon your
cheeks, ye are established in your early years and bear the
tonsure on your heads, while the dread sentence of the
Church is heard, *Touch not mine anointed, and do my
prophets no harm;”' and he who has rashly touched them
let him forthwith, by his own blow, be smitten violently with
the wound of an anathema.

At length, yielding your lives to wickedness, reaching the
two paths of Pythagoras, ye choose the left branch and,
going backward, ye let go the lot of God which ye had first
assumed, becoming companions of thieves. And thus, ever
going from bad to worse, blackened by theft and murder and
manifold impurities, your fame and conscience stained by
sin, at the bidding of justirc ye are confined in manacles
and fetters, and are kept to be p:mishul by a most shameful
Then your friend is put far away, nor is there any
Peter swears that he knows not the
« Crucify, crucify him!

death.
to mourn your lot.
man: the people cry to the judge:
If thou let this man go, thou art not Czsar’s friend.”

Now all refuge is gone, for ye must stand before the
judgment seat, and there is no appeal, but only the gallows
is in store for you. While the wretched man’s heart is thus
filled with woe, and only the sorrowing Muses bedew their
cheeks with tears, in his strait is heard on every side the
wailing appeal to us, and to avoid the danger of impending
death he shows the slight sign of the ancient tonsure which
he received through us, begging that we may be called to his
aid and bear witness to the privilege bestowed upon him.

Then straichtway, touched with pity, we run to meet the
prodigal son and snatch the fugitive slave from the gates of
death. The book he has not forgotten is handed to him to
be read, and when, with lips stammering with fear, he reads
a few words, the power of the judge is loosed, the accuser is
withdrawn, and death is put to flight. O marvelous virtué
of an. empiric verse! O saving antidote of dreadful ruin!
O precious reading of the psalter, which for this alone
deserves to be called the book of life! Let the laity under-
go the judgment of the secular arm, that, either sewn up in
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Chitillon receives nothing whatever. OF the legacies up-
ward of twelve pence it receives one third, but of those
below that sum it receives by custom nothing at all.

It would seem as if the chances of misunderstanding
and of consequent litigation must have been great when
the property and dues were so curiously divided among
the various churches and monasteries. This astonishing
subdivision of the revenues possessed by ecclesiastical
bodies was doubtless due in large part to the habits of
their benefactors, whose property was commonly greatly
scattered, or bequeathed in a seemingly arbitrary fashion,
as in the following instance.

Lord Luithold, the count, gave for the support of Christ’s
poor, the monks of this monastery of the holy Mother of
God. half of the manor which is called Derendingen. This
has excellent soil and is said to include twelve or more hides
of arable land alone. He also gave meadows full good, and
a half right to the exercise of all legal powers in the whole
manor. He gave two groves, two mills, and a half right to
the church on the same manor, and the sole right to the
church of St. Blasius hard by the manor. To these two
churches, that is to those portions of the churches which
are under our _iuri\'d‘;('i!'t‘lh. l:r]nngﬁ one grove of five hides.

And he gave half of the manor which is called Undingen,
which includes twelve hides of fertile land and meadows
and extends over an area of more than sixty hides of woods
and of pastures for cattle. There is also an inn there.

And he also gave us the whole manor of Altenburg, with
the sole right to the chapel, and a mill. The estate is
believed to comprise almost fourteen hides of arable lands
and meadows, without counting the woods and pastures.

He granted us, too, a half of the church at Oferdingen,
with four hides of fine arable land situated there, and at
Neuhausen one mansus; likewise at Dusslingen one, and
two at Immenweiler, — which afterwards we exchanged for
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two at Stubichahe. Also ten mansus at Scephbouch and
four at \\'iI]a-l;ingcn and three mills at Husin, — which were
af‘t‘er\\‘ar'ds given in exchange to Rudolph of Reutlingen for
Wimsheim. Also near the town of Chur a fourth r]-mrt E)f
the church in the manor called Maifeld.

])escnblm;.;' with pride the foundation (1089) and his-
tory of his monastery of Zwifalt in Swabia, the monk

Ortlieb gives the following account of “our family”

(nostra familia).

Now this our monastery church possesses many persons
who, because of the oppression of their former lords .'1:‘1‘(1 n.f
the .bu.rde.ns_wlal'clz weighed them down, have come under
our jurisdiction in order to have peace. Some of these are
tillers of the soil, some vinedressers: others are ]nl-&t;r'w
cobblers, artisans, merchants, and those who follow \'glri()l;n;
trades and callings. Some of those who pay their dues t;a
the monastery are on a different footing Irum’nlhurs. Even
among those who belong directly to the monastery some -p:w
money .)'c:lrl)', while others contribute wax towards making
a certain great candle. What all these pay in dues to thz
monastery is all handed over to the custodian of the church.

Some of those under our jurisdiction belong to the peo-
ple’s church across the river, some to St. Stephen’s church
at Tigerfeld, or to the church of St. Blasius at Derendingen,

or to other churches under our control. While these pay

stheir dues to the particular church to which they are known

to belong, they are all, nevertheless, like the others, numbered
among the members of our monastery family, and they should
obey our decrees, no matter if lilt,‘}'-l)ﬂ.}‘ dues to some other
church or monastery.

And it is to be noted that the people of Tigerfeld and
those who pay their dues to that church are to be judged
at appointed times, by the advocate of that place in the [:J-;'{.’S:
ence .of the provost of our monastery. If any one should be
convicted of any rash act, or of failure to p:;.)‘ his dues, one
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part of the fine exacted shall go to the advocate and two

c 0 C community. ;
I"“;:’:“:)‘:]g”:j]r men some owe service of this kind, mmc!}yi
when the lord abbot, prior, provost, or others ;mvmn;-.: l.l.(_
brethren would travel anywhither, these men with their
horses, do accompany the brethren and m_mlslcr unto F.hum
obediently. And in order that this service may be 1|,:ht
fully required of them they are granted certain }.)(?’!_IL"‘HiLh.
. rejoice to be honored by this distinction
. right to have under them men we
Yet in spite of this, no man

The retain-
ers of the
monastery

required to
demean
themselves
humbly.

They assuredly
because they have the
. lients, or munisteriales.
t)lfl”z):-li': n]i.l‘r- ever become so perverse or haughty that he
presumed to ride with us in military array, or rcfustf(l_l.o
carry the wallet of any of our monks upon his pack _hmw.
The founders of our monastery did not intend to give us

such men, and we have not consented to receive any one

who might prove troublesome to us or to OUr SUcCessors.
=

VI. TALES ILLUSTRATING THE MEDIEVAL ATTITUDE
TOWARDS HERETICS

The popular horror in which heresy was held in the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries is well shown in the

following accounts.

144. The From the lips of the same brother Elias, a venerable

3 Sl e
bodyofa  man, I learned that when certain heretics were scnlu.n;l.-
burned here- . i ilent seeds of error in parts of Burgundy, both the
tic turns >

into toads.
(From Luke,
bishop of Tuy,
thirteenth
century.)

Preaching Friars and the Minorites drew th‘v 1\\'{1—L’(i;ﬁd
sword (\1l God’s word against these same heretics, :)}J[)l’lbl[-lg
them valiantly, until they were finally taken by the magis-
trate of the district. He sent them t.”. tht_: stake, as the}\;’
merited. in order that these workers of iniquity should peris
in their wickedness as a wholesome lesson t.” =)tF}crs.
Ouantities of wood having been st‘]p;ﬂ_ﬁcd in plenty g;
feezl the flames, suddenly a toad of \_‘.‘f'}‘!'ll(lt_‘”lll‘ size ;1[1]1:1.‘;‘&»(;
and without being driven, betook itself of its own accor
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into the midst of the flames. One of the heretics, who was
reported to be their bishop, had fallen on his back in the
fire. The toad took his place on this man’s face and in
the sight of all ate out the heretic’s tongue.

By the next day his whole body, except his bones, had
been turned into disgusting toads, which could not be
counted for their great number. The inhabitants, seeing
the miracle, glorified God and praised him in his servants,
the Preaching Friars, because the Lord had. in his mercy,
delivered them from the horror of such pollution.

God omnipotent surely wished to show through the most
unseemly and filthiest of animals, how foul and infamous
are the teachings of heretics, so that all might thereafter
carefully shun the heretic as they would the poisonous toad.
Just as among four-footed creatures the toad is held the
foulest, so the teachings of the heretic are more debased
and filthy than those of any other religious sect. The blind-
ness of heresy justifies the perfidy of the Jews. Its pollu-
tion makes the madness of the Mohammedans a pure thing
in contrast, The licentiousness of the heretics would leave
Sodom and Gomorrah stainless. What is held most enor-
mous in crime becomes most holy when compared with the
shame and ignominy of heresy. Therefore, dear Christian,
flee this unspeakable evil, in comparison with which all other
crimes are as trifles.

Two men, simply clad but not without guile, not sheep
but ravening wolves, came to Besancon, feigning the greatest
piety. Moreover they were pale and thin, they went about
barefooted and fasted daily, they did not miss a single morn-
ing the matins in the cathedral, nor did they accept anything
from any one except a little food. When by this hypocrisy
they had attracted the attention of every one, they began
10 vomit forth their hidden poison and to preach to the
ignorant new and unheard-of heresies. In order. mMOoTeover,
that the people might believe their teachings, they ordered
meal to be sifted on the sidewalk and walked on it without

leaving a trace of a footprint. Likewise, walking upon the
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water, they did not sink; also they had little huts burned
over their heads, and after the huts had been burned to
ashes, .they came out uninjured. After this they said to
the peoplc:. “If you do not believe our words, believe our
miracles.”

The bishop and the clergy, hearing of this, were gre_at]_v
disturbed. And when they wished to resist the men, affirm-
ing that they were heretics and deceivers ;md_ ministers
of the devil, they escaped with difficulty from being stoned
by the people. Now that bishop was a good and learned
m)'.m and a native of our province. Our aged monk, Conrad,
who told me these facts and who was in that city at the
time, knew him well. :

The bishop, seeing that his words were of no avail and
that the people intrusted to his charge were being scduc%'d
from the faith by the devil’s agents, summoned a certain
clerk that he knw;\. who was very well versed in necromancy,
and said: “Certain men in my city are doing so and so.
[ ask you to find out from the devil, by your art, who they
are, \\'Eu:m‘.v they come, and by what means they work so
many and ~.m:h_wnmlerful miracles. For it is impossible
that they should do wonders through divine inspiration when
their m:'mhin;' is so contrary to that of God.” The clerk
said, “ My lord, I have long ago renounced that art.” The
bishop ru‘pliv(]: “You see clearly in what straits I am. 1
must either acquiesce in their teachings or be stoned l?_\' the
people. Therefore I enjoin upon you, for the remission of
your sins, that you obey me in this matter.”

" The clerk, nl:n-_\-in;' the bishop, summoned the devil, and,
when asked why he had called him, responded: *“ I am sorry
that I have deserted you. And because I desire to be more
obedient to you in the future than in the past, I ask you to
tell me who these men are, what they teach, and by what
means they work so great miracles.”” The devil replied,
“They are mine and sent by me, and they preach what I
have placed in their mouths.” The clerk responded, “How
1s it ;hat they cannot be injured, or sunk in the water, or
burned by fire?” The demon replied again, “ They have
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under their armpits, sewed between the skin and the flesh,
my compacts, in which the homage done by them to me is
written; and it is by virtue of these that they work such
miracles and cannot be.injured by any one.” Then the clerk
said, “What if those should be taken away from them ?”
The devil replied, “ Then they would be weak, just like
other men.” The clerk, having heard this, thanked the
demon, saying, “ Now go, and when you are summoned by
me, return.” .

He then went to the bishop and related these things to
him in due order. The latter, filled with great joy, sum-
moned all the people of the city to a suitable place and
said: “I am your shepherd, ye are my sheep. If those men,
45 you say, confirm their teaching by signs, I will follow
them with you. If not, it is fitting that they should be pun-
ished and that you should penitently return to the faith of
your fathers with me.” The people replied, “ We have
seen many signs from them.” The bishop said, “ But I have
not seen them.”

Why prolong my tale? The plan pleased the people.
The heretics were summoned. The bishop was present.
A fire was kindled in the midst of the city. However, be-
fore the heretics entered it, they were secretly summoned
to the bishop. He said to them, “ I want to see if you have
anything evil about you.” Hearing this, they stripped quickly
and said with great confidence, “ Search our bodies and our
garments carefully.” The soldiers, however, following the
instructions of the bishop, raised the men’s arms, and no-
ticing under the armpits some scars that were healed up,
cut them open with their knives and extracted from them
little scrolls which had been sewed in.

Having received these, the bishop went forth with the
heretics to-the people and, having commanded silence, cried
out in a loud voice, ““ Now shall your prophets enter the fire,
and if they are not injured I will believe in them.” The
wretched men trembled and said, “ We are not able to enter
now.” Then the bishop told the people of the evil which
had been detected, and showed the compacts. Then all
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having occasion to refer to the Decrefum and the decretals.

Of the ecclesiastical writers of the twelfth century the most impor-
tant will be found in MiIGNE, Patrologia Latina (see above, p.- 84). The
letters and some of the other works of ST. BERNARD may be had in
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370 Readings in European History
English, translated by EALEs, Life and Works of St. Bernard, 4 vols,
1889 sgg. The Sentfentiae of PereEr LoMmpBARD are in MIGNE, Vol
CXCIL Older separate editions are very easily procured. The works
of ALBERTUs MAGNUS are expensive and rarely found even in large
libraries, but there is more chance of getting hold of the far more
important works of THOMAS AQUINAS, of which a very fine edition is
now being published at Rome under the papal auspices.

DENZINGER, Enckiridion Symbolorum et Definitionum quaz de rebus
ﬁdei et morum a Conctlits Occumenicss €t Suniimiis Pontifictbus emanave-
runt, Wiirzburg, several editions. A very convenient and inexpensive
collection of official pronouncements in regard to important matters of
faith, fully indexed.

LEa, A History of Auricular Confession and Indulgences, 3 vols.,
1896. Contains a very full discussion of the teachings of the various
theologians in regard to these two important subjects.

For the spirit of the Church and its rble in the social life of the
period, see, above all, MICHAEL, Cultursustinde des deutschen Volkes
wihrend des dreizehinten fahrhunderis, Vol. 11, 18¢g ; also Histoire de
France, edited by Lavissg, Vol. 111, Part 11, pp- 355 5¢¢- (by LANGLOIS).

In addition to the writers of the time, many of whom have much to
say of the conditions in the Church, especially of the evil, the student
will turn for impressions of the religion of the people to the tales and
sermon stories of CESAR OF HEISTERBACH, of JACQUES DE VITRY, and
of STEFHEN OF BOURBON, illustrations of which were given above, pp.
355 s¢¢. (see list of citations at the opening of this volume, Nos. 136,
137, and 139). He will also consult the few reports of episcopal visita-
tions, especially those of EUDES DE RIGAUD, bishop of Rouen, mentioned
below, pp- 378 5¢¢., and the English Episcopal Registers, a list of which
may be found in GRross, Sources of English History, for example, that
of BisHop GranpissoN of Exeter (1327-1369), Part I, pp. 570-579
Le Livre de Guillaume le Maire, described by LANGLO1S in the new Alis-
toire de France (see above), is a most interesting memorial of a bishop
under Philip the Fair; it is published in Milanges historigues, Tome 11,

in the Documents inédits (see above, p. 220).

CHAPTER XVII
HERESY AND THE FRIARS
I. DENUNCIATIONS OF THE EviL LivEs oF THE CLERGY

_1‘]1}: extracts which follow illustrate the outspoken
(‘l'-l_[:ll-\‘lsnl f’l the conduct and lives of the ecclesiastical
officials, from the pope down, which abounds in the
p:.;pu];n' literary productions of England, France, and
l:crnm_n)' in the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourtx’?enl'h
centuries.

IThe first extracts are from a poem, not improbably

composed by a very clever churchman, Walter Mape or
Mapes, who was a member of the literary circle which
Henry I1 of England gathered about him. It is but one
of a great r of Latin poems originati

’ gre: number of Latin poems originating at the
same period, “remarkable chiefly for pungency of satire
or sprightliness of composition.” They were the work
of university men, and show us that the Church never
succeeded in effectively checking, at least among the
educated, the most open and scornful strictures upon
the clergy.

The poet is represented as i

3 poet 1s represented as caught up into heaven,
where 2 Appe PR e —F

vhere he sees visions suggested by the Apocalypse of
St. Jo The translati S5

: 7_] hn. The translation here given is one made under
Elizabeth, or a little later.

After - er i
a burst of thunder a ¢“goodlie personage”

appears and bids the poet “Marke well and under-
stand " :

146. The
Revelation of
dolias the
Bisshoppe.




