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197. The
great battle
between the
French and
English at
Crécy (1346).
(From
Froissart’s
Chronicles.)

CHAPTER XX
THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR

I. FrROISSART'S ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE oF CRECY
ré <l i nd
[ Having reached a point near ( rc::j._‘.] ti;ei:uj:g‘((l:fnitnefliim
was well informed how the !‘l'um‘h klnl:;r .l,)I“_r tug sl
to ﬁr;ht_ Then he said to his company :f‘ tl,]t.er t.i”‘wc e
s‘bllu.': plot of ground, for we will go ‘nU] .ilT) SN
:;ccn our enemies. | have good cause here ..mmhcr o
}'or I am on the right heritage of the (111L'L17T, ;Il}-i” Cha”;nge
which land was given her at her I‘H:lrf'lil‘f:’,'l.’. ; 3 e
it of mine adversary, Philip of Valois .‘ ‘u?,u t}w‘i;.mm:h
had not the eighth part in numl)c‘ilrh;f.{11:;?1rs};£‘ls e
king had, therefore he cumnmnldvt‘ ‘1(1{1\.-:&'11;”0; i
a plot of ground SOTH.L'\\'hﬂt for. -n:, : e g :
did, and thither the king and his host wer "1”. h.i% e
That night the king made a supptfr. [‘(1 .l Wh(;n e
of his host, and made lhc:m got{;d l(]‘ht:::rt.l_l;utiu” S
sparted to take their rest, the 2 £ entel B
Ihﬂ. trlsi'.;l)t:j:: and kneeled down before the :1[11.:”. I:r{::][:f‘]]ﬁxi
tlt;\‘chlll\' that if he fought the next day he _n]n,?{rmlh,c "
the cxp_uliticm to his honor. 'i‘hen. about Tnulr:::_:lian 8
him down to rest, and in ”1(“ morning h!"mi‘t_\n; thc.most
heard mass, and the prince his son with him; :

his Ompar were onfess rece Ccom-
]] art l)‘ L8 i 1Y =T€ C e Lil and t.l\l‘d the con
3 3 1 ]i — (.UHHI'I:IIH.I!:,‘(] every
I th(. mi: < sald,
munion ; ﬂn{i dflt 155 was (
< e ar 1](.’(1 li](.i to (h’n Q = L}d, to the sz e p C
man to } = J AW t th( the same lace

before appointed. . : : : sl
Then I[ after :lrr.mgingkh;s '.1rm.y in tlhlr:(;”iil;]::t)l (,,}m g
king lept on a palfrey, with a \\Imie_ l:;}i. e
his marshals on the one hand anc e otl ,‘r s
He rode from rank to rank, desiring every
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hand.
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take heed that day to his right and honor. He spake it so
sweetly and with so good countenance and merry cheer that
all such as were discomfited took courage in the seeing and
hearing of him. Apg when he had thus visited all his bat
tles [ie. divisions] it was then nine of the da
caused every man to eat and drink a little, and so they did
at their leisure, Ang afterward they ordered again their
battles. Then €Very man lay down on the earth, his hel-
met and his bow by him, to he the more fresher when their
enemies should come,

This Saturday the French king rose betimes and heard
mass in Abbeville, in his lodging in the abbey of St. Peter,
and he departed after the Sun rising, [He dispatched four
knights to view the English, who Jet them alone angd per-
mitted them to return to the king as they had come. The
knights advised the king that the French should defer the
attack until the morrow.] Then the king commanded that it
should be so done. Then his two marshals rode, one before,
another behind, saying to every banner, « Tarry and abide
here in the name of God and St. Depjs
foremost tarried, but they that were
but rode forth, and said how they
till they were as far forward as the foremost. And when
they that were before saw them come on behind. then they
rode forward again, so that the king nor his marshals could
Dot rule them.

So they rode without order or good array till they came in
Sight of their enemies; and as soon as the
they reculed them aback without good
behind had marvel and were abashed.
foremost company had been fighting. Then they might have
had leisure and room to have gone forward if they had listed,
but some went forth while some abode still.

The commons, of whom all the ways between Abbeville
and Crécy were full, when they saw
their énemies,
them !

y. Then he

They that were
behind would not tarry,
would in no wise abide

foremost saw them,
array, whereof they
and thought that the

that they were near to
and cried, “Down with

There were no man, though
agine or show the truth of the

took their swords
Let us slay them al].”
he were Present, that could im

King
Edward
cheers his
forces, who
arrange
themselves
with care
and deliber-

ation.

Hasty and
lf].‘wl)l’(ir'l‘l_\'
approach of
the French.




The Genoese
mercenaries
forced to
lead the
attack.
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evil order that was among the French party, —and yet they
were a marvelous great number. What I write in this book”
I learned especially of the Englishmen, who beheld their
dealing; and also certain knights of Sir John of Hainaulf’s,
who was always about King Philip, showed me what they
knew.

The Englishmen, who were in three battles lying on the
ground to rest them, as soon as they saw the Frenchmen
approach, they rose upon their feet, fair and easily without
any haste, and arranged their battles. The first was the

prince’s battle, and the archers there stood in manner of a

harrow and the men-at-arms in the bottom of the battle.

The earl of Northampton and the earl of Arundel with the

second battle were on the wing in good order, ready to com-
fort the prince’s battle, if need were.

The lords and knights of France came not to the engage-
ment together in good order, for some came before and some
came after, in such evil order that one of them did trouble
another. When the French king saw the Englishmen his
blood changed and he said to his marshals, “Make the
Genoese go on before and begin the battle in the name of
God and St. Denis.” There were of the Genoese crossbows
about fifteen thousand, but they were so weary of going afoot
that day a six leagues armed with their crossbows that they
said to their constables, “We be not well ordered to fight this
day, for we be not in the case to do any great deed of arms;
we have more need of rest.” . .

Also the same season there fell a great rain, and a flash of
lightning with a terrible thunder, and before the rain there
came flying over both battles a great number of crows for
fear of the tempest coming. Then anon the air began to

wax clear, and the sun to shine fair and bright, the which

was right in the Frenchmen’s eyen and on the Englishmen’s

backs.

When the Genoese were assembled together and began 10
approach they uttered a great cry to abash the Englishmen,
but these stood still and stirred not for all that. Then the
Genoese a second time made a fell cry and stept forward a
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little; but the Enslishme >“Mmove
they sh“uitud :1;:-;13] and l:\'errit]]]fr::rT;j :::””:';’ = £h s
:}h“ti» I‘_hc'n they shot fiercely with their 5
e No n - ~ » 5
a:m“,z‘]h::jfl.g:f:?]E).L“‘ qu]}r-(_l forth one pace and let fly their
gt on 'm;‘ ) f,l" ‘mr. :M.‘ thick .”Ml, it seemed snow. '\\'hun
'lrmsnl ](.;:L elt the arrows piercing through
:md ‘,i:]:f]::u:l;(i:}.tzl-s, l‘!_l;iI])_‘ of them cast down ‘1}|:-ir crossbows
i) ]‘:(I‘I,h‘llrllll{g\ and returned discomfited.
" ms(“]g h “;.;\_ 11{113 saw them fly away he said, "'S];ly
s Sh(;“m }Ll;v.sq:.l“]k;ihtn:lil1mui'hr us without reason_
R e aveer - Mmen-at-arms dash in amone
. }in'l:;_iihlr;ln)‘ LfHui 4 great number of them: and ever sli‘ﬁ
il glishmen hh!rt where they saw the thic kest press. The
;”.{! p .trrf)\\'sl; ran into the men-at-arms and into thei : l- t
and many fell, horses and men, among the ( el

'y came within
crossbows. Then

their heads,

g e : senoese, and when
i ”L e down they could not rise again; the press w
% : ; b s e a5 S
] 1at one overthrew another. And also among tl e
Ll:hmx-n there were certain rascals that went ; f o ;" o
" : asSCcals Z & aloot with gre:
nives, : - . oo
S, and they went in among the men-at-arms ;
and murdered many as the y 1 5 I A
F: Y as Y 1ay on the o
| ‘ hey lay ¢ ground, both earls
| 2_J]t:a. and squires; whereof the king of E .
was after displeased, for he had r ith I At
; \ ad rather th: ey haz
B that they had been
The divisi : 7 ing’
bﬁ[n‘ o ision led by the king’s son, the Black Prince
¥ b r X >, 1 ALy ‘ =5
w’lb_.; (], pressed, ] they sent a messenger to the king, wh ;
s o ] ‘ a : - - 0
4 on a ittle windmill hill. Then the knight said I
ing, “Sir, the earl of Warwick 1 Sefordl Si
B arwick and the earl of Oxford. Sir
A ) € obham, and others. such as be about the ]r.'
'OuUr son, are fiercely : : o s
ol n, l;]t fiercely fought withal and are sorely handled
refore =Y sire v l ; <
B ;} they (i{,h]'rt you that you and your battle will cnme_:
1he\.“\.i1] 1em ; for if the Frenchmen increase, as they (ic;ubt
3 » Your son and they will hav » T}
i 3 ave much ado.” Then th
g said, “Is my s : .
: \; . lJ Isﬂm;h .sr]:n dead, or hurt, or on the earth felled ?
NO, sir,” quoth the kni - es
. lnced . “‘{lf?li. “but he is hardly matched, where-
1e your aid.” “Well.” sai 1
o him and to the h:z . el Jen
R ém that sent you hither, and say to them
at they : e fe : th :
ol }Eifencl 0 more to me for any adventure that falleth
& aS my son is alive; and also say to them that the\j

o il i gy
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198. Cap-

relous than any man c
ture of King forrynate and marvelous than any

John (1356)-
(From
Froissart’s
Chronicles.)
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in his spurs; for if God be pleased,
: is day to win his spurs; for if
r him this day to win : . Gptica
S’luﬁ‘cll that this expedition be his, and the honor thereof,
wil € AR

to them that be about him.

‘ ‘E WAS TAKEN PRISONER
II. How Kinc JouHN OF FRANCE WAS TAKEN
(1 NG | ot
gy THE ENGLISH AT POITIERS

2 /ar are more
imes the adventures of amours and of war w
el an think or wish.
> >oitiers in the fields

T is battle. the which was near to Poitiers |
iy e : i s right great and pcnlnus,
f Iil‘nn\'nir and Maupertuis, was righ nl e

: k : ere were done the which 2 z

r deeds ms there were ¢ :
z many deeds of ar : e 1o
5 kn ledge. The fighters on both sides endur :
{NOWwWIe » £ ; , : S el

o King John with his own hands did that day m

e : L [ i - - 'Idei
!Llll f i ; i
He hlld an ax in Ill‘» han 1." wher \'-1[][ he dt Cl (

1A arms. _ 231 it
himself and fought in the breaking nfflilt__ii{ e
. it e e e gates of Poitiers.
The pursuit endured to the h;[‘f Eolieee T
1 »aten down, horse : an, )
many slain and lu..xt(,n nuhorse A
itiers closed their gates a S : ,
Poitiers closed t g . : Eilor e
herefore in the street before the gate was hrm! ]Ll g
4 : ) - T ‘re - - 11 l( -
en hurt and beaten down. The Frenchmen yie tclcr -5
e < \ 2 - s
- 1 as far as they might know an [*,nghshnmn-. 1€
Givers Enclish \ five, six prisoners. . . .
i inglis -hers that had four, five, six pris
divers English archers t e
Then there was a great press to take ,__} nd i
: ir, yi ]se ye are but dead.
knew him cried,  Sir, yield you, or else ye are
as knew 2d, )

[A French knight in the service nf tl_w Iing}u‘:ﬁj k]:r:}gl ml(ilf
h.is way through the press]| and 5;1'1(1 in "-_'n().f-. lr(...'l‘”.“‘h;)m
ield you.” The king beheld the knight and said, "
311'1'3]1(: i(tli.cld me ? Where is my cousin, the pn’:u:(; l: \;:Iﬁn
SI‘I‘AI miéhl see him, I \\'()l.lld'spf:rlk \\-'?th' :N,T'\.'lekf}.(;: m,.;ne
answered and said, “Sir, he is not here ; but

i J ou?* quoth the
i ; ”  «Who be you? " qu
all bring you to him. . youss e
m']d Ll Sir.” q;-[-,rth he. “I am Denis of Morbeke, a kIIan
= o, == o1, i L+ : : ‘ ; e ;
L;nb\ tois: but I serve the king of England bec u;af:t .
e ¥ ave ed @
?‘ _i%hcd from the realm of France and h‘u:_fr)r]ell {ridht
e 2 . The » king gave him his ng
that 1 had there. -lh{'l'l the ‘—{_-,l;"’H
cauntlet, saying, *“I yield me to you.
o 4 <

their reverence to the king, and so brought him 3
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The prince of Wales, who was courageous and cruel as
a lion, took that day great pleasure to fight and chase his
enemies. The lord John Chandos, who was with him, all
that day never left him nor never

took heed of taking any
prisoner.

Then at the end of the battle he said to the
prince, “Sir, it were good that you rested here
banner a-high in this bush, that your people may draw hither,
for they be sore spread abroad, nor can I see no more ban-
NErs nor pennons of the French party.
and refresh you, for ye be sore chafed.”
[ Then the prince sent two lords to get news of the French
king.] These two lords took their horses and departed from
the prince and rode up a little hill to look about them. Then
they perceived a flock of uen-at-arms coming together right
slowly, and there was the French king afoot in great peril,
for the Englishmen and Gascons were his masters. They
had taken him from Sir Denis Morbeke perforce, and such
as were most of force said, “I have taken him? - “Nay:?
quoth another, ] have taken him.” So thcy strave which
should have him. Then the French king, to eschew that
peril, said, ¢ Sirs, strive not: lead me courteously, and my
Son, to my cousin the prince, and strive not for my taking,
for I am so great a lord as to make you all rich.”
words somewhat appeased them.

and set your

Wherefore, Sir, rest

The king’s
Howbeit, ever as they
went they made riot and brawled for the taking of the king.

When the two aforesaid lords saw and heard that noise
and strife among them, they came to them and said, “ Sirs,
Wwhat is the matter that ye strive for? ”  “Sirs ” said one of
them, “it is for the French king, who is here taken pris-
oner, and there be more than ten knights and squires that
challenge the taking of him and of his son.” Then the
two lords entered into the press and caused every man to
draw back, and commanded them in the prince’s name, on
Pain of their heads, to make N6 more noise nor to approach
the king no nearer without they were commanded. Then
€VEeTy man gave room to the lords, and they alighted and did

and his son
10 peace to the prince of Wales.
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How the
Black Prince
received the
French king
with knightly
courtesy.

199. Sack
of Limoges
(1370) by
the Black
Prince.
(From
Froissart’s
Chronicles.)
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The same day of the battle at night the prince made a
supper in his lodging to the French king and to the most of
the great lords that were prisoners. The prince made the
king and his son, the lord James of Bourbon, the lord John
of Artois, the earl of Tancreville, the earl of Estampes, the
ear]l Dammartin, the earl Joinville, and the lord of Partenay,
to sit all at one board, and the other lords, knights, and
squires at other tables. And always the prince served before
the king as humbly as he could, and would not sit at the
king's board for any desire that the king could make, for
he said he was not sufficient to sit at the table with so great
a prince as the king was.

Then he said to the king: “ Sir, for God's sake, make none
evil nor heavy cheer, though God this day did not consent
to follow your will; for, sir, surely the king, my father, shall
bear you as much honor and amity as he may do, and shall
accord with you so reasonably that ye shall ever be friends
together after. And, sir, methink ye ought to rejoice,
though the expedition be not as ye would have had it, for
‘this day ye have won the high renown of prowess and have
surpassed this day in valiantness all other of your party.
Sir, I say not this to mock you, for all that be of our party,
that saw every man’'s deeds, are plainly accorded by true
sentence to give you the prize and chaplet.”

II1. FEARFUL DEVASTATION WROUGHT IN FRANCE BY
HunpreD YEArRS' WAR
[Having mined the town walls,] the miners set fire into
their mine, and so the next morning, as the prince had
ordained, there fell down a great piece of the wall and filled
the moats, whereof the Englishmen were glad and were
ready armed in the field to enter the town. The foot-men
might well enter at their ease, and so they did, and ran to
the gate and beat down the fortifying and barriers, for there
was no defense against them: it was done so suddenly that
they of the town were not aware thereof.
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.lhen the prince, the duke of Lancaster, the earl of C:
bridge, the earl of Pembroke, Sir (a'ui(hzm‘i d’A \-'l 40- o
the others, with their companies, entered :'ntu- 1[;1h Qj'dfld o
all other fuu:-!m—n ready apparelled to do evil -mst '(”'}Ii e
rob the city, and to slay men, women, and (hgl:ir- 'OIH e
Was commanded them to do. [t was a great =

E];n, \-.‘(:lmcn, Tmd children that kneeled :Im\ r‘n on their kne
g Enzand.chi s
i ore hlf.lpr.li:L.L fwA Amt:r.a Y- But he was so inflamed with
¢ took no heed of them. so that none was heard, but

‘-1” le to (lt."lf.h iS5 1 Ver wit
= 45 aE C)' wWere met 1
i : -II )IIIJ]{.. L 1 i].ii, ;I]I{] ."olth

for so it
Pity to see the

a5 were

I'here was no pity taken of the
NEVEr no manner of treason
the great personages,

poor people who wrought
» Yet they bought it dearer t}:m
B £rcat pers : such as had d_nnr_- the evil
'© Was not so hard a heart within the cit
and if he had dny remembrance of God l.nr-t
cously for the great mischief that they s \
for more than three e i
were slain that day. God have mercy on [hri;'m'd ‘}.”I‘I.“’-“
trow they were martyrs. : AP s

and trespass.
y of Limoges
that wept pit-
1w before their eyen
thousand men, women, iren

And thus entering into the
:;nglls;hnu_-n entered into the bishop’s palace, and there ¢}
e : Ly © re 1€y
ound the bishop; and so they brought him to the :
presence, who beheld him right f
best word that he could have
h.aw: his head stricken off, and
sight. . -
Thus the city

Cily, a certain company of

¢ prince’s
1ercely : 2lly, 2

. cely and felly, and the
of him was how he would
so he was had out of his

of Limoges was pilled. ro
J S was pilled, robbed, and cle
brent and brought to destruction. S
Father Denifle, a disti i
. : enifle, a distinguished Dominican scholar
as brought together :
whic : is the he:
. 1(‘}1 he is the head—and from other sources a volume
: ;tlcrs and other material depic ting the fearful results
of the red Years’ War in Fran : e
: Hundred Years’ War in France, especially upon
€ churches and monasteries. .
e :
elating to the period following

from the Vatican archives of

The following extracts
the death of Joan of Arc

e e ————




200. How
the count
of Arundel
burned a
town and
hanged the
inhabitants
(ea. 1433)-

Over one
half of the
churches
about Quercy
destroyed

by 1441.

201. Con-
ditions in
the time of
Charles VIL
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~ B i ressi ) T dllced
i e 1 = L Ql ln]l)l(.,.‘-.blf)l I') O

v i { ( > l[iC'l ol the gener

\'111 give some 1 ;A

b\' teading hl.‘i i_}(_l()k.

i i < Millé
The count of Arundel, John htz-:\!?m. atla((:{l-.e(il oS
: i 1 The w -1, boys, an
its ¢ ' rith fire. The women, )
and its church wi ‘ el
: re in the tower of the church, but were :
e The lead of the roof melted and fell in
r flames ez

ounded l‘!)‘ flames. , . . o e
L ing drops on the miserable folk below, and o
hur1nmh f\i of the bells ran down upon them. ! o

olten met: : 2 S
i rished. The fire not only destroyed the hdu r(f e
WO perisncda. ; : . : n :
-tli t}!w houses within a wide circuit to the ‘19]1]_L. i
‘1] ven hundred. The wretched inhabitants :
than sev 3

i yrdere be hung.
cultivators of the soil were ordered to be hung

i sojon of Quercy,
Out of one thousand churches in the region of Q Large
- . N r @ . “re rere sc
I the war with the English was done there \\iLH -
when > We - : 2 e e ]
hree or four hundred left in which services coulc e b
o i stated z ons I
- ompletely was everything devastated .m(! cor e
SO CC y was 3 Estatedia a
Certain parishes, for example those of ['r.zn.s;.mc anc
S s. were entirely deserted by their forme e
il ishop Jourges was forced to give the
itants, so that the bishop of Bourge: [ e
b o ities as fiefs to those
ing to his temporalities as fiefs to thos
lands belonging to
at a distance.

Charles VI being dead, Charles VII suc}:ceeﬂd::ti‘_ll}:n};:z
father in the kingdom, in the year of our Iir)’r‘( 1. ,‘_.““il_w 3
was about twenty-two years of age. In m.l.tlam:;; bk fgth,
the long wars which had raged \:’_ithm ;m(]l \\ltwj‘al:”lm“i g
argy and cowardliness of the officers anc c_cll_mn. diqc.ip“ne
\s‘t:r'c under him, the destruction of all n'lll 1;ar)aenéml r
and order, the mpacir}i’l ofl ‘1!30 [;T)]ptf;];:“u:(]s Ti(\q“m;ﬂn
solution into which all things ac 1, suc 5 e
;Zd been wrought that [r}omfthc? rl:e:vz,rr:r;-ttz:;ltl:}(r, ;c:;:(lluﬂed'

e the Somme, — the farmers we . Chiad
Z:;inatl(r;ust all the fields had .f:':r many )'w‘:fll_'\S r]:1;:1 d\\;;l::::
cultivation or any one to (‘liltl\':}ljc thcm.' / _“ Arce o
might indeed be excepted, where if any agricu _.u. gl
it was because they were far from cities, towns,
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and in consequence the constant excursions of the despoil-
ers could not be extended to them. Lower Normandy,
embracing the bishoprics of Bayeux and Coutances, which
were under English rule, were far from the headquarters of
the enemy, nor could they be easily reached by the depre-
dators. They therefore remained somewhat better off in
the matter of population and cultiy
were often afflicted by the
appear later.

We have ourselves beheld the vast regions of Champagne,
Brie, Chartres, Perche, Beauvais, Amiens, Abbeville,
Soissons, Laon, and beyond toward Hainault, well-nich
deserted, untilled. without husbandmen.
and briers. In many places where fruit
these had grow

ators, but nevertheless
greatest misfortunes, as will

grown up to weeds
trees could flourish
n up into dense forests. The vestiges of

such ruin, unless the divine clemency shall aid mere human

endeavor, will, it is to be feared, last for long years to come,
If any kind of cultivation was still carried on in the
regions enumerated. it could only be done close to cities,
towns, or castles, no farther away than the watch could be
seen, stationed on a high lookout, whence he could observe
the robbers as they approached. He would then give the
alarm by means of a bell, or a hunter’s homn, to those in the
fields or vineyard, so that they could betake themselves to
a place of safety.
Places that so soon
loose

This happened so frequently in many
as the oxen and plow animals were
d, having heard the signal of the watch
faught by long experience, rush to
state of terror.

, they would,
a place of safety in a
Even the pigs and sheep did the same.

IV. “THE VisioN oF PIERS THE Prowman”

From a literary stand

R T T

) point, by far the most important
of the many productions in prose and vers

the conditions in England in the
Revolt

e n.-Iutin;_; to
times of the Peasant
IS Zhe Vision of Piers F *lozwman, ascribed to

202. Ex-
tracts from
The Vision
of Plers the
Plowman.




What Piers
had withal
to stave off
hunger until
the harvest.

How Covet-
ousness

appeared.
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Langland, who appears to have been born about 1332,
and to have given the last revision to his poem shortly
before the year 1400. Much is said by Langland of the
hard lot of the peasant, the abuses in the Church, the
seven cardinal sins, and the various Christian virtues.
The following passages in modern English prose illus-
trate the spirit, charm, and interest of the little book.!
«] have no penny,” said Piers, “to buy pullets, nor geese,
nor pigs, but I have two green cheeses, a few curds and
cream, and an oat-cake, and two loaves of beans and bran
baked for my children. And yet I say, by my soul, I have
no salt bacon nor eggs forsooth to make collops, but I have
parsley and leeks and many cabbages, and eke a cow and a
calf and a cart mare to draw my dung a-field while the drought
lasteth, and by this provision we must live till Lammastide;
and by that I hope to have harvest in my croft, and then
may I get thy dinner [O Hunger] as it pleaseth me well.”
Then [among the cardinal sins] came Covetousness. I
cannot describe him, so hungry and hollow Sir Harvey
looked. He was beetle-browed and also thick-lipped, with
two bleared eyes like a blind hag; and like a leathern purse
his cheeks lolled about even lower than his chin and they
trembled with old age. And his beard was beslobbered
with bacon like a bondsman’s. A hood was on his head
above a lousy hat, and he was in a tawny coat twelve win-
ters old, and full of vermin, and all dirty and torn to rags,
and full of creeping lice;—except a louse were a good
leaper he could not have walked on that scurvy coat, it
was so threadbare.
The poet gives at the close of his poem his notion of
the relative worth of good conduct (‘ Do-well’”) as

against confidence in papal pardons and in masses said

after one’s death.

11 borrow, with slight changes, from Miss Kate Warren’s spirited

and scholarly prose version (London, 1899).
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And. all this maketh me think upon my dream. And h
t[l;e prlllest found ;m pardon like Do-well ;1n£i tilot;g';t t}?':
O-Well surpassed indulgences. savi S ;
years for departed :;oular,allmljﬁ::»l?(;iylllg}n:?:r‘;b {-:mi for .
well shall be worthier received at the day of (l:;) gL
surpass all the pardons of St. Peter's church B2
No.\\' the pope hath power to grant puop-lc the 7
pass into heaven without any penance. This is Lmll):)‘;e;" tt?
as_]earncd men teach us. Quodcumgu, /a'"'cff'(r';’:\‘ super ¢, e
erit lgatum in celis, etcl And so ] Lru;\' i)u-lie;fcf‘I ﬂ;nfim‘
bid otherwise!) that pardon and penance and pr'n'n(-r:)in i '(irl-
:t_ause SOll;IIS to be saved which have sinned dnci'ldl‘)' ':::;!
MES.  But to trust these three-ve: asses etk
tan:\,' is not so safe for the soul, (’?ccr:(is,m::s%iib l;::i'll*l]rllkﬂh
.mc: !}:‘]refutr;’, I counsel you, ye men who are rir:il on-lhis e-'lrth
: ave three-year masses in trus - asure, be
never the bolder to break the ten n11|1:::;:‘:1(:;:1:v?]rl:d-}'lf:t"i b'e \5
;:]a‘:hh l_:'c r:lmfilvrs,l lina_\'ors. judges, who are held If{;r ‘wisetl:li:r.ll
:,'e : 1e wealth of this world and can purchase pardon
:;;illti:insft;;r}ilsj;;allj).mtf\lt}elfl:zr- ‘d:!“l‘ld-flt]] doom !\\'hcn lh]c dead
how thou didst lead thy lifé ;‘1-01':-”'1]:111l:;icrizlinl-:-‘trc;zci;r‘mm‘ b
- | ) z E ep his law
::]ﬂlh?l: ([]ffl()l.] (_?[fﬁ.[ du. day by d;i;.'. _tln: doom w]i]I r[trc!;mt?.v
g pardons there, or provincial letters, — or thougt
ye ii-; found in the fraternity of all the four mo‘n;l,\siic urde;s‘
;[m;ﬂ];::‘rdlii:_}:,l::‘.f,:]dlm.fLllgtn.ws‘ —except Do-well help }'ot;:
-Is and pardons at the worth of a pea shell !

V. CHARLES THE JOLD OF BURGUNDY AND THE SWiss
\\jhal ease or what pleasure did Charles, duke of Bur-
g-:n[(id\'..enjo_\' more than our master. King Louis? 1In his
:n:!eri.llllf;n)}]tl:ci]:] ]‘"T !1._1(] Ie‘ss trouble, for he did not begin to
- oo a y action till nc:]r!l\"mv two-and-thirtieth year
'S age; so that before that time he lived in great ease

16 Wk a oo
Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth sh

& all be bound in heaven,”

203. Charles
the Bold and
the Swiss.
(From the
Memoires of
Commines.)
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and quiet. From the time Duke Charles undertook
his war to recover the towns in Picardy (which our master
had redeemed from Duke Philip), and joined himself with
the lords of the kingdom in the war called the Public Good,
what pleasure, what tranquillity had he? He had continual
trouble and labor, without the least cessation or refreshment,
either to his body or mind ; for ambition got entire posses-
sion of his heart and constantly spurred him on to attempt
new conquests.

He was always in the field during summer, exposing his
person to the greatest danger, taking the care and command
of the whole army upon himself; and yet he thought his
work too little.  He was the first that rose and the last that
went to bed in the camp; and he slept in his clothes, like
the poorest foot soldier in the army. In winter, when the
campaign was over, he was busily employed about raising
money ; six hours every morning he set apart for conferences,
and for giving audience to ambassadors. And in this per-

_petual hurry of affairs he ended his days, and was killed by
the Swiss in the battle of Nancy; so that it cannot be said
that he enjoyed one happy day from the time of his begin-
ning to aggrandize himself to the hour of his death. And

then what were the fruits of all his pains and labor? Or
what necessity was there of his so doing? —since he was a
rich prince, and already had towns and territories large
enough to have made him happy, if he could have been

contented with them.

All hopes of an accommodation with the Swiss being
entirely vanished, their ambassadors returned to acquaint
their masters with the duke of Burgundy’s absolute refusal
of their propositions, and to make preparations for their
defense. The duke marched with his army into the Pays
de Vaud, which the Swiss had taken from the Count of
Romont, and he took three or four towns belonging 0
Monsieur de Chéteau-Guyon, which the Swiss had seized
upon but defended very ill. From thence he advanced 0
besiege a place called Granson (which also belonged 10
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Monsi “hite : i
eur ::le Chiteau-Guyon), into which they had throw
seven or eight hundred of their best troo 1 L
was nea ey
ex"emeit; to ;E;]emé HCL} had resolved to defend it to the last
: € duke’s army was mightily i :
. : : tily 23S
<ol : o A ightily increased, for h
andys:ccenefd u}ms;duﬂble reenforcements out of I omlnrde
avoy ; for he employed str: . i
- ¢ angers rather th 1S
e . 1p0 g er than his ow
. 'JLCtS, of whom he might have formed a sufficient o
g o : i e 7
aH would ha\i(, been more faithful and valiant o7
e had a fine train of artillery :
pomp and magnificence in the car;m
and riches ali >
ER h}(_.s to the Italian and German ambassadors who we
;i.h : > him ; .n?(i he had all his valuable jewels, plate i
€h turniture with him: besides he had great (Ip e
the duchy of Milan, where he oy e
able party of sympathizers,
It was not many days after
before the garrison, being te

ps; and because it

and he lived in great
» to show his grandeur

' A gns upon
expected to find a consider

.:_he] duke’s investing Granson
petore tl rrified with his continus:
;ﬁ :(tj \;.I'll)h\r:mnon.' :%urrendured at (liscllr::f::;.nf\ltll‘tllm\z\':;fe“i;l‘
B vervl:,]:r::;‘:)ll.]g Ii‘m- ‘b‘\:'ISS were assembled, but they were
B pmdu,c —.d‘ - a;) .~_,t.u.r;1] of tlu:m have told me (for that
il 1.[“1: tnn %0 many soldiers as was imagined, and
b n ]Jr(-h§r1t. because of late many of them
- | heilr hnsl)amlr} and followed the wars)
ofﬁce‘ts Lri:fh,:{, TBu‘r_(_:lllvl'ul}‘, contrary to the advice of his
e .m;u"m_in%o :c \i.aAncc and meet the enemy at the foot
i in, .1 ol us great disadvantage; for he was
ment, being fur:iﬁ;'(Ipcifco::?“ji](lmm'cIprlnper i
s fortified > Side with his artillery and on
i (I;:ulfif}}\jml::l\;;.m .{:Mt to all appearance there was no
e }? : jl.lr(( , by the enemy. He had detached
ot his archers

to secure a certai
: F: ertain 5
entrance of the mountains R i

i : E:mld was advancing forward him-
owiss attacked him, whil

= l 1SS , While the greatest psz

;11;: army was still in the plain 2 o
e foremos 5 1

A tn remost troops designed to fall back; but the infan
at were behi 3 1 : =
i vere behind, supposing they were running away
o ‘ : \ . g away,
d toward their camp, and some of them ¥

il el
hemselves handsomely enough : s

but, in the end, when they
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arrived in their camp, they wanted cuuragul to mia%;: Zt::l(:
and defend themselves, ;am’l they :11_1 Hf:(_,han.c i
possessed themselves of their camp, in \'.-hu':.r we h;SideS .
artillery and a vast number of tents :mdhpiu’ u,;ns‘ Zhi;} 5
great deal of valuable plunder, for they saved nothing
tht':ll'rh:zn;:ke lost all his finest rings, but of msn, ’-]'(:[t] :ES]\“:
seven men-at-arms; the rest tllul, and thei c:u el\:l b hi;
It may more properly be said of it]i‘l], t.mt 11; oy
honor and his wealth in one day, th;m. it ’\\“':I_H tlke:
John of France, who, ;1flcr‘;.1 brave defense, was t
isoner at the battle of Poitiers.
Pn;{l}::rwzt lthc first misfortune 1]1.1t ever h':}:]m:g:: :; :1'2
duke of Burgundy in his \\-.Im!;: Iiltf](]-;rfulzo::}r OLr mivanwﬂe_
enterprises he always acquired e . avantagiy
tl:nu::-r‘b}g;bl‘t, mighty loss did he sqsturm mut.Lj:],}:‘fiﬁ\.lz;;!p;irs
verseness and scorn of ‘;;:_m‘cl advice! I.{c'm- :_.,tui,f b
family suffer! In what a miserable condition .|- 5).ri”1ics. "
and how like to continue so! How many ;:rt..!ltr;” e
states became his enemies, and openly (.i':{?l:l-ﬂ-.ft 1,_,1 i‘. S q;
‘whu but the day before the battle were his friends, :
least pretended to be so! S
And what was the cause of this war? : heis
load of sheepskins that the count of ]'{(’I]‘f}Tlt_. ; HL(;Od
from a Swiss in his passage ]l|!1'nl;;:: Iu.}; Cl:::;l{:l::“h, o
Imighty had not forsaken the duke of B dy,
s‘:\cl:r}(l:ih::':)u}(]::;i\‘;ﬂ_ulc that he would have exposed himself to

A miserable cart-

such great dangers upon so small .‘j{”.l'l.‘“;.\'1;11]:ill?ieﬂl(;?::fl?::ci
cspe:cin!i}- considering the offers th_c Swiss .mc_. ,‘E‘{ ]_ﬁm nc,“her
that his conquest of such enemies “-(.)m.‘_lﬂ}t,t,t_ e
profit nor honor ; for at that time the Swiss \‘\c.r;_ ll 5 m;jrer'
esteem as now, and no people in the \\'rII.'|d ._(.()-l.l d IIL !‘qdors
oy leman who had been one of their first am J{l.h.‘n' :
N ' > that one of his chief argn
to the duke of Burgundy told me tha iof e e
ments to dissuade the duke frmn.attark]n:_;ltlur.: fo;--thei[
there was nothing for him to gain from them;

it =~ believe at. if all

country was barren and poor, and he believed that, thel
as ‘ = 5
his c‘o:lntr\'men were taken prisoners, all the money
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could raise for their ransom
bridles for the duke's army,
The poor Swiss were mightil
the duke’s camp.

would not buy spurs and

y enriched by the plunder of
* At first they did not understand the value
of the treasure they were masters of, especially the
soldiers. One of the richest and
the world was cut into pieces.

that sold quantities of dishes
two sous of our money,

common
most magnificent tents in
There were some of them
and plates of silver for about
» Supposing they had been pewter.

His great diamond (perhaps the largest and fine
in Christendom), with a large pearl fixed to it, w
up by a Swiss, put up again into the
wagon, taken up ag

st jewel
as taken
case, thrown under a

ain by the same soldier, and after al]
offered to a priest for a florin, who bought it

the magistrates of that country,
francs as a sufficient reward. They took also three Vvery
rich jewels, called the Three Brothers, another large ruby
called La Hatte, and another called the Ball of Flanders,
which were the fairest and richest in the world -
prodigious quantity of other goods, which has since taught
them what fine things may be purchased for money ; inas-
much as their victories, the esteem the king had of their

service- afterwards, and the presents he made them, have
enriched them prodigiously,

and sent it to
who returned him three

besides a

VI. Louis XI of FrANCE

small hopes and comfort ought poor and
to have in this w orld, considering what so
fered and underwent, and how he
all, and could not, with all
his life one single hour,
in his service in the

was at last forced to leaye

flower of his age and at the height of

his prosperity, yet I never saw him free from |
Of all diversions he loved hunting

Seasons, but his chief delight was in dogs.

ing, his eagerness and pain were equal to his ple

abor and care.

asure, for
his chase was the stag, which he always ran down. He

How the
poor Swiss
mountaineers
misunder-
stood the
treasure that
fell into

their hands.

inferior people 204. Char-
great a king suf- acter and
< troublons
' 7 death of
his care and diligence, protract Lonis XI.
I knew him, and was entertained (From the
Memoires of
Commines.)
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rose very early in the morning, rode sometimes a great dis-
tance, and would not leave his sport, let the weather be
never so bad. And when he came home at night he was
often very weary and generally in a violent passion with
some of his courtiers or huntsmen; for hunting is a sport
not always to be managed according to the master’s direc-
tion; yet, in the opinion of most people, he understood it
as well as any prince of his time. He was continually at
these sports, lodging in the country villages to which his
recreations led him, till he was interrupted by business; for
during the most part of the summer there was constantly
war between him and Charles, duke of Burgundy, while in
the winter they made truces.

He was also involved in some trouble about the county of
Roussillon, with John, king of Arragon, father of Peter of
Castile, who at present is king of Spain. For though both
of them were poor, and already at variance with their sub-
jects in Barcelona and elsewhere, and though the son had
nothing but the expectation of succeeding to the throne of
Don Henry of Castile, his wife’s brother (which fell to him
afterwards), yet they made considerable resistance; for that
province being entirely devoted to their interest, and they
being universally beloved by the people, they gave our king
abundance of trouble, and the war lasted till his death, and
many brave men lost their lives in it, and his treasury was
exhausted by it. So that he had but a little time during the
whole year to spend in pleasure, and even then the fatigues
he underwent were excessive.

When his body was at rest his mind was at work, for he
had affairs in several places at once, and would concern
himself as much in those of his neighbors as in his own,
putting officers of his own over all the great families, and
endeavoring to divide their authority as much as possible.
When he was at war he labored for a peace or a truce, and
when he had obtained it he was impatient for war again.

He troubled himself with many trifles in his government
which he had better have let alone; but it was his temper,
and he could not help it. Besides, he had a prodigious
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mem 1
. ory, and h.e forgot nothing, but knew everybody, as well
in other countries as in his own e
I ar ini at i e d
: in' of (;pml()n that if all the days of his life were com
puted in which his joys and ! . . 2
S joys : Pleasures outweighed his paj
e s ghed his pain
i trouble, they would be found so few, that there wc[));zld
'€ twenty mournful ones to one pleasant. He lived ab t
sixty-o 2 alw ied he by
= .n[e years, yet he always fancied he should never out
‘€ sixty, giving this for a reaso :
| 3 g Or a reason, that for a | 1
7 EU . » tha a long time
k"ﬁ-Of France had lived beyond that age : Sk
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which contrivances were called the king’s nets. However, I
have seen many eminent and deserving persons in these
prisons, with these nets about their legs, who afterwards
came forth with great joy and honor, and received great
rewards from the king.

This by way of digression. But to return to my principal

design. As in his time this barbarous variety of prisons

was invented, so before he died he himself was in greater
torment and more terrible apprehension than those whom
he had imprisoned; which I look upon as a great mercy
toward him, and as part of his purgatory.
tioned it here to show that there is no person, of what
station or dignity soever, but suffers some time or other,
either publicly or privately, especially if he has caused other

And I bave men-

people to suffer.

The king, toward the latter end of his days, caused his
castle of Plessis-les-Tours to be encompassed with great bars
of iron in the form of thick grating, and at the four corners
of the house four sparrow nests of iron, strong, massy, and
thick. were built. The grates were without the wall, on the
farther side of the ditch, and sank to the bottom of it. Sev-
eral spikes of iron weré fastened into the wall, set as thick
by one another as was possible, and each furnished with
three or four points. He likewise placed ten bowmen in
the ditches, to shoot at any man that durst approach the
castle before the opening of the gates; and he ordered that
they should lie in the ditches, but retire to the sparrow
nests upon occasion.

He was sensible enough that this fortification was too
weak to keep out an army or any great body of men, but he
had no fear of such an attack; his great apprehension was
that some of the nobility of his kingdom, having intelligence
within, might attempt to make themselves masters of the
castle by night and, having possessed themselves of i
partly by favor and partly by force, might deprive him of
the regal authority, and take upon themselves the adminis
tration of public affairs, upon pretense that he was incapable

of business and no longer fit to govern.
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arts I-11, 189g. (See

Short and good

des institutions Politigues de la France,

COSNEAU, Les Grandes Traités de i@ Guerre de Cent Aus, in Collection
ac lexies (see above, p. 2z0). In the same convenient collection will be
found Arnales de Gas 7 (1206 1310), Chronigue artésienne (1295-1304),
and Textes relatifs @ ANGLOIS.

Charles VIZI, 6 vols., 1881 1891. The

é hastoire du Parlement o 1314, edited by 1
BEAUCOURT, Histoire de
chief authority for this period.
Of the narrative sources the most conspicuous are :
WaLsINGHAM, Historia Anglicana, 1
Series.  Written by a monk of St. Albans.
The vivacious but diffuse and somewhat

1422, 2 vols,, in the Rolls

inaccurate Chronicles of
Froissart were first written in 1373, and up to the battle of Crécy the
author depends chiefly on JeaN LE BEL, whose work, ZLes Vrays
Clironigues, was published by PoLAIN in 1863. Froissart rewrote his
history later, when he loved the English less, and even undertook a third
edition, which was interrupted by his death. KERvVYN DE LETTEHOVE
has issued an edition of the Chronicles in zo volumes,

» with admirable
notes and apparatus.

There is a newer edition edited by Lucke, issued
by the Société de I'histoire de France, in 11 volumes, 1867—1899.
COMMINES, Memoires, edited by MANDROT in the ¢
2 vols., 19o1-1903. (Translated in the Bohn 1 ibrary,

Other works will be found mentioned in GRross,

lection de textes,
2 vols.)

Sources of Englisk
History, and in LosErTH, Geschichte des spiateren Mittelalters, PP- 324 599,

530 59., 539, 541 s7.,and 553 s¢., which also gives abundant material for
Franc

Froissart's
Chronicles
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