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CHAPTER XXII
THE ITALIAN CITIES AND THE RENAISSANCE
I. TaE ITALIAN DESPOTS

understood the Italian despot and the
is position than did Machiavelli. The
Prince, his little hand-

No one better
peculiarities of h
following passages are from T/e
book for despots.

s the duration of his government

That prince who found
Or Secure;

mercenary forces will never be firm
5 ambitious, undisciplined, unfaithful ;
abject to their enemies, without
so the ruin of that person who
| than the attempt is

upon his
for they are divided,
insolent to their friends,
fear of God or faith to men;
trusts to them is no longer protractec
In time of peace they plunder you, in time of war
they desert you ; and the reason is because it is not love nor
zm)j principle of honor that keeps them in the field, but only
their pay, and that is not a consideration strong enough to

Whilst you have no ser

prevail with them to die for you.
they are excellent soldiers; but tell

1 they will either disband before,

deferred.

vice to employ them in,
them of an engagement anc
or run away during the battle.

The gre 1t officers of these mercenaries [i.e. the condoitiere]
are either men of great courage, or otherwise - if the first, you
can never be safe, for they always aspire to make themselves
heir master, or by

great, either by supplanting you who are t
to have protected:

oppressing other people whom you desire

if the commanders be not courageous

If it should be urged that all generals
I would

On the other hand,

you are still ruined.

will do the same, whether mercenaries or others,

that all war is managed either by a prince or @
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answer,
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:}?Eu(l;l}l‘c: 'lf‘he prince nghl to go in person, and perform
e Ul;i ‘(:f fl;::uir[;i(]n h]rn:.df, the republic should depute
o, oheiaf her iy ce citizens, who may be changed if he
carries himself ill; if he behaves himself well heh S
CO_TI‘-!I'IU!:‘(L but so straitened and circumscribed by EI'”'“)‘ =
mission that he may not transgress. ; Lt
Of the_ danger of mut'ccn.x:v forces we
examplc in the Carthaginians, (\Im, after ll;c end of their fi
war with i.he Romans, had like to have been ruin -Ji -t 3 ”_ .
ru‘n by their own mercenaries, though their own c{it[i?‘z-!:: :"‘-’"
;}i‘;;:}(ll;dl{ft)}:*;n.\[_%ln {110([&111 times] upon the death ofA Ihc:ll:lc
i Milanese employed
the Venetians, and l"r;lnt;u.wn: hav

have an ancient

l( v B f - 3

. rancesco Sforza against

: Han: ing worsted the e K

e e . . e 1€ enemy at

aravaggio, joined himself with them, with desion to h:
i =

mastered his masters. have

s I-lxiam'u;cov's father was formerly in
] » queen of Naples, and on a sudde
mar(}]mcf away from her with his army and left her utt *Lin'
destitute, so that she was constrained to throw herself e
the protection of the king of Aragon =

e = :

Though both the Venetians and Florentines have latel
enlarged their dominion by employing these ful‘{“c‘-‘» ‘-11:(1 lll[(’y
generals have rather advanced than enslaved [h-(:t;l‘ ‘I ‘mt' “'-jr
that the Florentines may impute it to their good fn!rlutn :“; L'r
cause, of such of their generals as they mi”f; mtiu;l all ‘LI‘ ]L
feared, some had no victories to cn(*m]rav:lhuil nﬂ‘mr}' :_3‘“
obstructed, and others turned their ;nnl_ait;iun an(‘)lher :-;1;-ue

It now remains for us to see in what manner a prince
ought to comport himself with his subjects and fricnds.- -in.d.
because many have written of this subject before, i‘t‘:‘n:u'
p(‘rh.aps seem arrogant in me to do so, t‘}-b{‘(‘i.l”\' considering
::::1 in r;;}'td:sr:n.nrsc I shall deviate from the ()pi‘nion of Ot'hcz:'

2N, ut my intentic ing Ti i
advantage of "him ;:'1}::)'?lnlt;tflrll:-x::iﬁ“ "I”‘;hf:)’:_ tiht‘ b“”_“m e
b Sk 3 ight 1t more con-
venient to respect the essential verity than the imagination
of the thing (and many have framed imaginary c:nn;nrn
wealths and governments to themselves \\'f;icf; never \-.'cjn:

1 The 1ast of the Visconti.
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seen nor had any real existence), since the present manner
of living is so different from the way that ought to be taken,
that he who neglects what s done to follow what onghk? o be
done will sooner learn how to ruin than how to preserve him-
self : for a tender man, and one that desires to be honest in
everything, must needs run a great hazard among so many
of a contrary principle. Wherefore it is necessary for a
prince who wishes to subsist, to harden himself, and learn to
be good or otherwise according to the exigence of his affairs.

Laying aside, therefore, all imaginary notions of a prince,
and discoursing of nothing but what is actually true, I say
that all men when they are spoken of, and especially princes,
who are in a higher and more eminent station, are remarkable
for some quality or other that makes them either honorable
or contemptible. Hence it is that some are counted liberal,
others miserable ; some munificent, others rapacious;
some cruel, others merciful; some faithless, others precise;
one poor-spirited and effeminate, another fierce and ambi-

tious; one courteous, another haughty; one modest, another
one rugged and

impure ; one sincere, another cunning;
morose, another accessible and easy; one grave, another
giddy; one devout, another an atheist.

No man, I am sure, will deny but that it would be an
admirable thing and highly to be commended to have a
prince endowed with all the good qualities aforesaid; but
because it is impossible to have, much less to exercise, them
all by reason of the frailty and grossness of our nature, it is
convenient that he be so well instructed as to know how to
avoid the scandal of those vices which may deprive him
of his state, and be very cautious of the rest, though their
consequence be not so pernicious, so that where they are
unavoidable he need trouble himself the less.

He is not to concern himself if he incur the infamy of
those vices without which his dominion cannot be preserved;
for if we consider things impartially, we shall find some things
are virtuous in appearance, and yet, if pursued, would bring
certain destruction, while others are seemingly bad, which, if
followed by a prince, procure his peace and security.
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To come now to the other qualities proposed, I say that
every prince should desire to be esteemed merciful rather
than cruel, but with great caution that his mercy be not
abused. Casar Borgia was counted cruel, yet that cruelty
reduced Romagna, united it, settled it in peace, and rendered
it faithful ; so that if well considered he will appear mruch
more merciful than the Florentines, who, rather than be
thought cruel, suffered Pistoja to be destroyed. A prince
therefore, is not to regard the scandal uf'bcing cruel, i;
the:Arc])y he keeps his subjects in their allegiance and united.
seeing that by some few examples of justice you may be more
merciful than they who, by an universal exercise of pity, per-
mit several disorders to follow, which occasion l'.'l])im; d:;d
murdcr.; and the reason is, because that exorbitant mercy
has an ill effect upon the whole body of the people, whereas
particular executions extend only to particular persons.

But among all princes a new prince has the hardest task
to avoid the scandal of being cruel, by reason of the newness
of his government, and the dangers which attend it
Nevertheless, he is not to be too credulous of reports, too
hasty in his motions, nor create fears and jealousies of him-
self, but so to temper his administration with prudence
and humanity that neither too much confidence may make
him careless, nor too much diffidence intolerable. g

And from hence arises a new question, Whether it be
better to be beloved than feared, or feared than beloved ?
It is answered, both would be convenient, but because that
is hard to attain, it is better and more secure, if one must
be wanting, to be feared rather than beloved ; for, in general,
men are ungrateful, inconstant, hypocritical, fearful of danger,
and covetous of gain. Whilst they receive any benefit by
you, and the danger is at a distance, they nr;: absolutely
yours; their blood, their estates, their lives, and their childru;,
as I said before, are all at your service. But when mischief
1s at hand, and you have present need of their help, they
make no scruple to revolt; and that prince who leaves him-
self naked of other preparations, and relies wholly upon
their professions, is sure to be ruined ; for amity contracted

Whether it
is best fora
prince to be
beloved or
feared.
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by price, and not by the greatness and generosity of the
mind, may seem a good pennyworth, yet when you have
occasion to make use of it, you will find it of no account.

Moreover, men do with less remorse offend against those
who desire to be beloved than against those who are ambi-
tious of being feared, and the reason is because love is fas-
tened only by a ligament of obligation, which the ill-nature
of mankind breaks upon every occasion that is presented
to his profit; but fear depends upon an apprehension of
punishment, which is never to be dispelled.

Yet a prince is to inspire fear in such sort that, if he gains
not his subjects’ love, he may eschew their hatred; for to
be feared and not hated are compatible enough, and he may
in that condition if he offers no viclence to their

be always
he honor of their wives,

estates, nor attempts ;11\.}'til.ing upon t
and also, when he has occasion to take away any man’s life,
if he takes his time when the cause 1s manifest, and he has
good matter for his justification. But above all things he is
to have a care of intrenching upon their estates, for men do

sooner forget the death of their father than the loss of their

patrimony ; besides, occasions of confiscation never fail, and
he that once gives way to that humor of rapine shall never
want temptation to ruin his neighbor. But, on the contrary,
rare, and do sooner

provocations to bloodshed are more
evaporate ; but when a prince is at the head of his army,
and has a multitude of soldiers to govern, then it is abso-
lutely necessary not to value the epithet of cruel, for without
that no army can be kept in unity, nor in the disposition for
any great act.

II. HuMANISM

Dante was not a humanist in the later sense of the
term, but he clearly appreciated the distinction and
The following passage
from the Divine Comedy is his poetic conception of the
fate of the famous pagans who lived worthily. He 1s
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a fire that conquered a hemisphere of darkness.!

We were still a little distant from it
I could not partally disce :
that place.

yet not so far that
o rn that honorable folk possessed
P thlcle':uutlll_unl}rwrlmn‘sl both science and art,
Condi-[i[)n e mh{frs ::L. : aiu e such honor that from the
il sets lhclfa apart?” And he to me
; _ able fame of them which resounds above j :
life wins grace in heaven that so advances e g o
a voice was heard by me, f\I. : _‘“”‘v.'»“’ ”‘.“"" ki
shade returns that \\"'15 :l‘l,plrt Uinf')l l‘v.l‘:“ e
: as >parted. 'he 2 voi
ceased and was quiet, I saw fou ‘fn-;uh;:ullhf.' \‘U"?? o
us: they had a semblance neither s:d no c| ;.5 Thei
.'\'lelstcr [ Virgil] began to say, I.m_;I; at hi?nhv:'l'(l]. Il' h'—‘_’rl"“‘-l
in hand who cometh before the three, even ':i‘ Ilf;;(;(u h}‘;-“r'd
I'Iomer., 'thc s..m'vrci;_;n poet; the next who c:n.n-ws. islli( _C‘?
the satirist; Ovid is the third, and the last is l.ﬁm-n )*-'r'd“.:
each shares with me the name that the solitary \':)ic; ; ‘-'11"“
lhe:‘y do me honor, and in that do well.” ; e
Ijhn,f. I saw assembled the fair school of that Lord of the
loftiest song which above the others as an easle HEJ:'-% “\fl ]~L
th}’}‘ hr!(l discoursed somewhat together, tlw;’ lurn.{l“c.l U‘ :U‘
with sign of salutation; and my Master smilcd.tht-’rl-nte
And fflt‘ more of honor yet they did me, for they m"ldcm
:)‘f their band, so that I was the sixth amid hnlmu‘ch ““::-
Cll;:h v.:: f\\'.::r'.tt on as _far as the light, speaking things cnn-.
‘:he)::,_i \:";:h silence is becoming, even as was speech there
“"f came to the foot of a noble castle, seven times circl |
P:"_hlgh walls, defended roundabout by a fair ‘-‘»-l.l’"l (.lt
I'his we p;lsse(l as if hard ground: through Nt‘\'t';l 'L*"::n ‘ml'
entered with these sages; we came to a P;m:.-:duw r‘I:‘ fu"
verdure. People were there with eyes slow and ")' _“”-‘I‘
great authority in their looks; they spka s;:-lclhn{n -;IT]:{"“I[CE
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I follow Professor Norton's prose version here




219. Dante’s

defense of
Ttalian.
(From the
Conuito.)

522 Readings in European History

soft voices. Thus we drew apart, on one side, into a place
open, luminous, and high, so that they all could be seen.
There opposite upon the green enamel were shown to me
the great spirits, whom to have seen I inwardly exalt
myself.

I saw Electra with many companions, among \\'_h{)m I
knew Hector and Zneas, Casar in armor, with his ger-
falcon eyes; I saw Camilla and Penthesilea on the oalfcr
side, and I saw the King Latinus, who was seated with
Lavinia, his daughter. [ saw that Brutus \\fho drove out
Tarquin ; Lucretia, Julia, Marcia, ;md.L_‘urnella; and alc_m;:,
apart, I saw the Saladin. When I raised my brow a llltre
more, 1 saw the Master of those \\'Ilm know, sc;}tcd amid
the philosophic family; all regard him,.all do him hunur:
Here I saw both Socrates and Plato, who bu_[nrc the others
stand nearest to him; Democritus, who u:scnbc:s_ the world
to chance; Diogenes, Anaxagoras, and Thales, Empedocles,
Heraclitus, and Zeno: and I saw the good collector of the

qualities, Dioscorides, I mean; and I saw Orpheus, Tully,
and Linus, and moral Seneca, Euclid the geometer, and
Ptolemy, Hippocrates,s Avicenna, Galen, and Averroes,

who made the great comment. I cannot report of a?l in
s ives me th: any times
full, because the long theme so drives me that many

speech comes short of fact.

Dante, however, was a sturdy defender of Italian against
those who despised their mother tongue and gave pref-
erence to other languages. In explaining \\']_1)-' he
employed Italian in writing his Banguet (Convito) he
bursts forth :

To the perpetual shame and abasement of the evil men of‘
Italy who commend the mother tongue of olther n;mt_zzs
and‘ depreciate their own, I say 1h:}t th_clr ;1.«;t10n ‘l?rocec_}._si
from five abominable causes: the first 15.;‘})11!?(1116:,:, of dis
cretion ; the second, mischievous self-justih.catu)n ; the lhn;l.
greed of vainglory; the fourth, an in\'fennon of envy; t ;
fifth and last, littleness of soul, that is, cowardice. An
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each one of these grave faults has a great following, for few
are those who are free from them.

There are many who would rather be thought masters
than be such; and to avoid the opposite — that is, to be
held not to be such — they always cast blame on the material
they work on, or upon the instrument: as the clumsy smith
blames the iron given to him, and the bad harpist blames the
harp, thinking to cast the blame of the bad blade and of
the bad music upon the iron and upon the harp, and to lift
it from themselves. Thus there are some, — and not a few,
— who desire that men may hold them to be orators; and to
excuse themselves for not speaking, or for speaking badly,
they accuse or throw blame on the material, that is, their own
mother tongue, and praise that of other lands, which they
are not required to employ. And he who wishes to see
wherefore this iron is to be blamed, let him look at the work
which good artificers make of it, and he will understand the
malice of those who, in casting blame upon it, think thereby
to excuse themselves. Against such as these Cicero ex-
claims in the beginning of his book, which he names De
Finibus, because in his time they blamed the Roman Latin
and praised the Greek grammar. And thus I say, for like
reasons, that these men vilify the Italian tongue, and glorify
that of Provence.

There are many who, by describing certain things in some
other langunage, and by praising that language, deem them-
selves to be more worthy of admiration than if they described
them in their own. And undoubtedly to learn well a foreign
tongue is deserving of some praise for intellect: but it is
a blamable thing to applaud that language beyond truth, to
glorify oneself for such an acquisition. . . . Wherefore many,
on account of this baseness of soul, depreciate their native
tongue, and applaud that of others; and such as these are
the abominable wicked men of Italy who hold this precious
mother tongue in vile contempt, which if it be vile in any
case is so only inasmuch as it sounds in the evil mouth of
these adulterers, under whose guidance go those blind men
of whom I spoke in the first argument.
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Dante excuses himself for a certain obscurity which
he has introduced into his Banguet, with the hope of
giving it some dignity in the eyes of the many Italians
who had seen him during his wanderings, and perhaps

had formed a low estimate of him.

Alas ! would that it might have pleased the Dispenser of
the Universe that the cause of my excuse might never have
been, that others might neither have sinned against me, nor
I have suffered punishment unjustly; the punishment, I
say, of exile and poverty! Since it was the pleasure of the
citizens of the most beautiful and the most famous daughter
of Rome, Florence, to cast me -out from her most sweet
bosom (wherein I was born and nourished even to the
height of my life, and in which, with her good will, I desire
with all my heart to repose my weary soul, and to end the
time which is given to me), I have gone through almost all
the land in which this language lives—a pilgrim, almost
a mendicant — showing forth against my will the wound
of Fortune, with which the ruined man is often unjustly
reproached.

Truly I have been a ship without a sail and without a
rudder, borne to divers ports and lands and shores by the
dry wind which blows from grievous poverty ; and 1 have
appeared vile in the eyes of many, who perhaps through some
report may have imaged me in other form. In the sight of
whom not only my person became vile, but my work was held
to be of less value, both that already done and that which

remained still to do.

Petrarch well knew how to describe himself and his

aspirations. He writes thus to posterity :

Greeting. — It is possible that some word of me may
have come to you, though even this is doubtful, since an
insignificant and obscure name will scarcely penetrate far
in either time or space. If, however, you should have
heard of me, you may desire to know what manner of man
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I was, or what was the outcome of my labors especially
lhose of which some description or, at any n:;: the bare
titles may have reached you. S ®

'l'(_) begin with myself, then: the utterances of men con-
cerning me will differ widely, since in passing judgment
almost every one is influenced not so much h\'t;rutht;ls b
[J:'(:ff_'l'cn'(;t:, and good and evil report alike know no buu-ndw'y
I was, in truth, a poor mortal like yourself, neither vcr}’
exalted in. my origin, nor, on the uti{vr hand, of the mus't
h‘umb]e birth, l)ut. belonging, as Augustus Casar says of
himself, to an ancient family. As to my disposition, I was
not nzl}urﬂ.]l_v perverse or wanting in mc.lndc:sn‘. hov.'c;'r:r lile
contagion of evil associations may have (;[lrl'll'plt:(l me.

My youth was gone before I realized it: I was carried
away by the strength of manhood ; but a riper age bmuaﬁt
me to my senses and taught me by experience :Iu.- trut;; I
!md_ long before read in books, that youth and pleasure are
vanity, — nay, that the Author of all ages : imes its
us miserable mortals, pufl'rdr :I';} ll\l-i:;L :":I”‘lr “fl"fh P‘-‘”‘mtf’

. emptiness, thus to
wander about, until finally, coming to a tardy consciousness
of our sins, we shall learn to know ourselves. )

In my prime I was blessed with a quick and active body
:1Iti.nm;:h not exceptionally strong; and while I do not ]a)\"
_(Imm to remarkable personal beauty, I was comely enough
in my best days. I was possessed of a clear cnmpic‘xi;n
between light and dark, lively eyes, and for long years 1

keen vision, which however deserted me, contrary to my
hopes, after I reached my sixtieth birthday, and forced me

;u ;u)' great l.'lnn(')}':ln(il_‘, to resort to glasses. Although 1
1ad previously enjoyed perfect he: d age 71
e ar'm}. if‘di“;“mf”n‘s-n lth, old age brought with
My parents were honorable folk, Florentine in their origin
of m.e(lium fortune, or, I may as well admit it, in a conditior;
verging upon poverty. They had been expelled from their
_n.ltn't_'- city, and consequently I was born in exile, at Arezzo
in the year 1304 of this latter age, which begins with (_'hrisrr'-s?
birtl.1.. July the z20th, on a Monday, at dawn. In my
familiar associations with kings and princes, and in my
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friendship with noble personages, my good fortune has been
such as to excite envy. But it is the cruel fate of those who
are growing old that they can commonly only weep for
friends who have passed away. The greatest kings of this
age have loved and courted me. They may know why; I
certainly do not. With some of them I was on such terms
that they seemed in a certain sense my guests rather than
I theirs; their lofty position in no way embarrassing me,
but, on the contrary, bringing with it many advantages. I
fled, however, from many of those to whom I was greatly
attached ; and such was my innate longing for liberty, that
I studiously avoided those whose very name seemed incom-
patible with the freedom that I loved.

I possessed a well-balanced rather than a keen intellect, —
one prone to all kinds of good and wholesome study, but
especially inclined to moral philosophy and the art of poetry.
The latter, indeed, I neglected as time went on, and took
delight in sacred literature. Finding in that a hidden sweet-
ness which I had once esteemed but lightly, I came to regard
the works of the poets as only amenities.

Among the many subjects which interested me, I dwelt
especially upon antiquity, for our own age has always repelled
me, so that, had it not been for the love of those dear to me,
I should have preferred to have been born in any other period
than our own. In order to forget my own time, I have con-
stantly striven to place myself in spirit in other ages, and con-
sequently I delighted in history. The conflicting statements
troubled me, but when in doubt I accepted what appeared
most probable, or yielded to the authority of the writer.

222. Pe- In one of the most sprightly of his letters, Petrarch
trarch’s

» AQ Qg - Y Ic A3~ ¥ -~ 3 M el o
B ntation confesses that he is afflicted with a mania for writing,
asaliterary 3 disease which, perhaps through his example, has spread
critic.
(From a let-
ter of his.)

so widely that every one is writing verses and talking

of the muses.
It is after all but a poor consolation to have companions

in misery. I should prefer to be ill by myself. Now I am
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involved in other’s ill fortune as well as in my own, and am
hardly given time to take breath. For every da'\' letters
and poems from every corner of our land come sﬁowcring
dowp upon my devoted head. Nor does this satisfy my
foreign friends. I am overwhelmed by floods of missives
no longer from France alone, but from Greece, from Gerf
many, from England. I am unable to judge even my own
work, and yet I am called upon to be the universal critic of
others. ;

‘L'_\ ere I to answer the requests in detail, I should be the
l)u..slest of mortals. If I condemn the composition, I am
a jealous carper at the good work of others; if I say a
guo.d \\'urdr for the thing, it is attributed to a f]lt:l‘ld;‘!Ci;}US

esire to be agreeable; if I keep silence altosether. it is
because I am a rude, pert fcllnw,[ They are tlif::zldhilrlr:tfelr\
that my disease will not make way with me promptly t‘nolwh..
Hct\yecn their goading and my own madness I shall ;h)l.lbﬂ:SS
gratify their wishes.

But all this would be nothing if, incredible as it may
seem, this subtle poison had not just now begun to show
its effects in the Roman curia itself [at Avignon]. What do
you think the lawyers and doctors are up to? Justinian and
_f!‘fsculal)ius have palled upon them. The sick and the liti-
glous cry in vain for their help, for they are deafened by the
thunder of Homer’s and Virgil’s names, and wander oblivi-
ous in the woody valleys of Cirrha, by the purling waters of
the Aonian fountain. But it is hardly necessary to speak of
these lesser prodigies. Even carpenters, fullers, and plow-
men leave the implements of their calling to talk of Apolio
and the Muses. I cannot say how far the plague, which
lately was confined to a few, has now spread. '

Petrarch’s enthusiasm for the classical authors, espe-
cially Cicero, whom he admired most ardently, is shown
in the following letter.

Your copy of Cicero has been in my possession four years
and more. There is a good reason, though, for so long a delay :

223. Pe-
trarch copies
a work of
Cicero’s.
(From one of
his letters.)
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namely, the great scarcity of copyists who understand such
work. It is a state of affairs that has resulted in an incred-
ible loss to scholarship. Books that by their nature are a
little hard to understand are no longer multiplied, and have
ceased to be generally intelligible, and so have sunk into
utter neglect, and in the end have perished. This age of
ours consequently has let fall, bit by bit, some of the richest
and sweetest fruits that the tree of knowledge has yielded;
has thrown away the results of the vigils and labors of the
most illustrious men of genius,— things of more value, I am
almost tempted to say, than anything else in the whole
world. . .

Jut I must return to your Cicero. I could not do without
it, and the incompetence of the copyists would not let me
possess it. What was left for me but to rely upon my own
resources, and press these weary fingers and this worn and
ragged pen into the service? The plan that I followed was
this. I want you to know it, in case you should ever 1_1;1\’0
to grapple with a similar task. Not a single word did 1
read except as'I wrote. But how is that, I hear some one
say; did you write without knowing what it was that you
\\'L:l'(,' writinge? Ah! but from the very first it was enough
for me to know that it was a work of Tullius, and an
extremely rare one too. And then as soon as I was fairly
started, I found at every step so much sweetness and {:hal_‘ﬁ_i.-
and felt so strong a desire to advance, that the only diffi-
culty which I experienced in reading and writing at the
same time came from the fact that my pen could not cover
the ground so rapidly as I wanted it to, whereas my expec
t:ni<;n had been rather that it would outstrip my eyes, and
that my ardor for writing would be chilled by the slowness
of my reading.

So the pen held back the eye, and the eye d_ruvc on the
pen, and I covered page after page, delighting in my task,
and committing many and many a passage to memory as I
wrote. For just in proportion as the wri:ing is slm\ter than
the reading does the passage make a deep impression and
cling to the mind.
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Vespasiano, a Florentine bookseller who died in 1498,
gives us some very interesting accounts of his distin-
guished patrons in his Lives of Ilustrious Men.

Owing to the jubilee of 1450 a great quantity of money
came in by this means to the apostolic see, and with this
the pope commenced building in many places, and sent for
Greek and Latin books, wherever he was able to find them,
without regard to price. He gathered together a large band
of writers, the best that he could find, and kept them in con-
stant employment. He also summoned a number of learned
men, both for the purpose of composing new works and of
translating such existing works as were not already translated,
giving them most abundant provision for their needs mean-
while ; and when the works were translated and brought to
him, he gave them large sums of money, in order that they
should do more willingly that which they undertook to do.

He made great provision for the needs of learned men.
He gathered together great numbers of books upon every
subject, both Greek and Latin, to the number of five thou-
sand volumes. So at his death it was found by inventory
that never since the time of Ptolemy had half that number
of books of every kind been brought together. All books
he caused to be copied, without regard to what it cost
him, and there were few places where his Holiness had not
copiers at work. When he could not procure a book for
himself in any way, he had it copied.

After he had assembled at Rome, as I said above, many
learned men at large salaries, he wrote to Florence to Messer
Giannozzo Manetti, that he should come to Rome to trans-
late and compose for him. And when Manetti left Florence
and came to Rome, the pope, as was his custom, received him
with honor, and assigned to him, in addition to his income
as secretary, six hundred ducats, urging him to attempt the
translation of the books of the Bible and of Aristotle, and to
complete the book already commenced by him, Contra Judeos

et gentes; a wonderful work, if it had been completed, but he
carried it only to the tenth book. Moreover he translated
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