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PREFACE

THE present work is an attempt to interpret the
characteristics of modern Japan in the light of social
science. It also seeks to throw some light on the
vexed question as to the real character of so-called
race-nature, and the processes by which that na-
tureis transformed. If the principles of social science
here set forth are correct, they apply as well to China
and India as to Japan, and thus will bear directly on the
entire problem of Occidental and Oriental social inter-
course and mutual influence.

The core of this work consists of addresses to Ameri-
can and English audiences delivered by the writer dur-
ing his recent furlough. Since returning to Japan, he
has been able to’give but fragments of time to the com-
pletion of the outlines then sketched, and though he
would gladly reserve the manuscript for further elabo-
ration, he yields to the urgency of friends who deem it
wise that he delay no longer in laying his thought be-
fore the wider public.

To Japanese readers the writer wishes to say that
although he has not hesitated to make statements pain-
ful to a lover of Japan, he has not done it to condemn
or needlessly to criticise, but simply to make plain
what seem to him to be the facts. If he has erred in
his facts or if his interpretations reflect unjustly on the
history or spirit of Japan, no one will be more glad than
he for corrections. Let the Japanese be assured that
his ruling motive, both in writing about Japan and in
spending his life in this land, is profound love for the
Japanese people. The term “ native ” hias been freely
used because it is the only natural correlative for “ for-
eign.” It may be well to say that neither the one nor
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tHe other has any. derogatory implication, although
anti-foreign natives, and anti-native foreigners, some-
times so use them.

The indebtedness of the writer is too great to be
acknowledged in detail. But whenever he has been
conscious of drawing directly from any author for ideas
or suggestions, effort has been made to indicate the
source.

Since the preparation of the larger part of this work
several important contributions to the literature on
Japan have appeared which would have been of help to
the writer, could he have referred to them during the
progress of his undertaking. Rev. J. C. C. Newton’s
“ Japan: Country, Court, and People”; Rev. Otis Cary's
“Japan and Its Regeneration”; and Prof. J. Nitobe’s
«Bushido: The Soul of Japan,” call for special mention.
All are excellent works, interesting, condensed, inform-
ative, and well-balanced. Had the last named come to
hand much earlier it would have received frequent ref-
erence and quotation in the body of this volume, de-
spite the fact that it sets forth an ideal rather than the
actual state of Old Japan.

Special acknowledgment should be made of the help
rendered by my brothers, Galen M. Fisher and Edward
‘L. Gulick, and by my sister, Mrs. F. F. Jewett, in read-
ing and revising the manuscript. Acknowledgment
should also be made of the invaluable criticisms and
suggestions in regard to the general theory of social
evolution advocated in these pages made by my uncle,
Rev. John T. Gulick, well known to the scientific world
for his contributions to the theory as well as to the facts
of biological evolution.

S. L. G

MATSUYAMA, JAPAN,
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INTRODUCTION.
THE tragedy enacted in China during the closing

year of the nineteenth century mark i
the history of China and gf the fvzglgpo%]\ég
world-views, two types of civilization met in-deadl
conflict, and the inherent weakness of isolated belz-l.tedy
superstitious and corrupt paganism was ,revealed,
Moreover, during this, China’s crisis, Japan for the
first time stepped out upon the world’s stage of political
and military activity. She was recognized as a civilized
gat;gnt’l worthy to share with the great nations of the
v:;rd : al:e ;esponmbﬂlty of ruling the lawless and back-
_The correctness of any interpretation i
nificance of this conflict betweeg the oppiiirtl?g tcligilﬁg-
tions turns, ultimately, on the question as to what is
the real nature of man and of society. If it be true, as
maintained by Prof. Le Bon and his school, that the
mental and moral character of a people is as fixed as
:(’_cj?_ph}fszologlcal characteristics, then the conflict in
- O}:lr;a 1s at bottom a conflict of races, not of civiliza-
_The inadequacy of the physiological theor
f;)or;{al character may be seen aImogt at a glagc:fb;aa
h0 at Japan. Were an Oriental necessarily and un-
Ea;ggeilb]}f Oriental, it would have been impossible for
o} i i
Japan withliii %31;5 into such close and sympathetic
The conflict of the East with the West, however, is
not an inherent and unending conflict because it is not
tacial, but civilizational. It is a conflict of v:forld—views
ﬁggt}fystems of thought and life. It is a conflict of
e en and Christian civilizations. And the conflict
o come to an end as soon as, and in proportion as
na awakes from her blindness and begins to build
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